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^urfday^ 

TP HE right hononrab^ fVtlllam-TVyndham GrenvilU The riihe 
in conformity to the notice which he had formerly given, to Jf"* 
move for ^ye to bring.in a bill to explain and amend the - 
a£t for tryii^ dfhtroverted ele^ions. Hu intention, he 
faid, was not what he had m his contemplation ^hen he 
year ilgniiied his deUgn to propofe fome iterations in the adt 
alluded to; the bill l^d been bought by many perfons to re¬ 
quire fome alteration, but he did not intend to go into a 
comprchenhve and exteniixe difcul&on of fuch alterations as 
were of a' general and important nature, then, becaufe ha 
fhould not propofe any bill of the kind that feiEon, tnit 
would referve it to the next, holding it to be much moral 
likely to be difcufled with that degree of temper, moderation,^ 
and coolnefs, that the fubjedl lequired, when conEdered iti 
the abftradl, than when eledlion cafes were exiftmg untried, 
to which it might be m fome degree or other applied, and 
thence impreiEons arife by no means favourable to a fair agi¬ 
tation of the bill. What he had then in his mtention wa^ 
merely to propofe Ibme alterations in the mechamcal part of 
Voi. XVm. B the 
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the prcxreeding to ballot for a Committee, abo^ the necellity 
ot amending which, there was Jtttle danger of any great 
difference oi opinion. It might, perhaps, b5 unnecelfaiy 
for him to declare, that in what he l>ad to propofe he had no 
view whatever to call any imputation on the torm m which 
thej>*4 Kad been originally brought in, or upon the bill itfelf, 
*Tiis Houle would, he trailed, ac<],uit turn of an.y loch de- 
fign. As little was the Houle to be fulpe£led of yadinefs on 
their part, to lillen to any imputatioi^ on the bill. The par¬ 
tiality they had on lo many occallons Ihewii to ^ bill, was 
the bell proof of its merit. Indeed when it \va* confidered, 
that to turn bulmefs of great magnitude into a licw channel 
was a matter, at all times, particularly difficult, and more 
particularly fo when the bulineh in queition was that, about 
which g^entlemen were moil peculiarly jealous, viii. the 
mode ot trial of their lights to*their feats in that Houle, it 
Avas to be wondered that the firft bill that had been brought 
m for that pnrpofe was, upon expenmc»|t, found to be liable 
to 4o Veiy few objedlions. Having pius removed cveiy 
ground of lufpicion that he either me mt, by implication, to 
can imputation on the bilh ot that the bill merited fuch ini- 
putatwn, Mr. Grenville faid, he n^ould llaprtly Hate to the 
Houfe tlie leading points, that were of a general nature, and 
which might polTibly bo fil to be made the fubjedl of a bill 
the next ielTion, when the uutteiVnight be moie fully dit- 
cufied and del^erated upon than^C, could be at prefent. 
The firfl point he would call their attention to waS, a cir- 
cunillance that mull have llruck ‘every ventltman as ex¬ 
tremely vexatious, expenlive, and inconA'eitiCu'Vf; It was the 
objciftion againll the bill that had appeared to his mind to be 
one of the mofl founded of any that had been evci mention¬ 
ed, and that was, that lince the exiftcnce of the bill there 
lv»d been a greater number of frivolous petiticms prefented 
than were ever before known, by which means the fitting 
members were frequently harraflecl, kept in fufpeiife, and put 
to much coH and charge unnecdlarily. It mu A, therefore, 
fie the wtlli of every gentleman that fome means were re- 
forted to, m order to put a ftop to the contrtiuance of the 
evil, and perhiips this might be done efieiflually, by obliging 
the parties petitioning to entex imo recognmances to atnde by 
their petition, and to try the merits, and, in cale of failure, 
to pay the coils. To fecure the latter effedlually was a mat¬ 
ter of confiderable difficuiy, ‘becaufe it might be extremely 
mconvenient, when the probable expence, as m the cafes of 
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•county ele<£^ions, w?is likely to amount to a large fum, for 
the parties to'^odge that fum during the whole tune the cafe 
was pending^ but perhaps it might be remedied by allowing 
the coAs to be recovered by aiftion afterwards m the Courts 
below. Another point that called for remedy was, the want 
t>f a power to prunifli the retuinmg officer for IS 

office. As the matt A- Aood at prelent, it lay with the Ho 
to proceed to puni/hment, the Committee not being able to 
•do any thihg more than report to the Houle. The conlje- 
quence wasi for the moft part, the returning officer, who 
abufed hisMthority, clcaped with impunity. There having 
been but ^^y few inAances of the Committee's reporting, 
and thofe only where the returning officer's conduA had 
been extremely grofs and flagrant. It was his intention to 
provide powers to puniOi that officer, and to veft them m 
the Committee. A third pcxnt was of great importance, 
and that was, to provide feme mode or other of determining 
the rights of ele&ion. At prefent the only criterion was;^ 
when a Committee rfyorted what the rights weie, the precca* 
dent was enteitd on the Journals, and that was binding. 
But as Committees, for particular and obvious reafons, very 
raiely reported, t^|gj?ublic might be faid to have loft, under 
the bill, what they foriiferly enioyed undei the old proceed¬ 
ings in tlie tual of controverted %le< 9 :ions, viz. a certainty 
of decifion upon the rights^f eledtions. How to give them 
this again was, Mr..Grej^ville admitted, a matter of pccn- 
liir difficulty, and a mafter to which he liad not yet made up 
his mind; btst it certainly .was a matter greatly to jbe defired. 
Whether, by <«i^nng the rights of eletSlion to the fame 
Committee, who were chofen to try the right to the feat, 
or whether it would be beft to appoint a feparate and fpecial 
Ccunmittee for the purpofe, were objeAs of future delibera- 
tioSlf. Thefe feveral points which he had ftated were, he de¬ 
clared, the principal conflderations that weiglied with him 
as fit to be atten^d to m the next ieffion, when the fubjeA 
fhould be brought fully under difcuffion, and when the Hoiife 
Oinuld be prepared to^ go into a general inveftigation of it. 
He threw them out, therefore, that gentlemen might turn 
them in their minds, x>erfe< 9 :ly confcious of his own inabi¬ 
lity, either in future, or at prefent, to fuggeft any bill that 
would not require the affiftance of the Houfe, and of gen¬ 
tlemen of more experience than himfelf. What he had to 
propoie ill the bill, for leave to bring irt which he fhould that 
4 ay move, were^ as he bad before laid, alterations merely in 

B ft the 
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the mechanical part of the proceeding to chule a ballot, 
and by no means affedtuig the principle of ^he bill itfdf. 
They all knew the dilRculties that had of lata occurred ui 
confluence of the ballot bein|; obliged to be chofen under all 
Its prefent forms; his intention, therefore, was, to propofe 
alterations, but they ihould be as clofe to the mean* 
mg of the prefent bill, and as little debating from the form 
of It, as pofible. The firft he Ihould propofe would be, to 
provide a claulb to admit Committees, who had fihiihed their 
bultnefs, and who were ready to make their report, to make 
that report previous to the Houfe’s proceedingWo lock the 
door and^make a ballot. This, he obferved, was^t a triding 
infringement on the bill as it Hood, and wouldbe attended 
with this good conrequence-^-jt would, where the iltting 
members were declared duly clewed, add two members qua¬ 
lified to ferve to the number of the Houfe, as well as put it 
in the power of fifteen more to ferve on the Committee to be 
the ohjedl of the ballot of the day, if they chofe it. To 
dhew the advantage of this alteration ft^l farther, Mr, Gren- 
^lle reminded the Houfe, that therc^had been two Com^ 
nuttees w'ho had finiihed their hufinefs, and were ready to 
have made their reports in the courfe of the iaft fortnight’s 
adjournment, but weie incapable of ma^u^ them on account 
of the adt’s ordering, that*no public bufmefs whatever fhould 
be proceeded upon till a ballot had been made. The next al¬ 
teration he fkould propofe, he fa^, w^s, m like manner^ cal¬ 
culated to facilitate the making of 3, ballot. He jneant nbt 
to alter the provifo that renders it neceifary ^t an hundred 
members fhould be preient before thry'jhi^tirilril to ballot, 
becaufehe not only thought, that in a matter of fo much im¬ 
portance, fi> many ought to be prefent, but becaufe he be¬ 
lieved the difficulty had but very feldom arjfcn from that cir- 
cumfiance. The caufe of adjournment had chiefly happened 
from the number to be drawn being forty-nine; it might 
therefore be worthy confideration, whether reducing it m 
certain cafes to thirty-nine would not give facility to the bal¬ 
lots : m which cafe either the firft or laft drawn might be 
ftruck oft' at the table. Another matter to which he had 
tamed his attention, was, the inconvenience arifing from 
that claufe which ordered Committees to adjourn in cafe 
more than two of the members of fuch Committees were 
xieceflanly abfent by death or illnefs. The Houfe had that 
day beard of the abfence of one manber of the Bedfordlhire 
Committee through illnefs; and where country eledlions 

wer^ 
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were to be tried, and the Committee were likely to fit long, 
the inconvenience was extremely great. He i-ecolWed that 
the Gloncefterfliiic Committee, wtcr havihg fiit fix or feven 
weeks, had like to have been loft through this very circum- 
ftance. He meant, therefore, to prepofe, that in certain 
cafes, filch al thofe of Committees on county ele&ion^^^ 
where Committees had*fat fix weeks or two naonths, siConNii 
mittee fiioujd ftill fit, altliough reduced to eleven, or even 
nine member^. Lower he ftiould not think of going, be- 
caufe undoubtmly it would not be wife to facilitate members 
excufing themelves from attending. A farther alteration, 
propof^ by ^r. Grenville, was, when there were a certain 
number of Committees fitting, three or more for inftance^ 
that in fuch cafe, if a ballot fhould fail,* public bufineis 
ftiould neverthelefs be gone on with; this alterattofi4^® 
founded on the extreme difficulty that generally occurred to 
get a fufficient number of qualified members to make up the 
number forty-nine, while three or more Committees were ac* 
tually fitting, Anotl^r matter had been a good deal talked 
of as matter of coinplaiht, and that wa*:, the mode of chufing 
nonunees, who, it had been faid, had been influenced, though 
by an honourable bias, and in confequence of it, had rather 
a^cd as advocates tdaltl judges; upon that account had been 
urged, that it would be better if they were not cHofen as at 
prefent, viz, one nommateiby the petitioner, and the other 
by the fitting member, bm: that they ftiould be chofen by 
the Committee. When* the bill was originally introduced^ 
Mr. Grenville faid, the mpde of appointing nominees had 
been a good d^i’^^^-sufled, and the argument for them had 
been this It might happen that a Committee might be 
chofen, confiftmg entirely of young and inexperienced mem- 
bWs; It was neccflary, therefore, to take care that there 
ftiould be two perfons at leaft added to the numlier chofen, 
in whom the parties could confide for their knowledge of 
parliapientary law, and their expenence as men of buunefs. 
Nowi if the nommatidn was taken out of the hands of the 
parties, and put into thofe of the Comnuttee, the latter might 
feled^ perfons as inexperienced as themfelves. Another mode 
indeed had been tal^d of, and that wa$, to let the Houle 
name them; but if this mode were adopted, the Houfe would 
naturally point their nomination uniformly to thofe mem¬ 
bers who were known to be the fitteft to inftruiSt younger 
Committeemen, and thus the tribunal would no longer be 
yrliat it was defigned to be, a fluiftiiating tribunal, and a par** 
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ticular defcription of members would bear more than ati 
equal (hare oi the onus of fervtng upon Committees. Upon 
Che whcde, therefore, it might perhaps be better to let the ap¬ 
pointment of nominees remain as it did, if gentlemen in ge¬ 
neral would but Underiland that the Houfe held that a nomi- 
^ejR*s to a& merely as any other member of the Committee 
*<«aXmem powers to adt. Another ciftumftonce, Mr. Gren* 
ville faid, feemed to call for alteration, but it was of fb per- 
fonal a nature, that it was fcarcely proper for him, or indeed 
any member but one, who was at &is time ^ually ferving 
on a Committee, to propofe it. What he al^ded to was, 
the enad^ing that elei^ion Committees ihould ^itinue fitting 
notwithAanding prorogations of Parliament. When the 
f>ill pafled, no provifion of this nature had been made, whence 
It was generally underllood, that as a prorogation put an end 
to all other Committees, it;did the fame to eleiftion Com¬ 
mittees. Mr. Grenville ihewed, that by this operation of 
an order to prorogue, a Committee that might perhaps have 
fat fix weeks or two months, and mi jht be within a week or 
two of coming to a conciuflon, was liable to be put an end 
to, and the parties would have to go through the fame trou¬ 
ble and expence the next fefiion; a natter that certainly 
called for feme provihon, and ^t, repeated it, it was 
hardly £ur for any perfen not ai^ually ferving on a Com¬ 
mittee to propofe fuch a provilmn. 

Thefe Mr. GrenviUe faid, ^ere the principal points 
which he meant to provide for by*the claufes of the bill he 
was about to move for leave to bring in. apologifing 

to the Houfe for having taken up fo their time, he 

concluded with moving, 

That leave be given to brsng in a bill for the farther 
regulation of the tnals of controverted eledlions on re- 
^ turns of members to ferve in Parlianfent.^' 

Mr. Mm- Mr. Afmutgv faid, Ite rofe to do himfelf the honour of 
nga* fecondmg the right honourable gentleman's motion, and to 
exprefs hit partiewar fatisfadiion that* the fubjed fhould have 
been brought forward hr a gentleman, the image of the au¬ 
thor of the bill, and who, he was happy to find, was actua¬ 
ted by the fame zeal for the purity of election, the fame re¬ 
gard for the lionour and dignity of that Houfe, and the fame 
Xove and reverence for equal and impartial juftice. Mr. 
Montagu declared he agr^ perfectly in opinion with the 
right honourable gentleman, that it was much wller to defer 
the confiiferatien of the more general and important points 

to 
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to the next I^Bon t^n to bring th^ under difculSon m tho 
prefent. But w^at the right honourable gentleman had lug* 
geBed as the fubjefb of a mture biU, were certainly extreme¬ 
ly intereBing. If means could be ibund of putting a Bop to 
frivolous and vexatious petitions, it would be a great 
tage. If a power alfo for the punifiiing of returning oiHceri 
could be veBed in the Committees, it would undoubtedly be 
attended with beneficial confequences; but tc was mofi: defi- 
rable of aJl, to^ve the rights of elei!Bion determined. With 
regard to the matters Bated by tfie right honourable gentle¬ 
man as the j^ounds of the bill, that was immediately to 
come under comideration, he agreed with him in the pro¬ 
priety of moB of them* The only point about which he 
entertained much doubt was, that of furring bufinefs to 
proc^ in cafe a ballot Biould ^il when there were three 
Committees fitting. That, however, was a matter more 
proper to difcufs wlien they ihould come into the Committee 
on the bill, and therefoffe he would re&rve what he had to 
fay upon the fubjeiSt till diat occafion ihould arrive* 

Lord Afaken faid, it always gave him extreme pam to dif- M Kfa* 
fer in opinion from his right honourable friend; but* as a fin- 
cere friend to Mr* GrdffnileVbill, he muB de^re, ^hat on« 
of the propofitions of the right honoarable gentleman, viz, 
that of fuBenng the public bi^efs to proem m cafe a bal¬ 
lot ihould fiifl when thite Co^ittees were fitting, was cut* ^ 
ting up the principle of Mrr Gmnville’s bill root and branch, 

'1 hat It went to that extent, wonld be produdive of all 
the ill confequence. tl^JiiU was meant to prevent, he would 
iliew to the Houfe lii the cleareB manner, by confidermg it 
in two or three pomts of view. In the £i& place, nothing 
could be more plain than that the compulfion of bill, by 
putting a Bop to all public bufinefs till ballots were made, 
was one of the moft efiiential principles of Mr. Grenviuc^s 
bill: It was, he faid, that principle upon wUch the author of 
the bill reft^ as the beB fecurity fiar its operation and e£^. 

To fufier the public bufinefs to proceed, on any pretence^ 
when a l^ot could not be made^ was to weaken that princi¬ 
ple, and to le»l to infinite mifi^iefi It was, hts Lordihip 
laid, an el^tial, and indeed a firB principle mthe inBitution 
of every tribunal to take care that a caufe brought before it 
Would have a certainty of being tried* There would be no 
certamty of trial of any eledion cauie before a Coinsnittee 
of that Hottft, if the pre^ofiuon in ^ueiHon admitted 
and made a low; becaml^ if the propofition were adopted,; 
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deflicn caufes would run throujB;K a whole Pat^iament, and 
at the end of it many of them Ml remain i^itned. As the 
hill (food at prefent, feveral would remain to he tried in the 
third feffion; but if the alteration he alluded to were made, 
jhiKyrVoald not be all heard by the fourth, nor £fth, nor laft 
feffion* To prove this he would ftate a cafe •—fuppofing 
three Committees were fitting, and there remained many 
more ^controverted eledlions to be tried; at tj|e head of the 
JiA a very long one, and after it many Atorf ones: poilibly 
the three ixttipg Committees might contm^ to At for Ax 
weeks or two months longer. Suppoilng the Jafe to happen 
at that moment the 7tti of April, why th^n all the other 
controverted ele^ions would not be tried at all in the pre^ 
lent ie£^n. Nor was that all the mifchief. Suppoiing at 
the head df the lift of eleij^ions to be tried, that one, thus 
deferred, was a petition from the county of York, from the 
county of Lancafter, the county of Devon, or any diftant 
county: the parties expedling their Ballot to take place every 
day, had all their witne0es in town'at tlic expence of a hun¬ 
dred pounds a day. Under fuch circuindances, they were 
cftiliged to keep them in town till one or other of the three 
Committees were fitting* hadT^me to a conclufion, 
which might he two nvonths ere it happened ; and thus were 
the parties loaded with the enonnous expence of a hundred 
'pounds a day for two montlb. HiS Lordlhip expreifed a 
wilh that, inftead of adopting the propofition he had repro- 
bated) the number of members to conftitute a Committee 
was reduced to eleven. In that cafe^^vofCommi ttees might 
be fitting at the fame time, pd only ]^y-£ve members, a 
tenth part of the Houfe, be engaged m thedifchaige of that 
public duty; that would, in his opinion, be a great improve¬ 
ment ; but the alteration before referred to by him, for the 
x^afons he had ftated, he certainly ftiould oppofe when that 
part of ‘ftie intended bill camy mto the Committee. 

Mr. Po^bem (aid, the fub^ was exceedingly important, 
and that the mconveniqaces the Houfe and the Public bad 
tecently fuftered, fufficientlv points out the nec^ty for 
Ibme farther regulations. He thought, however, me diffi¬ 
culty of prOcunng forty-nine to raSne up the ballot might 
be obviated without reducing them to thirty-nme. For m- 
ftance-<<->as it frequently happened that a ballot could not be 
cc pleted for want of two or three, fuppoiing the names of 
thofe who had ferved, and were entitled to excufe 

tibonfelwss, weie put mto a fepaiato glafs, and, upon adefi- 
* ciency 
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ciency of the number of perfons who had not ferved, fo matjy 
of their names who had ferved, were drawn out of tliat fepi|- 
rate glafs as would make up the number fprty-nftie. By this 
means the burden would be hght, even if they did fervc^ or 
they might be the hrA Aruck out by the parties and their 
Counfel. Mr. Popham declated himfelf a zealousfiHi||^o 
the bill, of which h% was at that t>rae giving a prool^ 
indeed, he faid, he ever had confidered public duty as a con- 
fideration fufperior to that of private convenience. The tenth 
of the Kin^ he obferved, had only one exception in it, vm. 
the fweznlg in of a member; but he thought it ought to 
have anothfw the exception of a call, becaufe if a call were 
to precede a ballot, it would be a good m^ans of fecunng an 
attendance. With regard to the Committees continuing to 
fit notwithfianding a prorogation, the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had laid, no member but one who was a^ually fer- 
ving upon a Comnuttte ought to give an opinujin upon that 
point. He came within tl^t defcription, and h^ made no 
fci uple to fay, he thought an ele£licn Committee, like every 
other legal tribunal, ought to continue fitting till they had 
made an end of then caufe; theie was, befides, fomething 
upon the face of^pg extremely aJifurd, that a Committee 
Aiould fit fix weeks, be flien put an end to by a prorogation, 
and the parties liave all their expehce and trouble to begin di 
novo next feffion. lo a nJmflion of the numbers he could 
by no means vvli ifcvci'ag’'ee. He was of opinion, that in 
proportion as luch powers were extended, the purpofe aimed 
at by tlie inftitnt^on would be fecured. And if once the 
principle was a'fitted, that the Committee might confift 
(of fewer than at prefent, it was impofTible to fay wheie fuch 
an idea might ftop. Nor was he wdlmg to fuhwribe to what 
lie had heard on the fubjcdl of nominees. He was inclined 
to think that it would not be eafy to fubftitute any thing 
better in the room of that regulation. He hoped gentlemen 
chofen in that manner, and aiSling'by oath, might have the 
fame ct*dit and confidence as the other members of the 
Committee. But he chiefly begged the attention of the 
Hdufe to the piinciple of the bill it was to expedite the bu- 
finefs of the Public. How then could this«be done more ef- 
fedluall/ than by the original procefs on which the law in 
queAioo had been made ? The firA objeA was to fecure the 
members of the Houfe. This was fo contrived, and, in his 
pamd, with admirable wildom, that the fairnefs and juAiceof 
gentlemen elei^ed Aiould appear, before any thing concem- 
Vot.. XVIII. C . iP« 
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ing the interefts of the Public were committed to their de¬ 
cision. He faw, on the whole, much good and feme few 
exceptionable things in the lyftem held fort*i. He would 
not encroach on the time of the Houfe to ipecify thefe; but 
he could not help attending to that which v\ tnt to the reco- 
of fuit, which he hadofte^ thought indifpenfa- 
necefTaryj as enormous expences weie often accrued by 
individuals for very frivolous excufes. An end put to Inch 
abufes as thek was earneflly delired by e\ery gtfiitU ni m w ho 
had feen, as he had done, in veiy many inhancc^ the inlinite 
mifchief and inconvenience to which it led. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland (Mr. J. CampMell) thought 
^tjie Houfe and the Public at large under great obligations to 
the right honourable gentleman who, with fo much propriety, 
m every refpeft, had brought forward this buhnels He 
would, however, fubmit it tb the conlideratiop of gentb - 
meii, how far it wouM be expedient to intaifeic with the' 
original prefcnption in the bill, concernirg the number of 
which thofe Committees w'ere coinpofcd. In many, \cry 
many cafes, indeed, the fubjctSls of inveftigation were ex¬ 
ceedingly intricate and involved. This, during the time in 
which he had fat in one of thefg Co«w«itteps, fo literally 
t^appened, that notwithftj^nding the habits of the profclTion 
in which he had been bred and lived, but for the Counfel 
that were prefent, be fhould oftd^ not have kiiown what he 
was about. The Pws in the twoVopntnes, however fimilar 
in their radical principles and pradical aims, the fludy and 
profeflion in the ufage of the Counts, and^a \ iriety of other 
circumftances, were undoubtedly extrcmely^iiFcrent. How¬ 
ever, fo far as he could judge, there hardly could be any 
fuppofed cafe in which a competent knowledge of the laws of 
the land, and efpecjally thofe of eleflion, was fo abfolutely 
neceflary as in thofe Committees; and as it might always be 
prefumed that a great many men of* the profeffion would 
have a feat ih the Houfe, the larger the number was, any 
di£ScuIty' of this kind was the more likely to meet with a 
ready folution. ' He wiOied, he faid, to fuggefb an idea on 
this on which, however, he was not earnefe. In 

cafes 01 difficulty about a legal point, might not the Com¬ 
mittee beneficially have the power to refer to the judges for 
their opinion ^ His Lordfhip coincided with thofe who wifhed 
that claufe whicH authonfed nominees to undergo a very tho¬ 
rough examination. There was not, in his mind, another in 
the bill which was liable to fo much abufe, or which ren¬ 
dered 
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dcred the duty of individuals more delicate. For his own 
part, It was of all others a lltuation he fhould like the leaft^ 
as it was calculated to excite embaita^ent, and excite fen- 
timents wiiicn) on fuch ail occalion, ought by all means 
whatever to be lupprefled. The very inAitution, as it ftruck 
him, luppofed a jealoufy in thofe with whom the (^|^ce of 
the nominees la'y, o^the gentlemen who had engagi 
oath to decide impartially on the evidence which mould be 
fubmitted to their attention. It was a breach of the origi¬ 
nal fyftem, which tended, in his opinion, to mfpire the par¬ 
ties, who w^e at iffue, with a prejudice againft the Jury, 
wlio were t^iie verdi« 5 t on the caufe; and he trufted lome 
mode would w devifed in the bill propofed for the redrefs of 
fuch a grievance. 

Mr. fV, Stanhope regretted, that among all the regulations Mf, W. 
which he had heard pi opofed, there was none which, iri any S'*"***?*' 
degree, afFeded the attendance of lawyers on thele Com¬ 
mittees , for he had the misfortune to diifer eflentially frdirl 
the honourable gentl(!hian (the Lord Advocate of Scotland) 
on that particular. He had long thought, and it was, he 
believed, i pretty general opinion, that the cafes of eleiSfions 
were not made more clear, but more intricate and tedious, 
the more law^cis tWft wsre in the Committee, whether ai 
counfellors 01 as members^ a varisty of votes, which evety 
plain, honeft man could decide, withdut hefitatioft or diffi¬ 
culty, by the fophiftry of the bar were often wrought up 
into luch a cloud of loarfled obfeunty, that lawyers only 
could underftand. On this account efpecially, and alfo on 
account or the exp^nce occafloncd by Counfel, he was forry 
that fome propofitiori to that effedf had nof been Hated; per¬ 
haps one Counfellor might, in fome Committees, be, on 
fome particular knotty points, necelTary; but he was fe- 
rioufly of opinion, that in all Committees, and on all occa- 
fions, one alone was necellary j and he hoped, in the new 
regulations which were moved this evening, a claufe to this 
import would have a place. For his own part, he liad al¬ 
ways been of opinion, that no other a£f in the Legiflature 
had brought fo much employment td gentlemen of the long - 
robe as this bad done. He could afibre the Houfe, and he 
thought It was a fad! which merited their attention, that the 
Grenville adf had already put above an hundred thoufand 
pounds in the lawyers* pockets; and he was'illll at a lofs to 
learn what the general mtereft of eledftion was the better for 
taking fo much money from the tnenrisefs of Parliament, 

C 2 and 
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and giving it to the gentlemen of the long robe; nor did he 
believe the Houfe was one jot the more independent for ha¬ 
ving that hundred thonfand pounds taken outvoi their poc¬ 
kets. He faid he approved ol the noble Lord’s idea of redu¬ 
cing Committees in numbei of members to eleven, inafmuch 
* ould then be feviei to alk aiieflions; for, he ob- 

iCTved, It was generally a lule for the wiole fiftetn to go re¬ 
gularly through with a witneis, each of them examining him 
one after another, fo that, by that means, one'w itnels was 
not done with in a day. 

^l»e Sfcre* 'Iha Sectetaty at PVat (Sii f leorgc Yonge) omned himfelf 

tiryatWar. {^g,j always an admirer ot the Grenj^le a£t, and 

It would not be difficult to point out an infinite vaiiety of 
advantages which it had alieady produced. 1 he light ho¬ 
nourable gentleman who brought forward the prefent quef- 
* tion, had offered his regulations to the confuleration of the 

Houle with a candoui -ind diffidence which did him honour; 
and he \fas furc eveiy thing but difrelpijiSl would ht coafider- 
cd as the motive on which he would prelume to hint a difie- 


nnee on any of the great points which he had Hated with 
fo much propriety. But he could not help thinking that the 
prmaple of the bill ^ught to have beqjjj^prcferved inviolate. 
He knew not but the fame, or fimilar inconveniences, might 
refdlt from the regulations which were to put an end to thofe 
which had already been exixii lenccd from the operation of this 
falutary bill* He wai exceedingly defirous that fome other 
inode might be adopted for removing the difficulty thus gene¬ 
rally acknowledged, than any uiterfeieive with a piinciple 
which he conceived not only highly coifHiIutional, but a pe¬ 
culiar guard of the CopHituncm, ‘ 

M. Mr. Michael-Angeh Taylor rofe chiefly to oppofe the doc- 
iMftut. trine which had been held out concerning lawyers. He beg¬ 
ged gentlemen would confider how vaiious and complicated 
the cafes often were which occurred on thefe occafions, and 


how much it depended on the legality of a found decifion. 
He was fatisfied, for his part, that ho Counfellor whatever 
Was adequate to the bufinefs, and that no man who uridt^r- 
ilood<^s magnitude would fingly undertake it. He, for one, 
knew well how very inadequate he was, and he bel’oved many 
of the profeffion were in the fame fituation, and of the fame 
opinion. I'here were many of the material objeds to which 
the motion went, on which he would hazard no opinion 
whatever. Some had h.s finccre approbation. Others might 
admit of hefitation and difcuffion. 'Fhis mucfi, however, 
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he would fay, that whatever al?e 6 lei tlie geneial principle 
of the bill, ought not to be either raftily or piematurely 
adopted. Th^it public bufinels lliould fuixirf-de 1 ballot for 
a Committee, he trufted would never be the calc; it was a 
do(£lnne at leaft to which he was dctermined,ne\er to fub- 
fcribe; he deemed it dangerousto the interefts ot in 

a very eminent degree; and wiftied the Houle 
watch agunfl any fuch innovation. So far as his opinion 
went. It Ihould always be loi retaining this great ftimulus 
entire, and to prevent any fublequcnt regulation liom inter¬ 
fering with/t 111 any mealure whatever. 

Mr. Dc^^er entered into this difculTion, he fai J, with very Mr Demp- 
great leilouinels, as he conceived it to be a fubjeifl of the 
greatell moment. Ke had been witnefs to the ftate ot elec¬ 
tions before the prefent meifure, and the cale of a petitioner 
then was deplorable. He was obliged to knuckle in a man¬ 
ner unworthy of a gentleman, wliethci mis place was right 
or wrong, in order that he might get the Moufe into good 
humour, or that he might obt.mi fuch a majority as to fecure 
liim a favourable decifion. Therefoie it was, that the bill had 
been originally brought forward, and tliuugli it had many 
difficulties to combat 111 its piogiefs, it loon proved latisfac- 
tory m its opcratiSS? to «\( ry on - and he owiu J himtclf not 
a little forry indeed, to heai the ftnallSft intention of inter¬ 
meddling, m any refpeft whatever, with wliat, in his mird, 
conftituted the great opeiative piinciple of tiie biIJ| He 
could name fome of the ifioft n fprflable aCemblies, in which 
all bufinefs flood fufpended, till the powers of the court, 
and the authority rvt e\ery individual member wms inquired 
into. This he pielumed to be a leading principle m the 
conftitution of every court; and he fliould be loryr to fee 
thole couits which wcie fo infimateiy connciSlcd with the 
inteiefls of eleftion, divefled of it. It was, in his opinion, 
the preffure or uigency of public bufinefs, wdiich gave the 
law mofl of Its energy; and why fiiould not the reprefenta- 
tion of the people be as complete as the nature of the cafe 
would admit, befoie the public bufinefs could procerd, or at 
leaft, before any thing could be idmittcd which Ihould tend 
to defeat the intention of the aft m queftioii. He afked 
where the fault lay^ It did not lie in the bill, which, in his 
opinion, provided for the difpatch of public bufinefs. He 
was forry to obferve, tint the impediment was m the lazinefs 
and want of attention in members to their duty; a defefk 
which he was afraid would not be the fooncr remedied by the 

obvious 
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obvious defire vjrhich prevailed to accommodate the requifi- 
tions of their lituation to their difpolitions, rather than to 
accommodate theit difpofitions to their duty. He touched 
on feveral of the points propofed, and paid tfie Lord Ad¬ 
vocate of Scotland many high compliments; but trullcd 
the h incurable gentleman who brought forward the bufmefs, 
)l r fc,ine by what he had tint he wilhed to 
iB^ofehim; the truth was, he had the finccrcll ielpe <51 foi 
the bill, and ihould be forty to fee any other intcifeiing with 
the fubje^l, which he thought fo well btcamt him. Hf hid 
Rated his fentiments mciel) trom the many .idvaU'igts which 
he thought the original meafure had produced, l^uid might 
Rill produce, 

Mr. Stanhope rofe to explain, and Rated one or two ludi¬ 
crous cafes in which lawyers had abided the cunfidcucc placed 
in them on fuch occahons. 
jH[r.Pow7s. Mr. Fmvys rofe merely to refcal the attention of the Houfe 
to the queRion before them. Gentlemen, he faid, by attach¬ 
ing their remarks to the points which ^he honourjtble gen¬ 
tleman had Rated 111 a fummary manner, (eemed to havt loR 
fight of the point now to be determined; which was, whe¬ 
ther leave was now to be given to bring in iht bill pio- 
pofed or not. The merits of the biji, itiiqjj inciple, and pro- 
vifioiis would all come to b^ difcuiTed m its progteis through 
the Houfe. Theie was not a doubt but vciy Rrong obiec- 
tions would lie againR many paits of the fyRem * that elpe- 
cially,* which it feemed to be pnncrpajly aimed at, ought in 
his mind to be well weighed. He meant, the objCcR of fa¬ 
cilitating public bufinefs, which Re hoped might be done 
otherwifc than at the expence of a law which had done fo 
much good, and for which, on a very competent trial, pro\ ed 
itfelf an^aclequate remedy. He was on tint account, rather 
fony, that a noble Loid Riould have difcovcred fo much 
harlhntfs m the oppolition which he gave many valuable 
regulations had been fuggefted, and he was not without 
hopes, that by the attention and wifdom of the Houfe, the 
plan might be rendered every way worthy of adoption. 

14 . Mahon Lord Afahon hoped he had faid nothing that difcovered any 
dcgicc of haifhnefs, hut thought it the moR honourable and 
candid mode of adliiig, fairly to Rite his opinion, and to 
fpecify the point to which his ob]e(Rion would be dirc£led. 
%tr w*n 1 he right honourable J4 \ GrenvtUe owned himfelf much 

' OrcoMlic obliged to the gentlemen who had obfci ved on the points lub 
raittcd by him to the confideiation of the Houle, and he 

hoped, 
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hoped^ if the Houfe gave him leave to bring m liis bill, that 
he might be allowed to avail himfelf of every thing that had 
been ofFered ^ him from all fides of the Houfe. He would 
only obfeive, for the prefent, that it was by no means his 
intention to impede, by any regulation whatever, ^ope¬ 
ration of the bill, but^ if poflibie, at pnee to preierve%H« 
operation and the progelV of public bulioels equally invio-^ 
late. 

Mr. Sttachey faid, that he faw no objeflion to any of the Mr* Si». 
amendment ^intended by the right honourable gentleman, 
except tliac ^hich related to the hnal decihon of the rights 
of election .^Ihat he lat m the Houfe when his great friend 
Ml George Grenville, brought m the bill now under confi- 
dcration; that lie perfectly recolledled the arguments he had 
urged upon the particular fubje6t of the determination of 
the rights of eledfion; that he* had faid, the power of deter¬ 
mining thole rights ought not to be delegated to a Com* 
rnittee, but fliould bcfieferved in the breafl of the Houfe 
alone ; that the idea iuggefted by the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman now, was not a regulation, made neccilary by Snj 
inconvenience (as the cafe of the Houfe itfelf being called 
upon to decide, hac^^vei^occurred flnce the eil;ab|[illiment of 
thole Committees) but an ablolute^deviation from one of the 
mam principles of the original bill and its mover; that how¬ 
ever, as the point in quellion did not relate to the objedfs 
of the bill now propofed* to be brought in, but referred 
lueiely to the bill intended for next felHon; he did not mean 
to make it a topic*'of debate at prefent, but to fuggeft his 
objeiflion, in order that the right honourable gentleman 
might take it into conflderation before he iliould bung m his 
bill of general amendment. 

The queftion being put for leave to bring in a bill, it was 
agreed to. 

The order of the day having beenr read, for the Houfe to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, Mr. 

Gilbert took the chair, and Mr. Erikine being called in, and 
having informed the Committee^ that he appeared in behalf 
of the petitioners from Manchefeer, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt deiired that the petition from Lan- Mr Chtn 
cafter, on which counfel had already been heard, and wit- **»**• 
nefles examined, might be read. His reafon for this he faid 
was, that the counfel at the bar might be able to anfwer a 
quefeion, which in order to fave the Committee a vail deal 
of uiHels trouble, he wifhed to put to him, A^mely, how 

fax 
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the objects of the petition to which he w<ie going 
to fpeak, and the fcope of the evidence which he intended 
tto produce, were of a diffcient tendency from^hat which the 
Hoijfe was already m polTefUon of from the arguments and 
evi dent on the former petition. 
v. 4 ^^i*#wpetitii>n being rc id, ^ 

LordNonh Jl,oid jVw faid, that the qneflion was nfelefs, inafmuch 
as the Committee w c - not at lihei ty to ufe a difcre tion n h- 
tive to the hearing of t^ie Counfel fi>r the petitioners, ihevr 
petition having hten referred to them for tlu e»nels purpofe 
of then hearing counfl and evidf‘nte to it; antlVvhethei the 
objeiTls of the two petitioiis were of an anilo^us undcncy 
or not, they muft ftndlly abide b) the ord. r of the Houfe. 

JMp CbM. Mr. Chancellor laid, that Iwlides his unwillingnefs 
telior Pitt, preclude any body of m^ \ wliatfoever fiom any iiifans 
by which they might think ilj infclvcs mtitled to oiiar their 
fenthnents U» the Iloufe, or tc mivt int, ITonlc of infoi- 
ipnatiqp or inftiuefion through ai . ’ ’vuu I in vvhicJi it could 
be expeifted; be aifo ftlt adilhJi-uc l .mini m (piellion, 
from his inexpLiiii n in pailianuntaiy hums, and theiefore 
requeued, that gentkrnt n on eithci fide of the Houfe, would 
give their opinion to tlie j ..i il of^)rd(m»-thtie c< itiiiily was 
jio memltpr whofe ]udgtiy**iU he would mm * w ilhngly bt go¬ 
verned by on luch queitions in geneial, thin thi noble Lord 
who fpoke laft; but flill in this mftance, he mull ventuie 
to differ from him. The noble •Lyid, he obfeived, did not 
take upon him to fay, that thcie was any raatcual differenre 
m the ob)e£ls of the two petitidns; but mcicly, that whe¬ 
ther theie was or was not, fuch difference wa^ immaterial to 
the Committee, f r at .'ll! event*-, they v n bound to hear 
the Counfel. 'f bio ipp ucd to him fo diom^tiically oppofite 
to common fenlt, md fo deifgai >*•) >o ib* <u Gllency and 
dignity of Paihamml, tint lie could not inngine the idei 
of the noble Lord on the fubjedl to be wtll founded. He 
wilhed to know wlu'thf r it was intend<d that the Houle 
fliould underfl.ind, th.t when once a petition, praying to be 
heard by connlel, w w lefeiied to a Committee, with liberty 
to hear Counlel on it, that tlie Oomnutlfe w^ere thereby 
bound to hear Counft 1, whcUw r it appealed to them neceffary 
or not. If Uiis |>rimiple were admitted, it would frequently 
Mivolve the Committee in a very difagrecuhle prediciment, 
by fuhje^lmg It to a icpetition of fimilar arguments, on fimihr 
ropiiS, and thereby create a very dangeious and fatal delay 
. in proci^ischng > on fubjt tls vvh're any oppohtion was made, 

foils 



debates. 

Perfojis defifotis of imp<;,ding any ptibHc meafure would^ lino 
der this pnnciple, have nothing more to do than to come 
feparately to the Honfe with feparate petitions, aQ of the 
fame tendency, and calculated to promote the fame interefts^ 
s and by that means, day after day, the Committee mull fit 
to hear arguments and evidence folcly calculated for rHrfmr- 
pofes of procraflinatitni, without affording any hew h^t^' 
upon the matter before them. It was not his wi(h td adhere 
very ftri^ly to his own fentiments on the fubje€l:, with 
refpeffc to ^e prefent occailon, provided that it could be 
got over w^uiout a manifeft outrage on the rules of the 
Houfe and th$ decorum of its proceedings. There were two 
things neceffary to be considered, hrft, the principle, Whe¬ 
ther the Committee were fo efie^ually tied up by the oj^der 
of the Houfe, as that they could not, on any the ftrongdl 
grounds, avoid hearing the ceunfel; if tlus wens anfwered 
in the negative^ then certainly they ought to put the ^ueftioti 
to counfel, not, whetther the mterefts that he came to fUp- 
port were of a different nature from thole which had bem 
the grounds of the former petitions, but in what they diidbr- 
ed; and if there appeared to the Committee, to be fuch an 
identity between b9tb> afford no profpedl of new mat¬ 
ter coming forward, to rlfufe hearing him. If,^ on the con¬ 
trary, the principle were admitteS^, that the Committee wem 
^naly bound by the order^ and precluded from the exermfe 
of a difcretion, whether tjiey fhoulJ hear the counfel or not, 
then they had another method of avoiding the ufelefs* and 
humiliating delay .of hearing reiterated arguments, if they 
found that fuch were lihely to be impofed on them, which 
Was by poftponing the hearing until the meeting of the 
Houfe; when, on leprefenting the cafe, the order might be 
refcinded on motion: on this iubjedt he &ould be glad to hear 
the opinion of the noble Lord. The fecond confideration, 
after determining the principle, related to the fadt, whether 
the mtereils were or were not different; and this could only 
be known from the counfel, he being fuppofed to be bell; ac¬ 
quainted with the concerns of his clients. For his own part, 
he confeffed that he did not fbe any great grounds ot divcraty 
m the cafes of the two clafles of the petitioners; the prefent 
principally conhfltng of the fuflian manufaAuret's, and the 
former of thofe of callicoes and cottons; which branches he 
conceived to be fo nearly allied to each other, as to require 
great cafuiflry to point out fb ffrong a diflimtlarity of inte- 
refts as to warrant a feparate heanng. He faid he had takan 
VoL. XV III, D up 
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up this lAea not (b much with a view to the cafe immediately 
before the Committee, as to put gentlemen on their guard 
againil bringing themlelves into the fame piediiEament, m the 
pr^refs of a bufinefs, which from its own nature, would ne> 
cellL'ily be attended with a great deal of prolixity. 

JaOr^Nortb faid, that though he certainly had not alletted 
thurtlie interefts of the two dalles of^titioncrs vrere fepa- 
jratc, yet he was ftill farther from faying, that they were not 
fo, for he believed the contrary. Nor had he argued, that 
all petitioners whatfoever were entitled to be heaid by 
, their counfel, for no other leafon, but m^ely becauie 
they requited It; fofarfrcvn it, he was cleailr ox opinion, 
not only that the Houfe had a full power to r^efl that part 
of the prayer of every petition, which related to the hearing 
of counfel, if it thought proper, but that the Houfe ought 
to do fo on every occalton wh^re it had rcafon tp believe, that 
the hcaaiig would only lead to a repetition of former argu¬ 
ments on the fame fubjeiSt. ^ 

Mr jfenJu Mr, yenktnfon thought the Committee ought to cmifider 
Infoa. what precedents were to be found on the lubjed, and in- 
ilanced the practice of that rcfpedtable Committee confti- 
tuted by Mr. Grenville’s bill. There ^pre fiequeutly two 
oi more petitions to be determined by that Com nut tee, but 
the parties were not allowed to bring fepaiate counfd to the 
fame fai^s or cafes. Where an evident diverfity of mterefts 
was pointed out, then they were permitted to feparate their 
cafe/rom that of the other petitioner^; and this principle he 
thought ought ceitainly to be adopted Jiy all other Com¬ 
mittees whatfoever, as the only means of preventing tlut 
ufolefs lepetition of argument., which was fo naturally to be 
appiehended in the prelent mllance. 

Itr.,8»tde. Mr. St fete obferved, that the noble Lord (North) oppolite 

had not yet anfwered the queflion of his right honourable 
friend (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) whether, in cale it 
appesfred by the confeilion of the counfel at the bar thai the 
obje^l of his argument was ei^uSIly parallel to what had al¬ 
ready been offered to the Committee, there was no method, 
agreeable to parliamentary form^ by which the Committee 
might extricate themfelves from a fituation fo abfurd and fo 
difgraceful^ 

I^Nonb. Lord l^ortb faid, that he knew no way of doing it, as the 
Houfe bad. already committed the petition to be conildeted 
with the affiftance of counfel. fie faid, the method to have 
avoided the difficulty would have been, to have made the in¬ 
quiry 



A*178S- deb a t E^S. ^ 

quinr when the petition was firft brought uito the Honfe, and 
by the refult of that inquiry to be detenubMd with ngaid to 
the propriety^ of referring it to aCommittea, teith an order to 
hear couniel on it. 

Mr. Edm fpoke to the queiUon of the identity or diverfity Mr Eden, 
of interefts between the two dalles of petitionersfaj^laid, 
that there were no grounds for fuppoUng the inters' ih* 
fimilar as to render the arguments on the latter in any degree 
a repetition of thofe on the h>rmer, for the cotton and callico 
manufadurers were chiefly‘employed m providing for the 
home confmnption, whereas thofe concerned in the fuftian 
trade dealt principally in exportation. He coincided in what 
ftecn^d to be^the general opinion of the former fpeakers^ that 
It was by no means incumbent on the Houfe to hear 
than one oar of counfel to the fame argument; but that itel; 
being the cale at prefent, certainly the petition before theth 
was intitled to Tupport from counfel) agreeable to its prayer 
and to the older of the Houfe. 

Mr. Roje faid a fe^ words in anfwer to Mr. Eden and Lord Mr 
North, 111 which he pointed out the near alliance between the 
two branches of manufadure. 

Mr. Fox contended, that the Committee were bound down Mr Foa. 
by the order of thfi'ttoufe to hear the counfel, for that the 
time was paft when the objertioi^ ought to have been taken. 

He agreed, that if the objeds and grounds of each petition 
weie of a flmilar nature, that it would by no means be proper 
to iniiil: on its being referfed to a Committee, with an older 
to hear counfel on it. He faid, that even were the Com* 
mittee at liberty t6 decline hearing counfel on the fubjedl, m 
confequence of his admitting a parity of interefts with other 
petitioners, yet ftill they had no means of calling for fuch 
conftflion, provided it was deiired to be withheld, for his 
learned friend at the bar might very probably anfwet) if 
called upon by the queftion propofed, “ that he was unac* 
quainted with any former petitions, or with the objeAs and 
fcope of them, or the evidence and arguments by which they 
had been fupported; nor could he confequcntly pretend to 
anfwer whether that on which he appeared before them was 
of a fimilar or different tendency.** 

Mr. Chancellor Pttt anfwerpa the arguments of Mr. Eden MrCb#*- 
relative to the difference between the export and the home **11" *’'*** 
trade) by obfervmg) that the Infti Propofitions could only 
affe£l the home confumptlon, having no refpedf whatfoever to ' 
exportation; and that therefore any difference arifing on that 

P 2 head 



ament ARY A. 1785. 

^4 was not of a nature to intitle the prefent petitioners to 
a ii^aiatehearn^ on the principle of a diveriity of intereft; 
1^ in or^ to intitle them to fuch feparate hearings it would 
be necdlTary^O point out fuch a fubftantial and^ecided diver* 
iUy of interns with regard to the home ccnfumptiony the 
omybmpch of the trade which was at all afiedted, as ihould * 
- joffeflncw field of ddculfion and argupient. To Mr. Fox’s 
argument relative to the difierenee arifing m the printing 
branch of the caUico bufinefs, be obferved that this could by 
X19 means affeift the quefiion in debate, becaufe the callico 
znahtifadturers had acknowledged, that as to tha^ department 
of their trade,, they were under no apprehenfions about it, 
relying on the fuperior tafie and experience ofithis cbqntry, 
fo ibcure It a conftant pre-eminence m that branch. He de¬ 
clared, that he would at all times be extremely delicate with 
T^ard to the dntrodu£tion of any nevr precedent into the 
forms and proceedings of the Houle, and particularly one of 
a nature that could by any means interrupt or impede the ac- 
eefs of their conilituenls to Parliamenf, either with petition, 
remonfir^M^ice, or advice, when they thought their own in- 
tereft or that of the Public likely to fuller, for want of due 
JnIbrmatJOft or knowledge* 7 ^hat he Ihould feel an irrefifii- 
blc temptation to facrifice not only thrlurms, but even the 
pofitive orders of the Hou/e, rather than fulFer them to be an 
obllaole to ai)y complaints which the apprehenfions of per- 
fons without doors might give nfe to, in finding their way 
to the bar; and fo far was he from wilhing to encourage any 
obftacle of that kind, that although the Houfe feemed almolt 
vnaniinouily to coincide with him in opinion, that joint m- 
terefis weie not entitled to ieparate difculfions of counfel; 
and s^though, for his own part, he woul4 by po means be fii- 
tisfied with theevafion which the right honourable gentleman 
oppofite to him had fuggefied to the learned counfel; yet he 
was fatisfied that he IhoiSd be called in, and dire£ied to pro¬ 
ceed in hts argument. 

Mr. Erfiupe was then called ui, and fpoke to thp cafe of hts 
clients. 


jiprtl iz. 

A debate of confiderable length took place on the report 
from the jele^tjon Committee on the cafe of Cncklade, m 
which the returning officer was dqf^kced to have adted par¬ 
tially and illegally. 

' Mr 
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Mr* Bqflfifd rofe, he faid» to execute the unwelcome 4 uty M'* 
of drawing down the vengeance of the Hhufe on the Htad cw 
an individfual. He concluding with moving^ that the 
to be drawn f^om the minutes be beard at ue bar. 

Some converfation occurred on the part of order with re- 
^pedt to the proceedings and the Speaker begged the matter 
mightbe poftponedfor adayor two* 

Tlie right honourable fV. Grmvdk fald, he thought the proper af r. w. 
mode of proceeding was extremdiy claw and obvious* The CnaviUp. 
petition charged a fa^; the Committee are lele^ed and fwom 
to try that truly; they had examined witnefles to it upon 
oath; ^e party cliarged had appeared beUhre them, and been 
heard tty him^f and counfel wva V 9 ce m his defence; and 
the Committee had made then report, Hating thefr conviiHion 
that the charge^ was truly made. With the leave of the 
Houfe, therefore, Mr. Grenville faid he would make three 
motions which appeared to hftn to be fuch as muH be agreed 
to without objection of any fort. The iirH motion Hiould i 

be, that thefe refolutions (thofe contained m the report) 
be read a fecond tune.” The fccond, “ that this Houle do 
agree with their Committee in the faid refolutlons;” and the 
third, that the returning officer attend at the bar to be 
heard in his defcnce^m fope certain day.” 

This fpeech gave rife to a debase which lafted four hours, 
but which we :lmll not attempt to follow regularly m detail, 
becaufe it was extremely loofe and defultory. 

Mr. Alderman fVat/gn ilated feme of the ments of the Mr. Ati*r, 
cafe, by entering into a detail of the condudl of the return* Witfoo. 
ing officer, whom*he declared to have fet his face againft the 
voters of the five hundreds, enabled by a recent ao; of Par* 

Kament to vote, by way qf checking the general propenfity 
to corruption, that had the borouj^ of. Crick* 

lade, and to have admitted the votes of a large number of • 
paupers. Mr. Watfbn laid, the returning officer muH have 
known, that thofe whom he admitted to poll, and whofe 
numbers gave his friends the majority, to have been paupers, 
becaufe he was overfeer of the poor at the time as well as re* 
turning officer, and bad perfbni^ly mheved feveml oi them, 
particularly one Dafh, whom the AJdem^n termed a defpe^ 
rate pauper. ' 

Mr. Jenkinfon Hrongly urged the propriety of adopting Mr. jeak* 
what Mr. W. Grenville had propoled. Mr, Jenkinfon fai^ 

It had ever been cuftomary, previous to the of Mr. 

GreaviJUe*s bill, for the Hoi^fe to repofe a confidence in their 

Committees, 
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CcHfimittees, and to tipon their reports. That imce Mr. 
GteilTiUt's hill, he i^as eware there had been a material 
chan|p introduced. The learned perfon who filled the chair 
9 M the predeoeflbr of the prefeat Speaker had^ntroduced nc^- 
tiesis into the proceedings of that Houfe that prevailed m 
^rtfiier places,, and upon the ^e^ that, confiftent with a 4ue^ 
adiMe^ratson of juflice, no jo^ge cpnld z£k upon &dls, 
Aated to be fuch by other perfons, wd not known to be fuch 
h^h^felf, had fuggefted ^e propriety of the Houfe placing 
no ocher confidence in the fpecial reports of their Com> 
mittees, thah to make them the grounds of in^ines, and of 
examinations at their bar* Hence much long proceeding had 
oncmated, which to him appeared to be whoily unm^fTary 
and fuperfiuous. The Committee chofen by ballot 3 .€tei 
upon oath, and examined upon oath; he w^as willing, there* 
fore, to rely on their report; and fuch was his attachment 
to antient uiage, that he wifiied the Houfe to return to it, 
and to proceed m the manner his right honourable friend had 
advifed. « 

Uif Bwke. Mr. Burke faid, he agreed perfe<^ly with the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, that it was right to conform to ancient 
ufage, but that the right honourable gentleman had ufed a 
word of a fingular nature; he haj adStfed the Houfe to re¬ 
turn to thetr ancient uf^o. Now the ufage was the pradbtce 
that had obtained. The returning to ancient ufage, there¬ 
fore, implied, that there had been an innovation, and the only 
interpretation he could give it was, ^the comparing it to the 
old proverb-—” the dog returns to hts vmit^ It feemed there¬ 
fore that the Houfe had vomitted'up fomf: mode of proceed¬ 
ing that fat ill Upon its fiomach; and now it was advifed \o 
fwaUow and digeft that mode of proceeding again. Tiio 
propriety of this advice he did not admit. 1 he honourable 
gentleman had complained of the introduction of notions 
iroai oiiier f^ts ; a pretty mode of expreffing the introduc¬ 
tion Jflttm fonns, the befl fecurities for a due adminiftra- 
tion of jultice! Mr* Burke ndiculed Mr. Jenkmfon’s argu¬ 
ment, and contended, that ^ ufage of the Houfe was the 
pra^ioe laft adopted, which was i^ot to pafs fentence with¬ 
out having beard the evidence, not to condemn and punifh m 
a criminaT way upon the report of others, however refpec- 
table they might be, and however much entitled to confi¬ 
dence. 

Mr. Chan- Mf. Chancellor Pitt moved, that the proceedings of the 

itUor fitt, Houfe, when the hdl was introduced relative to the disfran- 

chifement 
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cliifemfflt of certain eIe£l:ors of the bohut^h of CrlckJad^ 
might be read from the joumala. It was read aceordingiy» 
and It proved t9iat the Hirafe had in that cafe fetioded 
ceedtngs full as important as thofe 90 W recommended by Mr* 

^ GrenyiUe, on the credit they gave a report of thetc,Seled^ 
Committee. Mr. Pitt advif^ the Hoofe to place fo' much 
confidence in a report'of a Committee of their owni Vho 
had tried a" petition fpecially referred to them, and which had 
been fpecially heard, as to make it the ground of their pro* 
ceediiig, the length of ordering the returning officer to the 
bar to be heard in his defence* 

Lord j,^orth Supported Mr. Burke, and thought the Houfe 
could not confuWntioufly proceed to pnnifh without being 
themfelves apprizi d of the faiSls which called for punifhment. 

His Lordfhip ftai^d,^ that before Mr. Grenville's bill, the 
^oule trufled to t" v reports of their Committees, beqaufe 
they were reports ^f Commituses of the whole Houfe| 
made to the Houfe it large; confequently they wereno^ng 
more than reports from the Houfe in one form, to the Houfe 
in another. 

Mr. Burke milfted upon it,, that the determining the right Mr. Barken 
t<y;he feat was the cmf part of the jurifdKStion, & punifh- 
meat of returning officers the c^.-ramal part, and^ therefore 
left with the Houfe by the aft. To afliime the tight to both « 
was to confound the legillative and judicial fundioits contrary 
to the exprefs words of thp exifling of Parliament. Mr. 

Burke ended his fpeech with empathically declaring he had 
fpoken eternal reafon, and dot the mere fenttmente of a pri¬ 
vate. individual. Whalt he had laid therefore could not be 
coi tradiAed. 

Mr. Jenkinfott faid he would not prefume to declare himfelf Mr.jenkia. 
the oracle of eternal reafon, but he fpoke upon the expe- 
nence of twenty-five years, which he had fat m that I^ufe, 
and upon the authority of fome of the gieatefi charadbrs chat 
had ever been entitled to a feat within thofe waUs, when he 
contended that the Reports of Committees were grounds for 
the Houfe to proceed upon without farther mveftigation.—* 

Mr. Jenkinfon denied that b^ore Mr. Grenville's bill dec* 
tions were tried by Committees of the whole Houfe; on the 
contrary, he faid, they were tried by Special Committee^ 
and thofe Committees were open, fo that any member who 
chofe to attend might be prefent, but it was an aSk of volition 
with them. Mr. jenkinfon compared the report of the Com* 
mittees to a bill found by a grapd jury. It only fenned to 
put the returning officer on ms defence. 

Lord 
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Lord fatd^f if that wer^ at], there was no rioac harm 
in it, becatife the Houfe heidl^ the |Jetty juir, they wotlld 
have to try ^ caufe; hut though he dm notwilh to be lu¬ 
dicrous on the fubjeiSt, the argument of his right honourable 
frien^ieimnded hint of what ivas faid by the conftable lo^Jio^ 
0lay, ** You are proved aheady to a fatfe knave, and it 
will go near to be thought fo fhortly.” [Much Ado about 
NcfthiUg, lY.] His Lordihip declared, he was glad to 
hear that it was intended to veil the Oimmittees with a 
power to pumlh returning officers, by the nobTh’Il, to ex¬ 
plain and amend the aft of Mr. Grenville. He thought the 
Committee infinitely a better tribunal than Houlf|,. to go 
through the wh^ bufinels of trying elefti^^s, and pioceS- 
ing upon them^ finally* , 'f 

Mr# Msfjbm exprc^d his latisfaftipn ii hearing this, de- 
e]afii3% himfelf a zealous advocate for thj^^^iil. Mr# Marfiiam 
was of opinion with Lord North and l^ku Burke, that the 
could not confifiently proce<^ pumlh, without 
themlelves going into an examination of the charge# 

Mr. Pulteniy Bated that the reppct of the Committee was a 
filfficieiit|FOi;ind to proceed uj^in in this as well as in other 
cafes. Mr# Rulteney reminded cthe*fIoufe that reportsjof 
CoiUOutl^ wore deentod anal add conclufive in all private 
blits, j^at In a variety of cafes, the Houfe proceeded 
finely jfiijicSft ^ fefts Bated m the reports of their Commit* 
tees above 

Mr# Peftr J^hn^ne Bated, th^ there had been a difierence 
of opnfiofi mtheCommittee, am that; the returning officer’s 
eeunfet had not attended aH throu^ the fitting of the 
mittee, but had abandoned them, before any part of th^n-* 
tthia! charge againft the returning officer was genie into# 
Mr.C^ancdlor Pitt faid, heihould lay tliatout of tlie cafe 
ennreily^ becauf^ if it proWd any thing, it told againfi the 
effieer ; fitfce abandoning his defence, was, in his opinion, an 
ndimffion of criimnality. Mr. Chancellor Fitt faid, tliere 
was no^ng more in the prdfent propofition, than m a motion 
to Ihew caufe why judgement fhould not proceed. The 
repQtt of the Committee was a verdift of Guilty, and the 
piopofed order for the returnmg officer to attend, was an 
ofdM for him to &ew caufe why judgement /hould not paf$. 
If by new matter he could refute th^ cliarge, or extenuate 
Kit oritnifiality; in the one cafi^ vt Would go to the extent of 
fltUfting judgement; in the other, of mitigating punilhment. 

» Mr* 
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Mr. Middleton, Mr. Gilbert, Mr* W. Grenville, Mn 
Fox, Mr. Martin, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Ballard, Mr. 

Eden, Mr. Dilhidas, Sir William Dolben, Mr. Orde, Lord 
Beauchamp, and others, fpoke. At length, it was agreed to 
the bufinefs. 

Mn*Chancellor Pitt rofe and faid he could not a'wad in-Mr Cbartw 
terruptin^he order oT the day to call the attention of the 
Houfe to jrfubje£l of the higheft importance; for the prefent 
he ihould only move, “ That an account of the net produce 
“ of the^x^s for the quarters ending on the 5th of January 

178i^nd 1785, and alfo of thofe ending on the 5th of April 
“ 1784 and jj^ 5, Ihould be laid before the Houfe.” His 
intefffioh in nA^otion, he faid, was, that gentlemen might 
receive fuch inrmmation as would be neceflary towards their 
forming an adeq^^dea on a fubjeiSt, which was neareft to 
his heart, and wnn|'h he hoped would make an equal im- 
preilion on every |^Ler gentleman. He flattered himfelf, the 
Public would ree,|rr^ thofe papers, that the opinions thrown 
out, and fo induilyoufly inculcated by fome fpeculatifls on 
the fubjeft of our nflu^es, were the offspring of gloomy def- 
pondency, or perhaps WiBi^worfe motives. That fo far from 
affording any fentiirmts ointoprehenfion or defpair, the ftate 
of the national revenues ^ndValG^lurces furniflied a very flat¬ 
tering profpedt, not only of anfweriiig every demand for the 
peace eif abiifhment, but of creating an eifedtive and fubilan- 
ftial overplus for the purppfe of a finking fund: this overplus, 
he had hopes, might, ir^,the prefent ftate of the revenue, be 
made to amount to at leaft one million; by means of which 
It might reafonably be expedfed that the national debt would 
{^gradually paid off, in fuch proportions as the Public would 
^n and fenfibly feel the benefit of. He faid, that his mo¬ 
tive for finglmg out thofe quarters was, that the Houfe might 
thereby fee that the profperity of the nation had been in a 
progrelfive ftate ever fince the new meafures for the more ef- 
fedf ual collection of the revenue had been adopted; for, firft 
It would appear, tliat not only the quarter ending January 5 
of this year, was more productive than the correfponding 
'^qttiyter of the laft year, but that the laft quarter ending the 
5th of this month, was infinitely more fo than the preceding 
quarter; m the former inftance by a fum of 35o,ocx)l. in the 
latter by a fum of between 6 and 700,000!. He ftated that 
the intereft of the public debt (when the whole of it fhall 
have been funded and provided for) together with the pro¬ 
bable expence of the peace eftablifliment, would amount to 
about 14,400,000!. 

VoL. XVIir. E The 
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The net produce of the taxes for the 
quarter ending 5th of January 1785, was 
Ditto toi the quarter ending 5th April 


Tlry produce of the two correfpondmg 
quartets in the preceding year was to tlfe 5th 
of January 1784 — 

Uo 5th April 1784 — — 

The produce therefore of the taxes in the 1^1 fix Jaionths 
was above a million more tlian their prod^- in my^cor- 
relponding fix months of the preceding yjan and the pro¬ 
duce of the fingle quarter, ending the April laft, was 

nearly 870,000!. more than that ot the c^fc^ponding quarter 
1784 In this fum, fays he, are included Jp^ut 190,000!. the 
produce of the taxes laid on the lafl yeajlf lie remaining fum 
of 680,000 1. IS the iiicreafed produce Q^the taxes which 
fubllfled previous to the laft feflion. likewife to be ob- 

lerved, that the produce of the qp{!i 3 nis in the laft quarter 
was conliderably more than douhlfe thcuMiroduce in the cor- 
jefponding quarter of the lafl^eait This great increafe of 
the revenue mull in a gieat^eafure be owing to the many re¬ 
gulations which had been cftabhlhed within fome months 
jiaft, and principally to thofe bills which he introduced 
into Parliament laft year, for the'pnvention of fmuggling. 

he efteft of thefe regulations, exclufive of the afliftance 
which the revenue might receive from others of a fimilar na¬ 
ture, encouraged us to entertain a well-grounded hope, nol 
only that the income of the country might become equal.^ 
the payment of the intereft of oui national debt, and the ex- 
pences of the peace eftabliftiment, but that it might afford a 
confiderable furplus for the difcharge ot the national debt. 
For let It be fuppofed that the tw o next quarters produced each 
the lame fum, which the laft quarters did, the income of the 
year, ending Michaelmas 1785, would then ftand thus 

Quarter ending January 5, 1785 — 2,738,000- 

Ditto April 5, — 3,o66,<5oo 

The two lemaining quarters — 6,132,000 

jT. 11,936,000 

To this fum muft be added the produce of 
the land tax, and annual malt tax 2,450,000 
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2,738,000 

3,006,000 




Ij 2,198000 

L - 4,283.000 



£, 14,386,000 
This 
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This produce of all the taxes was fufficieiit for the mtereft 
of the public debt, both funded and unfunded, and for theex- 
peiices of the^eace eftablrfliment 
But if we looked beyond the prefent year, and eftimated our 
annual income by the laft quarter, it would ftand thus 

jthMal produce of taxes — — i2,54«bOQO 

Add produce of land and malt tax 2,450,000 

£• 14.7*4,000 

which le/Tves' furplus of 300,000!. a year towards the dif- 
charge^ the latiornl debt. 


rgeff' 
Bujy^we 1] 
ing quarters 
the produce of 
quarters of the 
taxes of this year 
muft be added for 
and our whole 


, lays he, that theproduccof the two remain- 
e prefent year bears the fame proportion to 
already palled, which the coriefponding 
ar did to each other, the amount of the 
1 Ije 12,600,0001. To this, as before, 
and tax and annual malt tax 2,450,000 !• 
le will be 15,050,0001. which leaves 
650,000!, furplus the Sinking fund. 

If the two remaiIvSg q uarters bear the fame proportion to 
the laft quarters, whicli^'tfe quarters did to each othei in 
the preceding ycai, Jie ^>rqh^e of all the taxes will be 
16,240,000!. which leaves a ife^lus of i,8^0,0001. for a 
Sinking Fund. 

The produce of all the taxes, exclufive of the land and 
malt tax, for the year .ending Michaelmas 1784, was 
10,400,000! the iiicreii^of the revenue this year upon the 
moll unfavourable •calculafton will be a million and a half, 
tj^re IS great reafon tt) believe that it will be confiderably 
li^e 

^om the above ftatements it appears that theie is the 
llrongeft reafon tohope, that next year a real Sinking Fund for 
theacSlual difchargeof the national debt will be eflabliilied, and 
that this falutary meafure may be adopted with the addition 
only of thofe few taxes, which may be neceflary for the fmall 
loan of the prefent year, and for the funding the remaining 
part of the unfunded debt. 

'ii^the above account, the produce of the new Houfe Duty 
is not included, as none of it has yet been received this duty 
cannot amount to lefs than 500,000!, a year, which muft 
more than counterbalance any accidental diminution which 
there may be m any of the taxes m a fubfequent quartei. 

E « He 
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He here took an opportunity of obferving that the new 
tixes which had been laid on in the laft feflion afforded fuch 
a promife of being produdlive as he was lure^ would make 
the Houfe feel pertedly fatisfied m the choice that had been 
made ot them ; and he requefted gentlemen to proceed with 
a degrco of vigour, which the profpedt of fuccefs miP^bnti- 

ays give rife to, in thgir efforts towards eftabliffmg the 
finances of the country on fuch a footing, as, by^roviding 
fome well-regulated plan of diminifhing the publurdebt, would 
rellore her to a degree of credit which could procure 
her the rank to which flie was entitled among rfe nations of 
the world. f ^ 

Mr Shcfi "Mr. Sh t idan took notice of the very great^^ bilitjp -^ge- 
neraland loole calculations in matters of fir^-^j and feemed 
to think the right honourable gentleman^ldMrelied too much 
on grounds, that would, when examinedoi^nutely, be found 
to rail him. To multiply by four, Mr^fhendan faid, was 
certainly no very difficult mode of cal^na^on, but he could 
not conceive that the laft quarter’s amoui)) of the protluce of 
the taxes could fairly be ftated to be a^Aerion, by which it 
could be decided with any toleiabk^ftfgree of certanrty, what 
the produce of the taxes would i^eupo^ the Midfummer and 
the Michaelmas quarters « plefent year. He declared, 
he believed, that upon inquiry it would be found that the 
whole year’s produce of feveral of the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman’s taxes of the }aft feffion had been paid in the courfe 
of the laft quarter, which would hajvjially caufe the amount 
of that quarter’s produce to fwell an its lije, and exceed in q 
pretty confiderable degree the produce af the preceding quar¬ 
ters. The taxes he alluded 4 ;o, were, he faid, the hat licen ? 
tax, the houfe tax, the game licenfes and deputations, jd.d 
feveral other of laft year’s taxes, that were to be paid in a 
round fum once every year. From the manner in which the 
right honourable gentleman had ftated his computation of the 
piobable amount of the whole produce of the four quarters 
of the prefent year’s taxes, the Houfe might poffibly be de¬ 
ceived into a belief that there was not any deficiency in the 
produce of the right honourable gentleman’s taxes of thej^ftr 
Jear, and that they would really bring the fum for "^ich 
they had leen given, viz. 900,000!. This, however, he 
had good renfon to believe, was by no means likely to turn 
out to be the fadl; on the contrary, he was induced to ima¬ 
gine ^hat the produce would fall mort of 900,000!. in the 
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grofs fum of 400,000!. Tlie right honourable gentleman, he 
obterveil, had ifated, that 190,000!. was to be deducted from 
the three millions and ilxty>ilx thoufand pounds, the amount 
of the produce olf the taxes for the quarter, ending April 5, 
1785, the produce of the taxes of the laft feihon for that quar- 
Hh' aMimitting, therefore, for the fake of argument, 190,000!. 
would b^he produce the other quarters on the fame ao 
count) ftilN^e aggregate would fall confiderably fhort of 
900,000! ^t he mull go farther, and contend, that fo large 
a fum as 190,0^]. was not likely to be produced by the taxes 
of 1785, ^por each of the two quarters to come, and that 
for the Vaion^ had already flated, viz. becaufe the whole 
■yeai's ajfiount feveral of the taxes of the laft year hadi 
been paid in ti of the paft quarter As the fight hcT- 

nourable gentiemU * declared, the Houfe could not have 

too much informal m the fuhjeft before them, Mr. She¬ 
ridan faid, he flioulttitmove for air account of the produce of 
all the taxes of thei^year, by which alone the Houfe could 
determine, how fat t^ir amount fell fhort of the fum for 


which they had beeiWiven, and how far the inftnuation, that 

ihl^<%, 


amount fell fhort of the fum for 


the right honourahld^t^^entleman’s taxes were more unex¬ 
ceptional and ef&cient ttiSjMr.thofe of other financiers was 
founded. \ ^ 

Mr Chancellor Pitt difdlaumd^any intention of making Mr Chan- 
invidious compaiifons or allufions affe£ling former Minifters; fat. 
he had only fpoken generally of the merit of the taxes of the 
laft year, and that was the way he fhould always confider any 
tax whatfoever ; not witlVa view to the Minifter who intro¬ 
duced it, but folely i£garding and examining its falutary eftecSls 
w*h refpefl to the PulfJic, He laid, that he was by no means 
fdk on the fubjeft which the honourable gentleman had 
hintfed at, relative to a too violent thirft for popularity lead 
ing him aftde m the profecution of his duty, he was willing 
to abide by the general comple< 5 tionof his minifterial conduct 
for a refutation of fuch a charge, from which he flattered him- 
felf It would appear, that although he had, perhaps, fhewn a 
wifh to earn popularity, by the heft endeavours m his power, 
for the public benefit, he had never attempted to purchafe it 
at'like expence of his official duty. The honourable gentle¬ 
man had roiftaken him, in fuppofing, that he had included the 
amount of the new taxes, in his calculation of the fuperiority 
of the laft quarter’s income, above the former quarters, thole 
had already brought in a fum of 190,000!. which, together 
with other fums, one of 60,0001. the other of 40,000!. which 
had been received from the deficiencies of former accounts, he 

had 
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had omitted. The honourable gentleman, he faid, was alfo 
miflaken in imagining that the whole of the new taxes fortlie 
prefent year were already received, in one ^ofs fum. This 
was by no means the cafe with refpe6t to the hat duty, which 
afforded a perpetually accruing income, and he alfo believed, 
that in the duty refpe£ting game qualifications, he 
reafon to expedl that it would be foyiid, when fi^ regula¬ 
tions as every new arrangement mull from tipie^o time be 
found to want, Ihould be applied, it would bec^e confidera- 
bly more produ6live than it had yet been I 

Mr Fox faid, a gieat deal of what had fallen ffStja the right 
honourable gentleman had given him pleafuiy, butvhe right 
honouiable gentleman mull allow him to th| L feveral 
parts of his Ipeech had not fo well pleaf^fliPim Air. Fox 
then went into an examination of the frent mediums of 
computation taken by Mr, Pitt, in or^ get at the proba¬ 
ble produce of the taxes upOn the four i r^rters of the year. 
The moll fanguine of all he reprobate^ beyond all expe£la- 
tion, and the medium the right honfiurJile gentleman had 
faid he himfelf relied on moll, viz. the a/iount of the quarter 
ending April 5, 1785, he declared h^>^ought fufficientJy fan¬ 
guine, but even taking it by tfcy^^mediuirf, the utmoA pro¬ 
duce to be expelled being equal to the expenditure of 
the peace eftablifliment,^i* 4 e '^'ould then remain one mil¬ 
lion tor the Sinking fund, to be raifed by impoling new taxes, 

and new taxes upon the public —. - 

Ml Chancellor Fat interrupte^d Mr. Fox, for the fake of 
fetting him right The million f^Fthe Sinking Fund, Mr. 
Pitt laid, he included in the fifteen millions and a half, 
ftating the peace ellablilhment at no more than 14,500,0001!'. 

Mr. Fox faid, he was exceedingly happy to be let right,Jyjr 
he certainly had miftaken the right honourable gentleman. 
He was glad to find, that the million for the Sinking Fund 
was included within the fifteen millions and a half, he 
wilhed, however, to caution the Houfe againfl relying too 
much on languine calculations, founded on mere Ipecuiation. 
Either extreme, in matters of fuch moment, was to be avoided 
equally Thofe who were inclined to defpond, were not to be 
relied on, bccaufe a derponding financier would do notjpi^ 
and thofe who were too fanguine ihould be watched carwully, 
becaufe they were likely to ad iiijudiciouily. He wilhed 
therefore that the Houfe would avoid both, and he flattered 
himfelf the right honourable gentleman would not trufb for 
his million for the Sinking Fund to any fanguine hopes of the 
future quarter’s produce being equal to the laA, or likely to ex- 
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ceed It, but that he would truft to experience, to what was 
folid and certain, the former produce of the taxes. Let him 
fecure his million for the Sinking Fund beyond the pollibility 
of failure, and let his expedlattons of increafe upon the fu- 
XMie^^iioduce of the taxes go in aid of that million. Mr, 
l"ox laid^^e thanked God that whatever diil^rence of opinion 
there was other lubjefts, all parties were agreed in the 
opinion of tjitneceflity of fupporting the credit of the na¬ 
tion , and whai he faid this, he did not ule the word credit 
merely in Ui particular fenfe, but in itsgieat and general im¬ 
port, as that wmch made Great Britain refpeftable among the 
other po^rsoHEurope There was not, he laid, a reafon- 
able a/lffrllfhBT^Jf^rinee in Europe, nor a wife miniller in 
any cabinet in that had not his eyes upon the ftate 

of our national delSj^/Wd the ftate of our Sinking Fund. It 
was therefore of thbr^pgheft national importance that fome 
means, that could bf-J^JJ^epended upon, fhould be reforted to, 
to create and cherifl# a linking fund for the purpofe of dimi- 
iiifliing the debt of i^e nation. Nor ought any time to be 
loft m a bufinefs of fo importance peace was the time 

the heft adapted to it, but Idfi'^ady near three years bad elapfed, 
not indeed fince we had been a'b^eace, but fince it had been 
known that the war was dra^in^f* tts conclullon ; and when 
it was confidered how flow and how Imall the progrefs always 
was in paying off and diminiftiing the debt, and, on the other 
hand, how rapidly we went down the hill again, and mcrealed 
Its amount when a war bc^ah, or even in the year immedi¬ 
ately preparatory to war, every man muft feel the neceffity 
for uflng all pollible difpatch, and of making the capital of the 
fund as large as poffible; a million a year appeared to him to 
be little to expedl; much good fiom, the few years of 
peace this country enjoyed taken into the conilderation. 
With regard to the taxes of the laft year, Mr Fox faid, he 
thought there was no ground for blame on that occalion ; in¬ 
deed he was glad, that in all the various adminiftrations the 
fame thing had uniformly happened, and that each of them 
had experienced it, becaufe it muft; ferve as a general proof of 
thr fijiacy of loofe computation, and of the extreme necef¬ 
fity of jc’ning their exertions in fupport of the national ciedit ; 
a fubjeiSl upon which, he verily believed, every late admi- 
niftration, and every late financier, had been m earneft, and 
the one not more finceie and zealous than the other, whether 
the party alluded to were the noble Lord in the blue ribband, 
the noble Lord who acSted as Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
while he had the honour to be in Admimftration, or the right 

honourable 
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honourable gentleman on the other lide of the Houfe. With 
regard to the right honourable gentleman’s not being as for¬ 
ward or as ready as he ought to he in propoling new taxes or 
hew burdens, if fuch were neceflliry for the fupport of the_ 
^lational credit, he had never heaid it infinuated, that 
of incurring unpopularity, or giving^ife to the clamour of a 

C aoment, or to a clamour of a ftill longer duragOn, had de- 
erred him from fo neceflary a part of his du^ If it could 
produce fuch an efTeiSl:, he fliould make no fi^le to have 
charged him with having been the worfland tje i»)ft corrupt 
Mmifterthat had everexifted in the worll a/d mo^l^ corrupt 
tinnes. But Mr Fox laid, violent as partvj^d that 

Hipufe, at no time had any great impedim^flbeen tin own by 
Ojypofition m the way of raifing monej/^on the Public by 
taxes, where the neceffity foi impofin^u^t burdens had been 
apparent, and the right honourable ^lleman might be af- 
fured of his fupport, and of that of aljfccirties and of all forts 
of conne£lions in that Houfe, when^ei^tie ihould come for¬ 
ward with any propofitions for the betr^and more eflfeiStually 
fecunng a Sinking Fund for the D»’»^bfe of diminifhing the 
National Debt. With regar^l^ow far'one fort of tax was 
preferable to another, there yight be a difference of opinion , 
but there would be none*ro to the neceffity of impofing taxes, 
for the fupport of the credit of the nation. Mr. Fox took 
occafion to glance at the Commutation tax, of which he ex- 
prefled his ufual difapprobation, declaring it was the fubflitu- 
f ion of a fevere, an oppreffive, anC^^an odious burden ; the ef¬ 
ficiency of which would contiflue to be doubtful and preca¬ 
rious, in the room of one that was ceftain in its produce,%aiid 
right in Its operation. " 

Mr Eden. ]vir. Eden rofe to give his cordial thanks to the ChJfPcellor 
of the Exchequer, not only for calling upon Parliament to en¬ 
ter into a confideration of the firft poffible importance, but 
for having prepared informations efTcntialiy necejffary towards 
arriving at the juft point of judgement, and to enable the 
Houfe to form conclufions refpefting the Public Funds and 
Public Credit, not too fangmne on the one hand, nor too de- ^ 
fpondent 011 the other. ‘T he pipers now moved Were ^ 
quarterly continuations of papers, for which he himfelf had 
for fome years called at the opening of each feflion, and he 
well knew, that a ftatement of fo complicated an account, fo 
late as to the fifth of the prefent month, could only he in rea- 
dinefs, though prepared by a very intelligent and induftnous 
officer, ill confequence of preparatory orders from the Trea- 
fury. As to the contents of 1 ,hat account, he would not 

nfque 
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rifque'comments on paiticulars which he had not feen: but 
he would enter into the examination of it with a moft anxious 
wiih to find that it would realize to the country, and to the 
creditors of tne country, the comfortable profpea of an effi¬ 
cient finking fund. In the mean time, he muft obferve upon 
‘t^fer*^Dtals ilated by the right honourable gentleman, ^at 
thougnli they afford^ much caufe of congratulation prtmA 
facte to^Sihe Public, it would be unwife and unmanly not to 
look inoi^clofely to the fair refult of even the moft proCpe- 
rous of flatements. The quarter ending at Lady*aay 
was rei to give a net produce of above thiee millions; 
he w the prefent wave all doubts refpedting the rifque 

of^' larter, which happened to be peculiarly high, 

in OTi ate the regular proportion of the revenue: he 

would not alic^ ‘ the prefent inquire what branch of the 
cuftoms or excKe ^ * particularly mcieafed, or whether there 
was any fufficieniiground to d!xpe£l that the fubfequent quar¬ 
ters would 1)6 eo 2i^i|ly high: he would, for the fake of argu¬ 
ment, admit the«wl%le in the mof): flattering extent, and con- 
fequently that toe net produce of all the taxes, including 
thofe of 1784, woulcl^for the future be 3,025,000!. per quai- 
ter, or i2,ioo,6ool. a To this he would add 2,4oq,oooI. 
for the adnual land and nial\ making in the whole a national 
"revenue of i4,5c^,ooo]i A^^^rding to this llatement, the 
revenue would th'eii cmfy equalize the expenditure; for it had 
been admitted on all hands, that the annual peace expenditure 
might be eftimated a^oiprteen millions and a half: indeed it 
could not reafonablyv^ taken at lefs; for the mtereft and 
charges of the national ^ebt were, at leafl, nine millions, 

■and when added to*the fum appropriated for the Civil Lift, 
jmight be called ten millions. The army, navy, and ord- 
haute, tt^ther with the half pay, Chelfea, and long lifl of 
fundries annually voted, would make a farther fum oi four 
milHoos and a half, and confequently, unlefs bis lafl lift 
could be diminifhed, there remained, under the admiffion of a 
very difputable calculation, no favourable balance whatever. 

If on the other hand that calculation ihould prove fallacious, 
the profpedt was gloomy, and fuch as would require much 
wifdom, much firmneft, and much temper, in Parliament, m 
Minifters, and in the People at large. He concluded, how¬ 
ever, as he began, with thinking It highly merlt^rions to bring 
the matter forward, and to furnifh fufficientlfeaterials for its 
due inveftigation. 

Mr. Dempfter tofe to put two queftions to the Chancellor Mr. Deaipi 
of the £xchMver« The one Was, whether it was the right 

VoLi XVIlI. F honourabie 
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honourable gentleman’s intention to begin upon his fcheme, 
and appropriate a million tins year, or not to begin it till the 
next year. The other point was, whether the right honour¬ 
able gentleman meant to kcure hts Sinking Fum trom being 
diverted to a wrong purpole, by inkituting fome lort of com- 
milfion for the Ipecial fuperintendance of it, and, in onji w t o-**- 
put it out of poffibility, that it lliould b^e appropi latedfto any 
' other objeft than the a«!lual diminution of the national debt. 

Ktr.Chai- Ml. Chancellor Put laid, that his idea exactly ^irtfpondad 
4»llor Put. yifith tliat of the honourable gentleman with refredl to the 
eftabhfiiment and ufe ol a Sinking 1 und he Ihcwld never be 
fat'sBed with iuch a fund, unlels it were fo Ity^ed w, and 
fo ftrongly conhned to the pnipofesof its inftit/ti g^n, |i e di¬ 
minution of the national debt, as that noth 1 couiu pof- 

fibly touch It, but that it Ihould be lookeiH^^n as perfedUy 
facred, and not convertible to any oth^'eijP, and that for 
this purpofe, it fhould be put under the;thoft efFcdfual re- 
llraints that could poflibly be devifed. In^ifwer to the oj^her 
quellion of the honoLirible gentleman, kie Waul, that it was 
not Ins intention that this fund ihould commence until next 
year, becaufe as theie was fuch a flatt©iing piofpefl of m- 
creafing profpenty, bethought itw»Sbtter to defer it for one 
year longer, as any ideas that ly-ight now be forulfed on the 
fubjefV, would probably be iii.i 4 eria% affefted by the favour* 
able turn which, by that time, it wJia«t(vb*e expected, afFaiis 
would have taken, and that he thought the whole of the bu- 
finefs might mote eafily be reduced to ^ fyifem after it fhould 
be feen how far the revenue, as il^ w flood, would, by 
means of its expedled improvemeuthand increaie, anfwer the 
purpofe. *» . 

mr. Demp- Mr Dmpjier rofe again, and faid, what had fallen from 
the right honourable gentleman had given him very 
concern. He had entertained hopes that the right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman had defigned to begin his feheme immediately. 
The rcafoii why he hoped fo wax, his convidion that there 
was no time to be lofl, as our enemies had got the Aart of us, 
France having already provided a Sinking f und, which, with 
the Turns that would very fhortly fall into it, would enable 
her HI a few years to get nd of the greateft part of her na¬ 
tional debt. On this account, and that we might not have 
our enemies beforehand with us on fo important a point, he 
declared, be was extiemely anxious that no time fhould he 
loft, nay, be would even wifh the right honourable gentle¬ 
man fhould hot row the million, rather than not begin to 
create the Sinking Fund this year. The money to be raifed 

liwniild 
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would be no more than fifty thoufand pounds to pay the in- 
terefi;, and one milUon a year dedicated to the foie lervice of 
paying q£E the national debt, would, in fifty-four years, pay 
off near two hundred millions.' 

' -Mu Chancellor Put faid, that although there certainly Mr Chan* 
mighM^t times, nnt^ under, certain circumftances, be an ad-*““**'****** 
vantage''«j^ borrowing at five per cent, for the purpole of pay¬ 
ing off dents, yet it was not a part of his plan. 

The quefion was put and agreed to 

A fhoit dbnverfation took place relpe6ling the traorporta- . 

tion ton^^s, hut no motion was made. 

T|i*r btTfcy raifing a million by Exchequer bills was read 
a ffm^fime, ahv* ordered to be read a fecond time. The order 
of the day was th^en read for going into the farther confidera- 
tion of thit pa/t oaHis Majelly’s fpeech that lelates to the 
arrangement of a<i intercom fe betwern Great Britain and 
Ireland, upon vhipb the Speaker left the chair, and Mr. 

Gilbeit took Ins i£^t at the table. Mr. Eifi^me laas then * 
called to the bar. 


The fpeech of the honounble James Luttrell, on the report 
of tbe^Gidnance cfiirnates, containing a detail of fa£ls 
Jiig liljr important to Jhe dilcufiion of the qucfiion of the 
fortihcations, vu^Ja^wtoie onr readers an accunte account 
of what he faid,^*Wrae Vol XVU. page 407. 

The honourable J^es Luttrell (Surveyor General of theTheho». ** 
Pidnancp) obferved^f^ the Ordnance cftimates were red«-J* **"'“*'** 
ced as low as the .necelllrty fervices foi the year would admit 
fit, and they had padfed without ob]e(Slion to any article con¬ 
tained in them but Jome diffntisfatSlion h.id ariien on the pro- 
Po£rI application of 50,000!. granted for the purpofe of 
iecuring, by fortifications, the principal dock yards of the 
kingdom. 

1 he importance of that queftion merited the moft ferious 
difcuifioii and confideration of Parliament. The national 
treafure had been greatly exhaufted by the late unfortunate 
war —CEconomy in all the public departments became 
highly expedient, but, to negle6l the njoft eflential prepara¬ 
tions for tfie future fafety of the kingdom, would be to adopt 
a ruinous, defpondmg, and impolitic parfimony, not juftified 
by any public difafter or fatal neceflity. He was ad\eife to a 
general fyftem of defending the kingdom by foitifications. 

It would be only furnilhmg an advantage to an invac^tng 
enemy. The deftrudion of a country town or city could 
never decide the fate of the viar; but the demolition of the 

F 2 pnncipal 
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principal docks and naval ftores of the kmgdom would Arike 
at the very root of our naval power ; and it mnil: be of the 
htgheii tpiportance to guard againA fuch a hloi^. To defend 
our dock yards effeftuallyi it became neceflary that a ibode> 
rate force mould be able to repel an enemy till the Areii|(flL.of 
the country could be colle£led ; and this could only be ac- 
complifhed by fortifications. Many advantages, an«^ no pol- 
fible milchiefi could arife from fuch a meaiurj^ Veter in 
troops only could be oppofed to veterans in tli^open fields, 
and fuperior numbers of the enemy muA probably (ucceed , 
but within forts, militia. Teamen, almoA any b#ave fel¬ 

low might be as ufcful 111 the aiticle of defence as tys moA 
experienced loldier. There is only a certam^^flrffEt.^ Ame 
that any fortification can hold out againA the regular ap¬ 
proaches of an army, if natuie aA'>rds o^pQculiar extraordi¬ 
nary advantage, fuch as the rock of Gibraltar. There could, 
theiefore, be no iilk that an enemy, even In poAeAion of the 
propofed fortifications, could be capablsi^f liolding them for 
aiy confiderable length of rime agai *0 the colle6ied force of 
this country , but as a pofleflion for twenty-foui hours of any 
fituation, from whence the docks, jflores, and Aiippmg m«ght 
be deAroyed with red-hot Aiot and fibells, would firike a fatal 
blow at the navy, firely fuch Aron^ works as Aiould be^fa 
ble of refilting any fuperiontv of for a certain time, 

ought to be raifcd for the purpofe or guarding theft. moA im¬ 
portant poAs, that reinfoicements nought arrive to repel the 
enemy before any efiential mifchief^^ ^one. 

The advantages to the navy arifing trom,the propofed forti¬ 
fications would be extremely great a^ftl important. They 
would remove alarms and apprehenfion&, inch as had enmped 
and confined the employment of our navy at the comin«QC<'- 
inent of the laA war, — apprehenfions then, perhaps, 
able from the defcncelefs Aate of our dock yards. French 
troops would always be Aationed on the oppofite coaA of the 
Channel, if our wooden walls mu A anfwer every purpofe, 
and Aiips were to be detained to remove the fears of invafion. 
Such a mode of carrying on war mu A be fatal to Great JBn- 
tain ; inferior in number of fliips to her enemies, and ilill 
snore inferior, if French troops, in any fituation, were fuf- 
fered to block our fliips up in their ports, and thereby vir¬ 
tually ad as an mcreafe of the naval foice w6 may have to 
contend with. He wiAied to give MiniAers no excuie in fu¬ 
ture for adopting a fy Aem of defence fo ruinous and difgraoe- 
ful. He obferved, that it is eafy to make ufe of pompous 
declamation, an 4 to reprefent the navy of Britain as invinci¬ 
ble 
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ble and fviperior to all the world in arms bnt that expa« 
nence had taught us we hare no advantages to ipabe, and 
therefore the noiry ibould be eafed of every unnecefiGiry in¬ 
cumbrance and check upon any of its operations. We ihould 
hope bar the beft, but it is wife to provide againA the worft 
that coud^ happen. He reminded the Houfe that, in the laft 
* war, we dbiployed more line-of-battle Blips and feamen than 
in ^e formV glorious one, when Great Britain blocked her 
eneimes up itv^eir ports, and ciirried a victorious and trium¬ 
phant flag in ^very quarter of the globe. But the mcieaie 
of our enemie^’ naval flrength in the laft war (excluflve of 
Americaj! bad ^en fuch as to occailoo our having inferior 
fleets «*ijrwBdpn(by which we loft fomc Weft-India iflands,) 
inferior fleets at home, when the defence of Plymouth ai^ 
the Channel was abandoned : and when our fleet relieved Gi¬ 
braltar, the wholly of fhe Dutcl^navy was left at liberty, for 
near three months, either to annoy the coaft and trade, or 
cover a landing of Fr*/ich troops, if the enemy had medita¬ 
ted any fuch expedition. It is, therefore, indifputably true, 
that the navy had not, at all times, been able to afford ita 
protection to the docks; and every reafonable man muft agree, 
they ongh^not to be expofed to the hazard of deflruCtion, 
would be impofllbl& to carry on the wariwithout the 
means to repair antWcflj^Ar fhips. He denied that any new 
acquifltion of force m^^^ely to afford us greater fupenority 
m a future war, of America and other foreign poi- 

feflions had circumfciiwd^e extent of our commerce, and 
fewer fCamen muft4i<®tc^neceflary confequence. America, 
he feared, would de*pnj|ir us of great numbeis whenever a fu¬ 
ture war ihould break out. — Ships were building , but they 
woqln^ fcarcely replace thofe worn ont, fold, or broke up. — 
France and Spam had an increallng commerce ; a navy lupe- 
nor m number to ours, improved flnances, a population that 
can fupply as many men for their army and navy as they can 
want, and, by means of tfieir regifter for feamen, they can 
always man tneir fhips with greater expedition than we can. 
The Dutch navy is likely to be far more numerous than la 
the laft war, and continental conneClionx making a combi- 
nation of naval ftrength againft us a much inore probablb 
event than any acquifltion of alliance on our part. Thus 
circumftanced, he wifhed the navy to be an adive force. 
Early remforcements muft be fent abroad. Our foreign pofV 
feflions cannot be proteded, unlefs we have in thofe feas equal 
fleets with the enemy. When we negleded this policy, we 
loft our iflands. We cannot afford to flo thi«, and sount 

fhips 
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/hips with thofe at Breft Oar home fleet maft, at times, 
he very inferior in number to tlie enemy , but it would give 
them no material and important advant ice. ^ he trade might 
go north about, put into Ireland, and devife various ways of 
efcaping; and fhould oar flret be deft-iitd, it woul44afi at- 
tended with no lofs ot teiiitory , and the fpur otalairos 
would increafe ex.crtiuni> both in thi building ana manning 
of /hips, fo that 0111 home force would Ixj diyy increafing. 
But the docks and naval ftores /houl J be peitc£l^ lecurtd, that 
our (hips may find fife poits to rctreit to, ^id the certain 
means to repiu aid refit He then fhewed |hc pradficabi- 
lity of the entiny forming an opeditton for ttte deftru£lion of 
the docks, ftores, and Ihipping at Plymouth aifCTxvttflftouth, 
if left in then preftnt uefencelcls ftatc, conienient landing 
places being very extenfive, and unprotp6ted by any work ca¬ 
pable of refilling the opeiaXions ot twenty thouland men ; 
for the inferiority of our troops, m iomt tf nuinbei, would 
oblige them to rrtirL fiom field works Jo tlie pn-itnt loitifaci- 
tions, and they might remain there irimoliiied, aj» the enemy, 
out of I each of oui gun s,^i night take poft on the oppolite 
ihorc to the docks both of Poiifmouth and PIvmouth, fiom 
whence they might (ffe£tu illy deftioy with ftielKand ltd-hot 
/hot the docks, lie res, and flnppiatr he prefent w erk e ac e 
therefoie ufelefs, miles we con jj»e fyftom of tiicuin- 
vallation , toi if c ne dooi ot a h<* -1 no kft wide open, the 
locking and bailing all the other dd^rr and windows can ne¬ 
ver gi\e fecuritv 

He then expi lined the ficilitYjm Oirnging troops acrols 
the Channel (foi the obievSl ot a c.^ip dc mam) compared 
with^the \aft piepaiations and time it would employ to at¬ 
tempt the iiuaLpn of a kingdom, 01 to ht out a foreign dif- 
tant expedition. He /hewed, that two or three months ab- 
fence of the fleet (^s m the mftance of lelieving Cnbraltar) 
01 a nuvy that would fuftei the pit-ich fleet to anchor un- 
moleftrd m 01 r ports (as in the mftance of Sir Charles 
Hudy) would gne full time fuflficit.nt tor the neceffiiry pre¬ 
paration ind progreft c f an ''ttack upon tiu docks. It be¬ 
ing an oh i < 5 > of entc’-pri/f, which muil be abandontd if it 
did not fuececd in a fliort /pace of tunc, thf* ei emy would land 
ne r the object ot iht it tlack, a ittreat to thmr/hipping 
being ta/ily fi cur 1 . 'I hr alarm, at Pritlmoiith and Ply- 
mouthv ind throughout the kingdom lift war, /liewrd Inch 
an attemft was no 4 tl night lomimic or impradlicable. Let 
u$ then no longer it*n the ha/aid of lo fatal a blow, noi 

be 
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be obliged to cramp the ufe of the navyj whenever an rnemy 
choofes to keep up appearances, to create alarm*; for our 
fafety at home, yhile they are making eafy conc^uejlla in dis¬ 
tant parts of the empire* 

He then oblerved, that the conftroiSlion of the forts, the 
pofts tliey are to occupy, and the number of troops neceffary 
^ to defend them, had re^ed on the judgement of the \lafter 
Oeneral; whp had taken great pains, and being confirmed in 
his opinions, ^y finding that his idei coincidtd with that of 
many of our geneiah, and the mofi diAmguifi»ed en¬ 

gineers m ^the ftrvice, the Koufe might eithei be fadsfied 
upon the ground of confidence in the noi'lt Ouke, or adopt 
Ibme mode of farther mvelugi mu. He only 

hoped they ’Would not c indemn fi om pt cjudiu. He then 
obferved, on the article ot cxpence, that gieat pains hil been 
taken by the engineers\o make ofiim i^’es h c** co’ M not be 
greitly exceeded; though it is impoilinlc foi any calculation 
to be peifiijfly atciu it^. He alio ftitfd nimy new regula¬ 
tions ot the Bo lid, which eifeiStu 11/ guaid the publicmoney 
from being Javiflicd away by t\e peifons I'^tiuAed to <’airy 
the plans into ext cution. hoped m%er to lee the navy 
again employxl inert ly ix>r the objttfl of i deffnfi^o war. 
- 4 fepfi\e he conliduf d ^ beA luued to tilt g^mus of this 
nation, and the onljVfdrta^tion ot w i tli^t could terminate 
With advantage, hoioui^^d g^ory toCsuat Britain. Every 
mealure that led to be thought woithy the at¬ 

tention of Parliamt nt^"<ytaQ3 the navy from unncceflluy 
incumbtances; cm p^fjyit^* an active foice; and, by a wife 
appjication of it, and tlJ?^ igour and exertions ot oui ofiicers 
and Teamen, the Biitifii flig may again keep oui enemies 
in aw^and give ftcunty to the molt diftant parts of the 
vmpiie. He iheretoie hojied and tiufted, PaiJiament would 
not, fiom ill-grouiidcd prejuches, oi i luperficial \iew of 
the fubje£t, rcfulc to allow the application of the money 

f ranted for the piopoled fortifications at Portfmouth and 
'lymouth* 

^uefday^ A^rtl 12» 

No debate. 

^utfday April 14. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the bill for the 
fartlier regulation of the trial of controverted elevens. % 

a Mr. 
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Mr. ChfmfoU j(theSpeak<sr) then rofe, and faid hehad^en 
in Parihucnent »t the time nimen the bill, commonly called 
1^. G^ville*8 Bill, was orinnally tntroducfd. He thought 
St an honour, as he was confulted by «the author of the bill, 
and had hved to fee its important and fidutary effects m a ^ 
variety of inftances. When he recolle<5bd the infinite and 
flagrant mifchiefs which it had pievented, and with what, 
uniformity it always had kept the mam end of the inflitution 
in view, he looked up to it with a mixture of Generation and 
lefpedl;, which made him fpeak of it with thegrcateft tender- 
nefs and delicacy. If he had rightly colle^ed t^e meaning 
of the right honour^le gentleman who had mtimuced the 
prefent bill, his intention was merely to correftwtain me¬ 
chanical parts of the operation of the original bm, but by no 
means to go into a confiderationof Its principle, ortopropofe 
any thing for the prefent, that miglTt affed it in any way 
whatever, avowedly referving the confideration of the lubjcft 
at large for another fefiion. Pet haps it might have been as 
well to have referved every part of the bill till that period; 
but, however, the piefent bill having been brought in, 
there were two or three points in the opeiation of the origi¬ 
nal bill, exclufive of thofe that the claufes of vthe bill upon 
the table went to, that appear^ to him to be malenal, and 
to be inch as ought to be coire6^^ ^irfb, as the bill flood, 
the Houfe had no power to comjm "party to abide by his pe¬ 
tition. Bytlie the party w^d^dlredted to come with 
Itheir Counfel on the day of the V’lt v receive the hfl of the 

f^y-nine members chofen, ana^^n re'fijTe to ftrike off till the 
number be reduced to thirteen, bufflhe had no claufe in 
it obhging the petitioners fo to attend. Another point was 
|n cafe of the^ath of either party, the petitioner 9 .«or the 
fitting member, fome means were wanting to fecure that the 
ele^ion fliould be tned. A third matter was dilated by 
what had recently happened, viz. the want of fome power 
of adjonrnmg, in cafe the Houfe could not make a ballot at 
fuch periods as were well known to be periods when no par¬ 
liamentary bufinefs was ufually tianlaifled. He faid, he had 
no delicacy in plainly declaring that he alluded to a fubjed: 
of great inconvenience to himfclf perfonalW, and which 
conld anfwer no ufefiil purpofe whatever. Infiead of the 
Ifoufe being obliged to continue to meet out of mere form, 

fuch occafions, he ihould think it might always have power 
to adjourn on the day immediately preceding Chriflmas eve, 
Oood Friday, and Whit Sunday, for a week or ten days. 




{or ^ 
pro: 
tUn 




^ mojicree s oeing put an ena ro oy 
perhaps fiit a very confi^^table 
of whicb^ the parties wonk! have to 
the next feffipi!, after hilvttig been pat to a 
<M of ekpence and trouble. As there Vrat a 


that fome cn the dedtionCoitnnittees m)|^t, thii 
year be iti dUs danger^ he was of opiidon^ that fttmethilill 
ought bd done to provide againft it. There were, he faid, tied 
ways o^ 4 ^ting it; either to let the Contmlttoes oontinua 
fittiQg^ ikotwithnanding a prorogation, in which Odfe it wotilA 
be iM^^ary to grant them the propdr pdweie by tlnf 
ient bl& with which they were not now fhritUhed, or to 
proi^ jliy fome claufe or cleotes, thht the famd Cominita^ 
who were diilblved by a prorogation, ihould be revived m 
the next leffion, and all their phieeedings preferved, fo that 
that they might refume the trial of fuch election, Xs they 
might haveltooii chofen to try, juft where they left off. 

Both thefennethods, he was aware, were liable to objedlton^ 

, but of thd two, he thou^t the laft was preferable. 
he had ftated, he the wholb of what had fuggjid^ 

itfelf to him as oasSt^ to be done m addition to what^'tho 
right honourable oemlman had himiblf propofed* He had 
thought it his dd^l|»^e that opportunity offuggeftMg 
them to of tlie Committee as points 

thy to be fended ^ and if it had ocoffred to him, ^at 
more wdl neceflary to be done, 1» would have mentioned \u 
Jhb right honouraple ^ fr, GrAwille declared Himfid{'Th«<^^ 
extremely obliged to the ri^t honourable gentleman'^ fi»r 
what he had faid. The right honourable gentwman, he ob-' ®***"^^ 
ferved, had made a previous communication to him of ih^ 
of the points to Which jic nad f^ken, and be had .in con&^ 
prepared claufes adapted to the correction of 






With regard to the proportion luTp^ing a ptorogation of 
Parliament, he could not lay it by t&eans appeared to 
him fit to be adopted. Xt was undoi^wy liable to vOty 
confidcr^le objeaion. , ^ ^ 


Tho Committee then proOeew 
muph conypiktion enfuod 
X^ord obj^ed to fhoii 
tended to alter the nuniibar oi 

voL. xvm. * C 


blank^^ibid 
W^ch it 

iri^ &rty**tdii9 to ^ 






thirty-«iW* ^al,i better wB^ 

ber than thirty>-nine. ^ ^ ^ 

I'he right honourable W^ W, Orenville^was w thirty^* 
feven. ' ^ ^ 


At length the Committe on the words thlity-five. 

Ayes, - . - - ^ - 3 $^^ 

Noes, 

The queftion for filling it up with the words thlrty-fevcn 
was then carried, after which, Mr. Sheridan advifed the poll- 


pOning the claufe altogether, till the principlfe of the hill, 
and the larger conllderation of it were brought inter confide- 
jatfon next feillon; as altering the number of mejj^rs di awn 
to form a lill, appeared to be a very material alteration of the 
bill, and fuch as Ihould be extremely well confideie^ befoie 
it was adopted. To this proppfition Mr, GienviUe i^cceded; 
and Mr. JoUiffe, Mr* Montagu, and others, teilihed their 
approbation of omitting the claufe entirely. The Coirimit- 
tee afterwards filled up the blanks of the other claufes, and 


feve».il new claufes weie introduced and made parts of the 
bill. ^ » 


Fiidayy Ap^tl 15 . 


S 

X. 


Heard evidence on the Irifh reCgution^ 

rr 

Monday^ April . 

IlnCkan. Mr, Chancellor Pitt rofe to^^_v^e attention of the 
««llpr ¥itu Houie to the important fubjedl of w ffc™“1ii the reprefenta- 
tion of the people. It was uniieceflal^ for lia^to fay how 
much this fubjedl ought to engage the attention of gentle¬ 
men, and how neaily it was conncdled with every othiH^in-* 
tereft which could be important to Enghllimen. 

In entering upon this lubjedl, he faid, lie was aware of the 
divifion of fentiment, and of the pertinacity with which fomc 
men adliered to opinions mimical to every fpecics of reform. 
Dut he rofe with hopes infinitely more fanguine than he ever 
felt before, and with hopes which he tonceived to be ratio¬ 
nally and folidly founded. 1 here never was a moment when 
tl)e minds of men were mote enlightened on this interelling 
topic than nOw; there never was a moment when they were 
more prepared for iM difcufjion. A great many objections 
‘which from time bi^me had been adduced agamfl reform, 
v.ouId not lie agai^i|fwe propolitions which he intended to 

fubmit 
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He WAS of the di^^culty which there was mw$ And 

ever imuft he ^ ptopohng a plai!^ of reform. The fiumhci 
of gentlemen iNrho were hoftile to reform, were a phalanx 
which ought to give alarm to any individual upon nfing to 
fuggeft fuch a meafur^ Thofe who, with a fort of fuper- 
ilit^ous awe, reverence the conAitotion fomuch as to be feir- 
ful of touching even its defedls, had always reprobated eveiy 
attempt to pyrify the rcprefentation. They acknowledged 
Its inequality and corruption, but in their enthunafm foi the 
giand fauhc, they would not fulFer a leloimet with unhallo v- 
ed hinds repair the injuiies which it fuAeicd from time# 
Others, who perceiving the dehciencics that had arifen fiom 
circumftances', weie folicitous of their amendment, yet re** 
lifted the attempt, under the argument, that when once we 
hid prefumed to touch the Conftitution in one point, the 
awe which had heietofore kept us back fiom the daring en- 
teiprue ot innovation, might abate, and there was no fote- 
lecing to what alarming lengths we might piogrefliicly go 
under the reloimation. Otheis there wtif, hut foi 

thefe he cowLfled he had not the lame iclpedl, who conli- 
dtred th^*f^clent ftatc of i^relentation as puie ind ah qiiatc 
to all its purpoles, ai''^^pp«-rjftly conliftent with the firft piin- 
ciples of rcpiefentition.^JrUe fibiic ot the Houie ot Com¬ 
mons was an ancient mij^jiFon which they had hicn ill t uight 
to look with revercnc|^VU*i a/A^e from then ci idles the / had 
b cn accuftomed kUs a pattern of perteftioii, their 

anceftors hatb^njoytd #^eedom and profpciity undu it; ind 
therefore an attempt to make any altciations in it, i ould be 
deeme^Jiy loii^e enthufnftic adiniiers ot antiquity, is impt-' 
f us and faculegious. No one reverenced the venei ible fi- 
biic more thin he did, but all mankind knew, that the bell 
inllitutions, like human bodies, earned in themfelves tlic 
let Is of decay and corruption; and therefore he thought him- 
Iclt juftifiable in propoling remedies againft this corrup¬ 
tion, which the frame of the conftitution mull necelTaiily 
experience m the laple of years, if not prevented by wile and ^ 
judicious reguJatiqps, 

To men who argued in this manner, he did not prefurae 
to addtels his propolitions, for fuch men he defpaired of 
donvincing * but he had well-grounded hopes, that in what 
he lliould offer to the Houle, he Ihould be able to convince 
gentlemen of the foimer defcriptions, that though they had 
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to them* The obje<5ttofi to reform, Iniso* 

vation, would not hold good againU hit fbggdfUon, for it 
wiu not an innovation on any known and cl^r principle of 
the conllitation. Tbcir objection to rfform, became it might 
introduce habits of change and alteration, of which Ao man 
might fortiee the extent or termination, would be equally 
inapplicablt to his plan, for m his mind it woujld be complete 
^nd hnal* In his mind it would comprehend all that a ra¬ 
tional reformer would think it neceflary now pr at any time 
to do, and w ould therefore give no licenfe to fiMw^’e or more 
pxtenfive fchemes. The aigunient, that no alteration of the 
number of members compofing the Houfe ought at any time 
to be fullered—and that not reform of the reprefentation in 
what was emphatically called the corrupt parts ought to be 
accomplilhed by an a« of power, would be equally inappli¬ 
cable— for, by his piopohtion, he meant to lay jt down as 
a firft principle, that the number of the Houfepught to remain 
the lame, and that the refoimof decayed bwroujhs ought not 
to proceed on disfranchifement. T his, he laid, was the third 
ipftoit made by him, lince he the honour ot a. feat in 
Parliament, to prevail upon the ^ Sa*^ie to adopt a reform 
in the reprefentation of the peojiu He had twice failed m 
his endeavours to tlTei^ this 1 liutar^mtipofe, and yet he was 
not difcoui.iged from renewday: hewasen- 
couiaged by two ciicuniftances ^iicK*Tle*had not in his fa¬ 
vour on the foimer occafiojis. ThS^ reform "Vkich he now 
meant to propofe, was more confiftent with the views of 
the bell and mofl moderate m<’n ; apd this was a newuHoufe 
of Commons, that had never peen confulted on the fubjeft 
of reform, andconfequcntjy had pot, like the two laft, ne¬ 
gatived a propolition made for introducing it. T herefore, 
though the lubjedi might be thought ilale hy the Public, as 
it had been lb fiequently debated, it was peifedtly new to the 
Houfe of Commons which he had then the honour to addrefs, 
in which it had never yet been debated. 

That gentlemen lliould have fet themfel|res againft general 
and unqualified notions of refonn he did not much wonder; 
and that they fhould be fiiU more mimical to the vague, im- 
pradiicable, and inconclnfive chimeras, V^ch had been 
thrown out at different times by different fsiformers, he was 
not afipnifhed. Reverencing the confiitntion, and feeling 

all 


argued (o llircmg}y ai^ainff fft 

*^)remnn, their arguments woawlmt^ 
and explicit propofition which It WXB 




dl tbit If of of Us beao^ 

ty, fiv^.]ii^iill^]| U| do wooal^]: that gen^ 

tiemeit V 9hittiUA it i&l^lonLS whidt were foundid 
bn no ind wbldi admitted of no limiu Bot there 

were certain proportions, in v^hich had reafon to thtnik 
that alt men muT coincide. 


If there Wptp any fpecific means of purifying the Hate of 
^^^l^^l^entatiDQ on its ^rft pnnciple, without danger of alter* 
ing the fabric, and without leaving it either in uncertainty 
or difocder, fuch means ought, with becoming caution, to be 
nfed. * 

On this clear and indirputable proportion it was that he 
wifhed to,go. It was becaufe he imagined that a plan might 
he formed, congenial with the hid principles of reprefen* 
tation, which would reform the pielent inadequate ftate, and 
prov^ in all future times for as adequate and perfe^ a 
Bate of reprefentation as they could expe<5t to arrive at in 
tne prefent circumflances of the country. He was aware, 
when he fpoke in this manner, that the idea of general and 
complem repiefentation, fo as to comprehend every iiidivi* 
dual, and his perfonal iharein the legillature of the 

country, was a thing incompatible with the population and 
Bate oPthcy|dngdom. The prai^icable definition of what 
the popular oilbch of ’*)>ur legiflature was at this day, he 
took to be precifely^ *—“ An alTembly freely ele^ed, 
between whom ap(^^4^e mafs of the people there was the 
clofeft union and fco4 p^rfedl fympathy,” Such an Houfe 
of Commonsjj^^S*’tjs^'purpofe of the ConfiitutiOii origi* 
nally to fv^n an Houfe of Commons it was the 

Wifli of every reformer now to eftablifii. Thofe who went 
farther—thofe who went to ideas of individual reprefenta¬ 
tion, deluded themfelves with impoillbilities; and took the 
attention of the Public from that fober and pradlicable path 
in which they might travel fafely and with eaf^ to launch 
them into an unbounded ^a, where they had no pilot to di* 
re£i, and no Bar to guide them. 

Solicitous as he was of reform, he never could counte¬ 


nance vague and unlimited notions. It was his wifii to lee 
the Houle adopt a fober and pradticable fcheme, which Ihoiild 
have for its bafis the original principle of reprefentation, and 
Biould produce the obje^ which every lover of our Conflitu- 
Jtion mufthave in view, a Houfe of Commons between whom 
^nd the People there ihould exiB the fame IntereB and the 
^ moB 





moft, 

an arrangeteit It 1M prdi^W 

tJj^equate Ibte of r«pf«lentat^ kdslib.it^i&qtialf 

iM'ben mad^ (d, and /hoiiM givu^ tcx,tha Con^tnti^i^purity'i* 
cioijfiAciKy, and, jf poffible, liuinortaUtyu was lit 

fangntne Mea which he entertained fro|n }ns projef^>«’af|d fuch 
l)(j^$rQflcd would be the lentiment of the Hoi^c upon iti tw^ 
petition. Whatever argument might^ adduced agam^i^li 
pra£i;icability, and what againll its expediency, he truffid 
that the old argument of innovation would not be alledged. 
Ai^he lidi^dfaid it was not an innovation, and heVasfurethat 
gentlemen would agree with him m this fentiment, when 
they tunnel their eyes w ilh him back to the earligfl^ periods 
of our hifloty, and tiaccd the pradiice of our aiiceftors in 
tlie purcJl: day s. 

He confideted it on fuch a reviewf as one of the- moft 
indifputable doftiines of antiquity, that the Hate df repre- 
fentation was to be changed with the change of circumftan- 
ce?. As far back as tlie period of the reign of Edward L 
which was the firll time when they could trace diihuft de- 
fenptions of men in the rcprefentation, the do^flTle of change 
was clearly underftood. The counties were noA uniform; 
the numbiT of member was fiequently var!s|||fi ahrd from 
tlial period to the nign of Charles fe.jheye were few reigns 
hi which reprclentation was not and m which it did 

not undergo diminutions or fludluai^s.of feme kind or 
other* Thofe changes were owinff to tlw difcietion which 
was left m the executive brancheS^rtll^^giftature, to 
fummon or not to fummon whom thm^eafecUlnJ^rliament. 
The executive branch of the legiflature was veiled with this 
difcretion on no other principle, than that the places wdufh 
might for the time being, have fuch a lliare in the general 
lealeof the people, as Ihould entitle them, or rather fub- 
JerSl them to the duty of fending members to the reprefenta- 
tive body, might be appointed to do fo. In this very difcre- 
tionary power the principle of alteration was vifible, and it 
manjfefted the original notion which our forefathers had of 
reprelentation to be this:—-That whereas it was impofllble 
thit every individual of a populous country could make 
< hoice of a rejirelentative, the talk Ihould be committed to luch 
bodies of men as might be colledled together in communities 
in the feveral diftiuSls of the kingdom • —and as luch com- 
muiiilies mufr fiom their nature be iludluatiiig and moveable, 

I that 
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thit durylbf4lbjlb reft*. Every tiiad pnuil acknowlettge that tQ 
have pxeftifisd difcretion odierwife than foundly* mulk 
have been a hkh grievance; and he needed not to fay that if it 
were nt^ tei&d m the Crown, and that miniftcrs might 
on fuch {jbces as they {ueafcd for the choice of tnembei s, tiiere 
v^asnpt a man m England who would not conhder the libei* 
ties Of his country as extinguilhed. Such difcretion, how¬ 
ever, didexiif, and he mentioned it to Hiew, that principles 
in reprefentation had lieen departed from, and had their ex-^^^ 
iflence no longer. The argument ngainft change was an ar* . 
|;ument againn the experience of every period oi our hiiiloryi^ . 
Xliere had not been of late .any addition to the county fhare 
in the reprefentation, except indeed of tbe palatines, of the , 
principality of Wales, and of another addition which had been 
mi)de flnce the period at which it was common to fay that 
our Conllitution was fixed, the Revolution, namely, the ad- ^ 
dition of all that pnit of the united kingdom called Scot¬ 
land. 


^ V 

But in th^borough reprefentation the changes had been in- 
finitely more common. Gentlemen had undoubtedly ready 
that of the boroughs whicK ufed formerly to fend members to' "f 
Parliament, feveiity-twd ijnd been disfianchifed, that was to^^’^ 
fay, that the Crown had^eafed to fummon them at general 
eledions to return bijr|elfcs to the lloufe of Commons. Af-* 
ter the Reiloration, f*jrty-^?x of thefe boioiighs^,.petitioned 
Parliament to hf^^ored to the exercife of their ancient fran- 
chife, theii^rayer was granted , and to this day they con¬ 
tinued to enjoy it But the other thirty-fix not having pre- 
fented iffiy petition on the fubje£f, had not recovered their 
lofi franchiie. * Upon this he would be bold to fay, that con* 
fidering the refloration of the former, and the continued de* > ^ 
privation of the latter, the fpirit of theConflitution bad been '' > 
groflly violated, if it was true, (but which he denied) that 
the extenfion to one ft of boroughs of the franchife of re ^» 
turning members to Parliament, and the refumptton of it 
from others, was a violation of the Conilitution. for if tho* ' 


numbers could not originally have been confiitutionally in- 
creafed, ib they couhi not conflitutionally have been dimi- 
nifhed but having been once diminifhed, to rellore thei^ 
might by feme be faid to make an innovation . and if tho 
Parliament had any authority to refiore the franchife, the 
principle ^of refioration ought to have been extended to the 
feventy-two boroughs^ and not confined to one half of them. 

Here 


0 
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' Here tlien it epp^red inanifpilt, tliet tHe whote wai (||[over^»ed 
Itiy a principle, which miittated dttedlly ag:^nfi the modem 
dodlrine, (bat do what had been conftantljr done for ages, by^ 
the wifeft of our anceftors, was to innovate dpott thft Con- 
ftitution. The feventy-two boroughs in qneHion had difcon- 
ithned to return members, becaufe the^ had fallen into decay. 
ThirCy-fix of them afterwards recovered' their franChife, when 
they recovered their former wealth and popoUtlon; bjat the 
bther thirty-fix not having renovated their former vigour and 
tonfequence in the State, remained to this day deprived of 
the franchife which had been taken from them, wnen they 
loft the wealth and population, on account of which they had 
originally obtained it. 

w by then was there a greater ohjedkion to any change in 
the reprefentation of certaip borouj^is now than there had 
been in former periods ? Why were they more facred now 
f than the thirty>(ix boroughs which had been disfranchifed> 
and which now had no ihare in the leprefentation of the coun- 
■itry ? The arguments that influenced gentlemen agamft any 
, change now, would have equally operated agtllhft the thirty- 
fix boroughs which had from time to time beenVxtinguifhed, 
aft well as agamft the faibe number, which having iieen abo- 
lifhed, were, from a change of thqgr circumftances, reinftated 
, In their privilege. In thofe ear1ieq|«riods, fuch was the no- 
tion of reprefentation,. that as o^ ^(vough decayed, and 
, Another arofe, the one was aboU^ied, Ind the other invefted 
with the right, and alterations flfok plaj^rom accident or 
taprice, which* however, fo far as raey good and 

< ftalid. The alterations were not made by principle; they did 
not arife from any flxed rule laid down and invanably pur- 
fued, but they were founded m that notion ^h>ch ^Ve the 
difcretionary power to the Crown, viz. that the principal 
places, and not the decayed boroughs, ftiould be called upon 
to exercife the right of eleflion. 

He contended, therefore, that the fame notion ihould now 
prevail, but that it ihould be refeued froip that accident and 
caprice in which it had before been involved—that the alte> 
ration Ihould be made on pi mCiple—and that they fhould 
eftabhfti this as a clear and eternal axiom in reprefentation, 
that It ihould always be the fame—that it iliould not depend 
upon locality or name, but upon number and conditipn, and 
that a ftandard ihould he fixed for its fl^e. He would fubmit 
to the world which of the two were moft anxious for the 
prefervation of the original piinciple of the Conflifution, he 
who was fi>r matntamiDg the exterior and liame of reprefeii- 
* • tation. 
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tAtion, when the fubflance was gone, or he who, preferring 
the fabflance and reality of reprefentation to the name and ex¬ 
terior, was folicitous of changing its feat from one part of 
the country tofinother, as one place might floui i(h and another 
decay It was his idea, that if they could deduce any good 
pnticiples from theoiv, and ap->lv them to pia£tice, it was 
their duty to do fo. It was thtn tlu theory, and it had been 
the pra<5\ice in all times to ad\pt the repieftniation to the 
ftuc of the countiy , and this w is exadtly what it was hi* 
intention to it commend to the Home Now and in all future 
tune to adapt the icpich ntation to the llatc of the country, 

\\ IS rhe.idta of reform which he ^nt'^itaimd. 

Pei haps gentlemen would be apt to exclaim that this con- 
traduSlcd the dcclaialion with which hf let out, viz. that the 
pi m which he meant to ptopoie would be Im il and complete, 
Whi^n they came, how'^vfi, to heir the whoh of his idea, 
he tiufltd they woultl li'ul tl>«t li.s propohtion lud m view 
not only an immcdnt'* lefoim, but that it tompitht nded m 
aiiangement which muil oppi Ut in all future t.me, and pio- 
vide foi the chin'ies wb'ch in the natuie of thinos mull in- 

o o 

ce/TiMtiy aMf I i a toiu.tiy h’ c Biitain Hewifhiil to eflab- 
lilh 1 pean,iM it lule to omiate like the dilcrtiion out of 
which o'li pr Confhrutim hul fpiung. '1 Intdifcielioii 
woi M lx v(Tv iinpiopi t to f'ul now, thouoli'in nulei times 
It V I f t lo t' i' c^v-i. 3U> vht'i rcprel niation was i thcr abur- 
<1 nthui ' piIVil( 1 uhfi 1 duly thui an oh,v-cl f ♦ ambition. 
1 or that e^ilcK tioii-bi was no adsocate , but lu wilheJ to le- 
m'tid g ntlePK 1 , ittlut*di{cict'oini y pnwei hnl never been 
wicflcd fiom tlv'hind„of ihecxicutivc biancli of llif 1 ''ill i- 
ture, aniL’’* n. to thisdiv theiecxifrtd but the adt of Union 
to pii the Ciown from adding toor dimmiHiing the num- 
bei Ploule, By the art of Union tlie piojxjitionaii 

numbeis for the two p.iits of the kingdom wtie hved, aiid 
fiom thediteof that .art, luU not till lint art, th( d.lcrttion 
of the Crown was at an end. 

Theaigument of withllmding all ufoimation, from the 
feai of the ill conlequences tint might cnlue, m ulc g utlt-incn 
come to a fort of compiomile with thcmlelvcs “ We aie 
knfjblv* of certain d-'-ferts ; we fcf"l ent un mconn nicncies in 
the piefent ftate of lepreltntation , hut fe.»nng that we may 
make it woile by alteration, we will be content with it as it 
IS.” This was a foil ofaigumtnt to which he could not give 
his countenance. If gcntlcmm 1 ad at all times h cn content 
with this fort of average, tlu n-'^ion would Invc loll much of 
that excellence of which oui Cv'illiti.tion now 1 ad to boafl. 
VoL. XVIII. H \^ho 
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Who would fay but that the excellence of the Conilttution 
was the fruit of conflanfimprovetoent ? To prove this fa6t 
lequired but httle illuftration. It was^ for inftance, a firft 
pnncipife in our Confhtution, that Parliament® fhould meet as 
frequetitly as the exigencies of the State Jfhould require. This 
was a clear principle, but the periods were not fixed Prac¬ 
tice, however, had improved on this principle, and now it 
was eAibhflied that Piiliament fiiould annuilly meet 

Something like tlict which he meant now to recommend, 
did take pi loe in very early periods of oui hilloiy It was 
remarkal)l< that James I with all his high notions of difcre- 
tionary powe*, Hated, in his fii A prochmition fnr'callmg a 
Parliament, tliat the AienfFs of the counties Aiould not direct 
foch boroughs to fend members as were Jo utterly ruired as 
to be incapable oi iinintitled to contnbute their Amo to the 
reprtJentation of the country /noiberp nod of our hif- 
torv, which, whatever ohiei'Tion he might hue to the gene¬ 
ral pnncipUs, had given ri'-lo nnny filutary laws , he meant 
in the days Cromwell , it vt is declated by the Protc^for 
that there fhould be agieitcr propoition of kmghts th m of 
burg'*Aes in the Houfe of ConiTons lie mentioned this au- 
thoiitv, for which, as he had faid, he had, in th4 gsncial, no 
great reverence, (whofe oppofition to Charles I began in li- 
pemioufnels, and proceeded, as hc^*atloufne^s always did, to 
'tyranny) hecaufe it would Aiew, tha^nvhatev^ r w is his general 
refpc£t tor the conAitution of the country, lie dearly Aiewed 
that he thought repiefentation Aionld l^efcropc rtioned to the 
people reprolented. Lord Clarenhon, inJf^aking of the plan 
ofCiomw’el!, had fa id, anditv.as to^be fowrW^j^iis wntingc, 
“ 7'hat It was worthy of a more warrantable au^ftority, and 
“ of better times” hi '‘in tliefe circumAanccs, bethought 
that a doubt could not be left on the mind, but that it ^ways 
had been the principle ot icprefentation that it Aiould change 
•with the changes wh'ch the country might endure, and that 
It fhould not be merely confiiiefd, as he had laid, to exterior 
and locality 

Feeling;; therefore, that this was the clear pimciple of rc- 
prefent ition, he begged the Honfe to remember, that he had 
told them m the outfet that his plan was free from the objec¬ 
tion of altering the number of the Houfe, and alfo from the 
ohje£lion of making anv change in the boroughs by disfran- 
chifcment his plan confiAed of two parts , the firA was more 
immediate than the oth“r, but they were both gradual The 
ArA was calculated to procure an early, if not an immediate 
change of the reprefentation of the boroughs; and the fe- 

cond 
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cond was intended to eftabliih a rul^ by which the repreien- 
tation fhould change with the changes of the countiy It was 
the clear and datei mined opinion of every fpecuiatift, that 
there iliould be an alteration of the prefent proportion be¬ 
tween the counties and boioughs, and that in the change, a 
larger proportion of members mould he given for the popu¬ 
lous places, than for places that neither had property nor 
people. 

It was therefoie his •intention to fubmit to the Hou^e, to 
provide, Tha» the memliers of a certain number of boroughs 
of the laft defcnption, that is, of boroughs decayed, fhould 
be diftnUuted among the counties He would take the cri¬ 
terion, by which he fliould judge what boroughs were de¬ 
cayed, from the number of houfes , and this was a mode of 
judgement which wasjiot liable to error, and which he con¬ 
ceived to be perfe 61 ;ly confiftcnt^with the original principle of 
reprelentation. He iliould propofe, that thefemembers ihould 
be transferred to tiie counties, beginning with thofe that flood 
in thegreateft need of addition. T'he nature of inch a reform 
a' this was 111 Its nature limited ; for, if once the ftindiid for 
the loweft county was fixed, the propoition foi all mull be 
the fame, and it would bo impoflihle to add moie for anyone 
county than for the left. In this vif'w of thchufinefs, he 
imagined that the Houfo would agree with him in thinking 
that tlicic were about thirty-fix boroughs lo decayed, as to 
come wiihin the feheme of fuch an operation. Seventy-two 
would the'^efore be , he nunrh“r of members lo be added to the 
counties in fuchj»-v^portion as the wifdom of Parliament might 
dire6l, ani^thi* number it was his intention to propofe fliould 
be fixed uiialteiabie The operation mufi. be gradual, as 
he intpi^ed that the boroughs fliould be disfrancluled on their 
own voluntary application to I'ailiamcnt. Gentlemen mufl 
be aware that a voluntary application to Parliament was not 
to be expe£led without an adequate confideration b^ing given 
to the boroughs; and he trufled that gentlemen would not 
ftart at the idea of fuch a confideration being provided for. 
A reform could only be brought about by two means—^by an 
a£l of power, or by an adequate confiderat’on which might 
induce bodies or individuals to part with rights which they 
conlldered as a fpccies of valuable inheritance, or of p-^rfonal 
property. To a reform by violence he, and he was fenfihle 
many others, had an inlurmountable objedlion ; but he con- 
fidered a reform in the repiefentation of the people an objeiffc 
of fuch value and importance, that he did not hefitate in his 
own mind to propofe and to recommend to the Houfe the 

H eflabUihment 
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eftahbflament of a fund for the purpofe of purchaling the 
franchife of fuch boroughs as might be induced to accept of 
It under the circumftances which he had menCioned. 

It might be aflccd what the confideiation could be for fuch 
a franchife. Hs knew there was a fort of ‘^queamifh and mai¬ 
den cos nefs about the Houle m talking on this fubjeft; they 
were not very if.idy lOt ilk n that Hotile on what, at the fame 
time It was prett) v%cll undeiPno'', out of doors they had no 
great ohje£l:ion to negociate, thepurchafe and the laleof feats, 
iiut he would fiiily aik gtntlemui, ’f thefe fonts of franchifcs 
were not cap-.hle of being appreciated ? and whether, not- 
withilan h^g .'!! llie pror J hoail of iis being an iiifult to an 
Englifhmin to afk him to foil his inv duahlr franchife, there 
wtre not abundance ,d i^cs, a* without imputing im¬ 
morality to tuiy individual, fuen fr uichilus might not he pur- 
ch'afed ? Could it not ht pr« ^ed ihit in this country eftates 
fb fituated as to command in influence in a decayed or depo¬ 
pulated borough, and to ba\e the power of returning two 
members to Pai^ianw nr, lold for more money than thev would 
have done if fuuatod in a ly other place, however luxunan-t 
the foil might be, however produ6livc its hat veils, unlefs its 
barv'rfls could occ .flonally produce a couple members, its 
intnpfic value wis lus There wne many reafons why men 
might be induced to furrender this franchife ; in fome inftan- 
ces, where the nghl of returning members was attached to 
the polleflion of an eflate, and W'here it might he confidcred 
as an inheritance, giving to the pofTeflqjf the power of doing 
lo much good to his country, he might ywprantably ?nd ho¬ 
nourably accept qf a valuable confideration, by the ufe 

of the equivalent he might be equally ferviceahle i-^^the com¬ 
munity. In fotne inftances, perfons en|oyed the ^lanchifc 
in confequence of a life right, and enjoying it only for their 
lives, interefl: would naturally induce them to accept of a 
conflderation , others enjoyed it by a flill more temporary 
tenure, merely by the circumllance of local relidence* and 
to them theremre it mull be an opportunity which they will 
covet to embrace. Viewing the matter, therefore, in thefe 
points of view, he had no doubt, m his own mind, but that 
the boroughs to which he alluded would voluntarily furren- 
der their franchife to Parliament on Aich confideration being 
given. He fhould piopofe that the fund to be eftabhfhdd 
Ihould be divided into two parts, and that it fhould be Aipu- 
lated that a larger fum fhould he given for perpetuities than 
for temporary rights. He had ftated before, he faid, that 

this 
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this operation would not be immediate, at lead to the full 
extent, but he had reafon to believe that it would neither 
be flow nor difUnt. 

The fecond piht of his plan was to piovide, that after the 
full and final ope^tion of the fiift propolition, that is, after 
theextin£lion of \hirty-fix boioughs, and the transference of 
then members to tire bounty itprefcntation, it there ftill 
ihould remain any bor^gh fo final I and lo decayed as to fall 
within the fize to be/nxed on by Pailnment, tint (uch bo¬ 
rough ihould* ftill have it m us power to lurrender its fran- 
chile on an adequate confideiatioii, and that the riglit ot lend¬ 
ing the members to Pa’Iiamcnt Ihould be iransfi^i rti! to fuch 
populous and flounlhing town' as might defiie to e.ijoy the 
right, and that this rule fliould remain good, m \ operate m 
ah future time, aiid-lic applied to lucli boioughs is in the 
flu6tuating ftate of a manufacturing nul commeicial king¬ 
dom might fall into decay in one piit of the coantiy, and 
rife into condition in another. Thefe ptopofitions, taken to¬ 
gether, comprehended what heconc^iscd to he, 1 unal and 
complete iyflem, and which would eafe the iniiiUs of gentle¬ 
men with lelptet to any future /theme of re/vuni beuig it- 
tcmptecl, or beipg mcefTiiy 'I hi^ was not a p](an cf rcforin 
either fluctuating or d''»ngcablIt was not h-b]eCl to the 
argument, that tie' fciiimg thib qt. < {L ..m ,soahl had Lo endlefs 
innovations, and that when opco unoK».d in change, there 
was no forcftting vvLs.n wc might fiop , nor was it lubj-Ct to 
the objection tint n. a n ' * nnov ition; forhehul v'^iy much 
failed in maktnss ms o^v.i iJe is inicli'gilde to the Houle, if he 
had not f^wn theui ’^hat it v . s . plan in evc» y u IjvCl conge¬ 
nial, nQ|i^nly vvph iiic fii 1 principle, but w'lth the unifoim 
praClife of the ConltiiUlion 'ibef, arguments, th>-rc,lore, 
he trufled, wonhl not he brought agaipU Ins plrp. 'J he ar¬ 
gument, whether his propofitioiis were practicibh^ wnether 
they were fulceptible of a ana culy t) -LUtion, he fliould 
be happy to hear ami to difcuJs. Jiut ail the a’giiincuts that 
IkkI from time to tim been brought a^ainfl geper d and unex¬ 
plained notions, as tlicy were not applica'de, lie tiufied they 
would not be adduced. 

He anticipated feveial objeCIions, which, when the prepofi- 
tions came to be dilculled in il.c detail, he fliould he happy 
to meet and to combat. 1 he fiift, he luppiitd. v/ould bt the 
argument of the ex pence , certainly it would always be wife 
and proper for that Houle to ginid agn.nft wild and churen- 
cal Ichemes and Ipecubtions, which might involve i! eir con- 
ftituents in additional burdens, but he did not believe tliat in 

a mat- 
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a matter fo dear and important to Engliftimen, they would 
be intimidated froth embracing it by the circumftance of the 
coft. He conceived it to be above price fi was a thing 
which the people of England could not pur^t ife too highly. 
Let gentlemen fct the queftion m 1 s prop^ point of view; 
let them oppofe to the expence, however gtsat, the probable, 
arid indeed the almoft certain, advan,tafes t'o accrue from If, 
and then they would lee how little tl^- a pament of occonomy 
ought to weigh agiinll '^bf“ piTihcanow/' the popular branch 
of the Legillature. It tli>.re always iud b'.’!, a Houfe of 
Cor 'Ticns who weie the faithful flewards of ihc iiHerefts of 
thuii countiy, the diligent checks on the adrainillration of the 
' finances, theconJflitutional advifers of the executive branch of 
the Legiflatuie, the ftcady and uninfluenced fiiends of the 
> People, he aiked, if the burdens which the conftituents of 
that Houfe were now doomed.to endure, would have been in¬ 
curred ? Would the People of England have luffered the cala¬ 
mities to which they had lately been made lubjedl ? And feel¬ 
ing this great and melancholy truth, would they coiifider the 
diveftment of any lum as an obje<9:, when, by doing fo, fuch a 
Houfe of Commons might be afcertained ^ He did not, theie- 
fore, think that the argument of the expence would be much 
infifted on, nor indeed would the expence be fo great as, on 
the firft blulh of the mattei, gentlemen might be apt to 
imagine*. 

Another 

’** The Rev Mr. V/yviII, Chau man of the Yor^^irc Committee, 
with whom Mr Pitt confeirtd on the formation plan, gave 

the following “ Summary Explanation of its Principles’’^^ a public 
meeting 

** The number of additional rcprefcntativcs to the great ihftnfts is 
propofed to bt feventy-two, for which the disfianchifement of thir- 
** ty-fix fmall boioughs would be wanted The means by which fo 
** confiderablc a furrtnder of the right to return members to Parlia- 
** ment is expefted to be obtained, is certainly adequate to the end 
propoftd, and yet m the view, either of equity or of expedience, 
“ pcrfeflly unexceptionable 

It is propofed that a million of pounds fterlingbe fet apart, as a 
fund for compenfation to the boroughs which may be disfranchifcd, 
that this whole fum be divided into thirty-fix fhares, of which, that 
each borough agreeing to furrender its clcflive light, and applying, 
by petition from two thuds of its cleftors, to Parliament for that 
purpofe, be entitled to one fliarc, to be dulrtbuted in due proportion 
among the fcveral perfons intereftcd therein, according to their rc- 
fpcdive equitable claims, by a ipecial Committee of the Houfe of 

** Commons, 
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Another objeftion that he forefaw was, that the opetation 
would be but gradual, and its full and final accomplilhment 

at 

“ Commons, to be ^pointed in the fame manner as Committees are 
** appointed to tiy thl merits of contefted clefttoni, by which, if any 
^^.^jficftion lliould a^t, touching the right of voting, or whether 
the petitioners are ^Alljtwo thirds of the voters, fuch qucftion 
fliall be decided mtered of thefc thirty>fix iliares, or fe- 

veral principal fums « money, be fuifered to accumulate and be 
added to each p"fl5tipal funi, until, by the dccifion of fuch Com¬ 
mittee, pankl’ETnv piincipil <'nd intered included, ihall be awarded 
to fome fmair borough on its voluntary application to be disfran- ^ 
“ chifed By this piovifion, the fum appropriated, if not large 
enough at firft to induce the decayed boroughs to furrtnder their ob- 
** noxious rights, would continually incieafc, and the temptation to 
“ rcfign them would becothc uttmatejy iirefiftible. 

“ By the other pait of Mr Pitt's fyftcm of reformation, a fub- 
fequent impioicment of the borough reprclcntation would be afeer- 
tamed, and cairicd into execution on fimilar terms and, more- 
“ over, a pnnciple of future and perpetual improvement in the re- 
“ piefentation of towns to an indefinite extent would beeftablilhed. 

“ When the icpicfcntation of the counties and the metropolis lhall 
hav( beta icflificd in ihc mode and to the extent already defcribed, 

‘ n IS piopolM tint a ftcond lum be fet apart to induce fuch decayed 
“ or inconlkkiablc boioughs aforcfaid, as may Hill remain, to make 
“ a fiithct iinrt ikr of the right of clefting members of Parliament, 
** in order tint lui.n light may be tiansferred to the tovVns of B|r- 
“ mingham, ]M^nchefier, and other large umeprefented places, when- 
ever fuch unreprelcntcd places lhall refpe£lively petition Parliament 
for the lame—that thcelcftive franclufc, exclufively enjoyed 
by a fcny'nhib'tants, members of the corporate body in certain 
towns, Ji'ay be imparted to the inhabitants, houfeholders of fuch 
tow n*^,Occupying boufes alfeifed to a ccttain final! amount, ou the 
voluntary application of fuch corporate bodies to Pailiament to fur- 
'* render then txclufive privileges 

** The cxrtnfion of the light of fuffiage to many fubfiantial houfe- 
holders in the metropolis, the unrcprelcntedto.vns, and thofe towns 
“ where the right of leprefentation is at prefent exelufivtly enjoytd 
by a few inhabitants, would be the neceffaiy conlcquencc of the fe- 
** veral transfers, and communications of the eleftive right propofed 
• “ in the two parts of this fyftem The admiffion of copyholders to 
** the right of voting at county elcfiions, would form a ftill greater, 
** and a perfeflly unexceptionable, addition to the conilitucnt body; 
for which, It lb underfiood, that a feparate bill would be provided 
accordingly. Regulations alfo for multiplying the places of poll 
*** in the counties, for the better alcertaiumcnt of the right of voting, 
** for reducing expence, and preventing bribery at eleftions, would be 
** included as lubfidxary parts of the lame fyftem." 


** 1, Eftimate 
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at kail be diflapt, This, however, was not nn objection 
that could have much weight, lie dad not believe that the 


** I Eftimate ©f ihe numlez of boiough riiu^vould jjrobibly be 
** disfrapchifcd, and t*'c coi'lttjtjtnt additio i • f *iyCnbcrs that would be 
** made t<> the laigcr diftnfts and to unreprt lc.nt</i low ns , and ado the 
** number «>f laxgt, towns in which the tKclufiv^light of thi. coipoia- 
tions to cl-'-’i: I’-icnibcri would be to^nc lubfiniitial inha^ 

** tarns, houlefoldci^ of the fnne refp^ , provided iS2r, I'ltt’s 

•* whole plan Ihould be adopted by ParhUjJ t 

^ ^ Boroughs. 

** By the firft pait of his plan woild be dis'^ianh^ift^, on vo- 
** luntary furiendti, in oidci to itinfoiee the 3?^i’«ifton of 
** the counnts and ttic mctiopolis - - - . - 36 

“ By the fecond part, to g v repiefentalivcs to certain large 
•* unreprefenied towns, rtletil f- - - - - 4 

“ It IS impoflilde to cflirmit tl'c whole i^uture distraiichifemcnt 
** undcrrhis head but thei ^ a «r at le^ft icu I'lge unicpiefentcd 
** towns m immediate view, .^s ht to r«.e^ive ihe right of icpic- 
•* fentdtion, foi winch n r tv,i, confiqueiitly, the disfian- 
** chifemcnt of at Itaft foui boioughs wou'd be wanted 

** Total of disfranchiftd boroughs - - , _ 4^ 

** Corpoiationsof large towns that probably would lurrendtr 
their exclulive right of rtprelentation - - - j o 


Mcmbci s 

•* Addition to the metropolis and the counties - 71 

To unreprefented tovs ns _ _ . _ 8 

“ Reprefcntation thrown open in Ven 'digc tow. ns - 20 

** Total addition of leprefentaiues to the Pubffa^ 

II* ** Eftimatt of the augmcnianon of the eonfVitu^^ body, that 
** would be ehedfed by cbeleMtal cxtcntions of the riglA .f fuffrage 
** propofed by Mr Pitt 

“ Houfehoideis luded in JVTirybone, Pancras, and other 


“ iinreprerented pait* of the inetropolis, about -■ 10,000 

** UnrepiefcnteJ freeholdti s in thecity of London - 1,000 

** Copyholders in Middlcfex, includi’g the metropolis 7,000 

** Copyholders in other parts of the kingdom - 65,000 

** Huufeholders in Birmingham, Manchefter, Shclheld, 

** and Leeds, independent of other unrcjJirclented towns, * ' 

** to whom the right of returning membeis to Parliament 
*• may be imparted - - - > 9,000 

Houfcholdcrs in Seal borough, Bury, Bath, fLc - 6, coo 

** Unrtpiefcntcd frct!»oldt 15 of HuIIlhiie, probably about 500 

“ Total addition 99,000 


operation 
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operation would either be flow or very diflant: he had Hated 
to the Houfe feveral reafons, to ihew that the different de- 
fcriptions of Mien would have an intereft in accepting the 
condition^ to goffered by Parliament; and in the fluiHuating 
ftate of properw, and in the almofl: conftant neceflities of 
jpen, he arguedfaike a man of the world in faying, that the 
‘ offer of the conl^tjfcitwn would from time to time be irre- 
fiftible. He was^l^i^ine perhaps in faying, that, before 
next Parliament, t^? benefit of this plan might be felt, and 
m the this objedfion of the plan being gradual, 

•Mitto uld ly \m?. j w ^rded, from the confidence which the Peo¬ 
ple of England had in their prefent reprefentatives. They 
would wait with patience for the operation of this arrange¬ 
ment, from the confidence which they had in the truth and 
charafter of the present Parliament. It was eledled under 
circumftances which made it tleir to Engliflimen; it had not 
yet forfeited the confidence of the country , and he was war¬ 
ranted in faying, that, with fuch a Houle of Commons, the 
conllituent body would not be eager for the immediate accom- 
plifhment of this reform. 

He faid, that in the propofed change of reprefentation, 
and III adding feventy-two members to the countie'?, he for¬ 
got in the proper place to mention, that it was his wifh to 
add to the number of the ele6tors in thole counties. There 
was no good reafon why copyholders fliould not bt admitted 
to the exeicife of the franchife as well as frccholdeis. Thei.r 
property was as fccurc, and, indeed, m fomc inftances, more 
lb than that the freeholders; and fuch an acccllion to the 
body of »’ile£fors would give an additional energy to rejirefen- 
tatior^#^ He conceived that the addition of feventy-two 
members would be as much as it would he proper to give to 
the proportion between county and borough. Thcfe leven- 
ty-two members would be divided between tlie counties and 
the metropolis, as nothing could be more evident than that 
the cities of London and Weftminfter, as well as the coun¬ 
ties, had a very inadequate fliare in the reprefentation of the 
kingdom. To give to the counties and the metropolis a 
greater addition than feventy-two members, or thereabouts, 
would be the means of introducing diforders into the Ueftioix 
more injurious than even its prelent inadequacy. 

He needed not, he believed, to enumerate the arguments 
that prefented themfelves to his mind in favour of a reform* 
Every gentleman who had taken pains to invelligate the fub- 
je<9:, muff fee that it was moll materially wanted. To con- 
VoL, XVIII. I quer 
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qucr the corruption that exifted in thofe decayed boroughs, 
he believed that gentlemen would acknowledge to be nnpoffi- 
ble. The temptation were too great for po^rty to lefift, 
and the conlequence of this corruption was 4'0 vilible, that 
fome plan of refoiming tlie boroughs had cld irly become ab- 
folutcly necelfary. In times of calamity a/d dillreis, how 
truly important was it to the people <|t Ihi^^ountry that the 
Houfe of Commons Ihould fvmpalhi^ Ip ^ themfehes, and 
that th«"ir in*f'’*cfts Utould be indiffoluble^It was moft mate- 
iiai that the People ihould have corifi^vT!??^!* Aeir own 
blanch of the Legiilature; the force of tho'-ii^'^i^oji, 
well as Its beautV) depended 011 that confidence, and on the 
union and fympathy which exifled bctvppcn the conflituent 
and lepicfentativc. The fource of oar glory and the muf- 
< Ics of our ftrength were the puie charadtei of fieedom, 
which our Conllitution boie. ’ 7 o Icflen that charadtei, to 
taint It, was to take tiom our vitals a pait of their vigour, 
and to leileii not only oui impoitancc but our energy wnth 
our neighbours. 

If we looked back to oiu hiftor^, W’^e fliould find that the 
brighteft periods of its glory and triumph were thole in which 
the Houfe of Commons had the moll complete confidence 
in their Minifleis, and the People of England the moll com¬ 
plete confidence in the PlowIc of Commons. The purity of 
reprefentation was the only tine and permanent fource of 
fuch confidence; foi though occafionall) bright cbara6fers 
had arifen, who, 111 fpitt ot the gencial coiiuption and de¬ 
pravity of the day in which thev lived, had manifefled the 
fuperior influence, of integrity and virtue, and h!^l forced 
both Parliament and People to coup tenance then Adn\niflra- 
tion, yet it w^ould be unwilt for the People of England to 
leave their fate to the chance of Inch chaiaiSlers often arifing, 
wlicn prudence muft d'c7ate that the ceitarn way ot lecuriiig 
theii propcities and tiv-edom was to purify the fourccs of re- 
p re lent at 1011 , and to cflaldifli that fliici lel.atioii between 
themfehes and the Houfe of Commnii'N which it was the 
oiiginal idea of the Conllitution to c.^ate. He hoped that 
the plan which he had mentioncil was likclv to re-ellablifh 
fuch a relation ; and he recommended to gentlemen not to 
luflVr their minds to be alaimcd b\ unneccfrar\ fears. No¬ 
thing was fo hurtful to impiovemeiit as the tt ir of being cai- 
rit-d iarther than the principle on which a peilon let out. 

It was common for gentlemen to xealon with themfelves, 
and to fay that they woula have no obje6tion to go fo far, and 

no 
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no farther, if they were fure, that m dluntenancing the firft 
ilep, they might not eithei be. led themfelves, or lead others 
farther than t^y intended to go. So much they were ai>t to 
fay was nght^fo fai they would go—-of fuch a fcheme they 
approved—but fearing that it might be earned too far, they 
deiifted from d*ng even what they conceived to be proper, 

-^e deprecated t^s and hoped that gentlemen would 

come to the conWf^i^n of this bufinefs, without fearing 
that It would lead ¥^0)0fequences that would iither rum or 
alarm usj pardon for having troubled the Houle 

Jqlon w 1 {i ffd to put them in pofleffion of all his ideas 

oil the' Ihiportant lubjedt, though he w as aware, that until the 
matter came to be argued in the detail, it w^as impoflible for 
him to fortlee all the ob|e£lions that might be ftarted. He 
(liould theiefore conclude foi the prefent with moving, 

“ T hat leave be given to bring in a bill to amend the re- 
“ prcfentation ot the People ot Kngland m Parliament,” 

Mr. Duncombt rofe to fecoiid the motion. He laid, that if Mr Dun- 
aft'^r tne fenfe of the People on the fubjedl of reform had 
been fo ckaily afcertained, the Miniflor had not come foi- 
watd and propoftxl fome mealure upon the lubjr* 6 f, he mull 
have exptekd but a Imall fharc m future of that gricc and 
confidence it thi hinds of the conllitueiit body, which was 
m fiiJT: a iVTiniftpi’s beft fupport. It was a new and intcrtft- 
mg objefl, he laid, to fee the Miiufter of the Ciowii Hand¬ 
ing fijrth in this yealous ind patiiotic manner, tlie advoc ite 
of the People. The meifure which had been piopofcd felly 
and compleatly met his ideis and thofe of his conl^ituents; 
and It ai^fwered the fohcitude of the People fo pcifetflly, th \t 
he llio^id confider himlelf as highly unworthy of his lita- 
ation, as one of then rtprelentitives, if he falisfied himfelf 
with a lilent vote on the occalion. He paid many compli¬ 
ments to the authoi of the propofltions, and faid, they were 
whit had been long and ardently delired by all the true loveis 
of the Conftitution, it was on thefe grounds he lolc to fe- 
cond the motion. 

Mr. Powyi thought the queflion of the higheft polfible im- Mr Powy 
poit.uice, but not on the principles of the light honouiable gen¬ 
tleman, for It was no longer a nieafure propoftd by any ot the 
indiMduals in the Houle, but by the gosernment of ilu coun¬ 
try Miniftcrs had owned it and the Houle were now to de¬ 
termine, whether they were to agquielce in this minillerial ef¬ 
fort to alter the Conftitution, or from refpedl to then owni 
dignity, to rejedt that which was only conjeifluie for what 
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they felt to be fa£t fte faid, the nght honourable gentleman 
had, with his ufual ekgance and force of expreibon, pro¬ 
nounced a funeral oration on the Conftitution of his country, 
which, however, he celebrated as the moll yilcellent m the 
world, as the envy and perfeflion of hum^ wifdom, but 
which at the fame time he configned to a nie* immortality of ^ 
fame by putting an end to its prefent exifljipjce. Thus thl’fr^ ^ 
form of reprelentjtion which had no* llj/d and operated to 
general and palpible advantage, and betthe conftant boaft 
of Enghlhmen, was notwiihllanding, |f the ho- 

nouirtbie gentleman’s jealoufy and miftrutS^^^icIence in 
this veiy uhjert, a found and operative love v. ' 
tion, had, in the bell and greateft men, in the moll piolperous 
and the purcll tunes, produced effefts which we could never 
forget. Zeal w^is, perhaps, an eficntial charaflenftic in rc- 
reformers He was willing for one to |ive the right honou¬ 
rable gentleman full credit for the carntftnefs and lolemnity 
With which he had btougbt forward the plan of reform, about 
which there had bten io much guefs and conjedlure m the 
dark. He knew not how to fpeak of the caution with which 
the fyfttra had been concealed. He for one would not cen- 
fure that part of the honourable gentleman’s fcheme. He 
was luiecf a majority, perhaps, who were ready to adopt 
whatever he thought moll proper to bring foiward. He 
would be glad, however, to hear how certain gentlemen were 
prepared to coincide w'lth principles which, in his opinion, 
they could not adopt, without, mthe firft place, virtually re¬ 
nouncing what they had already avowed He owned himfelf 
very much at a lofs to conceive how one, of any, could com¬ 
ply with a fyftem calculated td opeiate only by IloW and im¬ 
pel ccptible degrees, who were in fo much halle in tni^mattcr, 
as to declare repeatedly, that there was not a moment to lofe: 
others, as it Anuck him, could with Aili lefs propriety adopt 
this plan, who were the advocates of a general reform But 
now the propofal, which in its obje£l aimed at circumfcnbing 
the influence of the Ciown, originated with his Majefty’s 
MiniAers, and courted the fam^ion of the Houfe under 3 
royal patent. He was not, however, for one, fond of trials 
which might make us worfe, but copld hardly make us better. 

He did apprehend danger from a plan thus plauflble, and 
urged with all that eloquence and mafterly addrefs in which 
the right honourable gentleman had defervedly fo much credit 
with the Houfe. No man admired thofe talents which he 
poflibBed more than he did. He thought no man better quah- 
£ed to do hjs country the moft efllential fervices than he was. 

But 
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But he wa$ not prepared to fay the fame approbation was la 
all refpedls due to the application of his eminent abilities* 
He ridiculed the rage of reforming, which affected as a mala** 
dy the prelent da;^. It reminded him of the antient reformer 
Frocrultes, who, 1^ order to equalize the human race, had a 
bed of iron of a ftatidard fize, and on his leforming principle 
he jiJjri pcrfons wholj^eie too long, and ftretched thofe wno 
were too ihort to lis^s|z|of the bed. But at the time he 
pronounced them aba|f>^, and wilhed to know from the 
right honourable genlli^tan which of thefehe imitated, or by 
what orlicr S^rinciple he could be guided in hazard- 

f'.,ftp*W*ffin.iry ideas he had pre^d on the Houfe. 
Had the people of England called for a reform? There were 
but eight petitions on the table. He did not WMfh to encroach 
on the time ot the Houfe, but he could not help begging 
a lit>ie cf their attention, to the petitions which had been prcn 
fcnted to the Houfe in favour ol’this reform. The firft one 
to which he referred was that from Nottingham. This, with 
a confiilency which he deemed charadienllic of the buiinefs^ 
let out with ailerting their entire confidence in the Houfe of 
Commons. 

Yet a reform in this Houfe conflituted the prayer of their 
petition, Iheir exceptions he thought fingular. The ex- 
preffion was to him perfedfly unintelligible. What did they 
mean by inaatquaty ? This was the only defef^ they pointed 
out in the prefent ^flem of reprefentation. But they did not 
fay in what that fyilem was inadequate, or fpecify any of 
thofe purpoies in which it had failed. This very ui^nt pe¬ 
tition i^as only clear and expreihve in one general defire, and 
that was no lefs than to moM the cbaraSler and genius of the 
nation. 1 he next to which he called the attention of the 
Houfe was that from the city of York. But the requiiition 
of this was not in any degree affedled by what had b^n fug* 
gefted by the honourable gentleman. It went, in his opinien* 
to very different matters, though he underfloixl it to be rChe 
work of the great and venerable leader and commander in 
this political crufade. He mentioned Norwich, which prayed 
for the general reform of the whole reprefentative body; 
and by that means affumed to themfelves the honour of rc- 
prefenting the community at large. The conclufions which 
he wifhed to eilablifli by thofe references, were, that either 
there were no petitions before the Houfe which had reform 
for their aim, or where any fuch petitions of that kind exiile^ 
the reform which had been mentioned was not conformable to 
the fpirit and tendency of the allegations which they con- 

. tamed. 
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tamed. He afl<.cd how any man, who had hut a tolerable 
good opmion of the prelent Houfe of Commons, could come 
forward with a plan which fuppofed their infignificancy. He 
afked it the pielont Houfe were expected,y^r ready to adopt 
fuch an a£lot humility and felf*abafement./l he right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman’s favourable opinion of thl prefent Parliament . 
was well known 'Ihe panegyric whiclf he had pronottnceir 
on them now, was an echo to tllit^lj||rch they had received 
from the Sovereign at the commeny^-nt of the feflion ; for 
all the Houfe would recolledl the pillage, Ha did think it 
fometlnug extraordinary that the rage fliould be 

chiefly duelled to tliat veiy body wh 1 h 

peatedly, officially, and, he trufted, defervedly praifed. They 
were allowed to poflefs the confidence both of King and 
Country, and to be guided equally by their loyalty to the 
Crown, and their attichment to tlte mterefts of the People. 
He was anxious to know by what othei principles than 
thefe they could be guided Could a Parliament be better 
than difpofecl, on all occaflons. to do their duty with honour 
to tlicmltlves, and hdelity to then conflituents i* He wasalfo 
diipofed toafk, whethtr the borough members were more or 
Jefs inclined to do their duty than others. He remembered 
that a noble Lord, neaily related to the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, (Mr. T Pitt, now Lord Cameltord) had once made 
a motion in that houfe which did him infinite honour , which 
would have done honour to the reprefentative of the firft 
county IP the kingdom. It was, That this Houfe is hound 
to liften to the jietitions of the people.” This furely did not 
make him appear to be a man who had ffparate mterefts from 
them, and yet he was not, at the time he made that motion, 
the reprefentative of a county,'or great town, he w^s member 
for Old Sarum, one of thofe boroughs doomed, by the right 
honourable gentleman’s plan, to be dfisfi an chi fed. He then 
read over extradls fioij a pamphlet, publifhed by Lord Ca- 
niislford, m w'hich he ftated, that if any other influence in the 
kingdom was to be conftantly fhifting and changing, the m- 
flfvence of the Ciovvn, which alone was permanent, would 
ioon drive all the left before it. lie obfervecl, that if the 
trancife of decayed boroughs was to be given up, the right 
honourable gentleman ought to fet the example to the reft of 
the nation, by the latnficmg at the fhrine of reform the Ord¬ 
nance, Treafury, and Admiralty boroughs. He acknow- 
lulged there had been many untoward circumflances, withi | 
our Hcolkdlion, which had attended the operations of Go- 
veriimenl But he aft-wed whether thefe unfortunate events 

might 
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might not have taken place, had tlje boroughs heen^wiilvout 
reprefentatives. 'I he flu 6 luation of a Hate lo circumftanced 
as that of Great Jpfitain was, did not, ni his opinion, always 
depend on the constitution. 1 ho profperity 01 advuitageof 
It would undoubt^ly vary under the heft, as well as the 
worft. He regictt^ the melancholy confequencts ot the 
American war as .^ly one could do, but would it be 

faid, that war depentmt the reprelentatives of the bo»* 
loughs? He piefumetLT w, even of ihofe moll forward iii 
the fcheme o^a ywould ventuie to go all the lengths 
to 'viiich then iing howcsei went He did not choofo 
to go infd'the cfstail of the fcheme thus lul)jt£ted to the*con- 
fideration of Paihament He would not be lafli 111 deciding 
on the rights of thofe who regarded their intereH m boroughs 
with any degree of tenacjty. But this much he would fay, 
that no pecuniary confideration whatevci fliould difpofe hun 
to forego the pnvilege, and the gloiy of having it in his 
power to intioduce to the fervice nnd attention ot liib country 
the right honouiable gentleman. Much ftitfs Ind been laid 
on the corruption of the times. 'Iliat, he trufted, was not 
the language of experience With what degree then of de¬ 
cency could the right honourable gentleman fay, in th« face 
of fo popular a Parliament, tint the Ilouft of Commons can¬ 
not, unlefs reformed, conve]^ the fenfe of the nation ? A late 
Adminiftration, it might, perhaps, be faid, had been an admi- 
nifliration of corruption ; and upon its rum was railed an ad- 
miiiifliation of cpinton , and a good opinion unqueftionably 
muft be entertained of it, vhen it was known that it did not 
entertain or chenfli any one who had been formeily an agent 
of corruption —[At thTs ironical expreflion there was a loud 
roar of Hear' Heat •] This compaft and well-informed 
body was c ilcuhted to do juftice to all the principles of the 
Conllitution He was aware how the principle which was 
thus dignified with the name of a new one, would afFedl the 
very privileges which it w^as intended to guard. The firft 
ohje 6 t of It was to compliment the majority with the fale of 
the minority. On the whole, he owned great .ipprehenfions 
^^rom the firft conceffion. It was d mgerous in all cafes, but 
particularly fo in this. He implored the right honourable gen- 
« tleiTian to think what he was about, to beware how He afted, 
^and regard the expeiiment which he was now to try, with 
^elicacy and circumlpeddion. No man could forelee pre- 
eifcly Its ffFedfs, they ftruck him as abiming in no common 
degree Nothing could perluade him even tor a moment to 
•wi/h the propofitions he had laid down theimallcil attention, 

except 
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e»Kept he could indulge his curioiity at fuch a vaft ahd im¬ 
portant hazard as to wilh to fee the fcheme put to the proof* 
He thought in his own mind, and judgiji^ of mankind as 
they had always appeared to him, that t^s boafted principle 
might do infinite mifchief; but there was little probability of 
its producing any good whatever. Innoy/cion was to be dread¬ 
ed, and avoi^d as much as pofiible i^J^eftablilhments. The 
fight honourable gentleman had l|b|^«ed to fatisfy the Houfe 
that his iyftem was final, and that ir^t bounds to the fpecu- 
lative reformations of all future theon^C^T ijs he faid, but 
be did not prove it. It was, on the .eyam a 

precedent, perhaps an excitement, to the wildnefs and moft 
paradoxical noftrums they could either devife or apply. It 
placed them, in faiSt, on advantageous ground. They got by 
It what Archimedes wanted, a foundation to their inventions, 
a fulcrum from which they could throw the Parliament into 
the air. It was impoflible, in hiS opinion, to view the fub- 
je6l w ith any degree of patience. He thought himfelf as 
much raafter of it, from having only heard it ftated, as if he 
had revolved it in his mind for years. He would not, there¬ 
fore, vote for the order of the day, or treat it with any refervc 
or refpedl. Its purpofes were, he forefaw, fo hoftile to 
the Conftitution, f menacing even at a diftance, and fo un¬ 
qualified, that he w .is clearly for meeting the queftion in the 
teeth, and giving it a diiecSt and unequivocal negative. 

LordNorth , Lord North faid, the honourable gentleman had given him 
comfort by what he had faid in th^- conclufiori of his fpeech, 
VIZ. that he would not agiee to any conceffion, but would 
give the motion his dire <51 negative. Undoubtedly that was 
the treatment the motion ought to receive, and it was the 
line of treatment he fliould himfelf adopt refpefling it. Cu- 
riofity, he faid, had, in more inftances than one, gieatly mif- 
lad mankind, and he iliould have thought the hononroble gen¬ 
tleman had given way to a moil fatal curiofity, if he had 
fafhly and unadvifedly countenanced for a moment a direA 
attack upon the Biitim confiitution, a confiitution the work 
«f infinite wifdom, the fource of many blefilngs, much hap- 
ptnefs, much glory, a confiitution richly dcferving of tliat 
tvarm praife which the right honourable gentleman had be- 
iiowed on it, in far better words than he was mafier of, and 
With a brilliancy and glow of eloquence that would have 
ftdomed the meanell fubjeS: of panegyric, but which s 
wdUl employed when employed in decorating and defcribing 
the m<^ beautiful fabric that, perhaps, had ever extfied 

from 
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from the begtnhiag of time. He never would give his cem^ 
lent to any attempt to tamper with fuch a &hnc, unlels a 
very ftrong cafe ^uld be made out to prove it &ood in need of 
fome repair; that^afe had not yet been made out, neither had 
any^ the fmalleft ll^ow of proof been yet given that it re¬ 
quired any affiftanc^ whatever. Of an exilting evil he knew 
nothing; the bleffin^^^ha* had been derived under the confti- 
tution he knew welr|T^h ^y all knew them, they Aood re¬ 
corded in the hiftoric r^inals of the country, they had been 
felt for agesj fhe/'l^wre felt at that moment. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentiS»rv<4n had talked of pride, of lazinefs, of timi¬ 
dity; perhaps, out of the%bundance of his civility, he meant 
to apply thofe words to him. Was it fair, that becaute he 
happened to differ from the right honourable gentleman upon 
a great and an important>(ubje£t, a iubje£l in which they were 
all deeply and pedbnally interefted, in which the country it- 
felf, and the conff itutvon that they were all fo ready to extol, 
were deeply interefted, becaufe he happened to differ from the 
right honourable gentleman under a queftion of that magni¬ 
tude, he was to be attacked and treated with a degree of harfti- 
nefs which was not, which could not be merited by any mem¬ 
ber of that affembly; was it pride, when he was called upon 
to vote in fupport of a requiiltion, to be permitted to tamper 
with the conftitution, to fay, (hew me firft the neceffity > 
Was It lazinefs to fay, when it was ftated that a remedy was 
wanting, to inftft on having the evil ftated, to which that re¬ 
medy 15 to be applied ? Was it timidity, when called upon 
to unfettle the foundation of that glorious fabric, the work 
of his anceftors, to defire to paufe before he confented, and 
to inquire why he ihould conlent to undo it ^ , Hfs Lordftup 
took notice of the manner in which the Chllncellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer had glanced at the American war. As that was not 
the fubjeiSt of the day, and bore no fort of relation to the 
queftion then under confideration, his Lordfliip faid, be would 
not at that time go into a difcuffion of it; he would only re¬ 
peat what he had ofteiii faid before, viz. that whenever that 
queftion was properly brought forward, he was ready to meet 
It, confcious, that though we had been unfortunate in the 
war, though the War had been calamitous to the country, no 
blame was afcnhable to him on that account; the war was 
the war of the People, beghn at their inftance, and at the in- 
ftance of that Houie. Thole were fa61s fo undeniably true, 
that he wondered how any man wai bold enough, m the face' 
jDf thofe who were then fitting m the Houfe, and knew the 
Voi. XVIII. K has 
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that he had flated, fo well, to ftart a doubt of them. 
Having faid this, his Lordlhip returned to the immediate 
fiibje£l of the day, which he treated with o^eat feventy; he 
faid, OH a former occallon, when the honorable gentleman 
behind him had fifen to reprobate the ideafof tampering with 
the conftitution, (for that was the fourm, if not the fifth 
time, that it had been under dilcuffioiu^^t when'the worthy 
memlier for Northamptonlhire had de^ed to have the Bir¬ 
mingham petition read, thofe who jf^nds of what they 
called reform, but what he ihould calf n^in,^ad* fent a para¬ 
graph to the newfpapers, fiating, that the nobUTLord in the 
blue ribband would not have long to boaft of there being no 
petitions, for there would foon be petitions enow on the 
table. How happened it that there was no petition from 
Birmingham now, noi 111 tlys whole*lio more than eight pe¬ 
titions in all ^i» The right honourable gentleman, it was true, 
had faid m his fpeech, that a reform had been called for*by the 
People, fometimes more, and (bmetimes lefs. He underllood 
there were none. What then was he to conclude ^ That they 
thought It a hardfliip to be dcpiived of the privilege of fend¬ 
ing reprelentatives to the Houfe of Commons ^ No; but 
on the contrary, that they were indifiierent about the matter ; 
or rather, that they did not wilh for any luch franchife. If 
It was otherwrfe, uirely this would have been the time for 
them to maM tl^ir exertions, when they were informed that 
the right honourable gentleman would fupport their claims, 
both as a man and a m miller; and wheil they were taught to 
believe that all England, with one voice,* would lecond their 
application. But lo’ they wen* totally filent on this head; 
and what was not a little remarkable, their filence did not 
proceed from any mdiileience about their own intereft; for 
when they thought that afl^6led, they loon applied to that 
Houle by petition, as in the cafe of the Inlli Propolltions. It 
was fair to conclude, that they made themfelves perfe£lly 
ealy about a parliamentary reform, a^d were fully fatisfied 
with the prefent Hate of reprelentation in that Houle. 
Againll thelnlh Propolitions, petitions iiad flowed m fiom , 
all querters. So aware was the 1 ight honourable gentleman 
that the fmall number of petitions that had been prelented, 
necellanlv created an argument agamll the motion, that he 
had thought it prudent to endeavour to weaken the force of 
that argument which he torefaw would be urged, by laying,'^ 
with an indifferent air, that the leform had been called for by 
the People, fometimes more, and fometimes lefs. What was 

he 
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hetQ,underftand from that obrervatbn> Was he to take it 
as a proof that the People did resdl call for a refornt at tliat 
time ? Was io far to accommodate what they faw, and 
what they did >pt fee, and to take both as a proof that the 
People 01 Engla^id willied for a reform ? The petitioners 
who had fubfcrited the petitions that were on' the table) cer* 
tainly did wiili for a reform; and if be were to admit i;hat 
thofe who had notS^etitioned equally %vi(hed for a reform) it 
was gomg a good, way to meet their wilhes, becaufe in admit¬ 
ting fo muctr, jthuy ipoke by their prefence, and by iheir ab- 
fence; by their prayers, and by their (ilence* Well might he 
fay with the man in the Rehearlal) 

WJiar horrid found of fiUnce doth aifail mine ear * 

His Loidlhip faid, th^ people of Birmingham were wifer than 
to call for my innovation m the ConAitution. As little did 
he believe the majority of the people, in any part of the king* 
dom) wiBied for a reform. A member of a confiderable 
county (Suifolk) had in all newfpapers addrelled his conftitu- 
ents for iiiilruiSlions how he fliould vote on the queftion of 
parliamentary leform; but though he atldrefled them ^fcty 
early in the prefent feffion, his conflitueiits had been fo very 
indifferent about the matter, that thev had not to this mo¬ 
ment fent him any mftruftions on tKe fubjedt. He knew 
there had been a meeting fummoned m the hi ft city iii the 
empire, by fpecial notice, for the exprefs purpofe of inftrudl- 
mg their reprefentatives; and there he was informed, though 
the meeting, and the bufinefs of it, had been publicly an¬ 
nounced, and was of general notoriety, only 30Q attended. 
When they were about to inftrudl: one of their reprelenta- 
tives, he declared his readmefs to obey his conftituents, but 
had exprelled a wifh that he had feen more of them prefent at 
the meeting, becaufe he felt fome difficulty in proceeding to 
a(Sl, as 300 mllruded him, when, by the abfence of 8000 of 
his conitituents, he was induced to imagine that they^ did 
not very highly approve of the bufinefs they were convened 
upon. His Lord faid, he was aware that one gentleman pre¬ 
fent at the meeting had faid, in anfwer to wliat he had juft 
ftated, that the 8000 who were abfent, meant by that very 
circumftance to iignify their concurrence m any refolution 
the 300 fhould come to. This was, his Lordfhip faid, rather 
a curious fort of logic, as he believed the Houfe would rea¬ 
dily agree; but it was not a whit more extraordinary tharj 
the idea, that the People of England were to be fuppofed tp 
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for an ^teratiiin m tine 0ate ^arHamentary re¬ 
presentation, Tirlien they did not aflc for it* He reminded 
the Honfo of the circular letters of Mr. Wyj^I, and of the 
^reat pains that had been taken to iftir tba qi^^ion in all parts 
of die If theiefore the people In gmeral really 

defired'any alteration, they would have petituMied'in g^reat 
numbers mim moft of the different towns for it. 'His Lord^ 
ftiip entered into the ancient hiHo^ Parliaments, and 
Hated the degrees and gradations Fafliauient had paffed 
thrbugh from their firft inftitution, accoifotipg; for the diiV 
rretion of the Crown that had been formerly exereifed, by 
Hating, that originally the chiefs in feu, who held of the 
Crown, and were liable to fuit and fervice, were fummoned, 
and being at the time chief tenants of the Crown, were at the 
will of the Crown afiembled either wholly or partially. Af¬ 
terwards, when they divided*their lands, property became 
more difperfed, and money grew more fcarce; m confeduence 
of which, the lefler baions were fparfed, on account of their 
inability to bear the expence of parliamentaiy attendance. 
Again, at a fubfequent period, another change was made; 
after that anotlier, and, by degrees, Parliament was fettled on 
Its prefent footing, where, his Lordfhip faid, he heartily 
hoped It would long be fullered to remain, and not be dillurbed 
on account of any chimeras, that entered the brains of viHon- 
ries and fpeculatuls, who were not, he verily believe, aware 
of the fenous imfchiefs they had employed themfelves about. 
All the idea of the neceffity of a reform, he was perfuaded, 
was the mere vapour of a dream, the of a fhade, 

tempty whim and fanciful nothing, from which the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman was endeavouring to conjure up fome- 
thing; blit he relied on the good fenie and found reafon of 
the majority, trufting that they would break the fpell, and 
prevent the magicians from pradtifing on a fubjetEI that ought 
to be held (kctied. His Lordfliip faid, even admitting, for the 
fake of argument, and he Ihoul^ not wifli to be thought fe- 
rious In admitting for a moment» that any alteration was ac¬ 
tually neceHary; yeft 'he foould contend, that the alteration 
propOfed wiu not adapted to the feigned evil. He begged to 
know where there exifted m Europe, or on the face of the 

f lobe, a people lb happy as thofo who lived under the Britifh 
Jonffitjulion ? Where was there a p eople lb fully in poflef- 
llon of their rights and liberties? The fa£l: was updeniable > 
*wh.it mattered it then whether J^ie perfons who fat in that 
Hou^, the guardians of the public freedom, fat by virtue of 
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having bei6d {^(StedjTor a burgage t^ure^ a borough^ or a 
county ? While the Peopl^$ nghta were feewrC) and tlieir 
liberties (afe, wh^ was it neceflary to go into a roiniute in¬ 
quiry how they came to be fecure and fafe ? The means 
were provided by our anceftors, and had been fam^toned by 
experience, the teft of truth. His Lordlhip faid, the right 
honourable gentleman, like a quack, was deiirous of having 
the dofe fwailowed, wliether the patient had any difeafe or 
not, and, like a true empiric, would inlift upon it that his 
pill was a fpeciAc, and would cure patients in all cafes, and 
under all cirqumftances. '1 he fubje< 5 l was too ferious to be 
ludicrous upon, but he would juft ftate, that the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman reminded him of the Mock Dodior in 
Moherc’s farce. He faid, he fuppofed the Speaker had either 
ften or read the book, and would recolledt, that a man’s 
daughtei is luppofed to be dumlf, and he lends for a phyiician 
to cure her. The Dodlor comes, and foon leftores the gitl 
to the life of her tongue, which Hit exercifes at fuch a rate, 
that tlie father offers him another tee to make her dumb 
again; when the Dodlor replies, ^*he can’t do that, but if he 
pleafes, he’ll undertake to make him dia/” Having let the 
Houle in a roar, his Lordfliip again returned tq argument, 
and faid, it was of late become a cuftoin to catch hold of a 
Along epithet, and apply it to any particular phrafe that was 
meant to be made ufe of to deceive and delude the people. Thus 
he had heard of the fpirit of Liberty, the fpiritof Freedom, 
and thelpiiitof the Conftitution; what was meant by the 
latter, as applied at (lopular meetings, he knew not, nor did 
he believe thofe who ufed it knew themfelves. For his part, 
he had always conceived that the fpmt of the Conftitution 
was to be looked for, and found m the common law of the 
land, and in the prai^ice and ufage of Parliament, It was 
enough, m his opinion, for the People to he happy and free. 
With regard to the idea of the country gentlemen making a 
conliderable pait of that Houfe, the idea was a very juft one: 
he was ready to admit the hulk and weight of that Houfe 
ought always to be in the hands of the country gentlemen, 
who were, undoubtedly, thebeft and moft refptdtable objects 
of the confidence of the People, 'Fheir difintereftednefs, 
their virtue, their public fpirit, he admired: they were fitted 
by their education and their fituation in life more peculiarly 
for members of Parliament, than almoft any other defenp- 
tjon of men in the kingdom; befides, they had the greateft 
ftake m the country after all, and were the moft deeply in- 
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tere^ in its welfare; betani'^, let what would happen, men 
of biiixnefs and manufaftutei^s could go and get their living * 
elfewhere; hut a country gentleman coujie not quit his na¬ 
tive country, bccaufe he could not carry hiseftate away with 
him. But, for God’s fake, had not the country gentlemen 
their fhare m the reprcfentative body at prefent ^ Was it 
, merely the reprefcntatlves of counties tliat were now coun¬ 
try gentlemen > Let any man look round the Houfe at the 
moment, and then let him fay whether he did not fee many 
very refpedlable charadlers, who were codhtry gentlemen, 
reprefentatives of laige boroughs! He faid, the* general co- 
hefion of the feveral branches of the legiflature were now 
by ufe fo fettled, fo firm, and its general operations fo prac¬ 
ticable, that he muft be a Quixote who would ftrive to change 
'its afped. There was a reference which not only benefici¬ 
ally refifted the influence of the Crown againft the People, 
but which even protedied the People againft the confequences 
of momentary delirium m themfelves. His Lordfhip ended 
with an emphatic wilh, that the friends of the Conftiiution 
would feel as one man, and aroufe at the danger it would be 
put in, if the prefent motion were carried; he therefore 
hoped they fiiould have the triumph of carrying it in the ne¬ 
gative ; for if a door were once openei^ to innovation and ex¬ 
periment, there was no knowing to what extent it might be 
earned. He gave the right honourable gentleman full credit 
for not intending, if he fhould prove fo luccefsful as to carry 
the prefent motion, to go any farther; but the tight honoura¬ 
ble gentleman could only anfwer for himfelf. Other Minif- 
ters might make what the r.ght honourable gentleman had 
done, a plea for doing fomething more; and again, other 
Mimft^s after him, tiU there would be no end to innovation 
and experiment. 

Mr Wii. Mr. Wilherforce remarked, that the dread of innovation 

kcribrec. feemcd fo much to prevail in the minds of certain perfons, 
that m order to avoid it, they took care to rejeift eien any 
new ground of argument, and the Houfe was now entertain- ' 
ed with a ri^etition of the fame obfervations and the fame 
tokes which they liad fi> often heard before on fimilar occa- 
fions. There was, he faid, one peculiar excellence in the 
plan now fubmitted by his right honourable friend, which 
no attempt had been yet made to difpute, and which indeed 
was liable to no objection. This was that fyftem of graduar* 
and progreflive improvement which muft proceed to reiftify 
and meliorate the ftate of reprefentation,according as thofe cir- 
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cumftances (hould arife on wludi it was intendM to operat«« 
It would alfo tend, m his opinion, to dimtiuih the progreis 
of party and cJ^edon m this country, from which, he was 
well convinced, our greateft misfortunes arofe. There were 
men and parties in this country, which denve mod of their 
power and influence from thefe buigage tenures, againft which 
the operations of this bill were to be direided. By deflroymg 
them, the freedom of opinion would be reftored, and party 
connections m a great meafure vanifli: for the confequence 
of coalitions, ihd parties formed on one flde of the Houfe 
was, that'fimilar engagements were neceflanly formed on 
the other; and his part, he wiflied to fee the time, when 
he could come into the Houfe and give his vote, diveded of 
any fentiments of attachment, which fkould induce him to 
approve of meafures from his connexion with men. The cb- 
jetdion made to this bill from it$ not making proviflon for 
the reduction of Treafury boroughs, did not by any means 
apply, as no perfon could tell but thefe boroughs might be 
the hrft objeCts of the operations of the bill; thole boroughs 
had been long objeCts of jealoufy to him; and he declared, 
that every merit this bill poflefled, m his opinion, would 
be much diininiihed were not the mmiftenal boroughs to 
be of that number which were likely to comd firft under 
thefe regulations. He made feveral remarks on the efFeCt 
fuch a fyflem as this would have had on the Americans; 
and argued, that under fuch circumftances, the war could 
not have been endured nor ib popular. He reafoned alfo 
with Mr. Powys ofl parts of his fpeech, and faid, one of his 
arguments was fuch as no human creature ought to have 
urged: [a cry of hear! hear! aniing at this] Mr. Wilber- 
force immediately explained, and faid, what he meant was, 
that to defire that a known and acknowledged evil might 
continue, merely that good might come out of it, was fuch 
an argument, as in his opinion, no rational being ought to 
maintain. He concluded, with explaining the circumltances 
of the Yorkftiire petition, which he declared he would not 
have recommended had he been confulted, thinking it total^ 
unneceflary from the application which had been before maw 
to Parl.ament on the fubjed. The heft proof that the opi¬ 
nion of the nation at large was for a reform, needed no other 
confirmation, than that no petition had been prefented 
agamft it. 

Mr. Powys explained m anfwer to the remark, which be 
conceived improperly direiSted to him, which drew a reply 
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flrom Mr. bating that he meaiit nothing perfo-* 

nai m the allufion: after wlntih) 

J..6Td Jlfu/gravf ^id, that nothing was i/ore defirable m 
filch a quftion as the piefent, than that every endeavour 
fhould 1^ nfed to obtain unanimity. The noble Lord de¬ 
clared his hope, that the motion might either be earned 
-unaniraoufly, or rejedled; becaufe he thought if it were car¬ 
ried, and there appeared a confiderable majority againll it, it 
would lead to infinite mifchief. His Lordfhip laid, if the 
majority thought with him, they would rejedi: it, as he faw 
great danger in countenancing any attempt to burid up and 
cre£l: a conlhtution on fpecnlative propolltions. His Lord- 
fliip declared, he approved of the propofitions better in the 
lhape in which they flood in the motion, than in any lhape 
that they had before been brought forward m. He alio 
praiied Mr. Pitt’s eloquence as difplayed in his ffieech, in 
the warmeft terms; but entered an elaborate proteft againft 
any cndcavoui s to new mould the Conftitution. 

Mr. Fox faid, after the many occalions on which he befoio 
exprefled what his fentiments were on the fubje£l of a re¬ 
form in the reprefentation, he fhould not conlider himiclf 
under any great neceffity of troubling the Houfe; if theie 
had not been extraordinary circum fiances attending tlie m- 
trodudlion ot the prefent queftion. That he had always 
been a fiieiid to the principle of this bill was a fa£l; which 
did not require to be now repeated. ’Whether the means 
taken to effedf that principle were fuch as were moft unex¬ 
ceptionable, muft lemain for future difcuffion, but could not 
provoke bis oppofition tc the motion. 1 heie remained am¬ 
ple opportunities in the ftages of the bill to examine and 
correct It; opportunities which m themfclves would lie the 
higlieft acquifition. In the review which had been taken of 
the queftion this night, there were means uled to implicate 
the American war in the fubje6f now under difcuffion; by 
fuggeftmg that it was fiipported by the influence of burgage 
tenures, and that if tliey had been withdrawn, that war 
would have had a more fpcedy termination. He acknow¬ 
ledged, that it would have been in tlie power of the Paili i- 
xnent to bnng that war to a period had they coniidered it 
as an impioper one; hur^the manner m which it mnft have 
been done, would be fuch, as he fliould little t xpo*iT: to hear 
recommended from the gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Kouftr. When tl>e delay of a few days m pafllng tlie fup- 
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plies was xeprefented laft year «s flie 
ihg/w^iat would have been the enormity of ftopping, m only 
the ordnance %pply> as was the cafe, hut all the other fup^ 
plies alfo, as would be the cafe in the event mentioned by 
the right honourable gentleman, via. the a6^ive interference 
of the Houle of Commons to put a period to a war. This 
would be a condudf worthy of a Houfe of Commons, in 
certain fituations, and would Ihew them to be fenfible of their 
due weig)it and importance in the fcale of the Conftitution, 
and not the»inftrumeiits of a fuperior power, kept for no 
other puypofe but to regifter edidls, and to perform an an¬ 
nual routine. Much had been faid of the merit of diifolving 
that cohefion which was faid to fubfiil in the parties iit that 
Houfe. Tl^at cohefion did fubfift, was a truth in which he 
took too much pride to think of denying, and from w|iich 
this country derived too much advantage to be an enemy to; 
his conne£):ions were formed on liberal and fyftematic prin¬ 
ciples, and could not be diflblved by any regulations, while 
the fame union m (entiment and principles continued to ce¬ 
ment them. When an honourable gentleman faid, that par¬ 
ties formed on one fide of the Houfe occafioned fimilar en¬ 
gagements on the other; he fhould have confidered, that it 
equally applied to one as the other. But there might be 
lome cifcumftances which might induce that honourable 
gentleman to look forward with eagernefs to the diiTolutions 
of fuch attachments, if they obliged him to fupport and de¬ 
fend meafures m which his opinions did not correfpond; 
if they found him to a< 51 ; one way and think another. Under 
fuch circumftances, it was perfectly natural that he Ihould 
pant to be difengaged from fuch conneiElions, and refign the 
load which Teemed fo much to oppreis him. To that piin- 
ciple which, by a dimmution of the members for boroughs, 
tended to increafe the proportion of representatives for coun¬ 
ties, he was fincerely a friend. But while he wa^ thus ex¬ 
plicit on the fubjedf of his approbation, it was but jufi; to 
mention, that there was another point to which he, totally 
difagreed: with all refpeiSl, which he always paid to a Houfe 
of Commons, and among the reft to the prefent Houfe, he 
could perceive in it no fuperlative excellence, no juft fupeno- 
rity which could juftify the fufpenfion of the operation of 
this bill. To defer for the perii^ of fix years, any fyfteni 
of reform, however partial and inadeque, was by no meant 
complying with the declared wifties of the majority of the 
VoL. XVIII. L elcao« 
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ehaftftTt #1^ rijiia ccmiitiy; whefe voioi^ though by n» meaiis 
to be idenowledgod as that to which the Houfe ol Common's 
muft con^rm, when they were dire£ied by |py fudden im- 
pulle» as the opinions of a moment, ihould always be obeyed 
on points which the experience and conhderation of years 
had taught them finally to decide upon* The people, not- 
withifancling all that had been iaid, had no peculiar obliga- 
tions to this Parliament, for uncommon inftances of that 
propriety of condudl, which coulif watranC fo implicit a re¬ 
liance in it. No very flattering proofs of extraordinary at¬ 
tention to the rights of the People had been given by his 
Majefty’s prefent Minifiers, in their fupport of that excellent 
meafure, the Weftminfter fcrutiny; and no very fplendid tef- 
timony of their prudence m financial concerns, could be drawn 
from the ccMumutatipn tax* This was a proceeding, the haid- 
fhip of which they already felt; and {here were fome others 
now in agitation, which were not likely to turn out much 
moie favourable* 'J hefe only were the reafons the People 
could have for a reliance in the prefent Parliament* He did 
not, however, mean to fay any thing which could be coii- 
ftriied into inve« 51 i\e agamilt them; he had before been ac- 
cufed of infulting them , he did not know that he did fo, but 
if heat Ihould have led him at any time to fay any thingwhich 
could have that appearance, he was exceedingly forry for it. 
There was nothing m any of thefe circumfliances which could 
unprefs them on,his memory; but he had obferved, that no¬ 
thing he ever faid m his warmeft momehts, had ever drawn 
forth io much paflfion and ill temper on the other fide of 
the Houfe as when he attempted to praife them. The right 
honourable gentleman had *in this mhance, receded from 
thett opinions, which on twro former occafions he feemed to 
maintain, and the alteration whic^^ he now made, for the 
*purpofe of a fpecific plan, was infinitely for the worfe. It 
was m vain that he endeavoured to qualify the ohje£lions, 
which the idea of innovation raifed in the minds of fome, 
by dtmini/hing the extent and influence of refbimation*-~ 
From the eftrliefl periods of onr government, the principle of 
innovation, but which fhould more properly be called amend¬ 
ment, was neither more nor lefs than the pradlice of the 
Conftitution. In everv fpecjes of government (putting abfo- 
lute monarchv out of the queflion, as one which ought never to 
take place irt inv country) democracy and ariilocracy wrere 
always in a llate of gradual improvement, when experience 
came to the aid of theory ^nd Ipeculation* In all thefe, the 
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voice of thepeople» when 4eUber^e|y and gooerally eoUe£led» 
was mvaru^ly fure to fucceed. TJiiejre wore oaoi»eot5 of 
periodical unpuife and deliifion, m they f^wld not be 
gratified) but when the views of a people had been formed 
and determined on the attainment of any obje^lt) they mufi: 
nitunateiy iucceed. On this iubjedl the people of this coun> 
try had petitioned from time to tiinC) and their applications 
were made to their Parliament. For every reafon, therefore, 
they lliQuld be gratified, lefi they might he inclined to fue 
foi redrels in another quarter, where their application would 
have every probability of fuccefs, from the QX|}erience of laft 
year. Failing iii their reprelentatives, they might have re* 
courie to prerogative. 

It had been urged, that now, while this bufincfs was in 
agitation, the people of Birmingham and Mancheller had not 
petitioned to be reprefeAted. J'hiswasan argument which 
at this time, of all others, could have but little weight; for 
while they were alarmed for their trade, and their lublillence, 
it was no time for them to fet about making improvements in 
that conftitution, in which they were not certain how long 
they miglit have any iliare. On the eve of emigration, they 
weie tolook for this in another country, to which their pro¬ 
perty and bulinels were loon to be transferred. ‘The different 
paits of this plan would certainly, in a Committee, be fub- 
mitted to modification and amendment, but as it now flood, 
admitting only the firft principle, cveiy other part, and the 
means taken to attain the principle, were highly objedlionable. 
He Ihould not hefitate to declare, that he would nevei agiee 
to admit the put chafing from a majority of eledlors the pro¬ 
pel ty of the whole. In this he law fo much injuilice, and 
lo much repugnance to the true Ipiiit of our Conllitutiou, 
that he could not entertain the idea for one moment. On 
the other hand, W'hen the pioperty of a borough was in one 
man, there was no chance of his dlfpollng of it, on the 
terms this day mentioned. Foi wlien a jiarticular fum was 
laid down for a particular puichaler, and interell fiificred to 
accumulate on that lum, the man mull be a fool, who could 
be in hafte to get pollllfioii of it. 'Iheie w'as lomething in¬ 
jurious in holding out pecuniaiy temptations to in Fnghfli- 
man to relinquilli his franchife on the one hand, and a poli¬ 
tical principle which equally foihade it on another. He was 
uniformly of an opinion, which though not a popular one, 
he was ready to aver, that the right of governing was not 
property^ but a tiuft, and that whatever was given for con- 
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Aitutional jiUfjMffeSy fiiouM resumed* when thofe inirpofes 
(hould m i^tigerbe earned into There were ii^an- 

ce^ of gentiemen offering to faertffee tl» mte»fl they might 
have m boroughs, to the public good. He expreiled, how¬ 
ever, his furprifethat theprefent proportion was not attended 
by any liberal offers from thofe whom Government had loaded 
with honours, and whofe connexion with the prefent Admi- 
luftration ihjould naturally excite anexpeflation of fomethmg 
more liberal than a procedure by mere bargain and lale. He 
was averfe to the idea of conffoing parliamen^ry fituations 
to men of large fortunes, or thofe who had didingaifhed 
themfelves in public profeffions* Should this be the cafe, 
there was fcarcely any man fo little acquainted with the hif- 
tory of Parliament, as not to know, that the Houfe would 
lofc half its force. It was not from men of large and eafy 
fortunes, that attention, vigilance, ^neigy, .ind enterpnre, 
were to be expedled. Human nature was too fond of grati- 
ffcation not to be fomewhat attentive to it when the means 
were at hand; and the beft and moft meritorious public fer- 
vices had always been performed by perfons m circumftances 
removed from opulence. The right honourable gentleman 
need not be aihamed to take feme of thofe regulations formed 
in the time of the Protestor Oliver Cromwell. For though 
a charafter too odious ever to be the object of praife or imi¬ 
tation, his ftatutes, confirmed dfterw ards by his fucceflbr, 
Charles II., bear the ftrong marks of genius and ability, for 
his political difpofition was as good as that of his fnccellor, 
and his genius infinitely more powerful. He concluded with 
carneftly entreating all lides of the Houfe to concui m the 
queffion now before them.' He was lorry the honourable 
gentleman who fpoke before him (Mr. W ilberforce) did not 
111 all the warmth he profefled on the occafion, take the moft 
conciliatory mode of acquiring ftrength to it. Inftead of rc- 
jproaching the noble Lord (North) for confining himfelf to 
old arguments and obfervations, he flioiild rather tiemble for 
the fuccefs with which thefe old obfervations had been ap¬ 
plied by his noble friend, and the contrary fafte which had 
before attended the novel and more variable ftile of the mi- 
nifter. 

At. Hell. right honourable Henry Dundas thought it his duty 

HwfyPun Qf thole reafons to the Houfe which induced 

him to declare himfelf a fincere friend to this queftion. [A 
very hearty laugh.] He was not at a lofs, he faid, to account 
for the merriment which gentlemen feemed to pofl'els j but in 

his 
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hts*declarmg hilkiic^f a friattd ^eaibrc} he^ifhetfto be 
underftood ais-fi^ppCMrttitga’^cii^ prc^ofah ^^I^KailoVj^ed 
only to thofe general arid ^felEplamed iH)eW^l>ndar*wHich 
the Houfe was to be convel-ted into a projeift-ihob, and thcy» 
were to hold committees of confultation on the dik 4 fi^of the 
cdn^itucion. Agamll fuch dark idea<? he had always fet him- 
felf; but to the prefent plan, which was a imgle and complete 
z£tf which went not only to an immediate, but to a conilani 
reform o^^thc reprefentation, which would not only cure the 
prefent, but tly? radical defe£):s m the fabric of reprefentatioh, 
he was inclined to give his moH hearty fupport and he re¬ 
peated his declaration, that he was fotry that any thing had 
been introduced into the debate fo totally abAraiSleJ from the 
bufincft as the queftion ‘of the American war. 1 he Ameri¬ 
can war was the war of the people; and on that occadon it 
was not the conAnidtioh 6f Parliament which gave it 
rife, but the general feeling of the People, and which was de 
dared through their rdprefentatives. It was not the noble 
Lord m the blue ribband who was the author of that war; 
he did no more than execute the ideas of the people, and in 
hrs mind, if he was blaraeable in any thing it was for execut¬ 
ing thofe ideas with lefs ardour than tliey were exprefTed, 

He laid the prelent propofitions weie free from all the ob- 
jedions which had lam againil the former plans. The facred 
inheritance of property was not to be violated, and men 
w ere not to be outraged by peremptory conditions. No man, ^ 
or fet of men, were to be forced to enter into the Icheme, 
unlels they approved of the conditions, and yet fnch were 
the conditions, that he had no doubt but they would be foon 
accepted. 

Mr. Burkey after entertaining the Houfe for a confiderable Mr Birice, 
time on the right honourable gentleman’s (Mr. Dundas) con- 
vei lion from the principles of mti-reformation, proceeded to 
difcufs the merits of the prefent queAion, as well as the man¬ 
ner of bringing it in. It offered one alternative, either to 
adopt this limited, confined plan of leform, or be peihaps 
liable to receive one from the Duke of Richmond, on a more 
enlarged fcale. Between the Minifter and the Houfe of 
Commons, there w^as the fame fpectes of conduiSl, as if a 
robber (hould enter the houfe of a man, and fay, “ Let me 
** take away fuch things as I pleafe, and I fhall lock the door, 

“ and keep out any other thieves* but if you refufe the of- 

fer, then take your chance of lofmg all.” The do6Irine 
which had gained fo much ground, and in confonnity to 

which 
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which this plan had now been iinjodtic^d, was^tMt uoi> 
verfal f^remtation* But this meafute wai onij an iUu* 
fion» from which no (blid benefit would ^er refult* The 
influence of the country gentlemen in Purliament was al¬ 
ways known to preponderate, when they were united in opi¬ 
nion. The refpedlability which attendim a man of landed 
property, called for the nioif part into a fituation which was 
in itfelf difagreeable, and rather a fituation of duty and con- 
ftratnt, than an object of ambition. Thele circurofiances 
added fo much to the importance of thefe members, that 
the advocates of every meafure was glad to boafi of them as 
their fupporters. Where then was the prudence of throwing 
into that fcale, in whofe power the balance already was, that 
fhare of power which was pretended to be the means of 
keeping all parts of the Houle on the fame level. He took a 
very extenfive view of the prefent ftate of reprefentation, and 
aiked if the proprietors of l>oroughs had not been already 
iufliciently paid in the profufion of the honours of this coun¬ 
try, without now opening the purle of the nation. He par¬ 
ticularly adverted to the condudl of a reverend gentleman 
(Mr. Wyvjll.) He took particular notice of the variety and 
extent of his correrpondence^ which he laid was not con¬ 
fined to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or to the volun¬ 
teers of Ireland. Lord Shelburne and Mr. Maegrugar had 
not been forgotten; and other celebrated names had been 
handed down to pofterity by this reforming divine. After 
reading levelal extracts from this correfpondence, he pio- 
ceeded to remark, that the right honourable gentleman who 
had formeily fubmitted to the Houfe two plans for a more 
equal repreleiitation of the pebple, each of which was per- 
f&( 51 ion itfelf, now comes forward with a third, fiill more 
perfedt than either of the former. He would allow that the 
piefeiit ])lan had many more palliatives in its compofition tlian 
eithei of Its brethren, for its operation was not likely to af- 
fedi; any of the members of the prefent Parliament; and he 
could not fufficiently admire the addrefs of the right honou¬ 
rable gentleman, m thus rendering his plan palatable to all 
parties. 1 oi his part, he cbnfidered the whole of it is mere 
dtlufion, an ignis fatuuSf calculated to mifiead and to be¬ 
wilder. He infilled that the right honourable gentleman had 
abandoned the ground on w'hich he originally took up this 
quefiion. 

Ld.rrpdenc Lord Fredetick Camphell an eulogy on the Chan- 

Campbell, cellof of the Exchequer, but declared he could, by no means, 
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confent to cOntenaaDe any alteraticoi in the' Coi^ttuthHi. 

The door once opened fiir InnoyatiCHi and experiment^ die 
wifeil among tlaii^ couhl not fay where it wotiB end. 

Mr. Roiie was alfo decifively againft the motion. If it Mr. 
was lufTered to pafs that Houfe, there was no Jecurity for its 
being thrown out in the other Houfe; for how could he tell 
hut a new Lord, or a new fet, might be made on purpofe to 
carry it, if it went up there r There were, Mr. Rolle faid, 
foine perfoifs fitting in a certain place, who had no more right 
to fit m that Houfe than his groom. 

The Amrney General (Mr. Arden) fupported the motion, Thf A««r- 
entering into a recapitulation of feveral of Mr. Pitt’s argu-*""*^®*"'"^ 
inents, and anfwenng feveral things that had been faid on 
the other tide the queftion. Mr. Attorney General, in the 
courfe of his fpeech, faid..,there might be perfons impudent 
and indecent enough to declare, that he had no more right to 
fit in that Houfe than their gioom. 

Ml. Toun^ obferved, that had he been in a iituation to at- Mr. Young, 
traft the Speaker’s notice m an earlier ftage of the debate, he 
fliould probably have, in fome degree, expatiated on the very 
wide held whtcli the right honourable gentleman had opened 
to the Houie, that now much of his work had been done, 
much he fhould have urged had been anticipated, and much 
he Ihould pafs over from a fenfe of already how greatly the 
patience of the Houle had been wearied, and how parliculaily 
he was indebted to their prefent attention. 1 hat among his 
former, inducements for oflering himfelf to the notice of the 
Houfe was, that not having had a feat m Parliament when 
the right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
forward his former propolitions, it fuited beft with the 
temper of hts mind in the hril iiage of this important bufi- 
nefs to take an open and decilive pait, nor could he eileem 
the part he took prematuie, inafmuch as every man of liberal 
education, and furely every member of that Houle mull, m 
a great degree, be not only competent to the quellion, but in 
thefe times, and when that queilion had been fo much agi- 

. tated, mull have turned his thoughts to the fuhjeiSl, and mull 
have grounded thereon a decilive opinion. That he was more 
particular!) induced to rile at the prefent moment from the 
Jearned gentleman who fpoke laft having taking up anew what 
had fallen from the Chancellor of the Exchequer at the open¬ 
ing of the debate, and who, as in feeling himfelf on the 
Arongell ground of argument, had repeated — “ who, if le- 
giflating anew for this country, would form this IloUfe as 
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exitog m m frei«nt fvfteiv vbfre^ntatioitr That it 

xither 0Ki«)3(i be aiked who eoulil have Imagined and framed 
fnch a Coftft&otion ? The^dlh Hot merel^^of ttmoi as had 
been Aatedy but of the moil extraordinary feries of events, 
and which could be Utd to no amount but that of a fpecial 
Providende! Nor was the quelftion without perfonal applica¬ 
tion, more modern allufions apartu It had been agitated 
by the greateft political hiftoriah of antiquity; that great and 
wife writer. Tacitus, doing as the right honourable gentle¬ 
man had done, remounting to hril principles, and tracing 
thence the abllraft theories of the regal, ariftocratic, and de¬ 
mocratic branches of Government, Educed, as the relult of 
hts refearches, this remarkable ^tence —- ** Cunilas nattones, 
“ aut r£gesj aut prtm^reSf auf populus rtgunty dilella ex his 
^ et em^Kiaies Reipubltea forma i^udan facibus qmm eve^ 
aut Ji eveniat\ non dmturna potejl^ That learned 
and penetrating hillonan could not prefume the duration of a 
commonwealth confiftii^ of thefe mixed ftates; he knew 
that the momentum of the democracy, whether aiSling by the 
body of the people, or by a reprefentation unqualified and 
adapted purely to popular ideas, muft quickly bear down one 
or both of the other branches of Government; and had it 
been moreover told him, that m this pure and dire^l repre¬ 
fentation of the numbers of the people were to originate the 
refources of war and peace, the primum mobile of public re¬ 
venue, the doubts of Tacitus would not have been hypothe¬ 
tical ; fuch a ftate, he could not have pre-conceived to exifl a 
moment. This was not a time of night to trace thofe errors 
back to their fource, and in a hiilory from the Courts de More^ 
through the progrefhonof parliamentary growth, to mark the 
grounds of mtifake; that he fhould, therefore, johi ifTue 
With the right honourable mover on the a^ual and exifting 
fVate of Parliament. The errors of the right honourable 
gentleman were derived from a fimilar fource with the diffi¬ 
culties ort'acitus; the reprefentation of the People was his 
favouute expreffion, but it he meant a reprefentation of poll 
or iiumbeis, and fo every point of his reform unplied, he faid, 
we were not the reprelentation of the People, but of the Peo¬ 
ple’s interefts. 'I lie confiftency of that Houfe was qualified 
by the equipoife of the landed, the commercial, and the popu¬ 
lar mterefi. 1 his proportion of balance could not be Ihilfied 
but w ith danger to the Conftitution of the country; adding 
to one of thek* principles might, in the end, be fubverfive of 
the very exiftence of that Houfe, winch, loaded with a new 

and 
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an4 feliie bias, might fee thereby dire£i;ed to fouie gujpl^ of 
rum now unforefeen ; that at this point of the argument he 
muft take occallan to anfwer the Attorney General, v#hen he 
alked, “ Is there a man in this Hoii(t*,,wno, faiily and m his 
confcience, rejedts the principle of adding to the county 
members The anfwer was, “ I do, and I do in fear rliat 
fomc fpirit may be infufed into thiS body, not congenial theic- 
with, and which may affect the vitah and corode tlie veiy mam 
fpnng that regulates its motion, and I do, from other mo¬ 
tives, and motives which, if well founded, deferve the moll 
ferious attention of this Houfe.” Much has been faid of the 
cohefion of parties, much on the other fide of individual in¬ 
dependency, and of mouldering away every connedlion of 
men in tliat Houfe in tJie prelent Itate of public manners it 
was not to be apprehendigd, that to buy or to retain would lapfe 
into dilulage, or that a Mmifter might not engage a confif- 
tency of fuppoi t to his meafures. T. he right honourable gen 
tleman might anticipate, pcihaps, the application of the fa¬ 
mous fentence in Monteffjuieu, — But was tlieie no othei 
corruption but venality.” He feared a worfe, and of more 
fatal tendency, than the holding out merely pi iccs of public 
triiff: to men of ability and adventurers in policy, weic thelc 
county membeis to be added. In one light, they muft be 
men who had come into that Houle on the gieat landed inte- 
icft of a county, and in a county, perhaps, there was as much 
undue influence as at an eledlion for any borough . when lea- 
ted there, foine future Miniller might find it neceflory to at¬ 
tach an authority to his fupporl, become thus numerous and 
weighty; the coronet was only his biibe, his only attradion 
to men of this dcfcription; and an atti adlion, as experience 
proved, not ofien lefifted. Thus, peihaps, in a Ihort luc- 
ceffion of Mmifteis, much more of the great landed inteieft 
would pafs into the Houle of Loids, there ever accnmuliting, 
and rarely or never leturning. The coiifequence was obvious; 
the great landed inteieft the people would ever look up to m 
their counties, and in the national Councils; to them would 
their confidence be direiSIed, to them their petitions addieffed, 
and under all the circumftances it were idle to fay, tliat the 
revenue and money billq fliould not then originate tnere ; 
whilft that Houle, fallen into difrepute, and even to derifion, 
might lit idly difputing about unimportant matters, or 
matters they had fcarcely weight to interfere in, and* 
idly attended by forty members, inftead of the very nu¬ 
merous affembly that dignified the prefent queftion. — 
On the call of additional county members, otlier, and as 
VoL. XVIII. M dan- 
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TP HE right hononrab^ fVtlllam-TVyndham GrenvilU The riihe 
in conformity to the notice which he had formerly given, to Jf"* 
move for ^ye to bring.in a bill to explain and amend the - 
a£t for tryii^ dfhtroverted ele^ions. Hu intention, he 
faid, was not what he had m his contemplation ^hen he 
year ilgniiied his deUgn to propofe fome iterations in the adt 
alluded to; the bill l^d been bought by many perfons to re¬ 
quire fome alteration, but he did not intend to go into a 
comprchenhve and exteniixe difcul&on of fuch alterations as 
were of a' general and important nature, then, becaufe ha 
fhould not propofe any bill of the kind that feiEon, tnit 
would referve it to the next, holding it to be much moral 
likely to be difcufled with that degree of temper, moderation,^ 
and coolnefs, that the fubjedl lequired, when conEdered iti 
the abftradl, than when eledlion cafes were exiftmg untried, 
to which it might be m fome degree or other applied, and 
thence impreiEons arife by no means favourable to a fair agi¬ 
tation of the bill. What he had then in his mtention wa^ 
merely to propofe Ibme alterations in the mechamcal part of 
Voi. XVm. B the 
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tould have np juft rea(bn to appxeh^lid apy appp$ 

■ :aufe not only a tax of a ftmilar nature^ c^iei^- 
fame manner, bad been fo long 2gp as t^^ign of 
nne, laid upon another branch the ma* 

!, which identical branch, ft> far from any 

rti from thence, had fmce arrived to a very great 
F magnitude and importance. It appeared, after- 
lat the manufatSlurers took exceptions to the con- 
heir deputies in this buflnefs, withdrew their fub- 
ftitution and.authoiity, and made new objections. Thofe 
objections, he faid, were, however, not in the opinion of the 
Board ofTreafury, fufHcicnt to fuftantiate the alledged im¬ 
propriety of the meafure. They pnncipally turned on ap- 
prehenlions of the trade being totally ruined; more in con- 
lequence of the inconvenience likely to anfe from the mode 
of impolltion, than froiJi thp ^g^mount ot the tax; but he be¬ 
lieved the principal fource of difcoritent was, in the unwil- 
lingnefs all men had to pay taxes of any kind. If no other 
taxes were to be impofed but fuch as all men agreed to, our 
refources might fairly be faid to be at an end. The meafure 
was accoidingly finally decided on by the Board ofTreafury, 
and afterwaids palled into a}aw. 

'I'he complaints of the manufacturers had not yet fubfided, 
and they had now applied to Parliament for a repeal of that 
tax; urging in their petitions, the mofl violent apprehen- 
fions of a total extinction of the inanufa<tuie, fiiould it con¬ 
tinue. There had been a very long and elaborate fei les of 
aiguments offered to the Committee by the counfel for the 
petitioners, and a vaft field of evidence gone into foi the 
purpofe of fupportmg the allegations on which their claim to 
the attention of Parliament was grounded; but he inuft ac¬ 
knowledge, that all the ingenuity, and all the real which 
had been difplayed on the occafion, had not brought home 
to his mind a convidlion of the impolicy or hardffiip of the 
tax complained of. It certainly muft ha\e ftiucL every 
membeis of the Committee, that althougli the allegations 
of the petitions themfelves were fufficiently far-fetched and 
extenfive, yet that the evidence m aid of them was out of 
all meafure exaggerated and uncandid. There was fcarcely 
afingle ftage of the examination, ora lingle point of the 
inquiry, on which there was not a glaring and evident de- 
ftre m the witndles to miflead and d^eive the Houfe. It 
hild been laid down as adocftime, that no m^ufadlurcrwhat- 
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ever to be made fubje^ to taxation: this was a j^rma- 
pie which he was ready in fome degree to admit) but by 
mean^ij^ latitude e9ual to that in which it was endeavoum 
to be cS^iAied. Manufadiures in general ought to be fife 
from taxesy lefit otherwife they Should be fo far deprelledpas 
either to endanger their exportation^ or elfe diminiil^iueir 
home confumption. The drawbacks in this mltan^ pre¬ 
vented the former of thefe misfortunes^ and from/^e evi¬ 
dence produced, it clearly appeared that tlie latter had not 
yet taken place. In his opinion, what ought!*piincipally to 
he avoided m the practice of this dodtnne was, the taxing of 
articles which generally run through manufadlures, or of 
commodities which, m their confumption, were confined to 
few, becaufe in one cafe the tax might, and the other ne-s 
ceflanly mull fall heavy on the it^ividual, but here there 
was no fuch principle, the (SCurfumption of each fex was fo 
general, that the tax might rather be confidered as a perfonal 
tax on the confumer, than as a tax on the confumption. — 
Their next obJe£l to ellablilh was, that tlie tax in qaellion 
was almoll totally unprodudlive, in pioportion to the necef- 
lary expences of colleAion. Tliey had for this purpofe Hated 
the amount only at io,OOol.; this he was ready to aflert 
was not a true calculation: to prove it, the Committee had 
only to turn their attention to the general Hate of the ma- 
nufaflure, and to the proportion the tax bore to the quan¬ 
tity of the commodity; one penny on the fquare yard. From 
hence it would appear, that two millions of yards, would 
very nearly produce the fum alledged to be the amount of the 
whole tax; but it was notorious, that the quantity of the 
commodity exceeded that which he had mentioned in at 
kaft a treble proportion. He faid there were 80,000 perfons 
in the manufadlure, the men at a weekly hire of 8s. the 
women and children at 4s.. the very usages of the thefe per¬ 
fons would amount to more than what the manufadfurers 


had Hated the tax to produce. The quantity of raw cotton 
annually imported was about ten millions of pounds, of 
which It was computed, that one million and a half was em¬ 
ployed in aanous mikellaneous articles, part, for inHance, 
ill ftockings and other fuch matters not concerned in the 
prefent quellioii, and part to be eHimated as waHe; five mil¬ 
lions were employed in the printing bufinefs, and therefore 
three million*; and a hr’f remained for the fuHians and plain 
cottons, to which his prefent argument was confined. Now, 
of thoie manufiuSlures, it appeared, that, on an average, one 
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pound would make three yards, becaole there were to be in* 
^pded in the calculation mixed iluiSs, which took a much 
le^is quantity, as well as entire fuftians, which in fome in* 
might take more* This, he faid, would fufficiently 
‘^ e^y iih Ills aCertion, that the amount of ^he tak, as dated by 
the imitioners, bore no proportion to the truth, as it was thus 
eviden\ that the quantity of the commodity manufadured 
was fuc\ as mull: of neceflity produce a fum, ahnoft beyond 
bounds, greater than that dated. 

Another objtftion had been taken by the petitioners!, on 
the ground of the difficulty and dedudiions, attending the 
drawbacks on exportation; and here they had given themfelvei 
a latitude that, perhaps, was in fome meafure excufahle, on a 
fuhjedl which fo nearly concerned any of the commercial in- 
teiefts of the nation*, they had drawn into the quedion the 
confideration of the rcfomtienr, then depending before the 
Houfe, relative to the Irilh commerce? Indeed thofe Inlh 
Refolutions feemed to have an extraordinarily comprehendve 
quality , they were indued with a fort of ambiguity, for they 
had been found to apply to cafes infinitely more remote from 
them than the prefent A right honourable gentleman, for 
indance, oppofxte to him (Mr. Fox) had thought them ex¬ 
tremely ufeful in afibrdingan illuflration of hisar^ments re¬ 
lative to the leprefentation of the People of England in Par¬ 
liament. Had he therefore felt any furpnze at the cotton ma- 
nufadlurers extending them to their own cafe, it would have 
entirely fubfided on his finding what an infinitely greater de¬ 
gree of extenfion they were capable of. The objedtions, 
however, on this ground were, as far as they went, of much 
greater importance than that which he had already confidered; 
but ftill they were fuch as, by a dijSerent regulation in the 
mode of obtaining the drawback, might be cmviated. The 
next complaint was, that the mode of colle6lion was (Uch as 
iieceffiirily fubjefled the manufacture to an inconvenience of 
a magn'tude iri6nitely difproportioned to the fum raifed for 
the Public, this, he admitted, was a llrong ground of objec¬ 
tion, if true in the latitude m which it had been ftated; but 
here he obferved, that the petitioners had acknowledged them- 
Telves to be very much miAaken in their original opinion; for 
the inconveniences which they had complained of in their po- 
titioi), and fupported by their evidence, were by no compa- 
rifon equal to what they had before flated in th«r memorialik 
to the Board of Treafury, as the certain refult of the mea¬ 
fure, nor to that which they had endeavoured to imprefs the 
Houfe would hereafter anfe from its continuance 2 however^ 

the 
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the priaeipla of the obje^bon iira$ tn itffelf fo Aroog, that if 
It could be found to appiy m alniioft any degree, it would hp- 
nearly mfurmountable, there c^tainly might be one adopj^ 
which would reduce the mcor^retnence complained of to Jbet 
delay of a hngle day, which certainly could not have 
great effe^ tn a procefs which would neceflanly require 
weeks from the receipt of the order to accompli{h ir 
Another objeiSlion, if it could not be removed, he ^mittcd, 
would be perfeiSlly unanfwerable. This was, that (he excife 
llamp was of fuch a nature, that m the fubfequent progrefs 
•f the manufacture it was often unavoidably obliterated, and 
in confequence the owner fubjeiSled to a reiietition of the pay- 
snenty and frequently to a penalty. He was fully fatisfied 
that there was a compofition invented which would leave an 
indelible mark, and confequently obvute this complaint. 
*1 hus, be faid, he flattered hu-nf^If^hat he had made it ap¬ 
pear to the Committee that all the objeClions to the tax were 
either fuch as at prefent had no exiilence, at lead not in the 
degree ftated by the petitioners , or ellc by future regulations 
might be overturned. But there was another point of view 
in which he conlidered the queilion, one wliicli he would wil¬ 
lingly run the nlk of laying before tlie Committee, though 
he was aware that it would be taken up as a handle againfl; 
bun; It was, however, founded m a principle fo ilrongly im- 
prefled on his feelings, that no coniideration whatever mould 
induce him to abandon it, not the fear of being again mifre- 
prefented, calumniated, and vilified, as he had already often 
l>ecn, and as he fuppoied he fhould often be again, nor even 
tlie fear of giving his opponents a temporary triumph; hut a 
triumph which, he flattered htmfelf, would ultimately return 
to him, wlien it was properly weighed and invefligated He 
thanked God that the fituation of the country, and the ftatte 
of the puldic finances, were net fuch as to fuffer that gloomy 
defpondency which fo many petfons were induftnous to fpread 
abroad, to reach him , he had looked into them with a jealous 
icrutiny, and found that they were fo flounfliing and fo pro- 
xnifiing as to render the addition ot tho fum derived by this 
tax, were it even much greater than it was, an objed incon¬ 
siderable, when put in competition with the principle bw 
which he propofed to govern his condu£fc on the prefent quef- 
tton. The eafe and profperity of ti ade and manufaiSfure were 
objects which no man iii that Houle fhould ever overlook | 
but there was another ohjei^ of high importance, and almoA 
equally intitied to their regard, and th’s was the of com¬ 
merce. That this fpiric had been excited agqinft the tax was 

too 
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too obvious fx'bm the abilities which had been exercilbd for 
that purpofe, and from the pertinacity with which the maan- 
trf^lurers had purTued its repeal. The opinions,however on- 
giiating, however infufed, or however founded, of fo laige^ 
and fo refpe£lable a bod]^ of men as the cotton ma- 
nu^urers, nay, even their prejudices and errors were to 
him cbje£ls of fuch ferious coniideratiOn, that he would not 
put hil^wn fentiments in competition with them, when the 
point in-<]ueftion was fuch as could with any fafety be given 
up, if our iityation were fuch as to render tlie produce of the 
tax an important object, perhaps he ihould not be fo comply-* 
ing, but the addition of 30, or even ^o,ocx 3 l. was not in tlm 
prefent ftate of the revenue, to be looked on as fo indifpenfa- 
hlc, as not to give way to the very defirable purpofo ot quiet¬ 
ing thfe minds of a large body of people, who contributed by 
their labour fo great a pagt ion ot the national ftrength, and 
on whofe fatisfaftion the pulilictranquillity to much depended. 
He was therefore extremely willing to concede his own con- 
viflion to the wilhes of fo many thoufands of his country¬ 
men ; and befides the pleafure he fliould always feel at thus 
gratifying fo valuable a body of men, he was happy to have 
It m his powei by this concellion to give a pledge to the Peo¬ 
ple, that his hopes of being able to create a finking fund, over 
and above tlie iieccflary demands of the public eflabliJfhments, 
by which the national debt would, in time of peace, be m a 
very confiderable degree diminiflied, were fuch as not to ren¬ 
der him tenacious ot any particulai tax. In what he had faid 
ill the coorfe of his aigument, he defired to be underllood as 
not applying to the tax: on printed goods; the ohje 61 ions to 
that, he laid, had not been by any means fupported, por were 
they fuch as came within the fcope of the fubjeiS, for the 
complaint was not on the quantum^ but on the woi/eof ihetax. 
Now this complaint could by no means lie againfl: his tax oa 
the printed goods, becaiife that being only an additional tax, 
could be liable to no objeftion, except on the account of its 
fire, the mode of collection having been already found not ex¬ 
ceptionable, during a long courfe of ufage, and under which 
tlie manufacture had very greatly flouriihed and locreafed. 
■He fhould therefore move, 

“ That It IS the opinion of this Committee, that leave be 
“ given to bring in a bill to explam and amend an aft palled 
" in the twenty-fourth year of the reign of his prefent Ma- 
•* jetty, for impofing a duty by excife on certain cotton ma- 

nufaftures, and to repeal fotnuch of the faid bill as impofed 
** a duty on pbm cottons and fuftians. * 

Mr, 
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Mr« Fox rofe, he faid, with great fatisfadioii to (econd the 
fight honourable gentietnan’s motlcto, concurring as he did 
c^pleatly in the refult of the right honourable gentlema^^ 
argument* He thought it highly necei&ry to declare, that he 
voted for the motion on a very difierait ground from 
ilated the right honourable gentleman in the commOTi^- 
ment ofnis fpeech* He agreed to the motion, not becjpfe he 
thought the manufa^urers of Manchefter had eith^ exag¬ 
gerate fafts, or failed m making out their cafe, bur becaufe 
they had fo far made out tlteir caieasto fatisfy his mind, that 
the allegations ilated m their petition had been compleatly 
proved at the bar of the Houfe; and if the right honourable 
gentleman would give himfelf the trouble to recolIe£l the evi¬ 
dence he had heard, and would ground fuch fair and juH 
computations upon the price of labour, and upon the amount 
of the money paid by the manu f^urers for duty, as each 
warranted, he believed he find himfelf a good deal 

mifiaken in the computations that he had made, and that the 
revenue to be given up and abandoned, was by no means fo 
large as he had imagined, nor, in fa6l, larger than the fum the 
inanufa£lurers themfelves had ilated it to be in evidence, 
Mr. Fox ilated the calculations of Mr. Pitt to be erroneous, 
and ilated m what he difagreed with him. Mr F ox faid, he 
had not a doubt that the manufaiSlurers were llri£lly war¬ 
ranted in every thing they had alledged 111 their petition, and 
aii^rted in evidence; and that the revenue to be rehnqutlhed 
was certainly a trifle, compared with the injury and erabarafs- 
me^t fo capital a manufaiSlory would have fullained, had 1^ 
not been taken off. ]VIr. F'ox defired not to be ranked in the 
number of thofe who held that manufactures, as manufac¬ 
tures, were improper objects ot taxation; he never had, nor 
ever ihould enrertain fuch an opinion , on the contrary, he 
held that articles of manufacture were in many cafes a fair 
and jufi object of taxation, in fome undoubtedly they were 
not, and efpecially in fucli where the iinpofition of a tax 
would io far harrals the manufacturers as to take conhderably 
more money from them than the revenue received, and check 
the progrefs of a manufacture, and prove vexatious and op- 
preffive to that degree, that it would affeCl its profperity, and 
endanger its cxillence. This he verily believed, notwith- 
ilanding all that the right honourable gentleman had faid, 
would nave proved to be the cafe with the fufiian manufac¬ 
ture, had not the duty been repealed He agreed therefore 
perfectly with the right honourable gentleman in his idea of 
repealing that part of the tax of the laft year ; he agreed with 

lum 
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him alfb in retaining the part of the tax that remained on 
printed cottons, &c $ he was not of opinion that any fufficient 
reafon had been made out to {hew that there was any real 
danger to be dreaded from the continuance of the tax oil 
prTi<vted cottons, &c. he was therefore foi its remaining He 
muff^however deprecate a principle that the right honourable 
gentleinan had laid down in the latter part of his fpeech as a 
fit grobnd upon which any tax might be abandoned , and that 
was, on account of popular clamour and prejudices, which 
were founded hi error. To fuch a principle he ncvei would 
accede, nor ought that Houle to make it the ground of their 
proceedings, becaufe if it were once known th.it a great de¬ 
gree of popular clamour and prejudice, no matter how ill 
founded, was a fuflBcient inducement foi that Houle to give 
their confent to the repeal of any tax, the levenut would he 
in perpetual danger, .ind^’nK finking fund, of which the 
right honourable gentleman was fo fond of intioducmg the 
mention in almoil every debate, and to which they all looked 
foi ward with the moft anxious expedfation, would ne only a 
matter to be talked of, and never to be brought into exiftence 
It was by no means wife in any Miniftei to declare, that he 
gave up that to prejudice and clamoui, which he lefufed to 
leafon and to faft, he did therefore moll eainellfy deprecate 
the principle, and deny that it was the giound on which he 
feconded the motion. 1 he right honourable gentleman had , 
thought fit, Mr. Fox obferved, to introduce allufions to what 
heh.id faid m a former debate, rehtive to the Infli Propofi- 
tions, notwithftanding that no man was more ready than the 
right honourable gentleman to reprobate and condemn others 
lor doing fo diforderly a thing as referring to What paffed in 
prior debates. The right honourable gentleman would be fo 
good as to recolle£l, that the fuhje£l of India, and a certain 
India hill had been repeatedly alluded to by himfelf and his 
friends in debates, where the queftion was infinitely more 
foreign, than tlie confequence the palling of the [rifh Propo- 
iitions was likely to have upon the People of England, was 
foreign to the queftion of the reforming the ftate of their re- 
prefentation in Parliament Befides, m that very debate, the 
right honourable gentleman had himfelf introduced the men¬ 
tion of the American war, and other topics equally foreign • 
from the fubjeft at that time under conftd^ration. But the 
right honourable gentleman had laid down two different rules 
of conduft, the one for himfelf and friends to adl upon, and 
the other to be applied to thofe who look part againft him. 
With regard to how far the prefent fubjedi had reference to 
VoL, XVIIL O the 
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the Irjfli Propofitioiis, he made no fcruple to fay he thought 
it had , becaufe undoubtedly, if the tax on fuftians had con¬ 
tinued, and the Irifli Propofitions pafled, the manufa£lurefs 
would be affedled very materially, jiot indeed in their home 
confumption, but in their export trade, fincc the fifth pr«)tf- 
fition, that of the countervailing duties, would only ma^e it 
necefTiry for the Inlh to lay on a duty equal to what me re¬ 
venue received, whereas the manufaflurets payingrapie tlian 
the revenue received, in confequence the Irifh and they would 
not export on eqinl terms. Having ftated this, Mr. hox 
took notice of what Mr Pitt had faid of his expeflation to be 
vilified and calumniated for the manner in which he had come 
forward to repeal the tax 1 he right honounhie gentleman 
had forgot, he faid, that the conduit of others had been full as 
much vilified and calumniated as bis own, amh he was fatis- 
fied, with as little rcafon and «ThrtTe juftiee There was no 
ground for cenfure in honeftly acknowledging an erroi, and 
defiring to retra£l it; there might be ground for queftion, 
and foi fomething not very like prarfe, for declaring that a fa- 
crifice was made to prejudice, and to prejudice merely 
Mr Chan- Mr Chancellor laid, there could hardly be a gentleman 
ctliof i*itt f-joufe who would not think it highly nccefiary for him 

not to lofe A moment before he rofe to anfwer the grofs and 
monflrous-mifreprelentation that had been made of what he 
had faid ; ]ufi as if he had declared that he relinquiflied the 
tax in compliance with the prejudices of the manufailurers, 
and on that account merely. He appealed to the recolleilion 
of the Houfe, whether he had faid any iuch thing, and he 
appealed to their judgement, whether he could poffibly have 
meant any fuch thing ? What he had faid, was, that he 
weighed the popular opinion on the one hand, againil the im¬ 
portance of the ohjeil on the other; and that where the reve¬ 
nue to be relinquiflied was mconfiderable, compared with the 
degree in which the interefts of the Public might be afteiled 
by the injury a capital and important manufaiture might iuf- 
tam, in confequence of the rooted and infurmountable preju¬ 
dices of a large body of manufacturers, if the one greatly 
outweighed the other, he thought that a fufficient ground to 
ait upon to repeal any tax fo circumftanced, and upon that 
ground he had come to the refolution to propofe the repeal of 
lo much of the tax of the laft yeaf as related to fuftians Was 
that any thing like what the right honourable gentleman had 
thought proper to ftate as his argument ? And could any rea- 
foiicihie man believe that it was equal to a declaration, that 
what he bad refufed, and what he would have refufed to rea- 

fon 
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fon and to fa£t, he would give up to clamour and to prejudice ? 

Nay, would the right honourable gentleman himfelf, upon re- 
HeAion, contend, that he had faiily Hated his argument ? 

Mr Fox rofe again, and denied that he had, in any degree Mr Fox, 
vvhatevei, mifreprefented the right honourable gentleman’s ai- 
gumont. In the firft part of his fpeech the light honourable 
gentleman had taken confiderable'pains and Hated a variety of 
computations to prove, that the manufaflurers had giv.^n 
filfe evidence, that they h id exaggerated fadls, and failed m 
making out tUeir cafe, tnfomuch that the right honourable 
gentleman declared he was hiinlell convinced that the alle¬ 
gations in their pet4tion were by no means pioved, and in the 
latter part of his fpeech the right honourable gentleman had 
laid, he was fitisfied that the prejudices of the manufacturers 
were founded erroi, and were groundlefs, but that, never- 
thelefs, he thought it ngHtj-o^rf'linquiHi the tax , what was 
this, Mr Fox alked, hut giving up to falfe and ill-founled 
prejudice, that which w«is refufed to reafon and to fact '' Mr. 

Fox repeated his conviction, that the manufactuiershad made 
good the allegations of their petition, and proved their cafe. 

Lord North role, and iikewife concuired with the Chan-LoidNuitb* 
cellor of the Exchequer in the repeal of the tax on fuHians, 
and in continuing the tax on printed cottons, &c ‘ As, there¬ 
fore, there was not likely to be any great difference of opinion, 
his LordHnp faid, it certainly would be wrong t>» wafle much 
of the time of the Committee His Lordfliip foggefted his 
doubts as to the point of order and the proper mode of pro¬ 
ceeding He faid, he much queflioned, whether the more 
regular method would not be, to tepeal the whole of the ac^t 
of the laft year, and to move, in a Committee of ways and ^ 

means, for leave to bring in a bill to impoie the tax on the 
printed cottons, m the proper flage, where it was to be taken , 
becTiufe if he underHood the matter rightly, the tax impofed 
by the a6t of the laH year was a tax on all cotton, bleached and 
dyed ; noW, as a gieat deal of cotton was bleached which 
never was printed, the tax on printed cottons muft neceffarily 
he colle6led at the printing ftage, and, therefore, it became, in 
fome fort, a new and different tax from the tax of the laH year, 

•though It was virtually and lubllantially the fune. 

Mr. Chancellor Fttt gave the noble Lord credit for what Mr Chan- 
he had faid, but was of opinion, that the moie regular w’ay cellor fiit. 
of the two, was that which he had propofed to the Commit¬ 
tee; becaufeas the tax of the laft year was to remain in part, 

VIZ. fo much as related to printed cottons, it fuiely would be 
abfurd to tepeal the whole, merely to enaift a part of the fame 
tax by a new bill. 
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A fliort diiputc accrued on the point of order, whether Mr. 
Stanley or Mr. Jenkinfon fliould be heard A length 

Mr Jenkinlon rofe and confirmed Mr Pitt’s argument In 
ia.^our of the mode of pioceeding under tlie original motion. 
Mr. St^^- j\lr. Stmi'cy then role, and refcued the manufa£lurers from 
the imputation thrown on their evidence by the Chancellor of 
the Lxchtcjuer He exprefled his extreme HtisfaiSlioii at 
having attaiiud tlie ohjedt he had taken fo much pains to ef- 
letfl, bin ml-fled upon 't, that tno fadls alledgid jn the peti¬ 
tion had been lubftantiated ni evidence Mr •Stanley pnti- 
cidarly laid Jbefs on the telbmony of Mr. Hall, thedyei, and 
iiid, if the light Iionouin' le gentleman had any doubt on his 
mind idative to any of thole faefs to which ht had pointed a 
pirt of Ins aifjuincnt tint day, he might have been fully la- 
iisficd hy quellionmg Mr Hall; inifead of w^ch,. the right 
honourable g( ntleman hid rnp^,pjv-»tl himPIf with the mtor- 
m It ion given hy in i xciknian, Tent purpoltiv from town to 
Manchellfr to mquiK into thr flati of iht, m.muf idluie, who 
w IS not .ihove fix days in .M inchcllcr, and had derived ail the 
little knowledge he had of the mattei ficm Lxcifemtn inflead 
ol the in'iiUifuSfuicrs tli(.m((hes, who alone were competent 
to infltuft him. Mi. St inlcv hminted, that it was not the 
light lionourahle gentleman s intention to uptal the wdiole ol 
the adl, ind take off the tax on punted cottons, ,hc, as well as 
on fuflnns. He fiid, the conrcquence would be, the printed- 
cotton maniifaiSlure would he gitatiy injured, and the levenue 
detnmenled, hy printed linen being Imuggled, m proportion 
to the pioiUicc of thet.ax Before he iat down, Mr. Stanley 
tcriiud the M.uichefter nnnufa£loiies the pride of this coui.- 
trv, and the envy of foreign nations, and declared, that Meflfs 
Walkei, Richardlon, and the other gentlemen, delegates fiom 
the manuh-ufluicrs, as well as the relf of the witnefles, were, 
to his knowledge, men of undoubted charaiSler and reputation, 
and of as much private honour, virtue, and probity, as they 
were ingenious, Ikilful, and familiar with their maiiufa 61 ure, 
'ind tint luch men were above Hating falfehoods, or exagger.1- 
ting faclS} on any confideration upon earth. 

Mr Demp Mr. Dempfier laid, he could by no means .igree with tlic 
*'*■* other gentlemen m rejoicing at the motion upon the table, 
the contrary, he muA acknowledge, that he felt great difla- 
tislaiSlion in confequcnce of the right honourable gentleman’s 
not ha\ mg moved a general repeal of the aiff. Mi Dtmpfler 
liid, he was in the condition of a part ot a fetof ciimimls, to 
whom a general had extended mercy, hy ordering them to be 
dtcimatcd , unfoitunaiely the lot had fallen on his confli- 

tuents. 
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tuents. The right honourable gentlemm might not he nvnre 
that there weie printed linens is well as cotfcns, and ih ii the 
prihted-hnen manufacture wov^id he maten ill\ detnmented by 
the tax. Mr. Dcmpller flattd, tint the pnnted-Iinen niijiu- 
tafture hboured under a burden now of hfty per cent wlieic is 
before, it was not taxed in any thing like the fame propor¬ 
tion, Mr Deropftcr urged the feveie injuiy and the intolc*- 
rable grievance a continuance of the t ix would be upon the m 1 - 
nufuSlure, and declared, if the piLlent motion wue peifilled 
jn, he fhould tkmk it his duty to t ike the lonfe of the Com¬ 
mittee upon It 

IheEarlof reminded the Committee, tint when the rictarlof 

tax was firft llatcd Lift year to tli< lloulc, the fullnns, pi nil Sumy 
cottons, printed i.otton*>, linens, weic all piopolcd to he 
taxed m one aiitl the lame proportion, wli''’'e';s it w is attei 
wirds alteied, and the'^ix h -*J ^'’■d is it flood it pi« lent. liis 
Coidfhij) contciidnl, tint it was unjuil, ind contriiy to the 
exprt.l^ co'H’itio'i upon which the t ix hid Ixcn igited to, to 
til e It od'lomc of the aiticlfs, nd not olTtlic vshoic of them. 

11.s Lordlliip then moved an ami ndm..nt. 

Mr FijX lofe to it peat, ihat he \\ is for the 1 1 \ on p.iuti d Toy, 
cottons continuing, hut if the nohle Loid perlilhd in his 
amendment, he mull, out of confiAcncy, irul foi (he l iI < of 
ou’er, divide igiinfl the motion. He wi/lud, tlitrtfoie, the 
right honoiiiable gentleman opjiofite to him would help Ivni 
out of his difficulty Ml box likew'ifc laid, tint 111 his Inlh 
Ipeechhe hid lilted the medium of the pi ice of Iibour at fix 
lliiilings per week, hut that fince heharl laft (poke, he liul ex- 
itnmed the evidence, and found it w is no moie th in four /hil¬ 
lings pel week, which made greatly m favour o^ tin. argument 
of the manufifluiers, and agaiiill the computations of the right 
honourable gentleman. 

The Lord Adoocate (Mr T. Campbell) agreed, tint .n rea- 'll!" L'rd 
fon and in juflico the aiM ought to be lepeiled altogeiher, fot 
that continuing the part of it to remain as the iigfit lionoara- 
ble gentleman had propoftd, would he a giicvous haid/hip 
upon the printed-cotton and lini n iTnnufac‘T:uie of Scotl ind 

Mr. Sheridan role, not, he laid, to vilify the right honour- Mr.Sli.n- 
able gentleman, hut to dcclaie, th it the light honourable gt n- 
tlemaii had moll; unjulUy call afperfions on the Mancluffer 
manufadfurers, who, by no nn. ins, merited fuch lreitm«iir , 
on the contrary, their evidence was unquellioinbly lounded, 
and the whole of their condudl h.id been moft laud iblc Mi. 

Shendan Hated, that he had Ipcnt put of the fumnipr in Lan- 
c.afhire, and had been a witnefs to the infinite pains tht manu- 

fjCtUlLlS 
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faiflurers had taken to keep their numerous workmen ^uiet, 
and to preferve the peace of the country. He rofe principally, 
Mr bheridan faid, to imprefs more ftrongly the idea iuggefled 
by his riglit honovrable fiiend, via the reprobation of the 
doflnneof giving that to prejudice, which had been refufed to 
rcafor. Such do^nne was the way to rajfe clamour, and to 
throw the whole country into confufion It was pointing 
out a mode of obtaining the repeal of a tax, that could not 
hut,he attended with the moft mifchievous confequences ; 
and, therefore, to obviate it, and to prove to the world, that 
whatever might he the rule of condu£l; adopted and followed 
by his Ma^eily’s Cliancellor of the Lxchequei, as an indivr- 
dual, the Houle of Commons did not a£f by fo ftrange a rule, 
he fhould move an amendment, which was to iiifert after the 
woid thatf a few lines, the puipofe of which«imouiited to a 
rtiolution, “ that it apprared-*©-£^ib Committee, that the ma- 
nuiactureis ot Mancheifer would he fo much aggrieved and 
injured, d the tax on fuilians, cottons, and cotton llulls, Ac 
Ac, Ac impoied by an adl of ilie laft year, were fiiffered to 
continue, that the inainihvSlme would bs materially detri- 
mented, and, peihaps, entirely ruined, therefoie it was the 
opinion of the Committee, that leave be given to bring in a 
lull to explain and amend,” &c, Ac. Ac. Mr. Sheridan moved 
th's amendment legulaily 

M- iFilbirfoicc lud, if the forms of the Houfe would have 
permitted it, he would have moved the previous queflion upon 
thf amendment. 'J hat not being mailer of the whole of the 
evidence, he could not poUibly vote lor the motion with that 
amendment, whereas he very lafely could confeiat to a repeal 
of the tax He ended with declaring, he would give the 
anundintm his Hat negative 

Mr Rol>c charged Mr. Sheridan with having made an in- 
Hammatoiy ipccch, with a view to excite alarm and difcon- 
tent in the country He faid, he would not fay who it was 
that went down to Lancalhire to llir up the manufaftureis, to 
let them againft the taxes, and to piomote tumult and di(con¬ 
tent. Neither would he fay who it was that diftributed, or 
caufed to he diHrihuted, feditious and inflammatory handbills, 
and had them circulated all round the country ; but the faft 
was fo, and if he could bring the proof home to the party he 
fufptdied, he would take the proper Heps to have this head 
fluck upon Temple Bar. Mr. Roile charged Mr. Sheridan 
.uid Mr, Fox with having fliiftccl their giomd. '1 he flrft of 
them had feconded the motion, and declated he approved high¬ 
ly of the Chancellor of the Exchequers conduct, and iiovv 

the 



A. 1785* DEBATES* 10^ 

the right honourable gentleman had faid, he wouM vote again ft 
the motion he promiled ta Te^ond, this wa«> in his opinion, 
abandoning and deferting ground, once taken in a moft ihune- 
ful manner 

Mr. Fox faid, with regard to the empty threat of having Fox, 
heads IKick upon Temple Bar, lie knew not of any a£l which 
made circulating handbill!! a capital oftuice ; but he wis !»▼- 
norant of any fuch ta£l, if the honourable gentleman had al- 
lu ‘-d to him. His honourable friend, fo far fiom having 
made an infiaminatoiy fpeech, tending to jilarm the country, 
and create difeontents and clamour againft the taxes, had done 
the diredl contrary , his whole Qieech, and the aruendment he 
had moved, had obvioufly been calculated to guard againft 
alarms, and to prevent clamour from anfmg againft other 
taxes, in confequence of the repeal of the tax on fufttans. 

With regard to the charge'b^-^/aving fhrftcd his giouml, he 
had not fhifteJ any gtourd ; he bad faid, he appioved of the 
motion, and approved of Jetting the tax remain on the prin¬ 
ted cottons He did fo ftill , but a point of order li ivnig 
fince been ftnrttd, which ftruck him to be well founded, he 
muft neceflirily vote accordingly. If the honouiable gentle¬ 
man cilled that fliiftmg his giound, to tint accufation he 
begged leave to plead guilty With regard to what the lio- 
nourable gentleman had laid, he would not fpeak, he prcluined 
the honourable gentleman was too much a man of lionoui to 
aflert what he knew he could not prove 

Mr. Sheridan rofe to fay, that his right honourable fiiend Mr shcri- 
muil certainly have miftaken the honourable gentleman, be- 
caufe the honourable gentleman had faid nothing but what 
was a defence of his argument; for what was his argument, 
but an argument to prevent the public from being mifled, 
and tbencoalarmed ? With this view, he had moved an amend¬ 
ment, declaring the reafons for which the Houfe agreed to 
repeal the tax on fuftians. The charge of making inflam¬ 
matory Ipeeches lay at the door of the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman oppofite to him, if it lay any where, bccaule the 
right honourable gentleman had laid, he repealed the tax on 
account of the prejudices of the manufaiSfurers, and not he- 
cSule It was burdenfome and oppreflTive. Mr. Sheridan de¬ 
clared he did not think it neceflary to make any reply to 
what the honourable gentleman had not faid, and with regard 
to the handbills, he really knew nothing about them ; hut he 
could eafliy conjedlure why the honourable gentleman was fo 
fore about publications. 1 he handbills were not the com- 
pofltions that hurt hiin, hut compoiltions lefs profaic, hut 

more 
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more popular, he was aft aid, had made him fo fore. [Here a 
general laugh ] ^ Mi. Sheridan faid, he was aware that the 
honourable gentleman had fufpedled, that be was either Ihe 
aiithoi of thole compofitions, ot fome way or other concerned 
111 them ; he did aflure him, upon his honour, he was not, 
nor liad he ever feen a line of them till they weiein print in 
the new (paper. 

Mr Rol c Mr R.olle laid, he held the author of the compofitions al¬ 
luded to, be he whom he would, m fovereign contempt, as 
as his works , liut as the cap fitted the honourable gen- 
tUm til and his light honourable fiiend, they were welcome to 
wen It Hp law he had touched a lore place. With regard 
to tline being no aft to prevent the circulating of feditious 
hind-bills, for the lake of creating difcoiitent in thecountiy ; 
it thcie was no fuch aft, theie ought to be one, and it he 
kn^w the author, as a mcmb«f‘^Parliament, he declared, he 
would take the pioptr Heps to have him punifiled He per- 

fjfied in charging Mr Pox with having finfied his ground, 
and liidtio m.m living fiiould make him abandon his ground, 
cither in that Houle or out of it. 

Mr Sheri- Mr. Shoidan again replied, and faid, while the honourable 
gentlem in talked at random he lliould take no notice of it, 
but if he charged him with being concerned in circulating 
any leditious handbills, he would anfwer him both there and 
ellewheie, very plainly, and very coarfely. Mr. Sheridan 
having t\id this, touched upon bis amendment, which feveral 
gentlemen prefled him to give up, to which he coafented. 

Mr Dun Mr. Dundui then role, and drew a diflinftion between the 

dai degree m whicli the tax would aftedl: the fuflian iiMiiufaftu- 

rers, and tint m which it would beai upon the m.inufjfturers 
of printed cottons, printed linens, &c. fltcwmg thii it would 
not afleft them in iny thing like the fame proportion. Mi, 
Dundas t ud, let tlic mattei be as it would, theie would he 
abend int opportunities ofedifcufling it in the courfe of the 
progiefs of the bill through the Houle The motion need 
not, therefore, he flaid foi it In alJufion to the art of pro¬ 
ducing popular taxes, and rendering taxes unpopular, he 
hoped, It would long continue to he the duty of his right ho¬ 
nourable friend to picpofe taxes [a laugh] He w ould, there¬ 
fore, truft the power of producing popular taxes to him, and 
leave the art of rtndeiing them unpopular witli the gentlemen 

"Ml Shei k! in alluded to a popular fdtiic tntitltd, “ Crit/quet 09 
** pH RollufJ for which vve utcr oui itadtrs to the djylum pub- 
hitud by Debutt. 
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on the other fide of the Houfe. Mr. Dundas flitcd the pro¬ 
bable amount annually at 40,000!.; lo much, he 1 iid, he was 
\irilling to facnfice, the flounfiiing flatc of the revDiue con- 
fidered, and the advantage of giving fitisfaflion to the laige 
and refpeclahle body of men employed incuiymgon, and 
in manufa< 5 tiiring one ot the firll manufadlures of the king¬ 
dom, weighed and balanced againft the liiin loll to the 
Public; but iiedtclaied, if th( icvcniie lobe linquiflu d, 
hid been laiger, if it hid been ioo,oool. for mflancf, lie 
il oiJd ha.c decidedly oppoitd any piopofilion of iipi.il, 
fiom itoinjiTlion tint tiit Public oui’ht not lo (aciirjv.L lo 
greit V I()(s loi Inch i compcnlation. 

Mr. hdii! flid, tlial as he moll coididly roncuM'^d with Wr iJcn 
the Chancellor ot the Lxtheqiicr, in tht (]u< {luvi ol the d iv, 
he fiw with pkatuic that the little ineuluils wluth hul h »}»- 
pened in the dilcuffion of it, wf re likely to ind without anv 
heat 01 divifion. With lefpt^f, however, to writ h’d diopt 
fiom hiE right honourable tneiul who fpoke 1 iJt, he luufl 
beg leive to t'^prel's veiy dilfert iitly, both as to tlie tiO a.id 
the tcifonings connected With it. Ilie light honourable 
gentleman hid ibted the tax projiofed lo bt upealed, is 
likely lo have pioduced 40,000!. a >eii, ,ind hid adiUd, 
that .1 it liad I'ecn worth ior,oool, .1 veil, fo luge i pio- 
diice would have decided him to luppoit the lax ag uifl all 
tlic evidence which had hetn hiought. Now tor hs own 
put, thougli delermincd to K tift the leptalof my t ix, on 
light grounds, he mull declare, tint if tlie piHcnttix had 
jnodiiced, upon a fur calculation, the lugt lum Haled in 
llt.it tuppofition, he would Hill have Kpeilid it v'athout lull- 
t.ition, buraui/. it liad been Hiewn by incontdliblc evuknet, 
that It w IS iP]unous to the mainifa 61 uu is and d\..i , to ui 
< \tent foi which no pofiihle piodire could comiicnl lU. Uii- 
dei the prcffuic ot Inch a ricacHity, he w is lii[)o\ to bil, 
and to inform the Houle and tbc Puhlu, ih u tl>< IoIj lo be 
incurred was very inconlideiable witli ictptdt to ili^ r„><*iu’c; 
he had heard with aftoniilunent, the te\< ral it iIliu' nl’. winch 
laboured to deprcci.ate the ol)|ei^^u.no made by tl*^ petit joik is, 
and to exaggerate the probable produce of the t’'. lb hid 
given the moH umemjtting ittmtion to the wholo ot the 
inquiry mall its paits, ind folcmiily declan d it to \k his 
dehbeiJtc opinion, that tlu net annual piodnce of the fiil- 
tian tax, now propofed lo be ’cptaled, could not be elli- 
inated at lo much as Goool. find 111 tiuth, il was no Higlit 
VoL. XVill. P uvHake, 
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miftakc, or what ought to cfcape obfervation, that the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer and others, in computing the value 
of the tax, had fuppofed, becaufe one pound of cotton wool 
would produce about three fquare yards of callico, that there¬ 
fore, one pound of cotton w ool would produce three Iquare 
yards of fuftian it was in evidence, and well known, that 
about eight pounds of cotton would make only twelve yardM 
of fuftian. It was equally well known, that the whole im¬ 
port of cotton wool was not more than ten millions of pounds 
weight a year; and it was a large allowance to eftimate, 
that half that qu.intity was ufed m tlie fuftian'branch; an 
allowance beyond the fadf, but he would 'idmitit, ^there¬ 
fore five millions of pounds of cotton wool would produce 
leven millions and a half of fuftnn; which, at a penny a 
yard, would give 30,000!.; but to two thirds of the manii- 
fadlure being exported, and the Ji aw hack given, there would 
lem im only io,oool , from which muft be deducted about 
4000I, under a lofs of other drawbacks, heretofore ic- 
tained by the Public, as explained in the evidencp. I he ic- 
maining net produce would he 6cooI., from which thcic 
ftill remaiiit.d to be dcdiuflcd "11 the charges of collection, 
being five per cent, on the grofs fum. Mr. Eden concludul 
b, li'ung, that he hid much pleafurc in ftating this, becaufc 
It would prove that the public purfe would lulFer little, at 
the fame time th. t the town of Manchefter would be relieved 
iiom an intolerable grievance, 

Mr. ffaac Haw'kms Brown praifed the conduct of Mr. 
Pitt, m the bufinefs of the day, as a defence replicatory to 
the aiguinents of Mr. Sheridan. 

Mr. ]ohn Ji-gerton, Mr. Willnrn Egerton, Mr. Black¬ 
burn, Mr. VVilbraham Bootle, Mr, Cafwall, and other gen 
tlemen, exprefled their fatisladlion at the repeal of the tax, 
and fcverally fpoke m praife of the manufacturers who had 
been examined at the bar. 

Mr Pulte ]VTr. Pultcney advifed a repeal of the duty, and recom- 
mended it to the Miniftcr to impofe it ad valoreniy as the only 
means of obviating the juft complaint, that it bore too hard 
on the coarfe and ordinary linens. 

Mr Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that had been at firft thought 

eellof Pitt. found to be attended with too many difficul¬ 

ties to carry it into execution. Mr, Pitt ftated, why he did 
not confider it as any oppreflive tax in its prefent form and 
operation. 


The 
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The amfendments Were difpofed of, and the original mo- 
tipn paflTed. 

The right honourable JV* JV, Grenville ftated, that fo The right 
many alterations had been made in his bill for the better re- 
gulation of the trial of elections, he throught it better to * 
drop It entirely for the prefcnt, and bring it in more fully m 
the enfuing feffion. 


Thurfday, Apitl 21. 

Mr. Eden moved, that the evidence given in the Com¬ 
mittee on theliirti leiolutions fhoukl be printed, to which 
tlie Chancellor of the Exche(|ucr faid he heartily coufentul. 

Ad|ouined. 

Friday April 22. 

The houfc having lefolvcd itfelf into a Committee of 
ways and means, Mi. Steele m the chair, 

Mr. Rofe moved, “ That tlie fum of 702,000!. remaining Mr. Rofe. 

m the Exchequer on the 5th ol April 1785, of the 
“ furplui of the linking fund, be applied towards the lup- 

ply.” 

Mr. HuJJty put fome queftions relative to the eleficicncies Mr. Huffey 
that had been mule good from the finking fund, uid in 
particular wilhcd to know whether the ii in ftated in the 
relolution was the clear furplus ov'^cr and above all the fums 
taken for deficiencies 

Mr. Rofe anivvered in the affirmative, and faid, that with- Mr. Rc^fc, 
out fuch a vote as tH.it now moved, the luiplus could not be 
appropriated to the public fervicc. 

Mr. Huffey exprefled his fatisfuStion on finding that there 
was fo Confiderablc a furplus. 

Mr. Eden faid, that the piefcnt occifion appeared to him Mr £d«fi. 
proper for calling the attention of the Houfc to a fubject of 
moll leiious importance. It muft be in the rt;colle6l]on 
of all who heard him, that a few days ago the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had moved for two accounts of the net pro¬ 
duce of all the taxes, the one from Michaelmas 1784, to 
Chnftmas 1784, and the other from Chriftmas to the 5th 
of April laft. The right honourabla gentleman in Hating 
the totals of thofe accounts to the Houle, had undoubtedly 
good ground for faying the revenues of this country were la 
a Hate of improvement, and the public refources fuch as 
ought to prevent any deljpondency. but the right honourable 

P 2 * gentle- 
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gentleman had gone imidi Lrllui, foi, inflating the net 
pioduce of tlie laft quarter to Ic abuse th'c<. imlhons, he 
had interitd, that the future annual pioducc might, upon 
thi, fame icale, he elbmated at twelve milliom,; and ftill 
farther, that is the late quartei s had fliewn an incieafe, a 
piogieffive incieaie might be txpcdlul. With relpedl lo the 
lattei int( rence, Mi. I'.dtn laid lint he would put it out of 
thi_ qui ilion, by iem«ihing, th.U n</thing could he mo»efd- 
lacious 01 mori fallible, than to luppole, tliat in incitileof 
rf^venue is 1 foreiuiincr ot a futhei incicafe it miglit be 
fortun.'c wliin it proved io, hut the jirelumption in com¬ 
mon Icr.K and expeiicncc would geneially piOv*. the leveife. 
As to the other inftience of a twt l\e-millions rt venue, bc- 
c lufe the I ifl quarter h id ptoduc cd three millions, he thought 
It highly matciul to be difcuflcd, and he Diould be hnceiely 
glic! I 0 niul himlclf under a mirippichcnl.on iHpeefing it, 
h( f Tiil<r h's idtas of it wcie txcceilingly unfa.oui ilde to the 
liiiC^ht pinfpf M vihiHi had bcin jiieltiited to the Public. He 
I ’d lu ird tlie hid ir-tnlion of it with jil u'ln, hut with fur- 
pn/t , with pIcifiiK, iKfai'h Iv w is ;1 -1 to heir lo pio- 
nufng an iccou.it Itom lo higli m uithf nl' , w'lth lurpiife, 
hmiile It happened th it he hil lecentlv t ikcn g’cit pant'- 
tolunn inaicunti cftimiti of the pvohahle pioduce of all 
the 1 1 \< > (( xtcni tlu land mil nidO and could not with '’PV 
liheril dlovanc', imd tauii to h-hi\c’•hit tlic tutuic .innual 
pmluK of 111 ' wl’olc, iiulu h'g 1.... t ' (A lySa, wouM 
*ic inoK, cfj;nnuinilfi(i ntm tl.ni i i,_'^c,oool. a yen. 11 at 
fdimate had hem nndi with lo niurh cm, lint hecciLiiidy 
hind t]*r- iigl’t hoiii ui *b;e g'utlcnnn s (uniputalion witn 
iomediuht-, i, to its an'u‘C v, the ])ip'’s m which t! at 
comput it ion w IS gionn(ii.<l wm now pniued, and 't ap- 
p ntd upon the tier ot tin in, thu ilus prod..tSfi\c quaitci, 
upon winch th( wJiol" fibiic w’s omit, tonloLd of oi.vduu'- 
tlitd .iiul liiKc da\s inln h 1 ot nu’^tv-one, h..'ng a period 
loll L'hiiPpii fvv to the >lh of 11 then, thcie 

W IS .u ads uit'Oi t ’klii cf isstls' n tin liundicJ, ht svould 
hf content, hosstscr, to c ill -t in ids intige tqual to ten 
j er Cf nt ind wf^n \''as th i )niv.qiuncc' '1 eii jcr cent, 
ot ocol, mull he dediu k 1 fioin tlu- jjOCOjC'Col. and ap- 
pl'idtitf cr to 1 I .loro' luhlesjumt qiii.tei: and in the lame 
bilk, cl comj'Ut iti-'o ' li'ni'u til duebon niuil he nnde from 
ihc ll ik I fid I kji'i I I qn n Ik I , ti 'hino kfi the \viio>c i,'aoo,OOoI. 
to 1 d.uh’cHt d iui.i ihi tss Ikf miihoi)'. M h it tins was a 
lik'd ite d dll' "i ll. Would ippc .1 llOm lUUillci mode of 
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calculation; if the quaiter was admittedconlift of 103 
days, It would give a year of 412 days; and confequeiitly 
above forty days more than the faifl; and the daily income 
being at Icalt 30,000!. in that way aifo, i,200,oool. would 
be a reafonable dedufbion. Mr. Eden laid that it would be 
found an unlaii quarter fiom various circumftances of the 
moft evident kind foi example, it contained various articles 
of weekly payments of cci t iin lums from the Excile and 
Poll Office to the Exthtquci, and upon examining thole 
lums. It appeared that they all wcie the jiayments of fifteen 
weeks, inftcad of thiitcen. How lo lingular an account had 
happened to be prepared, and hid befoie Parliament, it did 
not reft with him to conjedture, 01 to explain; but furely he 
ihould not have dildiaiged In'! duty, if obferving a fallacy of 
fuch extent, he had omitted to remark it he would only add, 
that theie weie many paiticulirs m the account, exclulive of 
this leading circumftance, winch weic open to much dilcuf- 
lion at fome future d«v. In the mean time, he fliould be con- 
tent when the Houle fliould be relumed, to move for an ac¬ 
count oi the net piochice of all the taxes foi tlie fiilt eleven 
days of this extnoidinaiy quarter, and alio for the laft 
tleven days win.n the iccounts fhould lx itturncd, genth men 
might take their choice, and dedudl from the thne millions 
tlie net produce of the fit ft eleven diys, or the hft, ifter 
winch, lire calculation, fiicn rs it was, would Hand upon a 
fair giound. 

iVlr. Chancellor P'/; cnlugcd on the iinpropiicty of any Mt Ch»H- 
gentlenun of that Houle endi.avouring to niilconftiue and 
depiociate the flate of the public levenue. In i vein of irony, 
lie profelTed to txciilpatt the light honouiablc gentleman 
from that elnige, as he was certain he could liivi no incli¬ 
nation, inttniion illy, to do io, fiom his knov/n and conftmt 
zeal foi the ciedit of tlie nation, which, he hc'peJ, he flmcd 
with every other gentleimn, and illofiom a motive raoie iin- 
meJi itdy peilonil to li'infi If, fiom the pride he mi'ft necef- 
farily leel, and the mxiety with which h'' muft neceflaiily 
look for the aeeompliftunent of his own predidlions, which 
he had fo folemnly deliveied to tlu Public on fo miny oeca- 
hons, and p irtieulailv in his own Report from the Committee 
cn Imnggling. In this .nftance, liowe\ei, the mifconfliuc- 
tioii was lo obviout, that if the nght honouiahle geatleinan 
had not wilfully abandoiud liisulu il rendetnels foi the public 
cre*dit, which he had f'e.jueiitls'declared to he equally dear 
to him, by whoinlotv i hnancw^ were adrnmifieioJ, he 

mult 
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muft at Icaft appear to the Houfe to have been giulty of ail 
cxtraoidinary and almoft inconceivable miftake. In the firft 
place he had only referred to one of the various calculations 
which he had formerly laid before the Houfe, becaufe that 
particular calculation afforded him the faireft opportunity, 
perhaps, of drawing an unfavourable conclufion; but this cal¬ 
culation was by no means that on which he piincipally reftcd. 
He had only mentioned that among others to the Houfe, m 
Older to point out to them the different lights, in which the 
fubje<£l might be viewed, in order to govern them in the 
profpciSls they might form of the whole year’s, income. In- 
ffead of the calculation of the two remaining quarters of the 
prefent year equaling the lail quarter, ending April 5th, which 
the right honourable gentleman had argued from, he defired 
the Houfe to recolledl, that tlie calculation which he had 
principally relied upon was. grounded on a companion of the 
produce of the half year ending April 5, 1785, with that 
ending April 5, 1784, and the probable expectation that the 
current half year, to end on the loth of October next, vv ould 
bear the fame proportion with the half year ending on the 
icfli of October 1784, that the other half years ending on 
the ^tli of April, were found to bear to each other. 

Anothei error had crept into the right honourable gentle¬ 
man’^ argument, when he had flateil, that beemfe the paper 
on tliv'' table included an account of the produce of more than 
the qimtci by an excels ot one tenth pait of the whole; that 
theiefon one tenth ihould be deducted in confidenng the 
amount of the quirtei. This genenl lulc he could by no 
inc ms compichcnd, unlefs^ it wcie to be admitted, that the 
income of cveiy week, ind of eveiy day in the year, were 
exadiy e([urd; but as this was not the cafe, the only fairway 
of conluleiing that part of the queftion, and of reconciling 
the difKcultv* would be by looking into the account, and 
finking off the limple amount of the leceipt of thofe extra 
d.iy > that had been included in the ftatement of the whole 
qnaitii. When the right honourable gentleman had done 
tbu, be flattered himfelt that he would have the fatisfadion 
to find his defpondcnce on the fuhieCl: confiderably dimi- 
iiifli'*d* He wondered that tl eright honourable gentleman’s 
c'leiitiKc in matters of finance had not fuggefted to him 
how urifii! Ill his pitfent enquiiy it w'ould have been to have 
t I'l ru d his attention to this point, w hethtr the greater propor¬ 
tion ot the itiipiovemcnt of oui revenue weie to be found in 
the [u Unuit »)f the evcife 01 in that of the cuftoms. With 
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refpecEl to the cuAoms, he dehred it to be underilogd, that th§ 
two Summer quarters were always more productive than the 
Winter quarters, and in confequencc of the more frequent 
arrival of Ihips; therefore in that branch, lus hopes and ex¬ 
pectations weie ccitainly well founded. He requefted the 
Houle ne\er tolofe fight of theobjeCt which he had on a for¬ 
mer occafion fet befoie them, the eitablifliiiic nt of a finking 
fund, for the purpofe of paying off, or rather diminifliing 
the national debt. His own hopes on that lub]eCt wciceveiy 
day more andnnore ftrong, from every new point of view in 
which he contemplated the refources of the nation, and from 
eveiy new information he had obtained, and m proportion to 
his hopes of fuccels, lus conviClion of the ntceflity of the 
meaiure became more and more impreffive. But ffill the 
warmeff hopes, 01 the molt demonftrable certainty of fuc- 
ctfs, inficad of cieating any relaxation in the efforts of the 
Houfe to attain the end, ought to be an encouragement to re¬ 
double exertions—to exertions which ought to give way to 
no defpondmg mifieprefentations, nor even to any aclual 
difappointmerits, if luch were unexpectedly to occur for fo 
defirable, fo necellary, and fo practicable was the objeCt, as 
to leave no foit of excufe for Parliament, if they were to 
overlook and negleCt it. Still, however, he expeCted, and 
hoped, that however promifing our pnafpeCt of being able 
annually to appropriate the clear fum of one million to this 
moft important puipofe, from the produce of the prefent 
cxilling taxes, yet (houl/i thefe by any means be found defi¬ 
cient, the Houfe fhould adopt it as a fixed and unalterable 
principle to make up that fum by fome new mode, in order 
that the great bulwark of the public ciedit, an efficient and 
uniform finking fund, might not by any accident be endan¬ 
gered. 

Mr. Eden replied, that neither ironical compliments nor Mr Eden 
farcalbc infinuations would ever afleCl either his temper or 
judgement; and that he would not be diverted from a fiate- 
ment equally true and important, becaufe motives were 
affigned to him which he difdained. He had brought for¬ 
ward the bufmels with due refpeCl to the right honourable 
gentleman, with the fulleft refpeCl to the Houfe, and with 
the ftnClell integrity towards the 1 ubhc; if it was the m- 
tereft of the Public not to exift under a ftate of deception; 
and if it were for the benefit of the public credit, to be built 
upon truth, and not upon fallacies. The right honourable 
gentleman’s explanation, in his opinion, admitted the whole 
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of what had been ftated, for the right honourable gentleman 
now Ihifted his ground, and Inftead of relying on the pro¬ 
duce of the one t|uarter, wilhed to argue from the joint pio- 
duce of the two quarters. be it fo; but tlien tlie inference 
would be, tliat the two quarteis amounting to 5,800,000!. 
the four quaiters would he only i i,6oo,OOOl.; and from that 
fum there muft be dedu£led the extra ten days, becaule it in¬ 
cluded the period from the 29th of September to the 5th of 
April, which was not the fair half year. Mr. Eden exprefled 
fome furprize that a difcuflion, which had been brought for¬ 
ward for the pLirpofe of bi inging to the point of truth a moft 
material lubje6l of public finance, fhould have appeired un- 
pleafant and painful to a gentleman, who hitherto really had 
fliewn a manly readinefs and candour to meet fuch difcnffions. 
As to the mfinuation that he had flated this matter with a 
feemmg triumph on finding the revenue worle than had been 
fiippofed, he could only deny that in his heart he had enter¬ 
tained any fuch ftnfation he felt only the triumph of truth, 
with due concern for the interells involved 111 tint riatli, .md 
could appeal toevery part of his public coniludl during twelve 
years, for his having uled every exertion to the limited extent 
of bis abilities, to improve the revenue, and fuppoit the re- 
fources of the country. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt difclaimed anv intention of offence to 

j 

the right honourable gentleman, and declaied, that he fliould 
by no means think himfelf juftified in making any peilonal 
farcafm againft him, and ihould be foiry to he undei luch 
fufpicion. hut ffill, whenever he law an attempt made to 
eftablilh a general argument, tending to depreciate the na¬ 
tional refources, and to oveilodk or hide any paiticulai exifting 
circumftances highly favourable to the public credit, he felt 
It his duty, whethei the mifreprefcntation was accidental 
or through dclign, to oveituin and confute all ill-founded 
fuggelhons, calculated to prejudice a lubjefl: of fuch import¬ 
ance to the national welfare ; and perhaps his jieculiar anxie¬ 
ty to anfwer any mifconceptions of the light honourable 
gentleman, deferved rather to be conffrued into an inftance 
of high refiiedl than the contrary, and to proceed from his 
unwillinguefs, that any thing of that nature fliould proceed 
from fo weighty an authority, in queftions of finance, with¬ 
out the ftrongeff confutation in his power to make. He ad¬ 
mitted, with the right honourable gentleman, thit he had no 
right, nor had he powei to look into his heart; the Hate of 
lliat was only known to himfelf; but he muff always con¬ 
tinue 
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tinue faithfully to difcharge the duty that lay on him, to fcru- 
.irgument, efpecially when that argument had a 
injure the public fervice. He anfweicd the de- 
d. \ )'.b which the right honourable gentleman naa diawn 
tip ihe mode of payment at the Excile and Poft ' Jffice, 
poi'iEing out that the depreciation which he had endeavoured 
to eftablilh from thence was not reaionable, nor applicable to 
the Aatement of the quarter’s account in queftion. He ftill 
perfifted in his original allertion, that the medium of calcula¬ 
tion, which on the former mention of the bufinefs he had 
cholen principally to abide by, was not that which the right 
honourable gentleman had felefted as the bafis of his argu¬ 
ment. The right honouiablc gentleman had, in his fecond 
fpeech, made a tiefti miflake in his computation of the length 
of the quarter, to end on the loth of Odlober 1785, by 
Hating that quarter to contain ten days extra; this he was 
furpnzed at the more, as it was fo extremely obvious, that 
as It was to commence on the 5th of July, and to end on the 
lOth of Odlober, it could only exceed the natural quarter 
by five days; theiefore the dedudlion of ten per cent, de¬ 
manded by the right honourable gentleman muH be reduced 
one halt, \iz, to hve per cent, ' 

Mr. Leien declared, he was ready to let the whole reft upon Mr Edca. 
the real receipts of the taxes in the ten days additional. 

This would be feen when the papers he meant to move for 
ftiould come. 

Mr. Jenhnfon rofe to fupport IVlir. Pitt’s argument, declar- Mr jenkm- 
ing, thathe had never underftood his right honourable fiieiid 
to mean otherwile than as he had explained Inmtelf to me in, 
and that nothing could be more fair than the manner m which 
he had originally brought the fubjedt forward, and ftated it to 
the Houfe. The number of days of the quarter ending 
Apiil 5, 1785, mull certainly have ftruck ev^ man m the 
houfe at the time, and therefore he wondered that his light 
honourable friend ftiould have milapprehended it lo giolsly. 

Mr. Jenkinfon faid farther, that the public accounts of the 
receipt of the produce of the taxes always had been made up 
. in the manner in which the laft half gear’s receipts had been 
made out, V 17 . one quarter, from the loth of October 1784, 
toChnftmas Eve 1784; and the other quarter from Chnft- 
mas Eve 1784, to April 5, 1785. He added, that from all 
the experience h ever had, in regard to the receipt of the 
produce of taxes, the fummer quarter’s receipt always ex¬ 
ceeded the winter’s quaiter m a very confiderable oegree. 

VoL. XV m. Q. 
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His right honouiable friend therefore was every way juftified 
in deciinng, that the increafeJ amount of the net receipt of 
the produce ot the taxes for the quarter ending April 5, 
1785, afforded the molt comfortable profpefl that the receipt 
for the current c]ua> ttis would be Itill greater in amount, and 
that the Public would feel the effential advantage of gaming a 
very confidenble txcefs upon the whole of the year’s receipt, 
bevoiid the receipt ot the four quarters ending the lOth of 
Odober 1784. 

Mr Ede Mr. Edtn roft again, and declared he was not a little fur- 
pn/ed to find his right honourable friend fo compleatly mif- 
taken. So far tioin the Summer quarter’s receipt exceeding 
the receipt of the Winter quarter, the fad was diredJy the 
revel le. Let his right honourable friend look but to any 
yearly account of the net produce of the taxes, and he would 
find the receipt of tlie Suinmei quarter, vi7. that ending 
July 5, always fell confulerably ffiort of the receipt of the 
quarter preceding it. With regiid to his right honourable 
fi lend’s having afferted that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
" had paiticulaily noticed to the Houte that the quaiter, ending 
April 5, 1785, coiififlcd of 103 days, he appealed to the 
* 1 louft, nay he would e\en appeal to the right honourable 

gentleman lumlelf, whether he had faid a fyllable upon the 
lubjcd, or wheihc. the number ot days had been at all 
rot iced till he hirnlf H remaiked it tint day. Mr. Eden 
coni [d I men ted Mi. |i iikinion for appealing to his judgement, 
ritliii than Ins mtinorv» in matters ot fad, and alTured tlie 
tl’ic hoiioui d)le gentleman., (Mr. Pitt) that there had been 
on his pait no idea of imputing to him an intention to mif- 
lead tlu Public, or to deceive the Houfe, he had too much 
relped for him, and too much confidence in his mteguty to 
entertain luclj^an idea. 

7 he lefolntioa was then read, and the queftion being put. 
It was igreed to. 

As foot! as the Houfe was refiimed, Mr. Eden made his 
promiled mot on for the papeis,, and Mr. Chuicellor Pitt 
mo^' d tor limi! ii p ipei s, ielating to the quaiter from Chnft- 
m IS five 1783, to Ajuil 5, 1784. 

Mr Tour- \Mii’c the motion > were undci confideration, Mr. Courte- 
noy i k, and complimented IMr. Jenkinlon on the extraordi- 
* nvry foimation ot biS ears; to which fingular ciicumftance 

he attributed the light honourable gentleman’s having been 
able to hear fiom the Chancellor of the Excheqiici when he 
firff brolight thc'ftibjed forward, which neither he himfelt^ 
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nor, he believed, any other honourable gentleman in the 
Houfe, had been able to hear, though they had lillened with 
the moA minute attention. 

Mr. Jenkinion faid a few words in reply. 

Mr. StecUj in a lliort fpcich, fupported the Chancellor of Stede. 
the Exchequers a I gument in the Committee of Wiys and 
Means, declaring, that he thought when the right honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Eden] mide his fiift fpecch, he appeircd to 
betray an air ot triumph at the dilcoscry ot what ht leeincJ 
to think an important erroi, but tint he (Mr. Steele) h ip- 
pened at the moment to be placed in ahtuatioii winch w'ould 
not well admit of lua taking notice of it. 

The motions weie all c u ried 

Lord Mahon moved the oidei of the day for the fecond 
reading of his two bills relative to eleiElions, which being 
read, the Speaker put the queftion on the lirft of the two 
bills, when 

Mr. Filrncr Honcyivood rofe and faid, he did not mean to *’'■ Filmer 
oppofe the motion, or to pievent the bill's going to a Com- 
mittee, but he hoped it would be conlidnably amended wlit n 
it w IS in the Committee, as there appcircd to him to 1 c h- 
veral bad parts of it, as the noble Loid was fu.ad of amn/mg 
himfelf with bringing in bills, Mr. Honeywood evprelFd a 
wjfh that the noble Lord would puilue the line ol .a anther 
ele 61 ion bill, commonly called Mr. Crew’s bill, and follow 
the idea a little farther. I here weie certain dep.nclants on 
the Hoard of Ordnance and the Board of Admiialtv, as will 
as the Board of CuAoms, whom he ftiould be glad to fee dil- 
franchifed, and they ought, for the fame rt ilons, that hid 
operated to disfranchifc the Cuftom-hoiife officers. In prot>f 
of this, Mr. Honeywood ftated, that at the kill eledhon tor 
the county of Kent, Lord Mahon had played off'a tuck up¬ 
on him and his colleague, wdiich to their hoiioui, (for lo he 
thought he had a right to put it) did not prove lucccfsful. T'le 
noble Lord came down upon them of a fudden, at llit head ot i 
troop of the tort of voters he hadjuil delcribed, with labels m 
their hats, on which were printed thewonL, P/K^ cimi thi Con- 
Jiitutton, This was done with a view to depi ive the honeA yeor 
manry of Kent of being reprefented by the obiefts of then 
choice. Happily his conAituents Ind too much Ipn it as well 
as too much zeal m his caufe, and that of his honourable col¬ 
league, to be taken in by fo unconAitutional a manoeuvre. Nav, 
fome of the noble Lord’s follow ers were themlelves ailiamed 
of the bufinefs, for ha obferved fevcral of them take the h- 
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bels out of their hats, and throw them away. Mr. Honey- 
wood enlarged upon thefe fadts, and pointed out the incon¬ 
venience that candidates might be put to, in confequence of 
their being fuffered to be continued. He particularly recom¬ 
mended it to the noble Lord to bring in a bill upon the fub- 
jetSl, left It ftiould ever happen that his own arts Ihould be 
turned againlt him, or any of his friends. 

Id Mahon. Lord Mahon faid, what the honourable gentleman had 
ft.ued might refer to another bill, that which related to the 
uear*ng of cockades at eleftions. 

The bill was read a iecond time. 

Lord Mahon then moved the fecond reading of his other 
hill for reducing the expence and preventing bribery at elec¬ 
tions. 

fiif M w Sir Aiattbew-J'J%te Ridley rofe upon this, and faid, he hear- 
Ri 41 er. vviflied the noble Lord had happened to have flood candi¬ 

date at a popular eleilion, where the voters were to be fetched 
at a great diftance; he would then have known that there 
were claufes in the prefent bill that would be found of the 
ut'iioft inconvenience in then operation with regard to fuch 
elections. If at any period of the noble Lord’s life he ihould 
happen to ftand a candidate at a popular eleftion, he would. 
Sir Matthew faid, experience the tiuth of what he had now 
thiown out, and be convinced that it was highly improper to 
pafs the prefent bill. Sir Matthew faid he would not oppofe 
the bill’s going to a Committee. 

td. Mahao, Lord Mahon faid, he was now nearly circumftanced as he 
had been before, for the honourable Baronet had faid little or 
notliing relative to the 'bill. With regard to his having 
flood Candidate at a popular eleClion, it might he recollcCted 
that he had flood candidate for Weftminfter, which was well 
known to be as popular aiieledlion as any in the kingdom. 

T’lc Earl of The Earl of Surrey faid, he believed when the honourable 
Si^rrejr Jjaroiict behind him had talked of the difficulty and inconve¬ 
nience that would be experienced at popular eleCfions, he 
meant merely at popular eledtions at a confiderable diflance 
from town His Lordihip farther faid, there were many 
parts of the bill that deferved praife, he wifhed, therefore, 
that thofe who had oppofed the late queflion for reform in Che 
flate of reprefentation, would, as a recompence to their coun¬ 
try, unite their efforts to make the bill as perfect as poffible, 
jthat the Public might have foroetbing like a reform where q, 
reform was fo neceflary. 
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Sir Jl^attheW'Pf^tte Rtd’ey {did, undoi^tedlT that, and that Sir M w. 
only was the idea; amd he inftanced t%e cafe of an cle£lion 
for Bnftol, where the voters are to be fetched from all parts 
of the kingdom. 

Mr. Jolhffe faid, he would oppofe even the fecond reading Mr. Jolliffe, 
of the bilh becaufe if the hill pafled, it would be imnofUble 
to alk a friend to dinner who was a voter, or to carry Iiim in 
your coach to the place of eledlion With regard to the 
claufe to prevent the giving away of cockades, that he ap¬ 
proved of. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, he thought the claufe putting a Hop to Mr. Conr- 
the giving away cockades perfeiSlly light, and perfeiSlly con-**“*y* 
liltent with the other meafures of Government, for as Admi- 
niftration were t.iking the necelTary Heps to prevent the ma- 
nuta 61 urers from making any more ribbands, ic was certainly 
right to put an end to the giving away cockades. 

Mr. Powys faid, he wilhed the honourable gentleman on Mr. P6«yi« 
the fime bench with him had not Hated his intention to give 
a negative to the fecond reading of the bill, but had let it 
alone till it were m a Committee. Mr. Powys faid, the no¬ 
ble Lord was fond of amuling lumfelf with bringing in hills 
of that kind, and his peifeverance was wondertul. They 
had had that bill before them m three different Parliaments , ♦ 

in one, by fome means oi other, if got up to the other 
Honfe , but he was happy to fay, it o' ver came back again, 
and they heard no more of it W'.h regard to the prefent 
bill, he wifhed to treaMt with all poffible^^erpe6l, and to let 
it go to a Committee, m order to lee what degree of relaxa¬ 
tion the noble Lord would evince, and how much of the bill 
he would confent to forego As it Hood at prefent, it con- 
iiHed of two parts, one of which was law already, and the 
other, he hoped, never would be law, becaufe it never ought 
to be law. Mr, Powy^s faid, if the fenfe of the Houfe were 
jnHHed upon being taken agaiiiH the fecond reading, he muH 
of neceffity vote with the honourable gentleman, but he 
really wilhed the bill might go to a Committee. 

Mr Le Mefurter faid, he certainly Hiould vote with the Mr Le Ms* 
noble Lord, for whofe fpirit and integrity he entertained 
grea*^ regard , but he would not tic hunfelf down to vote for 
the whole of the bill as it Hood, when it came into the Com¬ 
mittee. For his part, he did not admire the claufe which foi- 
bade candidates inviting the eledlors to eat and drink at their 
j^xpence, like a good citizen, he was a friend to good cheei, 
and was fure that he could not carry on an hour’s canvas 
Without It. With legard to the putting a Hop to candidates 

giving 
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giving away cockades^ unlefs they could prevent the wearing 
of cockades, the end of noble Lord could not be 
ed, for the evil lay in the wearing thenii and not in the give- 
jng, and while they vvere fufFered to be worn, the ele^ors 
might purchafe them theinfelves, and the fame matter be done 
indireftly that wjs now done direiSlly and openly Mr Le 
Mefurier was for having the bill go to a Committee, in order 
to be amended. 

Mti Pye, Mr. P)e agreed with Mr, Le Mefurier that the complaint 
with regard to cockades lay m their being worn, for as long 
as that was the cafe, the regulation to bind down a candidate 
from giving them would be inefFeiStual. Mr. Pye faul, he 
ihould be glad that the cuAom of giving cockades could be 
eileflually abolifhed; they often led to quarrels and didur- 
bances, as he had lately experienced, having recently Aood 
for a popular cledlion. 

Mr.Pow. Mr. Powney laid, he had known a county where the cock- 
ades had done much good. 

Mr«Cour- Mr Courtenay oblerved, that one gentleman had a predi- 
' taniy. ledion for cockades, with a particular motto; he thought, 
therefore, if “ Pitt and the Conftitution” were tlie motto 
adopted, it would fave trouble, and give fatisfa<Slion to the 
gentleman and his friends; he would, however, make one 
exception to pleafe the honourable gentleman who Ipoke laft > 
for inftance, the motto for the cockades for the borough of 
New Windlor fhould be ♦* 1 he King and the Conllitution.” 
Mr. Pow- Mr Powney rofe again, and faid, he believed it was the firft 
ncy» time any memberlat that Houfe had alluded fo perfonally to 
another, and mentioned any particular borough with an im¬ 
mediate reference to the perlon reprefenting it 
Mr. Mar. Mr. Martin fa«d, he highly approved of the bill, being of 
**“• opinion that candidates ought not to be put to any expence 
whatever, but that they Ihould be fent to that Houfe by the 
pure, unbought, and impartial fuiFrages ot their conAituents. 
In thefe days of degeneracy and corruption, every thing fe- 
rious and important, he obferved, was treated with levity and 
ridicule But thofe who thought properly upon the purity 
of eleflion would, he believed, concur in opinion that it was 
noi a fit fubjeft for jefts and laughter. Mr. Martin in parti¬ 
cular praifed the claufe about cockades, declaring that they 
put candidates to a very great, and, in fome cafes, an intole¬ 
rable expence, and only led to noife, riots, and difturbances* 

7 he bill was then read a fecond time^ and both bills were 
committed for next Wednefday. 


The 
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The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of Sup¬ 
ply, Mr. Gilbert in the chair, 

The Secretary at War (Sir George Yonge) moved-feveral re- The Secre- 
folutions, one for 800I. for a particular branch of the Scotch ** 
road®, another for the remaining fublidy to the Landgrave of 
HeHe; and a third for the remaining fubfidy due to the Duke 
of Brunfwick, and two others. 

That for the 800I. for the Scotch roads, occafioned a (hort 
converfation between the Earl of Surrey, Mr Rofe, Sir Jo- 
feph Mawbey, Mr. Courtenay, Sir William Cunynghainc, 
and others 

Sir Jofeph Mawbey rather obje 61 :ed to the idea of . pplying Sir Jofeph 
for money for fuch a purpofe, and argued againfl the propoli- Mawbey, 
tion of building a bridge on the road to Portpatnck. 

Mr Courtenay, afFe6lmg to mifunderftand the Baronet, with Mr Cour- 
a grave face, laid, he rofe to aflure the hoimurable Baro- 
net that there was no ferious intention, for the prelent, to 
build a bridge from Portpatnck to Donaghadee. He added 
many humorous remarks on the advantage that mull necelTa- 
rily refult from the making good roads through Scotland to 
the fea ports, declaring it would lerve to encourage the Scotch 
to emigrate, and to convey fupplies of food and cloathing the 
moie readily from Ireland; to which place good roads to 
Portpatnck would alfo enable them to lefort, and it was evi¬ 
dent Adminiftration held out every encouragement to them 
to go to that land of plenty. 

All the refolutions were agreed to. 

Pioceeded m the Irifti fyftem. 

Monday^ April 25. 

A fhoit debate arofe on a bill autlioridng the prize agents, 
appointed by the officers of thegarnfon of Gibraltar, to pay- 
all Turns that came into tlieir hands of the bounty allowed for 
the delliuftion of certain SpaniHi (hips of war. 

The bill was committed. 

Proceeded to hear evidence in the Irifh fydem. 

• Tuefday, April 26. 

Mr. Fox gave notice that he Ihould call the attention of Mr. Fox. 
the Houfe to the ftatement which Mr. Chan(;^llor Pitt had 
given of the revenue and finances of the country. Some al¬ 
tercation on this matter had, it Teems, lately happened, when 
he had the misfortune to be abfent. He would not at prefenc 
interfere in that debate, or fay who was r^ht or wrong, bgt 

he 
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he would fay, that it was an objeiSt about which the Public 
were natur'illy folicitous, and whica the Houfe ought per- 
to underftand. Various papeis had been laid before 
r ’ Houfe, and very promifing prefumptions entertained oji 
account They were foon to vote away their confti- 
tuent'’ /aooey , anti he was perluaded moll: gentlemen would 
v\idi ' -n that I '‘y ought to be well fatished on what 
P i| ' tl.t formed that part of their duty. This was 
til ‘-iiu I'.alcn lo' which he mejuit to offer his opinion on 
th i ^^afLicuhr, wi.icli, ther lore, he wilhed gentlemen would 
coiilider and revolve m their minds. 

Mr Chancellor Piit thought it would very much t^nd to 
facilitate the obje6t of the right honourable ilIc* nan’s mo¬ 
tion, whatever it nuglit be, if he wo‘’M i nke gentlemen 
fenfible what the diitt of it was. f 1 . vvould then turn it 
in their minds, and, by lining col ’ I it fairly and fully, 
come to a diviiion on it in fome tl f ^ < spared. He, there- 
foie, h.>ped the honouiable " iJi i.ian would more explicitly 
fay to what particular po- . « meant to call the attention of 
the Houfe. 

Mr. Foa did not know how more explicitly to declare what 
he meant by the mouoii which he iliould have the honour of 
fubinitting to the confideration of the Houle.—He wiflied to 
cftablifli lome fydem by which the revenue of line kingdom 
could be as nearly as poffible eftimated This was the direft 
objeiSl of his motion And he was willing to bring it forward 
the more readily now, becaufe from the attendance given in 
confeejuence of the Infli bulinefs, fldl pending befoie Parli.-!- 
inciit, the Houfe would be pretty full The extent of the 
revenue, as affording this country a prorpi^ct of lelfening their 
burdens, was the precife point of confideration, which he 
wifhed cveiy gentleman would difcufs within his own mind 
previons to tlieir coming to a new vote on the fubjeiSl of any 
farther fupply 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt would have no ohjeflion whatever 
agToft fuch a motion, as the right honourable gentleman 
could not be more happy in bunging the lubjeiH: of finance 
fully and accurately before the Houfe than he was. He had 
flatid various views which might be taken of the matter 
from ilie papers which had been laid befoie the Houfe, but 
whatever particular opinions might be indulged, this general 
conclufion he had laid down, and, as he apprehended, from 
prcmilrs .dtogetiier incontrovertihle, that the hii.inces of this 
country held forth much more promifing profpe^ts tliaii fome 
fliort time pgo coujtl have been imagined. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ed n faid, he would not enter into any thing which Mr, Eden, 
had now fallen from either of the right honourable gentle¬ 
men. He had nfen merely to exprefs his defire, that the 
papers iately moved for on this point might be laid on the 
table before Friday next 

The Qrder of the day being read for agreeing with the 
amendments made by the Lords to the bill, “ For appointing 
“ Commiffioners to inquire into the fees, gratuities, perqui- 
“ fites, and emoluments, which are, or have been lately re- 
“ ceived in the feveral public offices therein mentioned , to 
“ examine into any ahufes which may cxift in the fame , and 
“ to report fuch obfervations as fliall occur to them, for the 
“ better condudting and managing the bufinefs tranfaiSled in 

the faid offices feveral of the amendments were read 
and agieed to , but an amendment having been made, which 
was to fubjtdl the Commiffioners to the controul of the 
Privy Council, 

Mi. HuJJcy obje£led to the !imendment, as it, in his opt- ifr.HuflTty, 
mon, was wrong to controul the Commiffioners, who were 
to controul the offices. 

Mr Fox (aid, he never was a great friend to the bill, as it Mr. Fox. 
appeared to him not calculated to Jo any public ftrvice; how¬ 
ever, the Very elTence of the bill was,* by the amendments of 
the Lords, totally done away for the only thing palat ible in 
the bill w'as, that the Commiffioners were left to the fiee ex- 
ercife of their judgement, and not luppofeJ to be undti the 
controul of the Minifter, but, in the amendment of the Lords, 
that freedom was taken away, and they would now be fubjedt 
to the controul of the Pi ivy Council,* who might gne fuch 
inftrudtions as totally to defeat the intention of the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor Pttt defended the bill, and ftated, that it Mr Chan- 
was founded on principles of jufticeand oeconomy , as to the cdlorPm. 
amendment made in the Lords, it was not by his defire, nor was 
It done by any noble Lord who wus remarkable for h's attach¬ 
ment to the prelent perfons m office, but the Houfe might 
depend upon it, that as the bill originated withthepiefentMi- 
niftry, there would be but little fear of any perfon m the 
Privy Council giving fuch ordeis as would counteradl the in¬ 
tent of the bill, 

Mr. Fox faid, if he was not miftaken, the amendment came Mr. Fox. 
from Lord Sydney ; but, whether he was friendly or not 10 
the prefent men in power, was of little confequence, the 
amendment would, to all intents, deflroy the independence 
of the Commiffioners. 

Vox., XVIIL R 


After 
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After foine difpute, the amendment pafled , and another 
amendment being read, which was lelative to the power of 
controuling the fees to be taken, 

Mr. Shiridan ftated, that, in his opinion, the bill was, to 
all intents, a money bill , aiivl, therefore, any alteration be¬ 
ing made by the Lords, was contrarx to the privilege claimed 
by that lloufe. 

Mr. Chancelloi Tut defended the bill, and denied that it 
came within the defciiption ot a money bill. 

On the queftion being put, to a(;itc with this amendment 
made by the Lords, the Houle divided. 

Ayes - - 25 

Noes - - 13 

Total - 38 

Which being two lefs than fufiicient to form a Houfe, the 
Speaker adjourned immediately 

IVednefday, Jpril 27. 

On a motion to go into the Committee on Lord Mahon’s 
bill, 

Mr. Potuvj faid, tint’he objected to the Speaker’s leaving 
the clnir. T he bill before the Houle was, m his opinion, 
liable to nnny fubflantial exceptions. He thought it would 
incicafc, mftead of removing, the evil ot which it com- 
plainci' The principle of it was to deftroy all manner of 
good imdei(landing between tlie depots and the elecSlecl, and 
to render the moil good-intured aiSlioii ciiminal While 
thele fundamental defecSls lemamed, he could not be a fiiend 
to the mcafurfe. He never did like it. The objeds to which 
it pointed were two , to eft ddifti that which was already law, 
and that which never ought to he law ; and, therefore, he 
oppoltd its going into the Committee 

Lq^d Mahon ceitainly could not agree with the honourably 
gentleman ; but he chofc to defer anfwenng his objedlions 
now, as that, he believed, would be done more effectually m 
the Committee. 

The Houfe in a Committee went through the bill, 

^hurfday, yfpnl 28. 

The report of the Committee, to whicli the petition of the 
plate glafs manufaCluieis, and the petition of the glafs manu- 
ftiClurers of Newcaflle upon Tyne, and others, had been re¬ 
ferred for mveftigation, was n^oved to be read, and the fame 
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having been read accordingly, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, Sir William Dolben 111 the 
chair. 

A ftiort debate took place on a rcfolution to grant 7000I. 
which had been overpaid. It was negatived. 




Ft.dayy Jpnl 29 

Auounl of Payments into the Exchequet, hy the Raeivet Genet aJ of the 
Cuf.omsy ftn Lady Dry^ 177 S» to Lady Day^ 1785? both indujiue. 
dtjhngutjhing each Year and each l^attcr , too it hit iVitb the ‘Totals of 
each Year, 

Purfuant to an Order of tht Hon Houfe of Commons, daUd izth April, 1785 


The Quarter to 5 July, 1774 ■586256 16 

to 10 0 ( 51 :ober - 935*35 ^ 

to 5 lanrary, 1775 691109 9 

to 5 April - 593753 7 

Total of One Year to 5 April, 1775 
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81 

5 ^ 
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to 10 O< 5 tobcr 
to 5 januaiy, 1776 
to 5'Apnl 

One Year to 5 April, 1776 
'1 he Qu.ute* to 5 July, 1776 
to 10 Odiobei 
to 5 January, 1777 
to 5 Apiil 

One Year to 5 Apiil, 1777 
Tthe Quaitcr to 5 lulv, 1777 
to 10 October 
to 5 January, 1778 
to 5 April 

One Year to 5 April, 1778 
The Quarter to 5 |uly, 1778 
to 10 OiSlobei 
to 5 January, 1779 
to 5 Apiil 

One Year to 5 April, 1779 
The Qiiarter to 5 July, 1779 346827 

to 10 Qdlobcr - 756264 

to 5 Januaiy, 1780 683505 
to 5 April * 70^673 

One Year to 5 April, 1780 
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8 
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10 
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iS 
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The Quarter to 5 July, 1780 383233- P 

to loDftober - 935581 6 3I 
to 5 ]ariuary, 1781 696433 10 o|- 
tc 5 April - 612395 7 9i 

One Year to 5 April, 1781 - 2627643 4 i| 

The Qiiarter to 5 july, 1781 321417 13 io| 

to 10 D6lobcr 1145089 10 o 
to 5 January, 1782 712525 16 2| 

to 5 April - 457503 15 I5 

OneYcarto5 Apiil, 1782-2636536 15 2| 

The Quarter to 5 ]uly, 1782 668592 o 9^- 

to 10 October - 916477 5 1 

to 5 lanuary, 1783 818989 19 9I 
to 5 April - 579514 9 

One Year to 5 April, 1783-2983574 2 4% 

The Quarter to 5 J^^y> ^783 457378 12 9 

to 10 Oaober 1054.963 5 2\ 
to 5 January, 1784 7^6463 12 7I 
to 5/pul - 385951 1^ 7^ 

One Year to 5 Apiil, 1784———-2654757 7 a| 

The Quarter to 5 July, 1784 722595 5 8| 

to 10 06tober 12^3251 13 ii| 

to 5 January, 1785 984840 7 8| 

to 5 April ' 778717 19 2+ 

OneYeaito5 April, 1785-3719405 o 7 

I or WILLIAM MELLTSH, J^fq. 

4 

Rccc j\er -Zt neral, 

T. MILLS. 

M Account of the Net Pioduc of all the 1 ‘cxe^ p anted fnee tic yh^Dry 
of January^ 1776,/o» one iZ.t, ended the yh Day of Ap iIf 1765. 

C u ,S T O M S. / d. 

Glafs, 5th July, 1777 - - - - 

Imported will's April, 1778 - - ^ 8 

5I. per cent 1April, 1779 - - 165,728 15 iig 

Cottonwool, 7^0 - - - 1555 

Impoited wiiK'', 1780 - - - 57 j 03I 10 4 

Verdigreale, 24th June, 1781 - - 28 8 3 


Carried over 


£.282,509 17 cl 

T. obacco. 
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Tobacco, I ft January, 1781 

Tobacco and lugars, 17 81 

Tobacco, fnulF, and brandy, 1782 

Wax, 1782 _ - - 

Additional 5I. per cent. 51b and 25th July, 1782 

18I. per cent, on muflins, ift Auguft, 1783 

Bricks and tiles, 2d September, 784 

Silk and lead, 1784 

Paper, &c, nth Auguft, 1784 

Candles, ift Auguft, 1784 

Coflee, &c. 1784 

Total of Cuftoms 





£• 

r. 

4 . 

r 282,509 

*7 

H 

1,869 
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% 

479*556 
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145*445 
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6| 

1*537 
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SI 

208,199 
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*3*445 

12 

4 

0 

12 

0 

0 

2 

6 

232 



£• 1*244*52* 

17 

71 


STAMPS. 


Additional cards and dice, 5th July, 1776 
Additional ftamps on paper and parchment, ,5th 
July, 1776 

Ditto, 5th July, 1777 
Ditto, 2d Auguft, 1779 
Ditto, ill: June, 1780 
Poll horles, ill Auguft, 1780 
Almanachs, 24th June, 1781 
Additional policies, ill Auguft, 1782 
Additional IHinps on paper and parchment and bills 
of exchange, ill Aug. Sept. 061 . and Nov. 1783 
Additional cainages, 8cc. ill Auguft, 1783 
Addition il llamp duties, ill and 29th September, 
ill 06 lober, and ill December, 1784 


8,466 19 4 

63,489 8 10 
50*855 19 3 

25,241 9 11 

20,344 o 5 
105,757 o o 
1,339 o I 
93,883 II 10 

247,941 4 II 
9*443 17 3 

112,614 o o 


Total of Stamps 


739*3/6 11 10 


X I E. 


Additional coaches, 5th July, 1776 
Glafs - _ - - 1777 

Audlions, 29th Sept. 1777 


21,349 o O 
80,47 700 
40,314 o o 


Carried over ^.142,140 o o 

5I. per 
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Bi ought over 

5l.per cent, on feveral duties, and 15I. per ceiu. on 
malt, 5th April, 1779 - " " " “ 

Additional brandy, 30th May, 1780 
Additional 5I. per cent. 1780 - - 

Additional low wines, 30th May, 1700 

Additional iweets, 1780. 

Additional ftarch, 6th July, 1780 
Tea licenfes, 1780 

Additional Britilh fpnits, 30th May, 1780 - 

Additional malt - - - 1780 - 

Additional 5I. percent. 1781 

Men fervants, 2ift May, 178^1 _ - - 

Old cocoa nuts, 5th J ul y, 17 81 
Addition ditto - 1781 

Additional fope, 5th July, 1782 
Additional coaches, 1782 

Table beer, 5th July, 1782 

Additional 5I per cent. 5lh and 25th July, 1702 

■ General liccnks, nth Sept. 1784 - - - 

Paper, &c. iithAuguft, 1784 - - - 

Ijnens and fluffs, 2d 0 ( 51 . 1784 " 

Bricks and tiles, 2ci Sept. 1784 - 

iSl* per cent, nth Aug. and 2d Oct. 1784 

Additional candles, ill Aug. 1784 


A. 

C 

178;. 

d. 

142,140 

0 

0 

124,334 
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3 

54,040 

0 

0 

38 > 5 oS 

0 

0 

11,129 

5 

0 

6,983 

0 

0 

25,611 

0 
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0 

0 

19,122 

6 

6 

228,158 

0 

0 

82,322 

2 

3 

52,812 

0 

0 

607 

0 

0 

262 

0 

0 

94,256 

0 
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0 

0 

22,542 
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0 

86,540 

2 

3 

42,082 

0 

0 

3 ’^ 3 S 

0 

0 

3 >o 85 

0 

0 

20,159 

Q 

0 

1,012 

0 

0 

45^052 

0 

0 


Total of excifc' 1,199,077 18 3 


INCIDENTS. 
Houfes, sth Apiil, 1778 
Additional lalt, 10th May, 1780 
Ditto - 22d June, 17S2 

2,3001. per week letter money, 1784 
Hackney coaches, 1784 

Dicenfcs foi'idling lottciy tickets, A 178^ 

Stamp ptr Bank, 1783 

Men iunnts, 5th Ji. 1 ., 1777, (aricars) 


116,438 II 9^ 
58,004 17 1 

58,895 4 4 
43,700 o o 
z|,8oo o o 
1,000 o o 
12,000 o o 
460 7 6 


Tot-J of lociilen-s {,• 295'-')9 ° 

Total of cuftoms, ftamp 5 >e\ufc, aidinculcnti £,• 3 i 4 '/ea 7 S ^ 4 * 

toheucr. .1.0 .,.h day JOHN iTu77H N. 

ofju^nss • North 
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North Britain. 

An Account of the Produce of the fevetal Tuxes gt anted Jtnce the ^th da^ 
of Januaty, 1776, for one year^ ending the ^th of Apt il^ 
de/ed tn the Votes of the honour able Houfe of Commons, of the 2 ^th of 

Aptlly 1785. 

Taxes granted fince the 5th of January, 1776 P.oducc fw 

Undei tiie management ot the Comnuffioiicrs of Ex- "8 

cife 111 bcotland. '?«*• 


Wheel carriages 
Audlions 
Pei cent, duties 
Ditto 

Spirits imported 
Eow wines and Ipirits 
Addition.d malt 
Additional Iwetts 
Additional ftaich 
Tea IicenP^, 

Pei cent, duties 
Male ftrvants 
Additional fo^ie 
Whfd carriages 
Per cent, duties 
Additional candles 
Additional papei 
Bricks and tiles 
General licenies 


Commenced 23d May, 177^ 
Ditto 29th Sept. 1777 

Ditto 6ih A pill, 1779 

Ditto 3 ^^ ^I'lyj * 7 ^® 

Ditto 31ft Miy, 1780 

Ditto Miy, 1780 

Ditto 3ill May, 1780 

Ditto 6th July, 1780 

Ditto 6th july, 1780 

Ditto 6ih (ul), 1780 

Ditto CthApiil, 1781 

Ditto 2ift May, 1781 

Jhno 6th July, 1782 

Dnto 6th Ju^y, 1782 

Ditto ahtii july, 1782 

Ditto 2d Aug. 1784 

Ditto 11th Aug. 1784 

] 3 itto 2d Sept. 1784 

Ditto iilh Sept. 1784 

ens Ditto 2d Odlobcr, 1784 


Additional printed linens Ditto ^ 2d Odlobcr, 1784 
Cotton fluffs, and hcenfes to bh iche’ * of cottons,, otc. 

commenced 2d Odobei, 1/^4 “ “ " 

Licenfes for retailing wax and f.eimaceti candle*, 
commenced 2d Odober, 1784 


£• 

1,426 

1,706 

7j494 

1,508 

1,182 

6,408 

i 5>777 

2 

954 

271 

6,424 

4^158 

5>207 

h 553 

6,569 

3^356 

334 

555 

3 d ?5 

450 


s» d* 

4 o 

3 9l 

15 II* 

1 

6 9 

5 o| * 

3 3 . 

3 ^ 

17 a| 

6 9 

2 Ilf 

II ii{ 

o o 

19 n 

o 6^; ' 

7 9 

4 lof 

16 7 

7 Si 


1,198 16 7i 

3 S o 


Total 69,668 6 lof 


Excifc Office, \ loth Tunc, 1784* 
^Edinburgh, J 


T W’HARTON. JAMES BRUCE, Accomptant. 

ilLB. LAURIE. ROB. CHALMERS, Accomp.General 

ANDREW HAMILTON, D. Comptroller. 



P ARLIAMENTARir 


A. 1785, 



dn Account of the Produce of the feveral Taxes tmpofed by any A^ paffed 
in the Tear 1783, as far as the fame can be made up^ dijimgutjhing the 
Produce of each Tax, 

Received on the additional duty on llamps, fince lA 
Auguft, 1783 > - - 361,236 4 11 

jFrom the Bank of England, as a compoiition m lieu 

of the above duty - - « 20,301 7 4 

On the additional duty on carriages, lince 111 No- 
vimber, 1783 - * - 19,942 17 3 

£, 401,480 9 6 

Belides the above duties for payment 
of annuities granted in the year 1783, 
the duty of 181. per cent, on muflins and 
callicoes, from 3iil Auguft, 1783, m 
lieu of the duty of 15I. per cent, on 
* muilins and callicoes repealed by adl 23d 

Georgii Tertii Rs. has produced the fuin 
of - - - 136,714 4 I 


From the above fum of 361,236!. 4s. iid. muft be de¬ 
duced the fum of 84,020!. 12s. 4jd. carried to the account 
of the fund for payment of annuities anno 1782, to make 
good the deficiency of fo much calculated to have been 
the produce of the llamp duty upon inland bills of ex¬ 
change, promifTory notes, and other notes payable other- 
wile than upon demand, by aiSl: 22d Georgii Tertii Rs. 
which a( 5 l was repealed by aft 23d Geo, Tert. Rs, 


Exchequer, the 15th day 
of April, 


JOHN HUGHSON. 



Aii^Vh* 




m 


An Account of the Produce of the feveful Taxis hkpofed hy any AA ef Att 
lafi Seffion of Parliamenty as far as the fam can be made ja^; 
guijhtng the Product of each fax. 


Received on the duty on Hlk and lead, 1784 

on paper fince i ith Day of Auguft, 1784 
on candies jQnce sA of Auguil, 1784 
on general licenfes fince loth Sept. 1784 
on Z5I. percent, fince zrth Auguft, 1784 
on linens and fluffs fince 2d Odlober, 1784 
on bricks and tiles fince ad Sept. 1784 
on the addit. duty on hackney coaches, 1784 
on additional ftamps fince ill Sept. 1784 
2,3001. per week letter money, 1784 


£• iw A 

I3>44| « 4u 
3,235 12 o 
46,160 2 ^6 
42,082 o o 

Z,OI 2 O 

3,085 o yaj 
ao,i 7 o $ 
4,800 o 
115,411 O dr 

43»?o® o 

- . 


^.291,109 to 

Befides the above duties for payment of 
annuities granted in the year 1784, the 
duty on coftee has produced « - 232 2 $ i 


Exchequer, ths 15th dty 
of Apnl, 1^85. 


JOHN HUGHSOeR 


North BritaIH* 

An Account of the feveral Taxes mpofed lajl BeJRon of Parliametdy 
their refpeUtVe Commencements^ to the yh of fanumjf 178 c, 
as far as the Retut nS are come th jl dfitngUiJhinr the Produce of tiltb 
Tax : As ordered by the Pates of the Honourable noufe ef Comment ^ 
tub of Aprils 1785. 4 


TAXES. 


Dates of the toa- 
meaceroent. 


Waih from malted cotn, &c. 1784. Nov. ift. 

Ditto from melafies -* - . . 

Rum imported from the BHtifh 
plantations, at 4$. 8d. - Sept. ift. 

Additional dhrty on candle# - Aug. ift* 

voL* xvm. S 


£• 4 : 

II9708 2 IS 

237 ^ 

8,227 *3 t 
*^480 6 iqI 
Liccoft^ 



PAR*LI-AME^T*ARV 


for j;etakl4Qg wax and 
i|h<i^a<;^ti candles 
Additional duty on paper 
Ditto on linens, cottons, &c. 
Bncks and tiles, &c. 

Excife lioenfes . ^ 


•i. i»S;. 

c* *• *• 

—— 050 

,iQth- at9 16 7i 

Oft. I A. 466 6 4i 

Sept. ift. 552 o i| 

10th. 9>495 o Ol 

Total - jC* *6,386 18 6i 


Esctfe Office, Edinb. JOHN EDGAR, Accomptant. 

, aadApwl, I 7 * 5 ‘ JAMESy RAJ 54 SAY, Accomptant General. 

ExJ per ANDREW HAMILTON, D.Cpmptroller. 


GILB. LAURIE. 
GEO. BROWN. 
J. WHARTON. 


ifccount of the Net Produce of all the Tavti, from Michaelmas 1783, 
to Chtijlmas Eve 1783; together with the Totals, 


CUSTOMS. 


From,Michaclnnas ty ^ j . 


jm^mes and Vinegar, 31 July, 

171^ • ~ ~ 

Tobacco, 31 July, 1716 and 

1781 - - - 

Eaft India goods 

35]. per ton on French wines 
imported, aoth Sept. 1715 
^ditiqnalfubhdyon tonnage 
1^ |)oundage,2iO<!I*i76o 
i-3d additional fubfidy, 179^ 
Ad4itjonal poundage, 1747 
and 1759 . “ , “ 

Gum Senega, 1765 and 1774 

Eaft India wroughtAftis, 1796 
Tobacco and fi^ars, 

Tobacco, ftwC and brandy, 

1782 „ - - 

Cotton wool, 1780 
Vcrdigreafe, 1781 
Wrought plate, 1756 - 

f Pepper and raifins 


36,004 16 9 

32,259 II 1; 

44>433 17 

4»557 8 si 

3509,072 2 9 

37,873 13 ” 

144,709 16 a 
31 10 10 

125,976 17 2 

28,956 15 3i 

* 

394 * 


Fr^tn Michjclmat 1784, 
to Chnftmah I< ve 17B4. 


36,533 ^ 4 i 

17,234 8 I 

CL'JfO^H 8 lOi 

1,204 4 > 

112,403 18 4i 
4^567 4 

1*6,513 8 7i 


108,770 17 II 

44 , 5 fi 6 n ;ii 


48 11 

5,597 i 




A 217 »$. I> 1£' AT T ,3* 


ijr 


All wines imported, 174^, 

iC* 

s. 

d. 

£‘ 


d. 

1763,1778, and 1780 

16I. per cent, on mullms 
Cambneks and fugar, 1776 

61,223 

4 

10 

75.S80 3 

01813 

7 

ff 

Canvas ahd lawn, 1767 
f fubiidy, 31 Jaly 1712 and 

420 

0 

I 

2 » 4 Si 

14 

8i 

1714 

Drillings and broad linens, 

34 ,S 7 « 

IS 

lOl 

7 i» 73 S 

10 

iii 

1767 

Additional impofitions on 

2,026 

6 

9 

8,000 

0 

0 

goods, 3J July, 1716 

16,762 

II 


60,938 

7 


5l.ppr cent. 1779 and 1782 
2-3ds fublidy, 8 March, 17x1 

62,688 

3 

7 i 

144,176 

12 

81 

Sr 

25*4” 

9 

5 

44*005 


Brandy, 29^ptember, 1736 
Goods exported, 8 Mar. 1710 
Coals, 8 March, 2710, 29th 
Sept. 1710,1714,1719,1757 
Coals and Eaft India goods, 

5»037 

12 

10 

3,222 

10 

g| 

J 2 >S 79 

x8 


Hi 34 T 

2 Hi 

115,400 

lO 

ii 

131*310 

xS 


1765 

id. per ell on foreign fail cloth. 

4*693 

18 

3 

S» 47 i 

6 


1715 - - 

4^ per cent, plantation duty. 

8 

3 


47 

*4 

9 

17*5 

1,009 

>3 

7 l 

4,960 

& 

r 

Coinage duty on wines 

i,C8o 

1 

Hi 

1,492 

7 

4 

Ditto on fpirits 

Spices and pidures 

Addl. fpices and white callicoes 

504 

17 

lOi 

42 

17 

0 

7 

4 

4 i 

Sugais, &c, 29 Sept. 1764 

2,488 

8 

7 

1,226 

IS 

S 

Afelailes, &c. 1766 

Apples imported 

Candles, 1711 and 1715 

310 

21 

18 

18 

9 

0 

780 

2 

xo 

2 

XQ 

0 

Sppe, 10 June, 1712 
Additional fope, paper, and 

6 

8 

9 

0 

18 

4* 

1 

other dotie$> 2d Aug. 1714 

3 

4 

4 ' 

0 

9 

2 

Enumerated duties, 1715 

100 

0 

0 

370 

0 

6 

Hides, 24th June, 17 ii 
Additional hides, (larch, and 

3 

IS 

lOi 

16 

13 

n 

’ drugs, 10 June, 1712 

4 

16 

2 

18 

17 

!• 

Glafs imported, 5 July, I 777 
Rice exported, 1773 

Whale ^s - - - 

Glafs, paper, &c* 20 Nov. 1767 

18 

S 2 

9 

74 

im 

‘S > 4 

6 tfi! ^ 
PiiM 



’* 3 * 


P ARtlAMENT ARY A.»?»l* 


' Fines and forfeitures 
Silk and lead, 1784 
Bricks and tiles, 1784 




^.911,297 I 31- 1,093,284 8 2l 


EXCISE, 


09 years cxcife 

Candles, 1711,17 iS» ^^nd 1784 


Hops, 1715 ’ 

Sope, paper, and other duties, 
' loth June, 1712 and 1714 
^nditional fope, 1782 

fpints, 17 36,1 743 > 1 740 , 

1751.1760, 176-^1 and 1780 
wines, 1736, I 743 » ^ 74 ”, 

170.1760, 1762, and 1780 
"Brandy, 1736, 1760 and 1766, 

1762 and 1780 

5I, per cent, on feveral duties, 
and i^I. per cent, on malt, 
5th April, 1779 - - 

£1, per cent, on feveral duties, 
1780,1781 and 1782 
Menfervants, 1781 
9d. additional excife per annui¬ 
ties, 1706 

Plate liccnfes, 1758 
Coaches, 1747, 1776,and 1782 
Addit. 3s. per barrel on ale, 1761 
'Table beer, 1782 


Audions, 1777 
a-7ths of 9d. per Bank 
5-7t][is of ditto 
3d. additional excife - 
sweets, 1737 and 1780 
Hides, 24th June, 1711 and 


1712 . - - 

WircandBarch, lojune, 1712 
iAdditional ftarch, 1780 


30,740 O o 
17,458 o o 


98,122 13 6 
27,012 o o 

21,994 o o 

8,897 o o 

129,416 o o 


30,185 o o 

56,202 o o 
12,159 o o 

30,739 o o 

2,221 O 3 

43,162 O O 
96,912 o o 
5,981 o o 
9,903 o o 
8,782 17 I 
21,957 2 II 

10,238 o o 
912 o o 

48,260 o o 
6,571 o o 
6^056 o o 


jf, J. 

27,841 o o 
29,022 o o 
1,103 o o 

116,452 :o 7 
25,581 o Q 

27*037 17 8 

11,176 4 8 

146,775 o o 


22,487 o o 

37,360 o o 
13,304 o o 

27,842 o o 
1,597 o o 
39,396 o o 
86,398 o o 
5,642 o o 
9,586 o o 

7*954 II 5 i 
19,886 8 

9,269 o Q 
2,712 o o 

47,026 o o 
8,025 ^ ° 
7,146 o o 
Cofiee. 



A. 1785. D E 

BAT 

E 

$. 




-f- » 

s. 


£. 


d. 

CofFee, 1724 

2,448 

0 

0 

270 II 

0 

Old and new cocoa nuts,1781 

678 

0 

0 




Tea, 24th June, 1745 

I 33>887 

18 

1 

25546 16 

m 

Tea licenfes, 1780 

2,942 

0 

0 

3 > 5 i 6 

0 

0 

Licenfes for retailing fpiritu- 







ous liquors, 1743 and 1752 

2I>257 

0 

0 

20,744 

0 

0 

Glafs, Sthjuly, 1777 

19^^75 

0 

0 

^ASS 

0 

0 

Addit. malt, 1760 and 1780 

105,321 

0 

0 

146,122 

0 

0 

Cyder, 5th July, 1766 

2,108 

0 

0 

1,071 

0 

0 

Hereditary iiul tempoiary ex- 







cile, 2Sth Odfobei, 1760 

30,232 

10 

9 

30 > 5*5 

12 

% 

2,700!. ptr week excile 

48,100 

0 

0 

48,100 

0 

0 

Gtnei al licenfes, 1784 

— 



30j02I 

0 

0 

Linens and ftuUs, 2d Oft. 1784 




148 

0 

0 

Kricks and tiles, 1784 

—— 

— 


85759 

0 

0 

paper, Ac. iithAug. 1784 

— 

—— 


109 

0 

0 

1.090,531 

2 

7 

J> 039>997 

12 

S 


STAMPS. 

Pamphlets and ftampt p ipers 
Stamps per Hampei ofhct,i 747 
Paper and parchment, Qift 
July, 1710 

Piper, caids and dice, 24th 
Tunt, 1711 - 

Additional cards and dice, 15th 
April, 1756 

Ditto 1776 - - - - 

Additional almanacks, 1781 
Policies of infurance, 10 June, 
1712 _ _ - - 

Additional ditto, ijune, 1765 
Apprentice duty, i May, 1715 
Ale licenfes fince Eafter 1756 
Additional damps on paper 
and parchment, 5thjuly,i757 
Do. 17C9 . - - 

Do. 1702 . _ - 

Po, 1765 . - - 


& 

j. 

d . 

£• 

s » 

dU 

9.339 

0 

0 

75830 

0 

0 

793 

0 

0 

782 ’ 

0 

0 

7.39S 

0 

0 

7,824 

0 

0 

4.563 

0 

0 

3 > 9 i 2 

0 

0 

2,108 

0 

0 

1,897 

0 

0 

2,040 

0 

0 

15853 

0 

0 

666 

0 

0 

920 • 

>0 

0 

1,832 

0 

0 

» 553 i 

0 

0 

215 

0 

0 

205 

0 

0 

1,087 

0 

0 

957 

0 

0 

17,061 

0 

0 

17,010 

0 

0 

22,339 

0 

0 

245477 

0 

0 

2,032 

0 

0 

I5931 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 


0 

0 

131 

0 

Q 

282 

0 

0 


TK 



1$^ 




S)o. *777 ^ 

Hb* td Aogttit, 1779 
JSSfi/kvAJm^ 17S0 - 

Ibaunp dutieSf zft 
A«||^ iBrSept. sftOdhand 
^iflrNov. 1783 
Hl^ ift and 29th S^t. and 
.*,jft'0€fc« 17^4 
1M'ikaffes» lilAugtift, 1780 
Adfitegp^ ctCT, ift Aog* 1782^ 
pkper and porch- 
„lMht, 1731^ 
l^pet p^ lottery> I7J4 
Winelicehfe^ 5th July, 1757 
cirt tages, i ft Aug. 1783 
S ta wps per Hank 
Ificd^s ftf leHing lottery 
tJdfcmr amro 1784 


S* i* 

18,07^* o o 
11,690 o O' 
4V847 o o 
3»i77 o o 


26,298^ o o 


26,137 o o 
26,402 o o 

10,811 o o 
3,669 o o 
3,846 o o 

h?27 7 4 

2,301 o o 


£.210,637 7 4 


17Sj|f. 

£ s* d, ^ 

19^98 a 

o’ o 
5,908 o o 
2,365 o o 


46,173 o o 

14,667 o o 
2 Ij 4 S 3 o ^ 
24/450 o o 



o o 
o o 
o o 


6,000 o o 


1,000 o o 


247,097 o o 


INCIDENTS. 

?Wt, 1759, 1780, and 1782 
fdol* per Week letter money 
a»3P0L per week letter money, 

* 1784 « » - - 

^ Seia’fcrrcs/ *7^®, 
dStto 

Coffipofttions, ^ ditto 
^let^tidA d«ty, ditto 
l^nesi and forfeitures, ditto 
jSnt of^a light houfe’, dhto 
H^nelF of leafed, ditto 
AHum mines, dittto 
laidkcti aifcdpedlars, 17^0 
Fenf bf hddfctiey coaches, i) 11 
Jittcf 1784 - 

6IL. pbr hif. on penddns, 6cc. 



s 


102,744 

14 

3^: 

9,100 

0 

0 

11,201 

n 

81 

49 

18 

6 

• 

138^ 

16 

0 

1,200 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

11,000 

0 

0 


£ ^ 

i 

4 

101,885 

4 


9,100 

0 

0 

9,200 

0 

0 

5>495 

2 

4: 

90 

19 

4 

0 

3 

4 

' 40 

0 

0 

2,eio 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

2,506 

0 

0 

1,800 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 


IS. deduction 



A. 


ft B T .B S. 


IS. ^clu6|ion 4cc. 

1758 . . - 

Letter money, 1760 
Firft fruits of the clergy 
Tenths of ditto 
Men fervants, 1777 (arrears^ 
Houles and windows, 1747,0® 
Ditto 1758, ditto 
Windows, 1762, ditto 
Houfes and windows, 1766 
Hou&s, 1778 


Sm 

.23,118 s ^ 
35,000 o o 
5 > 76 i S *4 
9 » 7 S 2 J£ 4 

200 o o 
500 o o 
300 o o 
122,508 z6 8 
37,888 43 3|. 


42^090 

Sf ^40 

9,188 

29 

1 

o 

o 

206,362 

3 S^ao 


s* 4 ‘ 

.0 »• 

6 II 

19 o 
17 6 
13 t 

JO 


--- ----- ^ 

372,964 8 357*98* *’*^ 3^11 

■ j ' I — . ... 4; ' ^, jna. . 

Total of cuftoms, excife,! ^ ^ ^ o a ^ 

ftamps, aad incident,7 £‘hi«SA'i 9 ^9 4 W^.360 » H 


Exchequer, the 15th day 
^ Aj?nl, S7»5 


JOHN ^VaJfS^3^ 



la* PARtlAMENT ARY 

A. 1 

7 «^. 

^ Account cf the Net Pt oduce of all the Taxes from Chri/lmas Eve i 

78 ?» 

to the ^th JOm of Aptil 1784 
5<A Day of Jprtl 1 785. 

; andfrom Ch ijlmai 

Eve 1784, to the 

CUSTOMS. 

From Chnftmts 
178 

Fvc 

From Chnftmas 
1784, 

Eve 

to 5th April i"i 

84. 

to yth Apr 1 178 

>1 

Wines and vinegars, 31ft July, 

iC« 

d. 

£• *• 

d. 

1716 - - - 

157845 17 

s 

24802 13 

8 

Tobacco and vinegars fince D®. 

17,978 8 

11 

117197 3 
86,028 2 

10 

£aft India goods ditto 

25!. per ton French wines im¬ 

10,373 16 

2 

Ill 

ported, 29th Sept. 1715 - 

j^ddit. fubfidy on tonnage and 

2,818 7 

10: 

3,886 18 

7 

poundage, 25th O^. 1760^ 
I*2d additional fubiidy, 8th 
March, 1706 

Addit. poundage, ift March, 

37,892 2 

2 

92,525 12 

9 

i 3»435 S 

7 l 

26,568 9 

01 

1747 ; 

19,680 4 

33 : 

39»930 4 

IT 

Ditto, 5thApiiI, 1759 

Gum fenega, 24th Junt, 1765 

20,467 5 

61 

61,508 II 

8' 

and 1774 

Ball India wiought fdks, ill 

15 4 

6 

119 13 

10 

Auguft, 1716 

Addit. tobacco, ift January, 

0 18 

0 

r-. 

V, 

0 

0 

I 

1781 - - - 

1^660 17 

9 i 

63 I 

3 t 

Tobacco and fugars, 1781 
Tobacco, fnuff, and brandy, 

2 i >533 16 

lOl: 

105,126 10 

2 

1782 - - - 

Cottonwool, 1780 
Verdigreafe, 24th June, 1781 

24,680 18 
69 12 

4 i 

0 

39»9i2 9 

3 

m 

25 17 

0 

Wax, 1782 

1*873 11 

m 

I7537 2 

St 

Pepper and raifins 

2 r 

6, S'* 3 8 

3; 

Imported wines, 1745 

10,487 7 

6i 

10,888 19 

I 

Ditto, 17-63 

13,412 12 


12,172 19 


Ditto, 1778 

iS >099 4 

8* 

i 3 » 73 S 18 

4 l 

Ditto, 1780 

1 81 . per cent, on muflins, 

12,836 11 

9 i 

9,287 11 

6 

31ft Auguft, 1783 

Cambrics and fugars, ift 



86,000 0 

0 

AuguiV, 1766 

945 8 

4 

431 4 I 
Pinvas 



A. 1785. 


DEB 


Canvas and lawns, ift Auguft, 
1767 

fubfidv, Siiljuly, 1712 “ 
Ditto, "1714 

Drillings and broad linens, 
25th May, 1767 
Addit. impolltions on goods, 
31ft July? 1716 
cl. per ccnU on floods, ill 
April, 1779 

Addit. 5I. per cent, on goods, 
5tli and 25th July, 1782 
2-3ds fublidy, 8th March, 1711 
I3randy, 29th Sept. 1736 
Goods exported, 8th March, 
1710 _ - - 

Coal«, 8th March, 1710 
Coals, agih Sept 1710 
Coals expoited, 2d Aug. 1714 
Coals, 25th March, 1719 
Additional coals exported, 5th 
July, 1757 

Coals exported, and Eaft India 
goods. III June, 1765 
id. per ell on foieign fail cloth, 
29th September, 1715 
4 j percent, plantation duty,D° 
Enumerated duties, ditto 
Coinage duty on wines 
Ditto on fpints 
Spices and picflures, 24th June, 
1714 

Additional fpices and white 
callicoes, ditto 
Sugars, He. 29th Sept. 1764 
MelalTes, &c. ill Nov. 1766 
Apples imported 
Candles, 25th March, 1711 
Ditto, ill May, 1715 
Ditto, ill Auguft, 1784 
Sope, 10th June, 1712 
Additional fope, paper, and 
other duties, 2d Aug. 1714 
VoL. XVIII. 


A T 

E 

S. 



* 3 t: 


j. 

d . 


s. 


502 

4 

2 

6,65s 

14 

s 

21,700 

17 


21,508 

1 

s 

0 

0 

17 

8| 

21,508 

1 

si 

192 

16 

II 




6,507 

5 

0 

21,043 

»3 

2 

16,119 

i8 

11 

41*854 

7 

9 

15*003 

9 

III 

40,937 

*4 

4 i 

l'>,220 

18 

8 

48,189 

8 

n 

1,429 

2 

6i 

16,842 

5 

4 

5.810 

8 

n- 

8,218 

3 

n 

19,812 

17 

8i- 

21,699 

7 


27,412 

6 

3 

31*565 

2 

8 

1,608 

IS 

1 

2,51(1 

6 

S ’ 

16,141 

6 

i 

4 

19,462 

2 

0 

2,17s 

7 

8 

K) 

V. 

lx. 

00 

2 

6 

1,901 

6 

0 

7,261 

r 6 

4 r 

42 

3 

3 r 

50 

12 

3 

3*^27 

19 

11 

4,500 

0 

0 

6 

2 

6 




1,012 

6 

21 

3,'^86 

4 

10* 

1,862 

8 

8 

6 * 7/3 

6 

2 

8 

3 

4 





20 

17 

8 

1*293 6 7 i 

437 

8 



469 

4 

lOi 

i 

258 

17 

0 

0 J© O" 

1 

16 

8 

9 ft 5 - 

X 

16 

8 

0 ^ 

—- 




88 

6 

10 

2*003 f I 

45 



1,001 ^ 
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s. d. 

Hides, 24th June, 17 ii 

48 

12 3 

3>o53 3 

4 

Additional hide&, ftaich, and 

drugs, 10th June, 1712 - 
Paper, iithAuguft, 170*4 • 

57 

19 3 

3»o65 14 

0 

- 

— 

0 12 

0 

Clafs impoited, 5thjaly,i777 
Whale fin - - - 

Crapes, &c. ifl: Au^ufl, 1766 
Rice exported, 1 7 ^ ^ 

Coffee, 1784 

Silk and lead, 1784 

■potal of cufioms to 1 ^ 

5th April, 17 84 J 

94 

10 

4 i 9»945 

0 6 

6 6 

0 6] 

AO 9 

2,000 0 

37 19 
232 2 

135294 5 

8 

0 

ol 

6 

il 

Total of cufioui'. to 5 tli 7 \piil, 1785 — jf. 

990,209 14 

7 l 

EXCISE. 


c- 

T. 

/*. 

d» 

years excife 

Candles, '’5th March, 17 ii 

4i,ij6g 

0 0 

4457^8 0 

0 

20,678 

19 4 

29,194 0 

0 

Pitto, lit May, 1715 

Ditto, ift Augnfi, 1784 

28,651 

0 0 

29,194 0 
30,924 0 

0 

0 

Hops, iff Auguft, 1715 

Sope, pa pci, and othei duties, 

loth June, 1/12 


10 5 

61,774 

0 

Additional ditto, ^d Aug. 1714 

40 ^ V) 

0 0 

44,158 

0 

Addit. fope, 5th |uly, 1782 

23 ,P 2 

0 0 

25,293 

0 

Bntilh fpiiits, 29thSept. 1736 

7.^75 

0 0 

8,636 

0 

Addit. ditto, 25th Mar. 1743 


0 0 

9,156 

0 

Ditto, 1746 

4yj40 

0 0 

4,172 

0 

Ditto, ift Jul>, 1751 

135992 

0 0 

I 05297 

0 

Ditto, 21 ft Apjil, 1760 

4 ^,600 

0 0 

37,409 

0 

Ditto, 2ift lanuiry, 1762 - 

8,830 

0 0 

8,538 

0 

Ditto, 30th Miy, 1780 

8,941 

0 0 

8,1)63 

0 

Brandy, 29lhSept. 1736 

77>59i 

0 0 

129,084 

n 

Additionil ditto, . ift Apiil, 

1760, and ill: July, 1766 

22,216 

35641 

0 0 

38,392 0 

0 

Dittip^aift Jammy, 1762 

0 0 

6,738 0 

0 

Ditto, joth’Miy, 1780 

19,581 

0 0 

13,485 0 

0 

towuines, 2yth ^ept. 1736 

45015 

0 0 

4,853 0 

0 

Addit. I>®. 25lhMarch, 17J.3 

4»79i 

0 0 

4,909 0 

0 

Ditto, 1746 

2>492 

0 0 

2,319 0 0 

Ditto, 



A. 178J;. 


DEBATES. 


Ditto, ift July, 1751 
Ditto, 2ift April, 1760 
Ditto, 2 lil; January, 1762 - 
Ditto, 30th May, 1780 
5I, per cent, on feveral duties, 
and 15I. percent, on malt, 
5th April, 1779 
Addii. 5I. per cent. 1780 
Ditto, 1781 

Ditto, 1782 - , - 

Men fervants, 2 ill May, 1781 
C>eneral licenfes, 11 Sept, 1784 
0(1. additional excife, 1706 
riate licenfes, 5th July, 1758 
Coach, 25th March, 1747 
Ditto^ 5th July, 1776 
Ditto, 1782 

Additional 3s. per barrel on 
ale, 24th Janu \ry, 1761 - 

Table beer, 5th July, 1782 - 

Auctions, 29th Sept. 1777 - 
Papf r, i itli Augull, 1784 - 

Linens and Hulls, 2d 0 ( 5 t. 1784 
Hereditary uul temper 11 ;y ex- 
cile, '’5th Odtobti, 1760 - 
2-7ths ot 9d per Eank cxcife 
5-7thsol ditto - - - 

3d. addit cxcif(, 25111 March, 
1710 - _ - 

Swtets, 25th June, 1737 
Additional ditto, 17 So 
Hides, 24th June, 1711 
Addit, ditto, 10th Tune, 1712 
\V ire and ftarcli, to June, 1712 
Addit, llarch, btli July, 1780 
Collee, 24th June, 1724 
•Addit. ditto, 5thApiil, 1759 
Old cocoa nuts, ^thjuly, 17H1 
Addit. ditto, 5th July, 1781 
Tea, 24th June, 1745 - 

lea licenfes, 1780 
Bricks Mullile^, ’d Sept. 1*84 


iC- 

5 . 

4/. 

f >>993 

0 

0 

25 > 37 * 

0 

0 

5*164 

0 

0 

5*207 

0 

0 

29,070 

0 

0 

4^568 

0 

0 

27,702 

0 

0 

28,357 

0 

0 

4,605 

0 

0 

41*970 

0 

0 

1,240 

17 

6 

17*375 

11 

3 

^*352 

0 

0 

4,928 

0 

0 

139,316 

0 

0 

5*627 

0 

0 

i 3 >° 5 * 

0 

0 

m 


86,943 

7 

4 

I 1,991 

2 

11 

29,977 

17 

I 

13,980 

0 

0 

i> 75 * 

0 

0 

958 

0 

0 

37*954 

8 

6 

22,619 

0 

0 

8,00* 

4 

6 

7*593 

0 

0 

6,103 

I 

6 

1/7 

0 

0 


u 

0 

506 

0 

0 

21 0,0 

> 

2 

699 

0 

c 


I 2 


* 3 ^ 


X. 

s. 

d. 

6,058 

0 

0 

22,409 

0 

0 

5*074 

0 

0 

5*144 

0 

0 

22*495 

2 

S 

2 , 35 ' 

0 

0 

23,332 

2 

3 

22,912 

2 

3 

4,663 

0 

0 

8,491 

0 

0 

44,788 

0 

0 

1,320 

0 

0 

18,644 

0 

0 

4*403 

0 

0 

5*255 

0 

0 

151*427 

0 

0 

5*815 

0 

0 

11,020 

0 

0 

3,126 

0 

0 

2*937 

0 

0 

67,907 

15 

II 

I <*,796 

11 

6 

31*991 

8 

6 

14,920 

0 

0 

3*334 

0 

6 

1,676 

0 

0 

38,921 

0 

0 

23,103 

0 

0 

6,985 

0 

0 

6,309 

0 

0 

318 

8 

2 


^j,4.ur 16 

0 

I 580 0 

0 

1^,400 0 

0 

iSl. 

pe 
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jC- </. 


15I. per cent. 1 ith Auguft and 
2d Odiober, 1784 

£ ,7001. per week cxcife 
acenfei for retailing fpirituous 
liquors, 25th March, 1743 
and 1752 

Giafs, 1777 

Addit. malt, 8th heb. 17130 - 
Ditto, 30th May, 1780 
Cyder, 5th July, 1766 

Total of excife to 5thl f 

k April, 1784 ' J ^ ’ 


s, et, 

51.800 o o 

18,643 0 o 

17.801 o o 
24,756 o o 

7,82s o o 
604 o o 

292,220 3 6 


1,012 O O 

55,500 o o 


19,190 

217,035 

12,268 

5*500 

743 


Total of excifc to sth April, 1785 - ,^.1,312,612 6 10 


STAMPS. 

Pamphlets and ftamped papers 
Sumps per Hanaper office, 1749 
Paper and parchment, 31ft 
July, 1710 

Paper, catds, and dice, 24th 
June, 1711 

' Additional cards and dice, 15th 
April, 1756 
Ditto, 5th July, 1776 
Almanacks, 24th June, 17S1 
Policies of infurance, 10 June, 
1712 - - - 

Addit. ditto, I ft June, 1765 
Apprentice duty, i ft May, 1715 
- Ale hosnfes, 1756 
‘'JVdditional ftamps on paper and 
parchmi’m, 5th July, 1757 
Ditto, 1759 

'Ditto, 1762 - _ - 

^Dkto, 1765 

.Ditto, 1770 - - - 

J Ditto, 1777 
3 Ditto, 2d Auguft, 1779 
iftjmie, 1780 



j. 

J. 


s. 

d. 

10,685 

0 

0 

11,158 

0 

0 

839 

0 

0 

960 

0 

0 

* 2>399 

0 

0 

*5,526 

0 

0 

4,199 

0 

0 

4,978 

0 

0 

3 * 0^4 

0 

0 

3,17s 

0 

0 

2 , 93 * 

0 

0 

3,079 

0 

0 

339 

0 

0 

4*3 

0 

0 

J ,949 

0 

0 

1,962 

0 

0 

1,021 

0 

0 

678 

0 

0 

1,171 

0 

0 

*,252 

0 

0 

7,252 

0 

0 

*5,389 

0 

0 

18,267 

0 

0 

21,744 

0 

0 

2,516 

0 

0 

3,107 

0 

0 

81 

0 

0 

147 

0 

0 

177 

0 

0 

321 

0 

0 

* 5 , 4*4 

0 

0 

18,182 

0 

0 

12,322 

0 

0 

*5,230 

0 

0 

8,393 

0 

0 

9,176 

0 

0 

3,241 

0 

0 

5,942 

0 0 
Addit. 


■ns 


V Jr 



A. 
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Addit. policies, I ft Aug. 1782 a4j093 o 22,t)Si o o 

Addit. carnages, I ft Aug. 1783 8,77a o 

Addit, ftamps on paper and 
parcliment, and bills of ex¬ 
change, ill Aug. ill Stpt 

ift 0£l. and ill Nov. 1783 37,521 o o 74,287 o O" 

Additional ftamp duties, ill 
and 29th Sept, i ft Odt. and 

ill Dec. 1784 - --96,710 o o 

Poll horfes, ift Augull, 1780 24,580 o o 34,052 o o 

Addit. paper and parchment, 

1731 - - - - 11,032 o o 12,725 o O 

Paper per lottery, 1714 - 5,520 o o 7,689 o o 

Wme hcenles, 5th July, 1757 3,833 o o 3,573 o O 

Licenfes foi felling lottery 

tickets, A° 1782 - - ago 17 o 

Ditto, 1783 - - - 300 o o 

Stamps per Bank - - - 6,000 o O 


Total of the Hams to 1 r 

to 5th April, 1784 J 1 

17 

4 




Total of the ftamps to the 5th April 

> 1785 

iC* 390>336 


0 

INCIDENTS. 


& 

s. 



s. 

<2. 

Salt, 5th April, 1759 

53»472 

3 

0 


13 

n 

Ditto, 10th May, 1780 


0 

ol 

16,828 

12 

la 

Ditto, 22djune, 1782 

* 3 » 4^5 

18 


17*039 

9 


700I. per week letter money - 
2,3001. per week let tei money. 

9,8 00 

0 

0 

10,500 

0 

& 

00 

t 




34 jSOO 

0 

0 

Letter money, 25th Oct. 1760 

44,000 

0 

0 

43,000 

0 

0 

Seizures, ditto 

3,282 

18 

0 

1,191 

1 

9 * 

Proffers, ditto 

16 

11 

2 

21 

12 

2 

Compofitions, ditto 

Fines and forfeitures, ditto - 
Rent of a Iight-houle, ditto - 

5 

6 

10 

11 
13 

0 

41 ’ 

4 

1 

0 

0 

Fines of leafes, ditto 

2,813 

0 

0 

1,224 

0 

0 

Allum mines, ditto 

Hawkers and pedlars, 23d 




480 

0 

Q 

June, 1710 

400 

0 

0 

748 14 7 

Hackney 





Pi^RLIsaME^TTA^HY 


Hackney coaches, 1711 
Ditto, 1784 

61 . per libr. on penfions, a4th 
June, 1721 

IS. dedudl on falaries, &c. 5th 
April, 3758 

Men lervants, 5th July, 1777 
(an ears) 

Houfes and windows, loth 
Oftober, 1766 
Houfes, 5th April, 1778 

Total of incidents to 


£• 

a, 50 o 


17,400 

10,000 

7 


1. d, 
O O 


o o 
o o 
7 o 


69,576 6 III 
22,938 4 4I 


Ak 1785* 

£ f 

6,909 15 8 
3,000 o o 

16,800 o o 

19,284 i6 74 


102,774 6 9| 

3 i >479 *3 3I 


Dtal of incidents to 1 r 

5th April, 1784 / 310 _ 

Total of incidents to 5th April, 1785 - £^ 373 i ^97 16 81 

Total of cuftoins, cxcifc,, 

ftamps, and incidents, i 2,198,006 5 2I 

to 5th Apiil, 1784 - J 

Total of ciiftoins, excife, ftamps, andl /• ^ 2 

incidents, to 5th April, 1784 - J ^ ^ 


Exchequer, the i ijth day 
of April, I7J>5 


JOHN HUGH SON. 


yfn Account cf the Net Produce of all the Taxes, from ChuJlmasFve 1783, 
to the ^th of famiary 1784; fiat mg and dijhnguijhing the Totals of CuJ- 
toms, PxLif, Stamps, and Incidents, 


Totals of Cufloms 
EkciIg 
Stamps 

Ini' iih iitc 

fixchequci, th«. 2':ith day 
•f ApnV ^7 5 


s, d, 

i 3 > 9*3 6 

87 >i 74 3 ^ 

11,470 o o 

15,996 18 41 £, s . A 

-ia8,^?5 o 41 


JOHN H U G II S O N. 



A. 1785. 


DEBATES, 


143 


An Atcount of the Net Produce of cU the ^axes,fi om Chrifmas Ezt 178^}, 
to the ^th of January 1785; Jlating and dijlinguijhing tfjc Totah oj Cuf- 
tomsy Exctfe, Stamps, and Incidents* 


Totals of Cuftoms 
Lxcile 
Stamps 
Incidents 

Fxchequer, the z8th(*ay 
ofApiil, 17^5. 


f* S* dm 

158,629 I 3 
166,511 11 9 
^ t:,6o4 o o 

58,927 19 Ilf £m d. 

439,672 12 II 


JOHN HUGHSON. 


Ai A cGU4it of tie Net Ptoduce of all the laxa, ft om il c '> cf Aluch 

1784, lothecthofAptil fating and dfin^uijh ng the Tctah 

of (nfom y EMifi, Stamps, and Initdcnts* 


Total of Cuftoms 

f* S* d'* 

34^*54 I Hi 


Lxe lie 

106,540 0 0 


Stamps 

21,098 0 0 

^ -r. 

Licide'^its 

35»373 H 6 


— 

197,165 14 6 

Exchequer, the a 8 th day 
of April, 1783, 

JOHN ’ 

iU Oils ON. 


An Account of the Nit Pi oduce of all the Taxes, fi rm ^ ''%'h of AT irch 
1785, te we ^h of April fatmt^ and clJi n^i J/)uig the lotah 

of Cufomxy hxcijcy Stamps, and Incidents* 


Totals of Cuftoms 
t xciie 
Stamps 
Incidents 

Exchequer, the zSth day 
of April, 1785. 


f* s* d. 
110,744 19 5I 
118,509 15 1 

39,doo o o 
64,653 8 oI 


J. U* 

333»3o8 3 7 


JOHN HUGHS ON, 

Mr. 



PAKLIAMEKTARY 


A. ^785. 


Hi 


Fuday^ April 2g. 

iSr Foil Mr, Fox rofe to make a motion on the ftatc of the public 
revenue, and to call the attention of tlie Houfe to the cal¬ 
culations and luppofitions which weie made by the right 
honourable Mr. Pitt. 

He prefaced his motion with faying, that whatever dif¬ 
ferences there might be in that Houfe upon queftions of a 
political nature, and in fpeculative opinions, there was no 
d'flerence with refpedi to tMc propriety and neceflity of fup- 
porting the public credit. The Houfe had in all adminiftia- 
tjons been uniform in maintaining the credit which had been 
lo urefill to us in our difficulties, and in countenancing every 
mealure which tended to the advancement of our revenue, or 
tlie fec’irity of the national creditor. It would not, there¬ 
fore, be imputed to him, that he rofe this day to agitate the 
Houfe on tlie fubjcdl: fiom motives of fadlion, or for the pur- 
polc of exciting al inns in the country. In what he fliould 
fay, he would give occafion to no fuch charge. It was his 
lirll and moil (arneil defire to fee tlie icvcnues of this country 
lendeied lo indubitably equil to om neceffities, that neither 
cavil nor ingenuity mould be able to excite terrors in the 
breafts of thole who had lent their money on the faith of 
Government; and he did not believe there was an individual 
m the Houle of different fentiments. 

T here had been, he faid, a good deal of convcrfation at 
different times on the Sinking Fund, and on the propriety of 
applying it to the neceffities of the flate—Without entering at 
ail into the queftion, whether it was wife m all poffible cafes 
fo to apply 't; or whether the public might not be more be¬ 
nefited by Its appropriation occafionally to other purpofes, he 
would not fay—T his was certain, that though it had been 
applied occafionally to make up for the year the deficiencies 
of any tax which might have failed of producing what it was 
calculated to produce, or to anfwer any hidden and unfore- 
fecn emergency, it never w as yet taken and applied to the per¬ 
manent payment of the annuity of any fum which we have 
had occafion to boriow; to this length we never yet had gojie; 
the wifdom of the Houfe had always provided by taxes a 
permanent fund for the payment of the national creditor; and 
the produce of the Sinking Fund was only held out as an 
additional fecurity to them, that in cafe thofe taxes fliould 
fail, their annuities would ftill be regularly paid. Tfie right 
honourable gentleman at the head of the finances, had feid 

fome 
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fome dlivs ago, tiiat by tht late produ^ion of the taxes we 
had confidence that the revenues of this country would an¬ 
nually produce the ium of fifteen millions and a half, which 
conftantly would leave a furplus of one million to be applied 
to the extinflion of the national debt. He would not be con¬ 
fident m the precife words which the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman made ufe of m flating this tadl; but finely this was 
the refult, and which his friends had adopted, with the moft 
fanguine difpofition. 

He was by no means pleafed that the ftate which he Ihould 
give of the accounts did not warrant the conclufion which 
the right honourable gentleman had drawn from them. He 
by no means wi/hed that his ftate of the public revenue 
ihould turn out to be the true ftate, in contradi£fion to that 
of the right honourable gentleman; but the Houfe muft not 
argue, that becaufe he went into thefe difcuftions for the pur- 
pofe of fhewing them that the conclufions which had been 
drawn from them were not well founded, that therefore he 
Was anxious to aftedl the public credit, and to lower the ftate 
of the funds. He was a&uated by no fuch motive. It was 
his opinion, that the true and only foundation on which the 
credit of this country could be maintained, was m the publicity 
and clearnefs of our accounts; it was in the evident determina¬ 
tion of Parliament at all times to look their fituatiCHi m the 
fhee, and neither to deceive themlelves, nor to deceive others 
with fallacious ftatements, which could only lerve iiiterefted 
pUrpofes tor a moment, while they might pioduce lafting and 
dreadful confequences to the country. Perfeftly to delpond 
Was as injurious as to be too fanguine. IDcrpondency would 
deprefs the genius, entcrpnle, and energy of the country : 
and again, to be too linguine in our expc6tations, would pic- 
vent us from taking thoft meafures which might be necellai y 
to our deliverance. Apprehending that the ftate of our 
finances was very different from that which the right honour¬ 
able gentleman had held out, it was his opinion, that though 
our circumftances were bad, they gave no rcifon foi de- 
fpondency; they weie yet to be retrieved; but they were 
only to be retrieved by our chearfully fiibmitting to new and 
to heavy burdens. This, m the prefent fituation of the 
courttry, was undoubtedly a melancholy profpeft; but he 
had too much confidence in the good fenfe of the people, and 
in the wifdom of Parliament, to believe, that when the 
nefceflity was made appafetit for new burdens, the one would 
eithbfhefitatc to impofe, or the other to bear them. 

VoL. XVIir. U He 
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He was afraid, that in what hte fhould have to Aate to the 
Houfe, he (hould make the neceffity for new bmdens too ap¬ 
parent. The right honouiable gentleman had laid before the 
Houfe a paper to flicw the comparative produce of the taxes 
of the quirtei ending the 5th of April, 1784, and of the quar¬ 
ter ending the 5th of A pi il, 1785. j 10m the amount of the 
latter he had argued, that the produce of all the taxes for the 
year would leave a fuiplus of ore million a^o^e the payment 
of all the innuities and cJlablifliments of the year. It had al¬ 
ready been Hated to the Houle, that to diaw this conc’ufion 
from this paiticul.nr quartei wroiild be fallacious, for that the 
quartei confil^cd of eleven days more than either of the other 
three. T.he quarUi in geneial w’'as ninety-one da^s and a 
fra6fion; but this quarter was one bundled and two days in 
length. 'Ihe amount of the taxes for this 1 mg quarter was, 
by the account produced, 3,066,000!. which multiplied by 
four, undoubtedly made tne produce of the taxes for the 
whole year is,-6o,oool. He avoided fiaflions to make the 
matter more rtadily intelligible. 1 he eleven Uays, however, 
which weieto be taken tiom this quritcr made the amount 
very dilieient. On an average the amount of the taxes was 
about ^o,oool. per day, whieh for the ele\endays amounted 
to 330,000!- and this multiplied b> tour, made the fum of 
1,300,000!. w Inch w as to be t iken fi om the calculation of the 
right honourable gentleman, 'fins, therefore, reduced th- 
annual produce of the peimanent annuities to ii,ooQ,oool. 
Add to tins 2,500,000!. for the amount of the land and malt, 
and the whole was only thnteen millions and a half, which 
was tw>o millions ihoit of the calculation of the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman. 

It was not a fair noi a tiue way of Hating the taxes, by 
taking the amount of a quai tu as a foujth of the year. The 
quarters foinetiines v.iticd cxecedinglv, and arguing in this 
w IV, from this paiticulai quaitc 1, was liable to much fallacy. 
1 Ic had it not m his power to ngui by companions of all the 
qu.trteia foi any givtn numlKi of \tj.i'*, but liaving an ac¬ 
count m Ills Jrand of the amount of the cuHoms for eleven 
yc«is, he did not thinK it would be unfan to aigue by analogy 
tiom them, and to lee how treacherous it would be to decide 
on the aixkount of the cuHoms for a v eai by any one quarter. 
In compning the leveral years, he would naturally pals over 
tire lali year, as bv the poHponement of the cuHoms due by 
the LaH-liidia Company, that year could not be fet m com- 
piiilon fo as to give any fair eilimate of the public levenue. 

The 
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The total of the cuftoms for the quarter emling the 5th of 
Apiil laft, was 770,000!. To aigue that th»s was a proof 
that the oth^r three qiiarteis would be equally pioduiSlive, 
he was afraid would lie \eiy fallicious, and would not be 
borne out by the expeiitnce ol toimtr yeais. It was a faifl, 
that whenever the Ipimg qu nter w as high, the fummer quar¬ 
ters fell off, and whenever it was low the iiimmer quarters 
made up for the deficiencies. 'The yens 1778 and 1779 
piefented inftances like the pieftnt ^eu ot higli Ipiing qtiai- 
teis * in the one, tlie cufioms amounted to 708,000!. and 
m the othei to 715,000!. nnd )ct it lo h ippened that theie 
two years were the loweft ot all the eleven yens, for which 
the account on the table vv is made up. Was it theiefoie 
reafonable to in%r, from the high amount of the cufloms m 
this quaiter, tlat ihe amount of the year would be equally 
or pioportionably high ^ 

Hut in this particuhr qinrtci on which the right honour¬ 
able gentlcmin liad calcuhtcd in lo iinginiie a manner, theie 
\\ci( le\tral Trticles which fliuck him m i vtiy forcible 
niTumi as being charged too high — Lift India goods, foi 
inftaiice, were ftated in tins qn iitci to h ive pioduc^ 86,oool. 
a lum lo much ibove wh it ^-’icy had ever pioduced in a for¬ 
mer quarter, tint he kiu vv not how to tike tint as 1 fouitli 
of the produce of this 11 tick for the vear. 1 he ivei ige pro¬ 
duce of this article for tlv 1 ift eleven ^cars w is but i20,oool. 
a year; and thequiitci tnding th( 5th of Aptil 1784, hid 
pioduced but io,oocI. On f leh i \.ptiience, it w i impoffi- 
ble that he could let down tins article at 340,000!. foi the 
year. Theie muft hive betn in tin. payments mide this 
quartei, fome irrcaiages paid up, or loine extiaoidinaiy eii- 
eumftances vvhich would not cntei into th( othej quarters, 
and which theiefoie it would be unfair to caleulitc upon in 
this ftatement. 

Another article ftruck him as cuiious — tiu duty ot f'gh- 
teeii and a half per cent, on mullins wai* ftitd to pioducf 
86,000]. in this quarter; this wis as much as the duty hid 
pioduced for the whole of tIu lift year. '1 he excife dutu s 
which were pud into the Exchequer at the rate of 3!;o,oooI. 
per week made another very mateiial niaecuiacy in this ac¬ 
count; for, by the addition of the eleven days in this quit¬ 
ter, the excife duties wen* paid for fifteen weeks. So that 
if this was to be taken as a foui th of the ytai, the jear muft 
copfift offtxty weeks inftf ad of fifty-two. 


The 





The il^mp 4uties which had been impofed nd) 4 ^ 

friepd (Lord John CaVendiih) were ft3te4 to have '|>roduce 4 
In t^s quarter a fum which very much auoniAu^i 

^nd which, if it were true, would very much pleafe him* 
He was afraid, however, there was no truth m tliis ilate- 
ment. The whole produce of thefe duties, which undoubt¬ 
edly had fallen fliort of their calculation, had never yet 
amounted to much above icx),oool. a year. To ftate, there¬ 
fore, that they had produced 96,0001. in one quarter, was 
a thing for which he could not account hovrever he might 
Wilh that the fa£l: were fo. The additional llamps which 
had been laid fmcc that time, were ilated alfo at 96,000!. 
This would give on each of thefe articles an annual pro¬ 
duce of 380,0001.; and he called upon gentlemen to fay, 
whether they e\pe<^ed luch a fum, or any thing like it, fron| 
thefe duties^ llefides this, iheit was to be mentioned other 
chaiges, which were evidently inaccurate the dedudkion 
from falaries, the compofition of the Hank for the whole of 
the ftamp duties on notes was 12,oooI. a year, and yet in 
this qiiaittr 6000I. of that fum was taken, and which there¬ 
fore could not be multiplied by four. 

It was wnpoffiblc that he could fpeak on thefe points with 
the authority of the right honourable gentleman, bef:aufe he 
had not the information. He conceived thefe things to be 
cuiious and unaccountahL, and he trufled that the right ho-r 
nourahle gentleman would explain them to the Houfe, m 
lupport of the reafoning and conclufio..s which he had drawn 
from this quailer. Thefe ai tides, which he h^d enumerated, 
would amount, intlie calc ul a Lon for the whole of the year, 
to upwards of 150,000!. but he undrrllood the ri^ht ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had faid, in his ilatcmeiit of this quar¬ 
ter, that there was one fum of 125,000!. to be dedudled, and 
that there was 100,000]. to arife in another quarter, which 
was not ill this. Not knowing precifely in the prefent ftage 
what were the ai tides on which the right honourable gentle¬ 
man h d Old, tint thefe dcdudlions were to be made, he would 
not 1 dift i * particularly on the particular objedlions as on 
the great objtdion to the eleven days m this quarter which 
were not m the others; and upon this he flill contended, 
there was a dediidlion to be made of 1,300,000!. from the 
(calculation for the year. 

Another way hau been taken m ilating this bufmefs•—in- 
ftead of multiplying this quarter by four> the two winter 
h quarters 
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^y^rt^rs ^ere t^eo together ^lyd multiplied by tyro. jBe 
conceived this alfo to be faJ^iQU^ though not peihaps fo 
fallacious as the other. He muft reifon on this alfo from the 
account of the culloms on the table. In that account he 
found that the average of ten years was about 74,ocx)i. m 
favour of the fummer quarters; and here it was to be obferv<«> 
ed» that taking it in this w^) there was a diderence of hve 
days in the calculation. 'liie winter quarters jiicluded from 
the loth ot Odober to the 5th of April; but one thing par- 
ttculaily derer\ed the notice of the Houle, and that was, that 
by the account of the cuAoins on the table, it appeared, that 
whenevei thefpruig quarter exceeded 700,000!. the lummti 
quarteis were proportionably low. But admitting this mode 
of A'lting the account, and multiplying the two laft quar¬ 
ters by two, to give the probable piodudion of the prefent 
yeai, the amount would be but 11,400,000!. which would 
ftiJl leave a deficiency of 1,650,000!. of the fifteen millions 
and a half Hated by the right honourable gentleman. 

He undeiftood tfie right honourable gentleman had argued 
fiom this account in another way • he had compared this 
fpring quarter with the fprmg quaiter of laH year; he confi- 
dered this as Hill moie fallacious; he had compared it witli the 
worH fpiing quarter foi the JaH ten veirs. Ihe quaiter ot 
laH yeai was had for the leafons he had Hited, namely, the 
poflponeineiit of tlie LaH India duties • but he begged gen¬ 
tlemen again to look at the account in their hinds of the 
cuHoms, they would find, that though the fpung quaiter of 
1784 was the worH of the whole ten vears, )et the year 
1784 was the bcH but one of all that peiiod. Nothing could 
be more erroneous than to argue, that horn the goodnefs of 
the fpring quarter the whole year was to be eHimated. It fo 
happened, that whenever thefpiingquaiter was higheH, the 
wfiole year was low — f or inHauce, 

The fpring quaittr of 1779 was - - - - 715,000 

The fpring quarter of 1784 u as - - - - 385,000 

Yet the whole of tlie year 1779 produced but 2,200,000 
While 1784 produced - - - - 2,600,000 

It was in vain theiefoie to argue from this mode of ftate- 
lyent; but he faid, that in giving the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman every thing he demanded, m Hating the account with 
a|l the pofuble advantages which could be enumerated, and 
omittmg all the objeiSlions which he had made, by laying 
tae two lymter ^u<p:ters togetherj and even permitting him 
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)to fay that the fummfer quarters would be better, granting 
that they would be better as fix ts to five, yet in this way, 
the whole amount of the permanent revenues, and of the 
land and malt, would be but 14,233,000!. which would bo 
.1 fum 300,0001. Ihort of what we had annually to pay, and 
1,300,0001. Ihort of the ftatement of the right honourable 
gentleman, by which there was to be a furplus of I,000,0001. 
a year of a finking fund. 

If therefore it was tlie determination of that Houfe to meet 
the fituatioii of the count! y faiily; if they intended, with the 
honefty and determination that became them,"to put the fi¬ 
nances of the country beyond the reach of cavil; give fecu- 
rity to the creditor, and manifeft to the whole world their 
dilpolition to be ftruftly lioneft, they muft lay additional 
burdens on the people to the amount of t,30o,QOo 1 a year. 
1 he alteinative was undoubtedly uuplealant; but no man 
could hefitatp one moment in making his choice. The alter¬ 
native was, that in the prefent moment, when the people of 
this country were labouring under taxes that were almofi: 
inluppoitable, thty iliould nnpofe new and heavy burdens 
on them to the amount of 1,300,000!, a ycai; 01 that the 
immtnfe load of this country fiiould be fufFeied to continue 
for ever; by which, when foine new ftruggle might occafion 
extraordinary calls, we muft be biought to that dreadful ftatc 
which no confide! ate man could look at without horror—a 
bankruptcy. Surely 111 this view of the matter, no man 
would IHitate one moment in his choice* he who could 
cheiifli m his bofom for one moment the idea of embracing 
the one fide of the altcrnatiw, muft have a head incapable of 
judging* a national bankruptcy would be national luin; and 
his head muft be ftrangely dull, or his heart inhuman, who 
could harbour fuch a notion. It was not to be thought of j 
and yet he knew that ftrange, mad, and atrocious fchemes 
had been engendered in the brains of feme men to this end ; 
but no piaiftical ftntelimn had ever thought of them, no 
wile man had ever coiinteinnced them, and no good man, 
bo tiufted, would ever adopt them. The right honourable 
gentleman had properly ftated to the Houfe, that it was only 
bv the gradual diminution of the debt that we could retrieve 
onr affairs. This was his opinion; and he fincerely was of 
opinion, that by cheSrfully fubmitting now to an increafe 
of burdens, our affairs might not only be retrieved, but we 
might be brought to a moie profperous condition than we 
had ever enjoyed. 


It 
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It be faid, let us wait another year before we lay 
any more taxes on the people. Let us fee what the refult of 
our wishes are: this, he faid, was truly impolitic, the lofs 
of a year of peace was a material lofs. If the fum was adlu- 
aliy not wanted; if there ihould at this time tie a finking 
fund, the increafe of that fund would be a blefiing, and the 
year of peace ought not to be loft, though he knew it was 
the opinion of fome men, that wai was the proper time for the 
diminution of the national debt. Perhaps it might be faid, 
that he puftied Minifters to do this, in order to make them 
unpopular, becaufe it muft be an unpopular raeafure to lay ad¬ 
ditional burdens to fo large an amount. If fuch fhould be the 
imputation thrown on gentlemen who rofe m that Houfe to 
deliver their opinions on fubje 61 s of revenue, it would be wife 
^ar them to abfent themfelves whenever lubjedls ot finannce 
were mentioned , but no fuch imputation could with juftice 
be brought againft thofe who fairly offered to fliare m the 
unpopularity by affifting the Minifters m the talk. 

He concluded with faying, that it was his intention to have 
moved, from the grounds which he had ftated, that it appear¬ 
ed to the Houfe, that the permanent revenues of the country 
amounted only to between eleven and twelve millions, but 
not being able to ftate the piecife amount, he did not think 
that fuch a motion would have the accutacy which the Houfe 
fhould require, and therefore he propofed to move, “ *1 hat 
a Committee be appointed to inquire into, and ftate to the 
Houfe, the annual netpioducc, fioin the 5th ol Apnl 17S5, 
of the feveral taxes now fubfifting, which were granted 
previous to the 5th day of January 1776, dillinguilliing 
each year, together with the totals, and ftafng alfo the 
“ avera^ of the produce of each ta^, and of the totals. 

“ And alfo the produce of the feveial taxes gianted fince 
*' the 5th day of January 1776, for the year ending the ^tli 
“ day of April 1785, 

“ And alfo the amount of the public debts, as tliey flood 
“ at the receipt of His Majefty^s Exchequer on the 5th day 
of April 1785, with the annual intercft, and other chirges 
“ payable thereon. 

** And alfo the amount of the Exchequer bills, Navy biPs, 

“ Ordnance bills, and other unfunded debts. 

“ And to report the fa6ls to the Houfe w itb their obferva- 
“ tions thereon.” 

Mr. Eiktt rofe merely to fecond the motion, having fully Mr 
fubmitted his fentiments on the matter in queftion upon a 
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fencfier ocearGon; he fai^, be would only otfferVe,* CKact ov^y 
fhbfequent reflection and inTormirtion, as well as the argu¬ 
ments wliich he had that day heard^ conflrmed his origiital 
opinion, and he continued to think, that the flatements of 
the public rcfvenue which were brought forward were highly 
erroneous at leafl, if not fallacious. It was become ot the 
vtmofl; importance to the Public to have thofe ftatements 
fairly and completelv brought to the teft of truth ; and fuch 
Was the object of the preient motion, founded on a well- 
known precedent, and calculated merely to dnable the Houfe 
and the Public to afcertain the actual and probable produce 
ot the! revenue, by precife accounts, and the criterion of 
long aveiages. The flatements which the Committee were 
rccjuiied to prepare by the motion, might undoubtedly be 
prepared by the revenue officers, and might afterwards be 
difcuiled by the Houfe, but it leemed better to collet and 
fettle them in the moll intelligible lhape under the iiifpection 
of a Committee. 

With relpecSl to what his right hoiioutable friend had 
ftated upon the comparative differences of the two half years 
on which the Qiancellor of the Evchetjuer had placed fo 
much llrefs: he mull obferve, that if the diflerence between 
thofe two half years was ellimated at 700,000!. (and it ought 
not, after all the obvious deducSlion, to be eflimated higher) 
that fum was folly accounted for by two circurnfta’hdes, which 
feemed to efcape gentlemens recolleftion. In this laft and 
boalled half year, there was an increafe of about 460,000!. 
Ill the duties paid by the Kaft-Tndia'Company, beyond the 
duties paid by that Comp my m tb‘d halt year ending m 
Apiil 1784, and there was alfo 246,000!. taxes of 1784; 
the ie two lums added together, w’ould be found to leave no 
riie in the half year ending the 5th of April 1785, on which 
anv argument of a great increafe could be built. 

TJ>erc w IS, however, one circumflance in the paper pre- 
fenttd by tlir Receiver Geneial of the cuftoriis, which was 
\ery cncoui aging and comfoitable to the Public, and there- 
fi>ie he fflt pleafurO 111 remarking it. Thii pet produce of 
tl\e culloms for the year ending the 5th of April 1785, ap¬ 
pealed in that papeir to be 3,720,000!, lie would not adopt; 
the inodfrn lealonings, and inf^rfiom it, thattjie next year’s 
produce would be equally high. fllll lels would he prefome, 
that bccaufe this was 8o®,ooo!. higher than the preceding 
veilr’s produce, the next fubfequent year would advance 
8oo,oooh farther. But he would obfcr\e, that it jnecurred 
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fully to the fair produce of the <dd branches of the cuftoms, in 
the moft profperous tiroes: the average net pioduce of 
the cufloms for eight years, eaidinc' in 1776, was above 
2,500,000!. and the taxes eflabliihedfinte upon the cuiloms, 
together with the difcounts, might be ejftimated at about 
1,200,000]. upon the 3,720,000!. This profperous Hate of 
trade was, perhaps, chiefly owing to the energy of the king 
dcsn and of the merchants, but perhaps alio it was in pai r 
owing to the meafures adopted againfl: fmuggling. He was 
far from wifhing to detradl from the merit of thole meafures; 
he had always differed, and continued to differ, from fome of 
his friends, m thinking that the tea a£l: and the fmugglmg 
were likely to have a gradual and material eifedt in the 
improvement of the revenue: and though he had dilapproved 
of die flew window tax, it was not becaufe he difliked its 
principle, but becaufe he thought it injudicioufly executed, 
and proportioned in a manner unjuft to the community, and 
injurious to the old window tax, whicli had conlcqutnrly been 
much diminilhed. He neverthclefs entertained faNOuraoie 
cxpedfations from the effedl of the plan. 

I'he queffion was rc id from the Ch nr. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that during a confideraole pai t of Chw- 

the right honourable gentkman’s ngumLnt who made the 
motion, he had cxp^’iSted his motion would ha\ c been of a 
very different iiatmc from what it at length turned our to he. 

From what Indfillcn fiomlnm it the beginning oi his Ipcech, 
he was inclined to think dm his propofition would Inve 
gone to eAablifh it as i dodfnnc, thit whcievn i 1 ix vias 
found to be deficient of the pioduce, at vs Inch it had ongi 
nally been eflimated, the mmiftei of hinnce w is bound to 
make up that puticuhr deficiency by i nfw tax, without 
confidering the degree in which otbei bianchrs of rhe icvcuuc 
might be found to make compcnfitjoii, thus dnc<5ling his at¬ 
tention to minute and individual objects inftr a I of cinbr icing 
and regarding the general amount of all th tiAts. Ihe 
right honouiable gentleman, however, he fiid, hid difap 
pointed him by taking a new giound, and he was re idv to be 
lieve that the motion which they hi I thf n heaid made, was not 
that which It was his original intention to have offered. He 
fuppofed, that li h^ht in which the right honourable gentle¬ 
man had viewed the ’ <S1 fince his firlfc notice to the Houfe, 
when he acknowledge hat he could not afccitam what his 
motion Was to be, though a motion at all events he was de- 
VOL. XVIII, X termined 
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termined to make, or perhaps even his own arguments, which 
he had juil now delivered, had perluaded him, tliat it was 
perfe( 5 lly out of Jiis power to foiin any fixed and de¬ 
cided opinion, contiary to that which he had himfelf for- 
mcily endeavoured to imp!efs the Houfe with, relative to 
the prolperous ftate of our finances; and thercfoie he was 
defiroiis of a Committee, in hopes that they might be able to 
do It tor him. He was happy ever to ha\e it 111 his power 
to agree in lentiment with the light honourable gentleman; 
and on the prefent occation there were fome points in which 
their opinions did pi.rte<£tly coincide. In the firtl place, he 
heartily agieed with him v^hen he faicl, that to imprefs the 
Public with ianguine and flattering hopes of the piolpeiity of 
the nation in point of revenue, when thole hopes could 
only be lupported by fallacious llatcments, by concealment 
ot deceit, was a grofs violation ot duty in a nnniflei, but 
he wiflied the light honourable gentleman was as icady to 
concede to him on the other hand, that to promote dc- 
Ipondcncy ind dcrpati, by unfaii inilrepiefentations to the 
pHjudiceot tlie nation in her moft eflential and vital part, 
hci public credit, \va> at baft a‘ culpable. Aiiothei piincplc 
ot the light honourable genUtman he was alio happy to 
find conclpoiuled < xatSlly with his own moft iavouiite ob- 
an cjbjedf which he had novel loft light of lince he firft 
had tilt honour of a feat m that Houle, the neceffity of an 
t fficitnt and regulai linking fund, to be iinitoiinly, and, he 
would lay, unahcnibly applied to the cltnnnutioii and dif- 
chaige ot the nation il debt. He congratulated tlie light 
lainoL.i ible gentleman on his having become a p>ofLl)te to this 
mcaluie, hut Itill tluie weie foire of his collateral doiflrines 
on the lub|e<£l, m whieli he tould not but uitlci with him in 
opinion, lie denied tliat it was conli 11 y to the proper in¬ 
tent ot i linking fund ever to apply any pair of it to any 
ochc'i puipolc, except tlie diminution 01 tlie debt, not even 
to the piyment of the intcrr ft, tor, on the contrary, it had 
been, be laid, the eonftanu piavftice ol all financicislo to ap¬ 
ply It, if neceiruy, ftill nuking up the defieiency arifing 
fiom luch application by othei taxes; and indeed the linking 
tiHHi w Us it all times conlidercd not only as a lelourca for 
p lying oft' tlie debt, but was alio unifoimly underftood to be 
a eolJueril lecuiity to the public cieditors. he paid fome 
iioincil compliments to Mr. I ox foi his z^al on tbr lubjeiSt; 
n zeal however, viliirh, like that ot all new ct iverts, w^as,j|* 
he laid, rnoie ardent than ir'dic oiis; for m his great anxiety 
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tiiat a finking fund fhould be eflablifhed, he was defirous im¬ 
mediately to proceed to the impofition of taxes for that pur- 
pofe, without being fatisfied to ait a few months longer to 
fee whether thoic now in being would not be found fufficient. 
He returned the right honouiable gentleman his thanks for 
his readinefs to eafe him of the moll dilagrccable pait of his 
duty, that of propofing new taves, and hoped the fame dilpo 
lition would continue, if it iliould be found, contrary to his 
prefent expeditions, tliat they weie neceflary; for he fhould 
be more happy to fee all that brilluncy of eloquence, uid all 
that force of argument, exerted on an occafiori when taxes* 
were to bt hid on, than at a time when no fuch thmg w'as in 
agitation, or at all requifitc. Notwithflanding, he laid, thofe 
arguments of the right honouiable gentleman were, on this 
occafioii, ufelefs and inapplicable to any prefent obiccl of his, 
he Ihould not however forge t them, but would treafure them 
up mills memoiy foi inv future ufe to which they might Iv 
turned, when the fubjedl of taxition fliould come forwaul. 
And he hoped the Houle would icmcmber, that the light ho- 
nouiable gentleman, by lius extieme toi wardnefi, on tlie pie- 
fent day for proceeding to lay new huidens on tjie Puhhe, 
had pledged himlelf to luppoit whatevei iiieiluics of tTnance 
fliould flora any futuie dilappointments be found necefluv. 
He apprehended the folc objedl of the motion w' is to procui e 
for the Houle fuch information as fhould enable them to 
judge whether the prelent fyftem of taxes was fufficient with¬ 
out fiefli additions to anfvver the neceilary demands of the* 
difl'erent eftablilhments, and to afford a lurpliis lufficiciit foi 
a finking fund of one million annually. Now as this was 
the whole extent of tlie quefhon at prv.i(.nt befoie the 1 Joule, 
he fubmitted it to their confideratioa whctlier it would not 
be more advifcable to wait for the experience of i few 
months, and expeiieiice was, he obferved, the only inf illible 
criterion by which thev could be guided in a m itter of this 
nature, than to put the bulmefs into the channel propoled by 
the prefent motion; a mealuic liable to every dtgtee of un¬ 
certainty and enor that could well be expeefed fiom the 01- 
dinary mode of condu£ling fuch a buluiefs, befide othei disad¬ 
vantages which he would mention befoic he fat down. W ith 
regard to the grounds of obje£lion that were now taken to 
his former propofitions to the Houfe, he faid, they were ex¬ 
tremely different from thofe which had already been fug- 
gefted. If It were a general truth, that in all arguments, the 
fureft way to come to a mutual undeUlanding, was the ad- 

X Q henng 


* 3 $ 





PARLIAMENT AS.V A.f78j, 

Iienng to fome certain pretnifes, and following a regular an4. 
uniform fyftem of reafoning, or jn the common phraie^ 
flicking to ihe point; it was a truth that applied to queflions 
of a numerical nature, above all others; and yet, in the pre- 
fent inftancc, this principle feemed to be entirely forgot, for 
the particular calculation, on which he wafi then attacked, 
was one, which, until that day, had never been called in quef* 
tion he was happy to find, that thofe, which had been for¬ 
merly taken up, were at laft abandoned as untenable; by 
which It was to be underftood, that a tacit teflimony was 
borne nnfl them by his opponents themfelves. He defired 
the Houle to recolJedi, that when he made his feveral calcu¬ 
lations he had not done it with a view of adopting any one 
particulaily, as the foundation of his profpeifls concernirc the 
levenue, but only with a view to lead the minds of gr itie- 
men to the eafleft method by which they could form their 
judgements, in order that when tlie whole fuhjecfl came pio- 
perly before them, they might be more competent to decide 
upon It, having been in the habit of turning in thtir thoughts 
every difliniflion oi confideratjon into which it could poflibly 
be refolved. The calculation that was now enJeavoured to 
be overturned was that by which he had compared the two 
quarters ending on the 5th of April, m the prefent and laft 
yec^r, and grounded thereon a comparative computation of the 
produce of the two fubfequerjt quarters, thofe ending on the 
loth of Offoher in each year. This calculation, he (aid, had 
been princijially combated on two different grounds* Firft, it 
was obie6led, that the accounts of the quarter, ending on the 
5th of the ])rcfent month, contained the receipts of eleven 
days beyond the natural quarter to undeiftand this, it was 
jieccfTiry that the Houfe fliould b^ informed of the method of 
making up the public accounts m the Exchequer; the princi¬ 
pal body of weekly payments were, hefaidymade into the Ex¬ 
chequer on Tueidays and Wednefdays, and the day for 
making up the accounts was Fiiday; the cuftom therefore 
was, thut on whatevei day any particular fum was received. 
It was to be creU'ted and accounted for, as if received on the 
Iriday neireif to that day, whether precedent or fubfequent; 
hence he inferred that there muff always be a difierence in 
each quarter of between three and fix days at leafl, therefore 
the excefs of the numbers in the quarts on which fo much 
ftrefs bad been laid, was greatly reduced. Thus, he obferved, 
what was gamed in onC quarter, was loft in another, and th« 
whole of the relative accounts of the half year came to tlteir 
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proper level. The next objc<£lion was, that the laft quafter, 
including nearly the amount of the receipts for the whole 
year, upon i he new taxes, was not a medium from which 
any fair ^ i's,ii!ation could he drawn of a compaiative propor¬ 
tion betn the othei v^uairers, m which little or nothing 
could he received on the lame accounts. This, he faid, not- 
witlulanding th- rets with which it had been relied on, was 
by no me i’s * ' iled in fa 61 . Here he inllanced the horfe 
tax, the hi* IV, the game licenfe tix, and fome few others, 
which 'rd lot yet atfoided nearly the complement of their 
yeiih I venue. P’ehdes thefe taxes, there was, he faid, ano- 
the which would be found to yield an increallng produce, 
w'l. 1 the odium which had been fo induftiioufly excitetl 
againlt it had lubhded, and when people began to find that 
the inconvenience ot paying a trifling tax was not equal to 
that which they endured from their Icheraes and devices to 
avoid it, this wns the window tax, a tax which, confidering 
every circumftance attending it, had turned out to be the 
raoft nearly adicpnte to the produce at which it was efti- 
mated of any thit he remembered. He reprobatjed the con- 
dudf of thole who hul eiultavoured to create a popular op- 
pofition to the piyment of this tax, oblerving, that from 
what had fallen fiom the light honourable gentleman when 
fpeaking on the fubje£l of taxation and public credit, he 
thought he could not but agree with him in opinion, that all 
thofe who by their words, their writings, or their adtions, 
had fomented that general difeontent for which the window 
tax afforded a pretext, were guilty of the moft traitorous 
condudf towards their countiy. Here he anfwered the argu¬ 
ments which Ml. Fox had drawn fiom the fiate of feveral 
diffeient ttems in the accounts before the Houfe, particulaily 
that relative to the cuftoms on muflins, which, as nearly 
amounting to the whole of the ufual annual produce of the 
article, Mr. Fox had ftated as not to be looked forward to, 
with a view to any future produce for the remainder of the 
year: this Mr. Pitt confuted, by obferving, that the increalo 
m that article for the laft quarter did not arift from the duty 
being already paid for the confumption of the whole year, hut 
from the efficacy of the methods adopted for the luppielfion 
of fmuggimg, by which a confiderable quantity of the com¬ 
modity, which ufed to efcape the duty, had now been obliged 
to pay it. He alfo entered into Mr. Fox’s calculation, by 
imich he had end«ivoured to prove, that becaufe in the ac¬ 
count of the receipts of the ftamp duties of Lord John Ca- 

vcndifti, 
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vendifh, there appeared to have been paid in a fum nearly 
equal to the eftitnafe vi Inch Lord John, on the original mov¬ 
ing of them, had formed of their annual produce, therefore 
that there could be but little more to leceive on that head for 
tlie remainder of the year. To this he replied, that the right 
honourable gentleman had not taken notice that the account 
alluded to included the amount of Lord John Cavendilh’s 
whole budget, cveept one tiifling article, (that of waggons,) 
and obferved, thIt it would be extraordinary indeed if one 
quartei of the entiie taxes ot that inmifter, winch had been 
laid at the fum of hve l.undied and fifty thoufand pounds, 
but which at the lame time liad never exceeded three hundred, 
or thereabouts, fhould not amount to fo much as feventy or 
eighty thouland. Here he returned again to the laft-men¬ 
tioned calculation relative to the proportionate excefs of tlie 
fummt r quarteis beyond tlie winter qiiaiters. The principle 
which he had fuggeited as a fan giound for forming this cal¬ 
culation, vl^, th*^ uliial liipenonty of the cuftoms in the two 
fuinmer qnaiteis o.er the two winter quarters had, he ob- 
ferved, been oppofed by the right honourable gentleman on 
the fttength of an aveiage calcuLtion which he had luade of 
nine fucceflive years, during which nine yeais the principle 
was found not to operate. J his leries of years, he obferved, 
was the moft unfair of any which could he adduced to the 
aigumentin queftion, for they were mgeneial ycais of war. 
In war time, he faid, it was impoflihle to find any principles 
of realoning on lubjefls like the prefent applicable to times 
of peace, It was eifily to be imagined, that in time of war 
an cxtraoidinai y degree of fuccefs might attend the arms of a 
nation for one quaiterof a year, and yet the fucceeding quai- 
ters be calamitous and imfoitunate in an equal or gre lUr pro¬ 
portion. Hence tjic luccefsful quartei mufi: iitceflarily be 
more piodudlive of levenue by cuftoms than the otheis, 
whicli might alio be the cafe, without my fuch reverfe of 
fin tune, fiom tht ciicumftaiice of flnps waiting for convoy, 
or being detained m diiiant ports for want of leimen. Hence 
the average, which in peace was uniform and legular, be¬ 
came diftuibed and unfatisfadoiy in times of war. He af- 
ferted, that if the light honourable gentleman had gone back 
to a \)v nod of peace, and drawn his average from thence, he 
would liave found it to be fucli vs would have fully cor- 
Kfponded with what he had laid down as a juft mode of 
coniput''tion. He laid, that on general reafoning there wM 
nollnng moie evident, than that the fummer quarters muft 

neceftarily 
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necelTdrily afford a greater produce in the cuftoms than thofa 
of winter; but he would reduce thofe general grounds of ar¬ 
gument to particular facSts, by which the Houfe would be 
muchbettei infoimed. For this purpofe, he inftanced firft 
the culloms payable by the Eaft-India Company; this, he 
laid, was one of the moft important branches of the cuftoms, 
and yet in the lalf quartei we had received fo far Ihort of one 
quarter of the whole year’s amount, that the net fum on that 
account in the papers before the Houle was no more than 
forty-feven thouland pounds. In the tobacco trade alfo it 
w.is notorious, that a very fmall pioportional quantity of the 
Ihippjng ever ai rived fo early in tlie year as to pay the cuf- 
toms within the winter quarters; the fame waS the cale with 
the Weft-India goods, and m another branch of commerce 
the receipt of the cuftoms was entiiely confined to the lum- 
intr quarters,—the Baltic trade w is lo ciicumftanced, that 
the Blips could not fail from then rcfpedlive ports early 
enough 111 the year to arrive in England till the lummer was 
fai advanced. Hence, he contended, it was obvious that the 
future quarters of the prefent year niuft of ncceffity be far 
more productive than the former quarters. It h‘ad alfo been 
fuggelled, that the whole of the drawbacks on re-exportatjpn 
not having been yet p ud, left the produce confidciably greater 
than It otiierwife would have been. To thio he mlwered, 
thatfofai fiom there being any ground foi an argument of 
that nature, on a luppofition of a decieafe in tlu expoits; 
the tadt was, that they had been for forae timt pafl in a ftate 
of confiderable mcieaie, as was evident fioni the u turns 
fiom all the out-ports where they ivere more numerous than 
they had been remembered, and in the port of London they 
were nearly equal to the greatcfl extent to which they had 
evci reached. He concluded, that as the half yeai ending 
the 5th of April, 1784, produced four millions f \en bundled 
and eighty-thrce thousand pounds, and that ending the 5th 
of Apiil, 1785, preduced five millions eight hundicd and four 
thoufand pounds, if the enluing half yeai were to bear the 
lame proportion to ilic pafl, tint the two coirefpondinghdf 
years of the laft year bore to each other, the whole produce 
of the prefent yeai might be expeCted to amount to 
12,580,0001. which, with the land and malt taxes at 
2,400,0001. would make 14,980,000!. and leave a fum of 
only 420,000!. deficient foi the purpofe of appropriating a 
I clear yearly million for the finking fund propoled. This turn 
was luch as the hopes he entertained of the giowing com¬ 
merce 
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tnerce of the tjation, refpinng as fhe was from the heavy 
prelTure of her late fevere and difpiriting calamities, and rihng 
again into new life and vigour with a fpnng and elailicity 
that muft roufe the moft dcfponding, and give redoubled ani¬ 
mation to the moft fanguine. This fum would preclude the 
neceffity of applying to new burdens; but if there ihould be 
occafion, he had no apprehenfion that there could be found a 
(Ingle voice in the nation that would hefitate to proclaim the 
neceffity and good policy of fupplyuig the deficiency by new 
impofitions on ai tides, that fliould evidently and undeniably 
be produdive in the degree required. Here he appealed to 
the candoui of the right honourable gentleman, to the good 
(enfe of the Houfe, to every principle of political arrange¬ 
ment, whether it could, on any ground of prudence or pro¬ 
priety, bd*isxpedient to give up fuch favouialile expedations, 
as arofe from eveiy point of view, in which oui national re- 
fources could be put; expedlations, which the experience of a 
very few months would either eftablifti or ovciturn, and to 
proceed to the impofition of new buidens on then confti- 
tnents, m addition to thofe, under which they already la¬ 
boured, burdens which an event fo fhortly to arrive would 
v^oft probably prove to be unneceflary. With regard to the 
mode by which the right honourable gentleman endcavouied 
to carry his point, via. the appointing commiffioneis foi the 
jmroofes named in his motion, it was fuch, as if he had no 
objeiftion to the objedl, he could neverthelef* by no means 
agree to. He fold, he fhould be extremely forty to oelieve 
that theie weie not m th’at Houfe many purlons in^intely 
more capable of filling the office which he had the honour to 
enjoy than he was; but ftiU even badly fiipportcd as it might 
be, he thought it more properly vefted in him, a Icrvant of 
the Crown, and anfwerable for his conduiSl, th ui it could be 
in a Committee of the Houfe, liable to no fuch contiol from 
perfonal refponfibihty. He then went into a conjedluie of 
what would be the condu< 9 : of fuch a Committee as was re¬ 
quired by the prefent motion, which he luppoled was intend¬ 
ed to confift of members of difieieij|»opinions; they would, 
he faid, perhaps with lefs eloquence^ with lels vehemence, 
with lefs noife, and with lefs adlion, but not with Itis obfti- 
nacy, debate the fame points, and neaily in the fune manner, 
as the whole Houfe would do; there would moieover be a con- 
fiderable difficulty in appointing fuch n Committee as would 
give lat)sfa6lionto all fidesof the Houfe* here he lamented that 
It was not, fiom the orders of the Houfe, allow'able for bun 

to 
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to fpeak oat the i^rhole of his idea on the fobjedt; hot 
tiemen might very well underiland him, that there were fe^ 
veral difierent defcriptions of men in the Houfe, and that fome 
perfons would wiih to have one defcnption, and fooie ano¬ 
ther defcription, to compofe the Committee; for Ris own 
part, if his office was to be put into commiffion, heconfeifed 
he ffiould be extremely willing to be himfelf one of the com- 
miffioners, and would of courle wilh to have his own moft 
particular friends for colleagues. On the other hand, he 
imagined the right honourable gentleman would alfo choofe 
to be one of the Committee, and perhaps would have no ob- 
je^ion to being allowed to appoint the reft; m that cafe 
there would be no great difficulty to form fome judgement of 
the fort of report that would proceed from them; for not to 
mention the extreme facility with which the right honourable ' 
gentleman and his friends had formerly doomed the gieateft. 
commercial company m the world to bankruptcy—[Here a 
loud cry of Hear f hear f on which Mr. Pitt faid, he was glad 
to find the gentlemen fo fore upon the fubjeeft; he confidered 
It as a fign of their repentance,] The very little delicacy 
which the right honourable gentleman had fhewed to tho 
public credit, m coming forward with his prefent attack at 
lb critical a time, within a few days of that on which he in¬ 
tended to bring on a queftion relative to the finances, for tli® 
purpofe of providing for the funding of fuch part of the 
national debt incurred in the courle of the laft \iar as yet 
remained to be funded, and foi paying the intereft of thjR. _ 
fmall loan that might be found necelfaiy, plainly indicated 
which way their wilhes went, and what their real purpofe 
was. Upon the whole, he laid, the mealure propofed could 
have no good elFeft whatfoever, but muft be produifliive of 
many bad ones; it muft occafion a delay in the very bufinefs 
to which it related, the eftabliftiment of the finking fond; it 
muft tend to create apprehenfions for which there was no real 
foundation, extremely prejudicial to the ciedit of the Aatipn, 
and give a temporal y check to that rapid progrefs which 
had of late taken place in the funds; and which, if not 
thwarted by idle and ulelefs fpeculations of this nature, 
would Ihortly nfe to fuch a height as the profperous ftate of 
the public revenue muft, when more univerfally known, and 
proved by the experience of a few months, tend effeiftually to 
iecure, 

Mr. Fox rofe to reply. He began with obferving, that the Mr. Fwi, 
right honourable gentleman had thought proper toheftoW the 
VoL. XVlIl. Y came 
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naiu^c of a profdyte upon him. He ^efired to know at wliat 
period of hia political life it wa$^ that he had ever held any 
other than one and the fame language, re%e^ing the rieceffity 
of keeping up the Unking fund, fo as t<v be able to apply a 
certain Aim unalienably towards the discharge of the national 
debt, in time of peace. At all times, and on all occaAons, 
when queAions of finance were agitated, had be not con¬ 
tended, that unlefs this were done, the nation would be inevi¬ 
tably ruined ? How happened it then, that the right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman had discovered that it was a new dodtrine m 
his mouth ? With regard to his having declared, that the 
Airplus of the finking fund ouj^ht never to be applied towards 
the annual efiabliihments, or 111 difcharge of the public an¬ 
nuity, he had faid diredtly the reverfe; having declared, that 
It was, in his opinion, right fo to apply it, when a neceffity 
arofe,as Sir Robert Walpole and alibis fucceflbrshadoccafion- 
ally applied it; but he had at the fame time faid, that it ought 
not to be fuffered to remain as a fund appropriated to thofe 
purpofes geneially; on the contrary, its great object, viz. the 
applying it in diminution of the public debt, ought ever to 
be held in view. Mr. Fox reprobated Mr. Pitt’s argument 
as m the higheft d^ree fallacious and illufory. The right 
honourable gentleman, he faid, uniformly avoided and fiew 
from any computation grounded on the average of a number 
of years, and upoh experience, to refort to what^—a compu¬ 
tation built upon the amount of the produce of the two lafi: 
quarters, an amount exceeding any that had gone before for 
obvious reafons, joined to the amount of two fummer quar¬ 
ters, which accidentally had been the greateft of any two 
fummer quarters to be inftanced. This was, he faid, of all 
weak modes of reafoning, the weakeft. It was not merely to 
truft to vifionary fpeculation, but to that fort of fpeculation 
roofit liable to failure. With regard even to the confidence 
the right honourable gentleman had placed in his conjei^ures, 
in confequence of his boafted quarter ending April 5, 1785, 
he might find his conjeftures deceive him; fince the only 
quarter’s produce that had, Mr. Fox faid, greatly exceeded 
others, was a quarter in the year 1779, the remaining quar¬ 
ters of which failed beyond all example. Mr. F^ox defended 
Lord John Cavendilh's budget from imputation, and faid he 
filioulu not have imagined the piefent Admmiftration would 
have imputed blame to it, fince they could not have forgotten, 
that Lord John had been obliged to open his budget with^a 
three wedte after he had kifled his Majefty’s hand as Chan¬ 
cellor 
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dangerous, circumftances Ajjgfei; 4rife, from ca'afes wMely 
Ui^rent and of different tendency. He alluded to the ad¬ 
venturous csutdidates, who oppo(e4 the ariftoCTacy of a county, 
and who, to focure an election, might feed the prejudices of 
the commonalty, might fign tefts, andpledgmg themfelves to 
every felf-injunous prepofleflion, might find their way into 
that Houfe uqder engagements, and with abilities too, backed 
hy the popular clamour to urge new claims, ne\y reforms, 
frefh’luno^ ations^ The right honouiahle gentleman had ad¬ 
duced, as favouiable to his reform, that its principle was com¬ 
pleted in his plan, and was thus final; the right honourable 
gentleman might anfwer for himfelf, but who would fay, 
that a new man ihould not piopofe a new mode; and having 
cut down the prefcnptive harrier of the conflitution of that 
Houfe, would he not leave a breach open for every forlorn 
hope, qut crumenam pcrdidif, to enter and rifle at pleafure ^ 
And the more was this to be feared, as prejudices of the peo¬ 
ple might j'om too under the precedent to aid thofe who, by 
fuch ruinous means, would feek tp pufh him from his ftool; 
for It could not be faid that the prefent plan came up to the 
prefent declarations of the reformers. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had faid, that leaving the Conftitution m its 
prefent ftate, was tending to weaken the love of the people 
to their country; a more proper application might be made 
of tfiofe \vords; to mmvatc^ is tending to weaken the love 
of the People to their country; it was tending to weaken that 
confidence in that Houle, in a word, that attachment to the 
jold Britifh Conftitution, which arole from a prefcripti/e ve¬ 
neration, and which could r/ot belong to a new fyftem; much 
of patriotifm, and its moll eflential force, was founded on ha¬ 
bitual regard, and local and long prepoffeffions; thefe were 
what gave a fpree of charader, even to thofe who lived in,* 
and were prejudiced to countries, whether under the phyfical 
difadvantages, as the Laplander, or under political, as France, 
when compared with our clime and Conftitution. He clofed 
with obferving on an expreffion of Mr. Powys, tending to 
give the idea, that the bufinefs was brought forward by Go- 
vdrnment, and as a minifterial meafure. He could not look 
upon It in that light; he ha4 fupported, and ftiouUl continue 
to fupport that Admmiftration, from a juft fenfe of the abi¬ 
lities, and a full confidence m the integrity of the Minifter; 
an integrity which, even in the fpeech which he reprobated, 
gave a more beauteous glow and colour to the very luminous 
difplay with which the n^ht honourable gentleman had orna- 
* mented 



mented his fubjeft; but that, i£ on faclia ijnefttoxt, fd toljch- 
ing the deaifbft and moft i^j)ortant intereft of ev^i^ry En^lilli- 
man, he could i^rrender ms convi<£lion even to the tendered 
influence of the right bjiCntpunlble gentleman's deareil [iartiar 
lity, ox, moft honourable frcendftitp, he ftiould efteem himfelf 
not only unworthy to fit m that Houfe, but even in the cqm* 
pany of any honourable and good man whatever. 

Mr. Bankes paid very High compliments to his right ho- MnSaakHi 
nourable ftiend, but he laid he could not accede to the motion. 

Had It been a lyotion fqr a Committee, he would have voted 
for It, as he had regularly voted for the other qiieftions. Mr. 

Bankes by no means approved of purchaflng the boroughs 
with the public money. 

Mr. Chancellor Bitt ctofed the debate in a few Words, in Mr. Chin* 
reply to what had fallen from Mr. Bankes, as Mr. Banl^^s ceUorPu** 
objeCTion had been fingly*ftarted,by himfelf. Mr. Pitt pro- * 
fefled a very fincere friendlhip for the honourable gentleman, 
and faid, it gave him feniible pain to find he differed with 
him upon ground which he thought fo extraordinary. 

At about a quarter before four in the morning, tne Hou^ 
divided on the queftion, 

Ayes, - - 174 

Noes, • - 248 ‘ % 

Majority againft the queftion 74 

A corredl Lift of thofe Members who voted With the Hight 

Honourable William Pitt, on the above Motion for U 

Parliamentary Reform. 

William Charles Sloper, Efq. St. Alban's, Herefordihire 
Richard Pepper Arden, Efq. Aldborough, Yorkftur^ 

Nicholas Bayley, Efq. Anglefea 
Richard Penn, Efq. Appleby, Weftmoreland 
Richard Beckford, Efq. Arundel, Suflex 
William Wrightfon, Efq. Aylefbury, Bucks 
Hon. John Jefferies Pratt, Bath, city of 
Samuel Whitbread, Efq. Bedford, town of 
William Colhoun, Efq. ditto 

The Right Hon. Lord Delaval, Berwick, Northumberlatid 

Sir Chnftopher Sykes, -Bm-t. Beverley, Yorkfture 

John Nicholls, Efq. Blechingly, Surrey 

Charles Morgan, Efq. Brecon, county of , 

Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Efq. Bridgenorth, Shroplhire ' 
Alexander Hood, Efq. Bridgewater, Somerfetftiire 

M % 


Charles 
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Cisarles Sturt, Efq. Brid^rt, Dorfetihire « 

Henry Cruger, Eiq. Bnftol, city of 

John Aubrey, Efq. BuckinghamUbire 

John Call, Efq. dallington, Cornwall 

raul Orchard, Efo. ditto 

Right Hon. Ifaac Barre,' Caine, WHtfliire 

Sir Henry Peyton, Bart. Cambridgefhire 

Right Hon. Eail of Eufton, Cambridge Univerfity 

Right Hon. William Pitt, ditto 

James Warwood Adeane, Efq. Cambndge, town of 

George Gipps, Efq. Canterbury, city of 

Charles Robin fon, Efq. ditto ' 

Right Hon. Earl of Surrey, Carlifl^ city of 
John Parry, Efq. Caernarvonfhire 
.Thomas Steel, Efq. Chichefter, cijv of 
George White Thomas, Efq. ditto 
Right Hon. Lord Apfley, Cirenccfter, Gloucefterfiure 
John Lee, Efq. Clitheroe, Laticafhire 
John Lowther, Efq. Cockcrmouth, Cumberland 
Sir William l.cmon, Cornwall, county of 
J. W. Hcneage, Efq. Cricklade, Wilts 
Robert Nicholas, Efq. ditto 
William Lowther, b.lq. Cumberland 
Edward Miller Mundy, Efq. Deibyfliire 
F rancid John Browne, Elq. Dorfetmire 
Robert Preflon, Efq. Dover, Kent 
Hon. J.unes Luttrell, ditto 
Sir Charles Davers, Bart. St. Edinondfbury, Suffolk 
John Bullock, Efq. Effcx,/ county of 
hir John Rufhout, Bart. Evefham, A^orcefterfhire 
Charles W ilium Houghton Rous, Efq. 

Peter Bathurft, Efq. Lye, Sufiolk 

John Grant, Ffq. fowey, Cornwall 

Right Hon. Ixird Newhaven, Gatton, Surrey 

John lames Hamilton, Efq. St. Germains, Cornwall 

John Baynes Garforth, Efq. Haflemere, Surrey 

Thomas Poftlcthwaite, Elq. ditto 

John Dawes, Efq. Haft mgs, Sullex 

Right Hon. Loid Milford, Haverford W^eft, Pembrokeiliire 

John Scudamoie, Efq. Hereford, city of 

William Plainer, Elq. Hertfordfhire 

Edward Bearcioft, Efq. Hindon, Wilts 

RightHon. Sn Geoige Yonge, Bart. Honiton, Devonfliire 

Sir George Co kr, iGt. ditto 


Right 
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IVcdnefdayy April 10* 

Ifr. Irfin. Mr. Eden rofe and faid, that as the laft packet from the Eaft 
Indies had brought advices of which he had heard and feen enough 
tof know, that they contained fome moll interelling accounts, 
tending in the moft pointed manner, either to falfi^, or to ve¬ 
rify, what had been Hated by the DireiSlors laft year, m their 
eftimate of elFei^ual relief, on which he had brought a fpe- 
cial Report before the Houfe, he Ihould think it right, when 
fufficiently informed, or at fome future period, to bring thote 
accounts before Parliament, for a fair judgement, and for 
due confideration • ui the mean time, he mull fubmit it fo 
the Diredlors, to be incumbent, on them, both in their offi 
cial duties, and individual charadlers, to Hep forwards foon, 
and to Hate how far the late accounts had either confirmed 
or refuted their former eftimates. 

Mr. Dm- Mr. Dmdas rofe, juft to fignify his defire that it might 
not be underftood, that every particular paper relative to the 
Eaft-India Company, that gentlemen cliofe to call for, was 
to be laid before the Houfe, as a n.atter of courfe, Mr. 
Dundas'faid, the affairs of the Company were under arrange¬ 
ment before the Board of Control ; and, therefore, it became 
the lefs eilential for the Houfe to have papers from time to 
time, as fall as* it was known that fuch and fuch a papei wa^ 
in exiftence. 

lfr,6arke. Mr, Eurie reprobated the dodlrme delivered by Mr, Dun- 
das, as every way ^juftifiable. He reminded the gentleman 

to the Houfe for a 
reframiiur 


that the Eaft-lndia Company had applied 
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refrauiing bill m the courfe of the hft feffion^ and that they 
had prefented accounts and papers; declaied to be the true 
iRate of their ad^irs, as the grounds <mi which they prayed 
raief. The Houfe Had proceeded upon thofe documents, and 
paded a bill, authoniing the Company to withhold the 
pay^hent of bills to a coniiderable amount, for a limited pe> 
riod.\ The Houfe, therefore, had made themfolves parties, 
and become refponnble for the payment of thole bills, 
when tlnsk period that the Company were liable to the paymeiit 
of the bills fh(mld arrive, in cafe the Company Ihoulo then 
be in a Hate of infolvency. In like manner the tioufe had 
grounded the bill for the better regulation of the Company’s 
aftaiis, paired laft feflion, upon the credit they gave to the 
account of the fbatc of the Company’s alBTairs at that time 
prefented, in contradnSlion to a diflFerent ilatemcnt of their 
affairs made known to tlw Houfe, upon which a different 
bill had m a foimer feffion been brought in and palled, but 
had been thrown out by the Lords. He had leafon to be¬ 
lieve that the ftatement of their affairs, on which the firft of 
the two bills was grounded, was the tiue ffatement, and that 
when the matter could really be developed, it would be 
ibund that the affairs of the Company were going down, and 
unlefs fome fudden turn happened, they would loon fall to 
pieces altogether. Mi. Burke added a few moie arguments 
of a fimilar nature. 



Mr. Baring laid, he prefumed the paper m quefflon had Mr Baring, 
been brought over by the Surprize packet; if fo, he believed 
the paper was not in the hands of ^e Direftors. W ith re¬ 
gard to the ffatement of the Company’s affairs delivered to 
that Houfe, evei y luch ffatement was necellarily compoled 
of two parts, the iccouiil of then affairs at home, and an ac¬ 
count of their affairs abroad. One part of which was necef- 
larily founded in fome degree on conjedlure, the other on 
authority of greater certainty. If the DireiSiors made ally 
miftake in that part of the ffatement which was founded partly 
■on conje£lure, they certainly would not be thought to de- 
ferve much blame, though if they wilfully mifreprefented 
any particular in the other divifion, that where they might 
diave been correal if they chofe it, they undoubtedly deferved 
cenlure. Now, the fadl: was, the Dire«Skors had lallen into 
an error, in the account of the caih they expe£fed by a cer¬ 
tain ffated period; they had computed it at (even hundred 
thoufand pounds, whereas from the partiality of the public 
for Eaft-India goods, and the mcreafe of the Company’s 
VoL. XVIIL N * cuftomi, 
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cuftottiy 't&eir dAfe amdonted to fourteen liundred thoufand 
^unds. In the computed pmduce of their home falcs 
the Dired^ors had fallen into a like error; for it had amoi^- 
to an excels of two millions over the fum which they J^ad 
flated. Mr. Baring added, that the Company’s affay fn 
gdneral were in a moft profperon<! Hate, and there v \^not 
the fmallefl doubt but they would maintain their cdeait in 
^Very particular. y 

Mr. faid, the Direflors certainly had the paper, for, 
‘to his knowledge, it was in private handf, which could 
not be the cafe, if it had not come into the Dirtdois’ hands 


firH. 

The order of the day being, upon motion, read, f'r the 
Houfe to lefolve it felt into a Committee on the petitions 
gTuiH the tax of lall year on cottons, cotton fluffs, &c. 
the hpcaker left the cL. t, mid Mr. Gilbert took his feat at 
the table. 

Mr. Chancellor P//t fud, that it would be necelTary for 
him lo make a ftw'^ ohfci \^ations on the fubjedl before the 
Committee, m ordtr to ovplaiii his motives foi the decifion 
which he would recommend to them to adopt. He wiihed 
firft recall their attention to feme ciicumftances, that had 
attended the original mtrodu£lion of this tax. The cotton 
manufaflure had been found to have been for a confiderable 
time in an increafing ftate, and this, under the remarkable 
circumftance of the nrft coft on the raw material having con- 
fideiahly nfen in its price: from hence it naturally appeared 
to a proper ohjedt of taxation, without any danger of 
a material injury to the trade, either with regard to home 
confuraption or exportation. T.‘he firft conlideration of 
courte was how to impofe this tax; at one time it was 
fuggefted to lay it on the raw inatcri.il; at another time, on 
the machinery of the manufacture; and a variety of other 
modes had prefented themfelves. In the courfe of the learches 
which the Board of Treafury made, for information on this 
fubje6t, they received from the different claffes of the maiiu- 
fadturers, different objedllons to each mode propofed; and 
at length, the perfons concerned in the trade, deputed fom? f 
of their own members to negociate their mterefts with Ad- 
mlniftration: after feveral conferences with thefe delegates, 
4 pnng which various of their objedlious wcie conceded to, 
the prefent mode wa**, with their acquiefcence, adopted; and 
In me clioice of this mode, the Bo.aid of Treafury certainly 
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ctllor idF the Exchequer, an 4 that he foGce«ied ^ nghf ho- 
uoutable gentleman in that ofiiOe, <#bo hail remaitied in ft liic 
weeks i^rfei^ly ma^live, and without doing one thing for the 
Pabhcin point of finance* Had Ldrd John continued another 
yetir Chancellor of the Exchequer, undoubtedly fte would have 
twen pret^red with new taxes, to have fupplled the deficien¬ 
cies of his own taxes, and with fome plan fi>r eftabliihmg ti 
fund to be applied innnediately in diminution of the national 
debt, but what had been the light honourahle gentleman’s 
conduct ^ Who, that had lafi year feen bun aflume an air of 
the utmofi; perfonal importance and gravity, and heard hihi 
ardently talk of his determination to encouriter lofs of popu¬ 
larity, public clamour, and public odium, rither than not ef- 
k€t fo neceifary a purpole as applying a fund towards the im¬ 
mediate diminution of the national debt, would have ttnsgin^ 
that be would this year have come forward with a feries of 
computations, founded m demonfirable fallacy and error, m 
order to ground a pretence for putting off the gfeat Work till 
another leilion ? What pledge had the Houfe that he Wou|d 
begin upon it even next feffion ? Indeed his words werfc fuf- 
ficiently big with promifes^ but would a Minifier’S promife 
infure a Minifter’s performance ^ Laft year he gave a verbal 
pledge, and bound himfelf by words as fail as^vords could 
bind him. Mafier as he was of words, Mr. fox faid, he de¬ 
fied the right honourable gentleman to invent expreffions more 
binding or morefirong than thofe he had ufed laft fcllion, and 
yet the Houfe had witnefted what fecurity bis verbal pledge 
Old proved * Thus might he go on promifing and promifing 
ad tnjimtum, and a work that ought to have been begun before, 
that would not admit of longer delay, be deferred till we found 
ourfelves again involved in a war; and he was not yet, Mr. 
Fox faid, brought over to the opinion that war was the fitteft 
feafon for the difeharge of the national debt. 

Mr Fox took notice of Mr. Pitt’s liieer at his having ar¬ 
gued in fupport of the impofition of new taxes on an occafion, 
where no taxes were necelTary to be impof^d In anfwcr to 
this, Mr. Fox faid, he conceived the queftion of the day 
would decide whether new taxes were neceffary or not; and 
therefore it was, of all others, the fitteft moment for prefting 
the argument. Were :here no doubt in the cafe, and were it 
the decided opinion of that Houfe that taxes ought to be laid, 
any argument of his in fupport of inch an idea, would un¬ 
doubtedly be fuperfiuoas , it could only be of ufe where the 
queftion was in contett. Mr. Fox, in anfwer to Mr. Pitt’s 
allufion to the India Bill, faid, the very condu^ that the 

Y 2 right 
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lionottrable genttemati had at that time imputed to him^ 
he was now pra(!H;ifing himfelf^o-hoiding out iaUacions ac¬ 
counts and falfe fiates of the revenue, to miflead and delude 
the Public. With regard to India, did any man now be¬ 
lieve, that the accounts prefcnted to that Houfe by the Di- 
reAors of the Eaft-India Company laft year, and u^n which 
they had proceeded to pals a bill into a law, were not falla¬ 
cious ? After what lie had lately feen from Bengal, after 
what the letrned gentleman next him knew of the affairs of 
the Company in India, did the right honourable gentleman 
think the accounts of the laft year were to be relied on ? He 
was perluaded he did not With regard to the putting the 
^ce of Chancellor of theExchequer m commiffion, he had no 
iuch intention, nor if he had, would he have thought of put¬ 
ting the Chancellor of the Exchequer at the head of that oom- 
mimon, any more than he ftiould have thought of putting the 
office of Mafter General of the Ordnance in cominiffion, and 
have placed him at the head of a Board of Commiffioners ap¬ 
pointed to control the executive branch of bis own depart¬ 
ment. The lort of Committee he wiflied to have inftitated, 
might, he faid, prove eftentially ferviceable, by mveftigatmg 
faiSls, and reporting them to the Houfe, whence they would 
have the w$y cleared, and be enabled to proceed with cer¬ 
tainty. To a Committee of the Houfq, he it compofed of 
whom It would, Mr box faid, he was ready to truft that or 
any other bufinefs, becaufe he was convinced by the conduct 
of a Committee laft year, that however gentlemen, who were 
cliofen in a Committee, might generally differ in their politi¬ 
cal fentiments, they would always form fuch a report as would 
do them honour, and would prove of eftentiai benefit to the 
public, by affording the Houfe a fpecies of ufeful and authen¬ 
tic information they could not otherwife obtain. 

Mr. Fox concluded with declaring that he had no objeiSlion 
to leaving out of his motion the words. “ with obfervations 
thereon.” He accordingly moved the omrffion of thofe words 
by way of amenjlment 

The queftion being put, the amendment was carried, and 
the motion then ended with the word fJoufe, 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke rofe, he faid, to fay a few words only. He had 
liftened with great attention to the arguments of two gentle¬ 
men, whofe talents he held in high eftimation. The abilities 
of his right honourable friend he always admired, and the abi¬ 
lities of the right honourable gentleman, he could not but fay, 
he thought worthy of a better conduct. Mr, Burke charged 
Mr. Pitt with having treated the Houfe with moft unparal* 

lelled 
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lelled liifoknce in having dared tp mnkp ^ personal •& deela^ 
ration, thattf a Committee were cbofen, if fnch a fet of gen<- 
tlemen were elected, they would condudl themfelves To and 
fo; and if another fet of gentlemen, fo and fo % that fort of 
parcelling out gentlemen, and prejiulging what their opinions 
and condu£t would be, was, he faid, lo emparallelled a piece of 
infolence in a Minifter, that the time was, if the right ho-* 
nourable gentleman had been the greateft Minifter the country 
had ever known, he would not have fat an hour on the Trea- 
fury Bench after fuch an inlult to the Houfe* He faid, he 
was the perfon who had called out Hear f bear ^ when the * 
right honourable gentleman had alluded to the India Bill, and 
had talked of thofe who haJ doomed the Company tobank* 
ruptcy. He admitted that fuch interruptions were not de* 
eent; but cuftom had fan 61 ioned them as modes of exprefting 
approbration or reprehenfion, indignation or furpnfe. He 
had not cried Hear f hear / becau(e he was fore, at the men<» 
tion of the bankruptcy of the India Company, but bf>caufe he 
was forry, and l>ecaufe he was furprifed the right honourable 
gentleman (hould have foigot that the learned gentleman his 
confidential friend, who fat next him, was the, very |>erlon 
who had firft ftated the aftairs of the Company in India to be 
ruinous, and had done it with an unufual degree of authority, 
in his character of Ciiairman of a Committee, with which^ 

Mr. Burke faid, he had not had the fmalJeft conneiSIion With 
regard to the appointment of a Committee to inquire into the 
ftate of the produce of the taxes, Mr. Burke reminded the 
Houfe, that there was a precedent for fuch a Committee, 
nay, that the right honourable gentleman had himtelf been a 
member of it, and that feme of his colleagues upon it had been 
rewarded with peerages for tlieir pains. 

Mr. Shetidan rofenext, and defired that the entry from the Mr. Sheri* 
Journals of the motion, and order for the inftitution of a 
Committee to inquire into the ftate of the taxes, during the 
late war, that had been moved in 1782, might be read. It 
was read accordingly, and it appeared, that Lord John Ca* 
vendiih, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, had moved it, and 
prefided at it; Mr. William Pitt, the prefent Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, William Morton Pitt, Efq. and feveral other 
members, being upon it. 

Mr Sheridan faid, when the right honourable gentleman 
alluded to the idea of putting the office of Chancellor of the 
Exchequer into commiffion, he prefumed he had forgot, that 
he had himfelf fat upon the commiffion into which the office 
•f Chaticcllor of the Exchequer was put, when Lord John 

Cavendilh 
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Cfirendiih Uvu Cfianedlor of the Exchequer. Mr» Sheridan 
then went into a defence of t,ord John Cavendi(h*s budget. 

Mr. SteiU rofe to call the attention of the Houfe to the real 
nature of the queilion, which, he faid, wa$, whether they 
would rely on authentic papers, prepared with all poSihie ac¬ 
curacy by the Treafury, as vouchers that no taxes were ne- 
cefljry to be impofed this year to raife a fum by way of fink¬ 
ing iund, to be applied m diminution of the naiionat debt; or 
whether they fhould appoint a Committee to go into a tedi¬ 
ous mveAigation of thofe papers, which would defer the ne- 
ceflTary meafures of finance, fuch as moving for a fmall loan, 
and propofing a few trifling taxes to pay the intereft, pro¬ 
viding a fund, and alfo one per cent, additional for that part 
of the debt which yet remained to be funded, and for which 
an intereft of four per cent, was provided laft year, and fub- 
ftituting a new tax m the room ot that to be repealed on fuf- 
ttans, for fix or leven weeks at leaft, whereas thefe were well 
known to be meafures that his right honourable friend would 
bo ready in a very few days to bring forward. Mr, Steele 
defended Mr Pitt from the attack of Mr. Sheridan and Mr. 
Fox: he faid, on the firft day the fubjeft was referred to by 
hfs right honourable friend, nis right honourable friend had 
ftated various modes of computation for gentlemen to turn in 
their minds, but had not mentioned any one upon which he 
himfelf refted. The queftion was put, and earned m the 
negative, without a divifion. 

Mr. Feft then faid, that he had not taken the fenfe of the 
Houfe upon it, as he found it would be more agreeable to 
many gentlemen to feek the fame end in another mode, name- 
W, by bringing before the Houfe the feveral papers which the 
(Jommittee had been propofed to prepare and ft ate, they would 
then be open to the conuderation of the Houfe. He accord¬ 
ingly moved, 

“ That an account of the produce of the feveral taxes, 
granted fince the 5th day of January, 1776, for the year 
** ending the 5th day of April, 1785.” And alfo, 

“ The amount of the public debts, as tliey flood at the 
receipt of His Majefty’s Exchequer on the 5th day of 
April, 1785, with the annual intereft and other charges 
“ payable tnereon,” And farther, 

*' That the amount of the Exchequer bills, Navy bills, 
** Ordnance bills, and other untanded debts, be laid before 
«* this Houfe ** 

The accounts were ordered* 
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Monday, 

Proceeded to he^Hr evidence oa the Irifii Refoiiitions, and 
Mr. Wedgwood having given his teftimonjr, 

Mr Chancellor PiU dellred to know, whether any more- 
witnefies were attending m lupport of petitions agamft the 
Irifh Refolutions, and being told there were not, he fatd the 
evidence Teemed drawing to a concItttioA; be Thould therefore 
hope the Houfe would loon be able to come to a decisive vote 
on the bulinefs. 

Mr. Fox faid, it did not appear to him that any time of the 
Houfe would beloR in waiting to Tee whether more petitions 
and evidence were not meant to he adduced, as it would be 
impoffibte to come to a deciiion at all events before the holi>- 
days, perhaps not before the Houfe broke up* 

Mr. Chancellor Pm, m anfwer, faid, he fliould he happf 
to hear as many petitions or wilnefles as chofe to come to the 
bai , but if no more came before Wednefday, he fliould think 
the (enfe of the Houfe might be taken befOTe the holidays, as 
the evidence he had to adduce would not be Jong, apd in order 
to have a full attendance, he iliould give a week’s notice of 
the fpeci£c day, and move for a call of the Houfe. 

Tuf/day^ May 3. 

Mr. Alderman Sawhridge moved for leave to bring in a 
bill for the relief of infolvent debtors. 

The Earl of Suirey feconded the motion, and leave was 
given 

Mr. Alderman Satvbndge next rofe to difcharge, what he 
held to be an a£f of public duty, though he acknowledged he 
did not flatter himfelf with any great or fanguine hopes of fuc- 
cefs. Indeed it was, he faid, impoflibie foi him to entertain 
any very fanguine expe£tation$ that he Iliould be able to carry 
a motion for fhortemng the duration of Parliament, after the 
arguments that he had heard flated with fo much abilit), a few 
days fitice, when the queftion for a reform of the reprefenta* 
tion of the people in that Houfe was under conflderation. 
According to the do£liines then laid down, and which had 
been fandtioned for the third or fourth time with the triumph 
of a conflderable majority, it had been uoanfwerably demon- 
ftrated, as far as the fort of triumph he alluded to could 
demonflrate any propofition unanfwerably, that the prefent 
conilitution of the Houfe of Commons was the right and pure 
conftitution, and Cuch as ought ta conttaue untouched by the 
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rude band of reformation. If, therefore, it was nght» that a 
number of the rcprefentatives of the people Ihould continue* 
to be appointed by the Crown, that others Ihould be feated 
there at the will of certain great and noble families, and the 
reft be obliged to buy their feats, and find their way into the 
Houfe by bribery and corruption; if it was right, that the 
Houfe Ihould exift principally at the will of the Crown, it 
certainly would be troublefome and idle for gentlemen to be 
frequently feni back to a frelh e]e6tion; and it would be much 
better for them to continue fitting uninterruptedly, as long 
as they fliould, by their conduit, pleafe the Crown and its 
Minifteis, becaufe if at any time, by aflerting the rights of 
the people, and by maintaining the fpint of the conftitution, 
they fliould chance to difpleale the Crown and the favourites 
of the Crown, it would be a very eafy matter, by an exertion 
of the prerogative, to turn them about thtir bufinefs, as was 
the cafe laft year, and call another Parliament more fubfervient 
and more pliable Undoubtedly tothofe, who held fuchopi> 
iiKMis as thole he had cited, his motion mull be uifagreeable; 
but as theie were perfons who entertained very diflerent opi¬ 
nions, and as he, for one, was of opinion that the Houfe of 
Coiiimoiis ought to fpeak the fenle of the People, and that, in 
order to do fo, they could not be too often fent back to a new 
cleilion, he fliould make his motion for fliortening the dura¬ 
tion of Parliaments, although he made no fcruple to fay he 
entertained no very fanguine hopes of fuccefs , and, therefore, 
he would take up no more of the time of the Houie. H« 
moved the proper motion in form. 

1 he motion being feconded, 

Mr Martm Mr. Martin faid, he was aware of the danger any man en¬ 
countered, of having what he advanced turned into ridicule, 
when he rofe to fay any thing in that Houfe which had the 
real good of the people for its foundation He was coiifcious 
of his own inability, and never rofe to fpeak m the Houfe 
without great awe and embarralTment, he would neverthelels 
do his duty, not confidering inability to make fine Ipeeches 
tn that Houfe was an abfolute proof that any man was either 
d fool or a knave, but in regard to the converfe of the propo- 
rition> he had heard very fine fpetches from fome gentlemen 
of whofe honefty he did not entertain thehigheft opinion. He 
fliould, therefore, on the prefent occafion declare, that he 
fteadily adhered to the opinion he had always avowed, and 
was for fliortening the duration of Parliaments, as well as for 
a refoi m in the reprefentation. He? faid, he had feen wit, abi¬ 
lity, buflboncry and difputation employed, when the latter 
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queftion was under difcuffion, to bear d^wn jnfilee, ipfon, ' 

and commori fcnle; he flattered himielf, however, the argn- 
tnents to which he alluded were treated by the people without 
doors with the contempt and indignation they meiited. Much 
ftrefs, he obferved, had been laid onthecircumflanceoftheie 
not being many petitions on the table , theie was, however* 
one petition which applied as well to the prefent queflioii as 
to that of parliamentary reform, that petition, the noble 
Lord in the blue ribband had ica/d with a tone and emphafis* 
thit he owned deceived him into an opinion for the moment, 
that the noble Lord, wJio had pioved liimltlf to be the ready 
lender of oppolition i all occnlions, where any thing like a 
reform was propofed, had fuddenly become a conveit, and 
meant to luppoit the motion of that day ; unfortunately, that 
had not pioved to be the cale ; and that, perhaps, hecaufe at 
the head of the fuhfcrihers to the petition m c|ueftion (he ^ 

meant, he laid, the Notuncham petition) was the name of a 
gentleman, whom the noble Lord poffiblv hated, becaufe he 
Was a man of great politital integrity, and i very finccre friend 
to the purity of the conllitution. He defired to have the 
Nottingham petition read, as it was (hort, and applied to the 
piefent queftion. 

It was read accordingly. 

Mr. Martin then pioceeded with his argument, and he con¬ 
cluded with reading, as a part of his fpcech, an extra6t from a 
writer of eminence on the conftitution. 

The Earl of Surrey {iid, he did not go fo fai as the honour- The Eirlof 
able gentleman who made the motion, and lome otheis did, Surrey, 
upon the fubjedl. Had the Houfe acceded to the niopofitioti 
of a leform m the leprefentation, fo ably argued by it e right 
honourable gentleman oppoflte to him, he ihould have 
thought the prefent motion, in agreit meafuie, unnectflary, 
becaufe, if the Parliament was mide pure, and that Honle 
was to be a true reprefentation of the People, as it ought o be, 
he fhould think there was not any danger likely t) anP» fiom 
Its fitting feven, or even more yeirs, but not having been 
able to obtain a reform, he fhould vote for the pr fent motion, 
as the impiovement to be looked for next, and next to be 
defired* 

Sir Fdward JJlley declired he fhould vote for the queftion, Sir Tdwail 
and affigned his reatons for it. He faid, that if one Parlia- Aftley. 
ment could make fuch a dire£f violation of the cqnftitution as 
to pafs a feptennial bill, and give themfelves the povs/er of fit¬ 
ting for a longer period than thole they leprefenteJ chofe 
them for, another Parliameut might pals a bill aulhonfing 
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thecnfclves to fit twenty or twenty-one years, in which cafe 
the Crbwn rotght get the Houfe of Commons entirely into its 
own hands, and thus efie^ually defiroy the confiitution. 

Tlbie quefiion was put, and the Houfe divided, 

Ayes, - - 58 

Moes, - - 142 

IVednefday^ May 4. 

Proceeded to hear e\ idence m the Irilli Refolutions, 

T}jurfdr)t May 5, 

Lord PenJjtyn fiid, he had a petition m his hind fiom Ste¬ 
phen Fuller, Elq the agent for the ifland of Jamaica, which 
he fiiould move to bung up, but he would pre\ioufly read the 
petition to the Houle. His f^ordfiiip lead it accordingly, 
and It alledged, that the reiidents ot the illand felt great in- 
convenlencies in confequence of their being deprived of the 
intercourle they had carried on with America previous to the 
laft wai , It Hated in what piiticulars thefe inconveniencies 
piefied moll, and piayed the Houle to grant luch itlief as to 
their wildom fliould in the nature of the cafe appeal proper. 

The petition was brought up and icad, when it was ordered 
to lie on the tnble 

Mr M. A. Mr. M, A, Taylor rofe to move for leave to bring in a bill 
for the better legulat on of courts of confcience for lendciing 
their lentences more equal, and f01 abohlhing certain fees now 
payable tojiilcrsby tholt who aie impnfoned in confequence 
of not having complied with the awards of luch couits. 
Mr. Taylor laid, it would be necelTaiy for him to ftate the 
objtiSlkol the bill he intended to bring in, the better to enable 
the Houfe tojudge of the piopriety of gianting the leave he 
ini int to move foi, and he would do it in one 01 two minutes 
He tlKii gave a flioit hillory of the origin and incieale of 
courts of confuences, tricing them down from the reign of 
Hairy the Eighth to the pielent time, Ih laid, the grounds 
on which he relied the necefiity for luch a bill as he fliould 
propofe, were the vciy unequal pumfliments lufFcied in con- 
iequenct of not complying with the awards of the diflerent 
courts of confcitnce, and the extravagant fees tnken by the 
iailers, Perfous who were ordered to pay from ten fliillings 
and fix pence up to foity, lufttred as long imprifonment, and 
paid as huge fees as thole who owed four times the lum. Fif¬ 
teen fliiilings and eight pence, he faid, was frequently taken 
by jailers of perfons whole debt was no more than twelve 
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fliillings, a cuftom obviouily oppreilive and unjnft, and which 
he u ould venture to fay, wis unwarranted by any Aatute now 
in exiftcnce, and depended altogether on what the jiilers 
termed, prefcnptjve right. In confequence of the Jeventy 
and inequality of the puniftiments luffeied under award* of • 
couru of tonlciencemafty thouiandsof his Majeily*s iubjedfs, 
he faid, had lingered a Jong time in piilon for debts of a trifling 
amount, and would have done lo to this dayj but for the in- 
flitution of a benevolent fociety, who had ad mini ftered relief 
to numbers of debtors of the dtlciiption he alluded to Mr, 

T ay lor concluded with makinc the proper motion foi leave to 
bting It in. 

Lord Beauchamp feconded the motion 

im Joftph Afawbey exprefled his concurrence with the mo* Sir forcDii 
tion, and ftated what was the cuftom of the Court of Con- Wawlwy. 
fcience in the Borough , and the regulations that he had 
moved to have eftablilhcd by a bill, while he had the honour 
to leprefent Southwark. 

Leave was given 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt gave notice, that as there remained only Mr ciian. 
one mOiC petition (that from Stafford) to be heirtl, and as the «lJof Pur. 
evidence thus far taken was nearly printed and ready to be 
diflnbuted, he conceived that he ihould he able to bring this 
bufinels to a queffion on Thurfday next. Unlefs more peti¬ 
tions were defigned to be prefented from p“ilons praying to be 
heal J againft the Propolitions, and the only one he had heard 
the fmaileft mention of, was a petition from Liverpool; but 
of that, perhaps, the noble Loid oppofite to him could give 
the Houle fome information. 

Lord Penrl^n faid, he cxpeiffed a petition from Liverpool i,or<! Pen- 
every day. He knew there was one coming, and that the rhyn. 
prayer of it was, that the petitioners might be heard by them- 
lelbes and couiifel againff the propofitions 

Mr. EeUn faid, he would take this occaffon to appnfe the Mr. Edeai 
Houfe of his intention m a dav or two to move for an account 
of all articles oflrilh confumption charged in Ireland with an 
internal duty on the manufaflure, or a duty on the material * 
be thought it candid to make a previous mention of this, as .t 
involved a confideration of fome little intricacy, and of great 
importance. If gentlemen would take the trouble to advert 
to the fifth propofition of the Irifh Parliament, they would 
find that the BntiOi manufadfures imported into Ireland, after 
adopting that propofition, would be obliged not only to pay 
theprefent duties charged in Ireland on Bntifh manufiiffures, 
but additional duties adequate to the duty on the material ufed 
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iat1isfimilarliiibmanuf^3are< Forexuftple^BntiAmnafBC- 
‘ tured filks, which now pay 7$* lod. per pound as a port daty^ 
would, after pafiing the propofitions, be liable to pay a tar- 
ther duty adequate to whatever is at prefent charged in Ireland 
on raw filk and thrown fiik. 'This, atleaft, washiscon- 
Aruftion of that propnfjtion ; and he mull contels that he had 
nevei adverted to ir till lately ; nor did he believe, it it fhould 
prove well louiitltd, that it hid yet occurred to any of the 
inanufa61uiers, because they had net futed it m any of their 
exannnattens 01 petition:>. tf it vv s an accurate interpreta¬ 
tion uf the uticle, it was impoilible that it ihould pafs in its 
prefent foim how it could be qualifaed, or by what excep¬ 
tions It could be guardedi he was no* at piefent prepared to 
Ilate he Oi’ y wifhed at prt-fent to alceitam the feveral ai tides 
of Britilh maimf dliiie whu h tuight lufterfroin it, and hoped 
that the iif’ceffii \ 11 ioim ition might be obtained, without oc- 
cqfioiurg aiiv cl la} in tie coihdeiation of the bufinefs, 
which he carneitly hoped might he brought ioi ward on the 
day ireptic'iied by the right hoiioutable gentler" in, as it muft 
be wifhtd to hive It dill. i.fit d and decided in a full Houfe 

Mr.Fox, Ml. ic-T exprtfltd 1 ini doubts, whether fo voluminous an 
inquiry, not yrt printed and ciiculatcd, could be lufficiently 
cxami..td by tin* members, who had not attended it, fo as to 
enable them to gi\L . u o inion, in thecourle of next week : 
that nothing, hovt\«i, might be wantir^ on his part, he 
would move tin call of the Houfe for WeJnefday next, and 
would certainly enfiiee it, as far as the Houle and the forms 
of the Houfe would permit 

Mr Chan. Mr. Chancellor P/// dicliml, he was extremely glad to 

wuor Pite notion foi a cili of the Houle on Wetlnefday, becauie 

It was n-dpubtrclly of infinite importance that there fliould he 
a* full n .ifendu ce as could be piocured. With regard to 
the oh{t*r\ ii-u 11 ot ti e light honourable gentleman, that pof» 
fiblv theit might not be time foi the evidence to be printed 
at d d dributed, fo hat gen'Icmen might read it between this 
and Thar day next, it became necefliry to fay, that the evi¬ 
dence, at leaft ihe greatfcll pjrt c>t It, was printed already, and 
might be diltributeU the next day; gentlemen, therefore, 
would h ive full time to examine and make themfelves mafleri 
of It hy 1 hurfday. Jf any other witnefles were brought to 
be exunined, their evidence could not be veiy voluminous^ 
and nil ht he printed in time to be perufed between Monday 
next and 11 uriday , he (aw no reafon, therefore, to altei the 
day he had already named for bunging the ihatter to a de- 
pifioo, ^ 
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Mr. Francis iaid, he rofe to fubmit to the Hoofe ti^e refolt 
of bra examination of the feverai acccmnts of the Eaft^India 
Company’s eftabliihments abroad, wbiqh had been laid before 
them in the courie of the laft twelve months* fome of them 
in obedience to the late aiSl of Parliament, and others by or* 
der of the Houfe. that he meant to ilate fadls as he found 
them, with very little obfervation upon them; becaufe he be** 
heved the fa<3s would appear not only perfedlly intelligible 
of themfelves, but that they would lead the Houfe at once to 
every concluilon that he could propofe to draw from them, 
and make tlieir own impreiliun fuihciently deep, without the 
adiilance of any arg^umentsof his one preliminary obieiva- 
tion only was necenary, that, for want of materials relpcfl- 
ing Madras and Bombay, what he was going to ftate would 
be for the moil pare confined to the eftabhihments 111 Bengal, 
and to the refources or difficulties of the Company’s affairs 
in that quaiter. It was the only part of India in which a 
relouice exillcd, or from which the moft diflant hope of re¬ 
trieving their affairs could be formed. In every otlier quarter 
the diltrefs exilled without the refource : Fort St. George 
and Bombay hung upon Bengal for their daily exiflence, their 
eflablifhments would exhaufl a gieat revenue, and they had 
none ; they were overwhelmed with enormous debts, which 
increafed every day, and they had not a rupee of their own 
to pay either principal or intereft. It followed then, that 
m confining himfelf at prefent to the Hate of Bi-iigil, he 
looked at the Company’s afia'rs abroad in the mofl favourable 
point of view. If in that quarter their dirtiefirs weie great 
and increafing, if in that quarter their reiourtes were de¬ 
clining and their debts accumulating every day, the Houle 
might judge from thence what their fituation muft be at 
Fort St. George and at Bombay. 1 he a61: ol Parliament re¬ 
quired, that a perfect lift of all civil .ind military elhblifh- 
ments ftiould be produced, wheieas he undeiiook to IheW, 
that the various accounts which had been lately laid l>efoie 
the Houfe, of the Company’s eftabl flinicnts in Beng il, wne 
defe£l;ive, contradidfoiy, and fallacious, iu this pi ice Mr. 
Francis ftated a variety of omilfions in the account of ihe ci¬ 
vil eftabhfhment of Bengal, and obferved, that alihougli the 
whole civil eftabliftiment was Hated in one account at the enor¬ 
mous amount of 927,9451* and although this account pi oft fled 
to include^ as it ought to do, and as the Houfe undoubtedly 
expe£ited it would do, every expeiice m the civil depirtment 
inany articles or heads of expence were left blank, that K, with 
nQthtng ftated but profits unknown, which he compared .uo- 
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'denit^^y at ioO}OCk> 1. a year. One eftabhfimient* the marine^ 
he (aid» was completely omitted; yet it flood m the Bengal 
cflimates for 1783 and 1784, at above 80,000^ .ear. What 
ibrt of information was this to be given to Paniamentj, it the 
purpofe of calling for it was to know the real cxp-nce; to 
compare the expenc** with tne fervice, and from thence to 
proceed to reformation and ritienchment ^ How were they 
to retrench, or what were they to leave, when in fome in- 
ilances, they only knew th6 employment and office, without 
the falaiy and emoluments, and when, m oti*ers, the whole 
eflablifliment was completely kept out of fight. Sq much 
for ilefefls and orniffions. 

He then pio eed. d to the head of contiadidlions — That 
there Wf re on the table thiee flatements of i le and the fame 
eflablifhinent, vi/. the civil eflablifliment of Bengal, the 
firfl was, an eftnnite mide by the Dircdlors on the 14th of 
iebiuary 1784, 350,000!. Un this eflimate they founded 
fome very important conclufiotis with icfpeiSk to the ftate of 
their finances, tlic annual provifion of an inveflinent, and to 
the furplus winch their leveiiucs in Bengal were to exhibit, 
and which they depended on as a linking fund foi the dilcharge 
of their debts, '1 he fecond account, containing the particu¬ 
lars of the lame eflablifliment, was laid before the Houfe on 
the 7th of February laft, and this made it, 927,945!. The 
third account, which was produced the i itli of laft month, 
llated It at 616,556! , and he informed the Houfe, that a 
fourth account ot the fame eflablifliment cxifted, wh‘ch was 
made out m November laft for the ufe of the Diiedlors, and 
which differed from all the reft; that made it 764,451! —• 
That gentlemen fliould obferve how thele various accounts 
tallied, the Dire£lors in February 1784, eftimate their civil 
eflablifliment at 350,000! and at that moment a material 
purpofe was to lie anfwered by it. In November following, 
their accountant made out an account of particulars, which 
more than doubled that eflaiiatc Another account was pro¬ 
duced in Februaiy laft, which almoft tubkd that eftimate; 
and, finally, a fourth account was pioduced laft month, which 
differed from all the icll, and which reduced the amount to 
616,5561. On thefe fadls, he afked, whether any confidence 
was to be placed in fuch contradi£lory accounts ? What real 
information did they give; what proceeding could he fafely 
founded upon them > It would be faid, perhaps, that fome 
charges hid been erroneoufly earned to the civil account, 
which ought to have been placed to the military. li fo, 
as much muft be added to the one iide as was dedudled 
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from die other. But he did not believe that ta be the cafe ; 
and, if It were, it only followed, that both acconnta were er¬ 
roneous. The Governor’s body guard made part of the ftate 
of the government. It nevei took the field, and, he believed, 
had always been confidered as belonging to flie civil efiablith- 
ment of the Prefidency. That this, however, was but a petty 
article in fuch a total. 

Mr Frantis then proceeded to the military eftahhfhment* 
The account laid before the Houfe on the yth of Febiuary 
laft, fiated the annual exiftmg chaige at 1,078,510!. which, 
he affirmed, was not half the real expence* as loon as he faw it, 
he had exprefied his afionijfhment at fo iudden and To great a 
redu( 5 lion of the military expence, which iif the laft Bengal 
eftimate ftood at 268 lacks and a half, that is very little 
fhort of three millions, btfides an arrear of feventy-two lacks, 
making in all above three in llions and half, wis now fuddenly 
reduced to one million. On th it occafion the Houle were 
told that reductions hnd aClua’Iy taken place ich would 
account for the difference. He alkeil what authority there 
was from Bengal to vouch for fucli reductions, and found 
there was none. The eltini Ui., of rhe year 17^4-5 was not 
received; confequently the account muft have been made 
up by mere conjeCture and ipeculation at the India Houfe. 
An honourable gentleman, who was alv/ays very good to him, 
profefled to wonder h ar he n cular could have a doubt 
upon the fuhjeCt. He aPowed him, Air. 1 * rancis. laid, even 
more knowledge of the lubjeCt than lie pretended to poltls, 
for the charitable purpoie of leading the Houfe to this infe¬ 
rence, and of leaving this impreffion on their mind, that he 
was fpeaking againit his batter knowledge, and aCting agnnft 
his conviction. That the eflimatc or 1784-5 was at laft 
arrived, and the Houfe had now got poffeflion of it That 
It ought to have been made up fooner, and to have been 111 
England many inontlis ago, it wa^ dated the 2ad of Novem¬ 
ber laft. 1 hat it ought to confirm tin. account of exiftmg 
military charges delivered m by tlie Couit of Directors, and 
vouched for by the right honourable gentleman, that the 
Houfe would find that juft the contraiy wis true. The 
eftimate foi the year ending the fit ft of May 1785, that is, 
for a complete year ot peace, wis at 2,320,149!. 12s, cxclu- 
five of an arrear of 578,124!. which made the whole military 
charge of the year 2,898,273!. i2s. Inftead of this funi, 
which was the true one, the Directors tell the Houfe of G)m- 
nions, that the charge of the Bengal army is only 1,078,510!. 

Was 
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W«^«]us a tijot^ Was he lnlAiAed tn faying thet the 
acGOsmt Was gfofily &l 9 aciou$« 
i* rom thefe falfe contradictory accounts, Mr. Francis turn¬ 
ed to the real ^te of their finances m Bengal^' as he found 
ic exhdMted tn the efiimate drawn Up hy that government in 
hioverhbcr laft. It was not likely that they fhoutd under¬ 
value their refources, or over-rate their diftrcfles. He re- 
musded the Houfe, that the eftimate the preceding year, that 
IS, of the year ending in May 1784, ihewed a deficiency of 
fiity-fix lacks, or about 6oo,oool , that he had fpoken of 
this as a mofi: alarming circumfiance. By way of fatisfaCtion 
It had been then faid, that that efiimate did in e^eCb provide 
f^r a war eilablrthment; that it included all the arrears and 
Windings up of tlie war, and that the deficiency of fifty- 
fix lacks would lie made good in the fucceeding year. That 
the Houfe now had the eftimate of the fucceeding year, and 
this certainly ought to be confidered as a year of peace. 
But this year, mftead of miking good former deficiences, 
outran all former extravagance The wfources were ftated 
at about fix hundred and twelve lacks, or above fix millions 
and a half; the expences are feven hundred and fixty-one 
lacks, or about eight milhoiis ; confequently the deficiency 
of this fingle year of peace, of ccconwny^ of faving, of re¬ 
trenchment, of furplus, was no lefs than a million and a half 
fieri I ng. 

Above fourteen months ago, the Directors told the Houfe, 
that in the eftimate of 1783-4, the Bengal government 
had chaiged every debt due by the Company in Bengal, 
“ the principal of the bohd debt excepted, and had fbitedall 
“ their civil and military expences, including thofe of the de- 
** tachihents fervlng in the other Prefidencies, according to 
*** their higheft war eftabliftiments, up to the ill of May 
** 1784, although reduflions had been made in thofe efta- 
“ hliflMTients, which,> within that period, would begin to 
** ojierate confiderably ” The Direflors farther aflbred the 
Houfe, that “ they did not fi*e any reafon to doubt, but in 
the year ending the ift of May 1785, the commercial pro¬ 
fit on fait and opium, and the money received for certifi¬ 
cates payable in England, would be applicable to commer¬ 
cial purpofes, and a very corvfideiabic furplus of revenue 
remain to be appJiedin aid of the other fcttlements, fhould 
they ftill need fuch aid, or in drfeharge of the bond debt,” 
They faid, that the refources, derived from the revenues in 
India, were now m a tram of confiderable improvement —• 
X^lotwitbllanding all thefe promifes, the fafl was, that in this 
1 boafted 
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boafted year of peace and profperi^y the expences of Bengal 
appeared on the tace of the two eixitnates to fall fhort of the 
preceding year by only twenty-eight lacks, but that m 1783 
a hundred lacks were allotted to the inveftment, whereas m 
1784-5, anly forty-five lacks were fo allotted. If, therefore, 
the invefiment was dedudled out of both eftimates, it would 
appear, on 4 comparifon of the remaining expencs of the two 
years, that thofe of the laft year exceed thofe of the former 
by twenty-feven lacks. That the Direilors, in then eflimate 
ot the 14th of February 1784, had piomifed and engaged to 
the Houfe, that there would be in the enfuing year (wat is 
from the 30th of April 1784, to thefirft of May, 1785} a net 
furplus of revenue in Bengal, to the amount of 1,194,689!. 
exclulive of the net produce of fait and opium which they 
ilatedat 450,000!, thefe two fums, amounting to 1,644,6891. 
made the net furplus of the year, accoiding to the Direftors* 
The real deficiency turned out to be 1,676,411!, winch, 
added to the fuppoied furplus, convi 61 :ed the Dirc6lois of a 
mifcalculatiou in the refources and difburfements of one year, 
and m one of their governments only, to the amount of 
3,321,1001. The Houle now faw the event of thefe fallaci¬ 
ous promifes, in a year of peace, their expences in Bengal 
exceeded their refburces by a million and a half, the bonded 
debt m Bengal amounted to two millions, and thefe were 
at thirty per cent, difcount. The orders on the Tieafury 
unpaid amounted to 144 lacks of current rupees, including 
the interefl due on the bonds, which made about a million 
and a half, and thefe Treafui y orders were at fifteen per cent, 
difcount. Every lervice, civil and military, was enormoully 
in arrear in fa6t, theie was no circulation of fpecie in Ben¬ 
gal. With refpedt to the promilcd improvement of the re- 
fouices of Bengil within itlelf, the true way to try that 
quefiion would be, to deduft all draughts on the Diredlors 
out of both eflimates, and then compare the icmainmg re¬ 
fources of the two y'^irs. By this operation, it would ap¬ 
pear, that the refouiccs of the laft year fdl ftiort of thofe ot 
the preceding, to the amount of current rupees 3,252,7^5, 
or about 350,000!. fterling When the Houfe heaicl that 
the expences of the year were chaiged at 761 lacks of rupees, 
they would conclude of courfe, that i confderable ftm was 
allotted to the mveftment, yet no more than forty five lacks 
wns fo allotted, twenty-two licks of which were replaced by 
bills on the Diji^ors the Houfe would conclude, that at 
Icaft a provjfiori was made for a remittance to China« 
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Tli« Court of in'ilttit’^l^if-years r^li- 

wed upon ajo,ooQl. a year fyom Bengal to Cluiia; tfie 
ia6fc was, there was not a tingle rn^e provided or appropri¬ 
ated to that fervice: that the produce of fait this year was 
l^en only at thirty lacks, whereM m the preceding year 
it if ood at fifty-two; and that the opium produced only three 
Jiacks, (feveoty-»fix thohfand rupees) intiead of feven lacl^, 
at which It ftood m 1783. What the cauie might be pf 
^this hidden and extraordinary diminution m the produce pf 
fdt and opium, which they had fpoken,of with fo much 
oftentation he did not know; but it was a very material 
circumtiance. The Court of Diredors, m their fix years 
etiimate, had taken credit annualij for 450,000!. as the pr<?- 
duce of thefe monopolies, and had appropriated it to their 
commercial fund. In the firft place, the produce fell Ihort 
by one half of what they expected, and whatever it might 
be, the whole was thrown into the general fund, out of 
which It neither was nor could be feparated for any fpecial 
fervice. To that amount, theiefore, the fix-years eft imate 
was annually defedive. On the fubjeift of the China m- 
veftmeiit he had a queftion to alk, which was naturally fug- 
gefted by the mention of the lalt monopoly. The Bengal 
cftimate made no provition for China, but the Diredlors cal¬ 
culate on 250,0001. for that fervice, to be remitted by Bengal. 
The queftion therefore was, by what means the China in- 
veftment of this year was to be provided 5 The Company had 
lent out eighteen ihips, whole cargoes of tea only, fuppofing 
no mveftment of raw filk, would come to 540,000!. at 
30,0001. per ihip. lowards this fum the lead and woollens 
lent from England went but a little way, and the Company 
had lent little or no bullion. How was the difteience to be 
provided? Mr. Francis concluded, recapitulating the prin¬ 
cipal filfis on which the motion he propofed to offer to the 
Houfe was founded. That he had faid, that the eftlmates 
and accounts on the table were defedive, contradidlory, and 
fallacious; he had fliewn, that m fome mftances, they ftated 
officers and employments without falaries, and in others 
emitted the eftablilhment entirely that there were four dif¬ 
ferent account^ made up in one year of the fame eftablBh- 
ment; that they had ftated the eftablilhment of the army at 
moch lefs ttog ibalf the real expence; and finally, that the 
Dire£lors«fip^akeQ credit for a furplus of revenue the 
aimmnt oraihillion and a half, when in fadl: thero was * de¬ 
ficiency to that amount* which proved an erjor of 

milhf' ’ 
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millions i^r’s j-evenue wi that f^ilfe infomia- 

tioh was wof fe man none.' In ablolme darlmefs there was 
a &rt^ot fecuri^ in Handing Hi!l» but b}r fal^ lights men 
were led to dell^iidlion; that Parhainent and the nation had 
blwn gto^fy deceived; that the deception ought to be cleared 
up. ^Itere was one way of tracing it to its Source, which 
he meant to propofe; and that in purfuing this inqui^, he 
did not doubt that he (hould have the fupport of the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer, who had very lately declared, that, 
in matters of public account every idea of concealment and 
difguife was pernicious and difgraceful. His intention was 
to move for a committee to inveiligate and to Hate errors, 
pmilTions, dtid contradidlons, which appeared upon the face 
of the accounts. That inquiry would throw a new light 
upon the real Hate of the Company*s aHairs; the Houle 
would then fee whether the hopes, the promifes, and the af* 
lertions, which had beeip boldly held our to Parliament, con¬ 
cerning the profperous Hate oi the Company’s aHaits, had any 
foundation or not; and when they knew the truth, the Houfe 
would know how to a 61 : He therefore moved. 



“ That a Committee be appointed to take into cofidcra- 
tion the fiwetal lifts and ftatemtnts of the expence of the 
<* Eaft-India Company’s eftablilhments in India, which have 
** been laid before this Houle m the courfe of the prefent 
year 1785, by the Court of DireiSlors of the faid Com- 
pany; and alfo the eftimate of the probable receipts and 
“ dilburfements of the Bengal government for the year end- 
** mg the firft of May 1785, which has ftnee been recti\ed 
“ and laid before this Houfe, and to compare the faid feve- 
ral papers with each other, and alfo with the eftimitcs and 
“ ftatements laid before this Houfe by the faid Court oi 
DirciSiors in the courfe of the laft year 1784, and to leport 
to this Houfe the refult of fuch companions, with their 
<< obfervations thereupon.” 

Mr. Nathaniel Smith (Deputy Chairman of the Court of Mr Nath, 
Direi^liois) rofe to controvert the fadis alledged by Mr. 

Francis, which, if true, he faid, would amount to accufa- 
tions cf a deep and criminal nature againft the Court of Di- 
reiftors and himfclf, but he trufted tlieir condu£i would be 
found clear and proper. With regard to the eftunates that 
had at different peiiods been prelented by the Diredors to 
that Houfe, great pains had been taken to make them with 
all poflible precifion and accuracy. It was true, that the 
prefent eftimate of the probable refources and dilburfements 
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of the Bengal government, exceeded the eBiimates prefented 
lall year, and the reafon was this. the peace was not con¬ 
cluded fo early in India as waS expe£led, and the eftitnates 
of laft year were made out upon an idea, that eve^ thing 
• could by that time have been put upoii a peace eftabliihment; 
whereas in fadl; the full war eftablifliment was continued fo^ 
a confiderable part of the year, which of courfe cauled a great 
« excefs of difburfeinents. Exclufive of that circumilance, Mr. 

Smith fiid, there was no other error in the prefent eftimates, 
but a fir^gle miflake, which was, that feveral articles were 
put under the head of civil department, that fhould properly 
have been ranged under the head of general department. — 
Wlicn the efttmates were looked to, that would appear, ind 
tl?en It would be feen that the arrears of the army were among 
the difburfements, from the ift of May 1784, to the ift of 
May 1785 In anfwer lo the remarks of Mr. Francis, that 
the Dirtftors had not given an accoijnt of all the emoluments 
of cert-un officers of the Company m India; he begged the 
honouiable srenti^man to recolleft, that the eftimate on the 
table was e eftimatc delivered for the firft time to that 
Hojfe, in compliance 'vith tne diredbon of an a6t of Parlia¬ 
ment p-'frtd only lafl: feffion The making it out, then fore, 
Was an V m .ttei, anJ attended with fome diflSculty; he could 
afiure rhe Houfe, however, he had done every thing m his 
powei TO !' ive it corredl, but the Diredlors were necellarily 
oblifred o gtound it on the information they received from 
Benga*, and theie w< re fevcral officers whoie emoluments 
tliev had not received ccounts cf yet from India. Mr Siii’th 
faid, the eAimate ot "he next year, he doubted not, would 
wcir 1 different aipedt. as the whole or the army, v ould 
be upon peace (itahi 'hment, .nd the Diredkors had fent out 
the moft diredl and pofitivf orders, to have tht redudfions 
carried 10 low, as from 200 lacks to 120 lacks What alfo 
induced him to think flittenngly of the growing profperity 
of the Company, was, the great increafe in the produce of 
their fales at home, erpeciilly of teas, which had put them 
fo much in '"’fh, that the warrants were already figned for 
the p'ymei‘t,of 500,000! in part of the fum due to govern- 
tneiic for duties, which dejt they were not obliged lO pay yet 
unlefs they choie it, Mr Smith fpoke in fanguine hopes of 
the growing profperity of the Coiiipany, 

Alr.Frascis Mr. Francis m reply faid, he had only received what he 
in a paiticular manner had deprecated, and defired might not 
be urged m reply to him, via, loofe and general realonings, 

founded 
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founded onpromifes for the future, and not an attempt even 
to account tor the fafts that were paft. Mr. Francis curforil^ 
touched upon the principal charges, to whidg|» he had pledged 
himfelf, and fatd, he coniidered the fpeecfa of the honour^le 
Deputy Chairman of the Company, as an adnuilion of their ♦ 
validity, fince he had not replied to one of them, but bad gone 
into a ilatement of the fituation of the Company at home, 
vrhich he had expreilly declared he would make no men¬ 
tion 

Mr. Baring contended, that the arrears of the army <«ftade Mr.Bvin^ 
a grea» part of the difburfements in the prefent ^^imates. 

The deficiency in the refources was, he obfervf*^a *49 lacks, 
whereas the arrears and other articles, whir* he enumerated^ 
to the amount of 190 lacks, vcre amon^ the difburfementa 
over and above the annual exjp^**'diture. Tl his it was neceflarp 
to remark, he faid, left gedleinen fhould entertain an im- 
preflion that the prefent ex^f* «« the diftmrfements was aa 
annual txceis, whereas it‘’’'2s merely an incidental one, and 
fuch as would not agair occur, provided peace continued m 
India. Mr. Baring re-eated what he had laid, a few days 
fincc, relative to the'OcreaW profperity of the Company at 
home, declaring, fiat though m their eftimate laft year, thp 
Direftors had give»themlelves credit for three millions and a 
half only, as tbrprobable produce of their fales, they had 
adlually produ^d confide* ably more than four millions He 
ftated alfo, they had bonds to the amount of fcven hundred 
thoufand poui<li» locked up in their cheft, befides the 500,000^ 
that they wte about to pay to the public. As they were not 
by law to pay this latter fum immediately, tbeir pay¬ 

ing It wa a proof in their favour, becaufe it Ihewed, that al¬ 
though ‘icy were not under any obligation to pay off any part 
of the they flood in debt to the public for duties, yet, they 
were cady, as foon as they came into cafti, to adl fairly by 
the ^ublic, and diminilh their debt Mr Baring took notice 
ofvhatMr. Francis had fa id, of the Prefidency of Bombay 
aid Fort St. George having no refources, a pofition which 
je ftrenuoufiy controverted. 

Mr. Huffty faid, he attende<l at a General Court lately, for Mr. Kal% 
the purpole of informing himfelf upon the ftate of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs, and he g ve an account of what palT d at the 
meeting, where he had a particular paper read at his inftance, 
which threw great light upon the fubje6l. From this he went 
back to the ftate of the Company’s affairs m 1772, (when Mr. 

Jenkiiifon took fo much pams to inveftigate them) and again 
in i^8a, declaring the deficiencies at each of tliofe periods. 



and cornering their fituaUon thfn with their Situation at jpre* 
^^nt. Mr. Hufley allb ftated» that s^cording to the efiimate 
the lail year, the Diredors had Ii^ the Houie to iipagine^ 
th;|t their refoui'ees m India would exceed their dllburfejnent^ 
there, m the fum of one million hve hundred thoufand pounds, 
whereas it was now evident, that the di^burlements m 
India exceeded the refources in the fum of one million two 
hOndred thoufand pounds, a contradiction which, in hts opU 
^lion, made it highly neceflary that a Committee ihould be 
*^lr=»inted to inquire into thp caufe of it, for nothing was more 
clear evident, than that Parliament had been deceived by 
the reports ^ijd cftimates laid before them by the Company. 

Hr V»nftt- Mr, Vatifitta,* he fuTpeifted there was feme niAake in 

•■*** the entry relative to opium Mr. Vanfittart anfwered that 
part of Mr Francis's foeech, relative to the Prehdency oi 
fiombay and Port St George l*ving no refources. 

. Scott Major Scan fooke to the following effoCl: 

1 rife, Mr. Speaker, to reply ^ a few’ of tbofe obferva-* 
tkms which fell from tliehonourab. gentleman over the way 
(Mr Francis) which I think were paticularly pointed at me. 
The honourable gentleman and myfehhave been in the habit 
€>f fending to the prefs whatever falls fi^ni us in this Houfe. 
If, therefore, I have mis-Hated any thin^ my ilatemeut of 
laft year, which I now hold in my hand, wll rife up in jugde- 
xnent againft me ; and by that natement li^re to be tried 
by this Houfe and the Public. The honouable gentleman 
appeals with apparent triumph to the,eftimate ately received 
from Bengal, to prove that I, and thofe who ageed with me 
have held out hopes to the Public which never be rea- 
lifed ; that we foretold it laft year, and now we ivift confefa 
it. But the faCl is fimply—All my calculations v^nt upon 
a fuppoiition that peace would be concluded ten mo^hs ear- 
her than it was, and that the various retrenchments ri con- 
foquence of that peace would take place ten months ooner 
than they did. The peace with Tippp Sultaun was not hne^ 
till the nth of March, 1784. A very confiderable deuh- 

ment ferving from Bengal, upon the coaft, could not the^ 
fore return before the rams fet in, and were obliged to cantOi^ 
for the monfoon in the northern Circars. Other military re¬ 
ductions in Bengal were confequently poftponed for feme 
months, and the eftimate ftates, that the military expences 
from the 30th of April, 1784, to the ift of May, 1785, 
would be 206 lacks of current rupees, buildings and fortifica¬ 
tions included. But, Sir, if we look forward to the next 
year, you will find, tliat the GQvefjnoient of Bengal takes 

credit 
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"c^it for a latter furplus than I took credit for bn the 2^ of 
July laft, I then ftated, “ that from the net revenues of 
•* J^ngal, Bahar, and OriflTa, Benares, Vizier’s fubfidy, and 
** the profit upon fait and opium, including alio the fale of 
“ our impofts , there will remain a furplus of one hundred 
** and fifty^feven lacks of rupees for the purchafe of future m- 
“ veftmcnts ; for paying the intercft of the bonded debts of 
India, and for a gradual liquidation of the principal*” 1 
took the revenues at the average of former years, after dedudl- 
ing charges of collei^ions. I allowed 130 lacks for the mili¬ 
tary and contingencies, fifty for civil and marine, and 
twenty for Durbar and fiipends. 

Now, Sir, the Court of Diredlors have received, by the 
Surprife, an official cilimate from Bengal, which 1 moved for 
two days ago, but by mifiaking the title of it, a wrong paper 
has been laid upon your table. I will, however, read that 
eilimate to you. 

An efiimate of the fum which it is fuppoied may be an¬ 
nually applied in Bengal to the difcharge of the honourable 
Company’s debts in India, after the end of April, 1785, by 
which time it is fuppofed that the icduiStions requiied to pio- 
duce It may take place: 

Total revenues taken at a medium of the grofs rupees, 
coUedmus of 1781-2, and 1782-3, - - 4 S 9 » 74 .QC>® 

Expekces. 

Civil » - - - 40,00,000 

Military - - - - 120,00,000 

Marine ...» - 6,00,000 

Charges of colledions, ilipends to the Nabob, 

^c. See, « - ~ - 95,00,000 

261,00,000 

Which leaves a furplus of one hundred and ninety-eight lacks, 
feventy-four tliouiajid rupees, for liquidation of delits, and 
the purchafeof inveftments,* infiead ot one hundred and lifty- 
ieven lacks, as I Hated lad year. 

The honourable gentleman muft recoiled, that all my 
calculations went upon a fuppofition that peace would he 
concluded within a certain period * that period was fever d 
months later than I had hoped it would have been. But if I 
Vvas miftaken m this point, I hope the Houfe will recoiled 
that 1 Hated the refources of Bengal, after all expences paid, 
forty-one lacks of rupees lefs than the Governor General and 
Co^d lay they wdl be for the prefoot year. 

Added 
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Added to an unexpedled protradliion of the war» the tio« 
tiourabie gentleman will eonUder that feveral unexpected de¬ 
mands have been made upon the Bengal Treafory for lait 
year. 

The troops captured by Hyder Ally and Tippoo Soltaun, 
during the war, amounting to twelve hundred Europeans^ 
and feveral thoufand fepoys, had great arrears to receive, 
fome of them two years at leaft , but thefe arrears once paid, 
the charge is at an end. 

I entirely agiee with the honourable gentleman, that Bom¬ 
bay mull depend upon Bengal for every thing, but that Ma¬ 
dras has no refource, I deny. Lord Macartney Hates, that 
for this year, that is, from the 1 ft of July, 1784, to the ill 
of Ji'Jv, 1785, Its refources will exceed its charges 33 lacks of 
rupees and upwards, and that in future this fum will be in- 
creafed. In Ihort, Six, there has been no deception in any 
faCl, on the part of the Dire^ors.—We had reafon to fup- 
pofe peace would be concluded feveral months before it was, 
and that the arrears would have been paid olF fooner than they 
Will be. I always Hated the debts of India, m confequence of 
the war, at lix millions, or llx crores of rupees. They are 
now Hated by the Governor General and Council at leven 
ciores one hundred thoufand rupees, of which not more than 
Hve crores and an half is upon bond, and bears intereH. Upon 
the iubjedl of our refources in India, 1 beg, with the indul¬ 
gence of the Houfe, to read the following extraCls of two 
letters Horn Mi. HaHings to me, dated in October and No¬ 
vember laft, many months fubfequent to the peiiod when tho 
cHimate commences. 

“ In a lette*- which T wrote laft year to the Court of Di- 
“ reClois, dated the i6th ot December, and fent by a new 
** route over land, I promifed, or rather declared, my own 
“ film belief, that weihould be able before the end of this to 
•* begin upon thedifcharge of thofe debts at intcreft. f re- 
^ peat the lame conviftion by thefe difpatches, and what is 
** the debt ? Not half their annual income, but becaufe there 
are no Itndeis, the knowledge and circulation of the Com- 
•* pany’s bonds being confined to the narrow precmii^s of Cal- 
cutta, people haftily fuppofed that our credit was loft. The 
following extrad of a letter, which I have lately received 
from Mr Croftes, is io much in point that 1 add it for a 
“ corrolioration of the opinion which I have given above, 
VIZ. The Hate of our tieafury here is certainly mending* 
** During the fcarce months of the year wc contiived not to 
incie.de our debt; and now that the revenue is coming in* 
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** It IS certainly decreafing, and thfe heavy demands fiom Ma- 
** dras will, 1 hope, ceale very loon. Colonel Pearfe’^ le- 
“ tachment will arrive, nnd a farther redudtion of military 
“ expence may be rradi ; all which will, I am convinced, 
enable Government to wipe off all mcumbiances \tiy 
** fliortly, except the bonded debt, which is lo very tuilinq; 
“ tint It ought never to be confidered as an incumhrinct. 
“ Your hft runittancis will afllft very much; ind hid it 
not been for the drafts from Madras and Bombay, winch 
“ have been beyond all bounds of eflnnate, Bengal wou’d not 
** at this moment owe 1 rupee, except its bond This is i 
“ great deal to 1 ly tht yeir aftei the dole of a war with all 
** India, and all Europe into the baigain, and withal caigoes 
of an aftomfliing value lent home every )ear duiing this 
exp(nh\e wn,” 

In Novembt 1 Mr. H ill mgs fays, “ In a letter written to 
“ the Court of Diredors hli )eai, I give thorn hopes that all 
“ our tieafury onLii would lx. difdi ir^cJ, and that vve fhou’d 
** begin upon ilu paym^^nt ot the boiuled debt by th s IJ - 
** CMnber—Ii no other piyincntsbid Inen mad’than Inch is 
I had a nght to <rt mitc, the cvuit would hive com to 
** pafs—1 fliould leludantly hiVw on^eiited to all >w loit 
** St Georgi ton licks in the whole y ar—they hive diiwii 
fiiicc JEcembei neai fixty-nino, and T iuppofe the itinn- 
“ tances on this month and the next will make the amount 


feventy-hve, which is an excels of - " 

^ The Bombay remittance was in the f-yne peiiod 
** thiitv-thiet, and may be thiity-five, 1 flatc 
“ the ex( fcls at - - - 15 

« Six itgiments of fepoys, which ought to have 
“ beendilbanded 111 Mauh, hut wore not - 5 

“ General letter of i 5th ot June, tin owing on the 
“ T rcafui y a debt ot - - - 40 


Total excefs 1^5 licks 
** Our bonded debt, including mtereft, is 169 00 000 
“ Demands on the Trt-afury - - 115 gj goo 


284 00 coo 

« Our annual income - - . 4^^ 000 

After having uad theft‘ cxtrai^'j, I fhall now, Sir, beg 
leav^to fay a tew woids upon the aocounts of the civil and 
military cxpencts in Bengil, and as often as the honourable 
gentleman llatos ill it the civil expences amount to the enor¬ 
mous lum of 927,000!. lo often fliall I toll him that he mif- 
VoL. XVlll. Bb It ads 
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]ea 4 s the Houfe intentiotially* He knows, and the honoorabl* 
iDire^or under the gallery has told him, that the acpount 
jhoald have been called a general account, for it includes ci¬ 
vil, revenue, commercial, and military. Vhis the honour¬ 
able gentleman knows at the time he accufes the Diredlors o£ 
fallacy, and ignorance, for ftating in one account that the civil 
expences are 380,000!. and in anotl^er, that they are 
927,0001. But, Sir, we may now have aflual accounts 
before us that no one can difpute; for by the laft 
packet an account has been received of the falaries and emo¬ 
luments of all the Company*s fervants, in the Civil, revenue, 
and commercial departments, beginning with the Governor 
Genera), and concluding with the youngeft writer—inclu¬ 
ding alfo the commtflion upon the revenues, upon fait, and 
every other emolument. The total amount 111 current rupees 
is fift}-£ivelacks, fifty-five thoufand thrpe hundred and ninety- 
two and five annas, which at the rate of exchange at which 
bills arc granted m Bengal is five bundled •itid fifty-five thou¬ 
fand five hundred and thirly-nine pounds four fhiliings and 
three pence. I hope the honourable gentleman will now re- 
ibrt to an adlual account, from which many retrenchments 
have hnee been made. There is one other ctrcumfiance 


which I muft beg to take notice of. The honourable gentle¬ 
man, aftei fiatmg againfl his convi£lion that the civil expences 
of Bengal amounted to 927,000!. fays, that enormous as this 
charge is, feveial office'- he left out; and are inflances four, 
^he contra6l: for cliaft and carnage bullocks for the army, 
tha” for elephants and camp equipage, the manufadfure of 
gunpowder, and the vj 61 ualling Fort William, Why, Sir, 
did ever ai'y body bear of tliefe charges Ijcing clafled under the 
head of cv.l cl. I'ges? They are mui'. r\ [Mi. Francis called 
out No acrofs the Houfc] I repca*-, Sii, they aie, and ever 
were. What, the e ^lence of the bullocks employed m draw¬ 
ing your artillery, ir.d f the elephants ufed for carrying the 
camp equipage, nor military c larges • But if the honourable 
gentleman will not beiic^ e me, let him look to the efiimate 
that he has faid fo much upon. He will there fee that in the 
206 lacks of military charges, are included all thefe heads of 
expence, and ever have been included —^One word more, Sir, 
relative tq, our military eflablifhment. A Ihort time .ago I 
Bated, that I belieaecl in my confcience our army expences 
were reduced to 120 lack*?—the hononrable gentleman knows 
that IS an ample allowance for a peace eftamifoment in Ben¬ 
gal. The official accounts at the IndiS’Koufe ftate, that from 
Ap^ laft It would be reduced to 120lacks, and I repeat 
lAgaia, tlmi the accounts now received more than juftify every 

thin^ 
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thing that I haVe faid of the of Bengal to pay oB* all ita 
debts, and to fupport Bombay, That we have foflered by thd 
war IS true* and 1 lament it. The honourable gentleman'fays, 
our circumftances are woefully altered. that in fortd 

that he alluded, we had a large balance ih the Trealury m 
Bengal, and are now deeply m debt. This nation, Sir, owed 
not more than 140 millions before the war, and at prefent I 
am afraid it owes above 250 millions. I repeat again there 
has been no mifreprefentation; the war in India was pro- 
trafted fome months beyond the period at which we hoped it 
would have been clofed; dnd the arrears at Madras and Bom¬ 
bay exceed wh<it they were eBimated at; but to fet agamil 
this the alTets to clear thefe incumbrances, exceed the lum I 
Bated them at forty-one lacks and twenty-four thoufand 
tupees. 

Mr Burke delired to put a queflion to the Deputy Chair- Mr.B«Tl(4l 
man of the Company. He wimed to know of the honourable 
gentleman, from what refources the mveftments of the hxteen 
or eighteen Blips that had been fent out to China, had been 
provided for. 

Mr. N SniitK after a paufe, got up and faid, there were Wr. M4 
certain points to which it would be highly imprudent for him 
to give any reply. We had a monopoly of the trade to India, 
but though that prevented any attempt to cope with the Com¬ 
pany on our part, It did not preclude foreign rivals‘'from 
coping with them; and any thing that could give them anin- 
fight into the credit of the Company woula be wrong, and 
what he ihould imagine that Houfe would not prefs for The 
firll merchant upon the Exchange of London, Mi. Smith 
faid, if alked of what his credit conhfted, would not Bate it; 
in like manner it would be highly imprudent for him to Bate* 
in that Houfe of what the credit of the Company conllBed, in 
the moment that the Company Was about to make ufe of its 
credit; thus much he would lay, by way of general explana¬ 
tion, that the inveftments of the China (hips were pro\ ided, 
and that he had nd doubt but the Company would maintaiii 
its credit both at home and abroad in all reipefts. 

Mr. Burke faid, he (hould be the moft importunate man Mr.Burke^ 
alive, if he were not perfectly fatisBed with the anfwer he 
had received The amount of it was, that the (ixteen (hips 
were fent to China oh credit. This was, he obferved, a cu¬ 
rious reverfe of the (lateraetlt of laB year’s eBimate. In that 
they would find certain funds eBimated as thofe that were to 
pay for the China inveftments, funds, which now no longet 
lifted. Mr» Burke reprobated the condud of the Diredort, 

B h 
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and commented on Mr. Smith’s having faid, when they can»e 
to m’Ae out the elliiiutes ordeietl by the a(^ of the lalt year, 
thd[t It was a new mattei, a matter to which they were 
llrangcrs, and a matter of fome difficulty. He faid of Mr. 
Sraitn’s fptcch, that it w^as an attempt to make up the defi- 
ciencits in the fund of performance, having lecourfe to 
the fund of piomife, a fund which thel!)ire6iors of the Faft-. 
]ndu Company li id at therr command. He faid, if the Com¬ 
pany were to he ietrie\ed at all, il muft be by their levenue 
in lien'anfwenng their difhui fements; a circumftance, of 
which tl c p eluit tihmate altorded no hopes, much Itfs was 
there any hoj e of the Bombay and Madras Prefidencies pro¬ 
ducing i''loin cts equal to then expendituie. He took notice 
of Majoi Scott s quotation from the Governor Geneial’s let¬ 
ter, in which It was ftatid, that Lord Macartney had wnitten 
to Bengal, that the lefources of the Madras Government 
would be more than equal to the dilburlements. His own 
opinion had always been, that, fo far from expedling to derive 
relouices ficni that ravillu d and ravaged country, the Carna¬ 
tic, fupplies muft be fent out there from Great Biitain, oi 
that the couniiy would be loft. Mr Bnike laid, tins had 
uniformlv been his language upon the fubjtiSf. 

Mr D>icU ^Ir J^pytell enumerated the various favings that would be 
made in India, and endeavoured to prove that there vveie re- 
fourccs in Madras and Bombay, nearly equal to the expendi¬ 
ture in each. 

The qu*‘(lion was afterwaids called; and before it was put, 
a few nnmbets calling out tc the ftrangers to withdtaw, 
Mr.Fox Mi. Tox lofc and laid, fiom the word withdiavjy he faw, 
what he could not have imagined before, m/. that there w'as 
a dcfigu to divide upon the motion. He owned his aftonifti- 
iiKiit at this, fince not one word had been laid in reply to any 
oi’cof his lionoi'raMe futncl’s faiSls. How the Houle, thcre- 
toie, or lathti how any pait of the Houle could reconcile jt 
to th ^njfelves to divide againft the appointment of a Commit¬ 
tee, he was at a lofs to imagine; but thole gentlemen who 
were Diie6lots of the Eaft India Company, he piciumcd, did 
not nivJO to divide, becaufe if they did, tliey pleiidtd guilty to 
the cluige alled^ed againil them, and confcftld the whole of 
it to le true. The chaige was, that the accounts that Ind 
been at difteient times prelented by the DireiSiors of the Eaft- 
Tndia Company,'weie fraudulent, fallacious, and deluftve. 
\A>k the J^iitiSlois who had feats in that Houle willing to 
admit that they weic fo? Mr. Fox ccnfuied the conduft of 
tI.d Directors m terms of great warmth , he fai J, ihcir cor)- 
1 duft 
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<lu£t had umformly been calculated to deceive the Ptibltc ami 
delude that Houfe. They had always falhioned the eAimates 
■of their aH^alrs to meet tlie moment, and totally difregarded 
whether they were founded or not. Thus the eftimate of thtt 
laft year had been, as it was now, confeiled and admitted to 
be groltly incone6t; again, the eftimate upon the table was 
ftated to be incorreft even by the Deputy Chairman himfelf, 
who had given another ftatement of his own, which he liad 
aflerted to be the true one. Thus had the Houfe been led on 
from fallacy to fallacy, and fi om fraud to fraud, and as ibon. 
as either was detected, retort was had—not to defence, not 
to argument, but to new promiles. Thus criminal neglect 
was made the giound of futuie confidence. And as fail: as 
one let of pi om lies weie violated, a new fet were held forth, 
and the Houfe w as called upon to become again the dupes of 
thofe who had before deceived them. It had been urged, that 
the ftate of the Compiny’s affairs at home were in a ftounlh- 
jng way. "I bus, whenever the Company were attacked upon 
tlic ftate of thui afEiirs m India, the DiietSIors immedi^^tely 
talked of the ftate of their affairs at home; an(| when the 
ftate of their affaii s at home w^ is the lubjciSI, then the ftate of 
their affairs in India was urged. This was of a piece with 
the whole conduiSl of thofe in office; it was like then coming 
down and boafting of the piofpeious ftate of the financt supon 
the ground ot multiplying the produce of a quaiter four 
tunes, and UleiSting a quaitei to to multiply that had eleven 
dajs too much in it. Oi a Miniftei’s taking the beft of all 
poffible quartcis, and compaiing it with the worft of all the 
quarters of the preceding year. [Mi. Pitt and the Mafter of 
the Rolls laughed.j Mr. Fox lud, w'ltli fome warmth, he 
law he was treated with perfonal indecency by the r»ght ho- 
nouiablc gentleman, and by anotJier honourable gentleman, 
whole indecency was a matter of mere indiffeierice to him. 
He chfiegaided tlie incivility of tuch conduiSl:, and held it m 
contempt. It was fufficieiit lor him to be convinced he was 
completely in the right on the queftion of finance difcuffed 
tlie othe. day. So convinced was he of this, that he would 
iifquehis reputation on the two ftatements; and he thanked 
God a time would come when they ftiould have an oppoitu- 
nity of knowing who was in the light, and w^ho was in thtt 
wrong m thst matter, in like m inner a*? they had that day 
had an opportunity of dete£ting the fallacies and faUchoods of 
the former eftimates of the Diredfois of the Eaft-Tndia Com-* 
pany, Mr, Fox reafoned on the exetfs of the difburlcrocnts. 
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and tipon the refources being minus three millions. He de¬ 
clared he coincided with his honourable friend behind him, iii 
thinking that Lord Macartney had not authorifed any fferfoii 
to declare it as his opinion, that the refources of the Madras 
Ooverninent were equal to ~the expenditure. He faid, he 
had reafon to believe that the noble Lord’s private opinioii 
was dilFerent. He repeated his argument, that to vote againft 
the appomtment of a Committee, would be direftly to fay 
to that Houfe, and* to all the world, that the charges that 
were ftated againft the Direftors were all true, and therefore 
they dared not face an inquiry. He reminded the Houfe of 
the Committee that had lat laft year, all of whom, excepting 
only two gentlemen, were men of known attachment to the 
, Minifter, and yet that Committee had made a report full of 
ufeful information and judicious remark. He realoned upon 
this, to ihew that a Committee of that Houfe, let them be 
nominated by whom they would, might always be depended 
upon for an impartial report, becaufe men of honour, be their 
political attachments what they mighty would not aft upon 
principles that were di(graceful. He urged the Houfe, there¬ 
fore, for Its own charafter and credit, to accede to the mo¬ 
tion ; at any rate he trufted that the Direftors would vote for 
>t> as It was grounded on their own Aatements. 
tfr Chaa- Mr. Chancellor Pttt rofe, and began his fpeech by reply- 
cellar Pitt, ing to that part of Mr. Fox’s in which he had complained of 
being treated with indecency. He obferved, that conhder- 
ing the extreme decorum which at all times dillinguilhed the 
arguments of the right honourable gentleman, confldenng 
the coolnefs and moderation of his language, together with 
the meafured propriety of his manner, he had certainly a 
very fubllantial ground of complaint, if any thing like difre- 
fpeft and indecency were offered to him. For his own part, 
as it was far from his intention to be guilty of fuch a breach 
of good breeding, he was ready to do on that occalion what 
* he had foldom done before, and what he believed he ffiould 

feldom do m future, namely, to make him an apology. This 
be was the move willing to do, as it would afford him an 
oppoitunity of explaining to the Houfe the nature of the 
ailedged offence and the caufe which had given nfe to it «»• 
He had long, he faid, admired the great abilities, and the fur- 
prifine powers of argument and eloquence with which the 
Tight honourable gentleman was fo eminently endowed; but 
tl^re were alfo other qualifications belonging to him which 
bad not efcaped his wonder, in the general view and contem¬ 
plation of his charafter. It was, he faid, the difplay of fome 



D E B A E S» 

of thofe qualificati<»is during hi$, late fpeecli that had glmeti 
occafion to that conduct for which the Houfe had ju(l thea 
h^ard him fo feverely cenfured. The right honourable gen <• 
tleman finding the prefent quefiion not applicable to any oC 
his favourite purpofes, had, with has ufual ingenuity, and 
agreeable to his, ufual practice, contrived to introduce another 
fubje£V, better calculated to afibrd him an opportunity of 
gratifying his pafiions and refentments, and of giving vent 
to thofe violent and fplenetic emotions to which his prefent 
fituation fo naturally gave birth , a fituation, in which, to the 
torments of baffled hope, of wounded pride, and difappointed 
ambition, was added the mortifying rcfie6lionj that to the 
improvident and intemperate ufe ne had made of his power 
and influence, while they lafied, he could alone attribute the 
caufe of all thofe misfortunes to which he was ufed ib con- 
fiantly, fo pathetically, hut fo unfucccrsfully, to folicit tbok 
compiffion of the Houfe. Feeling as he did for the right 
honourable gentleman, he declared, that he fhould think it 
highly unbecoming in him to confider any of his tranfports. 
ariv of thofe ecftafies of a mind labouring under the aggravated 
loud of diiappointment and felf-upbraiding which at prefent 
were his lot, as objefls of any other emotion in his breafl than 
that of pity, certainly not of refentment, nor even of contempt. 
What the particular aiSlion or expreffion of oountenence was 
that had given fuch uncafinefs to the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, he could not well explain to the Houfe, but he re¬ 
membered that, at the time, it pioceeded fiom no other im- 
pulle of his mind, than tliat of lurpnfe at the fingular adroit- 
nefs with which he found a dry and infipid quellionof account 
converted into a fubjedf for fuch fublime and fpirited decla¬ 
mation as that with which the Houfe had juil then been en¬ 
tertained ; and he could not but think that, confidering all 
circumllances, there was gieat judgement in the change 
which the right honoiirable gentleman had made, as fo much 
better adapted to his purpofes, his talents, and his informa>^ 
tion. But though the right honourable gentleman had been 
fo fortunate as to introduce a variety into the debate, well 
calculated tp difplay theluflre of his oratoiical capacity, he 
had unluckily hit upon a fubje61: that m other refpedfs did him 
but little credit. He wondered that the right honourable 
gentleman did not confider, that in bringing back the recol- 
ledlion of the Houfe to the obie£l, on which he had fome few^ 
days ago engaged thdh: attention ; he had forgot, that in fo 
doing he muft alio remind them of the event of that day’s de¬ 
bate, and ferve to imprint more laftingly on their minds the 

fituation 
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iittiatioti to which he had reduced himfelf by hi$ conduct on 
that occafion J a frtuation which, were it his cafe, he con- 
feflH he ihould himfelf look back to rather with humiliation 
and felf-reproach, than with pride and exultation; but he ad4* 
jnired the fortitude and philofophy with which the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman perMed m his favourite puipofe, be it 
what It might, evert though fhame and difgiace l'‘v.ori in his 
way • he drew, however, a happy omen from the warmth 
with which he cfpoufed the prefent motion, and from the 
affinity which was endeavour^ to be eftabliffied between it 
and the foimer motion, which had been thus iriegularly al¬ 
luded to, wiflimg that the confequence att? ndiiig tins attack 
on the credit of the Eaft-India Company, might be firailar to 
that which had already followed the feveial reiterated attacks 
on the public credit of the nation, viz. a great and rapid in- 
creafe in the value of the ftocks he lamented, therefore, tliat 
the argument of this day could not be known in India as 
fpeedily as that of the former was m England, becaufe by 
that means the happy effe6ls of it would in that quai ter be no 
longer delayed. When he confidered the latitude which the 
right honourable gentleman had given himlelf in the ule of 
his expreffions, and compared it with his extraordinary feiih- 
bility> to a lilent and almofb imperfcptible relaxation of fea¬ 
tures, he was inclined to fuppofe tliat the do£lnue of the 
right honourable gentleman was, that a filent fpeclator ought 
toendeavour, by all poffible means, to avoid even a look that 
might give offence, while he that was fpcaking had a right 
to confider himlelf as abfolved from all the lefuaints of mo¬ 
deration, good manners, or even common decency. He was 
perfuaded that there would always be foiiiul courage in that 
Houfe to a<5l right. [Mi. Pitt was proceeding in this flrain, 
when there was a cry of Hear him, from the other fide; and 
for a fhort time theic was fome diforder, until Mr. Pitt turn¬ 
ed to the queftion.j He was furpiifed to heai fiom the right 
honourable gentleman, that he had not cxpeifted any oppoli- 
lion to the motion before him, until he had heard an ouler 
for ftrangers to withdraw; for if he had liftened to the argu¬ 
ments of a right honoinable friend of his behind him (Mr. 
Burke) he would ha\ e fecn that they were all founded on an 
idea that fuch an oppofition was intended; and he would t«^e 
upon him to fay, that there never was a motion which me¬ 
rited an oppofition more ftrongly than 1^ prelent. The two 
moft obvious grounds for fuch a Committee as was required, 
we^e cither to ground on their report a charge of ciiminality 

againil 
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againft the Court of Direftors, (and 9 very high d^ree of 
criminality it would be, if they ihould be fouhd to have wil¬ 
fully attempted to deceive the Houfe m their Hatement of the 
refources and dHburfements of the Company,) or elfe to ra¬ 
tify an idle cunohty by an inquiry which, when hnilhed, 
■would be wholly uielefs, and inapplicable to any deiirable 
purpofe. With refpe<9: to the Direftors being liable to any 
charge for an intentional nuftatement to the Houfe, that, 
obferved, was entirely out of the quellion, as the ilateiijent, 
which was alledged to be fallacious, was not a pofitive ac¬ 
count of dilburfements already made, and refources at the 
time in being, but of what was expeiSled to be the amount of 
both, in cafe a circumftance, which was at the time Shortly 
to have been looked for, fhould take place, namely, the 
concluhon of a peace: that peace having been deferred for 
near a* year beyond the period when it was expelled to have 
taken place, had of courfe made a material difference between 
the faiSl and the hopes of the Directors, by confiderably in- 
crcafing their difburfements, and diminifliing their refources. 
From hence the inaccuracy of the account, and the innocence 
of the Directors, were perfedlly reconcileable io each other ; 
for he prefumed there was no gentleman would contend, that 
in a fpeculation of fo uncertain and diftant a nature as the 
affairs of the Eaft-India Company, there could be any crimi¬ 
nality in being unable to forefce fuch accidental events as 
might naturally take place to derange an eflimate calcu* 
lated without any view or profpeit of fuch accidents. This 
being the cafe, he muft conclude, that the other motive (that 
of cuiiofity) was that to which the Houfe weic indebted for 
the prefent motion—fuch a motive as this he would by np 
means give way to, when by fo doing he fhould involve any 
number of gentlemen in an unneceffary and troublefome in¬ 
quiry. Such a cunofity as this, if once indulged, would flill 
continue to gam ground, and to increale, and at length, per¬ 
haps, the Houfe would be applied to, to appoint a Committe® 
to confider and make their obfervations on every finglc dff- 
patch that fliould arrive from India. Indeed, if this princi¬ 
ple of cunofity formed any patt of the fyflern of parliamen¬ 
tary proceedings, he remembered a time when it might have 
been applied with peculiar propriety: he thought there could 
• not liave offered a more mterelling, nor a more curious objedt 
of fuch an inquiry, than “ what were the motives upon 
which the right honourable gentleman and his fnends had 
flamed their celebrated plan or Eaft-Tndia regulation lafl year, 
VoL. XVllL C c and 
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atid what might have been the elEfeiSIrs naturally to be^expeifted 
from thence, had it been earned into execution r” When it 
was confidered to what a furpnfing extent the bold and 
afpiting authors of that plan had endeavoured to carry it; 
that It embraced the whole of the executive government, the 
whole of the patronage, and, ui Ihort, every political fundlion 
* of the Company, and transferred them all to the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman in fuch a manner, as to have fecured to 
himfelf and his friends a power over this country, as well as 
that, which ihould have continued to laft until, by a few 
more fuch experiments on both, they had rendered either no 
longer worth the holding; hen it was confidered that it had 
been complained of, that one fouicc of the calamities of the 
Company proceeded from the too gieat influence of patro¬ 
nage, and the abufes to which it had been made inftrumental; 
and yet, that, to cure thcle abufes, that very influence from 
which they fprung, was to be increaled to luch an extent, 
and modelled in fuch a manner, as to leave no hope of its not 
being ufed to much more dangerous purpofes than any yet 
known, except from the acknow lodged immaculacy of the 
hallowed hands in which it was to be placed. He had, lie 
faid, in his hand a lift of the officers which that famous bill 
made removable at pleafure, a few of which he would men¬ 
tion to the Houfe, m order that they might judge "whether 
the univerfal opinion which that bufinels had given rife to, 
of die evils likely to refultfiom theincreafe of patronage, and 
the placing that patronage in dangerous hands, could be 
called, with any regard to tlie meaning of the word, a delu- 
fionr—here he read, befldes the Governors and Council, one 
place of 25,000!. per annum; one of 15,000, five of 10,000, 
five of 9,000, one of 7,500, four of 5,000, twenty-three of 
3,000, and fo on till he came to places of one thoufand, 
which, he obierved, were 111 companion with the others fo 
trii|ing, as hardly to be worth his mentioning. There could, 
he faid, be but one other motive for appointing the Commit¬ 
tee, and that was, to difcover the true ftate of the Company's 
a&irs. 111 order to give them fuch relief as they might appear 
to be in need of; if this was the idea on which it was fuggeft- 
ed, he was furprifed to find in the right honourable gentleman 
fo very forward and unufual a Jibeiahty towards the Com¬ 
pany; foi, ietting afide the defperate attempts which he al¬ 
ready had alluded to on their interefts, he had fince that pe¬ 
riod made a nioft violent oppofitjoit to the granting of them 
that relief which they applied for m the laft felTion of Parlia¬ 
ment; 
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mcnt; and now, when they demanded no fuch affiftance. Was 
he defirous of impofing it upon them againft their confent, 
though he had fo recently endeasroured to withhold it from 
tiiem when they thouglit it neceflary > Upon the whole, 
he concluded with faying, that if he had come down to the 
Houfe perfedlly uninfoimed on the fubjedi, he ihould, not- 
withifanding, have learned enough from what he had already 
'heard in the courfe of the debate, to be able to make up his 
mind as to the impropriety of appointing the Committee, a 
meafure that fhould therefore meet his moft hearty negative. 

Mr. Fax rofe to explain. He faid, the right honourable Mr Fo*. 
gentleman had ftrangely mifconceived him, if he imagined 
tliat he had argued the motion, with a view to prove that 
the Eaft-India Company ftood in need of farther relief. He 
had entertained no fuch idea. He had contended, that a 
Committee ought to be appointed; and that becaufe the 
Houfe had been prefented with accounts of the ftate of the 
Company’s affairs, delivered in by the Diiedlors themfelves, 
each groflly and flagrantly contradiding the other in eflen- 
tials. With regard to his perfonal difappointment, which 
the right honourable gentleman thought proper to aflei t, he 
begged to know of him what there was mortifying in his 
fituation, that fhould make him feel himfelf to be a difap- 
pointed man ? Had any thing happened in the courfe of the 
prefent feflion, that favoured fuch a fuppofition ? Was* it 
the failure of the different fchemes to hairafs and opprefs 
him, in which the right honourable gentleman was iufpedled 
to have been a principal adlor behind the feenes, that indicated 
his mmtiffcation or difappointment ^ Till foinething did 
appear^to warrant a reafonable fufpicion of his feeling like a 
disappointed man, perhaps it might be as well for the right 
honourable gentleman not to waffe his faicafrns. 

Lord JSorih faid, he thought the queftion ought to be car-« LordNoinft. 
tied, for the beff; of all reafons, vi/i. becaufe no honourable 
gentleman had made a Tingle objection to it. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had urged a confideiable fliare of argu^ 
ment, a confideiable Jhare of inveftive, of praife of himfelf, 
and of infinuation againft others; hut be had not advanced 
one found reafon why a Committee fhould not be inftituted 
to inveftigate the caufe of the contradi£lioas to be met with 
in the very contradidlory papers that had been prefented under 
the name of Eftimates by the Ehreftors of the Eaft-India 
Company. Inftead of anfwenng the argument of his right 
honourable friend, inftead of overthrowing the ftatements of 
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the honourable gentleman who made the motkai^ mfiead 
of difproving any of the he had alledgedy the ng^t ho* 
nourable gentleman had recommended to the Houle, not can¬ 
dour nor faimefs, but what mull indeed be deemed a nobler 
virtue; he had recommended cwragt ; and in fuch a recom¬ 
mendation he had a< 5 ted wifely; for if ever courage was parti¬ 
cularly neceflary, it was when an ailembly was called upon 
to a<5t in defiance of convidtion, and to vote againll a motion, 
in fupport of which many ftrong reafons had been affigned, 
and againft which no one realon whatever had been attempted 
to be advanced. To a 61 under fuch circumAances, and m 
fuch a manner, gentlemen muft be courageous; for without 
arming themfelves with more than an ordinary lhare of par¬ 
liamentary courage and parh^imentary fortitude, it would be 
impoflible for them to deny, what there was no parliamentary 
piecedent for refullng. As the better fort of valour was dil- 
cietion, his Lordihip advifed the Houle to inquire before 
they decided, and to take proper means of being fure they 
were in the right, prior to their giving a vote that they might 
afterwards fte caufe to believe had been wrong. The right 
honourable gentleman had declared that he underilood the 
meaning of the contiadicSlions in the different eftimates. Per¬ 
haps he did, but in order that he might underiland them 
too, his Lordihip faid, he wilhed a Committee to be ap¬ 
pointed. Inftead of allowing that meafure, the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had offered himfelf m lieu of a Commit¬ 
tee, and delired the Houfe to be content with his obfervations 
upon the eftimates. His Lordllup defended the Eaft-Indta 
bill that had been brought iii during the Duke of Portland’s 
adminiftration, and ftated the places which Mr, ^tt had 
alluded to, one of a5,oool. a year, two of io,oooI. a year, 
6cc. &c. as the abufes which that bill was calculated to cor¬ 
real, by removing the patronage from the hands of the Go¬ 
vernor General in India, and placing it m the hands of a 
Committee here at home, lubjei^ to the control and under 
the immediate eye of Parliament. He mentioned the order¬ 
ing the doubtful claims of the Nabob of ArcoPs creditors to 
be paid, as an mftance in winch the right honourable gentle¬ 
man’s Board of Control had lliewn fomeof that courage which 
he had doubtleflly infiifed into them, where the Houfe had he- 
litated again and again, although it had a months mtnd to go 
that length. His Lordihip took notice of the manner m 
which Mr. Pitt had attacked his right honourable friend, 
and faid, though the right hoiKiurable gentleman could not 
I bear 



A* 1785* D £ B A , T £ S,i 

bear the Jeaft allufion to hts own conduct in the late de» 
bates on finance, the right honourable gentleman larely 
ever rofe without taking occafion to come loufe upon him 
with fome feveiity on the lubjeft of the American war; 
a fevcnty, however, which he owned he felt the lefs, fiom 
knowing that theie were thole near the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman full as refponlible for that mcaluie as he was, and 
from feeling that he had no fort of right to complain of the 
right honourable gtiitleman’s uiing him worfe than he 
treated his filends. His Lordfliip took notice of the argu¬ 
ments that hid been uiged on the Icore of the Company's 
growing profpeiity, and adverted to the Relief bill of thelaft 
year, in which the Company, who had come to Parliament 
in forma paupet tSf weie at once deemed both rich and poor, 
and treated accordingly, being as beggars relieved from their 
pretended diftrefs, and allowed as llrealthy men to make a 
larger dividend than they had ever been allowed by Parlia¬ 
ment to make in their moft flourifhmg htuation. The right 
honourable gentleman, he obfcived, had laid, he wiftied the 
Eaft-Indu Company well. So he did. He had more than 
once declared the interefts of the Company were^ fo mvoh ed 
and wrapped up in the interefts of the country, that it ought 
to be relieved when really difliefled, and it mult be a matter 
of general joy when its afFaiis piofpered. 'i he right honour¬ 
able gentleman had Cud, that the Company's alFaas did pro- 
Iper, and that they would continue to profper. He owned, 
his Lordlhip faid, the right honourable gentleman had fur- 
nifiied him with one reafon for thinking that they would 
continue to profper. He had made the Houfe no prom fe that 
they would, which he confidered as a good giound to rely 
on. 

Major Scott defiled to explain what he hid faid relative to Major Scow 
Lord Macartney’s ideas of whit might be done at Madras, by 
reading an extract of a letter from his Lordfliip to Bengal, in 
which he Rated that the revenues fiom July 1784, to July 
1785, would exceed the charges tlnrty-thiee lacks of lupces, 
and in future years would increafe. 

Sir fames fohnjione rofe, he faid, to give a reafon againft Sir T*me» 
the appointment of a Committee, which had not occurred to JohnftoDe. 
any gentleman. The mofl: pleafing paffion of tlie human 
mind was illufion; now if a Committee were appointed, 
the illufion that thofe gentlemen wete wrapped in, who 
had been promifed the different places, fiom twenty-five 
thoufand a year to fiftefeii hundred a year, would be broken 
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through, their names would be difcovered, and they would 
not only have the mortiBcation of having thsir hopes di£&- 
pated, but they would be laughed at into the bargain. 

Wlien the queftion was put, Mi. Francis and his friends 
acquit ^ced in the decifion of the chair, that it was negatived, 
and rofe to give notice that be ihould bring forwaid the fame 
buGneis next week in another ihape. There was a cry, how¬ 
ever, of “ divide ** The Houfe accordingly divided, 

Ayes, - “ - 45 

Noes, - - - i6i 

Afterwards, when the Members weic declared, Mr. Saw- 
bridge corophmented the Scotch Baronet who had evidently 
done fome violence to his own feel ngs and cc nfiftency, m 
order to complete the aufpiLious number, jpor/y Jwe, 

Ftidayt May 6. 

Mr.Idei* Mr. Fden moved, ” That an humble addrefs be prefentcd 
** to His Majcftv, that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give 
“ diredliOi s, that there be hid before this Houle an account 
“ of all articles of Irifli coiiiumption, charged in Ireland, 
“ with an inteiml duty on the manufaiSlory, or a duty on the 
matenals, ilating and diftinguiihing the feveral duties.*' 
And as he /hould heieafter have occafion to contend, that this 
account would involve fome confiderations of extreme im¬ 
portance nd difficulty in the propofed arrangement with Ire¬ 
land, he might reafonably be afked why he had not called for 
»t fooner he would furly then acknowledge that though he 
had given an unremitted attention to the Irifh bufinels during 
miny weeks, and though he bad entered upon the i iquiry 
with the advantage of iome experience in the fubjedl, he had 
not adverted, till within the laft week, to the particular point 
which was now theobjedl of hio inquiry, and which the pie- 
fent motion wbuid elucidate. He was even willing to doubt 
whether he was right in his conception refpe£liijg it; becaufe, 
if he was right, it would infallibly place the miuufacSlu ers ot 
this kingdom in a iituation infinitely worfe even til'll! their 
ptefent fears it would make an immediate change in the du¬ 
ties on Britifh imports inU> Ireland, to the difadvantage of the 
Bntifh manufaflurer in moA articles, and in fome inllances 
to a degree which would operate as a prohd^ition. And yet 
fuch a change did not feem to be apprehended by any of the 
numerous petitioners, who both in their petitions ..nd exami- 
liations Teemed to fuppole that their manufadlures were to 
continue importable into Ireland upon the prefeiit duties. the 
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fame idea feemed to have prevailed at the Committee of the 
Privy Council in all their examinations, and even that day 
he had aiked feveral gontlemen then prefent. whether they 
had not fuppofed that the duties on Bntifti manufadlures, im¬ 
portable into Ireland, were to remain without alteration , and 
iuch had been the general opinion. He ihould have been 
tempted^ therefore, to dilbcheve the contrary inference which 
he had now forraeil, if a repeated confideration of the propo- 
iltions had not convinced him of its accuracy. It would be 
found in the fourth propofition, that theloweft duty payable 
at prefaat upon the importation of any article of either king¬ 
dom into the other, was hereafter to be the duty payable in 
each kingdom, and in the nature of a poit duty . in addition 
to this, by the fifth propofition, a farther duty might be 
charged in each kingdom, to countervail the internal duty on 
the manufa£luie, 01 the duty on the mateiul What then 
mull be the confequence ? He would liluftrate it by a part.- 
cular inftance, and would leave others to applv a hmiiu ica- 
foning to all the articles of filk manufiiduu-, mixed filk, non 
wares, &:c. At preft it the duty p.ivahle in Irekind on a h.if- 
rel of imported Eiighlh de or poiter, was aboijit fou*- foil- 
lings, and the duty i n Info ale or poitcr imported into Eng¬ 
land was much higher , the duty, theiefore, of four foillings 
was hereafter to be the poit duty on that ai tide in each coun. 
try: but the internal duty in IreLind on ale and laeei hap¬ 
pened to be high, and, under the fitih j lopofition, mi^lit be 
charged alfo on the Enghfo article. Eitimating, therefore, 
this additional duty at five foillings, the articles ot Engluh 
brewery, which formed an annual export at prefent of" about 
SOyOcol. a year to Ireland, would be charged with moie th m 
double their prefent duty , or, in other words, would be 
prohibited. The lame reafoning would extend, in difoient de¬ 
grees, to a great variety of articles. If it foould be anCwered, 
that this was meant, and underllood, he would only lay, that 
It had never been fo undexllood by the nianufiic^urers, and 
would be attended, in many inftances, with lenous conle- 
fequences. If, on the contrary, it foould be faid that it wa< 
not meant, he mull affert, that the refolutiuis, as at prefent 
expreliy, fpecifically Hated it; and it would be difficult to 
fupport a difierent inference, otherwife than by introducing a 
dliferent plan. He would not prefs the confideration farther 
at prefent, though not unprepared to go into the detail of it« 
confequences relpe^ing many articles of Britifo trade. He 
had now twice endeavoured to give a general view of it, and 
had no doubt that it would be properlv and fairly confidered 
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Mr. Fox feconded the motion ; and the addtefs was voted 
without farther remark. 

iSn&uMfoy Mr. Beaufoy moved for leave to brmg in a bill, to explain 
and amend the excite laws, and to extend the right of trial by 
jui^. He introduced his motion in the following manner 

1 gave notice to the Houte yefterday evening, that on this 
day 1 would a{k their permiflion to brmg m a bill for the pur- 
po^ of corrcfting and defining the junfdidlion of the com- 
milTionersofexcife, and forextending the right of trial by 
jury. 

My attention to tins fubjeiSt has been ftrongly excited by 
obferving, that if an Enghlhman be alked what is the privi¬ 
lege that chiefly conftitutes hisci\il freedom? his anfwer is, 
“ the right of trial by jury.” If he be afked; on what he 
chiefly relies for the continuance of his political liberty ? his 
anfwer is ftill the fame, “ on the right of trial by juryfor 
lie thinks this privilege a more certain proteflion from arbi¬ 
trary power, than that which arifes from a bianch of the Le- 
gi^ature being appointed by the People. Yet this eflential 
privilege, the objeft of his pafllonate attachment, is often 
denied him in queftions of revenue , it/is denied him in all 
cales Utat are determined by julhees of the peace, or by the 
comnftffioners of excife. 

In luggefting a remedy for this defeft in our laws, I think 
my felf fortunate m being anie to fay, that the evils which the 
hill propofes to reform, are marked out as objedtsof juft un- 
eafinels, and of well-founded national alarm, in the writings 
' ofgieat man, from whofe Commentaries the legiflators of 
this kingdom, generally fpeaking, derive their knowledge of 
the laws. 

“ The proceedings.of the excife,” fays Blackftone, “ are 
“ fo (ummary and fudden, that a man may be convidled m 
“ two da)s time, in the penalty of many thoufard pounds, by 

three commiffioners, or two juftices of the peace, to the 
“ totil exclufion of the trial by jury, and difregaid of the 
** common law.” 

The proceedings are fudden and fummary indeed. In 
CTght and forty hours the fubjeft may be convifted in penal¬ 
ties that flwll devour his whole fortune, that lhall ftrip hun 
of the means of life, and reduce him at once from affluence to 
beggary If the penalty is greater than he is able to dif- 
charge, imprifonmcnt ineviiabl'y follows, and that too, of a 
Ration to which the law has afflgned no limit. ’And what, 
S»r, 'is the fort of evidence that is rwuired to bring this ruin¬ 
ous convidtion on the fobjea * T^e evidence of a ftngle 
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witnefs IS fufficient—Of a witnefs under the firon|^A tempta¬ 
tion to perjury, for if he eftabliihes his charge, is entitled 
to one half of the goods that are forfeited, togetl^ with one 
half of the penalties that are levied, as a reward for his in* 
dullry, as a premium for his accufation. And who aie the 
judges that are to decide the cauie, under circumllances io pe¬ 
rilous to the fubje6:^ Twojuftices of the peace, or three 
commiflioners of excife, men, who in no refpe£l are the 
peers of the acculed • for where is the tie that conne£ls their 
iltuation with his ? What have they in common with him, 
that can lead tliem to dread that hib cale may hereafter be 
their own? jf/ir intercfts are notr inteiefts, nor/;« feel¬ 
ings thetr feelings. If they extend the burden of the law be¬ 
yond the realon of the law, they themfelves cannot feel the 
weight of Its oppreflion Let it be remembered too, that the 
commillioners of excife are removable at the pleafure of the 
Ciown, As dependent officers of the revenue, they aie m 
lome meafure parties to the caufe ; and fhould their decifion 
be unjuft, to whom fhall ilie fuffeier coinphm ? who fhall 
receive his appeal ? I hear it faid, tiie Commiffioners of 
Appeals Sir, there is no fuch tiihunal From the firll 
cftabliftiment of tlieCourt, in the reign of Charles the Second, 
they are faid to have met but once, and for the laft thirty 
years they have not met at all: they exift only as penfioners 
to the Crown. Now, except to this fliadowy court, which 
in pta£tice has not, and from the nature of its inditution ne¬ 
ver can have, any real exiftence, there is no tribunal to which 
the iubjeiSl:, if aggrieved by the judgement of the Com- 
miffioners, can poffiblyappeal. 

You, Mr. Speaker, well know, that if any of the fupenor 
courts pronounce an unjuft deeffion, a writ of cnor gives re¬ 
lief to the fubjedl. If the judge millcids the |ury on a point 
of law, a new trial, grounded on the mildireftion of the 
judge, opens again the avenues to juftice. In a variety of 
cafes, an appeal to the Houfe of Lords relcues the caufe from 
the janTdiftion m which it was firft decided, and brings its 
merits to a new difcuflion befoie the moft auguft tnbunal at 
this time exiiling in the world. But the Commiffioners of 
cxcife acknowledge no fupenor junfdiftion ; they contend, 
that if they pronounce an unjuft decifton on the accufed, every 
avenue to juftice is barred againft him,—Such are the courts 
of lummary and fuddenjunldi 61 ion, whofe proceedings Black- 
ftone reprefents as abhorrent to the general law of the land. 

But while I defenbe m their full magnitude the objec¬ 
tions to the courts of fummary procedure, 1 am perfeiftly 
VoL. XVIII. P d aware 
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awtire tlhat they hav6 alfo their a'(^vantages , atid that thnfe 
^vantages .ice of the highefl importance to the eafe and cOh* 
veniencc of the fuhje^, as well as to the interefts of the reve¬ 
nue. To the fubjedt they are obvioiifly beneficial in all 
thofe cafi s in which the value m quefiioh is too fitiall to 
fuftain tlie cxpencc of a tiial by jur). To the interefts 
of the revenue they are elTential in all thofe cafes in vl-hich 
the procedure of the ordinary courts Would be too flow to 
arreft the progrefs of fraud, till lofles of a dangerohs magni¬ 
tude have been incuired 

If, for ex.implt., a dilliller ftiould refufe to pay the duty 
with which he is charged, and on that account lliould be 
fued, as the law diredls he fliall, for double the amount of the 
duly he fo withholds, it would be dangerous, indeed, to 
pioceed againft him in any court that has not a fuminary 
piocedure, for^ as the ium which a diftiiler pays is often 
from twelve to fifteen hundred pounds a week, it is evi¬ 
dent, that befoie the flow procefsofa tiial by jury could give 
efFeft to the law, the difliller would have acquired a vaft 
fortune, and have removed with his wealth to another 
kingdom. 

But though It be obvious, that the fummary couits arene- 
cellary in forae cafes, for the fccunty of the revenue, and ex¬ 
pedient in others, for the convenience of tlie luhjeift , yet It 
IS equally evident, that the fubjedt ought not to be deprived 
of his tri il by jury, in cafes in which no advantage can follow 
either to the revenue or him lei f. 

There ought to be but two interefts In queftion , the in- 
tereft of the levenue, and the mtereft of the fuhjedl hut, un¬ 
fortunately, a third interfiles, the intereft of the officer I 
do not mean tint lort of'intereft which is connedted with 
the intereft of the revenue, and which arifesfiom the offi¬ 
cer’s being in foiue meafure the alibclate of Government j for 
the intereft I mean is purely felfifti, and is founded on confi- 
deiations of private animofity and perlonal hatred towards 
the accufed ; or on confiderations pecuniary and fordid 

To the malignant effedts of this private intereft in the offi¬ 
cer, It IS owing, that in caufes of the greateft magnitude the 
benefit of a trial by jury is fiequentJy withheld; and the fub- 
jedt, in cafes in which his all is at ftake, is confined to the 
fudden and fummary jurifdidVion of the arbitrary court* 

To remove this obvious hardftiip, which brings with it no 
benefit to the revenue, while it oppreftes and irritates the 
fubjedf, IS the chief purpofe of the bill that 1 wifti to have the 
honour of prefenting to the Houfe. 
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Tbe bill propofes give to the fubjeflt, with certain ex¬ 
ceptions, and on certain conditions that are neceflary for the 
lecunty of the revenue, an optional right to a ttwl by jury in 
all queuions of excife. In all cafes, whatever be the magni¬ 
tude of the caufe, the ful>je£k will efteem tins option an 
msflimable privilege. Should the value in difpute be fmall, 
the fubjeft, if I know the Ipint of my countrymen, willoftep 
fay, “ *Tis true the woiih of the goods is trifling, and the 
penalty itfelf inconfjdcrable , but 1 will not In biaiided as a 
“ fraudulent tiadu .it the plcifureof any arbitrary court—I 
“ will throw myfelf upon my countiy—T have confidence in 
“ thejuflice of my caufe, and whatever be the expence, I 
will be tried by my pceis.”—Such will often be the lan¬ 
guage of the fubje£l in cauies comparatively trifling; but 
ihould the value of the feizuie, on the contrary, be great ; 
ihould the forfeiture of the goods bung otlici penalties along 
with It, fhould the whole fortune of the accufed. Ins meins 
of life, his libeit), iliould they be all at flake—in that cafe, 
how willherejo'ce to find, tint thofe who are to fit in judge¬ 
ment upon him, and to be arbiters of his fate, arc men of 
likeinteufts, and of like feelings with himlelf. 

Thus, the bill piopoies fogive rhefub)e(5l, in evety cift, in 
which he chufes to claim it, a right of tiial by Ins pcer^. 

To this geneial rule there is unavoidably one exception, 
which IS the fime 1 mentioned befou, that of a piofccuticn for 
the payment of double duties. Ihis is the only txci ption, 
for it IS the only cafe m which the interells of the revenue 
can fuflain a lols by the delay tint attends the prorcls of a 
trial byjuiy , and foitunalely it is fuch an exception, as cm 
be pioduiSlive of no injuflice to the fubje^l, foi tlu nitint, 
of the cafe leaves nothing to the difcreiioii of the court In 
the firfl place, the charge itfjf, if tiue, any be eahly cfl:i- 
bliJflied, and if faife, may aseafily be difpiovcd , foi vvh-'^hcr 
the defendant has or has not paid, on the diy preienbed by tlie 
law, tile duties winch he owed to Goveinment, is a tail of 
notoriety, and ealily afccrtained. 

If the money was really paid, it mull have been pn d to the 
collciloi, probably in the piefenceof the cleiks of ihc o i ce, 
and of many witnefles who attended on the lame d iv, loi the 
fame purpofe , but, at any late, the uluaUecunty ot a icccipt 
furniihes a pi oof of piyment. 

In the next place, it is evident, that if the exiflence of the 
offence be piovcd, the extent of the punifhment m no dugiee 
depends on the plealuie of the court; it is ftriflly defi ed by 
the law, below the limits of which it caimot be mitigated, and 
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beyond which it can as little he extended * nothing therefore, 
either as to the proof or puniihmeut of the offence, is left to 
the diredtion of tl\e Judge; and with this lingle exception, 
an exception as harmlefs to the fubjeft, as necejQary to the 
revenue, the right of a trial by jury is given in all queflions of 
excife. Thus, Sir, I have attempted to defcribe the principal 
obje^ and general outline of the bill which 1 am anxious to 
prefent to the Houfe But, that I may not be mifunderflood 
in fome expieffions I have ufed, peimit me, Sir, before I con¬ 
clude, to onferve, that when 1 complained of the hardfhips 
of the excife laws, and of the defpotic conflitution of its 
court, I meant not to complain of the perfons who prefidc 
in that tribunal, and by whom thefc laws are difpenfed to the 
people. 

The conduct of the prefent Commiffioners has been uni¬ 
formly mild and lenient The example of thofewho fill the 
liigbeft offices of the law has dilcountenanc/cd, in the inferior 
^urifdiftions, all malicious attacks on the civil rights of the 
people. 

*1 here were times, indeed, when zeal for the Crown was 
fuppofed to imply enmity to thefubjeft. 

1 here were tunes when the Attorney General thought bim- 
felf officially the ftedfaft foe of the People. 

There were times (the proofs that there were fill and de- 
foim ourhiAory) when thofe who fat on the judgement feat 
were paities againft theaccufed, were forward to convi6l, 
and eager to condemn —the zeal of the executioner infpired 
the dccilions of the Judge. 

But this judicial defpotifm has fortunately palled away 
with thofe ill-fated and arbitrary reigns fiom which it ic- 
ceived its birth 

In the clnra^ler of the learned gentleman near me, to 
whole office tlie power of profecuting on behalf of the So¬ 
vereign belongs, the fiibjed leads with fatisfaiStion his own 
lecurity from the apprehenfions his ancellois were compelled 
to beai In his conduft a faithful and firm attachment to the 
ferviceof the Ciown is leen in every Hep of its progrefs, ac¬ 
companied by an anxious folicitude for the civil rights of the 
People In his hands the terrors of the law are leferved only 
for the guilty 

'I he Judges of the prefent day are the ohjefls of the Peo¬ 
ple's highf ft veneration Placed upon an eminence on which 
the varnblenefs of politics, the fhiftings of Admmiftrations, 
and even the aweful event of the deceafe of the Sovereign 
bimfeJf, aivjpioduftiveof no change, the People receive their 
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deciilons as the decrees of unbiaifled wifdom, of pore dtfin- 
tereiled juflice. 

When perfons of fuch high charaders prefide in the fuperior 
tribunals of the kingdom, even thefe courts of junfdi(Slions 
that are not dependent upon them are conlcious of reftiaint, 
in the exercife of arbitrary power 

Thus, Sir, 1 have endeavoured to give the Houfe an account 
of a bill that has for its objed the harmonizing the interefts 
of the revenue with the rights of the People, by giving fecu^ 
nty to both. 

And now with all diffidence in my own exertions, but with 
all confidence in the excellence of theobjedf tor which I con¬ 
tend, 1 beg leave to move for permiffion to bring in a bill 
** to explain and amend the laws noW in being, giving jurif- 
“ di£lion to the Commiffioners of excite, ilnd the Juftices of 
“ the peace, in matters relating to the revenue of excite or 
“ inland duties ” 

Leave was given. 


Mondayy May 9, 

Mr. Chancellor Titt rofe, he faid, in performance of the Mr Chat*, 
moil unpleafant part of his duty, that of propofing to the cellor Pi«, 
Committee the impofition of new burdens on their conftito- 
ents, for the purpote of anfwering the neceffary demands of 
the public fervice. It was, he was fufficitntly peifuadcd, as 
much a matter of regret to other gentlemen as it could be to 
him, to find ihemfelves called to the painful talk of providing 
for the exigencies of the late calamitous and unprofitable 
war, m order to bring back the country to its former vigour 
and importance, and give liability to its ilrength and piofpe- 
rity. He lliould begin by ftating to them the amount ot the 
feveral articles of lupply that had been voted, and that re¬ 
mained to be voted for the fervice of the cuirent year, and 
would afterwards Hate the ways and means to anfwei them, 
in order to /hew what the deficiency was that he mull: pro¬ 
vide for, and what taxes it would be neceflary to propofe He 
faid, he was under no apprehenfion that when iliey perceived 
the indifpenfable and abfolute neceffity of creating efficient 
and certain funds for that purpofe, any dread ot popular dif- 
content would difcourage them from the duty which they 
owed to the People, whofe welfare and fecurity alone was the 
obje£l in view. He referred the Committee to tlie papers 
that bad from time to time been laid upon the table, which 
demonllrated the lltuation of public accounts, and fiiewid, 
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that although we were at peace, yet the expences incurred by 
the wai were ftill felt, and fo ftrongly, that it was impoffible 
to afllit we weie yet conic to a peace eftablifliment in our 
finances. Every man who wifhed well to the happtnefs of 
his country mull ardently defile to fee it again fiounfh, and 
fo obtain that end, we muft certainly make pioper provtfions 
for our ncceflities Viewing the matter in this light, he 
wifhed to make every point as clear to others as it appeared 
to him, and therefoie he ihould tiouble the Committee with 
a ftatement of the natuie of our finances, and what was their 
amount Ihe burdens of the country be ng in every mairs 
mind, the nectllity of tixatioii muft be anticipated; hut 
however the People might ft el its weight, they ceitainly mull 
acknowkdge Its juftice^wht-n they owned its neceffity. He 
begged agiin to mention to the Committee, that his duty m 
this piintipal talk ltd him to provide futh funds to anlwer 
the public exigcncits as would not be found dthtient. He 
fliould, under thofe confideiations, begin by ftating to th'' 
f imuiittee the paiticulars of the curient ftivice and of ihw 
unfunded debt. 

T.he navy came firfi, and undet this head 
11 eie weie eighteen thouland men - 033,000 

Oidmarv - - - * 075,307 

Lxtraordinaries - - - 9 p,ooo 

Total of the navy £. 2,548,307 

This, hefaid, was m truth a moll enoimous fum , but fliH 
it was fuch an article of expence as could not occur in future, 
becaulc it was only one of the recent efFeffs of the war, which 
of courfe would be at an end now that a peace was efta- 
bhfh^d. He accounted for this expence continuing fo long after 
the lonclufion of the war, partly from the many and weighty 
c^ntia^s which it had during the war been found neccflary 
t«/ imke, and which, though not yet perfe£led, it was Hill ne- 
'tlfny to abide bv, and partly by the number of our jfhips m 
mt parts of the world, many of which had not yet rc- 
tui nfd home. 

I he next article was the army, and this alfo was larger 
than gentlemen might imagine, foi the army efiimates were 
not \er reduced totally, but when the Committee cmie to 
recollefl, that It was impofllble to make all the redu£fions 
netefliry for a peace eftablifhment at one time, they would 
lee, that although the fum was grtat this year, there was the 
* pleafing 
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pleafing hope of the next being conflderably lefs; however 
the lums voted for 

The at my amounted to - £ 2,286,263 

With refpe«El fo the ordnance, a vaiiety ot expences }iad oc¬ 
curred, which were owing in 1 great meafuie to a fetileintnt 
which had taken place, and which was a tnfalure extiemely 
neccflaiy; he meant the making provifion for that part of the 
ordnance debt, which was un; lovulcd for, and not included 
111 the 'ftimates of the yeir 1784, which amounted to foine- 
what more than 40,000!. '1 heretoie, including that with 

the liinis that had been voted this year, 

T he ordnance amounted to • £. 392,855 

The next article that he hid to mention, the dchciencies, 
was extremely heivy, and difngneable to idatt; but as it be- 
cime his duty to hy bcfoie the Committee a thorough llate 
ot the finances of the countiy, he fhould do it with chtar- 
tulntl ,reljingon their candoui for the trouble he give them, 
iclati e to the defincncus of the prefent yeai; and as it was 
necciruy to let what the whole expenditure was, in order 
to baLnccit igaiiiii the income, fo il was right to Hate that 
T he dthc < pcies imountf d to - £ 1,612,908 
T lie riult and I ind tax, he 1 iid, in gencial, had been over¬ 
rated, they hul bten tikcn at 2,750,000!., but he law from 
expelicnct thev pioducrd no moie than 2,450000! which 
was a defiiitncy of 3:10,0001 ; and the detu lency of the 
funds, which vveie ippiopiiarcd to the paying cf certvn an¬ 
nuities, amountiiic; to i,’ub7i7l hid betn oblig^’d to he made 
good out of the linking fund. 

There weic kverd luin*^ which he fhould hv b»fore the 
Committee that hid been voted foi milcellaneous Itivices as 
ulnal, and they were as undei. 

Plant itions - - • £, 34,695 

Someikt Houfe - - - 25000 

Afi lean Company - - - - 13000 

Muleum - - - 3,000 

Commiflloners for Hating the public accounts 9,000 
Add refles of the Houfe - - - 2,950 

American Loyalifts - - - 62,638 

Befides w Inch, it was proper to Hate to them that he fliould 
on a future day take notice of the arrears of the 4^ per cent, 
that was due on the duty of the Leeward lAands; and it was 
right that he fhould apprize the Committee, that he would 
on a future day of fupply move for the fum of 56,000!. to be 
paid for that purpofe, which made the whole of the laft year’s 
expenditure *unount to 9,737,8681. but then the Committee 
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t^ete not to look upon that as the annual expence of the years 
to come; for the reafon of this leing greater than it was 
hoped the fucceeding would he tiufted he had clearly 
pointed out. 

To make good that fum of - - £ 9 » 737 >®oo 

The whole of the fums voted were, 

Malt, as per cftimate , - - - 750,000 

Land “ •“ • - - 2,000,000 

Exchequer Bills - - - - 2,500,000 

Surplus of finking fund to the 5th of April 

1785 - - - - 702 »S 39 

Armyfavings ----- 231,579 

Total voted £• 6,184,118 
The fum therefore wanted to be voted 3 » 5 S 3 » 7 SO*-; 
but It was proper to relate that theie had been paid into the 
Exchequer the fum of 199,561!. chiefly atifing from balances 
which Ind lam in different paymafte.s hands, who had begun 
to pay them m, and the fum of 4,798!. which arofe from the 
receipt of fmall duties 

The furplus of the grants m 1784 had amounted to 
66,i6il., and the growing produce ot the linking fund, cal^ 
dilated to the loth day ot Oitober 1785, was no lefs a luirP^ 
than 3,128,8671 , but ftill it would require near one million 
more to nuke good the fupplies that had been granted, to be 
fuie the fum was fmall when put in competition with the 
fums that for a feries of years had been alked; but he 
hoped It would {fmall as it was) be the lalf that would be 
wanted 

In borrowing that million, he had turned the matter feri- 
oully in his mind; and confulenng the Ihte of the funds at 
this day, and their probable improvement in the courfe of 
another feflion, he deemed it to be much the moft prudent 
Ich^'ine for the benefit of the kingdom not to fund this mil¬ 
lion ; but to borrow it from the Bank at 5 percent hy which 
the Public certainly would gam a faving, that could not anfe 
from going to open market From this mode there was ano¬ 
ther advantage, and which the Committee muff eafily per¬ 
ceive. The Bank were to pay the money, as the neceflities 
of Government called for it, not immediately, nor all toge¬ 
ther , and the intereft was to be paid but on the fums as they 
were called for, and only from time to time, which was a be¬ 
nefit that could not be had from funding. The mtereft on 
this million, thercfoie, amounted not quite to 50,000!. but as 

It 
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It would be near the furo, he ihould take Jt at that 
and provide accordingly by taxe*;, tiiat would be efficient and 
fully produ£ljve. In refpeift to the whole unfunded debt of 
the navy and oidnance, he fuhnittcd to the Committee, whe¬ 
ther theie were not a vantiy ot fore ble ififons, not to delay 
their coni deration beyond the prefent feffion of Parliament. 
Ihey Vvcit a load upon the credit of the country that pr^- 
^entcd it from takirg that fpnng which peace and our re- 
fources moft c^rtunly warranttd. 

But the pnncipal point to which he had to draw the atten¬ 
tion of the Committee, wis tht fimding of the navy and ord¬ 
nance debts, they had been calculated up to the 5th of July 
1785, and amounttd to, 

Na\y - - - - « 9,505,808 

Ordnance - - - - S 04>349 

Total 10,010,157 

Making together upwards of ten millions, and he fubmitted 
to the Committee whether it was not moft proper to fund iC 
this year, and not wait until another, as it loaded the nation 
to fuch a degree as to j revent hei rifing m any future war. 
*10 be furea great pirt of the debts conlifted m navy bills; 

. and the Committee muft recoiled!, that hft year out of the 
nme millions of navy debt, fix were funded, which left this 
year but about foui millions to be funded, w»^h the addition 
of the ordnance, and the period that feemed generally to be 
approved of as a ftattd one, for the payment of them at par, 
appeared to be after they had ran two ytais , therefore it waS 
his intention, that nil the bills when they had run an equal 
time, viz. two years, Ihould receive an equil benefit, and have 
lool paid for every bill of lool. including irtereft as well as 
principal. But it would not be right to wait until every bill 
had b two years in circulation before any was begun to be 
paid, he theulore meant to hold out fuch inducements as 
would tempt the bill-holders to fuhlcribe early, but at all 
events, they would have an option wliellier they fliould wait 
until ilieir bills had run two ye»fs, or aciept of iuch terms as 
were held out to them, which ample, „hunamt, ond la 
fome cafes an enoimous profit, they would Inve an alterna¬ 
tive, and if they did not chulc to wait, at all events they would 
not be entitled to afk fuch a Jifcouiit a** thofe that did , but 
they would have fuch an iiitrrefl as vvould fatiofy them, and 
the Public have no reafoii to be difpleafcd with. In order 
that he might fpeak with fome degree of certainty on that 
head, he had dehred as full a meeting of that numerous body 
Voi.. XVIir. E e as 
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as could bp colipded, and tl ey fpv mecl fjtisfi^d wit th ler 
he held out, vhi'hwote, that tor e\eiy nicnih v^buh the 
bill-ho'di-i iublcnbtd toonex tl an the two }p»rs, he Cliould al¬ 
low a difcount of ^ pei rent, per month, \shich c<Ttai ily was 
pay ms; him moic tliui if paid at two flated ptnods, each of 
half a teal. 

Now the. f nd t’l't ]i mein^ to fund thcniv) bills and ord- 
nirtc d bti tl i , \t s iiic vciy fi * d concirninp, which 
thiie w 1 > U!U till jutt liii. t(. 1 , n ui ly, tht. 5 pti cent, 

jMlltnf 1 I V fo L lu t d in ihu ftock in pi( ftrcnce 
to till j p i c I t. tht t a""- a lois incuiud of 6b ptr cent, 
wh ih wMi'd c ( 11 me atlo of annuity amounting on the 
wlioli { in to lefuiultd ot diout -,o,OGol., vitifthe plan 
piopoltd of ijipupinting one m llion inualh loi the dii- 
clnige of iIk ikht w is meant to be adopted, \»henc\ei that 
debt c im to he icd metk it would he done it a niiich eatiar 
late, and in i hn^ili ot yens theic would he i luip<' of bc- 
twetn 2 and 00 d noLwithllanding the incieik at hill. 

* 1 he fi\e pci cc It (lock 1 fen days hnce was at 92 \, but 

then 1 conridtiibl p it (1 the hilt yeai’s dnidend was due, 
;it k iR tl rr w is, out of tlic i pet cent, full 1 ^ , w’ 'cl , 
when deducted fioin the 92 * made it only 90 ], which he 
would luppoie w.is the puce when the debt c^ime to he^ 
funded hue the hiiiK^ing m a nominal capital of 11 millions, 
to fund a till t ot 10, would undoubtedly enuie a tempoiaiy 
deprcflioii, thtidoi h^ \\oiild reckon it it 89 ] ; hut foi his 
own put lliould iiippolt, that taking lo Jiige a load of 
navy bills out ot the. 11 aikct would be ttjinl to the Ic id of new 
jRock hi ought in, iiiel tin u loic the dejUtihon would not be lo 
great as imagiiir I Init, it ill events, the 5 pci cent. Rocks, 
tlutdiy, wti * onl) at 91 j, which, when the 1 ' interell due 
was t ik( n oh, icdiiee d them to 90, and m idcthem only | per 
cent, inoit ihinli» bad tak n Ins fiippofition at, which was to 
give ml 8s foi c\eiy lool. bill, ot couile tin Public 
would hive to jus 5I. iis. 6d. inteieft for every lOol which 
was a tiiflc nicMc th in 9 J jiti ci nl. ind the ten millions lie had 
lo fund would jcijuiie an iiileielt of 563,000! foi a capital 
created of j i,i4o,Os..ol. winch it would lequiie to fund the 
iiav y and Oidnaiicc in flie 5 jiei cent., but out of that ihcie 
wu .viJOjOCcl ‘e bt tiken, viinch wras provided foi iall yeaa, 
vibe n the 6 ,^coi cf n ivy debt was funded, therefoie the 
whole of the inteu R wanted toi the additional debt to be 
funded was only 3 oocl and the 50,000!. interell for the 
nulbon borif w(d " the Bank, made it together 373,000!, 
«thich was the intf .cR waiittdi and the wlmle !,♦ Riculd hiva 
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had to nr' for, had it not been for the repeal oft the 

tax U| on t on the propriety of which there had been 

luch .1 ni'., In'iyof opinions, the leptd of that-tax h<; 
cojld not jinate at lels than 40,000! ; ofcourie, he wai 
bourn! tofii.d '■axes a<5nn<kr 

OiH' in llion boi rowed of the Bank - ^ 50,000 

Dv-bt to he funded _ - - 325,000 

Deficiency by lepeal of fufljian tax - 40,000 

• - - 

Total of interefl wanted - - jC 4^3^000 

He llill lemaineil o! opinion, he fnd, tint the taxes would 
turn out as produ^live as he hatl Bated them fiom the calcu¬ 
lation he had made, aiivl thvt a lurpius ot 1,000,000! fink¬ 
ing fund, for the dilcharge ot debt, would he found ; but 
fhould he have made ?ny ciroi in his calculations, and m the 
event find himfelt deceived, he truBcd tlie Houle would noi 
abandon the idta of hiving 1 million ot finking fund, hut 
think It tlinr dutv, howevei dil igrceahlc the talk, to find 
fuch other idouices as fiiouid he lufiicicnt to make up any 
deficiency 

'1 Ills lum of 413 oool. 't was rcquifite to j nfe by new and 
’•dditional burdens upon the ke'^pb , ind igain, he niufi ic- 
^lind tht Committee, that ho\vt\cr unwelcome the tiflv of 
impoling them, ytt from thcle burdens, on'^ t;ieit, one long- 
Wii!ied-tor, event WMS to anle, a^ealjuud i ^n'rdi pmino off' 
the national debt ^ and, he 1 iid, he icmaincd inoft fiiongly 
confirmed in opinion, of a probability, that this event would 
finally happen "I lie heavy and the accumulated burdens 
that had for a feiies of yeais been heaped upon the I’cople, 
made them, no doiilit, hope and c vprd that the aera of peace 
would be a time of retienchment, and a day of eafe Hard, 
therefore, was the tall-,, ot a Minifier, whole duty, from his 
fitiiiiion, led him to the neceliity of fiill adding, even under 
thefi circmnfianccs, to thole taxes, ami to thofe buidens. He 
had, therefore, to hope for the indulgence of the Committee 
towirdsa peilon in his fituation After taxes the moll pala¬ 
table, ifter taxes die moft popular, and, win n the relourges 
of each liad been drained to dien utmofi, the means by wbicli 
money wras to be railed could not meet with that geneial, 
sgreeable reception which otherwile might be expet^led. Some, 
indeed, fill! exified, which pofiibly might be called produc¬ 
tive , but the means, in his opinion, though in one degree 
palatable, yet in anothei were pernicious. '1 hey dilguiled 
the poifon, at die very time they adminifleied thefuppofed 
remedy, and, by dilgnifing, aggravated to a certainty the 
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burdent of the People. The produ 61 iveners of tax^"? w'ls, no 
doubt, what a Minifter /houM moil fenoull) attend ic but, 
in doing fo, he ought to bate the gjod of the people, is w U 
as the benefit of the nation, in view; and, therefore.^ hat 
which, in the end, was deflru£live by the means, lliould be 
avoided. In fupport, however, of what he hid to propoJe, 
although they were not fo palatably made up, yet, he tiufted, 
to the good fenfe of the Committee, and to the lo^alty of the 
People, that they would be now accepted hj the one, and m 
time chearfully acquielced in by the oth t. In rftptiSl to the 
Committee, he wimed it to be underlioc d, th »t fome of rhe 
taxes, he meant to offer, would ceitainly tali heaMei on them 
than on then conftituents but tins, he tiulhtf, would meet 


then ideis of political juftice, winch celt^lnlY went to t.ixmg 
the wealthier in pipftnnce to the more indigent part of the 
community. One conf deration more he lubmuied; and, 
he tiufted. It would hi\e j»o foict, was tl at ot no additional 
expence in the col! on the tixi-s—no new odicers 1 he 
firft which he fliould propose to rlu CornmittK, v .js an addi¬ 
tional tiKon maklervants, who it preknt paid a duty of one 
guinea per nnum cich. In piopoling the firfl ot I is taxes, 
he faid, he felt, wbu he Ihuuld not pcrlnps fed before any 
other afieuibly that he could addrek, n faiisfidtion n think <4 
ing, that in proportion to the degree in whnh it would bfl 
likely to ifhfi: then del \e^, oi peifons whofe htuations wertf 
iimilaf to thtirs, io would it be mo’-e hkdy to meet with, 
their approb it ion This lax was not a new one, but an addi¬ 
tion to one, winch hnd ilreidy been tried, ,nd which, befidts 
its produce, being nc irly alct rtainable, had the other quali¬ 
ties, which, hefaid, be fliould ahviys look for in moments 
ofprefling exigency, namely, the fuin pid, being rpen and 
perceptible to thofe who were to pay u, and th-t U filling 
principally on fuch as ought m juffice to be rnc fl tl w. oljcifts 
of taxation, viz. the rich and opulent. As it hv^vv flood, this 
indifcriminate tiX he confidered as a very parti 1 cue, and 
the paitiahty was of much injury to the poctei fort of peo¬ 
ple, in companion with the rich. An opulent man, paying 
only twelve gujineas for twelve feivant’i, certa niy did not 
afford a juft pu poinon to a man in lower rirrumftaiices pay¬ 
ing one guinea for one fersant; and the realon was obvious. 
Suppofe a perfon of .^ool, per annum kept but one fervant, 
that moft atfurculy w as paying a much greater proportion 
than he ought to do, if a man of 5000I. per annum, who 
kept a dozen, only paid twelve guineas. It was, therefore^ 
ineant to propofe tp the Committee^ that the tax ihoiild be 
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increafed according to the proportional number of the fisr* 
yants, and that the perfon of the higher income fhotifiji con- 
ti hutc accordingly; and as the fervants which they kept 
wcie moie for vanity than for real ufe, more for luxury than 
for adiial fer\ice, the tax would lie more a tax upon unne- 
ccfl.iry extravagance, than upon either induftry or fervitude ; 
and fliould it even opeiate, m reducing the number of thole 
unnecellary men, it certainly would be leflening, or rather 
reftoiing to the country, a number of pertbns who, in their 
piefent fituatjon, were theleaft piofitable'of any other to the 
community. l*he additional tax which he ihould fubmlt 
was, that inftead of one guinea on each fervaht, they 0xou1d 
be rated as follows: 

One fervant, - - - S 

Two, and not more than thiee, - i lo each 
Five, vUid not more than feven, - i 15 each 
Eiglit, and not more than ten, - 2 0 each 

b levcn and upwards, - - “30 each. 

This, he tilifted would meet the appiobation of the Com¬ 
mittee for the rcafoiis already ftated ; and as the calculation 
of the piodmft of this addition was made from the ftatemeiit 
of the income already produced, there was little reafon to 
imagine that the computalion would fall ftiort of the fup- 
poftd revenue. He defired it to be underftood, that he m- 
rliuled in this tax, for the firft time, waiteisat taverns, cof¬ 
fee houlc's, and other places of public entertainment. He 
ihould thcicfore t ikc the addition on male iervants at 
35,oooI. 

The next propofttion he had to ofier to the Committee, 
was a t IX which had often been the fubjeift: of much dilcuf- 
Con. It might probably find one kind of objeftion from the 
grave and fober p irt of the Houfe, and it might alfo encoun¬ 
ter the jocular ideas and merry witticifms of the other : the 
foimer, however, he was prepared to meet and combat with 
reafon and argument; to the latter, he had only good-hu¬ 
mour and clieerfulnefb to oppofe; yet ftill he hoped, when 
It was confidcied how very trifling the tax would be, and at 
the fame time how exceedingly piodu£tive, that no gentle¬ 
man would think himfelf juftifiable in throwing any obfta- 
cles in Its way; but, upon every conftderation, the tax to j 
him appeared to be good and efficient, and therefore he had / 
very little apprehciilion from its being fenoufly oppofed hy 
the Coipmittce, it w is a tax upon maid fervants. This 
tax, he trufted, would be kfi. unpopular from its not bang 

partial s 
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partial; it was univerfal. The clafles under winch he meant 
to diAingmfh them were as follow: 

For one maid fervant - ‘ - J2s. 6d* 

For two r “ - - 5s>. o each. 

For three, and upwards - lOs. o each. 

The calculation on tlie luppofed income fioni thi<; tax 
could not be as accuiite as that of the nMlckivmls; but 
upon every iiitelJigciice which he could coll'^ci tioin t1\e le- 
turns made to him, he could come w ithm the fum, and fo is 
not to over-rate the piobable levcnuf. The bi ft ciitriion to 
calculate fiom,. was the number of windows, as letumcd ifi 
the window-tax account, w'hiv,h wcie as follow : 

272,776 hoiifes of 14 windows. 

76,837 Do. hom 14 to 2'?, 

32,OCX) ]^o. from 'ij, to 35. 

The fervants he calcul irod thus 

One maid ln\ int la cacii lioule of 14 windows. 

Two in a houTc, - - of 22 ditio. 

Three in i houle, - - of 

Four upna no ivenge in (\ ci v lioul- of 4*)d up r \i ds. 
This caltul.itiou he coiiuhed to he fwinewL. t iihitnry ; 
but he could, witlioiit dangei of bung over the c ilcul ition, 
fet the levcnue arif ng from the tax. 

At a fum not lefs than ' i40,ocx> 

To which, when added to tlie male additional 
tax,.35>oo® 

The w'holc amount of the fervants’ tax, new 

duty, would be - _ . _ _ 175,000 

The next tax he ftioukl propofe, would he conftdciably 
nrodudlive. It had often been the fubjtdt of finance, but 
had met its objedioiis, and that was a tax upon all retail 
fhops. 

The principal aigunient under which a tax upon letail 
Ihops hitherto had been abandoned was, tliat it would fall 
indifcriminalcly on all fhops * but if a diftinihon could he 
found to do way that objeiTtion, then, hetinfted, that the 
tax might be admit Jed. he mode in which he meant to 

lay this on the Public, was to icgulate the Ux by the rent 
of the (hop; w'hich rent, he fhoiftd fuppole, always hoi e a 
proportion to the profits ot the 1 iifinefs, and the tiaftic car- 
wed on within it. In this tax, Ije was willing to have the 
„ 2 • projportiott 
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proportion more favourable to the lower cUfs of and,» 

therefore, he lliould propofe, 

ii,» in the pound, on all houfes that paid 
an annual rent of from - " jC* 4 jC* 

IS. 3d. on thole from - - - lo to 15 

IS. 6d. on thofe fiom - - - IS to ao 

i-s. 9d. cn thofe from - - - 20 to 25 

2s od. on thoU of _ _ » 25 and upwards. 

By the reHiin:> midt., he wis enabled to ftate the fiim the 
wliok wovild iiroduce • 

In I OP .on, MicMLlex, and Sonthwark - £• 60,000 

30 i I'nc.pal to\vnis _ _ _ 10,000 

towri, 'o hop. sineirh - - 43,000 

/O t wns, i .1 j L m ^ .ch - - 17,0,0 

Olhei hnail towns - - 14,000 


aslc 


K ‘ -^oo 

Fut for fear tint til. s was oven at ing, though he ' 
la’hei apprcht nd the conn ny, h*- i.oalu llatc the I 4 h 0 ' 
at .20^00^!. which lum tlx tax moft ceitinly would pn 
d'.ice. Ihe ijranguintnr mdn which this w is to be col- 
m. Ldled, prevenLid a.iy juuiiialilc fuppohtioii I’nt it could be 
^oppicflive; IS he niiant, by w ly of rccoaipc.ic^. to the 
dealeis, toicncbp 'nd talc uvay, lot'^Hy, the bccnles fiom 
ill hawke 1 s nid p nJ us, \ ho weic talhcr a pC^l to the com¬ 
munity, and i I'lrd oi luul-iy fr'' ' ingglen,. than any 

ital bene lit 01 conv^nu ncc to *'i ^ his w ou!d ot ca- 

(lon i lois to the le^cnlle <d . i' h's w?>uld 

be ailin’) compeni nul loi u '' - 

yvo biith. The iompul • • ' j > ..u- 

tage, th’t It w'ould be bion 4 -I ' u 

without my deduc t'oa 01 c p-ric., . j . is .. .. 

left the hoiile t iv. 

1 he IK \t (IK which Ir flioiild off r to the Committee tv’s 
one which undoubtedly wouidbe Itlr, was ^ x on poll: 
hoifes. I his was a t ’ c oi vdueh he could F 1 aL with fome 
degiee of ceil iinty, ns the retiuns made tendtied the cilcu- 
lation ealy; it wa^ a Itiull ad htion, and yet it was to produce 
one halt of what was aJieady coikf^" 1, he meant one half¬ 
penny per mile on all holies tra\iImg poft for hirq, and 
when he came to ftite what the Crnmurtee, no doubt, mull 
know, he had little re don to think but they would lee, that 
m many parts of the country the lubjefl already paid that 
addition, by irnpolit..:u of the keepers of inns, who charged 

fomt 
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foine 118. pef mile inftead of iid. he fliould therefore pio» 
pofe an addition of one,halfpenny per mile onallhorfes travel¬ 
ing poU, by which the inn-keepers would not have it in their 
power to pocket the fum which the public ndw paid. This 
he fhould eftimate to bring in 50,000!. 

The next he had to offer, for the conlideration of the Com¬ 
mittee, wap a tax upon gloves. That, he obfervcd, was a 
fpecies of taxation which many Chancellors of the Exche¬ 
quer had turned their thoughts to; but a difficulty always 
prefcnted itfelf, of making it a produ6live tax, owing to the 
difficulty of the mode of colle6ling; but the method adopted 
laft year with refpe^t to the hats, ftruck him is a very pro¬ 
per one to he obferved on gloves, which was affixing a Hamp 
to every pan of gloves previous to their being fold, md that 
ilamp to be in proportion to the value of the gloves. I>y thit 
means the tax was colledled of the retail tradei, and In. had 
no occafion to he out of his money' long before the fale of his 
goods, which was a leafon why he need not make an addi¬ 
tional advance on his cuflomcr, as generally was the calc, 
wheie the tridefinan had a laige part of his capital engaged 
5 n paying duties that were not repaid liira for a confldti mle 
time. To be fure it was difficult to ftate, with any dcgiee of 
accuracy, what the tax would pioducc; but he had made his 
calculation, flora a fuppofition that there weie 3,000,000 of 
perfons in this country who wore gloves and eveiy one of 
them at leaft one pan m a year, many indeed twenty, thirty, 
or forty pair in that time; but he could not be thought to be 
too faiiguine, when he took the average at three paii per year 
for each perfon, which would make the confiiinption 
9,000,000 of pairs annually, which he meant lliould bcai a 
tax of 

id. per pair on thofe from 4d. to lod. value, 
ad. Do. Do. from lod. to is, 4d. 

3d. Do. for all above is. 4d. 

Theiefore he fhould take the average at three halfpence per 
pair; of couife 9,000,000 times i|d. was55,000!. but foi 
fear of being deceived, he IhouJd ellimate the tax at no more 
than 50,0001. 

The next tax that he meant to offer, w^as by licenfe on 
pawnbrokers. They were m general a fet of perfons who 
lived on the neceffities of the poor, and capable of paying for 
•a licenle; therefore he fhould propofe that each pawnbroker 

throughout 
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throughout the kingdom ihoul 4 take out a licenie annually^ 
as follows: 

In London, Weftminfter, and Southwark - 10 o Q 
In the country - - - -500 

Which he eftimated to produce - 15000 o o 

The next and laft that he had to, produce was more a le- 
gulation than a tax; it was to re 61 :ify an abufe 011 fait. At 
prefent there was an allowance made on all fait earned coaft- 
wife of throe liulhels m forty ; which was an abule of fuch a 
nature, and fo liable to fraud, that he propoled to reduce 
that allowance to one bulhel and a half in forty. He liad re¬ 
ceived a great deal of information from a pamphlet publiihcd 
by Lord Hundonald, and by the regulation propofed there 
would be a faving that he could fairly eftimatc at i2,oool. 

Thus he had propofed taxes that were luppofed to bring 
m 42j?,oool. to pay an infereft of 413,000!. which was 
making an allowance of 9,000!. for lome of them not proving 
piodu< 5 tive. 

Recapitulation. 


Male fervants 

35,000 

Female fervants 

140,000 

Shops 

120,000 

Poll horfes 

50,000 

Gloves 

50,000 

Pawnbrokers 

15,000 

Salt 

12,000 

Total of new taxes 

- - - 422,000 

After a few general obfei vations, he concluded with an 

adjuration to the Houle, 

that they would, by their condudl 

on the prefent occafion 

give a pledge to the Public of 

their zeal for the national credit, ami an alTurance, that 


they would never lofe light of that great objedt until they 
Ihould have brought the revenue (howevei painful the talk, 
might be) to fuch a Hate, as Ihould enable it, aftei all the 
demands of the public fervice, to afford a fuiplus of a clear 
million yearly, for the purpofe of eftabliihing that finking 
fund, which, he was happy to find, was, in common with 
him, the ardent wifti of every gentleman in the Houfe, and 
which, inalienably applied to the gradual diminution of the 
national debt, alone held out a hope to the country of a fu¬ 
ture relaxation fiom her prefenheavy burdens, and a re- 
VOL. XVITL V c flotation 
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floration to that degree of power, of refpe<ftability and luftre 
^tvhich flie was intitled to enjoy. He then moved a lefolu- 
tion to the following pm port: 

** That It IS the opinion of this Committee, that Exche- 
quei bill be iflued to the .iniouiit ot ont iniliron llerling, 
for the lervice of the ci riei l yeai.*^ 

Mr. Fax. Ml. Fox laid, he fiiouM not tiouhlc the Pouft with irany 
obfervations, noi would he be lu hill to )ppo*e anv taxes 
which wcit for the beutfit tr Jie king 4 jjm, by inl vtiing 
the exigencies of the Hate. With rclp^ci to whit thi light 
honourable gentleman had mentioned of the 1 i-ihod adopted 
lafl ycai of a live per ctnt. flock a vl thu aiguments that 
took pla c, he had to lemind ihc v’on.mitt c, that then the 
Aock was calculated at ni v-th'ce, now it was not lo high 
by two 01 thiee pei (cn which pLinly flicwcd, that he 
and thole p^ntlcinn wno lupported him, were not miflaktn 
hi their liyi iincfis. In leh tiff to th nding the navy biJU, 
that appealed to hii i to jufl a' 1 fan , and he was liappy 
that the nght hihouiab't g ntJu j in, on this occihon, had 
put it within his powei to lumi id the Committee, that this 
veiy idea, nay, the \ciy words winch the light honouiable 
gentkmm now ul« d, \.t it Hated whin tluy w^ie laft year 
the idea and woids 01 .luothci peifon, to be both facStions 
and clamorous. 

With xcja'd to whetihr it was Uttei to payoff navy 
bills with a h\c j)fi cent, or a three jiei cent, fund, it was 
not, he o' feiied, a uialtt th..! need b<? fu thei dilcuffed, it 
had bet.n iafTiv'entlv agi 1 ilu idy, he liiouKl only theic* 
forckyj tint he icnnincd listd m his opinion, tint to fa- 
crihco a 1 i’'ge lum of tht public money, at the inAgnt of 
funding the rem*ining p.it of the unfunded debt upon an 
idle gioiiid ot fpeculativfc caLakuion with refpedf to the fu¬ 
ture, was a m ittcr agapilt which much folid objeifVion could 
be maintained. It lie wcie to go into the difeuffion of the 
argument as to whgt was given to tht bill-holdeis more by a 
five per cent, than a three per cent, fund, ptih.ips he fhonld 
be able to make it amount to a good deal more than the 
light hono’ lable gentkman liad flated; he would not, how¬ 
ever, take up iIk time ot the Committee at prclent, witli 
any calculatioi s upon that head. He thought with the 
light honourable geiiMeman, that it was a mattei much to be 
clefired that the hill holders fhould fubfenbe immediately; 
he was.tr.iid, then fore, that the largenefs of the difcount 
fni|:Ut induce the bill-holdeis to keep their bills till the two 

years 
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years were completed, at the end of which they were to be 
paid off at par, but that depended entirely upon informa¬ 
tion, which the right honourable gentleman was more likely 
to be in poifeffion of than he could pretend to be, vi2. Whe¬ 
ther the bill-holders in geneial were willing to fubfcribe Or not, 
upon the terms that had been ilated. 

In refpvot to the cotton tax, which was repealed, hefhould 
tather imagine, the juft mode would have been, not fo cal¬ 
culate from the 40,000!. given up, but from the probability 
of what might be produced fiom what the remaining part 
Was likely to produce. As lo the fervants’ tax, that on the 
male fervants was very pioper, and on the firft view ap¬ 
peared fo; but It was neceftary to afk, was this tax colledled 
with fidelity; wcie there no frauds, no evalions, no parti¬ 
alities overlooked ? 1 his was a moft material point to be 
corre6tly known; for if the cafe was fo, if thefe frauds did 
cxift, fome new mode iliould be adopted, fome necellary 
amendments ftiould be in'ide, otherwj^ tlie prefent would 
be only adding to the burdens of thofe who already pay what 
they ought, by ftill putting it m the power of thofe who do 
not contribute to evade their farther proportion. The poll 
tax might be a good one; it merely depemled on the queftion, 
whether it would or would not bear the addition ? As to the 
tax on female fervants, the whole Houfe mull agiee, that 
in a time when the country required additional burdens, it 
Ihould be the care of Government to avoid any thing that 
might create univerfal odium; that might give iile to gene¬ 
ral unpopularity and he mull venture to pronounce, that 
this tax of all others would come within that dclciiption. In 
laying a duty upon luxury or vanity, almoft every man 
Would be of one opinion as to the juftice of the ineafure; 
but when that which alfeiSled fo gieat a body of the people. 
And which, fiom the nature of the cafe, muft be uiipopulai, 
he really thought the tax a bad one. 

In refpe<5l to the manner m which it would be felt, it 
Would fall heavieft where it ought to fall lighteft * pei Ions of 
large families, he meant thofe who hul young children, 
would find this a moft heavy burden. 'I'he increafe of their 
offspring would become peculiaily diftreffing, and the pro¬ 
portion of the tax would be moft unjuft indeed; it would be¬ 
come a tax upon infants, and not a tax upon either luxury 
or extravagance • he meant this as to the middling clafs of 
people, who kept fervants only m proportion to their chil- 

F f 2 dren; 
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lower clafs kept none for that fervice, and the 
higher order were able to pay for them. Gireat care lhould> as 
he already obferved, be uken, that taxes be not calculated 
fo as to become generally unpopular, becaufe the odium tak«< 
ing a round fiom one clafs to another, might create fuch 
an outcry as to occafion them to be cut up pto tanto. He 
Ihould theieforc rathci imagine the tax not to be fuggefted 
with prudence. 

In rt.fpe<^t to Uiops, that tax would be felt indeed • 
and as to hiwl and pedlars, it would be necellary to flicw 
by lomething ruoic than a mcie tpfe dtvtt^ what were the be¬ 
nefits to irilc flora fuppiefling them. The intenoi parts of 
the country to which thefe walking trafiicmen were of much 
fervice would fuffei, and tlie little villages on which they 
were a check, would each become in itfelf a monopoly ot 
every article m the fhop trade. He did not mean to oppofa 
any of the taxes at prefent; he merely threw out a few ideas- 
on the fubjc£k, hinting that foniethmg llronger than hearlay 
was requihte. One woid more in refpedl to the fervant-maid 
tax. the malc-fervant tax was allowed on all hands to be much 
* evaded was theie any provifion made, or any Care taken that 
the female tax would not be under the fame predicament ? 
Ihe hat tax bad alfo been much evaded; and yet the glove 
tax was calculated at the eftimate formed upon that revenue. 
In refped to the lattei, he wiilied the Committee to obferve, 
that out of the eight millions of fuppofed inhabitants in Great 
Britain, three millions were children; which added to the 
number of the 500,000 who did not wear gloves, it was pio- 
bable the right honourable gentleman was too fanguine in his 
ideas of the produdt of this tax. He concluded by laying, 
that he rofe merely to ftate his doubts and not to give any ob- 
jeiSfion to the motion. 

The Earl of The Eail of Surrty applauded the right honourable gentle^ 
man for the manner in which he had opened his budget. 
There*were, however, fome obfervations, which had occur¬ 
red to him as he attended to what had fallen from the right 
honourable gentleman, which, in his mind, deferved the at¬ 
tention of the Committee, Many of the ways and means be¬ 
thought were prbper, and he had no doubt would meet with 
general approbation. He was not furc, for one, how far the 
right honourable gentleman was well founded in his calcula¬ 
tions with refpeft to the hat tax, but thought, on the fuppo- 
fition that the glove tax would anfwer, it was a very fair one. 
He was not perfedly fatisfied in his own mind that the poft 
tax would verify the credit which was given to it, he thought 
® ano- 
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another woulcl ftiH be more eligible as well as tnoit pftxjkia* 
live; he meant a donble tax on Sundays throughout the king¬ 
dom the fafhion was now fo much to travel on Sundays, that 
whoevei indulged m fuch a luxury, ought, in his appreheniionfa 
to pay for it. As to the tax on maid lervants, though gen¬ 
tlemen were difpofed to jeft about it, he was doubtful whe¬ 
ther it would not opeiate very feiioufly to then difadvantage. 

He did not by any means confider them in the lame predica¬ 
ment with male lervants, who might continue or not in that 
Hate of fcrvitude. They could alter it when they pleafed, as 
they might go into ihe navy, the aimy, or even to fome 
branch of manufaiSluic or mechanics; ljut females m that 
low condition, were condemned to continue where they were. 

In their cafe it was not voluntaiy but ueceflary flavery, they 
had no option; and weie tliey to Lc puniflied for what was 
their misfortune, not thtir crime ? At tlie fame time let it be 
remembeied, that fume of the few tiades tiiat more properly 
belonged to thnn wrie in the hanM. of men; fuch as ftay- 
makers, women’s meicers, haberdafliers, dealers in tape, 
thread, pins and needles, and the like. If th< i bt honour¬ 
able gentleman thciefoie was to abandon his inK ed tax oa 
female fei\ants, and impofc a licenfe tax of tcl iably large 
amount on the men who earned on fuch tiade as he had men¬ 
tioned, winch ought to be properly earned on by women, 
it would, in his opinion, be much more acceptable He 
irufted the Committee would turn then attention to a tax 
thus inimical to fo many of oui fellow creatuies, who were 
reduced by Piovidence to a fituation in which they could not 
help theinlelves, and that if no other piinciple weighed with 
them, a principle of humanity would; fince, in his opinion, 
the objeils of this tax had, independent of other c\ ils, hard- 
fhips enough to encountei fiom their haid and relenilefs de- 
fliny. He would not fit down without recotiKnending a 
very careful revifal of the law aheady in being relative to 
travelling. He had himfelf tiavelled almofl over the whole 
kingdom, and had ficquent opportunities of obfcrving the 
frauds and chicanery which prevailed in the colleiSkion ot thia 
duty from the fubjedt it w..s almoft impolfible for any tax 
to bear the impofiiions pradtiled in levying this, and he truft- 
ed it would occupy fome fhare of the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman’s attention, as no branch of the revenue, he believed, 
more immediately required a thorough mveftigation. 

Mr. Drake confidered the tax on females m a fenous and Mr. Drake, 
a moral light, as tending to increafe the profligacy and iin- 
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ppmy of Ihe times. He was therefore fo very much difpofed 
t(5 dvc it 41 the oppofition in his powerj^that he would vote 
for any other which Ihould be propofed in its room, 

Mr. Hammtt did not fee tnc maid-fervant^s tax in that 
very ferious light which fome gentlemen did. It was* not a 
t3K on humanity, becaufe the duty fell on the mafter, and he 
was of opinion tint the duly was comparatively a light one. 
It did not therefore ftnke hull as an oppreffive tax, as its ope¬ 
rations were not inipulfive, for no man would be obliged to 
keep any more fervants than he pleafed. He thought diffe¬ 
rently of the fliop tax, this he thought to all intents and 
purpofes a new houfe duty, and laid on fo partially as to af- 
feiSt only the commercial intereft. He thought it would have 
been more manly to have avowed a new duty on houfes at 
once than by this mode to opprefs the mercantile part of the 
people He Ihould therefore very readily vote for any other 
tax which fhould be propoled in room of that on fliops. He 
approved very much of the abolition or regulation of hawkers 
and pedlars, declaring, that m the vicinity of Tower-hill and 
the Minories, the fhopkeepers complained of the very great 
inconvenience they fuffeied, which called for an immediate 
remedy, and lhatmeafure fliould have his cordial and hearty 
fupport. He faid this might be fome little amends to the fliop- 
keepers of the kingdom, though he ftill confidfered the tax 
upon them feparately, as a new tax upon houfes by a pound 
rate partially applied^ 

Sir James JohnJi one exprelled great concern for the tax on 
females. Amidft all the-praife due to the right honourable 
gentleman, for the very manly way in which he propofed the 
taxes, he could not help regretting that he had laid his hand 
on maid fervants; in his opinion they ought to have been 
ufed in a more gentle manner. This, therefore, was a tax 
which he would moft ftrenuoufly oppofe it tended to op¬ 
prefs an firder of individuals who were intitled to the moft 
humane ufage, to whom fociety had many obligations, and 
fay whom the evils of humanity were confiderably alleviated 
this was confequently making them a poor return foi all their 
labours and at»entions. He thought, at the fame time, it did 
the dignity of the Houfe no great credit to bring forward 
thefe poor unfortunate females as a fubjeft of fpeculation and 
merriment he trufted the duty would not take place. Why 
vfcre not ihofe who intruded on their province, narrow and 
circomfcribed as it was, fubjefled to the duty? Men-milhners, 
Ilay>makers, and a variety of individuals who might other- 
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wife be better employed. He exhorted the right honourable 
gentlemin to a iele£tion of taxes which ihould involve ail 
the eiFemiiiate in the kingdom; but wiflied him rather to ex¬ 
tend hts protcdbon, than the iron rod of opprelHon, to a fst 
of individuals who were more to he pitted than taxed. Then, 
he faidj the hlelTing of the opprelled would light upon him; 
but he fufpecfted the addition d duty oh the pawnbrokers would 
ultimately grind the laces of the poor. Thcfe were a uCefuil 
body of men. What would often become of the needy but 
for them ? Where elfe could they get money at the price, 
dear as it waj ? He hoped yet to fee this branch of traffic 
lupported at the public expence, that the induilrious, whofe 
temporary neceflities were often thus fupphed, might not be 
deprived of lo convenient a reloorce He wilhed the Sun¬ 
days duty not only doubled, but tripled it was a day of 
hlxuiy to one fet of people, and a drudgery to another* He 
fliould, therefore, be happy to fee it converte4 into a bene^t 
foi the revenue. 

Mr RolU attached moH of his obfervations to the horfe tax, ffr. Itvllo* 
and urged the right honourable gentleman to tax all horfes in 
general, and to proportion it 111 fuch a manner, as that it 
might not operate partially. More money might be obtained 
flora It, by laying an additional tax on thofe who kept many 
horfes for the piirpofes of luxury and (hew, and the tax might 
be taken o(F the poor and induflrious farmers. Agriculture 
was of too much confti^uence to the nation to be checked. It 
ought, on the contrary, to be as much encouraged as poflTible* 

With regard to the piopofed tax on women fervants, he could 
i^ot tliink It a good tax by any means, he heartily wi(hed, 
therefore, that his right honourable friend would give it up, 
and fubftitute fame tax that (hould be lefs objei^ionable. Let 
him recollect how hard it would bear on many farmers who 
kept a number of women fervants, for the double purpofe of 
doing the work of theit houfe and of their farm. If the tax 
were perfifled in, he hoped the right honourable gentleman 
would exempt dairy-maids , he hoped aUb to hear from him 
that day, that parim apprentices were not to be paid for, be- 
caule, if they were, the charitable aim of many pariflies, who 
indentured their girls out of their Ichools, as fervants, would 
be defeated. 

Mr. Dem^fr conjured the right honourable gentlemat^o Mr. Dem 
hedow fomc part of his attention on the horfe tax. He wMd 
not pretend to defenbe with accuracy how it operated in this 
country, but in the northern part its operatioi|s were opprefe 
hve ma mod infudbrable degrte^ Many farmers there were 
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utterly unabk to pay it. Their rent did not amount to more 
^an two, or three, or four pounds a year. They confe- 
quently had but one horfe, which did every thing, and they 
could not do without, but for which, if they but rode once in 
twelve months, they were obliged to pay. This was deftroy- 
ing the very means of their fubfifteiice, and he trufted the 
Tight honourable gentleman would not iiegledl: their htuation, 
but caufe fome mode for their relief. The annihilation of 
the hawkers and pedlars appeired to him a bold meafu’-c He 
remembered tome years ago, that a bill for that purpofe was 
brought into Parhams(»t, hut it appeared in the diftuffion a 
meafure big with the greateft mifchief. Ht was in hopes tlie 
Committee would ftill view it m the fame light He pre- 
fumed they would be difpo’Cvl to think with him, in piopor- 
tion as they received mfoim itioii on the fubjeol, that fir from 
being uklels, their utility to the community would prove their 
prote€lion. Nothihg but the palpable and undMii ible utuity 
of the hawsers and pedlars could hive pieieivod ..aem (o long 
in exiftcnce againft all the interefls that Lad united to t rid 
tof them. To abolifh them tlurcfore would he thegn'iidl 
inifchief to commerce that could be thought on. fhtie 
was, Mr. Dempiler faid, a fource of le venue that he had c^i- 
pedbed to have heard fomething from the right honouiable 
gentleman upon that day, and that was, the wafti lands of the 
kingdom. If population was not encouraged, wt could not 
expedt to recruit the drafts made upon this country 111 the 
couifeof the laft war. He had hoped thtrefoic that the 
wafte lands would have made a part of tlie budget 

Mr. Ftnncts was forry the fyftem of taxation iliould m any 
degree bedilgraced by fuch a tax as that piopofed on maid 
fervaots. He had always ohferved the idea to be rept ohated 
by every pei fon of feeling and fentiment. He trufled the 
right honourable gentleman, on mature conficleration, would 
relmquifli it, as nothing could be fuggclted which could give 
the Public a more difadvantageous idea of his principles as a 
man, or a ftatefnmn. It was, in his opinion, a tax on fami¬ 
lies, and would be confidercd as having a tendency to accu¬ 
mulate the oppreffions to w Inch domeftic life in this country 
was already fubjedled. 

Sir iduardFlfilcy was ad\erfe to the tax on women fer- 
vants, and faid, he had been againft rhe tax on men fervanta 
\d||||;n It had been originally impofed. In the county m 
which be lived, Sii Edward laid, ihev had many flergymen 
who upon ilnider incomes kept a horfe, and tonfequently 
were obliged to keep a male lervant, he thought it hard that 
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perfons fo circurtiftanced fbould be oblrged to pay a guinea a 
year out of the pittance they had to live on, and therefore his 
idea had been all along, that only thofe fhould pay who kept 
more than one male fervant Sir Edward thought the aboli* 
tion of hawkers and pedlars a meafure extremely proper and 
defirable. The country lliopkeepers expelled that their 
neighbours fhould give them their cuftom, whereas the itine¬ 
rant dealers, the hawkers and podlais,came and took it away, 
nor was that all, Sir Edward laid, it was believed in the coun¬ 
try that the latter fold cheaper than the Ihopkeepers; the 
people of the towns and villages theiefore who had lun in 
debt to the latter, and faved up their money to pay them, 
went and laid it out with the hawkers and pedlais, and left 
their debts unpaid. 

Sir Thomas Rtih declared his willi that the tax on female SirThomae 
fervants might not be pcrfifted in, and as it was geneially 
held, that when gentlemen difappioved of a tax propoled by 
the Chancellor or the Exchequei, they ought to come forward 
with another, he would fuggeft one that he thought would 
produce nearly as much, aild that was, a tax on all ladies who 
were married and put out their children to nuiie. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe, not, he laid, to make any very ludicrous Mr, Sheri* 
remarks on tire propoled tax on female fervants, though he 
could not but imagine, if it were perfilled in, it would occafion 
more ridicule than all the cheerfulnefs of the right honourable 
gentleman would be able to cope with , he lole to ftate, that 
he was ferioufiy of opinion that it was a moft unwife tax, and 
a tax that the Public would never be eafy under Indeed the 
right honourable gentleman in opening it had fallen into an 
egregious error, and applied a piinciple to it that by no 
means could be lupporteJ, as a piinciple equally applicable to 
the propoled increafe and gradation of increale ot the tax on 
male fervants? and to the intended tax on female lervants. 

The keeping a number of male fervants was indifpntably a 
luxury, and the making thofe who chofe to keep a number, 
pay m proportion to it, was perfedly fair and reafon iMe, 
but the cafe was far otherwife with female feivants , it did not 
follow, becaufe a family k'^pt any number above two or three, 
that they were more opulent and more able to pay taxes ib«a 
thofe who kept only one or two In m my cales whgre three 
or four female fervants were kept, the foie realon was the great 
number of children the family liad, and which neceflaiily.re¬ 
quited that more fervants fhould be kept to look aftei thfem. 

Mr Sheridan faid, what be chiefly rofe for was to poin*^ out, 
that in aiguing upon the money to be railed to pay the intereft 
Voi.. XVllI. G g of 
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df tbe four miUions to be funded, the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had allowed for 240,000!. juft as li that fund really 
exjfted ; whereas, m f\£l, there was no fuch fund. This Mr. 
Sheridan explained, hv ftating, that Uft year Mr. Pitt had 
propofed raifing enough to pjy the tntereft of fix millions of 
navy debt, which he h.id declared it was his intention to fund 
this year, but that, in fa6:, no foch money was raifed. 
Through inadvertency alfo a circumftance had happened, of 
which perhaps the right honourable gentleman was not ap- 
prilcd, and it was this in all the bills of the laft year, the 
produce of the tax made the fubjetf of each lull had been 
uniformly appropriated to the payment of the intereft of the 
fix millions navy. To piove this, Mr. Sheridan read a cUufe 
from one of the a£is of the laft year, and obferved, that a 
fimilar claufe had been inaccurately fuffered to be inferted in 
each hill. It ftiould therefore, he laid, have been a part of the 
duty of the right honourable gentleman to have provided that 
day for raifmg the 240 ,ckdo 1 as well as the other fums ihat 
conllitutcd the 413,000!. he wanted. With regaui alfo to 
the taxes of laft 5 ear, which he had given for 600,000.. Mr. 
Sheridan dechred, they neither bad, nor, he believed, ever 
■would ratio 500,000!. After fugqcfting this, he recurred to 
tlie propofed taxon female fervaiits, winch he made loine fai- 
ther rema'ks upon, and faid it ought at leaft to be balanced 
with a tax on bngle men, who certainly were a delcription of 
perlons Icfs uftful to tlie community than men wlio were 
married and had lamdies He pufhf cl this observation a good 
way, and concluded with declai ing, that ihetixoii icmale 
fervants could he confijered m no other light than as a 
bounty to hatchclors, and a penalty upon propag .tion, 
am- Mr Chancellor Pitt rofe to make lome reply to the various 
remarks that had fallen from diffeient gentlemen. He began 
with taking notice of Mr, Sheiidan’s argument lefpedting 
the di hciencics of the laft vear’s taxes, and declaied bis afto- 
nifliment, after what had pifled on the fubjeiSl lately, that the 
honourable gentleman ftiould ftill perfift m aflerting that it 
was the duty of a Chancellor of the Exchequer, as foon as he 
had dirco\ered that any paiticuhr tax proved deficient in its 
produ 61 :, to come forward and propofe feme new tax to make 
good that dehc.cncy; when, on the contrary, the duty of .1 
Chancellor of the Lxclipcjuer clearly was, to look at the pro¬ 
duce of the whole of the yeir's taxes, and of the revenue, 
and compare it with the whole of tlie year’s expenditure; if 
the one Ell fhort of the other, m that cafe it was tfic duty of 
^hc Chanccllpr of the Iv cIk quer to propofe forne new tax, 
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in order tor tndke good as much as the revenue fell fhort of 
the expenditure; hut if it did not fall £hort of it, then though 
one or more particular taxes might be deficient in producing 
the fum for which they were given, it was not at all mate¬ 
rial. If the honourable gentleman’s argument had been 
founded, Mr. Pitt laid, it would have been his duty to have 
propofed taxes to make good the deficiency in Lord John Ca- 
vendilh’s taXes of 1783, which had not produced more than 
the one half of the lums for which they had been given ; and 
it would alfo have been his duty to have looked back to all the 
taxes that had proved deficient foi a century part, and made 
good the deficiencies of each by new and fpecific taxes, a 
caciimftance too palpably abfurd to beai a feiious argument. 
With regard to the objections that had been ftated againll 
the propofed tax on female fervants, it w is not necellary to 
have recourfe to alliteration, and to reeur to luch ekgint 
phi ales as vi bounty to bachclot and a pejuJty on pt opa^attoHf 
to find giound of ohjtCtion to it; it was undoubtedly tiue, 
that thole who weie married and had familits would pay the 
nioft: to the tax* but then let it beconhdcietl, (thit the lame 
might be fiid of every individual ta\ thit hid been Lid upon 
aitides of confuinption for a number of yeais pift. In the 
prefentcafe it did not hold, however, to the extent, that the 
right honourable gentleman oppofite to him had fuppofed; 
noi w IS It to be deemi d an application oi th ptiiH iple of the 
giadational mere ife of the tax on m^n leiv mts, bee lule, be¬ 
ing awaie ot the htavinefs and inequahl v \\ i*^h whieh the tax 
on teinalc feivants would bear upon thole who had Jaige fa¬ 
milies , he had laid it lo low, that it co iM h ndly be laid, un¬ 
der any ciicumllanccs, to be a gi iu\ im 1 hole u ho kept 
one female lervant, wtre to pay halt a cro’vn only, which 
furely could not be an ohjed to any ptilcii who! tpt a fima'e 
kivant; thole who kept two, were topiy fi\efhill ngsLich; 
and thole who kept three 01 more, ten lliillmgs each, and 
theie It was to flop* now, was it to he luppoled lhat any 
family who kept two, would keep one lets for the Lke oi live 
fhillmgs, or thole who kept thicc, would turn on^ of the 
three away merely to fave ten fhiPmg*? ^ He nf xt anf ^eled 
Mr. Fox’s aigument about the fuftim tix, and eontenOed, 
that as the general tax Ind not been impofcvi a ye’r, it was 
impoffibleto lay precilely what its pioduce would be, but as 
the probable produce of that part of it, that was to be de¬ 
rived fiom fuilians and cottons m a particular flate, had been 
on good grounds afcertained at 40,000!. he concened he 
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did his duty in propoflng a new tax for that amount* Hav¬ 
ing argued this Itropglyj Mr. Pitt faid» what had princi¬ 
pally called him up, was the intimation of the doubts which 
the right honounbk genileman had ftated, as to the utility 
of ad\ancing th» rmk-lervants tax, unlefs fome regulations 
weie at the lame time lelopted to lender the colleeSlion of that 
tax ids fi luih lent and moie piodudne. The obfervatioa 
of the light honoiu ible gentleman in thag part of his fpeech, 
he was icady to irknowledge, was perfedlly natural and per- 
fedlly wife, vi/. that fo to inciealc a tax, now fiaudukntly 
colltded, veil’d he to incicife the burden of the honeff few 
who pud It, inel to enlnnc*^ the beneht ftlt by the many, 
who by ft and and evahon procuied an exemption fiom the 
payment of it, 1 lie fid was, in the variety of fiibieds he 
had to adx It to m his hvmei fprech, he accidentally omitted 
to infonn the Commirttc tint it wis his intention, and in¬ 
deed he hid a relolution di iwn, and which he meant to move 
before tlu fVmimittte 10k, in Older to apply a regulation 
that he tiufled wouM lender the colkdion efficient, and 
make the tix infinitely moie piodudive; and that was, to 
put tht coiledion into the haiids of thofc who now colled 
the houfe t ix; and inftead of fuffering the tax on lei \ ants any 
longer to lemain a voluntaiy tax, which thofe who weir 
liable to, w ere to fend and pay of their own accord, to h u c 
pel Ions call regal uiy to demindit, in like manner as they 
didlht hnd and houfe tax, and vinous othei taxes. He 
took notice of what Mi. Dcmpller had laid of the wafte 
lands, and faiJ, they wtre and hid been for fome time under 
confideration; but it was not fo eafy a matter to digeft and 
put into form, fit to be flated to that Houfe, as gentlemen 
might imagine. Ihe fubjed had been lately adveitcd to 
once before, by an honouiabk friend of his under the gallery, 
(Mr. Rolle) and mcafuies were now adually taking lefpcdt- 
ing them, lo that he hoped he fliould fhortly be able to flatc 
ibmetliing refpeding them to the Houfe. With regaid to 
what an honourable gentleman had faid of the hawkeis and 
pedlars, he could only declaie, that his information was de¬ 
rived from complaints lent fiom all parts of the kingdom, in 
which It was uniformly ftated, that hawkers and jicdlars 
were not more injurious to the fan trader than to the reve¬ 
nue itfelf; that they weie gicat mflruments and promoters of 
fmuggling, and of vaiious other piadices that could not but 
prove detrimental to the public mtereft. In anfwerto what 
Mr. Fox had laid, as to whether the 4iavy bill-holdeis were 
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willing to fuhfciibe at the difcount of a quarter per cent, per 
month, he declared, that he had the beft reafon to think that 
they would, vi^. the expreis declai ations ot the parties them- 
ielves. 

Ml Rolle put fonie faither queftions to the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, which Mi. I'lU anlvicicd. ' • 

Sbiiidon alfo Ipoke in explanation, deLlaring, that Mr.Sinai- 
the right honouiable gentleman titlui did not or would 
not underftand him; he h id not laid, that it w as the 
duty of a Chancellor of the Lxc'ievpici immediately to come 
forwaid and propofe a new taa as loon as he dilcoteicd a de* 
hciency in any of hij. foiincr ta>cs; what he had lud, was, 
that theie was no fund in e .ift^ncc that could he ipplied fo- 
waids the payment of the mtciefl )f the fix inilhon of luv v 
debt, that the light honourable gentleman Incl lafl year at¬ 
tempted to provide foi. Withiegaid loT.oiU jehn C''aveu- 
dilli’s taxes, which the right honouiahle gi ntlcinan had fo 
iinniccffuily luggtd into the delu e, hi hid again and ap im 
faid they weie taxes unavoidably broi ght torwad, when 
theie had been but a very fiiott tiuie to i^onfie tliem 
prcvioufly to their being prop >1 il, and tlni^ dl the ciicum- 
ItaiRts ol thccale coijfiaei(.J, it w u i.af\ to account loi their 
being deficient. 

Ml. Midky condemned the t ix on f in ili li r\ ants, and re- ’ttr. Medfej 
commended a tax on guitluiu a ot the ' ir and on lolicitois 
in luu of It, Ml. Mcdl V 12 no a dioll ueount >1 tbe guat 
incrtafe of bat-nfiers, dtclaung, th t vvh ic he lived in the 
countiy, theie foiiTierly appealed but two 01 thut atcviry 
cjuaiM ieflions, but that tht black , nviu wcielo numerous 
now on luch occafions, thit tin ohl lovvn hail wis not lirp® 
enough to hold them, and thev Ind bem to build a 

new one on their account, lie vva*’, ho 1 id, bimfelf do- 
feended from a counlelloi, bu^ nil ipcul Lmii. thingv 
were far different fiom what thc^ wt it it pu h nt, Mr. Mi d- 
ley approved ot the piopobd ibohtiori of luwk is and pedlais, 
who, hodeclaied, wcie a nuif uicf to the tonntr), dcfhoymg 
the trade of countiy ihopkeepers, fcnlmg dunagid good>, 
taking away the money that ought to b' Ipeiit in each town, 
and doing other milchief. 

Mr. Biickdale alio approved of theaboliUon of hawkets 
and |iedlars. 

Lord Mahon laid, he could not help differing from hisLi/idM4h«B 
light honourable friend about the piopoled fcmalc-fervant 
tax; but a way had occurred to him ot removing all objec- 
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tioti to the meafure, jind even of concerting the objedlions 
that had been urged agamft it itito arguments in its behalf, 
and that was, to make an exemption in favpur of families 
who had above a certain number of cliildren, and to relieve 
them ti om the payment of one half of the tax. It was, his 
• Lordftiip obferveJ, impoflible to do this in taxes upon articles 
of contumption, or articles in a manufaftured Hate, ftich as 
leather, &c. but it was eafy to do it in the prefent cafe, 
wheie the tax flood open, feparate, and diilimSl. 

Waj. Giant Major Grant made a few obfervations on the different taxes, 
and greatly commended the new regulations intended to be 
adopted, with regaitl to the tax on male feivants; that alone 
would, he thought, nearly produce fufficient to make up the 
fum the tax on female fervants was given for. If not, a tax 
by way of licenfe, to be taken out by fuch as chofe to indulge 
themfelves in wearing hair-powder, would make up the de¬ 
ficiency. Mr. Grant fiid, the pofl-horfe tax wanted regu¬ 
lation giently. At a diflance from London, it wascollefted 
of the lubjedt regularly enough; but little or none of it found 
Its way into the coffers of the public tieafury, it being funk 
by a connivance between the innkeepers and the turnpike- 
men * he recommended that the mode of colledling it fhould 
be changed, and that it fhould in future be colleiled wholly 
at the turnpikes, and the Commiflioners made relponfible 
for It* 

JUr.Po«ir>. Mr. Powys faid, there was much to be piaifed m what had 
fallen from the riglit honourable gentleman that day, little 
to be doubted, and flill leis to be cenfured. Mr. Powys did 
not approv e of the propofed tax on female fervants. 

MrLeMef. Mr. Lt Miffuricr^ in ratlier a longfpeech, commended the 
/oner defigned abolition of hawkers and pedla's, though he faid 
they little affected the place he repiek ted. He thought the 
propofed lax on (hops tlic part of the budget the moft excep¬ 
tionable, and ufed lome aiguments to piove that the tax on 
female fervants was not fo exceptionable as gentlemen had 
imagined. It was a tax, he obferved, that would be equally 
^ diftnbuted throughout the kingdom, and would be always 

paid by the mafter of the f imily, and not fall on the fervants 
tliemfelves; and he was jierfuaded no rr irried man would 
keep a woman lervant tlic lefs on account of fuch a trifle as 
the tax. If, when the bill came in, da ry maids fliould be 
exempted, as feme gentlemen had advifed, he declared he 
would rife and piopofe the exemption of another fort of dairy-, 
* • maids, 
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maids, very ufcful in all families where there were children, 

VIZ. wet mirks. 

Mr. Dbtnpjicr leiteiated his arguments m favour of Mr Demf- 
hawkers and jcdlais, declaring that abohfliing them would 
be llabbing at the vitaL of the internal commeice ot the king¬ 
dom. 

Mr. AlJeiman Suwbndge lepiobatcd the propofed tax on Mr. AM, 
female lervants, intimating his aftonifliment, that the right Stwlwidjse. 
honourable gentleman fliould be hardy enough to nave ven¬ 
tured at the piopofing of fuch a tax. He reminded the Com¬ 
mittee, that it had been fuggefted by an honourable Baionet 
two years ago, and was theh tieated with ruhrule by all 
parts of the Houfe, aiid had kept the honoural le Haionet an 
objeft of public iidicuk without doors ever fince. Mr. 
Sawbndge condemned the piopofed lax on Ihops as i moft 
partial proportion, that would beai harder upon th*^ inhabi¬ 
tants of the metropolis, than of othei p irts oi the kmgdo’u. 

Sir J? Jmtd Hill faid, he mull once more make i piopofi- Sirllichar4 
tion that he had for two years pall maclem vain, vi/. that a Hill, 
tax be laid on places of publ'C divtinon. It was, he ob- 
feived, a dilgracc to C/rcat Britain, as a piotcflant countiy, 
not to diaw lomc revenue from the money Ipent 111 diflipa- 
tion. Above bve hundred thouland pounds, he underftood, 
weiefpent in places of public enteitamment, and fuuly aliflh 
part of It might be ipared towaids the exigencies of the (late. 

Evtiy othei country in Europe made thtir places of entei- 
taininent contribute, and we ought to follow the example, 

'Hie veiy p tying down the money to entei the theatre, or 
R.inelagh, or Vauxhall, was, lie laid, a tacit declaration, 
thit we could fpare the money ; and it was a llrong proof of 
the declenfion of an empiic, to heraifinga revenue from tax¬ 
ing the ntcefiaries of life, and at tbv. fame finii to be afiaid 
to touch oui pleafures, and the diripation of the times. Sir 
Richard faid a good deal about the propofed tax on female 
lervants, which created much hughtei m the Committee ; 
bat Sir Richaid declared he had no intention to be ludicio is, 
agreeing pei fecSlly with the poet, that 

**• Immodeft words admit of no defence, 

“ Foi vv int of decency is> want ot fenfe.” 

At length the firft refolution was agreed to, and then the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved a ftnng of lefol 1 lions, 
containing all his ffated taxes. After which the Houle was 
refumed, and the report ordeied to be brought up this day. 
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I'ucfday, May 10. 

The chairman of the Committee of ways and means 
brought up the report of veil-” day, a.jd the follow ng aie 
the leiohuions contained ^ 1 the idget. 

I, Rfcfolved, T’-'at towards rading the fopply granted to 
Hus Majrfty, the futh"’ lum of one million he 1 ailed by 
loans on Fxc]u\{i’ci bills to be • hai ^ed i non tlic full aid to 
he granted m the r^xt Icfhon of Path 1 nenl; and fnch Ex- 
cluqnc: bills, if not difcharged with intcrefl the eepon, on 
or*before the 5th day of Apr;!, 1786, to at, exdiangod ind 
received m pajment m fuch manner is Exchcfjw.ti bills hue 
ufually been exchanged and leceived u* payment 

“ 1 hat all perluns inltrefled in, 01 cn ltd unto any bills 
payable m couile of *^Iie ^ ivy or Vi<Slu«iling offices, 01 for 
tr» riiports which were d ted on 01 bcfoic he 5th day of June, 
1785, carry the '' rtcr having hau the intcreft due 

thereupon CO I iputcd up to thf 5 ;th day of July, 17^5^ and 
marked upon the fai 1 bills at the Navy or "'^idlualling offices, 
relpt finely) to the 1 u ifurei of His Majelly’s navy, fhall 
have in (xcliaiige foi the fame, from fuch treafury, or his 
p.-'y-mafler or cifhiei, a cerlilkate to the Governor and 
Company of the L’ank of England, for the amount of the 
principal and intenll: computed thereupon; and tlie perfons 
who fhall be polleflel of fuch certificates, upon delivery 
thereof to the laid Cgovernor and Company of the Bank of 
England, fliall be entitled, mrefpeiSl: of the lame, to ml. 8s. 
capital flock for every lool. contained m fuch certificates, 
and lo in proportion for any greater or lefler lum; fuch capi¬ 
tal Hock to be attended wnli annuities, aftci the rate of five 
ptiunds per centum per annum, to commence from the ?th 
day of July, 1785, payable ha]f-y<“arly, in lieu of all other 
inierefl, the faid annuities to be inedeemable, until tweaty- 
fi'-'c millions of the public debt, bearing intereft at the rate 
of e'ther three pounds per centum jier annum, or four pounds 
per centum per annum, fliall have been redeemed or paid oft: 
and that all ,aikns inteielled in, or entitled unto fuch navy, 
vuflualhng, and tranfport bills, made out between the faid 
30th day • f June, 178^, and the ift day ^ January, 1785, 
' vhofhill, t*n orbtfoit the 5th day of June, ''/05, carry "he 
kmc (afti 1 having had Jie intcieft ^ue upon fuch of the faid 
bills as noc'' bcir m intcieft computed and marked upon the 
faiil to the 5th day vf July, 1785, at the Navy and 
Viifluilling offices, rcfpedlively) to the Treafurer of Hib 
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Majefty’s navy, ihall have in exchangee for the fame, from 
fuch treafurer, or his pay-mafter or cafhier, a certificate to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for the 
amount of the principal and intereft computed thereupon, af¬ 
ter deducting therefrom a fum, at the rate of five killings 
per centum, upon the amount of fuch principal and intereft 
for every month, between the ift day of July, 1783, and 
the d:w on which fuch bill was made out; and the perfons 
who lhall be poflefled of fuch certificates, upon delivery 
thereof to the faid (jovernor and Company of the Bank of 
England, fhall be entitled, in refpeft of the fame, to ml, 8s. 
capital flock for every lool. contained in fuch certificates, 
and fo in proportion for any gieatei or lefler fum; fuch ca¬ 
pital flock to be attended with annuities after the rate of five 
pounds per cent, per annum, to commence from the 5th of 
July, 1785, payable halt yeiily, in heu of all inteieft. The 
faid annuities to be irredeemable until twenty-hve millions of 
the public debt, bearing intereft at the ntt of either thieo 
pounds per cent, per annum, or four poancls per cent, per 
annum, fhall h ive been lodeemed oi paid oft 7 'hc wliole 
of the faid mnuities to be chaigcd upon i fund to be tftabJifil¬ 
ed in this lefllon of Parliament; and for which the fund com¬ 
monly called the finking fund fhall be a collateral {Icurity, 
That all pcrlons interefted in, or entitled to my deben- 
tuieS payable out of flis Ma|efty’s office of Oidiiance, which 
weie dated on or betoie the 3 ft of Dcceinbti, 1783, fhall, 
on or before the 5th of |nne, 178:;, ciiiy the fame to the 
Treafurer of His Majefty’s office of Ordnance, and lhall have 
the intereft of futh debentuiescomputed after the rate of four 
pounds percent per annum, fiom the c\piiation of fifteen 
months from the dite thcieof to the 5th of July, 1785, and 
fhall in exchange for fuch debeiituie have a ci rtilkate to the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England, for every 
lOoI. contained in the amount of fuch principal and intereft, 
and, upon delivery thereof to the laid Ctoveruor and Com¬ 
pany, fliall he entitled to ml. S';, tapitil flock, for eveiy 
^cl. contained m fuc li certificate, md fo in propoition for 
My greater or lellei fum, luch capital ftork to be attended 
With annuities, after thi rate of five pounds per cent, per 
annum, to commence from the 5th day of Julv, 1785, pay¬ 
able half yearly. 7 he faid annuities to be 11 redeemable until 
twenty-five millions of the public debt, bearing intereft at 
the rate of either three pounds per cent, per annum, or four 
pounds per cen,t. per arniura, fhall have been redeemed or 
VoL. XVIJI. H h paid 
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paid off. And the faid annuities to be charged upon a fund 
to be eftablifhed in this feflion of Parliament, and for which 
the fund commonly called the biiiLing 1 und ftiall be a col¬ 
lateral fecurity 

*'1 hat the duties now charged upon male fervants do 
ceafe, determine, and be no longer paid or payable 

** I'hat towards riihng the liiiiply granted to His Majefty, 
there he charged upon and paid to His M ijtdy* his heirs and 
fucceflbis, by evei y perfon who lliall retun or employ any 
male leivant or lervintc, within the kingdom ot Oreat Bri¬ 
tain, the feveral veirly fums following, that is to lay, for 
one male krvant, and not moie than two male lcr\''nts, the 
(urn of il 5s t ich , foi thiei and not more tiian foui male 
jervints, the 1 urn ot il 10s, rath, for five uid not more- 
than leven male fervants, the ft ui of il 15s each for eight 
and not moie than ten male fei v uits, the fum ot al each; 
and for eleven malo leivints i.id upwuds, th^ luni of 3I for 
each, except thole ftrvantv who lliall be rcliintd 01 em¬ 
ployed folcly foi the pn’polcs of hufoaiuhy or manuf idlere^, 
or of iny riade or calling by which the mailci or inillrcfs of 
fuch ft rvapts earn 1 livelihood or [uofit 

** That a propoitionahic p irt of the fiid duties be applied 
to the ufes to which the forniei duties aie apphcihle. 

1 hat towards laifing the fupply gianted to His 
IVIi)fcfl;y, there he clnig«d and paid to His Majefiv, 
his hens and lucctfTors, by every jieiton who fliall letain tJi 
employ any femde lerv int 01 feinile feiviiits, within tlic 
kingdom of Gr^at Biitun, the fcvei d yeaily fums following, 
th it is to fay, for one ft.malckr\ int, the fum of as 6d., foi 
two female fervants, the fum ot t.ich ; and tor three or 
more female fervants, the fum of 10s each excipt thofe fer¬ 
vants who fhall he letained or employed lolely tor the pui- 
pofes of minufa6iunng , 01 of any trade or calling by which 
the mafter or mill 1 els of fuch temaie fervants eain a livelihood 
01 profit 

“ That upon every htiufe, or other budding, now or here¬ 
after to be ere< 5 led, any pait of which fh ill, tcii the time be- 
ing, be ufed as a ilaop, publicly kept open, foi the purpofe 
of cairy ingon any tradi, or in winch fli dl he fold any goods, 
wares, 01 meichanddc, by retail , 01 upon every budding or 
place ufed as a fhop only foi the puipofes before mentioned, 
there fliall be charged a veaily duty, accoidmg to the feveral 
and reip^edfivc lates following thereon, over and above all 
othef duties now payable, that is to fay, for every fuch houle 
other budding, or place of yeaily rent or value of 5I. and 
Dot exceeding lol the annual fum of is* in the pound of fuch 
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rent, for every fuch houfe or othei building, or pl.ice of the 
yearly ren* or value of lol iiul not exceeding 15! llie annual 
luni of IS 3(1 in the pound of inch rent 

“ For every Inch houfe 01 other hinlding, or plac^ of the 
yearly value ot 15I and not exceeding 20I. the annual fuin 
of IS 6d. in the pound of Inch lent. 

“ for every Inch houle or othei hudiling, or place of the 
veaily rent or value ot 2cl and not exceeding the annual 
lum of IS. <^d in th^ pound ot Inch lent 

“ torevciy luch lunile 01 other building, 01 pLce of the 
vCcirly rent or value ot 2ijl ind upwaids, the annual fum of 
as. in the pound ot tuch lent. 

“ I hat the duties now clniged upor, and pay ihle by 
hawkers, pedlais, and petty chapindi, do ceale, dctcrnnnc, 
and he no longei pcay ihle. 

“ fh It the rates and duties, gi anted hy an acfl it ule in 
the twentieth year ot His prel(-nt Alijcftvjdititlcd, An uSt foi 
repealing an aiSl made m the nintteenth y( at of the reign of 
His prelent Majefty, entitled, An aef for gianting to His Ma- 
jefty ceitain duties on hcenfes, to be talscii out Jjy ill perfons 
lettmgpoft hoi fes to hire, for travelling, in tliemuine. thcie- 
in mentioned ; and certain duties on all hoitex kt to hire, toi 
the purpofes of travelling polt, and by time, and upon (tr- 
tam carnages thciein mentioned, and tor gianting othei du¬ 
ties in lieu thereof, and alio by m atSt made m the twi ntv- 
thiitl .year of the leign of His pielfiit M ijefty, entitled, An act 
for giantmg to His Majedy an addition il duty upon ftage 
coaches, and othei earinges therein mentioned, flttll ceaie, 
dererinine, md be no longer pud and piyable by the ttveral 
poft-nnders, inn-keepeis, and other perloiis, tor and on ac¬ 
count of the laid rates md duties, and whicli fhill he unac¬ 
counted tor and unpnd by them to the Itve^ral collei^tois ip- 
pointed by virtue of the (aid aiSl: to lective the tame, and the 
ioveral bonds given in jiurfuance of the laid a<St 

“ That every potl-mailer, iiin-ktepei, or other perlon 111 
the kingdom ot Cirtat Britain, who lhali let to Iiik^ any 
horfe for the purpofe ot travelling poll by the mils*, or from 
ftage to ftage, or being a pcifon uiually letting horfes to hire, 
fhall let to hire, for a day, or any Ms period ot time, any 
horfe for drawing-any coicli, chaife, or any other c image 
uled intiavellmg pofi 01 other wile, by whatloever name fuch 
carriages now are, 01 heieatrtr may he called oi known, for, 
or in any relpecSl whereof any rates or duties under the ma¬ 
nagement of the commifhoiiers of excife, now are made pay¬ 
able by any ftatute or llatutes heretofore made, and now 111 

n h 2 force. 
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force, fiiall yield, and pay annually to'His Majefty, his heirs 
and fucceflbrs, the fiun of five Ihilhngs for a licenfe for that 
^urpofe. 

“ That for and 111 refpeiSIt of every horfe hired by the mile 
or fiage, to he uit.d in travelling poll in the kingdom of Great 
Britiiii, thcie be chaiged a duty of for every mile fuch 
horfe fliall he hired to travel poll 

“ "1 hat lor and m icfpe£l of every horfe hired for a day, or 
lefs period of for drawing on a poll or other public 

road, am co'^rh chaife, or mv other cairiage uled in tra> 
veiling poll 01 otherwilc, by whatfoever name luch carriages 
now ait, or hcie«itter may he called or known, lor or in re- 
fpe6t whereof any lates or duties under the management of 
the CommilHoners ot excile, now aie made payable by any 
flatute or flatutes herttofote made, and now in force, there 
fiiall be charged, ifrhe dillance /hall be then afcei tamed, the 
fum of ild. per mile, and if the difiance fliall not be then af- 
certaintd, theie fliall be charged the lum of is, for, and in 
refpedl of tach horfe fo lined, fuch duty to he paid by the 
perfon or peifons by whom luch horle fliall be fo hired or 
II fed* 

“ That every peifon who fliall keep any coach, berlin, 
landau, chariot, calafli, or other carnage, with four wheels , 
or any cdills chaife, chui, or other carnage with two 
whtels, by which name foevei the lame now is, or hereafter 
fliall be called or known, to be employed as public flage 
coaches, or carnages, for the purpofc of conveying palTen- 
gers for hire, to and from difFeient places in the kingdom of 
Great Britain, /hall yield and piy annually imtoHis Majelly, 
his heirs and lucceflbrs, the lum of five flidlings for a licenfe 
for that pnrpofe. 

“ Tint for every coach, berlin, landau, chauot, calafli, 
or other carnage with four wheels, and every cahfli, chade, 
chair, or othti carnage with two wheels, by "hat name fo- 
' ever the fame now is, or hereafter fliall be, called or known, 
lo be employed as public ilage coaches or carrnges, for the 
puipofe of conveying paflengers for lure to and from ddferent 
places in the kingdom of Great Britain, there flnll be a duty 
of one penny for every mile fuch carnage /hail travel, to be 
paid by the owner or owners thereof. 

“ That i projKirtioiial part ot the faid duties he applied to 
the fame iifes as the lorintr duties W'cie applicable. 

“ That towards laifing the fupply granted to His Maje/ly, 
there be raded, levied, colIe6led, and paid to His Maje/ly, 
'Ins heirs and fucceflors, by all perlons uttering or vending m 
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Great Britain, any gloves or mittens, made of filk, leather, 
or any other material, by retail, a llamp duty of is. foi a h- 
cenfe, to be annually taken out for tb it piiipoie, 

« 'I hat tov\ards laifing the lupply granted to I lis Majclly, 
there be charged upon cveiy pair of gloves 01 mit^cis aoove 
the value of4d. and not exceeding the \alue of lod a fi imp 
duty of one penny> and of the v due of lod. and undei is <t.d. 
a ftamp'duty of two pence, and abo\e the value of is. 4d. a 
ftamp-duty of three pence. 

“ That towards railing the fupplygi an ted to Ilis Majefty, 
that all perlons ufing or exercifmg the tiadc or buhnels of a 
pawnbroker, within the cities ol London and \V ertininllcr, 
the panfhes of St. Mary-l i-honnc and St. Pancras, in the 
county of Middlefex, or within the weekly bills of moitality, 
or in the Borough of Southwark, in the county of Surry, 
ftiall take out an annual licenfc, and be charged with a ftamp- 
duty of ten pounds, 

“ That towaids raifing the fupply granted toHisMajefty, 
that all peilons iifuig 01 c^^ercifii.g the tnde or Imfincls of a 
pawnbioker, in any other pail ol the kingdom of Great Bri¬ 
tain, lhall take out an mnual heenk, uid betharged with a 
ftamp-duty of fi\e. pounds. 

“ That the allowance foi w^afte on white and nftned fa ft, 
and rock fait, caineilcoalKvife, he i induced. 

“ 'I hit tow uds m d ing good tin ftipplygnntid to Ihs 
Majtft), then be ifllied an \ apple d the 'urn ot 65,16 il. 3s 5 d. 
now rtimining in tlif Lxchequer, being the oveiplus ot the 
giants toi the year 17S4. 

“ That towaidb lading the fnpply granted to His Maiefty, 
there be iftued and applied the fuin ol '’,297,460!. ^s, 10 cl. 
out of inch mcjnies as have anlen, or /lull, oi raiv aiife of 
the luipluifes, exceflks, overplus monies, uid other ic venue 
compoAng the fund commonly called the Sinking 1 und.” 

On the ftrft refolution being re id i IcTond time, 

Mr, SbatK^an rofe juft to reniaik, that, in Ins opinion, it Mr Sheri- 
was going upon a wrong principle to make imaginai y funds 
liable to pay the intcreft of a debt, as was the cale in the 
taxes of 1’ft year* being deemed efficient, and taken for the 
fnm foi which they were intended, when, in fidl, no fuch 
fundexifted; it was, therefore, appropnaling i non ixiftmg 
fund, to pay the mteieft to which the Houle was pledged, 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt was of opinion, that it wa* not the Mi Chm- 
bufxnefs of the Houfe then to inquire into the efiieienry of 
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former taxes, but to give then affentor diileiit to the refolu- 
tions before them. 

Mr. Fox faul, he certainly igrred witli his honourable 
friend, that It w IS fcxtiemely wiong to talk of applying a 
furplub to a pai ticular purpole, when no fuch fui plus exifted ; 
in fa£l, the point at which tlie light honourable gentleman 
and his honout able friend were at ilTue, was, wliether there 
was or vvas not a fuiplus , if there was, it was propel to ap¬ 
ply It as detc iihc^l, hut, foi his own pari, ht did not think 
the taxes of Jail: )eir, hoin my account tint had been laid 
bctoie the Houfe, would piovc as produ£live asftated. 

Mr. Roft was confident that the taxes oi lall: year would 
be prodaiStist of the fums, or nearly fo, for which they were 
hid , and was certain, that the peifons who had the colle6i- 
ing of the t ixes were of the fame opinion. 

i^lr. Shctidan laid, he differed from the honourable gentle- 
m in, md flioiiJd, piobahly, on a future day, move for the 
dilleient boards to give their opinions m writing to the 
Hoiife. 

Ml. Unjfiy thought It rather flrange that the Minifter this 
\fir fliould give the navy bill holders ml. 8s. for lool. 
when he kift yen give them only 107I. 5s. 6d. He was m 
hoj^es, th It afit • two years peace, the terms would have been 
Letter inflead of vvoi le. 

Mr. 5 . Fbotnicn fnd, he rofe chiefly to ftateto thefloufe, 
that thiough a part of the Almifler’s fpeech being either mif- 
underftood, 01 not igreeibleto whal the Public thought, the 
five per cent. Aock had fallen tint day to 91, and the leafon, 
he believed, foi the fill was, the idea that hid gone forth, 
that the five percent, flock was the flock which the Minifter 
intended to appiopii ite to the fcheme of p lyiiig ofl the na¬ 
tional doLt. 

Ml. Ch incelloi Pitt lemarkcd, that tlie a£l of the lift 
venr txpreflly mentioned, that the five per cent, flock was 
not ledennabJe until twenty-five millions of cither the three 
or foul jier cents were paid off. 

Mr. Huffty faid, he was fliJl of opinion, tliat greater terms 
wcie held out this year to the navy bill-holders than the Lft, 
which he could not account for, to be fure, the flocks weie 
lowt 1 ; but as the right honourable gentleman hiul thought 
pioper to defer funding the million hehoriowed of the Hank, 
might he not have poftponed tlie funding a part of the navy 
debt until it was in his power to have made better terms, for 
now perfons who had puichaled nav y-bills at a great difcount, 
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wouk! receive a confideraMe advantage by ha\ ing them paid 
at pir, or by allowing the | per cent pei month difcount ^ 
and to Ins certain knovvlec*ge, i peilon htelv bought m the 
market, a na\ V bill of loool. for 800I uhich would entitle 
him to locoi dock ni the 5 percents aftei the rate of ml. 

8s. tor every icol. 

Mr Chancellor Pitt obferved, that lad year he took the Mr Cbm- 
5 ptr cent dock at the imagimiy price of 93, but expeii- 
cnce had taught him that it was too high a price, therefore 
he had this year fixed it at 89^, and, in his opinion, the 
docks would not rife until the load of rnvy debt was taken 
out of the market , therefore, had he waited until another 
opportunity of funding a part, it would have defeated its 
ov\ n end 

Mr. /oar, fa id what his honout able friend (Mr. Hufley) hid Mr Fos. 
mentioned was certainly true, that navy bills had been lilued 
lately at a far gieater difcount than any in limes of war 

'1 he quelliun was then put on the itfolution, niul agreed to. 

1 he other r<?k)’utions were read and agreed lO without any 
debate, until they came to that iclative to maid fervants. 

1 be Earl of Suricy role to give his determined oppofition Thrl-rlof 
to the tax on maul lervants, and he chok to'do it in this Sw'cy 
early flage of the bufinc is, becaufe, fhoukl the j ight honoura¬ 
ble gentleman be diipi.kd, or fee cauie to alter this tax, it W'ls 
reifonable to give him time, in order that he might fuppiv it 
by the adoption of irolhei 1 be grounds on which he oh- 
jeiSled to this tax Ind ilreiJv by him, in the dH)ite lill night, 
been ftatedat length He thought the tax exceptionable, r-s 
It encroaclied on the only me in'- tlicfe km iVs h ul of earning a 
livelihood. Seeing 1 ImiL on the 'iVeafuiy hetuh, he laid he 
meant to argue the fubjeil leiioufly on piinciplts of huma¬ 
nity. He had Hated, that even llie mrrow line of domcJlic 
fervitude, which they occu,md, hadl)tc.n invuled b\ the other 
fcx. There were few occupations in which they vvcie em¬ 
ployed, m which the men hid not alio endcavound to iival 
them We had men-milliiKis, maiuin-inaleis, Iny-rnikers, 
petticoat-makers, in fhort, there was not a commodity m 
which the women dealt, which the men did not cndeavoui to 
have their ftiaieof However, he wiilicd to draw the attention 
of the Houfeto the proportion which this tax pointed out, as 
the principle of taxation. 1 he whole male fervants of this 
country were fuppofed to yield the revenue fifty thoufand 
pounds, and the female ferv.ints rated at triple that fum, an 
hundred and forty thoufand pounds There appeared to him 
a monftrous abfardity on the very face of the fa( 5 l, W*hv 
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ihould that part of the comijiunity he loaded with fuch an 
impoh, as they were ceitainly hut ill able to bear? He was 
iheicfore rfiolved to take the Icnfeof the Houfe upon the tax. 
He ohlei ved, that laft ycai, when a very unpopular tax was 
huHi>d»r toiwanl, he had the misfoitune to find himfelf m a 
rnmoiity ot foul. Ihere were, however, others more in- 
teitll*'d in the inattei, v\ho would reafon more forcibly with 
tlie Mimfitr m private, tli in he could do in public. One of 
tilt p uties he alluded to, was a large dealer m an aiticle much 
n^icied in iliat Houfe 'I he wiflu^ of one who had fo many 
iTH iiih^io of Pirhament at his difpofal weie not to be lefified. 
He wa*- .di lid *he unfortunate fubjcifls of the tax in tjueftioa 
v\oul(I iiue no Inch powerful advocates, un^Hs in the huma- 
iiilv 01 tiio Houfe which he nnploied on their account. 

Chancellor P/'^ rofe in anivvei to wh.jt had fallen from 
the noble Loul. He hid foielcon that much oppofition would 
be made to this tax, and tint arguments of vaiious kinds 
would be urged againfl the adoption of it However, he 
btgg'd leave, once for all, to he urn ei fioocl as meaning togivp 
no (ifi nee, wlitn Ik fud that he lun* not vet heard any argu¬ 
ment but that one vvhicli Hated, tint the ta/ woulel fall hea- 
viefl on thoL of large familits, who, in faci, were the leaft 
able to bear It. "Ihcqueftion therefore, diverted of all the 
circumlocution and facetious remaik*? with which it had been 
connected, was fimply. Whether tlie lax might not be fo re¬ 
gulated as to fall lightly on peiions of this defcnption ? 
Having laid this, he adverted to what fell fiom the noble 
Lord he thought it would be ahluid to oive the hiftory of 
that mattei now, as it had no teal connection with the point 
in debite He would on that account iatisty himfelf with 
only faying, that the noble Loul’s iiifinuations were altoge- 
thei unfounded, 

1 he Farl of Surrry did not mean, he faid, any mfinuation 
which he thought would give offence He only ftated what 
was genenlly confideied as a faifl, but was lorry it fhould 
have been fo much mifunderftood. 

Mr. Drake was at a lofs how to a <51 he had pledged hiiii- 
fdf to vote againft this tax ; the noble Lord had taken him at 
his word. He regretted at the lame time the fituation of the 
right honourable gentleman, who found himfelf obliged tp 
provide for debts which he was not acceflary in creating. 

Mr Fox felt his own fituation exceedingly aukward. He 
Was not one of thofe who confidered the fenfe of their conAi- 
toents binding on their conduiSl in every political proceeding, 
and.of all others he thought a quertion of finance Uiat m which 
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an implicit conformity was Icaft to be eirpeAed. Prom the 
peculiar obligations he owed his conAituents, he iliouJd hold 
himfeif exceedingly ungrateful if he did not pay every de¬ 
ference to their known opinions ; and yet, when he nated 
their opinions to be averie to this propofition, and gave it as 
one reafon for oppofing it he begged it to be confidered as 
only one For in confidenng the nature and extent of the 
confequence to which fuch a meafure muft inevitably lead, fo 
many glaring and irrefiAible obje^lions accompanied it, that 
the idea was not in his mind to be tolerated for one moment. 
That burdens were necejflary to he laid on the people of this 
country, he was fenfible of, m perhaps a greater degree than 
the right honourable gentleman who propofed them. He 
knew that a long and expenfive war hud lett incumbrances on 
the Public, which their credit and profperity made it necef-^ 
fary to provide for; and he was never averfe to ihofe provi- 
Aons being made in the moft elRdtual manner, provided the 
method of obtaining them was not peculiarly exceptionable. 
Such was always his opinion, though he certainly had as littlar 
fhare in contributing to thofe meafures which entailed this 
immenle debt on the country as the right honourable gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Pitt) who uas now oppohte him, or any other 
member could poffihly have. Here perceiving Mr Pitt fmile, 
he faid he knew at what the fmileson the other lide of the 
Houfe were dire6Ved , he was aware they were meant to allude 
to his conneiSlion with a noble Lord, who was in AdminiAra- 
tion during the American war, but on this, as well as on 
every other occafion, wh^^n he perceived that difpofition in the 
right honourable gentleman, he would leply to him by this 
fmple retort —That thofe with whom the right honourable 
gentleman a£led, and was moft intimately conne£led, were 
as deeply involved in all the circumftances of the American 
war as the noble Lord, to whom he was lo fond of alluding, 
and who was now abfent, (Lord Noith ) Not wifliing to 
dwell longer on this fo incoheient fubjcfl:, but which he was 
led into, he had only to return to the queftion, and remark, 
that in general he thought a tax upon Servants very well 
founded It was certainly always a deftrable objp< 5 I to refrain 
from alFe£ling manufacturers, whenever it could be avoided : 
that It could not in all cafes be done, he was ready to allow , 
and when the moft ufelels members of fociety were made to 
bear its burden, it was undoubtedly an advantage. Now 
theie could not be eafily pointed out any fet of men who 
were more ufelefs fubje^s in a ftate than men fervants; the 
contrary was the faCl with regard to women fervants, Thf 
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forfner were kept for parade, and as the inftruments of va¬ 
nity, idlenefs, and oiteiitation ; the latter were always em¬ 
ployed in works of indullry and imnagement. 1 he former 
Were retained by the rich, and tl e latter by the poor. He 
was the more furpiized at heaiing this tax inrroduced, as it 
liad been dated as the great incut of thofe taxes, that their 
operations were for tlie mod part confined to the opulent, 
and he little expelled to find lo great a proportion of the mo- 
ney to he railed, diawn tnan that fourcc which was lead able 
to bear it. It preded mod on thole who were the lead able 
to be ir It. '1 he right honoui dde gentleman faid, that the 
fame ohje« 5 lion L'v againd leveial other impoda He acknow¬ 
ledged that It did lo , and tins was one very urgent reafon 
with him why the tax diould be abandoned, or if that was a 
forlc>rn hope, meliorated however in fuch a manner, that the 
tax might be lefs obnoxious to clamour and diflike. He well 
knew how diificult it was to propofe any fubjeft of finance, 
without that information which the Chancelloi of the Ex¬ 
chequer alone could command. However, in general he 
might be allowed what diuck him as a hint, which the right 
honourable gentleman would know how to ufe, oi whether 
indeed it was piadlicable. Much had been fiid about taxing 
batchclors Tlie great objedlion to tha» meafure arole from 
the difficulty theie w'ls in making it an equal tax, as it was 
the height ot ahlurdity lo tax a day labourer the lame way as 
a man of fortune. Thcrefoie, if there could be any mode 
deviled, hy winch a tax could he proportioned to the fortune 
OI propeiiy of indiviouals, in the lame way that the fervantx’ 
tax, tlic window tax, and level il other taxes, which all went 
on one general principie, vvetc framed, in Ins opinion, no tax 
could he inoie fan or moie produiSfive, At all events, he 
could fee no ob|e£lioii to framing fuch a regulation in a bill, 
as might operitc neaily in a limilar manner. What he meant 
was, tint every fingle man who kept maid fervants (hould he 
taxed to fuch a degree, as would make good the deficiency of 
the tax from lendcring it eafy to thofe who hadfimilies He 
would venture lo lugged another regulation, which, how¬ 
ever, the Chain elior of the Exchequer could fay, w'hcther it 
was eligible or not. It was, that the tax fliould only extend 
So thole who had m.ile as well is female fervmts. He deemed 
himlelf bound to vote with the noble Lord agamil the tax, 
though were he fatisfied that theie or any fimilar regulations 
Would be idopted, it fhould have his concurrence 
viT than. Mr. Chancellor P;// laid, he Ihould not enter into the dif- 
•leaw Put cuflion to wdiich tJie right honourable genfleman had fo fairly 
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invited him, concernmg his connexion with perfons as deeply 
concerned in accumulating the national delit, as the nohic 
Lord in the blue nbhand 1 here v\as, howevei, this ftriking 
and material difference between the noble T^oid and the pei fon 
alluded to, and with whom he had the honour to a6t thefe 
gentlemen agreed with the miniffei in fupporting the geneial 
line of his politics. But he was the piincipal in whom all 
the mtafuies originated , or if that was not thecile, it ffiewed 
how unworthy that noble Loid was of his htuation. He 
wasjuffified in making this reimik, not only tioin what he 
knew of that unfortunate Adniiniffration, but from the right 
honourable gentleman’s opinions of it, which at that time 
were no fecret he therefore thought the right honouralile 
gentleman’s retoit a very fimpk one indeed, as it referred for 
an apology to a cafe in all rtlpeiSls nioff ptrfe^lly diffiinihr 
and inapplicable He would foiego that diligiteihle kihjed>, 
and come to what was always more pleafmg to him, it, w< 11 
as more acceptable to the Houle. He was lo peikdllv of the 
fhme opinion with the right honourable genthnnan, in the 
hints he had thrown out concerning ilic tav in queftion, that 
he would take this opportunity of tlnnking linti for having 
thus fuggefted them And, he trulled tnat they might he 
improved in fuch a way as to render thi- tac nuch k!s e\- 
ceptiopible than at prefent it appeiied to be He tiufled 
therefore, that with fome fuch regulations tht tix might 
piove an ufeful one, without being, in any confiderablc dcgiee, 
oppreflive 

Shet idan the right honourable genllinrin begin Mr Shen. 
Ifis Ipeech with a promifeof not going into w!nt he tiio.ight 
Ins right honourable friend had broached , and !ie hchev'-d 
the Houfe would join him m regretting, that he h id not de¬ 
viated a little in this inftance from the ulual mode of hi'ulling 
his promifes. He could not help lemaikipg, howevei, tint 
the right honourable gentleman, as his cuftom w is, had hxc.l 
upon the time, of all others, moft convenient foi his pnrpolo 
to make his charge when the nol.le Loid w is alnent. Lvr i y 
body knew it was not the habit or manner of that noble 
Lord to magnify his own importance, and celebrate his ixm- 
ional exeitions at the expence of his coadjutors in oflKC. 

He never arrogated to himfclf the diffindlion of being the 
Mimffer of the Crown, or King’s Miniffer, this mode of 
fpeech he left for the right honourable gentleman, whom it 
better became, but he fufpeiSled tlie honourable gentlemen 
with whom he afted might not thank him veiy cordially for 
his affiduous endeavours to leflen their official conleijuence, 
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of Stourbiidge and Dudlev 
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PETITIONS. 

Petition froiti glafs manufaf^urcrs of Londosy Bnf- 
tol, Newcaftlt, and Glafgow 

.— - merchants and manufa^liurers of broa^ 

cloth in Gloucefterlhirc 

. . - . working lilk weavers of Spitalfields 

— - - - manufafturers, &.c in the burgh of Ha* 

milton 

— mafter printers m Edinburgh 

.— • iron rnafters, &.c m tht. counties of Salop, 

Worceflei, Stafford, mil Warwick 

. ... manufadlureis and inhabitants of Coven- 

tiy, and adjacent paiifhcj 

— —. me chants, mauufael:urirs, &,c. of Brcikm 

- —— . . . manufafl'urers and woolftaplcrs of the 

county of Southampton 

——- - manutactuiera of llioes, &,c. in the town 

of SrafFord 

■— -- manufacturers of gloves ir> Yeovil 

merchants and tradeis of Unftol and 
G 1 ifgow 

, , tanners of London 

tragilfrireo and town council of Montrofe 

■■ 1.1' --gentlemen, p’opnetorsof the coui ^y of 

Dumfiies 

■ merchants, nianufaflurers, and others, of 
Manchcftei 

——-manuf fVurers of pig and bar iron 

. . . tanners of Lo iJon 

.. . ^''eflis Holincr and Raby, and otherf^ 

manufauuicis of bai non 


» Mr, Chancellor Pitt and Mr Vyner lofe at the fame time, 
and both claimed the attention of the Houfe 1 \t difputc 
was, that it being now nine o’clock at night, Mi V yner 
wilhed to poflpone the important difeuflSon for that mgnt^ 
The Chancellor oppoled all farther delay,. The priority was 
given to the latter 

Hr. Chan* Mr. Chancellor Pitt then called the attention of the Com- 
cellor Pitt, mittee to the review and confideration of the refolutions. 

He then defired that the clerk might read from the table the 
refolution which he had formerlv moved, as the gioundwork 
of the fyftem of intercourle between this country and Ire¬ 
land, 

Rcfolved, ** That it is highly important to the general in- 
• ** tereft of the Bntiih empire, that the trade between Great 
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Britain and Ireland be encouraged and extended ajs much 
“ as* pofTible; and, for that purpofe, that the intercourfe and 
“ commrrce be finally fettled and regulated, on permanent 

and ':quitable principles, for the mutual benefit of both 
** countries,’* 

He began by obfcrving, that the attention of the Committee 
having been engrolled tor to many weeks by the propofitions, 
he flatt rtU hinilelt.tbeir .niport. ice and nngnitude were by 
this time fvifiicic"tly ininrcfledoo their liiinds to render itper* 
fedlly unne efTary foi linn to dv\t’^ upon that part of the fub- 
je6l. He fliotiiJ thcrcfoip, aftct ihe nfelels manner in which 
fo muct of tbcH time had bn n i^afied, ^iiterat once into the 
bufinefs, and lla*^e to the Cuni'nittee ihc extent and objeft of 
his p'an endeavour'll? to clear it from fuch milconceptions* 
and to obviate fucli obji,£lioiis, as fiom the various interefis 
that It was luppofed to aftliSl, and the puns taken to al.min 
thole intcrefis, .t b .d ntccllnily become liable to. He defiied 
the Heufe to rec 11 ^( 51 , among the many n iportant and exten- 
live obje£ls 10 which ibe Ie?iflature of this kingdom hid for 
fome years pall dire<‘'ted its attention, that the aliairs of Ire¬ 
land, and thelorming of a fuitabJf auangeintnt between that 
• kingdom and this weic nearly the nioll confiderable. A vaft 
deal had already been done m leveral pi seeding Admin mira¬ 
tions, and though he was by no means inclined to cenfure 
the I'berality of former Pi*Inments, or formei Mmiflers, yet 
he could not but think, that if nothing more was to bt done 
for Ireland^ it would have been more advifabh not to have 
done any thing at all, or at Icall not fo much as had been 
done. In fa£t if the Britilh Parliament were to go no farther, 
all that had hitheito been done was ablolutely nugatoiy and 
ufelefs, for the advantages which were by thofe adls put into 
the hands of tlie Infli, woic fuch as they were unable to make 
ule of, at leaft not m the degree to which it was the avowed 
intention of Parliament that they fhould. And would the 
People and the Lcgiflature of England condclcend to alTume 
a credit for what they had never beftowed, and lay claim to 
the gratitude and love of a nation to whom they had made no 
concefiions, but fuch as jt was impolfible tor her to avail her- 
felf of? His prefent plan, he faid, was nothing more than a 
neceffary fupplement to thole which had formerly been 
adopted for the purpofe of creating fuch a mutual intereft as 
ihould for ever preferve inviolate and fecure the connection 
between the two countries, and he truiled, if it ihould be 
found to have a tendency to fo very defirable an end as that. 
It ihould be found to add confiderably to the general 
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^ilrehgtTi and fplendour of the empire, if it (hould he found to 
contribute a great and obvious augmentation to the welfare 
Ireland, and at the fame time to maintain the interefts of 
Crfeat Britain in every ellential point, and in fome inflances 
confiderahly to promote them, that in that cafe the oppofition 
tie fhould meet with would be confined within very narrow 
Jimits , he lamented however, that from the prefent ftate of 
the politics of the country there was but* little hope of find¬ 
ing perled unanimity. The ohjeftions which he had gene¬ 
rally oblerved to be made to this plan, were foch as appeared 
to him either to be convincing proofs of its propiiety andne- 
cellily, or at leaft that they were capable of an eafy and com¬ 
plete refutation. He had delired the propofed relolution to be 
read, in order that he might the more eafily lead the Com¬ 
mittee into his fentimenis with regard to the general arrange¬ 
ment, of which It was the foundation , and observed, that al¬ 
though there were feveral fubfequent refo’unons to follow it, 
yet they were but the detail and formality of that principle 
which was laid down in the foiiner 1 his principle then he 
would firft explain by way of comment on that refolution, 
and afterwards would go through the whole fenes of the pro- 
p >fitions from Ireland, applying to them futh alterations, re- 
tftri&ions, and modifications, as fhould ftill leftrain them 
Within the principle now to be adopted, and at '^he fame tunc 
free them from the ohjerStions which thofe who could not dif- 
fert from the principle had endear onred to raile againll the 
modem wliicli it was intended to apply it '1 he pnnciple 
then WuS, ‘‘ that a treaty fliould ne concluded with Inland, 
by which that country fhould be pet on a fur, equal, and iro- 
partid footing with Great Bntiin in point ot commerce, 
with relpe6t to foreign countries and to our colonies. And 
as to the mutual intercourfe between each other, that this 
equality fhould extend to manufaiSlures, to importation, and 
to exportation, and that I*‘e'and, in return for this conceffioi^, 
fhould contribute a fharc towards the protecSfion and fecunty 
of the general commerce of the empire ” In ordei to deftroy 
the generel prejudices entertained againft thefe propofitions, 
it would bi neceflary for him only to mention in what fitu- 
tttion Ireland aftually flood at that moment in point of com¬ 
merce w ith reipedl to the world in general, and Grent Britaiil 
in particular. Ireland could af this moment trade, with un¬ 
limited freedom, to every foreign ftate in Europe, fupply 
them with her own produce and manufadlure, anrd .carry 
heme in return the produce and manufa£lar6 of any dpuntry 
4 n Europe, She was alfo at liberty to fupjdy the Bfitilh cd- 
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lonies in the Weft Indies with her own commodities; and 
by a direiSl: trade homeward, furnifh herfelf with the Weft- 
India goods. But this was not all; flie could alfo, at this 
moment, fupply the Bntilh market, by a diredl tiade to Bri¬ 
tain, with the produce of the Britifh iflands; and this privi¬ 
lege was not of a recent dare, jfhe had enjoyed it ever ^inco 
the navigation laws were framed . the only queftion arifing 
now, relative to the Weft-India commodities, was, that the 
Infli Ihouid in future be permitted to bring into England, cir- 
cuitoufly through Ireland, thofe goods which they weie at 
this mftant at full liberty to import into this country di- 
re< 51 :Iy fiom the Weft Indies. But not to dwell any farther 
on this point for the pi dent, on which he intended to Ipeak 
fomewhat moie at length in the courfe of his fpeech, he ob- 
ferved, that the adjuftment which was now to be propoled 
refolved itfelf naturally into thiee parts, which might be 
ranged under three different heads i. The inteicouife be¬ 
tween the Biitilh V\ eft-lndia iflands and Ireland, 2. between 
Great Britain and Ire’and, 3. exports of inanufaiSlures to 
foreign countries. To wh'ch might be added a 4th, which 
was rather political, and lelated to the aftiftance that Iieland 
iliould contribute towaids tlie fupport of the navy of the em¬ 
pire, With lefpedt to the firft, it had been fiequcntly fugi 
gefted in behalf of a vtry refpcdlahle and veiy iiidul body o£^ 
men, the Weft-lndia merchants and planters, That ftiould 
Ireland he peimitted to fupply the Bntilh niaiket with the 
produce ot the iflands, they muff nectfl'anly run the rilk of 
being very conGdeiable luftcieis in common with the reft of 
the people of England, '^lo this fuggellion lie would leply, 
that Ireland, as he had faidbefoie, might at tins moment cany 
m Infli bottoms the produce of the iflands diio6lly into 
Great Britain; ftie was aheady in poiTeflion of tint I'hcity, 
and had enjoyed It ever finec tlie palling of the navigation 
laws, which had put Infli flops, in that iefpr(SV, on a tooting 
with Bntilh ; it was theieforconly by a circuitous trade fioin 
the colonies, that any new danger could acciue lo their m- 
terefts and here he felt that the apprehenfions ot »he mer¬ 
chants and planters were beft founded; for tliey feared that 
the Irifh being once admitted to bung to England circui- 
toufly the produce of tlie Bntifli colonies, 1 n ikH lugars aod 
other goods, the growth of iflands in tlie Weft Tmiies not be¬ 
longing to this country, might be imported into England as 
Bntilh, It was certainly his wifli:^ as it was his duty, to 
guard agamft inch a milchief: the Britifli Wefl-India planters 
VoL. XVm, L I were 
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were certainly entitled to a monoply of the Englilh market; 
and It would be but juflice to lecure it to them, as far as laws 
and regulations could give fecurity. It was upon this prin¬ 
ciple, then, that he intended to propofe certain regulations 
which would fully anfwer this end, without efledling in the 
fmalleft degree the fpiiit of the Irifli refolutions. He pro- 
pofed then in the firlt place, that the Committee Ihould re- 
folve tlidt all the navigation laws a< 5 lually in force in this 
kingdom, or which it Ihould be heieifter found ncceflary to 
®na6t:, for the prefeivation of the trade of Great Britain, 
fhould be in force m Ireland Under thefe laws the door 
would be flint to the impoitation of foreign Weft-India 
goods, and conlcquently the Bntifli maiket would be lecured 
for Britilh Weft-India commodities, to thecxclufion of thofe 
of foreign iflands. In confequence of thele laws it Would 
be neceflary thate\ery Infli vefftl, arriving in Ireland fiom 
the Weft Indies, ftiould bt fuiniflied with a ceitificite that 
her cargo was really the produce of a Bntifli Wtft-India 
ifland, and that this cutilicatc fliouJd be figned by the pio 
perofficei of fuch illand. But it might be laid, of what 
avail would laws be, if the c xccution of them flioukl be left 
to thofe who were not moft concerned in the due obfervance 
of them^ He would anfwxr, that imqucftionably if laws 
were not duly obferved and obeyed, they were of little ufe. 
But he did not conceive tliat the entrufting the evccution ot 
law^sto perlons not immediately under our power w^as a thing 
abfolutely unprecedented this country lelied much upon 
the* officers in the Weft-Jndia iflands, whofe duty it was to 
fign certificates; and if they abufed their power, the dinger 
ag unft which thefe ciitificatesw’ere to guard, would necefTanly 
arrive. He would not how^ever truft to Irilli officers for the 
execution of the navigation 1 iws, but would propofe an addi¬ 
tional regulation, which, m his opinion, would fatisfy the 
planters ; and that was, that every ftiip fiom thu Weft Indies 
touching m Ireland fliould be obliged, on entering a poit in 
Great Britain, to produce the fame original certificate which 
fhe fliewnd in Ireland, and which fhe received fiom the pio- 
per officer, on clearing out fiorn the ifland at which fhe 
fliipped her cargo. This, he flattered himfelf, would anfwer 
the expeftation of the planters; for he did not fuppofe that 
the Infli would attempt to import into their own country the 
produce of a French illand, with which they could not have 
a Bntifli certificate, and without which it could not be ad¬ 
mitted afterwards into England. Some gentlemen feemed to 

* apprehend 



A. 1785. DEBATES. 

apprehenJ that the Brjnfli inerchams would be injured, if 
the frifli were left at liberty not only to fupply the EngliHi, 
but aUo foreign markets with Weft-Iiulia produce . but he did 
not fee fo much danger in the cafe as tliey did, for in the firft 
place, It was from a number of circumflances highly impro- 
bable that the Infti would (upply the Englifli market to any 
great degree with Weft Jndn goods proliably the piincipal 
eonfequence of this libeity might be, tint the Infli merchant 
would be encouraged to (peculate a little moie than he does at 
preient, and bring home a greater quantity ol Weft-India 
produce than might be neceftary for his own market, in hopes 
that a fcarcity might happen in England, and then he might 
lend in the goods he had thus hid in upon Ipeculation This 
certainly was polfible, but it was barely fo, and he did not 
conceive that it could happen frequently. It might occur 
oftener, that the Irilh merchant would, in c ife of fcarcity on 
the Continent, have an opportunity of lupplying foreign 
countries, which would otherwife be fupplied tiom England, 
But though, whatever might be thus gained by the frifh, 
would be taken fiom the Bntifli merchants, yet he hoped the 
]ols would be rated very low, when it was recolleifled that 
this frcrifice would procure laftmg hiendfhip and haimony 
with Iieland , it would knit together the twogieit limbs, the 
remaining great members of the Britifh empiie, and bind 
them faft in bonds of eternal amity To Ireland he did not 
wifti to make this boon trifling and infignificant, he did not 
indeed think it was luch as would do this country effential in¬ 
jury; but It would neverthelefs procure to Ireland fubftantial 
good, and therefore he trufted it would be given cheeitully 
by tlie one as the heft pi oof of afFeiffion and friendihip, and 
he received by the other as a mark of that regard and commu¬ 
nity of interefts w'hich ought tolubfift between two countries, 
conne6led as England uid lu land are by the deareft ties This 
regulation however did not flop here, he intended to propofo 
farther, that all fhips coming from Ireland to England with 
Weft-India produce fhould alio be furnifhed with cockets, 
and give bonds in the fame manner as coafting fliips in Eng¬ 
land v/ere bound to do. If Ireland ftiould thus enjoy the be¬ 
nefit of the colony trade, it was but fit the colonies fhould de¬ 
rive fome benefit in return, and therefore he would propofe 
an amendment m the lecond of the Irifh refolutions, which 
allows a drawback on exportation of all the duties laid on im¬ 
portation into either countiy , and the amendment wis an 
exception from this allowance of drawback of all Ipints not 
•he produce of the Britifh colonies in the Weft Indies. 

L I a There 
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There was, befides, he obferved, another branch of fo¬ 
reign commerce which demanded regulation, and which, m 
Ibme decree, might be confidered as allied to that which h© 
was fpeaking of, and that was the trade to the Eaft Indies ; 
that trade, heobfeived, being by charter exclufively the pro¬ 
perty of the Eaft-lndia Company, there was no poffibility of 
giving a fhare of it particularly and nominally to the, Irifh ; 
qn that fubjedf, however, he viras not very unealy, as he was 
fully fatisfied in h«s own mind that to fulFer the Eaft-lndia 
trade to remain in its prefent channel, was by no means a de¬ 
parture from the fyflem that was now under difcuffion, a 
fyftein of an equal and reciprocal participation of commer¬ 
cial benefits with Ireland. As long as the Legiflatuie of this 
Countiy thought it advifeable to lutFei that tiade to beexclu- 
^velyengrofled by the Company, Ireland had no liettcr right 
to complain of the exclufion, than one of our own oii»-ports, 
or even an individual merchant. Still, though he did not lee 
eithei the pra£ficabihty or the expediency ol toiiceding to 
Ireland a pirt of our 1 aft-lndii tiade, he thought it was ht 
that certain legulations afFe< 5 ling tliat counfiy Ihould be re¬ 
laxed, in order to open a door for li eland to proportional ad¬ 
vantages, from which, by theie leguIations, 11 le has been ex¬ 
cluded. J hus he would have the FLafi-lndia Company iiiv- 
powered to take in Inch pirt of thou outwaid-bound cargo 

they might find convenient in the ports of Ireland, and 
alfo to impoit duc£tly from the Eaft Indies luch part of the 
produce of that country as tliey might think proper. 

He then rccapituiatul wlat heliad already laid before the 
Houfe, enumerating tlie lev( ra! ohie£lions which had been 
taken to that pai t of his pi in that related to the colony trade, 
together with the fevcial refolutions he meant to propofe, in 
ordei to overturn fuch objedtion®, and then calling the rccol- 
Jeftion of the Houfe to the period when the principal part of 
the commercial conceffions were made to Ireland, he defired 
them to lecolledl the fe’-ious alarm which the demands of that 
kingdom at tiiat time gave rife to, and to confider whethei 
thole alaims had not been found futile and groundlefs, though 
at firft taken up as loudly, and extending as widely as the 
prefent. ^Vhether having experienced how beneficial our 
bounty had aheady been to that country, at the fame time 
that It had been of no prejudice to this, they ought to ftop 
ftiort now, at a time when lo very little more would accora- 
plifli the whole, and when that little was necelTary to give 
and operation to what had been done already, ihould 

the 
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the Houfe, after having given up the power to controul and 
iegiflate for Ireland, alio rehntjuifti the dtlire to oblige and 
gratify her. But he expecled, tint if anv oppofitioii were 
to be made to this mciline, it iniglii not come fioin a quar¬ 
ter which had alreatly given lo much, as to lendci the re¬ 
mainder not worth withholdnig, or it it weie, not pofhhlc to 
be withheld. Abovt all, he hoped, that they wouUl not op- 
pofe him on futh grounds, as they inuft expole then own 
former airangements to a great degiee ot cenhue, < *- 
volve, in their dilapprobation ot the pielent ine.ili r<, a c«'n- 
demnation of thole which they ihemklves ha<l alu t b >i 
the authors of. What he meant to illude lo, w^^ the 
tion, that as a confidciable part of his plan w is m 
depend on an adjuftment ot duties, drawbacks, aii'’ b m , 
that ad]uflment was liable to fo many eriois, is to k df t 
extremely uncertain and dangerous to place any depei Ur 
on the accuracy with vihich it could be done. 10 the u <1 
place, he flattered himfelf there was no peilon would iji.o 
upon himfelf to fay that luch an adjnflment was ab<olutc’y 
impra( 5 tical>le, nor, for his own pur, did he tljiink itC'Cii in 
any gieat degree difficult, but whcthei it was difflcu’t, or 
whether it was iinpraiJdicable, it was a part ot flit fyllem on 
which the noble Lord in the blue iddiind hid tounded his 
former anangement of that portion ot the colony iiade 
which in hisadminiflration had been given t > Inland. Thit 
conceffion had been made ii]»on the fame pimcipk as the pre- 
fent, that ot equalization httwetn tin two coimnics, nor 
could he fee any rcafou why luch an eqinh/ation conld be 
lels carried into cfFe£i upon the piekiit than on the former 
occafton. 

buch, he faid, were the outlines of the firfl: part of lus 
fyftem, and which, accompanud by the neceilhi) fafcguauls 
and regulations, he wiflied the Houfe to adopt. VVe had 
hitherto bound, he ooferved, the friend vve ought to clieiilh ; 
we had tieated as an alien, mfteid ot caieffing as a puttier : 
but, by a fyftem thus comprehenfis c, unambiguous and com¬ 
plete, we ftould remove the effect of formei piemdice.j and 
entitle ourfelves not only to the zealous contributions of a 
geneious fifter, but, what veas muth more, her gratitude. 

'1 hat goods now prohibited, or fubtedted to duties amount¬ 
ing to a prohibition, ftiould be admitted hereafter into each 
kingdom, under a duty merely fuffxcient to counlervail the 
internal excife, foimed the outline of tlie fecond pai t of the 
fyftem. As other bounties which might defeat its end were 





PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785, 

by a particular mention excluded, this muft be looked on as 
a conciliatory fyftein, which would tend to difFufe, and there¬ 
by to increafe the wealth of both nations# To one effedl only 
of this regulation, an exception had been made; and an 
alarm had been fpread in the northern part of this kingdom, 
as if the removal of the prohibition which now exifted with 
relpeiSl to corn and gram would be highly injurious to the 
agriculture of Scotland this dread, however, it was his in¬ 
tention to remove, by excepting corn, meal, &c. from the 
eftciffs of this regulation. Beer, alfo, exported to Ireland 
being ilready fubjedt to a high duty, to countervail the in- 
tf nidi impofition on that article in Ireland would form ano- 
tiici exception. 

He then went through the different propofitions as they 
had been fubmitted to the Infh Pailiament, making com¬ 
ments and alterations as he proceeded; after which he re¬ 
in irked, that of the numeious petitions which had been pre- 
fented to the Houl'f, the objedlions of the greater pait were 
perfeiSlIy wide of wlat might be expelled from any who had 
gi\en a proper attention to the fubje 61 :. *1 hey had fpoken of 
libtrtics now given, and of pri\ileges unknown before, they 
dwelt on the nvalfhip that mull take place between this 
country and Irehnd m eveiy foreign market, but they feem- 
cd not to know that thele liberties, and this rivallhip, fub- 
hfled by the laws already in exiftence. Every inconvenience 
that had bten Hated flowed from the fyllem that was now 
cllablifhed, b\>t went not to criminate that which was now 
about to be formed He hau been, alfo, arraigned of arro¬ 
gance and lelf-fufficiency in the profecution of this bufinefs; 
but It was not in words fuch as thefe to deter him from the 
pi ok cut ion of his duty, to drive him to little, tempoiizing 
expedients, fuch as the facnficc of a polLoffice* or a court of 
admiialty. He was not, he faid, one of thofe who thought 
th it if a feflioii were pafled without any thing material being 
done, ’t was a ciicumftance of pleafure and fekf-congratula- 
tion. It was his wifh to place the arrangements between the 
two kingdoms on a bafis the moft firm, and in the purluit of 
an end lo defii able, he would not be deterred by clamour or 
mikeprelentation. 

riie right honourable gentleman then went into that part 
of the queftion which related to the apprehenfions of certain^ 
perfoiis, of being underfold, by the import of the manufac¬ 
tures of Ireland, m our own markets; and here he went into 
a very wide field of .argument on the diiierent topics which 
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had been introduced to fupport that opinion. He combated 
the do6lune, that Ireland trom the cheapnefs of labour mull 
neceffarily be able to undeiiel tlie Englifli manufaiflnrer. 
Was It, he afked, becaule ih it the rudell Ipecies of labour 
was fomevihat more cheap ui Ireland than in England, that 
the former therefore hid the adviiu ige of the hrter ? No * 
He laid It did not depend on that loit of v^olk which was* re¬ 
quired for the moll lougli and aide occupations of agticul- 
ture, whether a nation was to flourifh in manufadture or 
not; it was a habit of mdufiry and ingenuity which were to 
effe^ it. He drew a diftindlion between the meaning ot the 
words wages and labour, oblerving, that i man’s wages might 
be extremely low, and yet the price of his labour very dear, 
provided that he did but a (mail quantity of Avork. He in- 
ftanced in the example of an Englifliman and an Iiiftiman, 
that perhaps the latter, though receiving but five fliillings 
per week, might really he a dearer woikman to his employer 
than the toimer at eight fliilhngs, provided the one worked 
harder, and the other was idle. He laid alio, that befides 
the different degrees of the induAiy of the two nation'*, he 
was w'ell informed, and lufficiently convinced^ that the rate 
of wages, as w^ell as of labour, wa^ gieater m 11eland than 
m England, many blanch of rnanufa< 5 Iurc which required 
execution and ingenuity, inftancing a gentleman, wliom he 
deicrihed to be the firft and the pnncipal peifon m tlie cotton - 
bufinels in Ireland, [Maior Biookt] who was leveial times 
111 danger of lofing his life, bccaufe he rclufed to allow his 
workmen a greater price than they had at Mauchcftcr. He 
could not help obfcrving, that the fears and appitlienfions of 
the manufadbirers weie extremely far fetched and ill found¬ 
ed, nor did it appear to him that there were luch giounds 
for them as ought to weigh with any icaloiuilile man. They 
had declaied themfehes to be under gieat anxiety and nneafi- 
nefs, left the InA», in confequence of this irrangenient, 
fhould be able to draw over all tlieir w'oikmen, all their 
trade, and all their capitals, and be ihle to underfcl them 
in their own markets by at leaft 13I. pei cent. Now he de¬ 
filed the Committee to attend to that Angle fubjedl. The 
Irifh cotton trade was to be imported into England, accord¬ 
ing to this plan, at lol. and a half per cent, duty, and yet. 

It was faid, they were to undtrfel the Englifli manufa6fuiei 
13I. per cent, Thefe two fums amounted to 23I. and a half 
per cent. Befides this, England had hitherto n^orted into 
Ireland at a duty of lol. and a half per cent. This, there- 
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fore, added to the otlier two fums, would amount to 
per cent.; at which diladvantage, therefore, it the manufac* 
turers who had llated this dtgiec of danger to the Houfe dc- 
ferved any degiee of credit, they had been hitherto dealing 
in [reland, and almoft ex.cluiively engrofled that market, and 
increaful md tlovuifhed to an extent hardly to be equalled by 
any othei biuiich of ti ide known, a thuig pertedtly beyond 
the reacli of belief, and even unwoithy ot a fingle fenoua 
thought. In another branch of manutadlure, he laid, there 
was The lame loit of exaggerated danger reprefented to the 
Houie by a perlon who had given a very long and copious 
teftiinony it the hai, and that in tlic mofl collcdfed and de- 
libeiate minner that it was poflible for any man to do; (here 
he alluded to Mr. Wedgwood, the catthen-ware manufadlu* 
rer, who gave his teftiinony m writing to the clerk, in order 
to le-’d It to the Houle) and yet from this gentleman the 
Houle could learn nothing more thin that of his having 
wifticd to engiols every market to which he had ever thought 
of fending his wares, and, by the by, he did not welLknovr 
how to lend them to Ireland loi feai of damage, by breaking 
and othei lolKs, yet lie was now determined, at all hazaids, 
and at all nlks of credibility and conhftency, to run into 
every extieme thit the prclent prevalent agitation of men’s 
minds could prompt them to, in order to find nothing in 
thole propofitions hut ceitain deft ruction to him and his ma- 
facfluie if they fhould pal's into a law. He inoft earneftly in*- 
treaiul the Houfe not to luftei thcmfelves to be carried away 
With the idea that a poor country, merely becaufe ftie en¬ 
joyed fome comparative exemption from taxes, was there¬ 
fore able to cope with a rich ind powerful country; the fa£l, 
hr was leady to contend, was by no meins fo on the cen¬ 
tral y, the Imalleft burden on a poorcountiy was to be con- 
fidered when compared with thole of a nch one, by no means 
in a propoition to tlieir levelal abilities; foi if oie country 
exceeded another in wealth, population, and eftablilhed coni- 
irterce, in a proportion of two to one, he w^as nearly con¬ 
vinced that that country would be able to bear near ten limes 
the burdens that the othei would be equal to. Tins argu¬ 
ment he applied toOicat Britain and Ii eland, and illuftiated 
It with an example from England and Scotland. 1 here 
Was no gentirm in, he believed, would contend, that the 
taxes which Scoil md paid, when compared with thofe of 
England, bore any proportion to their mutual and relative 
fll$iirces of wealth and power; and yet he believed, that 

although 
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Although every man muft admit, that theeonne< 5 ^ion betwteen 
them had been produdiive of gieat and ujaiiifeft advantage 
to both, yet there weie few would hefitate to lay, that one 
country has been more benefited by it than the other, and 
that the event of that confolidation of mteieft winch took 
place between the two Bntilh kingdoms, had been fuch a$ 
ought not to make England aveile from a rdpetiuon of the 
experiment 

The right honourable gentleman now proceeded to open 
that part of the plan which w^as entirf»ly and exclufively fa¬ 
vourable to this country, and which was to be the gratuity 
given by Ireland for whatever benefit flie was to derive from 
the arrangement; and the coinpeiifation to England for any 
advantage Ihe niight give up. It happened, he laid, that as 
this compenfation boie an exa 61 : pioportion to the advan¬ 
tages to be gained by Ireland, fo was it of necefiary tonfe- 
quence exa£Hy to coinmenlurate to the effe£l: of the concef- 
fions made by England, while at the lame time that it thus 
balanced the favour conferred ^and received, it over and 
above fecured an additional advantage to epch party, by con- 
fiderably promoting the collet^ivc lliength, profperity, and 
fplendorof the empire at hige. This compenlation was th« 
furplus of the her'^ditary icvenuc of Ireland, after dedudimg 
654,0001. for the fupport of hti owmi cftahliftiments, to be 
applied to the naval defence of the tiade and commerce of 
each kingdom. In oidcr to fiiew the Houfe how certainly 
this compenfation would bear a pioportion to the benefit 
which lieland was to leap from the rev^ iriangemeuts, he 
would ftate what the hereditary revenue was. It confiffed 
of certain duties by ciifioin on almofi eveiy fpecies of goods 
imported, an excile upon fome articles of the moll geneial 
confumption; and a houfe tax le\ird accoiding to the num- 
bci of hearths in each. The Committee would fee from 
hence, that this hereditary revenue would neccfiaiily in- 
creafe as foon as the new irrangcment began to have effeiSf ; 
and m exaif propoition to that efteit, evei y article of which 
It was compofed bemg fo clofely connected w'lth commerce, 
wealth, and population. It w is his idea, that t le fupply, 
whatever it might be, lliould be taken in provifions and 
ftores, a mode which would be produ< 5 live of equal benefit to 
tioth nations. 

He had, he faid, on a future day, fome remarks to make as 
to tile regulation of patents, and the lecuring of copy right 
to their TefpciSfive pofifeffors. At prefent, however, heooR- 
VoL. XVm. M ra tented 
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tented himfelf with apologi/.mg to the Committee, for the 
length to vkhich he had been unavoicLibly led by a fubjeft 
fo complicated ami extended. He concluded with moving 
the gene1.1l relolutions. 

Having proceeded to this point, Mr. Pitt addiefled the 
Houfc in a moll e.irneil niuuiei, iiitieating them to conli- 
der and rtfle(Sl*how inomontou' the objeiSt befoie tliem was; 
tint It tended to conciliate .i difhiciice between this mdour 
lifter kingdom, which tho i^;h now conhned to lecret re¬ 
pining s, to dilguft'!, to jeiloulies, and a wai of inttrclH 
and ot pafhons, m glit peilnps m time, piontd to a Irngtli 
"whicli he ftiuddMvd to tlhiik ol, .end could not vcntuie to 
rxprcls th It It tendt d to enrich one part oi th^ i.nipire with¬ 
out impo.eiiftiing tlicothtr, while it gave llungth to both; 
that, like meicv, the favoimte attiibute of heaven— 

It wis twict bltP, 

“ Jt b'clKd him *h t and him tlut took ” 

That aftir the feveu t d minis under which this countrv 
lud 10 long labouied, that' iftcr th^ heavy iols which ihc 
hid Jl lined, from tl/ i i ( nt divdion ot ht i dominion, 
tb< rr ought to bo no oh|^i,‘l: moif mipielhve on the tctling5 
ot the Houle, th.m to endtavom to pitltrve fiom tat the r 
dilmeiiil)<^rmfnt ami diminution, to unite and to tonncv^ 
what yet If iininid of our lodiiced and ftiittirul empn , ot 
which Cjieat iJiitain and licland w^ie now i1k only conh- 
tl'iable mcmhu’is, in tb inatiul bond of ailciSlion, of mutuvl 
kindnels, ai 1 ot lecipiontv ut ml refts. He calkd upon 
tluife gentlemen who lud onjovej a ftian at diiUi lit 
jieriods in the govirnnant ot ficl lul, to ilcdan, vvbe- 
ttliei the tim.. w is not now pid when tempoi iiy expedi¬ 
ents, whin kiiitives, calculated meiely lor the puipole ot 
deadenmg the immediate feiile ot pain, wiihout ivui ap¬ 
proaching tlic feat of the Jillcraper, could be adm nifleied 
with lately ? ^^hethe^ they could file nee the demands which 
the Irifti with a loud united voice were at this moment 
fiioking, on the juftice, the wildom, and the humanity of 
tlie nation ^ 

Ml. Pitt made an apology tor having fo long tioublcd the 
Houfe upon a iuhje<ft ou which they had now been already 
for fuch JL length of tune engaged; declaring, that among all 
the objects of his political life, this was, m his opinion, the 
luoft imixjrtant he had ever engaged m; ‘nor did he imagine' 
ftiould ever meet another that would call forth all hi« 
s ’ piftihc-* 
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public frehngs, and roufc eveiy exertion of his heart, m fo 
foicible a manner as the piefent had clone. A quelVion, in 
•which he vciily believed was invohed every profpeft that 
Ihll remained to thii> countiy of again lifting up hei head 
to that ht-ighth and eminence which ihe once pofleiTed 
amongft nations; aiulofgiMiig to her comiijeice, her pub¬ 
lic credit, and her reloinces^ tint Ipnng and vivacitv, which 
Hic felt at the contlufion ot the wii belore,lait, which weie 
now fo obviouflv uturning, and whicli, he trufted, flic 
would never he lound to want, as Jong as lihcrahty, public , 

Jpint, and dilinttreflcdnels, held then place in that Houfe. 

He concluded with moving the firft propofition. 

Loid Ko)i/} loJe ii> Ic'on as the C'hancellor of the Exche-LotdNoi<)i. 
qiiei fat down, and faid, the light hoiiouiable gentleman 
had introduced lo many new rtlolutioiis, and fo materially 
changed the face ot the propolitions, that lu would fuhmit it 
to the cindour of the light lioiiouriblc gentlem in, whether 
It would not he propel to ad)ouin the deb itc, and caoie the 
new lefolutions to Iv printed toi the ulc of the memlKis, m 
order that gentlemen might have an oppoiiunity ot iiading 
them W'lth attention, ot confldeiing then imjioit, and making 
themltlvf s maftersot then tendenc v» h^toie they were called 
upon to dicidc upon quefljons ot fiich infinite importante to 
th( two countries, and about which they could as yet h< lo 
little informed, in confec|Utnce of the vny gieat alterations 
jufl. mtioduced by tlie light honourahli. gentleman, 'llun' 
would ht fomething, his liOidJhip Ia*d, lo extiimely inde¬ 
cent m pi tffing the Houle of a liiddui, to i dccilion ot the 
hading queflion, that wouH pledge them to \<)tt foi all the 
refl ot the propofitions htfo*c they wi le appiiled of the tiue 
meaning of alniofl any out ot tlu m, that ht could not toi a 
monu lit tuppolc the light hoiioui ihlt gentU man li id anv id^a 
of uiging the Conimittiv. to i \ou upon the qiuftion lufoie 
they paitul, efpeciallv conlidiring the veiy late houi of the* 
night at which the rigJit honouiahle gt iitleman had liimlelf 
made the motion, i'oi his part, his Loidflnp laid, ho was* 
utterly incapable of deciding upon the new lefoliitions which 
the light honourable gentleman had re id m the couilt of his 
ipeech, 01 of entering into a dtfculhon ot tlicii raciits; he 
was not lufficiently mtormed of tlun piiticuhr turn and 
tendency, to attempt either; all he could do, wa**, to fav, 
that on the lirll Idufli of thim, they appeared to him to he 
aim ndmciits for the better, iinfmucli asthev matcinlly con- , 
tiad’tM *md corniced the Ipint and pinuiple of the Ifiili 

IVI m i propofitiom^ 
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propofitions, which, as they had been originally introduced, 
appeared to lum to be in the higheft degree objedionable, 
impolrtrc, andunwife; and which, though as fai as he had 
be<m able to dilcovrr, from having heard the refolutions read 
once, (and he had hllened to the right honouiable gentleman 
with the utmoll attention) were yet far from being entirely 
cured of affording ftrong grounds for objeftion, greatly 
amended as he wa,s roxdy to confcls they wcie, by the new re¬ 
folutions For thefe rralons, his Lordlhip faid, he lliould 
» not attempt to aigue the gianJ lubj that day, but fhould 
merely confine what he had to lay, to take notice of a few of 
the many tilings <jf a pt rfonal nature, winch the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had thought pioper t) lay of him, and of 
thofe vho fit neir him. I he right honouiable gintleman, 
he obltived, larely rofe u ithout ittacking him, a?"d treating 
him with a dcgiee of marked conicmpt, to both ol which he 
was moft heartily vrclcome, but lie would jull roinnd the 
right honourable guitleman, tint it lornewhat difcieditcd Ins 
argument upon any quellion, and dilciedited the tjuellion it- 
ielt, for the mover of it r ithi r to content himlelf with ende i* 
vouiing to iccommend it to the I foule liy an alnife of whit 
ptheis had done on the laini luhiert, than to h 11 : it on its own 
meiits. '1 he i ight honourable gentleman undoubtedly felt a 
pleafuicin alvifing him, and theieforeit lliewed his ingenuity 
to fix upon Inch lubjeiSls to brn.g forwaid, as would lerve 
him to gratify Ins favourite piopcnlity, though they would 
not ifiotd much grc'und for found ’ealonmg in their fupport, 
or be ir any gn at dt giee of comphmcnt. IT n ing made thele 
iionical lemaiks on the Cluncillor of the h xchoquer’s con- 
dudf, LordNoith proceeded to i jullification of lumfelf from 
Mr. Pitt’s attaik, and Iiv a lefuencc to fadfs fliewed, that 
^vh it he hul ^^lantid to Irel.nnl, when he had the honour of 
being fill! Loid of the lieifuiv, had not bfeii what the 
light honouMtik* gcntkman hid llat<>d, nor anv thing like 
w h it tile 1 ight lionom.dile gentleman now propoled to grant, 
fiiit meiely aught tocxpoit aiid impoittoandfiom the Weft 
Indies, und. r Cl uainciitumftirices of cirrumfciiption, fife- 
ty, and leennty to th( commciclal lights of this country. So 
far was he, his Lordlhip laid, fiom having been at any time 
willing to go the lerigih of 1 ici ific mg the commercial inWefts 
of (ireat hntain to litiand, that he had uniformly oppofed 
fucli an idea, on every occafion, when the fubjedf had come 
under cortfideration; and imprefled with this fentiment, it 
was, that he had that day come down to the Houfe deter¬ 
mined 
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mined to y'ote againU the propofition«> whieh Jhe eertsdnly 
ihou]d have done, had they ftood in their original form. His 
Lordfhip next entered into an inveitigation of the circum- 
Aances alluded to by a pamphleteer, who had, he faid, been' 
inftruiSled to abufe him % and whofe arguments and ftile fo* 
nearly correlponded with thofe of the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, thataftianger would have thought the pamphleteer, 
and the right honourable gentleman, were one and the fame 
perfon. He contended, that it was unfair for any man to 
conlider the report of a Ipeech in Parliament given in a iiewf- 
paper, as a lufficient authority to urge it againft him, as a 
proof of his argument or his declarations. It fo happened, 
however, that the Ipeech in queltion, given as it was, did not 
furnilh ground lufficient to mike out the pamphleteer’s rea- 
fomng, or to prove that he had ever been an advocate for a 
furrendcr of the commerce of Cireat Britain to Ireland. His 
Lordfliip read jome extracts fiom rhefpcech, as cited m the 
pamphlet, which fully corroboiated his realornng He re¬ 
capitulated alfo the whole ot the tranladtions on the fubiecfof 
the ceffions that had been made to Ireland while he was in 
office, Ihewing that they had originateJ in ah addiels or the 
Irifh Parlument pleading tlieir poveity and tlilhefs, that 
when the ceffions were mada, the Parliament of Iiehnd voted 
adtlrefles of thanks exprelfing their grititude foi what had 
been granted them m the warmell terms, declaring them- 
felves peife£tly latisfied w.ith it, and praifing the goodnefs of 
His IVIajelly, and the wildom of Councils, for having 
done them lo efTential a fetvice. Ills Lordfliip lead extraiSls 
from all thefe vaiious documents as he proceeded, which went 
to confirm the whole of Ins ftatement. He afterwards en¬ 
tered into lome arguments relative to the paiticularelfev5l that 
paffing the propofitions would have upon oui diflerent manu- 
fadtuies, and efpecially on the maiiufarSIure of iron, one of 
the inofl: importa it we liad. He at length concluded with 
paying a handfome compliment to Ireland, piofeffing great 
good-wdl towards that country, and repeating what he had 
faid at the beginning of his ipeech, relative to an immediate 
adjournment, declaring his expe 61 ation, that from motives of 
candour and decency, the right honouiable gentleman would 
accede to fuch a motion. 

* A Defence of the Irifh Propofitions. It was faid to he written by 
Mr Rofe, and was always mentioned by the name of the Treafury 
Pamphlet, 

Mr. 
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Mr» Foxaddreifed himfelf to the chair, in fubftanceas fbl* 
lows! 

Mr. Gilbert, though 1 now rife to fubmit my fentinienta 
on the pielent impoicant lubje^l, yet 1 beg it may be under- 
ilood by the Committee, that I mall cheaifully give way to 
any gentleman on the other fide, who may be authoriled 
to cleclaie, it is not meant to prefs us to a vote this night. 1 
do not conceive it poflible indeed, that anjr ohje^Slion can be 
made to the motion of my noble friend, 1 lie vaft variety of 
matter peife^lly new, as well as the numerous alterations ot 
that which we liul previoufly befoieus, demanding the mofl 
minute and accurate difcufllon, furely the right honourable 
geiitlcm ill v/ill not force the Committee, at an hour fo 
mile iloiiable, to come to a decifion upon lo difficult and fo 
perplext d a fuhjeft I have pauful, Sir, to give an oppor- 
tunUy for diicovcung, if fuch be the intention ot gentlemen 
hut i now find, from then continued filcnce, it is evident 
they uic dftei mined, at all events, to precipitate the Com¬ 
mittee la tin, cxtraoidinary and unpaiallelled decifion I 
mu^f, iherefoie, mtreat a more than ufuil indulgence fiom 
the Committee, if, compelled as I find myfelf to enter into 
thi„ impoitant difcuflion, I fliall, even at fo late an hour, 
intrude for a coniulei ible length of time on their patience. 
The Commititc will iccollcft, that m addition to the eleven 
oiiginal proptdUioiis, no lefs than fi\teen new ones are now 
foi the liu* time fuhmitttd to Parliament, fo that at one 
o’clock m the morning, 1 have to enter into the difcuflion of 
no Ids than twenty-ltven of the rnoft important and complex 
piopofitions tint ever were the lab]t£t of piilianieiitary de¬ 
bate. ]Soi la this t!ie whole of the difficulty the lixteen 
lupplemental piopofitions are not confined to verbal explana- 
tioiia, or 10 meie literal amendments of the former ; on the 
coiiti.iiy, they direiflly change the whole tenoi, and abfo- 
lutciy fubveu the main principle of the original fyftem, upon 
which tho iighthonouiable gentleman declared it to be his 
fixed mtentjon to pioceed , fo that ip tiuth they are altoge¬ 
ther as uuexpc.£led, as tiiey obvioufly aie new and contra- 
diiSlory. Surely, theiefore, under circumflances fo very no¬ 
vel and emnairailing, I may with lefs prcfuniption mtreat the 
Committee to forgive tliat uinvoulible mtrufion on their 
tune, which mult be the copfequenre of compelling us to 
come to a vole on fo inteidlmg and fo complicated a fubpiSt, 
bdoie it IS ftarccly poflible f(t gentlemen to foim even any 

g eneral ideas on the whole of the lubjea, as it is now mQ- 
ellcd. 

£ut 
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But firft with refn to this extraordiniry fvfietn, moft 
undoubtedly th-" <'IaiDi of merit id being tin author of it, can 
admit of no tjueA'f'>. M\ n MeftiMul b.is wavtd all polh- 
ble preteiifions !•> it , b ' nr-r, ] am furc, moie cheaitully 
than I concur with b », m declan iq; it 'o be the lole jnd en¬ 
tire poflllfion of tl t ii;. t ho loui lb <. gc-otlf mri who has of¬ 
ficially produced it. Witii liii 1 l( t pw»\i( credit of It re- 
fide, undilputcd and unenv —i.cind tj . bo contends wnh 
him for Its honoius, muii he i..fiigiied by unjuftifi ible 
motives. For lurely ntvei uid there appe.ai a work more 
compleatly, moreind viii'i’y th'^folcand genuine compolitioii 
ofitsauthoi, than th^ prilent lyfiem evidently demonftrates 
itfelf to be exclufively the work ot the light horouiablt. g^n- 
tlemaiu Nonecellity can bi dlidged to have given life to it, 
for It flows from the mete will oi the propolei. No urgent, 
no prefling calamity bore a 111 iie in its intioduftion It is 
the offspring of peace and domtftic tianquilJity. Surely, 
therefore, it would he falfe and injuiious to alledge, that the 
people of Ireland had toiccd tlie Ihitilh Mnnfler into a tame 
funender of the manufarfluies and commerce qf oui coinitrv, 
'lliefaft !«! direftly the reverie J lie Bntifii Minifler has 
proffered this lurreiulcr tioin his own mere motion, his own 
found will, and his own unbialltd |udgeinent. Unqueflion- 
ably, therefoie, he, ami he only, is cleaily entitled to reap 
9 nd to enjoy all the mci its and all the honours of d fyfteni ia 
coriipletely and lo peifoully his own. 

Perhaps indeed, fiom the examples which tlie light honour¬ 
able gentleman has fo inijmntly afforded us of a wondctful 
perfeverance in the defence of his own oinnions, and at the 
fame time as complete an adoption of the amendments which 
we fuggeft, and he h.mfilt lii! ipproves, we ouglit not to be 
very much aftoniflied •'t any iievv and fiuUNn appe.iriiice that 
hisprefeiit fyHem may have aliiurud , hut 1 conii js, however, 
It was with"confide able affomlhinent that [ hcird the rijic 
honourable gcnllemm Ihte his new proj)ofitions 1 or tlicfe, 
Sir, are at once, direflly, totally, and vitally in contradic- 
lion to-the whole t'f tliat lyjtt in on which he let out, and from 
which, if we had trufled merely to hisown loleinn declara¬ 
tions, we muff; have believed it inioofriblc that he could de¬ 
viate in the minutefl degree—In fa^ mg this, the Committee 
muff be fenfible that I fpcak mcicly fiom the impnflion 
which tlie refolutions have made on my muni as they were 
curfonly read over and explained by the light honourable 
gentleman. I have not had time, and theComraituc ate not 
tjpbe permitted to have time, to read and weigh tliele proppfi- 

tions 
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tk>ti$ before ihey determine upon their merits—But fuch is 
the imprefliotit winch, on the firil blufli, they have made upon 
sny mind 

1 have all along underftood, that the bads of the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman’s ot’ginal fvftem was reciprocity in cor- 
rerpondent duties, and lecipiocity in the prohibition of the 
export of raw materials Nowthefe principles, in my mmd, 
the right honounble gentleman has completely abandoned m 
his new propohtions, tor particulaily in the article of beer, 
an exception js ma«lc to the reciprocity in correfpondent du¬ 
ties, and, in the levciith lefolution, a change is made with 
refpeiSl to piohihitions The right honourable gentleman 
has, therefoie, retracted and lecantod his original ptinciples , 
he has abandoned the ground on which he fet out, and on 
yvhich he fo fiequcn’^ly pledged himlelf that the whole of his 
propofitions fhould ftand or fall. He has abandoned the rc- 
cipiocity in corrciponclent duties ; he has abandoned the re¬ 
ciprocal piohibition of law mateiials. In thele inftances, 
which if they arefaid to be trifling in themfelves, are not tri¬ 
fles when confidered as d’partuies from principle, he has 
abandoned his ground, nnd by doing this, he opens a new 
fyflem, and comes forward with a fet of propofitions, fo far 
forth diametrically oppofite to, and fundamentally difllrent 
fiom, that lyflem which he himfelf has mofi: repeatedly af- 
fured us could not poflibly admit of the ilighiefl: change, 
and was, indeed, to be wholly inMolable. 

The Tight honourable gentleman leprobates the charge 
which has been imputed to him, of lafhneis in the original 
propofitions. Waythere ever a charge made with more truth, 
or demonftiated with more clearnefs ^ Has not the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman’s conclufk on this dav given the moll un¬ 
equivocal teflimony to the original rai^niefs of his fyftem ? 
What can be a more decifive pi oof of original ralhneis, than 
fubit qiieiit rerradtion ? Hie right honouiahle gentleman 
brings forw.ird a let of lefolutions, as thebafis of a lyflem for 
the mtercourle between the two countries he pledges the 
government of this kingdom for the literal eftablifliment of 
his lyflem; he proudly refills inquiiy, and Icorns delibeia- 
tion, but, when circumftames arile which he has not ability 
Co overcome, and time, n Ipite of his oppofition, is procured 
for inquiry and difcuffion, ho is conflrained to acknowledge 
the errors of his fiift opinions, and he comes forward with a 
let of propofitions diredly tlie reverie of the former. J If this 
4oe$ not exhibit the rafhnels of the right honourable gentle- 
Auta M fioiours more warm and dviable than any with which 

v>e 
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we 0T1 this fide the Houfe were able to cliaradteiife his con* 
duiSk, 1 fubmit to the Committee and the Public The rafh- 
nels < f the nght honourahlegmthman, is proved by the right 
honourable gentleman liimleT, and it is finguInW liiiking— 
that by the whole oi his beh iViour—the of opjj d ly is 

to be proved by the rallinefs of anothei lit now 1 nogb for- 
wird to the Committee a let of piopofitioas dneiTly coiura- 
diC’ory to thole on v«'liich ht. firfl piottuled, rind luving 
thus binifelf dtmonllnred tlco 1 cl bis own comhikLI in 

tht 111 ft mliancc, he btcomc> en iniouud of tins (-oan'<l 
nels, and yet moft iihei ulv dc er mii' ^ that we alto Ill’ll be 
admitted to a full partiopTtion ol it, by a ralh, pieinacnie 
adoption of t!i' le his I di ft notions , which. In w'cvci, may'^ ■’s 
ludiienly and as confilicii'-l, be tbiiulomd is the former So 
Iiolii’e IS lie to delibei.ilion, fuch an ivowed eni inv to v-verv 
tiling that looks like in«iU)iy iiul ufKiSfion, that even on tins 
day whin he is lufftniiL, tti,, ih.n’K ol iallin< i , hu ta’!> upon 
ns to be rafh. T hougli lOj pn ; ofitions hne i>e n but once 
cu'-lonly read over, inn m that n atlii g r nd> Ihftt'd .nid let 
olf with all the nftre ot his el'^quci'cc,—iliO”gh thf y aie per- 
ft£lly new,—'’iid iiti o"gh b has not Inhmii’^ed ll’ciii to tiie 
Coinniif^ee lib altei n ulnight, h,„ d^iinui ftiil compv IIs eis 
to come to a vote Oii t u m i he decency of lI n coia'ud I 
will not inhft upon ; hut thi s onven, tlua' I '’■nd to i d \i- 
fio'i, I mob, howcvei un'Miii.ig to g've a hut, I’cgitive, 
\wtedire^»^ly a aiiifl Inspropolnioos, as conceiving t’’ n> lo lie 
at the be ft iinnccifl'nv moft probibly is p rmt OcO, In t nn- 
douhtedly lo produdbve ol an entire clung' an \ frvoluti'/ii in 
our corniin icial lyJh m, as to involve a Irien of cf ni'-qn 
againft which the vviii ll anU heft clin uTi is ol tins coni.riy 
migh* delpair of p’-ovuling any uUqune Ic^uiitv 

Put, Sir, I mull congiatulaic the Comiimi e — f miift: 
congratulate my countty on the h-ppy elc ip,.‘ wlndi nehave 
m "de from the fyftcm propoftd bv tli nght liorn ur,ih!^ 
tUmin hut two months liiice * 1 hat lyfiem, tlie run of 

which has been thisday lo ■’hly demonJlrated, \;jsthen wirhiii 
four and twentv hours of king i_aintd thiougli tl ,s Hou'‘% to 
winch, when we look h’ck on all the circmi 1 rues of tho 
cale, vve muft indred rtjoice in out fort 'naie eh,, v The 
firft propofitions, when they weu origin dly op iv d m tins 
Houle, were pionouncfd to he fo j'nie and bcncfirul-—fo 
clearly and demonfirab’v peife£f, that not a moment was to 
be w ifled in the vain difculbon of tpew mems. 1 lie nght 
honourable gentle.mirt, theiefoie, inveighed agaiiift the 
firartge uncandid opp( fit>on v Inch was made to thole his firfl 
VoL, XVlll. Xn piopoiuio.is, 
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propofinons. He attr biited the opinions of this fide of the 
Houle to mere tj£lion and diiappomtment he cilied our fo- 
lemn appea's to the legiflature and to the nation, ilhbtj.il ar¬ 
tifices to excite unneccflary clamour he gave a haughty de¬ 
fiance to the nianufa£lurers and merchanrs, to exhibit any 
realonable argument againfl a iyilem fo itpletc vvitli e\try 
benehciai cc'nhqiience to tlitmie kts , and ht tiii'eiphei in 
the circnnifi incc, th >t for ft me clays not a fingle petition was 
brought to the Hiiule frian any i>ait oi thtcoiiuiy againfi 
thole propnhtions, aftirvvauls, indeed, he vns forced to 
abate fiom this luumph , he tound no want of petinous, nor 
of argument, hut hio language was fill! lofty, anil Ins nnnd 
implacable His fvllem w is loli pti'ot to the pctuiinct and 
fatiftion of thok v\ho opnoftd it, rhat he deelaitd his le- 
folution of carrying it into a 1 tw, even tcMhe letter of tl e 
Specific tfcfohUions Convinced, In'wcvcr, as w'c always 
weic that thek rcloliiticms wcie fruight w.th injury and 
rum to the manufa^hius ind eotnmcne o' »his antrv, we 
\^nrr»pil—weconiund ll e Hou'e to cUIiIjii itc —to e ill for 
jntonnaLiOii — to ex iiijnie theft, who, firm the ■■ iituii ons, 
weie the moli likth to hue intcllioi ncc. \\l cilJti’ Urihe 

Commilhoni rs of cur on's, a.id t! e v < nninflii j'rjs of t'ciii’, 
tint the H'file miglii It nn from tliein, uhetlvi from the 
opei iiion of thele lelolutions the icvenucsc)l ihe countiy wtie 
not iiilla'uiy expotr to iiilunnoiintable dingeis *1 ht r. dit 
honourihlt gt ntleimn lepiobiicd the pioee ding Ih ik itid, 
tliatwpL.'lhd for the lo Conniiiflio''ei s nurclv togiin time ; 
that our pui nofc was'inbdinus delay, in or ci 10 inlLune the 
Public old fill up fa(?U'US rlunouis. iiut whathijbcuii 
the illae cf 'ail this? Will th, right hoiouiihle gentk- 
Tiian now daie to*att il>ite our condudf to thok unwor hy 
mot.v s? "IheComniiffi luis, vvhofe opinions on the lub- 
jeff lie coiilKUrcd of lo little avdl, hi\e dedaicd by tl e-ir re¬ 
port tlut nuternl aid al nming injury would unavoidably 
arilefion th it relolutionsj fi night, ?s ties concme ihi ni 
tone. With innumer'ihle dingers B’lr llill morr llnurgly 
has the iit>ht honour iMe nen lennn himlelf, on this di , de- 
foribtd, 111 his own 1 e luf tul language, the variety < f luincus 
conlec|uences tl at mull Invt atti nued his original fyitem He 
hiin 1 «lf h.is mumetauxl to the Coinniitt e the brng rnm of 
evils we ha , elc pe-d, bv oppofing his propofitiens—he him- 
felf has einpoaiieall dtlrrihtd the d llrmSlion we ihould have 
im lined hy uuopring li,,^ own exploded Isfieni Let the 
Committee reri'llt 61 the detail of fatal confequenecs thus au¬ 
thoritatively admitted. 

Firfi, 
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Firft, It has been now admitted, that if the original refo- 
lutions had palled, we /hould hive loft for ever the monbpoly 
of the Ealt-lndia trade. It has been admitted, that we could 
no longer luve renewfd the excJufive chirter of the Com¬ 
pany , but tlie filter kingdom, hiving once an equal power 
with ourlelvt^s to tiade 10 Afia, we muft wholly have de¬ 
pended on the will of lit land tor a renewal of the chaiter, by 
which the monopoK could alone have been roa ntained. 

It thele relolunons had patT d into a law, it has equally been 
admitted, we muft have h t/ ittltd all the revenue anfing from 
fpiiituous liquors, no diitinction liaving been made between 
our own and toieign liquors, nor any provifion thought of to 
prove It their adinilhon into this country. 

If tl.ele relolutions h id patfed into a law, we fhould equally 
have lacrificed the whole of the naviga ion laws of this coun¬ 
try. I heir laws, the gieit fourn of our cornmeicial opu¬ 
lence, the pi lire 01 igin of our rr iritinie ftiength, would at 
once have been delivered up in trull to lieland, leaving us for 
ever after totally dependent on her policy, and on her bounty, 
foi the fmuie guardianftiip ol ourdeareft interefts 

It the le refoliitions had palled into a law, we /hould have 
opened the door to a more extenfive ton’raband trade than 
ever yet was known to exift in rhis country , for not 1 Ih^- 
dow of piotedlion was provided agiinft eveiv fpccies of fmug- 
gling, not even the means whieh vve think it neceffiiy to ufe 
in our own trifiBc from port to poit—lhar of requiring 
bonds, cockets, and other inftrumenis, on goods lent coaft- 
wife. 

If thefc refolutions had hcf n carried into a law, we fhould 
have end mg* red ilic lols ol the coloni il inaiket to the luanu- 
taiSlures of Gieat Britain , for no care vv is t ken fo prtv* nt 
Ireland from giving bounties, or allowing diawbacks, on 
goods exported to the colonits, fo that it w'as left in then 
power to give fo decifive an advantage to then own ma- 
iiufadfures, as muft \ujc a(cutamed to them the maiket, 
or, which would have been equally ruinous, have forced us 
to inter into a warfare of bounties, to the extindlion of our 
revenues. 

If thefe refolut'ons had been carried into a law, as ex¬ 
tenfive dangc'smuft have equally been incurred by our colo¬ 
nies , for not a fingle provifion was ftipulated for laving 
permanent high dufes on the produce of foreign colonies im¬ 
ported into Ireland ; fo that, at any future time, Ireland 
might have taken off tht annual high duties, and given ad- 
miliion to llit produce ot foreign colonies, on terms, which 

N n 2 mnft 
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mtift rompleteW hcve ruined our Weft-lndia iflnnds I need 
npr ftate to the Comuiittee a fo uni/eifilly known, as 
that the }»roducc of our colome* i-> deartr than that of the fo¬ 
reign lilands But wx have nev jih. 'e(s prcleritd the home 
markfct, on accou it of the na uial inteicfl which we have m 
them, and undouh'^edh we muff t ont'nue to do fo Irtland 
hai no fuch ohhgatJon on tlse coiui her iiilereft would 
as foicihiv If-ui le i to foieitrn colonies. If thele lelolu- 
tions., tiieKfo't, 1 , t'i. a .1 to a we ftioulu ine'‘iie a- 

blv have I e« 11 ! o.n d t ui pai r rt ih bi»g 110, wheieis lie- 
lantl ^vOi 1 1 b> iK- p I'.t' h \e la rn tonhned to hers If '‘hole 
rel hii'iojis hvl noku a lavv I y* the nionft ous mcon- 
gruirv of iiM’ u bet. n m the powei of liciuid 

tO(l'‘i'V d rkVeiniO trom our rorluirp’^Ton Tl hey had ooly to 
lay an inrern’l dutv n lieiaral, 01 »^he irticb's of oui con- 
fun ion, cqu.d tj the ipteiiial duty that might extll on 
luf u rticl t m this cmniry, and it mufl: have followed, 
th it they ot roi^le would have diiwn the revenue from 
th cwe’Mv ha wis to coiiiame the goods, '1 his afto- 
in^iiiig aiuii 'ifv IS done aw.iy bv the removal of the ' it- 
tei |>iri of ’liu fifth rtlolution, Thus alio, if theie lefo- 
lut ons ban pift d into a lavv% the leather trade mail as cer- 
tap.lv hive b( evi ruined, for though we were bound iri 
al faint tirn'^ to lend oui o.k bark to Irel ir d duty free, Ire¬ 
land was no. brund to prohibit the exportation of raw hides 
to (iie-'t ih n lU, Without wh'ch the irule could not fuhlift. 

Ihcte aiC lOiM ipw of the evils, which conftfledly would 
have tal en pi ic., it tlie 01 guia! rdolutions, which the right 
honoui ihje ^,1 rrle.pan piopobd hut two months ago, had un- 
foitunaieiv paXd in o a Jaw, All thcle menaces, thefe fatal 
conleqaentis ot Ins own nlli fvflem, the right honourable 
geiitleniaii i. i on tins day hiiidi,lf acknowledged, at the lame 
moment tint he introduces, for tli^ firlf time, a new iet of 
complicated piopofnicns, m icmedy ot the detected mifchiefs 
of the former. In doi ig th's, he has at once completely 
cl* mged the pr..>und on whicli be firft let out } tor having ori- 
g’li lly declai d, that the very fpnit and foul of his 
\\ IS toftpoT and fiii.ilh, dekmune tlie relative fttual.oii ot 
the t VO co'onMi he then miiaUined that this lalutary, this 
gr«ind, {'niT.<'i Y < \jec" coidd only be accomplifhed by a com- 
pje"e and p s> Kcipioct>, yet that efiential, lliat vital 
pi*nc’idc, h. ha aoov to dly ai d rhiedlly abandoned, as well 
in the 0 j« ukaule ch.uige, v.h ch he has intioduced in the (e- 
\entb lofoliitiop, as in the article of beer, the export of which 
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IS of infi .ii'e confequence. Reciprocity, therefote, which 
was the vital principle, the ipirit, the qiniiteifence of hii 
fjftem, IS now completely ahandoned. 

1 hat ihele alteratioiu arc fc r the Letter, T moft chearfplly 
admit. L'nJoubtcdly, they tend to mal'e vhe pteient fyftenii 
far more palatable .0 i ngiiiianen. Why then, it may be 
alked, do I now ftatf* them ^ t'learly foi tnis reafon • to 
maiiifd^' to the Hou*^ Ills ip’po'tdiit Leierifs ot dcii!>ention* 
I m^ntio 1 them, to Ih'/V that chi. alaim gi/eii by gentleineni 
of till' lids oi tue IJoii t, wd I moil forUioate a! iim for tlxis 
con*i'»'v !ly ilidt i n*,, n. the o laafici-uriiiT: com- 
rmuiuKs in c\i ci m < 1 of tin 1 1 .gJ "n !• o appr icd 

oi thill d I'n( t y li.-v h i\e 11 »1 til i< r<vi>vl; tbsy 

hdi'e ind iir e o ';oe thrue l h‘t rh- CJo which 

have iiccn toe iiopy in eti pio *’u the icons of 
thi'' diy. [ niniioii to fh-'v nhji inud ' .vt h.e’i the 

co.ijecju® ic^s to I le enpne if the L’ •mnitcce hid impliCi'-ly 
fallen in^i rlr fy'lv'll, w'.icli th' la^inels td'the r.glil !io- 
nofiMble g'ntlt-n 111, i vviM not lay li s ignoianc^, but -whicli, 
togivt It in eah 1 ttim. Ins c xTdiiuin.iry rpridvl nc in his 
own ibililieo, induced hnn fo peicinptoriiy and lo auLhoiita- 
tivclvto nropole. 

IS ailo anoth-i, and even moiC powLiful reafon for 
my onl i-j'nr on theie impoitant aitviatiois. it is, Sn, to 
convince th Conmnlee, t'ut tlie e is lliil a powcifulap- 
pcil to odi eqnify oai hcnevoience, aid e'en ou^ comraoni 
Icnli, foi adoid iig ih. in^’i-iiaiits i.id ni i.uil iCbau 1 > ot this 
countiy a much loop 1 pe'u I of ildih i ition, ind finely as 
llioii!, a claim on the ]uft'cc ol the Minnkr, to fulp'iid the 
vot of the vJommittes on a qrf’ftion of Inch infinite mag- 
iiinid to all OLii juib and don dl inteiius. J he Committee 
will be tiuglit, by a due clb'’nirioti of the benefits already 
acqi'ucd fiom falutuy delay*:, tPit moft importmt advan¬ 
tages aie to be deiived fiom ti ' in pmy and impartnl dif- 
cufllon. It in two month-, inch feiious and conlequcntial 
eriors have been Jii 'i i i-h what mxy we not expedt from 
longoi time inJmoi^ciiu •] mveftigation 5 If m two months 
the right honourabltf goiitlemaii lias gleaned fo much from 
this fide of the Hoidc, uid tiom gentlemen, whole idc’ahc 
ceitainly is not much d'lpo<od avowedly and ingenuoufly to 
adopt, howevei vviUing he may be to benefit m lecretffrom 
them, what may we not cxptdt, when his bright talents have 
had more time to wuik on the luggeftions with which we 
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have furniihed him ^ That he has laigely profited fiorn this 
fide ofi the Houfe, the Committee will readily percuve; nei¬ 
ther 'Will they, 1 l)elie\e, confidcr it extremely prefumptu- 
ous, if 1 arrogate fome degree of honour to mylelf, in having 
contributed a little to the amendments of this day. f 10m my 
right honourable friend (Mr. Eden) the Miniilei has certain- 
Iv colle< 3 :cd manymoie of his new opinions. Sarelv, there¬ 
fore, from the e%ceIJcat iile which the right honoui itde 
gentleman has aheidy made of oui difcoveries md (uggci- 
tions. It will more and more be the wifii of all impaitial 
men, that he fhould have time to mature the miny other 
matters which he his not yet fo fir honoured us a> entiiely 
to adopt, tor what muft be tl\e fruits of thole idtas, how 
ample, ho'^ rich mufl be the harveft they product when his 
protet^fing hand fhall laife them from oblcurity to a iiclier 
foil when he himlclf lhall “ tianlplanl tlicm to hi*' own fjir 
g.udcii wlitrc the fun always Ifints’’ Nothing iinely 
can be more brnchcial than to wait foi then mil lire j)K)d”c- 
tion 1 fftak for mv <clf, and I am hue 1 m ly 1 ; ik alio foi 
my Tight honoui ihJc friend and the oihci gciitiemeii loimd 
me, that we fliali be happy to fruit our jiiogtnv to bis c iie. 
If he IS .1 pliginiy, he is a plagiary uncommonly entiowed; 
for Ii" dccfii 'tes that whicli he Itral in apuin I gay and 
luxuriant, he enriches whitcvci he t ikes vvitii inch additions 
of fl »\ti s and cmhroidt ry, th t though, as their Icgifmite 
pa’'c Its, wc rccogni/e our own ofFsprii g, wc view them with 
no fiiiall d'^gree of wondei in their ftttpgc and liiniptuous 
attiie. On this day, indeed, we may be proud to contem¬ 
plate the prect mmating t fficacy of oin own fuggellions; 
and on tins dav alone lias the right honounblc gtmleman, 
for the very b, I time, coudefi ended to depot fiorn tlic iilu il 
fiatclmcls an i overboaiing fenfe of his own fuperionty. 
Upon this d 'i, with new and unaccuifoined affabilitv, he 
neahci reprob ites nor icviles the opinions to which ho has 
dtig’ied to accede. Tt is to us allrange and uiiexpc<fted tii- 
timph, iKit indeed to have our ideas leceivcd by the light 
honourable gentleman, (in th it acceptance he is courtefy it- 
lelt) but to hear them, even in the moment they ue admit¬ 
ted, unftigmati/ed bv the receiver, nor as ulual tiaduted in 
words, while th*“y arc approved in flift, and vililitcl at the 
veiy moment of their adoption. 

'ihe right honour«bl( gentleman, whom my noble fiiend 
(Lord North) moil truly pamti;d> when be aiiei ted, that 
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'he had a jnmd which found gratification m inventive 
has this day alluded to a letter written by the noble Lord as 
a diliiatch ftoin Ireland, duiing the acllniniftratjon of which 
I h id the hortoui to make a part, and he has infinuat d, 
that the If ttcr iij unleih'd an inlcntion in that adininiftiaiioti 
to h.r f. soi'f' th'" lengths of the pn jent fyfh in, “ if they had 

hulencigy lufiicicnt toi fo gicat an adventure.” 1 did not 
expcifl riui e\«cn fiom hiin Inch a confitu£iion would hwe 
hf'n [mt upon that (lihntch [ rom his collcagacs in office, 

1 nn conliili nt oi nifeiin<r wuh more candour. But the let- 
tei has been ic id I Inhinit to llie Committee the teims oi 
til it krtci, ai d cill upon then to lay, if the Enghfli lan¬ 
guage couM turnilh expiclhons murv. dceifive of tlic con- 
tniy opinion, thin thole in which we declaied totheLotd 
] leiJtenant, that we could not cncourige hnn to make a 
piomi'e to Irfhnd, which, if fulfilled, would he defti udlive 
to > iit^in. 1.1 tint opin.on \.e were then uinnimous, and 
to th^t opinion \s' himly adhere. But aie thefe the irts by 
which tlio nob’c Loul and 1 are to h: dcgi idcd la the eyes 
cf 1 r'tiri'' Let the Minifler peifill m thele pnworthy mfi- 
nuition-., he Hull not deter «■> from w^hat wc know to be 
O'r duty — lie fliill not overcome that dclibciate firm.iefs 
whirh, .dtfj belli .g the cil unities of IieJmd, and happily 
eltiblilLr.g both her comniereial ind conffitiitional hhcity, 
liul l''fiicient fpirit, fufficunt jiiffice, to withhold whit it 
wi. “ iiun to uimquilh, atid wh.it indeed was as little ex*- 
p iTud or fought by lithnd, as it was fafe or juft for an 
7\(hn"nlli ition heie to b^ftow. 1 hat letter, which was wut- 
ten by ’b- i *. bl( Lord in Ins offici .1 capacity, was of too 
much co'ilevpi nec to be written under the fa'icfioii of my 
individual dtp otment. Isvery one of Ilis Majifty’s confi¬ 
dential fetv.rits was pnvy to the meafnic, noi was. any cbf- 
patch ever made up on a more decided and unanimous cpi- 


I ord North ftid in the courfc of Ins fjjcech, “ There nrc fom® 
men, Mr Gilbert, v.ho ftem to be ort;a.ii2td foi flandtr, there 
“ ail. Inn men v\ho, by the peculiar temperament of their nature, 
** find giaMfiiition in mifrtivc, audio caecr arc thev for the en)oy- 
“ ment of ihcir lull:, thuthe\ so about to fttk fot hkmiflics, tn or- 
dcr to cxp'ifi. rhuii j and in the puifoit of their ga.ne, th v v\iU 
ioTictimis pritcnd to find them where they arc not. Such men, 
“ if thev pio, i>f, any mcalurc, are infinitely nvoie defirous ro make it 
ftand upon the faults ofothcis, than on its own meiits, and fuch a 
** man 1 take the right honourable gcntlfinuui to be,*' 
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Iitow. Let the right honourable g^tteman refer to fpme of 
hU prelent colleagues foi information on the point. « As 
** to the want of en<||?gy—the temporiring fpyit—the half 
“ m'*alurf —and the expedients of gettin , over a leflion by 
« a l*oA; OiBce or on Ad niialty Couit,*—all iheteare infinu- 
ations wliii>.i n»v noble fn nd hib t > np’ ttly lefuted. Nei¬ 
ther t'le idoil (J'bc( 11 1 Uic Admiralty Court wt econaded 
as expedients to get r ''i i leflion, tliey vs ic neith i p,ivtnL 
nor acreptc 1 a Inous, thc^ wei" the mUiial toiiliqu nets 
of the pit \ious c'nne^c of lyfttin, they 11 ivveJ ml in all) from 
the mvsr li uition in which Ii Hnd fl: > >d hy the rntkpcii- 
dcncc of hei Lep,illitnu. Wliit hid wt foi fxpe 

di< nts t) > t o\ i il hon ? 1 he Lord Licutcninl of thit 
da^ en] )yfd as hrh a degte*^ of conhJt lo , iil del ived it 
as will as any nohlemin thit (sir hilc 1 tho flation.— 
Wc weie guilty ol no violences, i id thii exiiled no cla- 
mout. 

1 cinnot hdp Topping h>.ie foi i mom»^ it, to mike a it~ 
maiL Oil icui ous d T nt^lion t ssh ci .n I'ght ho loui ible 
ginuIoTiaii ippeirs raoit icmnktbiv ittici J, id Im^hoii 
which bt 1 lys a lee line liui I i innot wd 1 d< ic nbt — i ioit 
ot It If eompi iCLiie / — i km 1 of over pk i ure witli his own 
jitmlion. In pu ihitig of thr n )b’e Loul nthehliicnh ind 
at diTtr lit p 1 >ds, is ev r I die ‘ons of tUJli igailhuip h - 
lwe>.ii the 1 all L >i I ot th" 1 itafiiv nd r'u m ic ru¬ 
tary ofStite 111 thuoirchuif^ 1 he t'unt^ to h"n all 
the dignity of f^veiciyi link, ot lupm i c ^ iei v, nd ot 
foie auihoM y — in th othe , he conn lei'> bi n as i itiei 
adhng wndei ui \/i n i \Tmidiy, thin is i M n it< i poiT iltxl 
ot eithci pjwer or i< 1 miiibility. He Ly f t h n if one 
time, “ 'Vhe 1 tlK n d'k Loid wis the Mimltei )l diecoun- 
tiy.” \t iiio'hei, “ When the nobU I n I litM i I iboi- 
diinte fituitim in rh cibinct.” ily theL dnh nfl: ons, 
th“ right honotiiabh geiii) »nin t ikes i mvenplealu.i. in 
gl Hieing at his own cl v itioii. He con idt.s tin peiionige 
who fills the un ted oflices of Chancellor of the I xchequei, 
and ^ lift Loid of the 1 i*ealury, is a chata ter fo 1 j'ty ind 
exftted, fo fupciemirent m his ftitnn, thit he mnft on no 
account be confounded with infenor petfons. In likr man¬ 
ner, whf IV he talks ot c oahtioiis, and repr nates thcni, hn-is 
mnel by the aiii'“ fttiing. HiS cliatgc ngi aft m and 
othei > is toi coalelcing v ith the Mtniller, the g cit I mer- 
intending Mmifl-t of the Aineiican war! His ownciah- 
tionx he can reauily dcicnd by tlie very fame diftin 6 kion; 
. “1 own 
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I own, he fays, 1 have certainly i^oalefced With feme of 
“ the minillers who weie concerned m the pation 4 ge and 
“ condudi qf the Amenc.in war. they, however, were mfe- 

nor char.i£ler&; Loids, Chancellor of Kngland, andiuch- 

like perfons', of no account but never have I hee*i fo in- 
“ tarnous and abandoned, as to form a coalition with the 
“ Chancellor of the ixcbiquci, and the r*ifl 1 oid of the 

1 reafury, the gieat fnpermtending Miniflcr ot the Crown, 
“ who was the foul of the lyftem.” 1 do not, Sii, enlarge 
upon this feeling of the light honouiable gcrtkmin, as a 
chaigf againfV him it is i feeling, in t)ie enjoyment oi which 
1 am by no means inclined to dillmb bim a fo» hng, in the 
enjovment of which, I know ind'"t(l ot no peifon tliat has 
any int( rell todifluib h in, unkl* indeed there may befome 
ot his immediate colleagues, who may think it would be 
fomewhit more decent in him to gratify his piflionorhis 
piide in a mode lets pubhel j ottenhveboth to then ipiut and 
thtir di^imy. 

But to letuin to the jiiopofitions on the t ible, 1 muft 
now renew t!ie ohlei vation that I made in the oiitfet of this 
bulinefs, nimely, thit theie w is a giols and fundimental 
eiroi M oiiginating theie propolitions in the Iiifh Pailia- 
ment. Indcpendtnt of the infult to llie Pailiainent of this 
countiy, in not liibm.tting, f^i thui confid lation, a great 
and extenflve innovatio i in thr whole fyPtm of our com¬ 
merce, ti 1 aftet It had beta dacimined upon in licland — 
finely the expenenc of this day fufficiently demonftrates 
the impolicy of lo flrangc a mcafure. 1 oi is it not evident, 
that, after the Parliament and people of Ireland have been 
lufTeied tochenlli the belief, tint the lefolutions which the 
Mimfters of tint kingdom aflured them would be leligioufly 
adheicd to as the bails of the new Ijflcin, the Mmiitcis of 
Lngland come foiwaul, arid change the Ipiiif, pnnciple, and 
tendency of thefe refolutions - Is it to be imag ned, that, 
attei thefolemii pledge whuli the people of Ireland haveie- 
cv ivcd fiom ihcir Minifttis, and which undoubtedly was hel 4 
out to then Pailiament as a luffcient ground fir an imme¬ 
diate extenfion of tlieir levenue; is it to be imagined, 1 fay, 
that, by any pi ivate tampering with the individual leader of 
a paity, the whole body of that nation will as lamdly ac- 
cjuiefcc m the fupplemental refolutions now brought foiwaid 
as they at firft did m the original piopofitions; and when 
too the latter are diteiSVly fian/^d to weaken and dimimfh 
tlie effedl of the former, which they who propofed them m 
Voi. XVIIl. O o liUaa 4 » 
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Ireland^ had preremptorily iiiiiided ihoutd never undergo 
the 11 ghteft or moft minute infringement •* Nothing could 
be more abluid than the Hate of th«s proceeding. Fir ft, the 
ong.nai propofitions* were made in Ireland—now the amend¬ 
ments are made in England. T. he Infti thu > ex poled, whal 
alone would Content them, and they were otieicd it without 
knowing whether It was what England would grant. Now 
England is called upon to fay what llie wdl ‘>-ive, vMlhout 
knowing whethei it is what licland would tA. . I hos, a 
double 1 neonveniency and dilemma aiifc^ fiom tht fti ingc 
and incoheieu’’ pioceeding. Nor was this the onh irapol cy 
in the mode of condu£ling thu extraordin irv m il ic. 

His Ma)< fty’ Minilleis ereOed a iloiid ot Ir de under 
the name of a Committee of tin. Pnvy Couiu il, which c i 
tainly with propci leguliti )ns, 1 fliould copf \i as a wile 
and wholoforae inftitution; but th s Eoaid wis appointed 
not to piepaie materials for the fyft< in with Ti lind; not 
to fupply Go\tinment with inloiination up in winch tlu y 
might dtlibciatcly piocccd to the acl|u/liur it ot the intci 
couife betvem the two kingdoms. On tl t conti,» this 
Board wa. ippointed to inquiic. rithcr into tlie piopiiety 
of what Mmifters wcie aiQuallv doino, than wIiiL they 
ought to do. For at the } rccilo tine when ]Mi. Se¬ 
cretary Orde fiift agit iltd tlif* bufincls in the Iiilli Houfe 
of Commons, this Committee of Pi ivy Council were em¬ 
ployed in the examination of evidence, and the diieuinon ot 
points on which the merits of the piopoicl an ingement 
were ultimately to be eftimated. Never fuiely wa*' n Board 
of Pnvy Council lo peivcitcd, fo degraded as tins' Not 
appointed to iiiveftigate and examine all the necellai y evi¬ 
dence as a preliminary to an important meafun —not con- 
ftituted to deliberate on the vanous eftedfts and conlcquence s 
of a vieat nation il charge, the outline of which was merely 
in idea, unfettled, and unadopted by the Mmifte**; but, in 
tiuth, to provide a pofthumous defence for a plan already 
fixed, and to fabricate a vindication for mifchiefs too fir 
advanced to admit ot qu.ilihcation or amendment. itli 
fuch views, and foi fuch purpoles, was this Board of Pnvy 
Council at fiift convened. A right honourable gentleman, 
(Mr. Jenkinion) whofe feelings on being ftudioufly excluded 
from all the miniftenal departments of State, it was found 
not wholly unexpedient to confole and footh, by feme tem¬ 
porary delegation of infignificant eminence, was prudent^ 
appointed to the Prefidency of this mock Committee. No 
higher mark of confidence was then befi^wed on the now 
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avowed afibciate of the great fupeilui^dant MiBifteir. On 
the report however of fuch a Board thus conftituted, and 
thus directed, did the Chancellor of the Exchequer call upon 
this Houle to depend with unrelerved confidence for the 
complete )uflificat*oii of his plan; in other words, we were 
to trull the moft impoitant lights of Britiih commerce to 
tlie opinion of a Jioard of the King’s Privy Counfellors, * 
appointed by the King’s Minifteis themfelvcs, to inquire 
whether the mealuie that the y had adopted was wife or the 
contiary. Can the Committee imagine any tTiIiig more 
trifling, more frivolous, more vain and ahfurd, than fo par¬ 
tial an appeal ? Do we not all know, that when His Ma- 
jell)’s Miniftcrs aic committed on any one point, the fer- 
vmts whom they employ mull be careful not to deliver an 
opinion hoftile to tliat meafuie^ The Board of Council are 
liledled by the Minifttr, not as deliberate judges of his 
conduiH:; it weie th< Okiiome of folly to confider them in 
fuch a light; on the contrary, it was their objeft to afford 
every poiiible fupjiort to mealurcs which they vveie Cctlled 
upon directly to count-n.uice. This always was, and ever 
mull lie, the cafe; and fo indeed the Committee of Priyy 
Council in tht pitltnt milance leem entirely to have confi- 
dered it. At full indeed, before the Mimller had thought 
It fafi to comir micatc his plan to the right honourable Pre- 
fident of this Boaid, fome opinions, far from fwourable to 
thf plan, did ipt'car upon their minutes, and of courf© are 
Jlill to he difcoveifd m their loport; but this was a tranfient 
gloom . ti om the moment that the prefent complete intelli¬ 
gence and intnnacy was tftablifhed between the right ho¬ 
nourable Prefident and the Miniflers, a new light feemed 
to flafli at once on the whole Board of Council; the happiefl: 
means were inftantly purfii'^J to effedl the concealment of 
mmillcrial error; the moft deciftve mode of examining wit- 
nefles was fyftematically obferved; not only the moft ^ptand 
aitful queftions wore propounded, but with equal /kill the 
moft fortunateanfwcrs wtiegenerally provided; all however 
was earned on with much plaufibiiity and ftatelimfsof de¬ 
portment. It was an open court, it was acceftible to wit- 
“ nefles of all defcnptions, and accordingly (as was repeated- 
“ iy allertcd) Oentlemen attended them of their own accord, 

“ and voluntarily offeied theur impartial tellimony, on ‘he 
vauous articles of their refi>e«fliv'e manufa£l ires.” But 
how has this defcription been verified ^ We have it in proof, 
that every indiv idual w'ltnofs who attended that Boa*-d, w as 

Goa expreflly 
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expreBy fent for—and that queilloos were put of an ablha< 9 : 
nature, and on prenn/es unexplained. We have found too, 
that the aiducis lo obtained wcie referved, to be biouglit in 
contraduSlion to opinions which, when the premifes weie 
fully examin<*d, and the confeqnences wcighid, it ^^as ob¬ 
vious could not tail to be ftited in ttftimoii} at the bai of 
of the Hoiife of Commons. 'J he right honourable gentle¬ 
man, who IS ^t the head of this Board (Mr. Jenkiiifon) 
has thought proper howcvei to infoim us, that the manu- 
fa<‘hjreis veic ^olunlaly attend uits on the Committet. But 
to this nioic than one genllemui of eminence and lefptif 
has dire£lly infueied, that in truth the witneflts were ex- 
pieffly fent for, Mi. K.0I0 of the 'I'leafury having repeatedly 
entreaud them to attend the Committee. “Ay, liys the 
“ light honourable gentleman, but wc hive nothing to do 
“ with Ml llofe, nor with the Ticifui), wt did not lend 
“ foi you.” 

It IS liid in piaifi* of fimplicity of aiftion, “ Thit the right 
“ hand knoweth not whnt the left hind docth.” Perhaps 
this may b' rht cifehcre, but which, Sir, is the right hand 
and which the* left of the pielent '\dmmiftiation is not lo 
ealy toakertiin. Ceitainly the C]ianc..]Ior of the Exche- 
qucf has till of late been toiid of difclaiming all connexion 
with certnn obnoxious chaia<fT:eas — He has genet ally, m 
high font, and pompous piiide, difasowed ind lepiobated 
all intii iicy, .dl fnendOnp, all con.iedlion, with the I’ght 
honouiablc gentleman who las long been lulptffcd of pio- 
jnoting in undue influence in the government of this coun¬ 
try. But all this was tb' hngmqe of a peiiod when thi 
moment>ry nopuhrity which the Mmiller hid obtimcd had 
placed him ibove the degiadation of lo obnoxious a con- 
iictSlton. When the condu^l of the popular branch of tlu 
Conftit'ition was be Bowed upon the picfent Mmifter, undei 
the defcnption and charae'lcr of a popular ftatcfmin, it would 
mdetd base been madnefs in the extieme to hi\c held my 
other languig''of one, wholf hibits, whole pimciples, wholi 
avowed pie)udices, nratked him out as uttctly difquaMi d 
foi a filuition, which, even m common prudence, oii;,ht 
nevei to be lub^cfl to the diie£l control, or to the difgu fed 
influcnci, of prerogative. When the icenc, howesei, began to 
clnnge, when the Inlh refolutions excited alarm, and th^ 
minds of men weie nutated at fo lavilh a furrender of every 
thing tint wis deii; when the light honoiii ible gentleman 
began to himlelf weak and mfecu*^, his languag was 

I Is 
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lefs inikitecij his proud teje6bion of iShuoscious i^radters was 
beard no more* 

jr 

** Ttlc!phus et Petcus, cum pauper et exul uttlfque^ 

*‘ Vro]ic\t A*npuUas tt fr/cjuifedabaY^vh^* 

“ Mifeiy makes us acquainted with ftrange companions.^ 
bor my own part. Sir, though I have always conficlered 
the right honouiahJe gentleman alluded to, as an objeftion- 
able charadter for mixmg m the condudl of the Bntilh go¬ 
vernment, yet I muft do him the juftice to fay, that in this 
lingular inhance, his cautious temper, his patient laborious 
habits, liave undoubtedly been well employed in correfling 
the ftrange incoherent levities of the oiigmal propofjtions. 

And therefore it would be wholly unfair to withhold the 
#ir.ent of lome of the aherations of this day from the mftruc- 
tion and advice fo geneioufl^ adrainiftered by the'right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman (Ml. Jenkmfon) iii the hour of danger 
and neceffiry. 

But to return to theCommitteeof Privy Council; I cannot 
fupprffs ray indignation at the petty, miferabl^ plan which 
I am forry to fand thev ha\e piirfuetl; of firft entrapping 
vvitnelTes, by inducing them to give hafty anfwers to quel^ 
tions unexplained, and afterwaids in endeavouring to deteift 
contiad(i£tions in their evidence, when they came, at the 
diftance of fix weeks, to (peak at the bar of this Commit¬ 
tee. Upon Inch condudi, \eiy ill becoming in a Board of 
PrivY Council, I cannot but oMeive, that undoubtedly it 
would have been fai more giaceful for the right honourable 
gentleman to have lent his utmoft aid to tBj mamifadlurers 
of this country, when they were forced to the bir of this 
Committee, m liipjiort of then dtareft privileges * furely 
upon luch an occalion he ought himfelf to have manfully de¬ 
clared, “ I reioice to lee you hcie. eager as I am for the 
“ difcoveiy of truth, I am lutppy that you are come to ex- 
plain ill thofe pomts m which you have eitiier been 
“ iD'ftated or mifrcp''^rmted hy the Committee of Council* 

“ Yol have now an o/portunity to corredf thofe errors— 
improve it with-all the fincenty and ^eal that are the belt 
“ chaiacleriftics of Lnglilhmen.” Such ought to have been 
his language, for furely il is by no means dilcreditable for a 
man ot the ftridleft honoui to explain his opinions, when 
moie mature leflceiion and greiter light on the fubject 
liave convincevl him thithewaL wrong. And yet in purr 
luing a line of conduct diametrically oppoftte to tint which 

I have 
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1 bave dcfcnbed ; in axloptmft the poor and mifetahle expe¬ 
dient lAhich the Minifter preferted to the plain feeling of 
jnfbice and honour, 1 pledge myfelf to prove, that, with all 
their (Iniller indullry to conmie and to prevent, they have 
connpletely and utterly failed; for not a iingle inftance have 
they been able to offer, of glaring and material contradiction 
upon any one of the numerous witnelTes who ha\e beta the 
conflant objcCls of thur illiberal attacks* 

i have (aid. Sir, that fo far as 1 have been «blc to coni- 
piehend the alterations, by heanng them once icad ov r, I 
am ready to acknowledge, they are infinitely moie palate- 
able than at firft; but I defire to be underftood, that 1 
fiill mfiil, they are by no means what they ought to bt — 
much of my objeCiion remains; and I ha>e no doubt, bur 
wlien gentlemen come to difcufs the amended iclolutions, • 
they will yet exhibit weighty arguments againft their accf u 
tance, as the bafis of the future intercourlt betwer n the tw o 
countries. 

The right honourable gentleman has now removed 
ohjeCfion which originally exified agitnft the / rft resolu¬ 
tions; namely, that we thereby facnficed the monopoly of 
the Afiatic trade. How the right honouiahic gentleman 
could originally overlook that moil impoitant conenn, un 
lefs he meant to abohfh the monopoly, is a point foi vilnch 
1 am utterly at a lofs how to account. Surely, the peci Int 
fervices which the Company have rendered to hia Adniini 
If ration, might well ha\e claimed a nioic ferious ittfatfu 
to then particular interefts, than the right honour ible g n 
tlcman foems to have paid them at the prrfcnt impoit mt 
crifis: but roufed to the performance of his d\itv, by r 
7eal of gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe, he h is at length 
indeed made lome provifion for the fecurity of the b alf-lndi i 
tiade. Certainly I do not grudge to the people of Ii'^hnd 
the benefits which he has allotted to them in this biancli 
of commerce* it is by no means improper that they ilionld 
have a fliare of the outfit of the Eall-India fhips, is thf \ 
confent to a part of the return. Excluded from the com- 
Tmeice of Afia, it feems but barely equitable to pcin t them 
to lupply fome proportion of the export trade. On the 
conti ary, if at any time, either the neceffitics or the irt rt 
Will of the E«ft India Company, Ihould lefort to Iielmd for 
fuch fupphes, in pitfeience to the eftablifhed trade viifh then 
own native dealers, I am fure there is no Enghfliman of 
ftnic or fpii It who ould debar Ireland from every fair par 

ticipation 
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ticipatton of thofd betieEts wotcli ttaf la^ Ekfe^y and junljr 
divided. 

'Ihe right honourable gentleman has made nfe of the 
moll unfortunate aigoment that I ever heard delivered by 
the mod untoitunate Ipeaker m this or m any allembly* He 
lays, that giving to liel.uid the Englilh market for the idue 
of colonial produce, though it will not enable the Inlh to 
tnter into any dangerous competition with us at home, will 
y^t be of gicat avail to them, foi rlicy will iheicby be more 
capahJr of taking adsantage of the Foreign market. This 
he explains by laying, that having the liilie of the Englilli 
market to depend upon m the laft refort, they will have 4 
«.!eater fpui to adventure; they will import more of the 
juodiice of the Colonies; and, tiufling to the power which 
tilt y will now have, of coming m the end to England with 
tlu i commodities, they will mivcto incieafe their foreign 
ti ide, and nectlTarily make tlicii countiy a fort of commer- 
ci d depot. If this aigument !■> true of the colonial produce^ 
it is c jUilly ti ue of tht 11 ovvn manutadfures. If they have the 
idv mtage of having the Lnglilli market as in iffuis to ena¬ 
ble them to pulh then foieign trade to a confitlerable in- 
ei( He in th" colt nial produce; then, with precilHy the fame 
gitiund, may we contend, that, having the ifTue ot theEng- 
liAi niuk(t, they will be able to advance their foreign trade 
foi thf 11 inanufadlures. 

Ilf thtn IS in end to all the invedlive which was thiowii 
on the m uiuf.idfmers for hiving afleited, that thole relolu- 
t'ons would aftedt the manufadlures of Ciieat Britain in the 
foiLign imikft they weie told with petulance, that they 
did not undtilfmd the mattci; and that if there was any 
d'ng..i ot meeting a powerful competitor in the JiiAi manu- 
ladluics at tlv toieign market, that that danger exilled be- 
foie, that tin foreign maiket had al \ lys been open to the 
Irifli in inufadfurei — true, and of this they were not igno¬ 
rant but ]ieland had not till now the fure iITue of the 
Enghfli market .is a collateral fecuiity for ent-rpn/e, and as 
a Ipur to tpeculation. I thank the right honourable gentle¬ 
man foi th’s argument; but I muft appiiz,ehim, that it le- 
fers more to manufadlures than to colonial pioduce. Does 
he not know, that in colonial produce, the home maiket is 
everything, and the foreign market nothit^^ in manufac¬ 
tures it IS the contrary, or nearly' fo. There was good 
ground, therefore, for the manufai^uiers to Aate, that they 
Ihould now find a dangerous competitor In Ireland at the 
foreign market. 


Now. 
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Now, Sir, with ^el^)e<Si: to the navigation a6t, upon which 
'1 have faid fb much 111 the courib of this difcuiBon, do we not 
now find that all my apprehcnlions were well founded ^ The 
Tight honourable gentlemen has at length acknowledged, that 
the navigation aCT was in danger, notwit-hllandmg his re¬ 
peated declarations to the contrary. Tins convidlion may 
he colledlcd from the natuie ot the remedy he has thought it 
expedient to adopt. Strong mull have been the apprehenlions 
which luggclltrxl fuch a relief, it is a tclicf which, in the po- 
culiai circumflances of the two kingdoms, will lequire \eiy 
particular conlideration indeed, as its tendency is no lefs than 
this, that notwithftanding the independence of Tielaiul, flic 
muft ftill, in commercial laws and external legiflation, be 
governed by Britain. That Ihe fliall agree to lollow whit- 
ever regulations we may think it right to purfne fiom time 
to time for fecuring privileges to oui fliijjping, or for le- 
lliaining the trade with our Colonies, and that fuch laws 
ihall be in full force in Ireland, r i remedy certaudy ot .1 
very ha/,ardous kind; but, Sii, though it goes fo fai, it does 
not fatl^>fy me, it is dangerous indeed, Imr not efficacious; 
noj do T think tint, Jfliong and bitter as it is, it will be at¬ 
tended with the effecTis of preventing the, saiious and ladical 
evils which are at tilled to this pernicious fyflem. 1 am of 
©pinion, that even it Ireland thould agne to tins piaviflon, 
we ftiall deliver up into the cuftody ot mother, and th.st 
an independent nation, all our fundamental laws for the ic - 
gulation of ourtiade, and vve mull depend totally on her 
bounty and libeial Ipmt for the guiidianfliip and proteifljoii 
of our deareft intercfls. Now, Sir, although t feci as 
Jlrong a difpolition of paUialUy and fa\oui towards the Trifli 
nation as anv man in this Houfe; although 1 believe them 
to be a people as diflinguifhed by liberality as any people 
upon earth, yet tins is not of aJj others the paiticular jjoint 
in which I would chute to trull to their liberality. I think 
tlic guaidianfhip of the laws whicJi I have mentioned, can he 
depofited in no hands fo pmpesly as in our own. It would he 
the intereft of Ireland to evade ihofe laws, and 1 afle you 
what fecunty theie is for the due performance of a coinmei- 
cial contra6l, when it is the inteieft of a nation to evade it ^ 
He who trulls to the vague and ralh notions of ahfliadl 
light in preference to the conflant and uniform teftirnony 
©f experience, will find himtelf miferably deceived in his . 
calculations on ajl fub|e£ls of commercial or political dif- 
cuffion. When it is the intereft of a nation to evade a law, 

th ir 
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that law will be evaded; it always was fo,* and jt always 
will be lb. Perhaps there is no inllance of a country more 
t^acious of engagements than our own; but, do we not all 
know, that finding the illicit trade which was fome time ago 
earned on to the Spaniili Main, highly beneficial to the 
country, that that trade was connived at, though in the 
very teeth of our national engagements. Now, Sir, when, 
it mall be felt, that Ireland will be materially benefitted by 
evading our laws, and that the introdudiion of foreign fu- 
gars will be fo much more valuable to them than the legal 
importation of our colonial produce, is it to he imiginetl, 
that the people of Ireland will, out of mere love and lil>era- 
lity, fhut their eyes againfc their own immediate intereft, or 
that the laws which may be made in confoimity with this 
new fyftem, will he enforced with vigour and with efficacy. 
Inteieft IS the leading impulle with nations, and it fuppofes 
nothing unfavourable to the Irifli, to luppofe, that the com¬ 
mon feelings which adluate all mankind in their public cha¬ 
racter as ftates, may prevail alfo with them, when it fhali 
he found, that foieign fugar may be introduced fifteen or 
twenty per cent, cheaper than our own, and when it fliali 
be found, that they can be introduced in American bottoms 
cheaper than in fliipping navigated according to the lawr of 
Great Biitain, it is idle to fuppofe that they will not be fo 
introduced, that this fmifler advantage will not be fo ob¬ 
tained; that IS, 111 other words, that the commerce ot Eng-* 
land will not he fo affeCled and dimmillicd, Mr. Orde, on 
opening his fyftem to the Infli pailiament, if we may triift 
to the report of the newfpapers (and that W'e may do fo, is 
evident from this circumftance, that though Mi. Orde was 
in London fcveral days, he never came down to the Houfe 
to contiadiCl the reports, though argument was daily founded 
upon them) ftated that Cork would become the empoiium of 
the empire. This expreflion, to be fure, he afterwards 
changed to a term more piofaic and modeft, affirming, that 
his original phrafe had been that Cork would become the 
medum of trade to the empite. The difference is immate¬ 
rial, except in the found of the word; for by medium I caa 
nnderftand nothing elfe, than that the produce of the Wef- 
tern World will, in the firft inftanoe, be imported into Ire¬ 
land, be depofited there as the magazine of the empire, and 
be fubfequently dealt out to Britaui as her wants may make 
fuch application ncceffary. We have a lefs founding and 
VoL. XVUL P p lefs 
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lets intelligible phrafe, but the real meaning remains ilill thq 
lame, and the mealure of oppreffion and injury unchanged 
or unabated. That Ireland will be this medium, I have no 
doubt; and its being fo, will produce an evil beyond the 
mere lofs of the direct trade to our colonies, foi there is 
every reafon tobelie\e, that by this means, the produce of 
thehrenchand otlif-r foreign colonies will find their way 
into the country, to the luin of our Wefl-lndia pi inters and 
merchants. Hut, fays the nght honourable gentle man, it 
IS not to be btlieied, that a ciicuitous \oyage, as this will be, 
can be prefened to a commmiication with oui colonu s; and 
in a whilpor acrofs the lioiife he fays, that Ihitain even now 
fupplies the Inih maiket with colonial pioduce. 1 his, Sir, 
in my opinion, ftiengthens my argument; ludi is the dc- 
t ided benefit relulting from having two maikets in Head of 
one, that now we are able, with all thediiadvintagi of the 
circuitous \oyage, to fupply licland. What then mull be 
theconlequence to Iieland when flic fliall enjoy the double 
market, added to all the advantige» inhng from haihours lo 
admir ibly accommodated by the hand of natuie for the 111 - 
tercourfe in qucllion; from cheap labour, and from an al* 
moll total exemption from national burdens ^ She will in¬ 
deed become the emporium, or if the right honouiable gen¬ 
tleman, out of compliment to Ins fi lends m Lngland, likes 
U better, the mctlium of tiade to the general empue, and 
uideed almoil cxclufively fo with refpedl to the product of 
our colonies. 

The right honourable gentleman has been anxious to fet 
tip an argument m favour of this countiy, that gicat car 
pital would in all cafes overbalance chtapnefs of labour. 
1 know this to be the faflnonable pofition of the piefent 
times, and of the prelent government but general pofitions 
of all kinds ought to be very cautioully admitted; indeed 
on fubjedls fo infinitely complex and mutable as politics 
ftnd commerce, a wife man liefitates at giving too implicit 
a credit to any general maxim of any denomination; and with 
this «(^nvi6lion m my mind, I am prepared to controveit the 
pofition of the right honourable gentleman, it the fame 
time that 1 do not defire to lie underftood as wiflnng to eila- 
bjiiih the contrary. I do not thmk that great capital will al¬ 
ways overbalance cheapnefs of labour, nor that cheap labour 
will always overbalance great capital; as general theonms, I 
difpute both; at the fame ume that 1 am clearly of opinion, 
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that tinder certain circiimllances both may be true; we have 
known feveral mflances in which the cheapnefs of labour has 
triumphed o\er greatnefs of capital. In the rapid tranfi- 
tions of fortune in this country, do we not daily perceive 
the triumphs of induftry over wealth have we not abun¬ 
dant precedents to fltew, that our mannfaftuies have changed 
their pofitions in this country merely on account of the 
cheapncls ot labour and provifion ^ Have they not within 
thefe thirty years ti avelled into Scotland, and is it not likely 
that precilely for the fame reafon, together with other in¬ 
citements, they will migrate to Ireland > But, fays the right 
honourable gentleman, the difference is not lo great as is 
imagined m the price of labour; it is only lude labour which 
IS cheap m Ireland, and the finer parts of work are much 
dealer there than m England. In pioof of this aflcrtion he 
brings Captain Brook to the bar of the Houfe of Commons, 
a gentleman who has eftablillied a very confidciable manu- 
faftory of cottons in Ireland. Whether it is prefLdlly pro¬ 
per to bring gentlemen from Iieland, to give evidence before 
the Houfe of Commons, on a lubjcdl that is to benefit lie- 
land and not England, I will not take up much time to 
inquiie*. 

I'he Trifli are bevond all queffion much interefted in the 
conclufion ot this bargain, and exclufively lo as to liopes oi 
benefit, their evidence, theietore, as parties influenced and 
prc)udiced, may peihips be clcemid improper when biought 
forward to luppoit the tyftem, and to perfuadt this Houle. 
1 know It may be faiil, that Meffis. Richardlon, Walker, 
Peele, and others, who have given evidence on the othc; 
fide, are alfo interefted in the termination ot this comp 
I admit the fa£t, hut on which fide docs their iiilLieft lie ’ 
and to which ought we in this Houle to incline ^ *^1 hoy are 

interefted for England, of which we aie tlic delegate*! gun- 
Jians—Ml. Brook is interefted foi Irtkind, who is on the 
other fide negociating foi himfelf. 1 ikmg it, tlieiefore, m 
that point of view, 1 cannot helitate i moment on the path 
which it becomes me, as a Biitiffi member of Parliament, to 
purfue in the Ciedit which I am to bellow on the evidence 
adduced. But m tins point ol the cheapnefs of rude laboui, 
hear what the intelligent Mi. Peele fays,—“ The finei parts 
of work cannot be cairied on without the luder. It is on 
“ the lude woik that the hand is quihfied in its art, and 
« every man who is employed in the finer branch, was fiift 
employed in the coarler.” The dieapnels of rude labour 
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is therefore an advantage which in manufaiftiires of the finer 
hmd Inuft be highly favourable; but in th«'fe \vhich are m 
their quality coarlc, mull give to the country a decifive fu- 
penority. In one inilance this has been proved. A manu- 
faiSturerof "Norwich gives it in evidence, that he can b^ m 
Norwich, Infh worfted yarn cheaper than he can buy Eng- 
lilh, although it is lubjcdf to five or lix duties before it 
reaches him, and lubje^l alfo to the expence of the voyage 
and of the carnage, as well as of the internal duties in Ire¬ 
land , fo that upon a fan and juft calculation, it is demon- 
ftrable, that they can manufadlure worfted yarn in Ireland 
45 or pti cent, cheaper than in England. Hut, fay 
the witneftes from Tieland, it is by no means likely that Ire¬ 
land will e\er eftablilli a cottdn nianufadlory to rival that of 
Manchefter. It would not be her inteieft to do (o, and theie 
are many ftubborn inconveniencies which Ihe has to fur- 
mount, I will admit the liippofition for the lake of argu¬ 
ment, though 1 by no means think it founded m probability. 
JBut admitting even that llie lliall not think of eftabliihing a 
cotton manutadtory, Ihe may Ihll bv thefe ntw refolutions 
eftedlually cut off the Infli market from ours, for having a 
manufaduie of her own to lubftitute in the room of this. Hie 
may lay a duty on cottons, which by the principle of coun¬ 
tervailing duties might amount to a piohibition ot ouis, 
and, by a Iide blow, annihilate the Manchefter manufadlaic 
in the Irilh market ’t once. ' 

And this leads me to an argument which has been much 
inlifted on in favour of theie relolutions—that by the means 
ot the new fyftem, the right honourable gentleman would 
haveth merit of putting an end to all idta of prottdlmg du¬ 
ties On what rational giound does he claim to himftlf this 
merit ? By the power which is thus left to each countiy, to 
lay internal duties on fuch manufadlures as they dry covet to 
crulh for the fake of advancing a fubftitute, he gives rife to a 
coiintervjiiling duty that will a£t as a complete, though indi- 
reft, piohibition, and tint this is in favour of Ireland and mi¬ 
mical toEiif^land, n evident from this circumft ince, that by 
the fatal ninth refolution we have for ever given up the only 
remaining hold winch could have operated as a protedlion 
againft lo obvious and alaimmg an inconvenience Pio- 
tediing duties, however threateiiv-d, would never have been 
impoled under the old mtercourie , for the good fenfe of Ire¬ 
land would not have fuffered the danger of retaliation on their 
Aaple commodity , that danger they will now no longer be 

expofed 
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cxpofed to. But, fays the right honourable gentlemian, vm 
ihall by this means bind the two nations together in indifib^ 
luble bands, that between nation and nation the intercourfe 
fhould be regulated by principles of equality and juftice, and 
that this ought to be more particularly ftudied between na* 
tions that are lifters, as it were, and aie fo connected in in- 
tereft and m blood as Great Britain and Ireland To lui.li 
principles as thele, if a61ted upon with wifdom or the chance of 
mutual harmony, far would it be from me to objedl. My 
objedlion is, that the intercourfe is not to be legulated by 
principles of equality and juftice. Let us fuppofe fair and 
equal admiffion of manufadlures into each country free of all 
duties, which of the kingdoms would fliudder moft; at fuch a 
freedom? The Inlli undoubtedly. We are to give them 
an intercourfe infinitely more beneficial than throwing open 
our ports entirely, and in doing this, we have given to Ire¬ 
land the power of offending us without referving the means 
ev«n of retaliation, much lefs of prevention. 

By the leventh refolution we bind ourfelves in no future 
time to prohibit the export of nw materials to'Irelaiid. 1 his 
IS a meafure which may be found highly prejudicial to our 
manufa6lures. In the courfe of this leftion we have palled an 
a6t to pi event the export of rabbit lls.ins, for the benefit of 
our Int manufatSfory May not other occahons arife, iti 
which It would highly affefi: us to fuller raw materials to go 
out of our hands into thofc of foreign ftates, under the name 
of Ireland , for fuch is the danger that 1 apprehend. A cargo 
of raw materials may be entered at our cuftom houfe fer Ire¬ 
land, but what fecurity fhall we have, either for their being 
cairied thither, or for their ftay in the country if they reach 
It ? Never let us be fo weak as to truft to generofity, when 
mtereft is at flake. 

The ninth refolution, Sir, is that which 1 reprobate the 
moft, and in that no alteration is made. By that refn!ution 
we for ever furrender the only power which we had of en<* 
forcing the due performince of all the parts of the bargain^ 
obligatory on Ireland By giving up all legiflative control 
over the admiflion of her flaple into Britain, we forever throw 
ourfelves on the mercy of Ireland, and hi\e no means of pro- 
teiSling ourfelves againft her future capiices It is by Inch 
means that the right honourable gentleman hopes to produce 
a lafling amity between the two kingdoms he provides ill 
for peace, who deprives himfelf of the weapens of war. True 
policy fuggefls, that with a difpolltion to be amicable our¬ 
felves. 
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felres, we /houl6 he prepared againfl theelFedls of a contrary 
difpofition in others 

In regard to the compenfation, T hardly know in what view 
of It to exprefs my particular reprobation. Ibe cxarSion of 
a permanent proviCpn from Ireland is what I conlider as a 
meafure pregnant with the inoft alarming confequence to the 
liberties and to the conftitution of both countries As an 
Iriftiman, I would never confent to grant it, and as an Eng- 
Itfhman, I cannot accept it What Ireland cannot concede 
with fafety, England cannot receive with grace It has al¬ 
ways been the leading and chara6lenftic privilege of our le- 
giflature, and when 1 Ipeak of ours m this mftance, I may in¬ 
clude the legiflature ot Ireland alfo—to limit all grants of 
fupplies to the penod of one year Thus the fupplics for the 
army ate voted annually, for the navy annually, Ac for the 
ordnance annually, and fo alfo in every cleicription of public 
expenditnie that may any way tend to produce an undue con¬ 
trol ovtr the fubjedl to make them perpetual, even though 
the application of them is to be left to the difpofal of Parlia¬ 
ment, IS a mealure to which I cannot give my confent * it 
eftabliflies a precedent for diminifhing thciole fecurity which 
the domeftic branch of the conftitution poflefles againft the 
encroachments of the executive. Annual fupphes are the 
Vital fource of the influence and authoiiiy which the repre- 
fentative body have, and ought to have, in there fpeiStive le- 
giflatuieof the two countries, and 1 can accede to no regula¬ 
tion that has the operation of impairing fo invaluable a privi¬ 
lege III the frnalleft degree. I obje£t to this compenfation on 
another account, and that is, that I do not think it worth our 
acceptance; for even if the (urplusof the hereditary revenue 
ihould amount to a fum, which might be valuable when ap¬ 
plied to the maintenance of our navy, what fecurity have we 
that the Irifh nation may not withdiaw the fum which they 
now appiopriale to th? aimy ? '1 hey now maintain a very 
confiderahle part of our army I wifli to know if it will not 
be in their power to withhold that fum whenever they fhall 
deem it expedient, after the cilabhlhment of this new fyftem, 
therefore what we gam m the one way, we may lofe in the 
other. We may lole fiom our army w'hat we are to gam in. 
our navy, with this material difference ftill exiftmg between 
the two cafes, that the fopply which is now granted on the 
pa iHHfe Ireland for the fupport of our army, is granted in a 
truly and perfedlly congenial witn the pradlice and 
fpiriTof our own conftitution, whereas the propofed exp&> 
dient of the fervice of our navy, originates ui a violation of 
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both, and cannot operate but to the obvious difadvai^tage of 
the popular department of the Infh Government. The right 
honourable gentleman fays, the furplus of the hereditary re¬ 
venue would be appropriated to the purchale of provifions for 
the navy, and that thus it would he beneficial to Ireland. 
To this I have no objection, I think it would be reafonable 
and advantageous. But to the permanency of the grant, I 
xnuft enter my moft cordial and determined piotett, 1 he 
right honouinble gentleman lays, that heie he would not truft 
to the generofity of Ireland for a compenfation, which h» 
coniiders as founded in jullice. He will implicitly trull to 
her generoUty and kindnefs for the due and vigotous execu¬ 
tion of the trade laws, but he will not trull to hei generolity 
for the return which Ihe fliall make for his piefent benevo¬ 
lence towards her. In this I compleatly differ with the right 
honourable gentleman. I would trulV to Ireland in the cafe 
where he would not, and 1 would not wheie he would If 
there is any nation upon earth, m whom, on a point oi ho¬ 
nourable compenfation, I would have implicit confidence—it 
is Ireland .—but in the due performance of comrpercial regu- 
tions, where the laws ftand for ever m the way of interefl 
and adventure, I would not truft to any people CMfiing. In 
the cafe of the compenfation, the voice of all Ireland would 
be heard in her Parliament. In the .nftance of finifier trade, 
it would be confined to the intrigues between fmngglcrs and 
cuftom-houfe officers, and neither the generofity nor the man- 
linefs of the more enlightened and polilhed part of the nation 
at all would be concerned in thedifculiion. 

The right honourable gentleman has infinuated, that there 
1 $ an immediate neceflity for adopting the lyfiem which he has 
propofed, that is as much as to fay in plain Kiiglifh, he has 
held out the refolutions to Ireland, and the nectffity for 
adopting them has anfeii from his having done fo. 7 his is a 
mo^ of argument which merits a gieat fhatc of countenance, 
whatever truth there may be in the fa6l. Ii eland is not 
however, I truft, fo irratioinl as to infill upon llie lafii 
and intemperate transfei of privileges, demonftrably imnous 
to England. “ But,” lays the right honourable gentleman, 
this fyftem will finally determine every queftion between 
** the two nations, and nothing ran anfe in future to make a 
conteft between them.” I call upon the right honourable 
gentleman to fay, what fecurity he can give us for the certain 
accomplifhment of his prefage. Does he fpeak from experi¬ 
ence^ Evidently not. Experience of the firft, which 1 
conceive to be thebeft criterion by which to determine the 

probability 



P ARLIAME^^TARY A. 17«5. 

l»fohab»Hty of the future, t$ aga^nA Itim. When the noble Lord 
in the blue ribband, iii the year 178c, opened to the Inlh the 
trade of our colonies, the Parliament of that country declared 
themfelvcs fully gratified, and thanked bis Majefty in terms 
of the utmofl gratitude and apparent fatisfa6lion In a few 
months however their voice was heard again In the Admi- 
niAration of which I made a part, their legiflature was de¬ 
clared to be independent, and in addrefles from both Houfes 
of Parliament, they profefled themfelves fo entirely content, 
as not to confider *t poffible that any fubfequent queftion of 
political divifion could anfe between the two kingdoms. Yet 
in the very next felhon they gave indications of new diflatis- 
fa£Iion, and farthei conceilions were made. How are men 
to argue from thefe fadls ? One would imagine, that the moft 
eAeiSiual and fatisfaClory method of quieting the apprehen¬ 
sions, or relieving the exigencies of a difirefled country, 
would be that of appealing to their own teftiinony for a 
knowledge of their circumflances, to colleiSt information 
from themfelves, to defirc them to ftate, m their own per- 
fons, the mcafure of their calamities, and the heft expedients 
for the relief of them. T his was precifely the way purfued 
heretofore. The concefllons were granted on the declara¬ 
tions of the heft informed men in the land—men the beft qua¬ 
lified to know the ftate, the wants, and the expedtations of 
the kingdom. Mr. Hufley Burgh and Mr Grattan, names 
which no man could mention but with the ftneereft and moft: 
cordial refpetSl:, were the authorities on which England pro¬ 
ceeded, and on which fhe relied But this, it feems, however 
fpecious and natural, was not the proper method ot afcertain- 
ing the wants or wifhss of another kingdom. The true and 
oruy means of finally concluding all di^mtes with Iieland, is 
to fend a ftranger there, and order him to addrels himfelf to 
their Senate in fuch language as this “ Hear me, ye men of 
Ignorance and credulity l You know nothing of vihat you 
want, what you wifh, or what would be good foi you— 
truft yourfelves to mo—I am perfeiSl mafter of all your in¬ 
firmities—^here is the fpecific that will cure you, the infalli¬ 
ble noftrum for all ailments.’* It feems that this is the only 
conciliatory expedient for admimftering to the relief of a dif- 
ordered ftate—not to fuffer the inhabitants to fpeak, hut to 
fend a man amongft them ignorant at once of their exigen¬ 
cies, their grievances, and their policy, to propofe wild 
fchemes of extravagant fpeculation, and prefenbe for the dif- 
order, without the painful tedioufnefs of trying to uiiderftand 
It. In compliance with this new idea, Mr. Orde, an Enghfh 

gentleman, 
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mtleinan, the iecretftry vo an EngJiOi nobleman, the JLor4 
Lieutenant for the time, rifes up and prepores-a ik of refo* 
lutions which he pledges himielf to carry into complete exe* 
cution Thefe refoJutions are brought to England, aod after 
two months difcullion are completely and fundamentally al« 
tered Upon th^fe refolutions the right honourable gentle¬ 
man thinks himlelf warranted to fay th it the iyilem will be 
final. The right honourable gt ntleman faid, he mull have a 
fund of credulity who believed all the evidence which the 
manufadurers had giv&ti at the bat In like manner 1 fay^ * 
that he muH have a fund of credulity indeed, who can be¬ 
lieve on fuch premifes that the Inlh will be content with this 
fydem, or that the general tntereiis of both countries can bo 
promoted by its eftablilhment. 

“ It IS poffible,” fays the light honouiable gentleyinan, 
that one country may lofe what another may gain,” I arn 
ready to agree with the right honourable gentleman, that in 
fimiiar manufadiuies, oi even m the fame manufaiSlure, one 
countiy might open channels of commcice unknown to ano¬ 
ther, the one acquire iiches without the other fulFering di- 
m nution . but it fo happens, that between England and Ire¬ 
land, under thefe refolutions, this cannot be the cafe. Their 
channels of confumption aie precifely the fame, and a mu¬ 
tual participation in all markets is the leiding principle of « 
the agreement, Ireland, thtieloie, c.'innot mal e a fingle ac- 
quifition but to the pi oportionatc lofs of England. 1 defy* 
the right honourable gentleman to nient’on any one article, 
and he has not mentioned one, in which li eland may gain 
without England lufFermg a lots, 1 his. Sir, conflitutcs the 
diftindl and prominent evidence of the impolicy of the fyf- 
tem. It IS tins which will ftir up jealoufy between the two 
countries, and make Englifhmen and Inftimeu look at one 
anothci with cold hearts and fufpicious eye^. If any one 
thing demands mote than another the cautious deliberation 
of the Committee, it is that of guarding againfl infidious 
competition; to take care that the new fyftem fliall not mak©^ 
the countries rivals mltead of friends. 

Another obitdion requires a more fatisfaiSfoi y anfwer than 
it has yet obiimed. We have gone great lengths for the 
fuppremon of fmuggling, and have loaded oui conftituents 
With a commutation tax of a rnofl heavy and unequal kind, 
merely to crufli the contraband trade on our coafls. Upon 
tlie very he^l of a moft oppieffive and unequitable.pxpedient 
•for the prevention of fmuggling, we aie preparing to adopt a 
Yol. XYIII, Q^q MW 
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new fyftem, that will<^ivcseto jevesy r|>ecie$ of this mdire^ 
and contraband commerce ten times the vigour and the ge¬ 
niality tliat It ever pofielled in the country. T his is the 
right honouiable gentleman^s conhftency. Jn one year he 
loads the fubjefls with the moft iiitoleiable impofition to 
which they were ever expofed, and the iingle motive, as 
well as the only poflible excufe for it is this, the prevention 
of finuggling. The next, he introduces a rew meafure, the 
obvious and undeniable tendency of which is, to encourage 
all illicit trade to an extent hitherto unkno^\n in any period 
of our hijfloi y, for by means of this new intercourfe, no 
laws, no watchfulnefs, no penalties will have power enough 
to prevent the revival of every fort tif contraband trade. I 
lliall mention only a fingle article or two, to Ihew you 
thq facility which thefe new refolutions will give to the exei- 
cife of Imuggling. At prelent, fo anxious are we to guard 
againil the illicit importation of French gloves, that we 
have had recourfe to a pievention of unexampled rigour and 
leverity. Beftdes the penalty, which Is uncommonly high, 
the perfon in whole cuflody fufpedVed gloves are found, is 
obliged to prove that they were made m this country. The 
vnus ptobandt lies upon the perfon accufed, an inftance of le¬ 
verity unknown to the general penal provilion of our fla- 
tutes. 'When this communication with Ireland is opened, 
wliat will be the coniequence * The perfon has only to fay 
that they are Iiilh. It will be in vain that you call upon 
him to prove that they are manufaiSlured there — and thus 
you will have articles of every kind poured in upon you. 
Silk ftockings is another article of the fame kind. Diftinc- 
tions will be impraflicable, and every fpecies of light goods, 
* of imall package and eaiy transfer, will flow in upon us, to 
the ruin of our manufadlures. 

I fiiall conclude, Sir, with fupplicating the Committee to 
take time to deliberate, and to inquire fully before they decide 
on this fyftem, which muft make an entire revolution m 
the whole fyllem of Bntilh commerce. We have feen the 
benefits of delay. Let us be wife from experience. It is im- 
poflible that Ireland can objedt to our defiring a foher delibe¬ 
ration on a fubjedl fo infinitely important. It is find, that 
Ireland is out of temper, and that file has been irritated al- 
mofi; beyond her bearing. Minifiers are anfwerable for this 
irritation, if fijeh irritation extfts. The violences which they 
committ^ in Ireland deferve the mofi: marked and general 
reprobation. Their attacks on the liberty of the profs; their 
• endea- 
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endeaEvours to pnevest the legal afSd ^dt-ineetiiit|s *jf coia#*“ 
ties to deliberate on the jbeft peaceable means of amendtnj^ 
their defiaent reprefentation; thfeir proceeding againft men 
by fummary attachment: all were violences which, perhaps, 
may have tndamed Ireland, and now Minifters are defirous 
of avoiding the confecioences of irSprudent infult by impru¬ 
dent conceffion —but let us be cautious how we affift them 
in a defign which may eventually turn out as Infidious to 
that cohiitry as it w'ould be ruinous to this; a defign which 
may, perhaps, involve in it another commutation, and that 
a more pernicious one, even that well-known and univer- 
fally-execrated meafure which now bears that name—a com¬ 
mutation ot Enghfii commerce for Irifti flavery. 

Let us remember, that all the manufaftunng communi¬ 
ties of Britain are avowedly againft the fyftem. So generals 
an union never took place as on this occafion. So large a 
number of petitions never were prefeiited from the manufac¬ 
turers on any former occafion; and what is ftill more re¬ 
markable, there is but one folitary inftance of any manufac¬ 
turing body having exprejffed a fyllable in its favour. The 
voice of the whole country is, therefore, againfl: the refolu- 
tioiis. It IS within the memory of all men, that foinetime 
ago the right honourable gentleman was an advocate for the 
voice of the People — “ What,” faid he, when a number of 
petitions were prefented againft the India bill winch 1 had' 
the honour to move, “ will you perfift in this bill againft 
“ the voice of the People ^ Will you not hearken to the pe^ 
titions upon your table —It was ever my opinion, Sir, , 
that petitions ihould be heard, and moft ferioufly attended 
to; but It was not my opinion, that they Ihould always be 
imi^icitly complied with. A diftiniftion Ihould be made be-, 
twe^n petitions, as temporary circumftances, or the caufual- 
ties under which they are prefented, Ihould fuggeft; and I 
ihould certainly be at all times more inclined to pay refpeCt 
to them, when they applied to fubjBfts of which the peti- , 
tioners could, from their habits or otherwife, be confidered 
as competent judges — much more fo, beyond all queftion, 
than when they fpoke merely from vague reprefeiitatious, 
and on topics with which they had no means of being at^ 
all converfant. The right honourable gentleman is of a con¬ 
trary opinion. It is only when they come againft the India 
biU chat he thinks them worthy of notice* When hundreds 
of thoufands come to'our bar, deprecating the countenance 
of a fyftem, which, from their own knowledge they pro- 
V ' ‘ Q^q 2 nouncc 
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notackCft to be nmoni to the ntaaufa£lures of England) he 
tV<»ta them with fotnethtng that tnerits a feverer term than 
Ordain. Mr. Wedgwood, Mr. l^ichardion, Mr. Walker, 
and tlie other great manufadturers, and who from opulence 
land every other confideration, are worthy to be ranked with 
the beft men in this houfe* have received from the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman every fpecies of ill treatment and indig¬ 
nity that the lower or molt degraded characters could receive, 
or the molt contemptuous and violent could bellow. Their 
intelligence on their refpeCtive manufai^ures ought to give 
weight to their petitions as well as to their evidence, and to 
enfure them, not only a decent hearing, but a moil attentive 
regard. The right honourable gentleman, however, confi- 
ders the voice of the People only as facred and commanding 
Where it is exerted againll things upon which the petitioners 
ate not competent to decide. l‘‘or inllance; if when thefe 
gentlemen (who, I daie fay, during the rage of ppofition 
fo the India bill, alio figned pelitions againfl it) were at the 
bar, they had been alkeil if they objected to that bill, and 
they had aniwered in the affiimative, would their tcllimony 
in the one cafe hive been delervmg of the fame notice as on 
the mtereils of their particular mani'fiClures ^ Surely not. 
In the one cafe they Ipoke from wliat they heard, or from 
what they conjedtuicd; m the other, from what they knew. 
Can the Committee think that they know moie of the Man- 
Ohefter manufadlure, than Mr. Richardfon and Mr. Wal¬ 
ker ?—of the iron manufaClure, than the gentlemen that we 
have heard this day and of every other manufacture, than 
the perions who have fpent their lives intheftudy, and em¬ 
barked their fortunes in the progrefs ^ If we do knoW bet- 
jter, let us m the name of heaven difcliarge our confciec^s, 
and f^ak as we think, againR thofe manufaCtuiers; hue at 
any rate let us deliberate, let us take time to think before we 
aCt. Our deciiion will not he lefs efHcacious for being the 
* refult of inquiry; nor i#it poflible that any evil can arife from 
a delay which adToiids fome interval for decent difcuifion. 

Before I fit dnWn, Mr. Gilbert, it may not be amifs to 
fuggeft to gentlemen, that the prefent is a fubjed from which, 
above all others, private partialities or perfonal attachments 
" ought to be totally excluded. This is not a queihon of per* 
fonal llruggle between man and man, a conteft for power, nor 
Ihe mere war of individual ambition. It is a queilion of life 
dnd death for the country—not for the official exiflence of 
this or that ounifter, but for the political exiflence of Great 
' ’ * Britain 
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Britain itfelf* In theconfideration of fuch a anefttnUji tiun'e* 
fore, let gentlemen llnp themlfelves at once 0 /ptejndices and 
prgdile^lJons—let them ^uard their mm^s equally againft an 
undue bias of every denomination, whether of political fym- 
|»thy with the iViinifter, or of attachment to oppofition—■ 
vhether of individual lelpcdl for gentlemen on that fide of the 
houie, or on this—let them recolledl: that the Miiiiller has, 
by his rondudf this day, fliewn and demoiiflrated ^to the 
Houfe, that implicit confidence in him is as dangerous as it is 
abfurd, that mtallihility is no nioie the prerogitive of the 
right honouiabltf gentleman than of the relt of the world. 
He has introduced fixteen new piopofitioiis, the gmeral ob-- 
jedl of which is to corredl and to quilify hiv original lyllem, 
and the particular aim of foine of which is to change the very 
efTence or vital nature of his previous plan. Let us fuppofe, 
then, that this principle of implicit confidence had prevailed 
in the minds of gentlemen, when this fyilem was ori'^inally 
propofed to the houfe, if they hid acceded to the propor¬ 
tions, in the lliape and formation in whi n they eie at firft 
prefented (and that it was for a long fime tlie Mmiller's inten¬ 
tion to obtrude them upon this Houfe with all then original 
infirmities upon their head, is well known to us aid to the 
world) what would have followed 5 Why evidently this-— 
That this confidence fo repofed, would have led gentlemen to 
do that, which in the opinion of the Minifier himftli would 
have been wrong. Let this example, therefore, of the de- 
monftrated and acknowledged peril which relulrsfrom blind 
predile£lion and the total refignation of perfonal judgement, 
warn gentlemen how they fall into the lame erior a fectmd 
tune. The Mmifter himlelf tells them this day, that they 
would have been in the grofleft and moll pernicious eiror m 
which the legiflators of a great country were ever involved, 
if they had trulled entirely to him on a former occafion. I 
will take upon me to tell them that their error will not be 
lefs giofs, nor lefs pernicious, if they trull him too impli¬ 
citly on this, 1 lliall only add, Sir, that he who can under¬ 
hand fo complicated and fo extenfive a fub|e£l upon fo flight 
and tranfient a view of it, pofSeflTes an intelleih not common 
to the general body of mankind, and which certainly cannot 
be the general charailenftic of this Houfe. For one, I can 
truly fay, be mull poflefs an underllanding of infinitely more 
wicknefs and acumen than any to which 1 pretena. He 
pat votes for the propofitions without underhanding them. 



^ilty of fuch a dlefertlon of hts duty and his patnotifm as 
noTbbfequent penitence can pojlli^y atone fQt*~>He facriBces 
the comiuerce of Great Britain at the flirine of private par- 
ttaiity, and leUs his country for the whiftiing of a namd»^ 
The Miniilet who exafls, and the member who fuhmits to 
fo diigractful an obedience, are equally ciiminal. The man 
who, holding the firlt feat m His Majefty’s Council, can 
iloop tp fo dilgriccful and lallacious a canvas, as to left his 
miniftenal exiftence on the decihon of a gieat national quef- 
tion like this, inuft be wliolly loll to all lenfe of dignity, of 
charadler, or manly patrionlm; and he who acquiefces m 
It fiom any other inducement but that of cautious and 
fincere convidlion, fin lenders every claim to the rank and 
eftimation of an honeft and independent member of Parlia¬ 
ment, and finks into the mcannefs and degradation of a mere 
miniftenal inftrument, unworthy the fituation of a fenator^ 
and dilgraceful to the name of an tnghlhman. 

Mii Jea* V Mn Jenk^tifon faid, that in the amendments made in the 
propofitions, the right honoiuable gentleman (Mi, Tox) 
arrogated to himielf a merit that by no means belonged to 
him. T he alterations made were m confequence of a fuller 
deliberation, and the circumftances which aiofc in the courfe 
of the various examinations. He had alfo taken an oppoi« 
tunity of alluding perfonally to him; but in no mftance 
could he charge him w ith any thing more than a fteady and 
faithful attachm-^nt to the party with whom he had the ho¬ 
nour to a6l. Much had been faid, and a gieat weight laid on 
the number of petitions which appeared againft the prefent 
meaiurc; but to fhew how little gentlemen were intitled to 
pride thcmfelves on that circumftance, he took the pains to 
make out a lift of the number of petitions prelented agatiiil 
the propofitions which pafled in favoui of Iieland duiing the 
adminillration of the noble Loid m the blue ribband.* On 
that occafion fifty-fix petitions weie prefented; and on the 
prefent, of w hich fo much had been laid, the number was 
no moie than fixty-four. He concluded with expreffiug 
himfelf ftrongly in favour of coming to a decifion without 
ahy farther delay. 

JUr. Oe»p* Mr. Demffter faid, in the exhaufted Hate which the Houfe 

•w, muft feel thcmfelves at luch an hour, he would be much to 
blame if he detained them long, and would content himfelf 
with exprefting the lati&fa^lion he felt in the alterations this 
mght propofed m the relblutions; at the fame time remark- 
mg) that there were alfo othdr objei5ks of much concern to 

both 
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both coufturies which ought to be included in the prefent 
arrangement. one related td the fifhenes on the coMlf in ’ 

which much difturbance continually prevailed, by the Inlh 
failors fpoiling the nets and otherwife ill-treating the Enghni 
hlhermen, and the latter retoitmg in their turn. He then 
read a refolution, which he intended to propofe to the Houfe 
on this fubjedl:. Another fubjedi, which lie thought fliould 
alfo be attended to on this occahon was, an extraordinary 
duty impoled in Ireland on ihitifh lawns and linen gauzes. 

'I'his he Hated to have taken place, at a time when lieland 
was afluated by vindiftive motives againft Scotland, where 
this manufadlure was in a floutilhing Hate. 

Lord North replied to Mr. Jcnkinlon, by ftating, that in W Nwtli. 
fome alarm arifing on the fubjedl of the prepofitions which 
were otttied in favour of Ireland when he was* miniHer, fe- 
veial petitions weie piefented, perhaps to the number of 
fihy-fix, but the event was, that the petitions were not 
followed up, as the entire bufmefs was arranged be tween the 
xnanufatfluiois, ,in Inlli agent, and His Majelly’s Minillers; 
fo that the petitions < ime againft what was fuppofed might 
liavc been tlie extent ot tlie propofitions, not in faift againft 
the propofition'^ themfelves. His Loidihip then, after re¬ 
marking the time ol the morning in which the Houfe was 
engaging irlell m (o iinpoitant a difcuffion, and the very im- 
perteil confidei ation \\ hicli they were enabled to give a fub- 
jeift which c ime in its pielent ftate io lately belore them, 
moved, 'lhat the chaiiman report piogiels, alk leave to 
“ fit again, and then lli it the Houfe adjourn.” 

The Lord Advocate rp()ke on the fame topic as Mr. Demp- 
fler, and prefied the neceffity of altending to thefe confide- 
rations. 

The cry then becpmmg sery loud for the qneftion in the 
Mlniftti’s fide of the Houle, Mi. i'os rofe and afliired thofe Mr.F^x, 
gentlemen who feeined lo exceedingly defiious of coming to 
an ilTue, that if after all thit had been faid, they peilevered 
in oppofing an adjournment, they mull make up their minds 
to wait yany hours longer, though it was then fi\e o’clock, 
for they were dividing on a queftion of the utmoft impoi- 
tance'tp this country, the confequence of which, if once 
adopted, would be extremely prejudicial. Then addreffing 
himfelf to the Chairman, he told him that he muft inlift on 
his preferving order in the Committee; tlie queftion was 
big with rum to the.fubjeifts of this empiie, and ftiould be 
inoft ferioufty attended to. 

' Mr, 
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Mn Dundas (aid, that the ap|M$arance of d)^ nras 

pleaiifig m the higheft degree^ add the houfe were yet m 
good fpjnts; there was then nothing to prevent the right 
honourable gentleman from entertaining them with a fpeech 
of two or three hcurs if he thought proper; it was a cu> 
cumftance to which he was accuftomed, and the Houfe cer¬ 
tainly always tdt the greateft plealure in hearing him. Ho 
treated the whole of the oppofition as only intended for de¬ 
lay, and faid, he knew of no way of conlidenng the refolu- 
tions but bv printing them firft. 

Mr. Righy thought that manner of proceeding by no 
means the beft on fo grave and important a fubjew:—* 
It certainly well deferved the affiftance of every man 
in the Houfe • but when gentlemen, inftead of contributing 
then counlel,' and encouraging others to do the fame, pro¬ 
ceeded in that wav which was likely to irritate and inflame, 
very little was to bt expefted from the feiult of their dcli- 
beia'ionb. He was by no means inclined to come to any 
decifion on this liihjtdl at prefent, and wi/hed foi time to 
compaie and conlidei the new propofitions this day offered. 

Some altercation here took place between Lord Frederic 
Campbell and Mr. "Vyner, In which Mr. hsoith and Sir 
’William Cimynghame fpoke to order. At length Mi. Vy- 
per being allowed to fpeak, declared, that for his part, he 
could have no pietenfion to an opinion on the prefent quef- 
fion, when two men of the fii ft abilities in the houfe (Lord 
North and Mr. Fox) acknowlcdg-<cl that theie were parts m 
the new piopofitions which they did not undeiftand. He 
was not afliamed fo confefs the fame, nor need he be back¬ 
ward in confefSng, that Ins mind was as much emharrafled, 
and his opinions as much upon the float, as thofe of any 
gentleman m the houfe. lie was therefore well plcafed that 
tlw noble I^ord had ipared him the trouble of moving to 
have the debate adjourned, and in this he hoped the Houfe 
would agiee. 

Mr. Scdtt made fome obfervations on the fummary pro- 
cetding which the hormorabte ^entl^an wifhed this cafe 
to adopt, which might be properly called Vyner’s Abridge*- 
trent—And as to the teoiponfmg expedients attiibuted to a 
noble Loid, in being fatisficd, if he provided for the buft- 
iK*ls at one ieffion, he was apprdhenfive they could not be 
exemplified in tins cafe, as it appealed that the nobil? L»ord 
iiid not wifti this bufinefs to pat's the pre^t feihoA, at any 
rate. 


Mr. 



.' 40 # 


'& E B‘ Avt" fe-'t ‘ ‘ ,' 

Mr. ^rickdah ftid, it was (haiTiefal to can on theC^mit- m, 
tec for a decifive vote on the importakalt ftihje^fc in uie very 
tnoment when fo many alterations were made# and which were 
fo little underilood. 


The Earl of iiurrq^ faid, he had greatly di Hiked the propo- Tli«SarUf 
fitions as opened origmally to the Houfe; but that he ap> Sum|. 
proved fo much of fome of the fixteen refolutions that had 
been read by the right honourable gentleman* that if he had 
time allow^ him to examine them* he verily believed he 
fhoi]fd be induced to vote for part of the propoiitions, though 
he dbrtainly could not vote for the whole His Lordlhip faid, 
the right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer dealt out 
one meafure for himfelf* and another for the Houfe. He had 
brought in the ten propofitions* and fuffered upwards of two 
months to be employed in hearing counfel* examining wit- 
nefles* and receiving petitions. The coniequence was# the 
Houfe had received a large body of ufeful information ; and 
yet* with fuch flrong convidlion of the advantage derived 
tfrom avoiding ralhiieis and precipitancy* the right honour¬ 
able gentleman had that day come down and read Ins fixteen 
refolutions to the Houfe* all of which, he ftiiely would al¬ 
low* were extremely important, and yet he wanted the Houfe 
to vote a leading queftion on the inltant, without examina¬ 
tion* and without inquiry* as fo what Confequences thequef- 
« tion might go to His Lordihip remonftrated on the incon- 
iiftency and unfairnefs of this of condudi m a matter 
where deliberation and caution were fo particularly necelTary. ' 

He took notice that, in the courfe of the debate, fome perfon 
had remaiked that there was no petition from the county of 
York. In anfwer to that obfervation he faid* it liecame ne- 
ceflary that he fliould ftate to the Committee, that a very ^ 

large meeting of the cloth manufaflurers of the county of 
York had been held* that a petition againft the Irifh propo- ^ 

fittons had been figned thereat by a large number of manu- 
fadlurers of cloth, and that letters had been fent up to the 4 

two reprefentatives of the county, delirmg them to prefent 
the petition to the Houfe ; the two members had written let¬ 
ters back* declining to prefent the petition * and among other 
reafons for declining to prefent it* bad declared that they 
ihould vote for the propofitions in confequence of their con¬ 
fidence in the Miniifer. He had fince, bis Lordfhip faid, ' 

been applied to to prefent* the petition, but had not yet re¬ 
ceived It. 

Mr. fFilberforee rofe to iatisfy the Houfe aS to hjs Cdndudl 
in rel^d to the fa£k ftaied by the noble Lord, and'begj^n by 
VoL. XVin. R r Sbfcrif-. 
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, dbfervlng, that he had too much gratilCude to his conAituents 
to ftand in need of the noble lA>rd*| interference to iilimulate 
him to do hiS dutyi He was proceeding to ftate, in glowing 
termb, his fenfe of his obligations to his conftituents, but 
overcome with fenfibility, the fatigue of having fat in the 
Houfe fo many hours, and with the pteiTare of infirinity, he 
funk upon his feat. 

Mt frowst. conftitution would not permit him to 

* continue in the Houfe any longer. He approved, as the noble 
Lord did, of the refolutions that had been read by tlie right 
honourable gentleman, and beheved they would induce him 
to vote with the right honourable gentleman, if he were al¬ 
lowed time to examine them and underiland them, which he 
really did not as yet. To vote, therefore, for whut be did 
not underhand, was a circumilance to which he could not, 
with any regaidto his conicience, accede. Mr. Powys Hated 
fome of the particulars of the refolutions that he did not cor- 
redlly comprehend. He .ifked if there weie not many gen¬ 
tlemen m the Houfe in the fame Htuatjon with himfelf ^ And 
if there were, they Would not a<5l confcientiouily if they did 
hot vote with him On the contrary, they would be trai¬ 
tors to their country, and loH to every principle of honour 
and honelly, if they gave a vote upon a queHion ot fuch tn- 
Bnite importance, acknowledging at the fame tune that they 
did not underHand it. , 

Mn Chin- ^r. Chancellor Pm fofe with confulerable Warmth» and 
ceiiM Pitt. whether the noble Lord chofe to charge him with deal¬ 
ing out one meafure for himfelf, and another for the Houfe, 
or the honourable gentleman thought proper to rife with an 
affeiSled parade both of phrafe and manner, to boaH of his 
confcience, his honour, or his honelly, there were, he trail¬ 
ed, many honourable gentlemen in the Houfe, every way as 
refpedlable for their charaiSers, their property, and then in¬ 
tegrity, as the honourable gentleman, who could fafely aiid 
conftnenttoully lay their hands upon their hearts and vote 
with him upon the quellion. Mr Pitt added fome other 
terms in reprobation of what he termetl the infulting tones 
and manner of the honourable gentleman, which he neither 
merited, nor was he difpofed tamely to fubniit to. Having 
gratified his refentment, Mr. Pitt declated his intention was 
to take the ienfe of the Committee upon one quellion only, 
and that intention he trulled the Committee would have the 
goodnefs to enable him to fulfil. 

Mr. Powys declared, he did not mean to have encroached 
on what he prefumed the right honourable gentleman confi- 

deted 
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dered as his fpdcial prerogative, the right of it£ng infulting ^ 
language to the memi^rs of that Houfe, neither had he wifh* 
ed to have broken in upon what the right honourable gentle** 
man might poihbly eAeem his peculiar privilege, the cuflom 
of throwing feventy and farcafm on every honourable gent 
tleman who ventured to differ in opinion from the right 
honourable gentleman, with every other perlonal affront 
that could fuggeft itfelf to a mind prone to initation, and 
eafily inilamtd. Mr. Powys having exprelled hiinfelf in 
terms like thefe, declared, when he rofe before, he had no 
idea of laying any thing that Ihould have given the fmalleft 
offence, much lefs, that could have provoked fo unfeemly a 
reply from the Mmifter. Mr. Powys explained what he had 
before faid, and repeated, that, in his opinion, thofe gentle¬ 
men who did not underffand the refolutions any more than he 
did, and yet were ready to vote for the ^ueilion, could not 
. anfwcr it to their confidences. 

Mr. Lowther declared himfelf to be one of thofe who did W'* 
not underftand the refolutions, yet who was ready to vote 
dne(T:ly for the queftion, upon grounds of confidence in the 
Mmifter. Mr, Lowther faid, 11 he had not miftakeif, Mr. 

Powys had ufed fuch terms, as ** principles of honour or ho- 
wefty,” in his firft fpeech, which furely was throwing ah im¬ 
putation on every gentleman, who, under the fame circum- 
ftances, meant to vote as he ihould. 

Mr, Powys rofe once more to explain. 

Mr. Fox made a ftiort fpeech in fupport of Mr Powys, Mr, F«f» 
and in condemnation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, de¬ 
claring fuch language as he had held very improper for a Mi- 
nifter to hold to any gentleman who thought proper to dif¬ 
fer with him in politics. 

Mr, Chancellor Pitt faid a few words in reply. 

Sir Ofegory Fa^e Turner faid, be came down to the Houle SirOregorjr 
with his mind made up to vote for the queftion ; that he did ^*** 
not underftand the Refolutions, but could vote with a fafe 
confcience from his confidence m the right honouijillltble gen¬ 
tleman t 

Mr. PV. Stanhope faid, he certainly wiftied to vote with the Mr w. 
right honourable gentleman , but it would be nnpofflble for ®***‘^®P^* 
him fo to vote, the words an equal participation” ftanding 
part of the queftion, whereas, if the refolutions paft, one of 
them contained words that rendeied it impolTible that Irelan4 
ihould have an equal participation of commerce with ns. 

Mr. Wtiherforct read to the Houle the letter which he had Mr.wiiiier- 
received from his copftituents at York, relative to the petition 

Krq. that 
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8^ that had been alluded to by Lord Surrey. Mr. Wilberforce 
fpid^ he and his colleague had only received it on their com¬ 
ing down to the Houfe. 

The Sari of The Earl of Surrey faid, luckily he had the letter in his 
iurrejr. pocket, .iiid hc had read it over fince he was upon his legs be¬ 
fore, and thought it due to t^e honourable gentleman to ilate, 
that he found be had been miftaken m a part of his former 
aift rtion* 

The Attof. Xhe Mtorney General (Mr P. Arden) exprcfled, with fome 
•ijrOenenl of earneftneis)^ Ins lurpiize at the noble Lord and his 

friends complaii. ng fo loudly, fo vehemently, and fo re- 
peati*dly, ol the piecipitancy in puihing themeafure to a de- 
cilion which had been three months before the Houle, and 
many weeks under deliberation, when it mail be in the re- 
colleiSlion of the noble Lord, that above fifteen months ago 
he and his friends had puihed through the Houle at a very 
late hour, upon the fudden, and without notice, three propo- 
iltions of an extenfive and moil fenous nature, and fuch as 
at the time were Jikely to have thrown the country into 
confufion. 

Mr. Eden* ]vir. EJen faid, that his learned friend purfued a llrange line 
of argument m defending the violence of the prefent mea- 
fure, by Hating, that on fome former occailon others had 
adopted a condudl equally reprehenfiblc the learned gentle¬ 
man’s reafoning muft mean either that or nothing. In anfwer 
to that, he would only rematk^ that he never yet had feen in 
Pailiament any mflance of fuch precipitancy, which did not 
ultimately recoil on thofe who were concerned in it. He 
would remind the learned gentleman of a cafe in point —A 
majority of the Houfe, which probably did not vary much 
in any refpefil from the expedled majority in the prefent de¬ 
bate, had thought proper in the triumph of party, and in the 
delirium of political zeal, to force a vote refpcctmg the Weft- 
miniler fcrutiny, at the fame ill-fated hour of fix o’clock in 
the morning, which vote was confidered at the time as a glo¬ 
rious vnSlory, but which now, in the opinion even ot thofe 
who were\oncemed in ir, and certainly in the fentiments of 
the PubliC; was treated as a difgraceful meaiure, never to be 
mentioned but in terms of (name or of indignation. As 
to the ilruggle of the prefent debate, in which fuch intempe¬ 
rate efforts were making to force the Houfe blindfold into 
the adoption of an unknown and moil complicated meafure, 
profefledly involving the neareil and deareil intereils of two 
kingdoms, he was forry to fay that it was an unworthy and 
in idle attempt. It might ferve indeed to ihew a numerous 

hoH 
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hoft of friends ready to refift the tenforaMe ^ , 

adjournment • but the queftions »**«.'"J'*’***?“ ' 

maenitude to be reded on the ftrengthof numbers , and the 
menace of perfevering at att events togo lhaough the 
fitions, or in other words, to mako it a contcft of Y 
ftrensth and conftitutions, rather than fair argument airf 

manly difcuffion. ought not to make /'"Y 

his oL part he had much to fay on the ^1 «red propi^tm^ 

fo far as he was able to comprehend the 

the curfory ftatement of thofe alterations, they were 

comprehenfive and important, and w^t 

feme principal objeaions which had been ftated by himtw 

and otLrs originally. But the alterations were fo various 

and fo extenfive, and fo connedled and interwoven 

whole of this new fyftem of national commerce, that te 

would be pr' fumptuous in the higheft degree to F^tend w 

the fudden to form any competent judgement refpeaing them. 

It was cafy at the firft fight to fee however feme matcml 
omiffions, good care was now taken to fix upon Ireland all 
future laws lefpeamg trade and navigation5 but no 
fore was fettled relative to the iropreffing of fcamen nothing 
was done or propofed as to equalizing the duties on irapo 
of iron, filk, and other raw materials * a boimty was givenoa 
the exportation of Info linen from England, but 2' 

turn on Englifo Imen fent from Ireland. Many 
ters might be fia^ed, but furely it 

think of perfifting in urging forwards the refolutions till t^y 
had been printed, and a few days given foi confidermg them 
in all their heanrgs and probable conlequences. Much be¬ 
nefit had already refolted from delay and deliberation, and 

extreme ohftinacy, and indecent pertinacioufnels , 

The queftion of adjournment was now put, and the Houle 

divided, 

Ayes. *55 

I^goes - --“-“201 
After the divilion againft the adjournment, Mr. firft 

propofed to divide the general refolution njto *^0, which was 
conlented to. He then voted unammoufty the firft. Mr. 

Pelham then moved to amend the fecond, by mfertmg aftCT 
the words “commercial advantages, “ As fat may be 
« confiftent with theeffential mtefeft of foe manufacturers, 

« revenue, commerefe, and navigation of Great Britain. 
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This amendment was feconded by Lord Surrey and was, 
after a ihort debate, rejected. 

Ayes 125 

Noes 249 

After Mr. Pelham’s amendment was negatived, Mr. Shen~ 
daft rofe to propofe one, which, he faid, he ihould not trouble 
the Committee to divide upon, as he meant to renew it upon 
the report, nor would he violate the fyftem of the day, by 
endeavouring to make the Houfe underftand the purport of 
his oppofition before the queilion was put upon it. He ac¬ 
cordingly moved to leave out pai t of the paragraph from the 
words whenever a provifion,” &c. and to mlert 

** Great Britain conhding in the experienced good faith, 
generofity and honour of Ireland, that m proportion to 
her growing generofity, Ihe will contribute to the ne- 
ceflary expences of protecting the general interefts of the 
“ empire.” 

This amendment, which was grounded on fome words of 
the addrefs moved in 1782 by Mr Grattan, in Iieland, was 
negatived without a divifion. The propolition was then 
voted. The Houfe refumed, and adjourned till Wednefday 
next The Committee on the Iriih propofitions to fit again 
on Thurfday next. 

It was agreed that the amended and new propofitions 
ihould be printed. 

The firft divifion took place at feven in the morning, the 
fecond at eight, and the Houfe rofe between eight and nine. 

following is a torreEi Ltjl of the Minority on this occafon, 

A’Court, W. P. A. Efq. Heytfbury 

Adam, William, £fq Kintore 

Amcots, Wharton, taft Retford 

Anfon, George, Efq^. Lichfield 

Anfiruther, John, Efq. Anftruther 

Bamfylde, Sir Charles Warwick, Bart. Exeter 

Bafifet, Sir Francis, Bart. Penryn 

Beckford, Richard, Efq Aiundel 

Bentinck, Lord Edward Charles, Notiinghani/l^ue 

Benyon, Richard, Efq. Peterborough 

Blackburne, John, Efq, Lancafhire 

Bouvene, Hon, W. H, New Sarum 

Brickdale, Matthew, Elq. Briftol 

Biidgeman, Sir Henry, Bart. Weplofk 

Bndgf man, John, Efq ditto 
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Bndgeman, Orlando, Efb, Wigan 
Brown, Launcelot, £fq Hantuigdon 
Bullock, John, £fq. 

Burgoyne, Right Hon. John, PreBon 

Burke, Right Hon. Edmund, Malton 

Carnegie, Sir David, Bart. Aberdeen 

Cafwall, Timothy, Efq, Braklcy 

Cavendilh, Right Hon Lord G. A. H. Derby 

Cavendilh, Right Hoii. Lord George, Derbyihtn 

Charteris, Francis, Efq. Lauder 

Clive, Lord, Ludlow 

Clive, William, Elq Bifliops Caftle 

Codnngton, Sir Willum, Bart Tewkibury 

Coke, Daniel Parkei, Efq Nottingham 

Coke, Edwaid, Efq. Derby 

Colhoun, William, Efq. Bedford 

Cornwall, Sir George, Hart. Herefordfhire * 

Cotes, John, Efq Wigan 
Cotsfoid, Edward, Kfq Midhurfb 
Courtenay, John, Eiq. Tamworth ' 

Cielpigney, P. Champ, Elq. Aldborough 
Crewe, John, Efq. Chtfhire 
Cruger, Henry, Efq. Briftol 
Cunynghamc, Sir W. A. Bart. Linlithgowihlre 
Darner, Hon. George, Dorchefter 
Davenport, Sir Tho. Bart. Newton, Lancalhirr 
Davers, Sir Chailes, Bart. St. Edmund’s Bury 
Delnie, Peter, Efq. Morpeth 
Dickenlon, William, Elq Rye 
Dundas, Sir 1 homas, Bart. Stirlingihire 
Dundas, Charles, Efq. Richmond 
Dundas, Thomas, E^. Orkney 
Eden, Sir John, Bart Durham County 
Eden, Right Hon William, Heytlbury 
Egerton, John William, Efq Brackley 
Egerton, William, Efq Hindon 
Ellis, Right Hon. Welbore, Weymouth 
Elphinflone, Hon G. K. Dumbartonihite 
Erfkine, Sir James, Bart. Morpeth 
Evelyn, William, Efq. Hythe 
Ewer, William, Efq Dorchefter 
Featherftonhaugh, oir Harry, Bart. Porthnoutb 
Fitzhernert, Thomas, Efq. Arundel 
Fitzpatrick, Right Hon. Richard, Taviftock 
Fletcher, Sir Henry, Bart. ComUrkind 

Fder, 
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Foley, Hon. Edward, Worcefterlhlre 
Foley, Hon. Andrew, Droitwich 
Fox, Right Hon, C. J WcftnjJinfter and Kukwall 
Francis, Philip, Efq Yannbuth 
Frederick, Sir Jolin, Bart. ChnJftchnrch 
Hare, James, Eft|. Knarefborough 
Harley, Right Hon. Thomas, Herefordnnre 
Howel, David, Efq. St. MichaeFs 
Hunt, Thomas, Efq. Bodmyn 
Hufley, William, Elq New Sarum 
Jervois, Jervois Clerke, Efq. HampHiire 
Jolliffe, William, Efq. Petersiield 
Jolliffe, Thomas Samuel, Efq ditto 
Keene, Wliitftied, Efq. Montgomery 
Knight R. P Efq Ludlow 
Ladbroke, Robeit, Efq Warwick 
Lee, John, Efq Clithero 
Leeds, Edward, Efq. Ryegate 
Lifburne, Earl of, Oirdigin/hire 
Lifter, Thomas, Clithero 
Lloyd, Maurice, Efq Gatton 
Long, Dudley, Efq Great Grimfby 
Mackenzie, F. H. Efq, Rosftnre 
Mackworth, Sir Herben, Bart. Cardiff 
Maithiid, Vifc. Malmlbury 
Marfti.«m, Hon, Charles, Kent 
Mafters, Thomas, Efq, Gloucefterfhire 
Meadows, Charles, Efq Nottinghainfiiire 
Melbourne, Vifc. Malmjfbury 
Middleton, Sir Wm. Bart. Northumberland 
Milford, Lord, Haverfordweft 
Monckton, Hon Edward, Stafford 
Mont.'gj Rt. Hon Frederick, Higham Ferrers 
Morant, Edward, Efq Yarmouth 
Morgin, Charles, Efq, Breconfliire 
Morftiead, Sir John, Barr. Bodmyn 
Moflyn, Sir Roger, Bart Fhntfliire 
Moyley, Abel, Efq Bath 
New Ilham Nath.in.el, Efq, Lo> don 
Nii-holls, John, Efq Blechingly 
Nonh, H'ln, Lord, Banbury 
North, Hon. G A. Wootton Ba^t 
Onflow, Hon. Thomas, Guildford 
Orde, John, Efq. Wendover 
Owen, Sir Hugh, Bart, Pcmbrokefhire 

Owen, 
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Owen, Hugh, Efq Pembroke 

Owen, Wm. M Efq Montgomery flu re 

Page, Francis, Efq Oxford Univeifity 

Palmerflon, Vifc. Boroughhridge 

Pelham Charles, An. Efq Lincolnfliire 

Pellnrn, Hon. Heiuy, Lewes 

Pelham, Right flon 1 honns, Suflex 

Penrhyn, Lord, Liverpool 

Penruddock, Chirks, Efq. Wiltflure 

Philipps, I G Efq Caeimaithen 

Plniner, Will am, Efq Heitfordfhire 

Pow'ys, 1 homas, Efq. Northamptonfhire 

Kawlir.fon, Sir Walter, Bart. Huntmgdonflure 

Rawlmfon, Ahi im, Efq Lancaller 

Ridlev, Sii M. W But. Newcaflle 

Koget'!, John, F’q Ih Iflcn 

Relhout, Sir |elin, But Evcfliam 

Rufhworth, ]cl'Aa»d, pfq. Newpoit, Hints 

St Auhyn, Sir John, Bait IVnryn 

S‘It, Sunucl, Klq Aldhorough, Suffolk 

SiA'llt, Ho.i R. L. Lincoln 

Siwhiidge, John, Efi] London 

Scott, 1 liOiins, Elq Biidport 

Scudirnore, John, Ffq Heieforil 

Sk< ne, Robert, f f<| fiffflt'ic 

Sloper, Wm, Chas Efq St Albans 

Snevd, Wiltfci, Ffq. Caftlt Rifmg 

Spencer, Ri Hon. LoidChirlts, (^xfoidiljiic 

^pep^tr, Rt lion Loid Robert, Oxford city 

Stanley, Thomas, Itif^ Lancafhiie 

Sttai^hey, Henry, Efq. Bifliops Caflie 

Stuart, Hon James, Butcfliirc 

Sturt, ChirRt, Efq Budpoic 

Surrey, Eail of, Caihflc 

Sutton, Sii PiicIniJ, Boroughbridge 

Tcmpcfl, John, Efq Duilum c.ty 

Tliiflh thwavte, Roinrt, R^. Halite; 

'I horold, Sii Jolm, Lincolnfluie 
VanNick, Sir G W. Dunwicli 
V‘Ugh in, Hon Jolm, Beiwick 
Vaughan, F ."ii Llovd, Efq. Menonetlifhirp 
Vvner, Robert, Efj 1 liirfke 
AValpoIe, H,ai Hoiatio, King’s Lynn 
\V’’a!rham, Loid, Malden 
^\^dw’vn, J , 11 ’cs, Efq Hereford 
VoL. X\TiI. Ss W.dde], 
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Weilde], W lliam, Efq M.ilton 
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7 }jurfday^ May ig, 

A fhort debatr occuirtd on the firft reading of the i^iop- 
tax hill, hut Mr box and other gentlemen (aid, they would 
referve then aiguiiients agamft it until it came to the fecond 
reading. 

Lord Penrbyn called the attention of the Houfe to a petition 
he lately had the honour to prefent from Mi Fuller, agent for 
the inhabitants of Jamaica, complaining of the hardfliips 
th* y fuftained by a deprivation of that intercourle they for¬ 
merly had with the colonies of North America In the de¬ 
tail of their grievances, there were three heads, under which 
they might be divided, of which the lofs of that intercourfe 
before mentioned made one; the (econd was, the high duty 
on (ugar which they wanted to have reduced, and the third 
was, a fimilai complaint of the high duty on rum On the 
two latter aiticUs he dwelt very fhortly, hut on the firft he 
expatiated In confequcnce of a report of the Privy Council 
to which this hulinels was itferred, the prefent reftraint on 
their ufual intercourfe firP took place. A petition, fimilar to 
the prefent, had been fubtnitted to them, but very little re¬ 
gard was paid to it. It was fuggePed to the Privy Council, 
and with much fnccefs, that the provinces of Canada and 
Nova Scotia would be fuPicicnt to fupply the iPand of Ja¬ 
maica with estry ncceflary article which they before had 
from the provinces in general; and it was faid, that Canada 
alone would be able to fupply goo,000 barrels of provipons 
yeai ly But on an average of many years, the real fad! was. 
that Canada wis unable to fupply more than about 10,000 
barrels. Indeed a right honounble gentleman (Mr Jenkm- 
lon) had feme time finct confePld that little was to be ex- 
pe6>ed from Canada in that refpedl, owing to the rigour of 
the climate. Nova Scotia was calculated to contribute in a 
proportion muvh fnialler, and the fame might be faid of the 
other provinces. From the experience of laft year, it was 
manifeil that the intercourfe muP again be opened, as the 
Governor * as obliged, by the very great diPrefs of the inha¬ 
bitants, to in contiadidlion to the orders of Council, and 

fuPer 
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fafFer the importation of provifions in American hottoms. 

He therefore moved, that the laid jjotition be read, which be¬ 
ing done, he moved, that it be referred to a Committee of the 
whole Houfe 

Mr. Jenktnfon^ in oppofition, faid, that at this period Jen. 
of the feilion the Houfe could not, without facrificing much 
of their own convenience, enter on fo important a bufincli as 
that which was now propoled to them, but conlidering the 
influence, which fo important a duty as that on rum and fu- 
gar muft have on the revenue, much mquny and inveftiga- 
tion mult undoubtedly precede any decifion on the fubjedl:, 
and as that was the cafe, he woijild leave thofe two aitides at 
prefent out of the queftion. On the fubje€f of the inter- 
courle he remarked, that nothing could be more injurious to 
any fyllem ol trade or commerce, than by any derangement 
or alteration to divert the legulations for canying it into 
elFeft. Thus the condudf of the Governor of Jamaica, m 
admitting the fhips of the United States to fupplv it with 
provifions, contrary to exprefs orders of His Majefty’s Privy 
Council, could not fail of doing it pnv *te mifchief, for the 
veflels which lailed from Enghnd finding the place already 
fupplied, were under the neceflity of felling below prime 
coft and the American veflels alio met with their difap- 
pointments, which wtic likely fo to operate as that neither 
of them would be very ready to go out until fome more re¬ 
gular and final arrangement fhould be made. 'I his mter- 
courfe, of which they feemed fo defirous, was, in his opi¬ 
nion, to be avoided; for the Ameiican veflels, inflead of 
taking in return the produce of the ifland, fold thtir cargoes 
for ready money, and afterwards went to traffic on th't to 
the French iflands. He alfo ftated, that on an average of the 
exportation of rum from Jamaica, in the feven years preced¬ 
ing the war, it amounted to little more than 400,000 pun¬ 
cheons, But in one year it evidently rofe to 800,000, in 
the laft year, when the intercourfe with America was en¬ 
tirely clofed, the exportafion rofe to 1,200,000 puncheons. 

He enteied into calculations to (hew that the provinces re¬ 
maining to the Bntiih empire would be fully adequate to the 
fupport of Jamaica, ;^nd at all events contended that this was 
too late a feafon to enter on fp fenous a hufinels^ 

Lord Penrhyn replied 

Lord North agreed with the right honourable gentleman in Ld. North 
the principle, that an interruption of any fyftem muft have 
bad coniequences, but in the particluar pircumflances now 
alluded to, the Governor was perfectly juftifiable. His Lord- 
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fhip, after arguing ably on the fubjeft, agreed that this was 
too late a period of the itflion for entering on fo unportant 
a bufinefs, 

Mr. Alderman Watfon argued, that theBritilli provinces in 
America would be fufficient for the fupplies ot famaica On 
tlie«rtichs of liimbei and ftavts, he was well convneed that 
New Brunlwick \lont was competent: to lupplv them, at ill 
events It would be proper to try every other lu btfou wo 
ihould give cNti to*^dinaiy advantages to the AmeiraP Starts 
There was noihuig in their coiuluiEf either in prtli ivi-ig the 
faith of then trt itios, in their ulage th( unhappv luhjtfls, 
01 in the 1 Iv. indhng tr lihc with the ifl ind of J 1111 et 1 t d mg 
good*: and nev'^r paving for them, but receivinr leuly money 
fo) tiiMi ovi n , tiieic was noiliing in ill tins wlnth iliould in¬ 
duce tiv’Houit, to lici'fice to them tin 'dvintiaes w'hich 
weie bettor pro fen til to the lubn f's of tli“ Li'tilli emp'ro ; 
he would therefore oppi 1 llie preltnt iroirxi 

Mr Fm\ did not lot any rollon Vvhy the pi fent motnni 
rnt uld he rejcd'f'-ci it would not only bad me Floulf nn- 
meiharely to a dtcihon on the iiieiiu’-is hill to he .doptid, 
which w'OliIcI undouhtfdly take lonie tune to confl'Vi—-hut 
ir offered ih it information to the HoiiU, which wt)i U hr ne- 
ci hary to diiedf tliem in future jiroceodings A'^hcn the 
Ik u e c irae to decide upon a mciluri, it would luiely he 
then duu to deliherale coolly and dilpaffionali ly, wnliout 
any cf tint \iruUnce which tin honourtlili aUuiman fo 
liolirfltd Without coniidcnng what would he ad- 
vantigtous to Amenca, 'hey v^ere to weigh tire intiitiis of 
the Biitifh emjnre, and though America nnglii have t iken it 
amifs, It wis not the hufintls of the Houk to mutate them 
Jn W'hat was repiehenfible, or piocecd on vindiclivc piinci- 
pks. 1 hey flioulJ neither adt^pt a mt ifurehcc lule it was in¬ 
jurious to them, nor rejeeSf it becaufe it was lei vice ible For 
the puicni he would recommend to go into a Committee oa 
the petition, as a piehminary tofutuie iriveflig'ition. 

At*'I fome farther converlatioii the cjueflion was put on 
Lord Penibyn’s motion, and rejedlcd without a divilion. 

1 lie previous bufinefs liaving been thus concludcvl, the or¬ 
der of the dav, for going into a Camimittee on the Trifli Pro- 
politious, was called for and read the Speaker left the chair 
of tile Houle, and Mi. M A. Taylor took the chair of the 
Committee 

sir Chancellor Fitt rofe, and without making any pre¬ 
paratory fpeech, moved the following refolutioii, the third of 

the 
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the piopofitions which he had opened to the Committee on 
the foiinei clay 

“ "1 hit towards carrying into full effecEl fo defiiable a fet- 
“ tlenient, it is fit and pioperthat all ai tides, not the growth 
** or manufadure ol Oint liiitam or Irelmd, fhould beim- 
“ ported into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, un- 
‘ der the fim'^ legul itions, and at the lame duties (if lubjed: 

“ to dunes) to winch they are liaule when imported diredly 
“ fiom the place of their growth, produd, or manufadure; 

“ and tiiat ill duties orig'ti d!y paid on importition into either 
couiuiv rdj'et tiv^ly, excent on arrack and foreign biancly, 

“ and on imn, and dl of llrong waters not imported 

“ lion the ikinlh cr'lopRs in the Weft Indies or Ameuca, 

“ flnll be fully dniwn hark on e'cportation to the other ” 

As foon as tlR r!> iirni m had re id the reloliition, 

Lord 1 ole he obleivtd, that though he hadtak.cn Ld Kcaidu 

the liberty on I hum! »y hft, oi ralhei on biiday morning, to 
addtcls the Comniitti e on the fubjedl of the Infli propofi- 
tions, yet Ilia .11 r,urn< nts went lallicr to prove the propiitty 
of (LI IV, th in the u ipohc y of the fyftem the alterations 
th It h.id been inttoducecJ on thatdiy liad io completely 
ching'd the niiurc of tlie onginal propolitions, that he 
thougiit time ought to have been dlowtd to Pailumcnt and 
to the K ition, to conriilci themveiy maturely, before the 
light honoui ihic gcnticni in ftioukl prefs foi a hnil deciflou 
upon them, however, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was dcrii-niiud not to wait tdl the country could be ap- 
pilled oi il) I'rcii iti'iis, lit conceived it to he bis duty to 
ftite to t'u CotijitMiiee t"e ohjeeHions that flruck. him on this 
\tiy ini(ioitinf liniineia his right honouiahle friend (Mr, 
box) IjI.I inti iCvl iu ! ngely into it on I huilday, and handled 
It vvkii lO nuit!i anility, that he fhould not on this day be 
under the iicLtditv oi taking uji much of the time of the 
Com'in lire m making the remaiics that occurred to him oa 
this octafion, lie I new it was not regular for a member to 
fpeak to my lelolution that was not immediately before th« 

Houic ; but as he vvilhed not to tiouble the Comiiuttee more 
than onci tins du, he hoped he fhould be permitted to Ipeak 
againft thedilftient parts of the fyftem, though a particular 
part only w is at that moment under conluleration. 'I he 
piopoiitions whicli formed the bafts ot the fyftem, that was 
finally to adjult the hitercourfe urtvveen Great Britain and 
Iicland, were generally, hut erroneoufly, called the Infh Pro- 
pofttions ; every man acquainted with the hiftory of thebufi- 
nefs knew that they did not originate with lieland, that Ire- 

land 
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laiid never called for them; but that they were o^red to that 
country by a gentleman (Mi. Orde) who^ though he was at 
that tune a member of the Irifti Parliament, moved the refo- 
lutions under the weight and authority of tile Engliih Minis¬ 
try. This new fyfteiu of intercourfe was therefore the free¬ 
will offering of England rather than the demand of Ireland, 
and coniequently tt could not be faid, that in opening to the 
IriAi the Britiih market, the Minifler could with any decency 
urge the plea of neceffity , for he was giving what had never 
been afked, what had never been thought of but by htmfcif. 
Indeed no man could fuppofe that Ireland would a(k for it, 
Ihe could not afk for it cx debtto jujittue , if ilie could, he 
would readily admit the claim, he would do hei jullice, let 
the confequcnce be what It might —-Jiat ruat calum: 

but juftice was out of the quell ion , this country had done 
many things liberally and generoully towards [leland , fhe 
had admitted her to trade to the Britilh colonies, and what 
was an aft of gencrolity in the Parliament of England, ought 
not to be made the ground of a claim of right on the part of 
Ireland toalliarein the Briti/h mai kets, which ought to belong 
exclufiveJy to the Butilh manufafturer. No man could be 
farther than he was fiOiii wilhing to deprive Ireland of any 
commercial advantage, on the contrary, he would moil; glad¬ 
ly admit her to a participation of every advantage in trade, 
provided fhe was fo connefted with us as to form one people 
with us, under one government, one legiflature , were the 
two countries perfeftly united under one Parliament, he 
ihould, as in duty hound, conhder their interefls as one and 
the fame, undivided and infeparabie ; but until the happy day 
Ihould come, that Ihould make the two kingdoms one, he 
did not conceive it to be either jufi or equitable that the one 
Biould heenr'ched at the expence of the other, and yet this 
muft neceflarily he the cafe, if the Britiih market was ever 
thrown open to the Inlh ; for then Ireland would impovenfh 
the Engli/h manufaftureis, by whom the immenfe taxes of 
this country were paid, whilft Ihe would not contribute from 
her wealth to the public burden The right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, (Mr. Pitt) who never milled an opportunity of attack¬ 
ing him, had vindicated his coiiduft by faying, that the no¬ 
ble Lord m the blue ribband had already given away fo much 
to the Inlh, that very little remained to be given to them. 
It was remarkable that he thus wiihed to exaggerate what 
had been done i** *7^0^ when the free trade was given but 
the right horcurable gentleman foon forgetting this, had af- 
ferted on a former occalion, and this he would have undtfr- 

ftood 
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Hood as thp ground of his jufliiication, that the noble Lord 
in the blue ribband had done To little for Ireland, that without 
what was propofed now in her favour, (he would reap no ad¬ 
vantage from the pretended free trade that had been voted to 
her Here were two very ftrong contradictions, for the con- 
ceflions of 1780 were, as occafion required, reprefented as 
giving every thing and nothing^. Truth, perhaps, was not to 
be found in either of thefe propohtions, it probably lay be¬ 
tween both. Much was given in 1780, and much was pro¬ 
pofed to be given in 1785. To prove the former, he had only 
to point out to the Committee the (late of the importation of 
fugars into Ireland, by a direCt trade from the Weft Indies, 
for the four laft years, in 1781, the year after the trade was 
opened, the importation of fugars was no more than feven 
thoufand hundred weight, in 1782, eighteen thoufand ; in 
1783,thirty-three thoufand; and in 1784, it fell to twenty- 
feven thoufand. Every man muft furely admit, that this di- 
red trade, which had not been enjoyed befoi , mult have 
produced very confiderable advantage to Ireland, and there¬ 
fore It was not true that fo little had been granted in 1780, 
that without what was now called for, it could be of no fer- 
vice. He had very ftrong objeClions to any extendon of the 
colony trade beyond what was marked out in 1780, and for 
very iubftantial reafons. He was of opinion, that it was on 
the moft politic and rational grounds that the monopoly of 
the Britifh market h id been fecured to the Bntifti Weft-India 
planters they contributed in a very great degite to the re¬ 
venue of this country, and in a great menfure enabled it to 
bear the heavy burdens with wdtich it wav loaded it was po¬ 
litic therefore, it was juft, that they (hould have no competi¬ 
tors in this market, he knew very well, that there were per- 
fons who were hoftile to this monopoly, who were hof- 
tile, indeed to every monopoly, and who thought that 
rivalihip and competition ought to be encouraged in every 
ftate foi the benefit of the people. Among the enemies 
to monopoly in general, he would clafs a very refpedabte man, 
and a very able writer, who had long laboured for the pub¬ 
lic good ; he meant the Dean of Gloucefter but ftill, not- 
witnftanding this great authority, he would not confent that 
the monopoly of our market, enjoyed by the Weft-India 
planters, (hould be dedroyed , and fo ftrongly had be always 
been attached to this monopoly, that he would not fuller pnve 
fugar, taken during the war, to be brought into market and 
confequently be could not be a friend to the meafurc now un¬ 
der confideration ; for though many modifications, fug^f ft d 
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by the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, had been adopted by the 
right honourable gentlemrfn, who had fo far rendered his pro- 
pofitions lefs objedlionable, ftill he had reafon to apprehend 
that Iteland, by being permitted to fupply the Bntiih mailcet, 
by circuitous trade, with fugar, might fend into thiscountiy 
gieat quantities of foreign fugais , and his apprelu nfions were 
far from being without foundation, for, in the firft place, the 
Infli, fliould they be inclined to carry on an ilht iiade with 
the French colonies, and merchants gciicrally puifued their 
own interefls m preference to thofe of the btate, rniglit fupply 
themfelves with french fugars at i6s a huniired, when the 
fame quantities would coft 25s in the Britilh illinds Flerc 
then was a great temptation to the Irifh to trade with the for¬ 
mer rather than the latter, though contiary to law I he light 
honourable gentleman had indeed guarded again It this, as far 
as he was able, by providing checks that ihould pievent the 
importation of Fiench fugars into Liigland 01 Tieland , but 
the fecunty that was to he derived from thele checks to the 
Bntifli planters would be deluHve and imaginary. 

It w IS propofed thatcveiy iliip touching at Tieland on her 
way from the Weft Indies ftiould be piovid^d with a certifi¬ 
cate fiom the officers of the Cuftoms in the ifland, that the 
cargo was the produtft of Britifh colonies , that each fliip, on 
hei ariival in England from Tieland, fhould produce this 
ceitificate, and that if file did not bring all the cargo at 
once, file fliould be at liberty to bring it at lome other time, 
on being fiirnifhed with fufficient documents to piovc that 
tlie fecond cargo was part ot the fiiJfi ftated in the oiiginal 
ceitificate, fo that foi inflance, if having on board tv^enty 
thoufind weight of fugar upon leaving jaimici, jin' fhoulii 
land fifteen hundred in freland, and c irry the remainder to 
England, ftie would then get credit foi the fifteen hundied 

10 left m lieland, which flic would be permitted to bnng 
over at any other period ; and under pretence of importing 
Biitifli, ilie might import French lugar to that amount for 
after having been refined, it would be abfolutely imjioffible for 
the I nglifli Cuftom-houfe officers to afcertain whetliei it 
had been, when m its moift ftate, brouglit fiom a IJiitifli or 
I rench ifland; and theiefore, to open this market to Irifh 
ihips wntli fugars on boaid, after having toucliCvT at freland, 
would be ojiening a door for the admiffion and falc of I rench 
pioduce, to the gieit prejudice of the Englifh jilantcrs, 'who 
dcieivid fo well of this country, and were wel* entitled to 
e-* 11 y indulgence md privilege that could be btffiowed upon 

11 cm. Ii. a inaUcx of fo much moment, he would not trufi 



A. 1785. D E B 'A' T E S. 

to the diligence of Infh officers: if he could plate the fame 
reliance on all officers of levenue iri Ireland, that he did ip the 
gentleman who was at the head of the Tevenue in that coun- 
try,jhan whom there was not a more able, a more upright, 
ora more honourable man m any kingdom; or that he could 
in the Board of Commiffioners, who were men of ability and 
mtegiity, perhaps lie would feel the objedtion on this head 
greatly diminilhed; but it was well known that it was only 
m Dublin, Cork, Limerick, and a few other great towns, that 
the revenue laws were ftridlly enforced; it appeared from the 
report of the Iii/li Commiffioneis of revenue, then on the 
table, that in other parts of the kingdom the laws were ill 
obeyed, nay, that it was almoft impoflible to enforce them* 
Wheie then could be the fecunty, that the checks piovided 
in tlie propolitions, to guaid againft the importation of 
french lugars, would be ltt'<5lly obferved in thofe parts of 
Ii eland, here the Commiffioners confelfed that their own 
revenue laws were difobeyed ^ He was aware that the right 
honourable gentleman might reply, that formejrly this coun¬ 
try trail'd to the Inffi Cuflora-i^®^^^ execution 

of the levenue liw'-, for when a fhip fiom the Weft Indies, 
toiich^ig at Ii eland, landed goods there and was then per- 
mittipd to invoice her fugaro, to Great Britain, the officers 
might be corrupted, and enable tl s owners to evade the law* 
But this reply could not be deeued fitistaiSloiy, for when 
this could have Iiappencd, Ireland was under the control of 
thiscountiy, and had any abufe of thit nature been difcq- 
vered, the Iiifti Commiffioners, and ill thole who derived un¬ 
der them, might have been punilhcd, as they were all amena¬ 
ble to the luperintending aaihonty and jurildiJfion of the 
Britifti Parliament but this vvis not the cafe at prefent; 
Ireland wms now an iridtixindent country , llieliad a fapieme 
and fovrrugn legi Hal lire of l-oi own, to winch, and to no 
other, were all the difteient boaiJs and departments of Irifti 
revenue fubjtcft and lelponfibU , ihciefore the grounds oa 
which the Britifli Parliament had trufted to Infti officers^ 
for the execution of the laws foi years ha^, having been dc- 
ftroyed by the recognition of the indepeimenec of the Infli 
Parliament, no argument could he drawn from the former 
truft foi a contuuulion of it, uivdei circumftances totally dif¬ 
ferent. Whilft the control of this country over Ireland ex- 
ifted, abufe might have been corre«£led; and if no other 
remedy could have been difcovered, England could have 
MiaiSfed, that no Iiiili ftiips bringing fugais to this cointry 
VoL. XVUI. Ti from 
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the Wed Itniies fliould to^ch at Ireland, 6r break bulk 
thene, and thus the grievance would have Been eahly reme¬ 
died ; for It wa<« not in confequence of any compa£k that the 
trade from the colonies to England, by a direft navigation, 
was open to Irifh ihips, but becaufe from the hrft enaiSImg 
of the navigation laws they had been confidered as Britiili; 
and he hoped he IHouId never fee the day when they would 
ceaie to be confidered as fuch. It was not in confequence of 
any coinpadl that Iriih fhips laden with rum and fugars were 
permitted to land tlie former in Ireland, and then proceed 
with the latter to England; and therefore this country might, 
without the violation of any agreement, refume what had 
been given only through indulgence, and forbid thefe fhips 
fi om Hopping in Ii eland. this therefore was a check at that 
time againft abufes, but it would be loft for ever, ihould the 
prefent plan be adopted by Parliament; for as it was to be 
final, fo It would tie the hands of this country, and take horn 
her the power of making any alterations in future, however 
neceflary they might be, without the concurrence of the Irifh 
Parliament, It was therefore the more incumLent on the 
Committee to paufe a while, left they fhould commit an enor, 
for which they could not of themfelves apply a remedy; they 
had a lucky efcape already; for had the propofitions pafled 
foon after they were at fir ft propofed, England could not 
have renewed the Eaft-India Company’s charter for an exclu- 
flve trade to the Eaft, without the concurrence of Ireland, 
The right honourable gentleman had faid on a former day, 
that though it fliould be put m the power of Ireland to fup- 
ply the Britifh market with Weft-lndia commodities, ftill it 
was very improbable that flie would ever do fo; for though 
fhe had a free trade to the iflands fince 1780, flie had not im¬ 
ported a fufficient quantity of fugar for her own confuinp- 
tion, much lefs for exportation; and fhe had drawn a vei v 
confideraMe fliare of it for her own ufe from England. But 
he was not to be deceived by this fpecious mode of reafoning; 
he admitted that Ireland had been fupplied fince 1780 with 
great quantities of fugar from this country, but he con¬ 
tended that there was good ground for thinking that this 
would not have happened had Ireland been at liberty to fup- 
ply Great Britain; for it had been acknowledged by the right 
honourable gentleman, that Ireland having once had the Bn- 
tifh maiket open to her, might indulge in fpeculations, and 
confequently import from the Weft Indies fugar enough not 
only for her own confumptior, but alfo to find to England, 

whenever 
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whenever there Biould he a fcarcity of that comixlodity in the 
latter. But to do away the force of this obfervation, the 
right honourable gentleman had alfo obferved, that there was 
one thing that would operate ftronglv againft Ireland in fnch 
a (peculation, and that was the double freight* for the price 
of freight and inlurance from the Weft Indies was the lame 
to Ireland as to England ; the Inlh merchant therefore would 
be fubjeiSfed to the exigence of landing, re-fliipping, and ano- 
thci freight and inluiance to England, togethei with double 
poit duties; and thence the right honourable gentleman 
would infer, that the Trilh mei chant could not, with ad¬ 
vantage to himlelf, lupply thfe Bntifti market; but furcly he 
muft have forgot, that even at this moment Ireland diew a 
great part of her fugar from England; and if his principle 
was true, the latter could not fupply hei to hei own advan¬ 
tage, for fhe could do it only by double fieights and double 
infurances therefoie the very circumftance ot lieland*s being 
fupplied from England with fugar, demonftrated, that even 
under double freights and infurances a profitable trade could 
be carried on. But he would go a ftep farther, and alk, who 
would undertake to fay that the price of freight and infur- 
ance would always remain as high from the iflands to Ireland, 
as from them to England ^ The probability was, that it 
w'ould be confiderahly reduced, and the foiceibf the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman’s aigument would propoitionably dimi- 
nifli. Hitherto he had Ipoken of the trade of Ireland with 
England, in articles the giowth or pioduce of the colonies ; 
he would now beg leave to lay fomething with refpedl to the 
mtercourfe in tl^e exchange of manufaiStures. It was by thefe 
that the revenue and greatnefs of this kingdom were upheld ; 
and theufore whatever ihould tend m any degiee to afFe»51: the 
one, would neceftanly affedl tlie other. The Committee 
ought therefore to proceed with the utmoft caution in thebu-r 
iinefs, left they Ihould inconfiderately given blow^ to the ma- 
nufadiures that would lecoil upon the levenue. In licland 
the manufadlurer was m the poileflion of advantages, which 
were unknown to thofe who were employed in the lame line 
of bufinefs in this country; labour and pros ifions weie 
cheaper in the former, and this circumftance could not fail la 
give the Itifli a ftiperjonty m our market. It had been faid 
indeed, that the benefits arifing from the cheapnefs of labour 
and proviftons m Ireland were fufficiently balanced bv the lu- 
penor (kill and capitals of the Euglifti mauufaeSfurers. But 
did gentlemen lecolledl, that notwithftandmg this fuperionty, 

T t 2 manu- 
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manufactures had been eftablifhed in Ireland, which at this 
moment rivalled the like branches in England ^ That they 
had thilven and advanced to maturity and perfection under 
the difadvantages arifing from fmali capit ils and inferior 
Ikill 5 What then would be the cafe, Ihouid the opulent ma- 
mifaifturers of England emigrate to Ireland, and cany with 
them their fltill, tbeir worl men, and then capitds-' 

The Committee could not forget, that it had heen given 
in evidence, that in\itations had been Tent, and encuinage- 
ment held out by people in Ireland, to the Englilh manu¬ 
facturers to go over and fettle there, and it was in the re- 
colleCtion ot every membei, that Capta.n Eiooke, in hib 
letter on thi»' fubjeCt to a i>er(on in England, had afTuied 
him, that provifions and labour were much chrapei m Ire¬ 
land than in England. lie v\ i*' await- indted, tbit it was 
in evidence before the Committee, that in fome blanches of 
manufacture the wages of the w orkm.-n were as higli theie as 
in great hntain, and that m fE'bljn tliey were e\c;n Ingher 
but gentlemen wmuld give him k ivt toobferve, tint though 
high prices might be given to ver/ fkiltul \/orkmcn, m the 
infmcy of an eAablifliment, yt t when it fliould once have 
tilcen root, and the number of peifons inftiuCItd in the 
manner of manufacturing become great, wlio would fay that 
the wages would continue as high as at prefent ^ No one 
furely would venture to allert, that in a country where pro- 
vifions an<l living were very che ip, the pi ice of labour w'ould 
long remain as high as it might be there even at this moment. 
He had good ground then tore for apprehending, that Ihould 
the Enghfli market be thrown open to the.Inih, the Eng- 
lith manufacturers mult necelTinly fuffir, and with them the 
revenue of this country—a matter of feiious alarm and 
weighty conlideration to the Committee.—The inducement 
held out to gentlemen to adopt the prefent fyftem w'as, that 
It would finally fettle all the difpiitcs between the two coun¬ 
tries, and efiablifh a latling peace and harmony on the ruins 
of jealoufy, difeontent, md refentment. A very defirable 
objeCl unqueftionably—but he did not know that it might 
not be obtained at too heavy an expence, if the profperity 
and cffential intcrefts of the manufacture! s of this country 
were to be put under contribution in order to defray it,— 
Stippofing, however, that he Ihould, for the fake of perma¬ 
nent harmony, confent to all the propoiltions, he had very 
Ilrong doubts whether that fo-much-wilhcd-for harmony 
would be obtained. He found in the i6th refolution an 
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He did not perfe^ly underftand what was meant by fupport- 
ing a minifler in the general line of his politics, and not parti¬ 
cipating in the merit or demerit of his meafurcs. He doubted 
at the ume time, whether fome of thefe, at leaft, did not m 
part originate with a right honourable gentleman (Mr jen- 
kinfon) whom he faw iti his place He had movtd for the 
cxtraordinaries of the aimy, and army eilimates, which con- 
ilituted moft of the exprnce incurred by that fatal war , cer¬ 
tainly this was bearing a part in accomplifiung the lyftem 
which It was Ihll part of the piefent politics not to forget 
Where therefore the right honourable gentleman’s mighty 
dillindfion between thofe who hcfiiended one party,and thole 
who befriended the othei, lav, he knew not. tiut the truth 
was, his right honourablt triend had unde a coalition which 
he had avowed and defended, while ttie right honourable gen¬ 
tleman oppofite to him took every oppoilunity of declaring, 
that he had made a coalition with a let of men wdiom he was 
alhamed of. As to the tax, it Ihuck him as every wa^ oh- 
jeilionable T he right honourable gentlemen in.agined that it 
would not he evaded, becaufe, in thecife of hngb lei vae.ts, it 
was only h ilf a crown, and in no cale above rtn ihill ngs. But 
he w I Hied gentlemen to recolledf, tlia m in.mv lamil.i s one 
fervantwas often kept rathei out of char.ty than from any very 
nrgtnt TKcelhty Her wages, to be luie, was trifling j hut 
|lie would, in conlequence of tins tax, fuhjcfl the family 
where Ihe w.*s to thirty finllings a vear more tlian they would 
otherwiie have. He thought therefore that the tax operated 
againfl humanity, and he would certainly give it all the op- 
pofition in his power, both m this and every other ftage of its 
pi ogrefs. 

Mr Jetibnfon avowed his fupport of the Ameiican war, 
and the generality of the meafuies adopted by the noble Lord 
in the blue ribband. But thus he did, becaufe it was popular 
to a vciy high degtee, and fupported by a large majoiity 111 
thnt Houle, he honouiahle gentleman however betiayed 
his Ignorance of public bufinefs, when he inferred, that be¬ 
caufe he movtd the extraordinaries of the army, &c. that 
therefore he was a puncipal in the bufinefs Thele all were 
orders from the Treifurv, where they originated, and he only 
moved them oflicnlly He thtn recurred to the tax, which 
he infilled would atfld only the mailers of families, not the 
fervants, and he was lute no man would turn away any fer- 
vant for half a crown. He trufted that therefore the tax 
would be admitted. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Shei idaH replied, that the right honoundde gentktnan Mr She..^ 
had certainly raiftaken the point m queftioii, as no one had 
fuppofed that a family would turn off a fervant for half a 
crown; but that where thiee were kept, one of them would 
probably lole her place, that the tax, which would otherwile 
be thirty Hiillings, might by that means be reduced to ten: 
confequently the tax fell on the female, whom, m this man¬ 
ner, It deprived ot bread. 

Mr. .ourtenay faid, the circuraftance of a tax iinpofed on Mr 
women was of itfelf a fufficient inducement to him to Hand up 
in their defence. Of all taxes that ever were introduced it was 
the moft unprecedented, and that from which the worft con- 
cluiions mull be drawn. For furely it mull be fuppofed that 
all other commodities were taxed to the utmoll extent, when 
a mealure was diie£led to that commodity at which no other 
Chancellor of the Exchequer e\er publicly prelumed to 
point. It was an ohje<5l from which he adviled the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman to defiH in time, and be warned by a 
precedent, which he would repeat to him, as extraxSled from 
a celebrated book, entitled Bryant’s Mythology. <In this the 
celebrated llory of Orpheus was explained in a manner not 
the lefs probable for being new; for it fays rh.vt Orplieus was 
fome Chancellor of the Exchequer in one ot the States of 
Greece, and not being fo indulgent to the Lubes as might he 
expedled, they inilidled on him that puniihmeut which tho 
poets reprefented as fo exceedingly fevere. This was to him 
a more natural account of Orpheus than the other flory of 
his tollowing his wife Euridice to Hell, and looking hick at 
her from an impuHe of affei^ion; at leaft he was confident it 
was moie in the manner of modern times, few hufbands ex¬ 
claiming m the language attributed to Oipheus by Virgil, 


Ah mifiram Eundiccn ' anima fugicnte vocabat 
Eundicin, toto rtfereuant flumine npx 


He wotfld recommend to the right honourable gentleman to 
be tender of meddling with the fex; their enmity was fatal; 
for howet^er Orpheus’s death may be accounted for, it was 
certain that it was occafioned by women, and even that his 
own wife hart a hand in it. An attempt of this kind termi¬ 
nated once before in the death of a mmiftenal man, and hap¬ 
pened in the reign of Richard II, The idea which the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer now refumed was at that tiiAe firfl 
Harted of taxing female commodities. It was alledged 
agamil the tax, that the commodity was not yet liable to it, 

not 
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not having arrived at fufficient maturity to be liable to the 
opeiation. On this an excifenian was lent to examine into 
the affau, and firft conlultmg the then Mailer of the Rolls, 
he gave it as his opinion that fuch a fcrutiny wrs legal. 
Howevei the unfortunate emiflary was interniptca in the 
progrefs of the fciutiny, for it not meeting with the aj.pro- 
bation of a man Lmous in thofe days, and whoio llcry is well 
knoi;vn yet, called Wat Tyler, he put tiie excileiiiaii to 
death, and afterwards railed a \iolent commotion, which 
was happily lupprefled by the Lord Mayor oi T^oudon Now 
as this example leemed to be followed pretty clolrly in thelc 
days, where was the impoflibihtv that the circumftances might 
not more fully concur? And as a fcriuiny was confidered 
vei y legal by fome eminent lawyers now, it was natural to 
fuppcfe that fome young girl, perhaps not moic than eleven 
or twelve years old, might plead that /lie was not yet taxable 
commodity. 1 hen it being a fubjei5l of gieat importance, 
in Head of an excileman, perhaps the Secretary of the Trea- 
fury might be feiit on the Icrutiny; and ihould he meet the 
fam^ fate as the excileman, what a lofs would it be to the 
Crown and the Public' The reftnilion had given him fo 
much difjuiet, that he had already, thought of an epitaph, 
which, though written in monkifli times, would well accoid 
both vvith the circumftances and perfon. The epitaph was 
f.ru 11 ended for the fair Rofamond, and was 111 the following 
w Otds 


Hic jacct in tunrib'i 

Rol i-irundi, non Rora-munda. 

fni after the flam of the fcrutiny, it could be no longer munda, 
AtiC tiv unluccelsful attempt to tax this commodity, which 
he before recited, it was not again attempted till th^^ time of 
fir Cecil WVay, and it was furelv an a6l: of fuentlflnp in the 
Miniller, fince he could not mtioduce the pcilon of that gieat 
man into Parliament, to give him at leaft the conlohtio.i of 
introducing hts opinions. Though it was no great recom¬ 
mendation to a bill that it cime fl-om a rcprobati d candidate 
€01 Weftminfter, yet to i man ot Sir Cecil's difappointments, 
it was a confolation not to be denied; and he was rtmarkable 
for his gratitude, theie was no doubt but he would make it 
the fuHjedl of his mule, and thus immortalize tlie tranfaiflion. 
Now with lefped: to what had fallen from a right honouiable 
g»‘iitleman (Jenkinfon) as to the tax not being worthy of eva- 
flon, becaule it was tiifling, he could alTure the Houfe, that 
< pei Tons, 
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perfons, however exalted their rank, however great their for- 
tants, notwithftanJiftg they h icl fix or eiglit fmecure pen- 
hons, had thought piopcr to block up molt of their windows 
to evade the commutation tax, (alluding to a gentleman’s 
liaving Ihut up inoie than one half of the windows of Ins 
countiy leat near Croydon.) There were men in that Houle, 
who, though not Cabinet Counfellors, were perfons who hul 
the honour of being fent tor, to give their advice to His Ma- 
jefty, and had boalted that they did give advice: to be lute 
they were right in making luch a boalt, and probably His 
Majefly was right m taking their adv ice at fuch a particuhir 
jun^lure; for Solomon, who was another wile King, had laid, 
“ The coun%I of a good man is worthy of attention.” 
Even men of that defcnption, who, during the American 
troubles, had held the poll of Secretary at War, .uid moved 
foi moft of the fums expended on tliat unfortunate affair, had 
thought It ncceffary not to contribute to the taxes that were 
laid in confequence of the debt mcuried by that war, but 
weic mean enough to lliut up their windows to avoid the pay¬ 
ment ot a fum that they othervvife would have paid. Suiely 
then, if luth gieat, luch wife, and good men thought proper 
toevule i tix, it was natuialto expedf a man in a middling 
Iphcie of life would do the fame, unlcfs it was thought 
(vvhieli gencially wi'. the cafe) that men of that dcfcripiion 
were more iiontll than thole ot whom he had been fpeaking. 
Now the realon why the nght honomable gLiitleman (Eitt) 
alwiy-. was lo fond of mtioducing the AniLrican war, arole 
from the following cnciimftance w’hen he hrll made his 
entie into politics, hem idea point ot rcpiobitmg the Ame- 
ricjii war; and his language and manner m doing it wms lo 
good, that he met with appluile from his foes as w'ell as his 
friends. By conlfantly fpeilcing on the lubjedl, it became fami¬ 
liar ; and in i eadingLotke, on the Affociation of Ideas, lie the re 
found a philolophical lealon for the right honourable gentle¬ 
man always ufuig the topic, although the war was over. In 
that book, which he made no doubt the light hoiioui iMe gen¬ 
tleman had read long lince, it was related, that a young gen¬ 
tleman, fond of dancing, for the want of company, uled to 
dmee to an old tiuiik that flood in one coiner of the room; 
lo conftant had he been m that piailice, that when the trunk 
was removed he could no longer dance; and it was juft the 
lame with the right honourable gentleman, for as he had been 
taught to fpeak upon the American wai, if deprived of that as 
a pait of his oration, he would be totally dumb, ualefs he 

could 
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co^ld be taught foiue new ftep. He had many reafong be¬ 
sides thofe already urged, for requefting the right honourable 
gentleman to foiego this projedl, and he had the greater hopes 
of fuccels, as it was the firft requeft he ever made to him* 
Ireland was a country to which he, in common with the 
right honourable gentleman, had fome attachment, and he af- 
fured him the prefent was by no means an Infli propofition. 
There was nothing to render him more unpopular in Ireland 
than taxing this commodity; and nothing could give him 
(Mr. Courtenay) more favour there than being the inftru- 
ment of making him give up the point. T he right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman was not among thofe whom he Ihould be apt 
to (ufpeifl of encouraging proftitution. He might perhaps 
join with him if there was now any occafion, but it ap¬ 
peared to he in (o torwaidaftate already, that tp countenance 
It any farther would he needlefs. He faw no reafon for in" 
tioducing frefli blood into their veins, to make them more 
liable to proftitution than before. Not that he was of that 
rigid way of thinking as the wife of Bath was, w ho thought 

The Conditutton ne’er could thrive. 

Till all the whores were burnt alive. 


Richard 


Demp 


On fhefe grounds he was determined to oppofe the motion, 
and he made no doubt of having at leaft the lupport of eveiy 
Iiilh member. 

Sir Ruhatd Hdl hoped the noble Lord (Suirey) would not 
Iierfift in dividing the Houfc in that ftage of the bufinefs, but 
wait to lee whether fome modification could be made fo as 
to make it palatable; he affiired the noble Lord, that he was 
againft the tax, unlets modified, but wilhed to fee it go to a 
Committee. 

Mr. Dimpfiet was flrongly againfl the tax, and wiftied the 
Minifter to turn his mmd to abolifhing the total ufe of 
franking; for a variety of frauds were committed, by having 
letters come to improper perfons under the cover of a member 
of Parliament, to obviate which, he propofed that no dou¬ 
ble letter fhould come or go free, unlefs it was fuch as con¬ 
tained parliamentary proceedings, and they might be open at 
the one end for the Poft-office to fee. He likewile thought 
a tax might be laid on all perfons wearing watches; and, m 
fiadi, 3 variety of other modes might be adopted preferable to 
the one propofed on maid fervants; hoover he wiftied to fee 
tire bill brought in, and referred to a Committee* 

Mr. Rolle was hkewifeagauift tlie tax* 

Mr. 
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Mr. tVhlilread reprobated the tax, and thought the Mi- Mr. WWi* 
niiler ihould turn his mmd to enforcing the receipt tax, which 
certainly was the beft ever invented, and would, if propeily 
coliedei brii\g in a million of monej. ^ ' 

Mr. Putter IikewIfe wasagainft the tax, but wifliednot to Mr.Powyi, 
oppofe It in the firft inllance, and hoped that tlie noble Lord 
(Surrey) would not divide the Houfe upon it. 

Lord Suney faid, he certainly fliould divide the Koufe, as L«l. Surrey* 
any regulations to be made, of the kind propofed by his right 
honourable fiiend (i ox), mufl be in another bill. 

Mr. Role was of a di^ient opinion 

Mr, Cr€W€ thought the tax a bad one, as it would affedt Mr Crewe* 
fanners in the country who were compelled to keep many 
maid lervants in their dairies, &c. 

hlr. Fox, Mr. Rofe, and \ii, Pitt, faid a few words by 
way of explanation; after which 

Alderman fFatJon oppofet^ the tax, but promifed he would ^Kiermaa 
do It in away that Ihculd not have any efifedl on the nhble >'Vaifon. 
faculties of any member in the Hoiifc (on wl .ch a loud laugh 
took place,) and the ’d-rm‘n proceed'^d lo Pate, that jH- 
flead of women, men mill »<eTS, taroers, f.ay-makers, .md 
every effeminate psr^i' the kingdom, ougiit to be 

feverely taxed; like wile a f h' h'd on toreign 

fervants, as it wa* fiiamcful to admit them into the mmoft 
cabinet or drawing-room. 

*1 he Houfe then divided on the refolution, 

A;es - 97 

Ts^oes - 24 

Majority againft the women - 73 

The other refolutions were then read and agreed to. 

fVedncfday, May II. 

A petition Was received from the tanners m London 
'Wgainfl the Infli refolutions. 

Mr, Fowys then moved that the tanners be heard by them- Mr Pewyi^ 
felves or counfel at the bar. 

Mr. Chancellor Fitt objed^eJ to the petition being received, Mr. Ch^ 
as It came lb late, and appeared to hxm to be more calculated 
for the fake of delay than any thing elfe. 

Mf. "Powys faid, that the petitioners did not fee the danger Mr.Puw;^#, 
that the feventh refolution of the Irijlh Pafhacftent fijbjedled 
their trade to until yeftercky. 

. Vt)L. XVIIi;, K k ^ Some 
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Some little convei fation then took place, when the Houfe 
divided on the queftion, whether the petition iliould be re¬ 
ceived, 

Noes - - - - - - - 261 

^yes ----- - - 143 

M^JorJty - -- -- -it8 

Several other pennons againll the Irifli refolutions were 
offer U, and rejected. 

Mr Fitt ihfcn moved, “ That the Houfe be now called 
over ” 

Mr, MarOnm moved ns an amendment *‘That the words 
four months he iiiferttd, inftead of the word now,” on which 
a tnfiing dttjate took place after which the Houfe divided on 
the original motion, 

Noes ----- - - 241 

Ayes.- 213 

Majoiity - - - - - - 28 


Thurflay^ May I2. 

Mr, Stanley prefented a petition from the manufacturers of 
Manchefter and its vicinity, praying that the Inlh proposi¬ 
tions may not pafs into a law. 

Ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. Eden. Mr Eden iiureatcd the indulgence of the Houfe to be ex¬ 

erted in i patient hearing of what he had to propole, as it was 
a fubjeft ol importance, and demanded every attention. It 
had yellerday been the decifion that no other petition againft 
the fyllem in agitation lliould now be received, at leaft fo it 
might he inferred from their rejeCfioii of that from the tan¬ 
ners of Tondon But he now had a petition to prefent, 
w'hich came recommended by fuch peculiar circumilances as 
demanded an exception it was a petition from the iron ma- 
jiiifaClureis of Warwickfliirc, bhropfhire, Staffordfhire, Bnf- 
tol, and London, which had been hitherto kept back by a mif*. 
conception under which the petitioners laboured. They had 
applied to a gentleman in office, and therefore poi&ned of a 
proportionate lhare of authority; they had then flated, that 
M the difference of duties on the importation of bar iron into 
Great Britain and Ireland amounted to near 20 per cent, in 
favour of the latter , if thele duties were not equalized, the 
confequtnce would be a material ii^ury to their manufadures, 
if not abfoiute ruin, were the propolitions pafled into a law. 
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Tn^v had then received fuch aflurances 35 determined thjeim 
to remain paflTive, ♦hev were informed that every care ihoulcl 
be I jken of their affairs, and that every precaution iliould be 
appoed that their m mutai^ture mitrht not fuffei an injury. " 

Inouced by thele promiles, th^y 'yielded to what tliey now 
d a fal'acv, and when uiideceived they now flepped for- 
w^itlto claim the protection of the legiflature They were not 
men of inconfiijet ibL nou ; they, on the contrary, were men. 
who give employment to upwards of 200,000 manufadurers, 
and paid a duty to (jovernment on the raw materi ils wh-ch 
they uied The Houfe had entered, he faid, into a hafty de¬ 
termination yellerdav, but that, he hoped, would not impede 
their attention to the prefent application. They had then re- 
folvcd that the petitions fhould not be received, which weie 
prefenled on the eve of the day appointed tor the final deciflon 
of the fubjed But tofome, even of them, this principle had 
been wrongly applied. One petition (fioni Glalgovv) hid, to 
his knowledge, been handed to the honourable and learned 
gentleman the day befoie, for the purpole of being prefented, 
that gentleman had thought proper to defer'the dilcharge of 
that duty, and his petitioners were therefore puniflied by the 
rejedion which followed On the whole, he was of opinion 
that the petition he had now to prefent, /landing on diffueiit 
grounds from thofe that had been rejeded, and conveying i 
different fpecies of information to the Houfe fiom any tliat 
had been hitherto exhibited, claimed every exemption from the 
ptohihitioii which had been made. The Houfe therefore, he 
hoped, would afford that attention which it dcfejved, and 
concluded with moving, that the petitioners be heard by them- 
felves or counfel. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that as the petition affigned no m,. cha*. 
reafon of fufHcient importance to determine tlie Houfe to give celior Piu, 
it a hearing, its foie claim to tf’at diftindion refled on the 
aflertion of the right honourable gentleman who h id pre¬ 
fented It, that the petitioners had hitherto laboured under a 
mifconception. This affertion however he did not make 
from his own knowledge; he did not therefore th nk it of 
fufHcient weight to induce the Houfe to a£l in contradiflion 
to the rule which they had implicitly made by the proceedings 
of yefterday. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland (Mr. Campbell) defended him- The Lorj 
felf from the charge that had been made againfl him of witli- 
hplding ^he petition from Glaigow. It was handed to him, 
he faid, while engaged at the bar of the Houfe of Lords; v<'t 
he even then returned with the intention of prefent mg it, but 
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was; informed, that as the Committee on the Irifii trade was 
tiot to fit until this day, it mattered not whether it was pre- 
fented on Tuefday or Wtdriefday, Such information, from 
authority the moft refpedlable, had determined him to retain 
jt^until yefterday 

Mr f'ox faid, that after fuch an apology he could not cer¬ 
tainly arraign the conduft of the honourable gentleman , but 
it happened ver> unfortunately for the petitioners, whofe pe¬ 
tition, if It had been prefented on Tuefday, when the honou- 
fable gentleman leceived it, n»ight have been heard the follow¬ 
ing day All the arguments which liad been yefterday ad¬ 
vanced agamil hearing it, would have m that cafe been obvi- 
;itcd 

A pretty long debate occurred on this point, and an alter¬ 
cation enfued on a charge made by a Mr. Gibbon of Bnftc', 
againft Mr. Rofe of milieprelenration. 

After this the Houle went into the Committee, and after 
fome tiHiC fpent m the examination of witntfles, the evidence 
was finally ciofed. 
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was influenced folely by the defire of promoting the joint 
intereft of the two kingdoms. He then return^ to the he¬ 
reditary revenue; he faid that he fliould be forry it were to 
be fo underftood, that what was now to be done for Ireland 
ihould be conditional, viz, that there Ihould be a furplus 
of the heieditary revenue, and that it ihould be applied to¬ 
wards the fupport of the navy, for he was very much afraid 
that no fuch furplus would ever exift, and he would Hate his 
reafons for this apprehenfion. The revenue, in the firft place, 
did not produce at prefent above 630,000!. and when the 
expence of collecting, the amount of bounties, and draw¬ 
backs operating as bounties, ftiould have been deducted, the 
remainder would be little more than 333,000!.; now here 
was fo little of a furplus, that there was a deficiency of 
323,0001. which would be wanted, not to make a furplus, 
hut to make the fum of 656,000!. the fum that muft be ap¬ 
plied to the fupport of the eftablilhinents before a farthing 
of furplus could be applied to the fupport of the navy. Was 
the light honourable gentleman ready to propofe to the Trifh 
Pailiament, to impofe frefh taxes to the amount of 333,000!. 
a year >' He was fure he was not, and that Ireland could not bear 
iuch an additional burden. On what then did the right honour¬ 
able gentleman found his hope of making the revenue equal to 
the demand upon it, and fuperior too, if a furplus was to be 
expeCfed^ Why, on this, that the increafe of trade would 
increafe the hereditary revenue, and fwell it to the fize re¬ 
quired ; but a moment’s confideration would fliew how delu- 
iive fuch a hope was. Mofl of the ai tides on which this 
revenue was raifed could not poffibly increafe * the old here¬ 
ditary ciiftoms, granted the year after the refloration of 
Charles II. had not produced more for half a century than 
they did at the lime of the Revolution • tea was not known 
then, and therefore there was no tax upon it when the here¬ 
ditary revenue was given to the Crown * the inland excile 
had fallen off veiy much fince the people ceafed to drink 
beer and ale at their hreakfaff, and had fallen into the 
faflnon of dunking tea. The Crown and quit rents could 
not poffibly be raifed one guinea higher; they produced now, 
as they always had produced, and always would continue to 
produce, 64,000!. and no more: there was therefore little 
hope that any furplus of the hereditary revenue would or 
could accrue. He next turned his attention to the manu¬ 
factures ; Ireland, he obferved, was not heavily taxed, and 

owed 
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owed but a fmall debt: ihe had not refources ; but 
ilill, with oBconomy, Ihe could make an effort occafionally, 
that would give this country great relief. But England, on 
the other hand, was loaded with an enormous weight of debt 
and taxes; however, Ihe had, m her trade and manufadluies, 
the moft aftomfliing refources; but fhould thefe once be 
taken from her, the immenfe load of debt would crufli her 
to atoms; at leaft it would throw her from her rank among 
the nations round her, and not leave her wherewithal to de¬ 
fend either Ireland or herfelf. To take fiom her manu- 
failures would be to deprive her of hei refource, and to cf- 
fedl the rum of the two kingdoms at once. Ireland, ho 
faid, was too prone ro indulge in magnificence beyond her 
ftrength; fhe would wiili to have dock yards; fhe would 
have fortifications to defend them; fhe mull purchafe abroad 
every crooked, aye, and every ftraight llick necellary for 
the building of a frigate; flie muft have ftores, and an im- 
rnenfe train of artillery; and flie would be completely 3 
bankrupt before fhe could equip even five fiigates. 'This 
country, after ages of commeice, was now ip polleffion of 
what he might call an immenle dead flock of llores and guns, 
purchafed with an immenfity of trealure to Iicr tlien would 
belong the caie of fitting out fleets; it fhould be the bufi- 
nefs of Ireland to alfill her m another way, and it was allo- 
nifhing how much the latter might do by purfuing a rigid 
plan of oeconomy. He was forry to know, that at prefent, 
in time of profound peace, fhe was lunnmgin debt, hcrex- 
pences greatly exceeding her income. but he remembered, 
that in the year 1753, flic had been able to pay off" a confi- 
derable debt, and had befides a furplus of 260,000!. in her 
treafury but what was truly aftomfliing, and he had been 
a witiicfs of It himfelf, fo loon after as the year 1761, flie 
was enabled, by her prudent fyftem of oeconomy, to keep 
an army of 24,000 in pay, of which, 8000 were feiit by 
her to fight the battles of Great Britain abroad, whilft 
16,000 remained in the kingdom for home defence flie alfo 
fent 33,000 recruits, her own natives, at her own expence, 
to fill up legimeiits in the Britilh fervice, and fpent above 
6oo,oool. m Germany for the fupport of the war. This was 
an effort from which England had reaped the greateft advan¬ 
tage; and fuch might the future exertions of Ireland be in 
time of war, if flie was to lay down a fyftem of oeconomy 
in time of peace. 




Mn 



336 

"Ut, WII- 
Perforce* 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785. 

Mr. Wilbfforce^ Rated, that beddes th* wiA he had long 
felt, and more particularly fince a recent incident, to explain 
to the Houfe the grounds of Ins opinion on the fubjedl of the 
irifh Proportions, he was the rather deiirous of doing it at 
that moment, becaufe the matter had been in a great ineafure 
brouglit to the true point of iffue by the right honourable 

f entleman, who had immediately preceded him. (Mr. Burke). 

'or his part, though undoubtedly it became the Houfe to ex¬ 
amine and weigh with care the commercial conceflions that 
were making to Iieland, and that theiefore it had very pro¬ 
perly gone into the Rate of the diRerent mauufadlures, yet he 
could not help faying, that this queftion had been treated too 
muchasacommercral, and too little as a political one; and in 
examining into the minutia; of the detail, gentlemen had not 
ad\erted to what was, as had been juft Rated to them, the 
true queftion, whether on the whole the advantages to be de¬ 
rived to this country from the adoption of thefe propofitions 
wouldi repay us for the faciifices to be made^ 7 his was the 
ground on which he wifhed the propofitions to be tried, that 
on which he was willing to give his vote for palling them, 
'IIms vote however he could not give, were hoof opinion, that 
for all we were to grant we were only to receive m return the 
fbrplus of the hereditary revenues above 656,000!. This 
however was not likely to be that baiien, unprodudlive gift 
the ^ight honourable gentleman had reprefented it, for 11 it 
were true th.it lome articles of which it conftfted were not on 
the increafe, theie were others, and thofe to four times the 
amount of the foimer, which could not but increafe with the 
increafmg profpenty and opulence of Ireland, and he could 
not but think that many thanks were due to Admmiftration 
who had made th'S fii ft attempt to fecure a certain contribu- 
iwn from Ireland for the common defence of the empire^ 
But the advantages we were to derive from this fettlement 
weienot merely the hereditary revenue* beftdes fome of a 
commercnl fort, Rich as lecuring for ever tKe receiving their 
yarn, and the prohibition of oui w’ool, the fecuring that they 
would take all then Weft-Tndia produce from our colonies, 
^c. the grand Lenelit in his mind was, that it eftabliflied a 
final and permanent fettlement, and by afcertaming the re- 
fpc6livt claims of the two countiies, tended to ftop all future 
jcaloofer, and eftablilh harmony and good will. If fqme- 
thing was not now done, he was convinced that a revival of 
protecting duties and non-impoitation agreements would 
Wing about a commei cal warfare, and v'ho was there, that 

wat 
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was prepared to fay the mifchief would end there ? Gentle* 
men, becauib they were not at this moment under the a^dual 
preflure of diftrefs, ought not to treat thefe apprehenfions 
as imaginary. The right honourable gentleman had faid, 
that It was for the intereft of Ireland to continue conneiSled 
with Great Britain, becaufe Ihe was too weak to truft to her 
own lingle ftrength, and therefore Ihe would ever continue fo 
connedled. But furely this argument might have been urged 
with equal weight to the right honourable gentleman, when 
three years ago he gave Ireland a complete legiflative autho¬ 
rity independent of Great Britain, as he ftated with infinite 
pain and relu6fance, without alking any thing in return for 
It ; It might then have been faid, Do not fear thele hoflile ap¬ 
pearances, for it IS the intereft of Ireland not to diflblve her 
conneiflion with Grcaf Bntnn; but either this argument was 
not then urged by the light honourable friend and the right 
honouiable Secretary of State ; or, if urged, the force of it was 
not admitted. States, like individuals, too often afted from 
motives of caprice and paftion ; and fooliflily would experi¬ 
ence prove him to aigue, who fliould maintain that they 
would take fuch and fuch a line, becaufe it was conceived to 
be their intereft to do fo. I'hefe, then, were the advantages 
which England would reap from this fettlement; but what 
weie the objedfions which had been made to it •' '1 hey 

had been either general, as founded on the lower price of la¬ 
bour, of provifions, &c. &c. giving fuch advantages to the 
Irifti manufaiSturer as would enable him to underfel the Bii- 
tilh manufacturer in the foreign market, and ev®n in this 
countKy • as far however as the fupply of our own market 
was concerned, he thought we were comjiletely guarded by 
the countervailing duties, making the direct inipolitions equal, 
wlnlft the difference in labour, provifions, &c. &c. were more 
than compenfated to us by the greater fkill, ingenuity, and 
ft ill more, the greater capital of our manufadlurers. He 
begged, howevei, that the admonition of his right honoura¬ 
ble friend, in a foimer debate, might be attended to, and that 
the Houfe would not haftily conclude, that of neceffity com¬ 
modities muft be dearer, where the neceftanes of life and la-' 
hour were high* the contrary had been pioved by a very in¬ 
genious author, both from theory and experience. He en¬ 
larged on this idea, mentioning the cafe of our fending our 
iron manufactures to Sweden, though the raw material came 
from thence, fub|eCt to high duties there, and higher here; 
and with thefe difadvantages, and othcis of two freights * 
VoL. XVIII. X X double 
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double infurance, he believed many of them were fold cheaper 
there thaft the lame article*? of their domcftic manufa£lure. 

Mr. Wilbeiforce particularly difculTed the lubjedls of the 
iron and the woollen inanofadlure; with regaid to the for¬ 
mer, he teemed to think the preleivation of that tiadean ob- 
je<ft io efllntial to us», that rather than lofc it, we ought to 
keep It, by g mtmg i bounty. With icgard to the woollen 
inam'ifadluie, he corfelled, that whenever he thought ot 
infinite importance to this country, and recalled to his mind 
the j'. pu’ation, the \ 'caith, the Ipirit which it pioduced in the 
coi nty lie liad the honour to reprelent, lie felt himielf moic 
ftrongl) impelled to pals the relolutions, knowing, that if any 
thing was to interrupt the harmony between the two na¬ 
tions, this would be the firll point in which Iieland would 
luffei lier ]ealouly to operate, that tlie Houle knew that pro- 
teiS^ing duties had been talked of, and perhaps only warded 
off by the appearance that the Irilh queftion would fhortly 
undergo 1 complete chfcui'fion. Mr. Wilberforce (poke of 
the pain he felt in differing fiom a part of his conftituents, 
but tinffed they would give him credit for adding from up¬ 
right and honourable motives. He defired to take this op¬ 
portunity of coneiSling a millake which had gone into the 
woiid, tint a noble Loid m a pieceding debate had charged 
his colleague and himfclf with refufing to piclent a petition 
which liad been tranlmitted them by their conffituents. 
This clurge the noble Lord had never made; the fadt was, 
tlie only petition againft the Iiifli piopolitions out of York- 
fhire had come from Sheffield, which Mi. Duncombe and 
himlelf had, as was their duly, taken the carheft opportu¬ 
nity of laying before the Houit. He then returned to the 
queftion, and replied to an argument of Mr. Fox’s, reipedf- 
ing the encouragement to frauds in tlu revenue, which wouliF 
be given by thele propofitions. Thelt ub)e( 9 ;ions however 
being fliewn to be of no weight, it did not follow, that what 
we gave to Iieland was little or nothing, betaufe we Ihould 
not io(e much by it ourfelves Ireland already enjoyed every 
thing m her mtercouife with foreign nations btfoie, that Ihe 
would after the paffing of the refolutions; but befides many 
•other benefits which had been fo much enlarged on by others, 
that it was imnecelTiry for him to trouble the Committee 
with a repetition of them. He then adverted to the mealure 
of an union which had been alluded to, confcffmg it was, in 
his opinion, the bell feheme, but at tlie fame t.me abfolutciv 
iitipiadljcablt; who would think that Ireland, with the proud 
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ideas ihe entertains of hei Pailiament, would confent to fend 
deputies to our Pailiamdit^ This was the moft unfavoura* 
ble moment for the attainment of this mea'ure, when Eng¬ 
land, from having been tiled to cxercile fupicinacy over the 
Inlh, would be likely to give leis; and Iieland, frqpi having 
juft fieed herlelf, as ftie Hated, tiom Britain’s yoke, would be 
likely to be more infolent in her demands He begged the 
Committee would obleive, that moft of th^ objedlions to the 
piopofed lettlement applii d equally to the cale of union. He 
alio hoped the Coimnittee would he ti m mind, that the 
adoption ot this Ichemc. by no means rendered an union ini- 
piafticable, whieli the noble Lotd had ftatt J as a meafuie to 
the embi icing vvhieh the liilh would be induced by a regard 
to tlie Protert int intf It ft, ind other motives, the effedi of 
which would he hy no mi uis weakened by the palliiig of the 
pu'lent piopohtions. Mi. ^\illKitoice then renewed the 
line of aiguimiit with winch he had fet out, imploringgsin 
tlemcii to coiilider wi 11 what tliey weie ibout, when they le- 
^eiftcd the phn tor a ptimimnt iettlemeiit with Ireland: 
theie weic, In laid, in iny eonliki itjons, bolli to .ilairn our 
fears, md to animite out hqif'j thi loiinei was an un- 
plealmg Ipt'^ulation, but he eould not hr*]p defning the Com¬ 
mittee to go into It wlun tlu dil idvuitagcs ot a inpture 
with lieland weie ftit-d, it It "iiu\l to Invt b m entirely for¬ 
got that thcie weie other countries with whom llie might 
focm commerciil and othoi ctaineffiou , which might be at- 
tcndid with fatil conltqa oces to 1 ngland, and he was fiee 
to liy, in the end to lijand hcilelf, but it was an ungiateful 
difculhon winch he hid lather fly from, and It tve thelc hints 
for cvi ly mm's mind to luininatc on, he had moie lausfac- 
tion m conlideiing the happy confequenccs that might refult 
fioni the leftoration ot good fellowfhip and haimonv be¬ 
tween the two countiies. He tiufted the^e piopolitions 
would manifeft to lieland tliit we confute 1 td hei not with 
the jealoufy ot a rival, but the afFeiftion of a lifter kingdom; 
and that mutual confidence and good will would produce an 
unity of efforts toi the piomotion of the common piolpeiity 
and welfaie or lioth countiics; this, h'^ laid, would infinitely 
repay us for aii) facufices we were then called on to make; 
one advantage he had foigot to ftvtc would refult fiom the 
increafing wcalifi ot lieland, vi/, that we fliould have a rich 
cuftomer inftead of a poor one. Mi. Wilbertorce begged 
the Committee would not be fcrupulous in fixing their cyea 
on any trifling defeat, il any Inch thould be found m thjs 
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great and extenflve fyftem. He would borrow the right 
honourable gentleman’s allufion, he faid, of the ftatue and the 
pedeftal, and apply it to the prcfent Oafe. The moll cele¬ 
brated fculptor of antiquity had finifhed a ftatue, which was 
laying on the ground; and one perlon found one fault, and 
another another, here a fpeck, there a flaw, but when phced 
on its pedeftal, all thefe little deformities and iriegulantiei. of 
the fuiface thfappeared, and evfry one, when it was placed in 
jts true point of view, and was fcen altogether, was ifMdv 
to acknowledge the lymmetry of the pionortion and the 
beauty of the whole figuie. Mr. Wilbtrforce IVatcd, thir he 
believed this wasthecale even in the prcfent moment, tint in 
fpite of the petitions which had been prefented, theni.i oiity 
of the People of England were friends to tlie plan piopoicd. 
Mr. Wilbertorce concluded by dating, tint he thought gnat 
thanks were due to hts right honourable friend for his having 
boklly brought forward a fyftem for a fettlement with Ite- 
]<and, undaunted by the certain oppofition il mail iniet with 
from the other fide of the Houle, and the miliepiefcntalions of 
It which were now to be fpieacl thiough the couptiy, he 
tilifted his right honourable friend would thus always hazard 
his own htuation for the public good; and obferved, that the 
difference betw^eeu his boldnefs and that of the right honoura- 
ble gentleman, was, that the one could not be fhtwn to be 
influenced by any but difinterefted motives; wheieas, from 
accu'ent no doubt it had happened, that the bold meafuies of 
tlie light honourable gentleman were fuch, the India bill, the 
coalition, &c. as were likely at the fame time to ierve the 
country, and piomote the paiticular inlerefts of the right ho¬ 
nourable' gentleman and his paity. 

Ml. Pelham declared, that he never knew party attachment 
more exemplified than in the condudl of the honourable gen¬ 
tleman who profefled himfelf lo much exempt from it, nor 
could he conceive through what othei medium he could view 
thofe piopofitions in fo favourable a light. He difcufled the 
former pioceedings refpe€ling Ireland, and was particularly 
pointed on Mr. Grenville’s expreflion of the former refolu- 
tions being earned by the point of a bayonet. Declarations 
fuch as this, he faid, came not with the beft grace from that 
honouralfle gentleman, when it was remembered, that the 
doiSlrine of total renunciation was iiipported in this Hotife by 
him, when he was the Minifter of Ireland. Whatever con- 
ceftions might be thought neceflary from this country to Ire¬ 
land was due to it, in its dependent ftate; but now being in- 
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dependent, and a ieparate imperial kingdom, it had no right 
to partake of our refources, without participating equally of 
our burdens. The advantage of trade already extended to her 
had proved injurious to Lngland, by depriving it of three 
fourths of that trade which it before had in exporting to Ire- 
1 ind. After touching on the unpopularity of the mcafure, 
he proceeded to fliew, that labour was much cheaper in Ire- 
1 ind man here, though the contrary was fo much contended 
for. The Committee had heard the depofitions of two ma- 
nufadlurti s, one of whom had his manufatSlory in England, 
uid paid lOjOool. per annum to the revenue, which, at the 
latc of 15 percent, on his capital, muft prove him to have 
tioin I20,oool. to 130.000I. in the bufinefs, which gave em¬ 
ployment to 6,000 hands the other an Tnfti manufadlurer, 
with a capital ot 80,000]. to 40,000!. his own, and as much 
inoie bonowed of the Infh Parliament and what put the 
cheapnefs of labour beyond a doubt was, that thefe men, on 
tlie Imalltr capital, employed 10,000 hands. Adverting 
then to the coinpenlation from the hereditary revenue, he ar¬ 
gued that It was only ideal, theie being nothirtg to prevetnt 
the Inlh Pailiaraent fiom expending the full furplus, if 
there lliould be any, to the encouragement of then own ma* 
nut uSlureb l»y bounties, l oi thefe realons he declared him- 
lelt an enemy to the propofitions, and was deteimined to 
vole igniiftthem. 

Mi. explained the neceffity of his fupporting th« Mr. Ct«a- 

total icnuncjation ot legifluive authovity over Ireland, as 
every man in the countiy was of opinion the fimple repeal of 
Poyning's law would be inlufticient, even while it w^as voting 
by the Parli inient of Irel ind. 

Mr. Huirtna faid, his opinions were unfriendly to the pro- Mr Hast, 
pofitions, ftoni an apprehenfion for the iron trade, but now”®* 
having affurances that the difficulties in that particular 
would be removed, he was refolved to vote in favour of them. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved, that as feveral frefh petitions came Mr Shen- 
in, and that gentlemen, not fufficiently acquainted with the 
fubjei^, would wifh for more time, he would move, that the 
Chairman report progrefs, and afk leave to fit again. 

Mr. Powlett fpoke in favour of the propofitions. 

Mr. Fejc rofe wlien the queftion was going to be put, fay* Mr. F«i. 
mg, that after having exprefleddiis fentrments fo fully on a 
former day, and after hearing his noble friend difcufs them fo 
ably to-night, hefhould not have troubled the Committee at 
this time With any remarks, if fome obfervations had not 
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fallen, in the courfe of the debate, from gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houle, directed fo perfonally to him, that 
not to take fome notice of them would be pleading guilty to 
the charge. It was not without fome allonifhment that he 
heard the propofitions defended on the fcore of their popula- 
nty, and that aftonifhment was imreafed when he leflecled 
on the quarter from whence that defence came. The ho- 
hourable gentleman, who was reprelentative for the county 
of York, and who could not be unacquainted with the lenti- 
ments of his conftituents on the piclent mealure, as they m- 
ilru^ted him to vote againlt it, exprcHcd the dilippiobation 
of his nnmeious and refpedlabie conlhtucuts in the fame 
breath that he allerted the popularity of tiu me ilure. That 
circmnftance alone Ihould have ipllruiffed him better, if lie 
was not to be intoimed by the petitions which crowded the 
table, containing the fignature of fome hundred thoufands. 
There was a time when the opinions of the People weie ap¬ 
parently colleifed from a lefs numerous and Ids voluminous 
body of evidence. There was a time when collected opinions 
were oppofed to meafurrs and when tlicfe opinions weie 
confidered dccifive on aqueftion to which tlie ejnthet of nfli 
was this day added, while tin more lenient agreeable epithets 
of courageous and bold weie applied to the lubjed now under 
confideration* But without tikmgto himlelf tlie credit ot 
much fagacity, he cohld not be. fuppofed totally ignoiant ot 
the danger to which he expolcd himfcif in his (yftem for the 
government of India. Peril ips the chaige of rafhnefs was 
not fo ill-founded as he at firlt imagineel, when it was confi- 
dtrcdtlut henegledfed to fupport himfcIf on the pedeftil on 
which the right honouiable gentleman was tiedcd. ind rell- 
ing on conftitutional fuppoit, or the good opinion of Pailn- 
ment, and the confidence of His Majefty fignibed in the ar¬ 
rangement of that Miniftiy, it was furcly the extremeft 
weaknefs to abandon that pedeftal, to which he fhould look 
as the atlas of Adminiftration. If fuch was the honourable 
gentleman’s meaning, he gave liiin credit for his fiuccrity; 
and lie acknowledged that his Indi i hill was ameafure of very 
great nfque. But unpopular as th it bill was, as much as it 
vas decried, he was ready at all times to defend hirpfelf on it, 
and the experience of another fyftem, which was more fuc- 
cefsful, gave him no reafon to change his opinion. He gave 
gentlemen credit for the adroitnels and dexterity with which 
they contrived to intioduce this bill, and blend it with every 
Other fubjedt, he was allb prepared to hear the American w^ar 
, adverted 
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adverted to, however foreign to the fiibjed. But among the 
many advantages of youth, it vv"'- no inconfidei able one, that 
m affairs of which they knew little but by repoit, in tiaiil- 
a£lions in which they ii«/er bore any part, young gentlemen, 
after taking their feats 111 Parliament, were at iibeity to 
choofe whatever fide fhould then be moll popul tr, in a tjuef- 
tion that was long befoic difpoled of. To hear fuch peilons 
talk, who would not fuppoft that they partook in the toil of 
refifting thofe meafures in their progiels ? Who could hear 
the declamation of the honourable gentlemui (Mr. V’/ilber- 
force) but mull be of opinion that to him hehuiged theraeiit 
ot concluding the American war^ But thelc were auxili- 
aiies which ntvei tailed of being called in to lupjily the ab-* 
fence of realon and of argument. An honourable gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Cnenville) in a fpetch of confidcrable length, re¬ 
plete with mvedlives and declamation, uled no otliei argu¬ 
ments except what were before urged by the right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman who moved the proportions nor did he reply 
to any argument agamfl them, but what confiftfed in milre- 
jirelentatioii; and indeed, foi the befl of realons, becaule the 
arguments uled m oppohtion to tliem weie perfeiSlIy unan- 
Iwerable, In the prelont airaiigcment, whenever there was 
advantage, it lay on the lide of liel ind; but to thiN country 
every piovilion was idverle. It was curious leafonmg to ac¬ 
count foi the clauie by which Irifh linf ns, which was their 
llaple commodity, Ihould continue to be impoitcd, duty fiee, 
into Engl md, by laying that the Iniuc exemption fiom duty 
iball be there extended to Bntilh linens. It would he asrea- 
ionable in h lanee Ihould five ti eat w ith them on bmilar terms, 
to lay, you lhall fuller our wines to be impo*ted duty liee 
into Great Britain, and we in letinn will admit your wine 
duty fite into France, whenever you may have any, TLhere 
were but two ways, by winch thi^ country and Ireland might 
meet on equal terms, eith' r to take off all duties, and admit 
every indilcimiinate article from either countiy, or to lay ge-r 
iieral duties, ad valjitniy on eveiy commodity. 1 he hxteenth 
propohtion, if woideil with i view to promote cavil and 10- 
creafe ambiguity, could not bt more luccefsful, nor could any 
words be uled more likely to be protluilive of dilpule than 
“ effectual pieffrence.” And the alteration of the fifth pro- 
pofition to the twclftli was liahk to the fime lemaiks. The 
idea of countervailing duties, carried an abfurdity on the 
very face ot it, for as ic was not only neceffiry to eqiiali/e 
tj[>e duty of the internal Cvcift, but to bring it to 4 fair ba¬ 
lance, 
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iance, it would alfo be neceilary to conlider all the attendant 
and incidental expences to which the Britilh manufaftureis 
were unavoidably expofed. There were lome taxes m this 
country which it would be impoflible to countervail, as the 
houfe, the fervant, and commutation tax, &c. &c. He faw 
none of thofe beauties m confemplating the ftatuc, of winch 
an honourable gentleman lo much boafted. The commercial 
complaint of Ireland he always confidered ill founded, 
though he thought otlierwife of their poUtical ones, but 
whatever ground of complaint they might have, this cei- 
tamly was not the mealure which could in any degree latisly 
them. They wanted not this participation; they looked for 
piote£ling duties; and were the advantages ten-lold, he would 
not pay the price demanded for them, except he loft fight ot 
that fpirit of liberty with which that country was ot 1 ite 
years particularly infpiied. He was forry to heai an ho¬ 
nourable gentleman inlinuate that a rupture might be the con- 
jfequence of refuting this fyftera to Ireland. He confetTed, 
that though the powers of that country were much infei 10.. 
to this, if unemployed elfewhere, he could not without hor 
lor refledt for a moment on the poffibility of fuch an event, 
and there was fcarceany thing he would not furrender to pre¬ 
vent It. In his own perfon he entertained the moft un¬ 
bounded national partiality for Ii eland ; he had the moft pai- 
ticular attachments there, and there was an excellency in 
their charafler which muft always endeai people of that 
country to fuch as had thefe attachments; yet he was lo 
much of an hngliihman, that he could not part with thole re- 
louiccs and advantages, on which our national exiftenre de- 
l>tnded. He then took a view of tlie general qucftion, men¬ 
tioned the ciicumftance of an union as extremely dehrable, 
but what could Irarcely be obtained, and w'as throwm at a 
greater diftance than ever by the provifions of this ariange- 
nicnt. Adverting to Mr. Wilberforce’s leanarks on perfonal 
confidence, he faid, the honourable gentleman having pro- 
felTed himlelf to be influenced only by his judgement in this 
day’s vote, deferved to be commended, andthemoie fo as he 
exercifed that judgement m oppofttion to the opinions and 
inftrudtious cf his conftituents. But other membeis of Par¬ 
liament did not helitate to exprtfs that they were unacquaint¬ 
ed with the meiitsof the queftion, but vveie ready to vote 
for them, rcpofing m the confidence and attachment they 
boie to His IVI^jefty’s Miniftei; and in doing this, they made 
that Ticiirice, vvlnJi was the laft a member of Parlnment 

fhoiild 
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ihould yidd to; they not only furrendered their own opinions 
into the hands of the Minifter, but at the fame time they fur- 
rendered the opinion of their confiituents. 

If a member could foim no opinion of his own, he fiionld 
rather adopt the opinions of thofe conflituent^ who fentliim 
into Pailiament, and whole intercfU he was engaged to con- 
fult, than yield himlelf to the diretSlion of any individual. 

In complimenting the Miniftei, it was judicious to adopt in- 
vedtives agawjft others. His populaiity, if he pofllfled any, 
had a greater fe^Adation in the conduit of otheis, than in 
any action of his own. No mealures of his liad any meat to 
recommend him to popularity; even his moft zealous advo¬ 
cates weie obliged to abandon him m one of the principal 
tranfaftions of the fefiion; but the mifconception of the 
conduct of others was the bafe on which his merit was 
eie6led, it was his 

Gay hope by faftcy led,” 

T'here were now jjetitions before the Committee which ought 
certainly to be attended to betore they decided on the ejuef- 
tion. It apijearcd in evidence it the bar, falle and deluding 
expedlations were holdout to the manufafluiers; and though 
it was attempted to be controverted m the abfence of one of 
the parties concerned, he was now m London, and ready to 
coiroborate what was ftited before. Difapprovmg fo much 
as he did of the prefent lyftem, he was deteinuned to give it 
all the oppofition in his power; for which rcafon he intended 
to try the force of amendments with which h" was prepaied, 
and which, if adopted, would at leaft qu dify the refolutioits, 
and render them Icfs dangeious 

Mr. Dundas declared he had been a friend to every propo- Mr Dur- 
fition that had been made in favour of li eland in that Houfe, ****• 
fiom the time that Earl Nugent ftited his propofitions in 
J778, to thole of the prefent diy. He ftated minutely what 
had happened upon each, and faid, from the arguments that 
had been held by the gentlemen oppofitc to him at the dif¬ 
ferent periods when the fub|eft had been agitated, he was at 
a lofs to imagine uport what found principle of realon or ar¬ 
gument any one of them could objeiSI to the prefent propofi¬ 
tions. lie recapitulated the language of Loid North when 
Lari Nugent had made his propofttions which had been loft; 
ind he had himfelf m the yeai 1783 made thbfe lelf-fame con- 
celSons, which the noble I.ord had then thought propei to 
oppofe himfelf. He read from a manufenpt an extraift of M r. 

VoL. XVITl. V Foxs 
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Fox’s fpcech jii tli£ Houfeabout the 9rh ot 17B7, 'when 

Mi. Eden had coinc over 111 luch a hurry from ' ' bhn to pro- 
poft the repeal of the 6th of Cieorge the f nil, and when Mr. 
hox had complained of Ins having taken that bufnitfs out of 
his hands., which he declared he meant to have brought for¬ 
ward in a day or two. He Hated what happened upon that 
occafion, and mentioned what had been the nieafure propoled 
by Mr, box a day or two afterwaids, reading at the fame 
time the wordi of a refolution Mr. Fox had then moved. 
He ifteiwards* turm^d to Mi. Eden, and part of his 

fp( ech on the 9th of April to whicli he had alluded. Having 
finilhcd this extra< 5 f, he remarked that his right honourable 
friend was well known to have turned authoi on the lubjeiS^, 
and I xprdEd himlelf in very particular terms, when as a 
Mentoi he had inflruiEled his political Telemachus uppn the 
liibjciSt of Ireland. He argued upon thele different topics, 
and endeavoured to deduce from them, that, to be confillerit. 
Lord North, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Eden, mull necellanly vote 
for the propofitions. He enteied into a defence of them, ?nd 
contended that a fecurity in our lituation with relpedl to Ire¬ 
land, the money fpent by the Irilh in rents liere, and a great 
variety of other advantages would accrue to this countiy in 
confec|uence of agreeing to the propofitions. He prailed Mr, 
Pitt’s private virtues, and faid, it was his political enemies, 
and not his friends, that he evei laid the lalh upon, or to 
whom he Jhewed the fraallell (hare ot that haughtinefs, levc- 
iity, and farcalm, which gentlemen on that lide of the hoiile 
wcie always imputing to him. He retorted on Oppolitiori 
for then attack on Mr, Pitt, and faul, the fuppoit the right 
honourable gentleman oppofite and his friends tiufted to was 
not lo coiiftitutional; but fuch as it was, he would not men¬ 
tion It, as It was unfit to be mentioned there. With rcgird 
to the pedcftal and flatue Mi. Burke’s fancy had formed of 
the young Mmiller Handing on Mi. Jenkinfon’s ftioubiers, 
he laid the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him (Mi 
Fox) he (hould conceive had alluled to the pedeHal upon 
which lu had endeavoured to place inmfelf, and to have bunt J 
the rums of the ConHitution under it. 

Mr, Fox faid, that he found it difficult to underHand what 
the right honourable gentleman could mean by a conHitu- 
tional luppoit of an AdminiHration, that w^as of too deli¬ 
cate a n ^ture to be named; for his part, when he was m 
ofHcc, tlieic was no myHcry m the fort of fupport which 
he looked and wifiitd for, and that he Hatteied himlelf he 

obtained. 
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obtained, which was ttie confidence of the Sovereign, ex- 
preJied in his appointment, and the confidence of Parliament 
manifelleJ n his lupport. 

Ch iiiC-ellor P n rofe, he faid, to fay a few words rela¬ 
tive to a fubjedl w nicli he h.id often heard i good deal of, as 
well m tins and the former ftflion . n the lall fefliou of the 
1 ite Parliament, hut which had iha' nignt dfumed a more 
poetic and ornaneniil appearance than he rtirembered it to 
have worn qo an\ forinei otcafu/i'' i i that happy allullon to 
a fiatue andSk,*-tleftal \Mth which a light honourable gen¬ 
tleman had lo in'’i.nioufl\ entei tamed the Houfe, and after 
having profited by ii lo much in argument, he hoped the 
light honourahh gcutKm in would fhorlly let him lee it 
m a difi'ercnt ditis, a-' Me thought it highly calculated to 
gratify mother fenii, it 1 ’ oil with piopci colouring, and 
exhibited, as he tui .io1< d it would be, m Itriking cat mature 
for the edification of the iiniltitiule. He animadverted on 
Mr. Dunihs’s allufion to the proper conftitutidnal luppoitof 
an Admmigration He laid le-could not but imagine tn it 
the light honoiuablc gcntkman had wilfully miflaken his 
light honoui ihle kuncl, in Hating his d(»dtiinc to be, “ tint a 
Miniftei might have a conftitunonal lujiport, which it would 
be indelicate to mmtion in that Ilou^e ” this, he liid, wisby 
no mtans his light honoui ihl' fiiend’s lentimeiit. He and 
his right honoui ilj'i fnend were icidy at all times to avow 
what they looked upon to be tb( Hue conftitution d luppoit 
of a Alinifter, Inil vvliicli widely dilTeied from that lupport 
which the ngiit honoui able gentleman had wilhed to obtain 
for his ulmmifti ition, and which dehciey towaids the light 
honourable gt 11 tleman had pi evented his mentioning. That 
fuppoit which he fliould hirnlelf always look up to as the 
bell and moll conflitutional he could conceive, was the confi¬ 
dence of tlie Crown, the confidenicof Pailiament, and the 
confidence of the iiition. This was, he fud, a luppoit 
which It ought to be the pride of every Minifter to enjoy, 
and which none could ever be afhamed or afiaid to avow. 
But could theie luppolcd to exift a fet of men capable of 
foiming an imnatuial ind almoft incredible combination, and 
by the ftrengtli of united numbers forcing out a Mmiftry, 
whole fober plans and vvell-digefled aiiangements were found 
incompatible wnth'tlie alpiring views of this newly-cemented 
phalanx, fhould they be luppofed, after having ftormed the 
Cabinet, though neitlier called theie by the choice of the 
Crown nor the voice of the People, and dillributed among 
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thfiTifrlves, according to each man’s capacity, or amlution, 
the feveral departments of Adtniniftration; and then, as foon 
as they found themfelves feated in the Councils of their So¬ 
vereign, not fatisficd with perfonal infult and contempt ot 
his feelings, had commenced a regular and unifoim fyftem 
for degrading him fiom his impoitance, as firfc evtcutue 
magilhate, to the rank of a cyplier in the Conftitution. 
[Here tlie gentlemen oppofite letming to difclaini any luch 
idea. Mi. Fitt faid, he was glad to find they fad clnngtd 
their political ciecd, but that he much fearujU^ i^rthe pciiod ot 
their tiiumph and profpenty had continued, tint they would 
not have Hooped fo much below the towering piincipks on 
which they arted, as even to pafs hy^ on the prefent occaiion, 
an opportunity ot avowing them.] Having made this at¬ 
tempt on the dignity of the Crown, fliould they proceed to 
look foi luch a iuppoit as would fecure to them the undif- 
turbeJ polltflion ot their fituation, and not latisfied witli oi 
delirous of obtaining it through the loyal confidence, Itck it 
by fuch means, as while they overtuined eveiy balance and 
every bulwark of the Contiitutioii, by erecting a new and 
linconllitutlonal executive authority, and in veiling it with a 
neWt and unconllitutioiial weight of patronage, tliould atFord 
them the fruit and reward of their Hinggles, then etfoits, 
and the dangers they had enconnteied, and at the lame time 
Jay a lonnd ition tor permanency, ft.ilnlity, md impunity; 
iliould fuch a fit of men K found, he defiled to know 
whethci their motives, and the fuppbit they lought for, 
could, with any lort of decoiuin, be nientioned in lliat Ilouic^ 
AnoJur topic, hcfaid, had foiincd a confidtiable tliare of 
the arguments of the gentlemen oppofite, whicli it vv is ne- 
ceffary he fliould fay a few woids upon, though it w is w'th 
great iclmflance that he again tiefpitled on tlie tunc of the 
Committee, after having been alicidy indulged withfo many, 
and fuch p'^tient, heatings, 7'wo right honouiable gentlemen 
finding little or nothing objt£lionabIe m the plan, as con¬ 
tained m the whole of the lefolutions, the new as well as the 
old, had fj»ent a great deal of time in pointing out the defeats 
ot the former, and afterwards in founding their triumph, at 
litiving been the authors of whatever impiovement the fyf¬ 
tem h id acquired by the acceilion of the latter. With re¬ 
gard to leveral of thofe improvements, he declared that 
many of them were coeval in his mind with the whole of 
the plan, and paiticularly that part of it which related to the 
preibrving to the Eaft-India Company their exclufive com¬ 
merce 
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nierce beyond the Cape of Good Hope. Why then, it had 
been objedled, were not all thole amendments laid before the 
Parliament of Ireland, m order to their pafliug upon the 
whole of the airangement tliat approbation or difapproba- 
tjoa which they had been obliged, from ignorance of its ex¬ 
tent, to confine to a pait only ? Becaufe, he laid, as it was 
firll necelTary to know what Jieland would take fiom this 
couiitiy m point of commercial privileges, and what flic 
would be lathfied to give in return, it next became neceflaiy 
for tngland ^‘‘legylate and modify the concefiions fhe was 
to make in lucli*a manner as to fecure her own interefts, .uid 
to preferve to heifelf her full portion of that geueial benefit 
wliicli tlie final adjuflment promifed to the empire at large. 
Whit lieland would accept was contained iii the Irilh relo- 
lutions, and was the foundation of the treaty, m what man¬ 
ner, ^nd under what regulations and conditions Great Bri¬ 
tain would concede, was the fuperftruiSluie, and therefore ta 
have revet fed or alteied the older m which they had been 
In ought foivvaid, would have been a moil flagrant breach of 
pi opnoty and uniform pi oceduic. With regafd to the tri¬ 
umph which the gentlemen over the way exprefied at having 
l)Ci,n themlclves the autliors of the feveial amendments, it 
was a tiiumph which, howevei he might in a gieat many m- 
fiances do it, he w^ould by no means diipute with them. 
His own perfonil chaiaclei, as tar as it was conncil^td with 
tint pailicular biancii of the quellion, howevei ambitious ho 
Ihould be of the approbation ot the Houle and the Public, 
Wis no greitobjt£l: with him, when put into competitioa 
with th€i.m.ignitude of the fubjedH: before them. Pie ihould 
indpod dclerve the charge which had been fo often made 
againft limi of unpardonable prefumptiori and ariogancc, 
could he foi a moment indulge an anxious thought for his 
own perlonal impoitance, on an occafion fo highly momen¬ 
tous to his country as the prefent. Could he be lo far un- 
jiiindfnl of tlie duty which his fituation iiiipofed on him as 
to rely on his own fohtaiy judgement, and rejeiSl the lights 
which might be obtained from other quarters, merely to 
lupport the vain ambition of adling from himfelf^ Ko 1 
He i'ad received confiderable helps and great affifiance 
thioughout the whole of the bulinefs, and even fmee he had 
firfi: mtioduced It into Parliament. The channels through 
which he had obtained this alfifiance, he faid, were nume¬ 
rous; although, fiom the witnefles at the bai, he ramein- 
bere 4 nothing new ; yet from the Coimniifioners of the re¬ 
venue 
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venue he had received fome information; from his firends, 
and among them, feveral members of that Houfe, whofe 
foppert and confidence !ie had the honour to enjoy, he 
had been fivoured with much ufeful and pi uSlical advice; 
nay, he had been indebted to the gentlemen oppofite to 
him for many valuable ideas thit ho Iml obtained from them 
in the courfe of the bufnuh, the adoption of which 
had been extiemely inflnniNmtal m binigir^ his plan 
to that degiee of peifc'f'on which it novv^ould boalK 
From hence he obfeivcd. that the very which had 

been made to iinjx de and overthrow his f^fem would 11 no 
inconfiderable degree contribute towards its fuccefs, by di- 
redlmg him to tlic difcovcry of fuch materials as had ena¬ 
bled him to obM ite many of the objedlions whu h othcrwile 
might he igainfl: it. Thus it appeared how dangerous it 
was to give too great a latitude to our eagernefs m pmfuit 
of any f.ivonrite obit£l; foi in the extreme avidity of gen¬ 
tlemen to crcite difficulties, and to throw obllacles in the 
way of this arrangement, tliiy had themfclves greatly > .1- 
tubuted towards dimiiiifliing the objedfions, and of courfe 
weakening the opj^ofition that it was to meet. He was not- 
withftanding, Iiowe\cr it might have been intended, under 
A confideiable obligation to tliofe gentlemen, whofe feverity 
had been produdtive of much benifit, and he fmceiely 
wifhed that them correiSlion, whenevei they fhould think 
him deferving of it, might be always attended wnth conle- 
quences fo defiiable. Jhit who was the author of thole 
amendments, or how they were luggefted to him, was an 
inquiry of no conlcqucnce to the Committee; lo incon- 
fiderahle an objeiSf as that was ni't now to ingrols their at¬ 
tention; all that was neceffary foi them to confider was, 
that thofe amendments were a great improvement to the 
general fyftetn before them, that they tended moie eftecSlually 
to fecure and promote the ends for which that arrangement 
was to be adopted, the general welfare of the empiie at 
laige, and a mutual participation of commercial advantages 
between its two moll confiderable members, the kingdoms of 
Great Biitain and Ireland. The motives therefore which 
had heretofore urged him and his friends to this raeafure, 
had now acquired new ftrength and vigour from the Hill m- 
creafing profpedf of utility, lafety, and praiSficability, which 
thofe new amendments held out; and he hoped they would 
aMb operate in like manner on the Houfe, encouraging them 
with the gieatei confidence and fpirit to put the finifhing 

hand 
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hand to a fyllem, the neceffity of whictj was fo apparent, 
and, Without which, the mutual good difpofitions between 
the two countries were liable to fo much danger of being in¬ 
terrupted, weakened, and deftroyed. 

Mr. Tox exprelled fome furpnfe, that the right honour- Mr. Tax, 
able gentleman, who was handlomely dilchargiug his duty 
to truth, and leturning thanks to thofe, to whom he con- 
tefled himfelf under fome obligations, Ihould chufe to ac¬ 
company his !^knowledgements with abufe, and that of the 
ftaleft and moB ^a'^’toicd fort. 

Mr. Pultency laid, he thought a better plan than the pre- Mr Pnlw.. 
fent propolitionb might have been fixed on; but he never- 
thelels Ihould vote for them he wilhed, howevei, as fo much 
good had been done by delay already, that the right honour¬ 
able grnilciiuin would not hurry them through, but would 
conlent to ic))ort a progrefs, and allow the Committee to 
life without coming to a vote that evening. 

Lord Penrhyn role, 111 anfwei to lome remarks that had Ld Pearfli* 
been made by Mr. Dundas, who had mfinuatted that the 
noble Lord, as Chairman ol the Wcll-lndia merchants, had 
bet^n exceedingly biify and aiSlivc 111 oppofing the refolutions, 
a cirumftance which ht had ftated to be a fpecies of infatua¬ 
tion, as the more markets the Well-India planters had to 
carry rum to, and the more cuftomers they got, the bettei. 

His Lordlhip leemed hurt at having been iingled out as 
Chairman of the V\ cjft-India merchants. he faid, the manu¬ 
factures, commciee, and revenue of this eountrs, were ob- 
jeCts as important in ms conlideiation as lus Wefl-liulia 
eilates. Lord Penrhyn prefled for moic time to conflder 
the piopofitions. 

Mr. Rofe got up to anfwer an illufion Mi. Fox hid made Mr Rcf<. 
to what had paflld in the Houle the other day, relative to a 
converfation bttween Mr. Chbbons of Jhiflol and him. Mr. 

Role faid, foitnnately for h'ln, in J molt comfortably for his 
feelings, his light honourable friend bad that morning found 
a paper m his drawei, ftating an account of what had 
palled between Mr. Gibbons, Mr. Reynolds (a mofl lefpcc- 
table character) and hiinlelf, whith he had wiitten two 
days after the convcriation happened. 1 his paper fully lup- 
ported what he had laid m the Houfe'', 

Mr. 

^ The following IS die extraft of the paper alluded to 

“ Wuh relpt^t to Ireland, then pimcipal apprchtnfion arofe fiom 
** a fearot competition, owing tothcdifflrciicc of dune, on the im- 

u poi cation 
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Mr. Fox faid a fe# words in explanation. 

Mr. Brickdale rofe to mamtain the high refpedlabihty of 
the charaiSler of Mri Gibbons. 

The ftrangers were ordered to wtth^aw, and the Com* 
mittee divided on the motion of adjournment, » 

Ayes - - - - _ - 90 - 

Noes ----- - 19^ 

The Chairman then reported the third refoluAon, to which 
Mr. £dn. Mr. moved two amendments •-*-The^iil: purported 
to except from the defcnption of goodsVsJ^^ heieafter im¬ 
portable fiom Ireland into Great Britain; ‘‘ All goods of the 
‘‘ growth, produce, and mamifaSaire of places beyond the 
“ Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan.” Mr. 
Eden Bated, that this reftrnStion was neceflary, as it would 
he found upon examination not to be compnfed within the 
terms of the ninth propofition, which fecures the Eaft-India 
monopoly to Great Britain. The other amendment was, 
“ That no drawback Ihould be payable under the i>ew plan, 
“ till certihcates Biould be returned from the country to 
“ which the export is made according to the form at prefent 
pradlifed.” Both amendments were admitted by the 
Chancelloi of the Exchequer after fome converfation, and 
then the amended refolution was voted' thus amended it was 
as follows: 

‘‘ That towards cairying into full clledl fo defirable a fet* 
‘‘ llement, it is fit a«d proper that all articles, not the growth 

** portation of iron into each country, it is per ton m Ire. 

land, ancll m England, but I explained to tkem, that 

** when the direft tiade to tlie colonics was given to the Irifr, they 
** agreed to impofe a duty on the export of their iron manufaftures, 
ol per ton, to compenfate for the difference of duty 

** on the importation of the raw material, and as to the interchange 
of manufa£fuics between this country and Ireland, that befides the 
“ equal elutv intended to be impofed by each country upon importi- 
tion from the other, an additional duty would probably be im- 
“ pofcd on good* coming fiom Ireland, to make up alfo for the dif- 
feicncc of duty upon the importation of iron into the two con- 
‘f tries 

“ One of the perlons who will probably come to-elay, is a Mr 
'* Gibbons of Bnfiol, by whom the calculation was made of the 
“ quantum of duty which the Irilh impofed upon the export of their 
manufaflurcs to tht Weft Indies, and who it may perhaps be ad- 
** viieable to employ again m the prefent arrangement, he came to 
town in coiiitqucnct of a letter I wrote him, and at the mflaace of 
** Ml Rcynoldb, a great iron founder in Shropftiirc,” 

-2 #• 
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or manufacture of Great Britain 43r frelandj except thoie 
of the growth, produpe, or manufaClMre of any of the 
** countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Strptits 
<< of Magellan, Ihould be imported in each kingdom from 
“ the other reciprocally under the fame regulations, and that 
“ the fame duties (if fubjeCl to duties) to which they would 
“ be lial)le4when export(,d from the c^ountry or place, from 
whence the fame may have been imported into Great JBri 
“ tain or Ii^land rcfpeClively, as the cafe may be; and that 
all dutiea^ongipally paid upon impoitation into either 
“ lefpedtively,‘except on airack and brandy, and on ruin 
and .ill forts of Ilrong waters, not imported from Britiih 
colonies in the Weft Indies, or America, lhall be fully 
“ drawn back on expoit.ntion to the other; but neverthelefs 
the duties ftiatl continue to be protedled and guarded as ^ 

“ piefent, by withholding the drawback until a certificate 
ffom the proper officeis of thg revenue m the l^gdora to 
‘‘ uhich the export m.iy be made, fhall be returned and pre- 
“ paicd with the entry oufward.” 

Mr. Chancellor P/ti then ftated the fourth lefolution, Mr Chi»n« 
and faid, that he brought it foi wards though at lo late an **'*** 
hour, becaufe he had obferved from fome geftures and other 
lynaptonjs on the oppofite fide of the Houfe, that it was 
likely to be mifrepiercnted . in order to obviate which, he 
would introduce it witli an amendment, which ftated, that 
the laws of Great B.itain to be m foice in Ireland, weie to 
be left to the adra'flion and difcuflion of the Irilh Paili^ment 
previous to being enadled. 

'Mr. S/tet tdan anfwercd, that the words propofed as an Mr. sb#!- 
amendment, did not, in his opinion, tend to remove the veiy ‘J*®* 
reafonable jealoufies which the caufe could not fail of fug- 
gefting, and recommended time for confideraiion. 

Ml. Chancellor P//r then Cud, that he underftood other Mr Chao- 
amendments were intended, and wifhed to know them, that 
they might be confidered. 

Mr ^deu thereupon ftated fome farther alterations; and Mr Bdetu 
added, that with the afliftance and concurrence of fiiends, 
he was prepared to fubmit feveial others on the principle of 
leflening tl?e objedtionable parts of the plan, in cafe it Ihould 
he forced forwards, which appeatfcd •every hour more diffi¬ 
cult, without danger to the commerce of the one kingdom 
and the conftitution of the other* 


. Mr. Chancellor Pm anfwered, that as the new matter Mr ciwn- 
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HA i 9 Slai 9 i wifhed to difcUfs oC importance in an ex- 

Houfe^ he would coiifent to adjourn. 

The feveral dependent bufjnedhs were then fixed for dif- 
fisrent days, and the Houfe adJoUmed 4 o Monday/at half 
pail fix in the morning. 

\ 

Afonday, May 2:3. 1 

A debate and a divifion took place on a bill^ranting the 
prolongation of a patent to Lord Dundoii^Jh for his in¬ 
vention of extradling tar from fea coal — m favour of the 
bill S8, againft it 28. 

In a Committee of ways and means, Mr. Rofe moved fot 
an additional duty of three flnlhngs on four-wheel carriages, 
which brought the duty to feven pounds. After fome debate 
It was agreed to. 

On thdl^^md reading of the bill for laying a tax on re¬ 
tail Ihops; 

AUerman Alderman Newnham exprefled his averfion to tlie meafure, 
Iftwabain, as being of all taxes that was ever propofed, the moll partial, 
oppreflive, and ruinous, and one which would operate with 
double injury on his conftituents. The right honourable gen¬ 
tleman who propofed it, was unaccuftomed to tiade, and 
tinacquainted with the lower walks of life, was not perhaps 
aware, that the property of a man was by no means to be 
eftimated from the rent of his houfe, and his ability to 
bear additional burdens was as little fo. According to the 
different lines of bufinefs in which men were engag^, they 
were under the neceffity of having their in ihops particular fi- 
toations, fo that a tmn might undergo a very heavy rent in a 
principal ftreet, whole receipts were much infeiior to people 
in different lines of bufitieis, who had no occafion fo much 
to confult fituation. In the great ftreets of London, tliere 
were many on whom this tax would operate at the rate Of 
lol. 20I. and 30!. a year, whofe means and abilities would 
be httle able to bear it, and who with ftruggling and diffi¬ 
culty were enabled to live at prefent. lliere were no means 
whereby this additional biurden could be transferred from 
the ihopkeeper to tfie public; as it would be impoifible fo 
to apportion the adM<^^ dievwy infighificant article as not 
to m^e the poUic^ay infinitely taiMfe ^han the tax was cal¬ 
culated to produce or to feave^'llie entire lofs to be fiif- 
tauied by the ihopkeepor hitnfelf. Sefides, wheiHver the 
’operation of it was light, it would be fo only on the great 

dealer. 
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dealer, whofe hea\y receipts may enaUe hm^ to ^ear 
^ditional tax on hi3 houi^ without rai^in|; the price oi 1^ 
Vommodity; and the poorer dealer, whofe income and pro¬ 
fits were light, mufi give up his bread, unable,to pay fo 
heavy a fum without chaiging it on his ciiilomers. After 
ufing many other arguments, he concluded by oppofing 
the bill. * 

Mr. HX 7 %or»ton faid, that though he knew the vote he Mr- H,, 
was deternVned to give was contrary to the fenfe of his '^*‘*'"*®®* 
coiiftitucntsy he would fupport the bill; and argued, from 
the univerfal clamour it occafioned, that it was totally 
exempt fi om the charge of being partial: for was it not to 
fall fo generally as it would do, and afiei^l; every Ihopkeeper 
in an equal degree, the extenfive dealer would be pleafed at 
it as tlirowing the bufinefs into his hands which the poorer 
kind could be no longer able to contend with him, and for 
fuch an advantage, he would be very ready to the fum 
which this bill demanded of him; but as all parties appeared 
mterefied in it, he was warranted to fay, that all parties 
would be equally afle£led. ‘ 

Mr. Aideiraan Watfov condemned the tax in the ftrongeft Mr, aw, 
terms, faying, it would, if carried into a law, drive many ^**^'"»* 
an uiifortanate Widow, and many an indufinous tradefman into 
beggary and ruin, 'fhe metropolis would pay the greateib 
Ihare in the preient tax as well as it had done m the commu- 
taticm; and now laboured under as many loads as it was able 
poffibly to bear. It was cruel to think of the poor and indul^ 
trious part of our traders paying 130,000!. per annum, in 
addition to e\ery other burden with which they were already 
opprefled; there were many other obje 61 s well worthy of 
being taxed which were entirely exempt from any thing or the 
kind* It was a complaint once urged, that in the partition 
of pi^perlj, the church obtained more than its due propor¬ 
tion, but now the fame obfervation would apply much mote 
jufily to the law: m that, the profefiors obtained fo great 
a proportion of the public money, that It fliould properly 
contributeibme lhare in the reliet of its burden, lie there¬ 
fore fubmitted whether it would not be prpper to I.iy a tax 
on attomies, or make them take out a licenfc of gol. eachj 
which, taking the nmpbqr of attomies m this country at 
no more than 5000I. would produce a revenue of i jo,oool^ 

He alfo remarked, that there now exified a prohibitipn on 
the importution of cambric, notwithfianding which, no 
other than foreign cambric was fcarcely ever worn: this, 
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of courfc, whilft It rfi mi milled tlie revenue, gave gfeat en¬ 
couragement to fmujggling, fo that he would pfopofe the^ 
irnpomuii of a duty on alt cambrics imported Thefe, if 
adopted, would be more than fufficient to compenfate for 
this tax, and would be productive of no injury what- 
C'.er. 

Mr. Dimpjiet fluted, that it had been alledgdl heretofore 
as a realon lOi not t.king oft the piohibition oiithe impoi- 
tation ot clinbnc, that theie was a growing ma^tidtory m 
Scotland . but nr w ib able to affure tlie lipufe, nhit the ma- 
tiufidure did not futceed, and was now dircontinucci. 

Mr Fo>^ laid, that though not foi ward to oppole taxes m 
that Houfe, he had fo many realons to difappro\e ol this, 
thathecoulJ not poflibly think of agreeing to it befides, 
the opinion he hiil formed on it himlelf, he undtrflood from 
many ot his conftnuents, that the prtftut tix, though bur- 
dcnlomc >«, itfelf, would be doublv lo fiom thecftV^spio- 
duceJ on ftiops by the comirutation mealuie. for, it he 
was well mfoimtd, that operated on people in tiaJe as a ftiop 
as well as a houfe 11\, and the efteCt of it was inoft le\erciy 
Jell by tliofe whofe occupation anil bufmefi, made it neceflary 
for them to ln\t l.irgc windows and public fittb for the ex*- 
pofuie of their goods. Taking the piefent t.ix in various 
points of view, he proceeded to e\poft the c\il tendency , of 
it, and by way of lubftitution, not being at picfent prepared 
with any thing particuhu, he would itcommend the adoption 
of ihofe liiitls thrown out by an honounblc Alderm iii ap- 
piehending, however, at the tame time, the I ix propefed on 
attornies vws tal on on too fangulne a ftatcnicnt 

Lord K'irih faid, though he mull conlider the prefent tax 
as a vetv iniiiUitious one, ytt he knew fo well the diiliculty 
of propcfing eligible taxes, that when it came to a divifioti 
he wcuIJ not vnte againft it. He recolleifted a tax which 
hadbem Lrt to h.m, and which he adopted in part, but 
made fuch (xctpiibris as neerkd no longer tjvijl. He was at 
that lime tht readier to make the exceptions, as he did not 
want the money winch they would produce he meant the 
tax on auCldns; which had always exceeded the fum for 
which It was origin'llt.iken. The exception*! made were 
the fales of the Eail-lndia Coinpanv, the HudfonVBay Com¬ 
pany ; and the laics from ihe Court of Chancery He mere¬ 
ly threw this out from leco^kfljon, as being the firft that 
occurred, and which he thought much prefeiable to the prt- 
fent tax. The Liili-Iiidia lales only, at the rate of ilree 

pehce 
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pdnce iu the pound would produce 6o,oool. His Lordflilp 
^uch difapproved of the plan of abohfhing the occupa* 
tW ot pedlars and liawkeis in order to recommend tlie pre- 
ferh bill to Ihopkeepers; they were the only checks on the 
fhopkeepers in the country parts of England to prevent ex¬ 
tortion and deceit* he'knew it was alledged againft them, 
that they ^couiagcd fmugghng, and he could not fay whe¬ 
ther they v|ere exempt from the charge; but this he was 
certain of, that if they did not give encouragement to Imug- 
gling they weie tlv only trading people in the country who 
could boall: of tliat merit; and, as to their being often re¬ 
ceivers of ftolen goods, he believed that charge would he 
more pioperly againft pawnbrokers, who were real objeiSts 
of taxation. His Lordftiip concluded, by remarking, that 
in his opinion, this bill could not be fo productive as the 
Miniftei expected. 

Mi. Chancellor Ptu faid, though many gentleOsen feemed Mr Chan- 
thisi day lufliciently forward to open their budget, he was 
forry to find, that nothing was offeied which earned the 
fmallf'ft degif e of apptobation in his mind, 7 fiere was much 
dilFeience betwen throwing out loofe hints, and following 
tliera into a lyftein of complete execution. It was natural 
for an lionouiable gentleman, led by prejudices exceedingly 
popular, or perhaps impelled by vinduftive motives, to pro- 
poic a t IX of 30I. on attornies, but he would find that meafure 
neitlier piafticable nor productive, if attempted to be pur- 
fued. 'fhe article of cambric was propofed on much more 
leaionabk giounds, and yet there weie certain relative cir- 
cumftinces Vtliicli muft induce him alfo to forego that. He 
was well aware, that it was now Imuggled into this country, 
but theic were fonie icalons which now obliged him to en¬ 
dure tlie evil. He was not certain thtt the Houfe in gene- 
lal knew to what he alluded, but if they did not, he was not 
now at lilieity to make the beft advantage of the argument. ' 

A noble Lord, fiom, perhaps, a principle of refentment aho, 
piopofed a tax on the Tales of the Eaft-Indu Company^, to- 
gethei with fome others, but if the Company’s fituation was 
fuch as the noble Lord often attempted to reprefent it, the 
Public could fcarcelv wifti to put 6o,oool. of their money 
yearly into their poc’ ets. ^ 

Lord l^otth explained, that though he might wifti the td North, 
affairs of the baft-India Company better regulated, he could ' 

not poftibly have any refentment againft the Company itfelf. 

Lord 
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iUU h»9^^ Hood fgi^i tbat frofi^ Wimt he had heard on the iuh- 

Je£l, he was imptrefled with 6> thorough a convidlion of thj 
^UTpropnpty of the ta3t, that both his duty and luchnatr^n 
united in inducing h>oi to vote agamA it, , 

Mr. aider- Mr. Alderinan Sawhndge fau^ that though the Chi^ncel- 
lor of the Exchequer might have ftrong motives for endea¬ 
vouring to opprels WehmJUjdery which had foimprudently 
lelifted hifi attempts to nominate its reprefentativ|s, he ftiould 
not involve London in the puiufhment, whicly did not fo 
much partake of the gmit. ^ ' 

Sir W. Lewei fpoke againft the bill. 

After £ome moie converfation, the Houle divided on the 
fecoiid reading, when the numbers weie, 

Font - - - . 142 

Againfl It - > - 51 

The bill was then ordered to be committed. 

About ^ght o’clock the order of the day loi going into a 
Committee on the Irilh proportions was read; the Houfc 
accordingly refolved itfelf into a Committee, Mi. M. A. 
TayJor in the chair, 

'1 he Cliairmaii tfien read the following refolution, which 
had been moved on Friday moiuiiig laft, but the debate on 
which had been adjourned to this day. 

“ Refolved, That it is highly important to the general 
interefts of the Britilh empire, that the laws for regu- 
“ lating trade and navigation fl'oulcl be the fame in Great 
Britain and Ireland; and therefore that it is eflential to- 
wards carrying into effedl: the prefent fettlemcnt, that all 
laws which have been made, 01 {lull be made m Great 
Britain, for fecurmg exclufivc privileges to the Blips and 
manners pf Great Britain, TreUnd, and the Bntifli colo- 
•* niss and plantations; and for regulating and reftiammg 
thi trade of the Bntifli colonies and plantations, Biall be 
“ m force m Ireland (by adls to be pafled in the Parliament 
** of that kingdom) in the fame manner as in Great Britain; 
“ and that proper meafures fliall from time to time be taken 
for effedlually carrying the fame into execution.” 

Mr. SWi- Mr* Sheridan alked if the words By aiSIs to be pafled in 
“ the Parliament of Ireland,” had really l>eeu moved on 
Friday morning laft; for he did not recolleiS: to have heard 
them till the moment the Chairman had read them, 
lb. Taylor ^Ir. Taylor replied, the words alluded to were moft cer¬ 
tainly part of the motion put into hw hand on 1 riday morn- 
mg by the Ch.aiccIIor of the Fxchequer* 


Lord 
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Lord Bcauchainp then role and dhierved) diat the Hottle l*i4 Bow- 
';ould not' be too otteii reminded of the immner in whtcU the 
bofeels then under confideration had originated. It had 
not^^ faid, arifen fiom any reqmfition on the part of the 
Parliament of Ireland, but h»kl been fuggeifted on the part 
of the MinVIors of Cireat Britain, to the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons in D ‘l>lin, by a gentleman^ a member of that Houtb* 
then in office m tliat kingdom. The Parlianiftit of 
Ireland liad adopted tlic propohtioni. fo fuggefted, and thtf 
had been afteiwaids |>ropolcd to the Briiim Houfe of Com¬ 
mons by the Minifter, Having faid this, his Lordlhip 
dared, lie liad not hi^’lierto entered at all into a difcuffion. 
of tlie general pnnciple of tlie fyilem m contemplation; but 
he could not help exprdling his iatisfai^ion, that a final fet- 
tiement was about to take place with Ireland, on the impor¬ 
tant fubje< 5 ls of a commercial intcrcourfe and a political cem- 
tjciflion. With regal d to the comnieicialfyficm, hfs Lordfhij^ 
faid, he was very much inclined to the fame way of thinl!> 
mg with the right honourable gentleman, and ]to declare hit 
appiobation of the plan adopted by IIis Majefty’s Minifter'^ 
and followed Up ui the proportions voted by the Parliament 
of Ireland. He thought the admitting Ireland to a partici¬ 
pation of the commcicial advintages of tins country, ^ fair, 
a libeial, and an handfome line ot conduct for Cireat Brltam 
to purfue, and fuch as could not but tend effectually to con¬ 
duce to liai mom/;c and cement the re .nauiing parts of the 
enipiic, and to give ftrength, energy, nnd vigoui to the 
whole. He bad, he find, every leafon of a pet Tonal nature 
to wiih well to Iiekmd, and h'=‘ had leifons equally j^erfo- 
fial to induce him to be anxious foi the paiticufar profperity 
of Great Bn tain thus ciicuiTifJanti d, it was impoffibht for 
him not to feel with impartiality on the occafion* 

and to be fincerely defirous, that the future connexion he- 
f veen the two countries filiould l>e rtd|ufird 6n fuch term« 
as Ihould give complete TatisfaiVion to both, and enfuie tlKin 
mutual happinefs on a permanent bafis. Undei this Imprel- 
fion he had endeavomed to invelligate the whole of the pro- 
pofitions, with a hoi^e that no one of them would have af- 
ibided the fmalleft ground foi ohjciSIion, he was lorry, 
therofoie to find, that the prefent propofition was liable, ^ 

Upon the face of it, to vei y ienous obfcclion. 7 he iali 
time the fubjeifl had leen under confideration, it happened to 
have been extremely inconvenient for him tp attend, or he 
Ihould luveftated lus reafons for dilapproving the fourth pio- 

pofitioo. 
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pofitjon, and have pointed out to the Commtttee, why he 
thoughjt it ob|e< 5 lionable. Xhe right honouiahle gentleman* 
had, he found, made an amendment, wiih a defue to remp^Je 
that interpretation to which the proportion \^as hefore/Jbvi- 
oufly liable; but though he was ready to atlmit^^lie right 
honourable gentleman deferved credit for his laucj*TbIe endea¬ 
vour to remove the obje£lion, yet he mull con^is, that the 
amendment dul not at all dnumini the force of |is oh)c<£lion 
to the proportion He would, he faid, ftate to the Houie 
his reafons for thinking fo, and fulmiit itJ:o iheir judgement 
to decide whether they were not of fome we ght. In the 
airangement of a fyftem of fo fenous and important a niture 
as that under confideration, every gentleman mull: agree, that 
particular caie ought to be taken in the mannei of cany mg 
it into execution, to guard againft doing any thing that was 
likely to give rife to conftitutional jealoufy on the part of 
Ireland now in the propofition bi-fore them, there were words 
that he owned ftruck Ivm as likely to have that effe6l fiom 
'the alteration propofed by the right honourable gentlemnn, it 
■was evident they had ftruck him m the fame manner, hut 
though he admitted, that it was highly laudable in the right 
honourable gentleman to endeavour to obviate the objedhon, 
yet he mull contend that the alteration propofed did not in 
the fmallcft degree remove it; becaufe, if it were allowed, that 
the declaring that the laws which have been made, or ftiall 
be made, in Great Britain, for legulating and reflraining the 
trade with the Eritifh colonies and plantations, fliall he m 
force m Ireland in the fame manner as in Great Britain, was 
liable to the interpretation, that it was infringing on the in¬ 
dependent right of legiflatmg for herfelf, which Ireland pof- 
fefled, furely it was not lefs fo, even although the Hntijfh 
laws were to be in force in Ireland, in confcquence of laws 
to be enadted by the Parliament of the latter kingdom. On 
the contrary, if Great Britain prcvioufly bound down Ireland 
for the future to pafs flmilar Jaws lefpedling the trade of the 
two countries with the Weft Indies, as Great Britain pafled, 
Ireland was in that inftance abridged of her right of legif- 
lating for herfelf, and her Parliament became merely the prol- 
mugator and regiftcr ot the edidts of the Britifti Parliament. 
His Lordfhip argued this for fome time, and declared, he 
was far from fufpedling that there had Iieen any defign m 
the Tiglit honourable gentleman, by the infertion of this pro¬ 
pofition among the reft, to play a trick off upon Ireland, and 
infidioufly, as it were, to deprive her of a right, of whicli 

ih« 
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(he was more proud than of any one privilege (kt enjoyed; 
valuing it> as he was perfaaded {he did, before idl the com* 
i«.erci^ advantages, to a free participation of wiiich this 
cotMjitiy had it in her power to admit her. The right ho- 
nourahi£L?entleman*s charadler ftood too high not to bear 
out any li^i furpicion, and he was very far from meaning 
to impute ir to him: but knowing that Ihe put this degree 
of eftimatioi _ on the right ot legillating for herlelij he thought 
It his duty to warn the Committee m time of the danger of 
fiiffering a proportion to pars which poffibly might excite 
a ronftitutionai jeSiloufy m Ireland, and might fow the 
feeds of much future di icon tent and dilTatisfaiSlion. He con¬ 
tended, that Mr. Orde Ihould have been inftrudled to have 


fubmitted this propofition to the Parliament of Ireland, 
previous to the Jlntiih Houfe of Commons being called 
upon to vote it; becauie, unlefs we were certain, that the 
Parliament of Ireland were ready to coincide in it, the vot¬ 
ing It in that Houfe was not only a ilep that might, by 
it!> future confequences, turn out to have been unneceilary 
to have been taken, but extremely unwife and imprudent. 
His Lordlhip reafoned upon the peculiar manner in which 
the propofition was worded, reminding the Committee, that 
It v\ as rather extraordinary, that a propofition, which had 
not made any part of thofe fuggefied to the Parliament of 
Ireland, but had been moved e\en fulifequent to the firft. 
day of opening the fubje£l to the Britilli Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, by way of amendment, fhould be declared ellential 
towards carrying into effect the prefent fettlement. If it 
were io effential, it ought undoubtedly to have been fug- 
gefted to the Parliament of Ireland, togethei with the others 
that had been there fuggefied by Mr. Ordc, previous to its 
coming to the Bntifii Houfe of Commons. He dwelt upon 
this for fome time, and then faid, he faw no rcafon whatever 
for the propofition making a part of the plan; at any rate, 
theie could not be the fmalleft occafion for infcrtmg that 
part of It which, lie feared, would give rife to that conftitu* 
tional jealoufy it was fo much his wifii to prevent: he 
thought It would be enough to make a general declaration, 
that It was highly important to the mterefts of the Britifli 
empire, that thp laws for regulating trade and navigation 
fiiould be thOrfame m Great Britain and Ireland; and leave it 


to the prudence pf the two countries to a£k upon that declara¬ 
tion. By way of impreffing theCowmittee with an idea that 
this might be done with p#r£e^ iafety, he urged the genera, 
VoL. XVIII. 3 A readmeP 
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of thef Parliament of Ireland to pafs Ja*rs for com¬ 
mercial regulations, fitnilar to thofe pafTed by the Pathament 
of Great Britain. Having dwelt on this for a conliderah*e 
time, he went fummarily through a recapitulation of va¬ 
rious arguments he had ufed, and adding fome fa^tllcr ob- 
lervations, he concluded with fubmitting to the^^^ommittee 
an amendment, which, he faid, appealed to h'^m likely to 
remove the objeftions to which the propolition|appeared to 
be liable m its prefent form; hrs Lordflnp’s amendment was 
to leave out the words from “ Ii eland',” to the \\ords “ and 
that proper mCafures fliould be taken,” &c. &c. 

Demp- Mr. Dtmj'Jhr di^^ered in opinion tiom the noble Lord, 
and could not help thinking but that Ins nohlc fiuMid’s ob- 
jc£lion was folcly owing to his not having properly confi- 
der^-d the nature of the compaft 01 treaty then undei con- 
lideration. He faid, he admired the treaty "iltogcther, and 
conlidcred it as one of the .vilcft and moft prudent incalures 
that ever was agitated but Inrelv the proportion ob 
jetfltd to by the noblt l.ord, was by no means liable to the 
objedhons that the noble Lord had made to it. Did the 
noble Loid lecolledl, that it w^as to be regarded exadfly as a 
treaty between two fore'gn powers; for it was a tieity be¬ 
tween tw’O independent Pailiameuts, who would exift aftci 
the treaty was concluded, and thtrefoie it was not like the 
Union with Scotland, by whidi the Parhament of Scotland 
was aholilhed . in cafe any part of the ope ration of the plan 
of Union hid piovtd inconvena nt and Oj)pieffii\e, theic 4 ’as 
no party exiftmg to ticat tor S«-otland. SuppoJing, on tlie 
other hand, for inftance, that the lieaty now ncgocialing 
between C ru-at Britain and Irthud, Ihould turn out as pu- 
judiciai ind as ruinous, as he in his conlciencc believed it 
would piovc the icverfc, th. paities avlio made it being 
ftill in cxiftcnce, would have it in tiieii power to undo any 
pait ot It that, upon experiment, had been tound to ful, and 
to new arringpit in a manner lefs iniurious and more pilV. 
Mr. DempBer was loud m praife of the pi in of coniifdioM 
now Ui negociation, and defiled gentlemen to look at th 
fad levtrfe of the puSlure that would prefent itfell, in ciie 
the piefint piopofition^ were not agreed to. Let gr nilcmcn 
luppofe Iicland provoktal to the extinftion of Hutilh mami 
tadturcs by means of high protefting duties; let gentltmeii 
fuppole hei neutral in a time of war; let them fuppoL i 
French fleet lying and \idlualling in Cork haiboin, upon the 
look out, itady to upon our fliips foon as they came 
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out of our poits; let them fuppofe the Iriili forced to feek 
markets for their’produce and manufactures, and coming 
l)ac% liom the Continent fieighted with contraband goods, 
which ,tliey could bring home witli a view to run them into 
our poii*> let gentlemen fuppolc them in a ftill more hoitile 
llite, and ti^“ idea wouM be melancholy and miferable m the 
e\ti t me. M r. *i )empller enlarged on thefe luppofiiions, and 
uipcd the Ccmmittee, as they regarded the welfaic of the 
empiie, by no mt.iiis to let their faces ngainft the propofi- 
tion-s, the not palhiig of which could not, he laid, but be 
attended with the molt dikigieeable conlet|iiences. 

Ml. Poivy<! declared, he had not laid any thing upon the Mr Pawysi 
general qucllioii ol thepropolltions, but there was one thing 
which he wjfl.cd to be alteitained m, and Ihould be glad of 
an anlwer —in what litu ition would the Icamen of Ireland 
Hand in time ot war ^ Hoc uile, if lliey weie to all intents 
and purpolrs the i uiie as the feamen of f jJLMt lintain, the 
tjneftion then became tonhdeiably tiaiiowcd it was no lon¬ 
ger a quelhoa of navigition, butuimined mcRly a tjueftion 
of hnincc and a que ition ol comm<ice. Wi'tli regard to 
what hid nlien from an honouiable gentleinui on the fime 
b*nch With him, it w lo impofiilile for linn to agree with 
bun in that pa''t of his nr{rumcnt in which, compiring th« 
inteiKlcd compact with Ireland to a treaty between foreign 
poweis, he hul talked ot its being a perpetual and perma- 
rent treaty, and vrt Jiad advanced, that if it was proved to 
hear haul upon cither of the contriCimg powers, it could be 
pul an end to, and lu^w made. This was. Mi. Powys faid, 
not merely chieCiiy the reverie of what he undei/lood to be 
the iiatuic ot the trcity m qiicllion, but a contiadiClion in 
terms; tor how could that bo fud to be a perpetual and pci- 
n.anent treaty, tliat w is liable to be hrc/ken olF at the will 
of either of the parties'^ Mi. Powys iaid, he undeiflood 
that It was to be a permanent ticaty, and to continue in force 
foi ever. With iigard to the qucflion lelativc to the lea- 
nen, that he Ihould vi ifli to h ive lulwered, if it wtic worth 
the while of the right honouiable gentleman to take any no¬ 
tice of a queflion coming fiom wliat was the mcie trumpeiy 
cf the llouii. 

Ml. Chancellor Pitt immediately lofe, and laid, that there Mr,Chan* 
was no need ot putting fueh a queflion to him in lo pointed caliorPm 
a manner, as he ihould always he ready to aiiiwer whatever 
might be d^sinandfd of him of that natuie, upon the fliglitefl 
m.tiraation from .uv gentlrman of a dcTire to heir his ppi- 

3 A 2 non. 
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jitdfu With legi^ to the which the honottrable 

gentlemaa had put relative to the iituation in which the 
Irilh feamen were to ftand after the final conclufion of 4 ie 
prefent depending arrangement, he faid, there was ncv^reat 
difficulty in anfwenng it, Thefituation of the Ir^fSKeamen 
with rel^dl to this country was to be precifely lame as it 
was at the prefent moment; for the fame claiilis which the 
King of Great Britain had by the Jaws of Britain to the fei- 
vices of the Britifli feamcn, he would alio have in his capa 
city of King of Ireland, by the laws of Ireland, to the Ici- 
vices of the feamen ot that country. Thus the general 
welfore of the two kingdoms being one and the fame thing, lo 
the principal defence of each, thole perfons who ferved in out 
navy would be properly undei the very fame head and au¬ 
thority, namely, the King of Great Britain and Ireland. 
This was the confiiiutional fituation in which they now 
' wert, and would continue to remain under the new ar 
xangement, without any change whatever, but, in anotlicr 
point of view, they would unde-rgo a very efiential change, 
becaule, by becoming more cloiely connected with the mte- 
refis of Gieat Britain, they would conlequently be found 
more zealous to promote and fupport them. There was 
another lubjedi which, though it had already been Ipoken to 
by an honourable gentleman under the gallery (Mr. Deinp- 
fier) in a manner which, fiom the ftrength ot reafoning, and 
the forcible delivery with which it was accompmied, he was 
ceitain muft have made a deep impreffion on the Committee, 
It wasneceflary for him to fay a few words on. This w'as an 
antwer to foraething that fell fiom the noble Lord who moved 
the amendment, which he thought of fo very extraordinary 
a nature, as to call loudly for a complete refutation. If he 
could have thought it poffible that the propofition now before 
the Committee could, by any conllrudlion, be made inftru- 
mental to the defign towards which it was endeavoured to 
apply It, the creating an ahim m Iieland, as if a re-aflump- 
tion of the legillative authority of Great Britain over that 
kingdom were in contemplation, he fhould rather abandon 
and relinqujfii the whole of his plan, than nfque the^dangers 
which muft arife from fuch a mifconception. But he w'ould 
truft to the good fenfe of the people of Ireland, that they 
would by no means fuffer themfelves to be iropofed upon by 
fuch inhnuations, but fee the propofition m its true light, 
that of the only poffible means by which the conne£lion 
fought for between the-twev kingdoms could efteftually and 

with 
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With prtidence he eftabHflied. To commutncate to Ireland 
our tirade to our own Colonies nece€aniy implied, that Ire¬ 
land was to put that trade under fuch regulations a? Great 
Briioin had found neceflary towards rendering that trade he- 
neficial’t^ herfelf; and jtwas but common fenfeand common 
juftice th 3 ^ Ireland, in being admitted to a participation of 
that over which Gieal liritain hid an mdifputable dominion, 

(her colonial trade) flioiild at lead bind herfelf not to exercife 
the newly-acqmied right in i manner which the Parliament 
of Cheat Britain li iving judged injui tous to her interefts, and 
incompitible with louud policy, hid of courfe iirolnb\ted to 
her own lubjedts. lit put the cale of two totally dillindt 
and unconnected fl ites, one of which fliould receive from 
the other a particular privilege or advint ige, in the enjoy¬ 
ment of which It was uiuU i a ftipuhtion to accommod ite 
itlelf to Inch limitations and legulations a;* the prudence of 
the conceding date fliould fiom time to time deem iifceflaiy- 
Would this, he liked, be a lelinquiniment of its indepen¬ 
dence If lo, thtic wis haicely i rntion m Luiope Ah'cli 
had not at one time or other leli'ujuilned it,‘ foi there was 
none that had not on Ionic occalioii fubmittcd the enjoyment 
of advantages derived fiom the conceHion of othei flares to 
the coiitiol of tint Bate fiom which they Wv-re derived. 

No* tins was not a luirender of independence, noi any fa- 
crifice of legiflative fupremacy, but merely in engagement 
to exererfe the legiflative power in a paiticular mannei, and 
that for certain advanlages, for the acqiiifition of which the 
tngagement was entered into. He argued on the ibluidity 
of fu|)poling that theie could on any occaflon m Inland he 
a queiiioii as to the adopting a law of Cjieit 1 rita.n on the 
lubjeift of the navigation and commerce with the Colonies; 
for as no law could ever be fnppofed to he piflcd in I’ngland 
except for the advantage of hngland, lo the adoption of tliQ 
lame law in Iieland muft have the lame cfle£t theie. He 
fliould not, he faid, after all that he liad aheady offered to 
the Houle on the leveral prcced'r.g debates, enter more parti- 
cuhily into the geneial buflnefs of the urangemcnt, hut as 
he had a full and perfl cl confidence m the good i aderfland'ng 
of the people of Iieland, that they would not he perluadtd 
to receive lo ablurd and fo ill-founded an alarm, lo he would 
truff to the cool refledtion and more fober judgement of the 
noble Loid, that he would defift from any andeavours to 
fjiread it. 


Mr. 
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Sbtri- Mt. Shertdan rofe next, arid Ci^ended that it was fair to 
argue, that the propofition wajs a direift attempt ta legiflatc 
for Ireland, and not the lefs fo in confcquence of the amend¬ 
ment. It was therefore, he faid, infidious in the laft degree 
for Mr. Ordc not to have ftated it to the Irifti Parhtfffient, 
to whom the buflnefs had been opened in a ver^pdifferent 
manner. Mr. Sheiidan declared that the vot'ng refolutions 
to bind Ireland down to pafs fuch and fuch laws, without 
enabling her to go e\en into a Committee with the bills, 
was crippling tliat right of iegidalion which llie had claimed 
and we had admitted, and leaving her the mere lliadow ot 
independence, as a fovereign ftate, in Head of the lubftance. 
He thcrefoie contended that it was piobable in the higheft 
dtgicc that the itlolution under coiifideration would caiife 
great alaim, uid txcitc much conftitutional jealoufy in 
Ireland. 

Dun- Mr. JDunda^ faiJ, he had gone ftraight forvrard all through 
tlie bnlinefs, and m that line he was deteiiniiied to perre\eie% 
fudging for lurnfelf upon a full cxaminalion of the fubiedl 
matter ot the fyUcm, and giving all tlie ta6ts that had been 
adduced, and all theaiguments that had been urged, juft fo 
much weight and authority as he was of opinion belonged to 
them, and no more. Thus had lie been undifm lyed by thq; 
clamour of the manufacturers, their ftars, and their exagge¬ 
rations, while they were at the bar; and in like manner did 
lie now feel equally undaunted at the alaims and je iloufies 
which the honourable gentleman who fpoke 1 ift, and his 
friends, had endeavoured, by their inflammatoi y Ipe^ches, 
to excite in Ireland, being pcifeCtlY perfuaded that the peo¬ 
ple of Ireland, and efpecially its Pailiament, hid foinc un- 
dtrftanding, and that they gave that Houle ind the Govern- 
mtnt ciodit for a moderate ftiaie of undorfianding likewife. 
Thcie was not, he dared to fay, one man to be found m Ire- 
Iind focomplelcly wrong headed as to fee the refolntion then 
under conlidcration m the point of \Iew in which the right 
honourable gentleman had fo irtfully labouied to place it; 
lor, in plain fcnle, wdrat w's its meaning hut this^ The 
fyftcm, of which it was a pair, ga\e Iitlind a full and equal 
pnttK ipalion of ourcommcice uid oui navigation trade, and 
the relolution fiid, take om commeiciil legulations, and our 
na\igition laws, with that coimneice and that navigation 
tradt, he upon the fame footing \s tth us, ftiart the fame ad¬ 
vantages, fubmit to the lame rcgulitions’ Mr, Dundas 
took not.ee of Mr. Powjs’s addrefs to hi^ about the word 

trumpery. 
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taimpery. He did aiTure the hopourable gentkmatt hei had 
not applied that phrafe to him: he had i^ked of generals 
and ferjeantsand coiporals, and he knew not what; but he 
was alloniflied the honourable gentleman fhould have taken 
the phiafe to himfelf, or have thought that he could have re¬ 
garded him in any fuhoidilute rank, or as any thing lefs than 
a general. He admitted him to be fudi * he had feen him 
head armies of obfervation, and even as an admiral of a fleet 
failing under a neutral flag. In all the different manoeuvres 
ot political ta6tic5 he knew him to be perfectly fkilful. 
And what ftill more aftonifhed him, that the honourable 
gentleman fhould think he meant him at the tune, was, that 
he was talking of perfe 61 : conhftency at the moment that he 
let drop the filly exprefllon. 

Mr Eden faid, that he felt himfelf obliged to oppofe an Mr. 
amendment moved by thofe with whom he generally agreed, 
upon a principle adopted by thofe with whom he generally 
difagieed It had been well flated by the right honourable 
gentleman who fpokelaft, that if tlie two kingdoms were to 
have one trade and one navigation, they mufti alfo have one 
law, for the purpofe of preferving this union of commercial 
interefts, otherwife it was eafy to forefee that it would fpee- 
dily ceafe If then the laws muft hereafter he the lame m 
the two kingdoms rtfpeflmg thofe extenfive objtds, it would 
be an ablurdity to luppole that the framing of thofe laws 
could be left to both it muft ncccflaiily he gi\en to one, 
and the only queftion was undei this ftitemcnt, as to which 
fliould have the preference. Admitting ihefe prcmifcs, which 
the majority of the Houle was clearly dilpofed to admit, it 
was unmanly to attempt to pallnts 01 conceal the conclufion. 
Ihidoubtedly, if Ireland fhould decide to accept the eirential 
conditions of the treaty now brought forward, flie nuift 
wave the independence of her Lcgilliture on the points de- 
fciibed in the refolution, and muft fairly relolve and agree to 
re-enaftand regifter the laws relative, to trade, ravigUion, 
and plantations, hereafter to Ik enaded in Great Britain. 
Nay more ftie muft confent to he named in thole 1 nvs. and 
to be bound by them fp^cifically; for it was mere nonfenCe 
to fiippofe that the intended compact could otherwife be ear¬ 
ned into execution : and he would venture to afTert, that if 
the people of Ireland ihould think it expedient to fufpend 
tlieir late enthufiafm for a freedom of legiflation, they would 
do It in the moft manly avowal, and would difdaiii to fritter 
awiy the truth of the cafe by refinements and flattering con- 

ftrutdicns. 
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firci^i<»ns. Undoubtedly thsr «mlmrraStnent w^s a trpnilde-^ 
rable one, but it had retjutred little exertion to prove it from 
the firft opening of the proportions. When the prefent 
treaty with Ireland was firft announced^ it had been natural, 
on the one hand, to fuppofe that a gieat arrangement, brought 
forwards without any preflure of diftrcfs, or any claim of 
right, would be found evidently advantageous to both the 
contradling pdrtits , on the other, it was difficult to ini igine 
that there could Iw any fafe mode of giving an unieftrained 
communication of inailvets between two kingdoms; one of 
%hich was obliged to raife taxes to tht amount of near 
50,000!. a day? and the other hardly to the amount of a 
twentieth pait of that fum It was evident that fuch an mi- 
ctertalvlng would be fo dangerous to the commerce of the 
taxed counny, that it would ultimately lead to demands dan¬ 
gerous to the free conftitution of the other kingdom, and, 
whether earned into or not, prove a fource of peimi- 

nent uneafiiieli. and perp^-tuil clilcullxons to both kingdoms 
All the traiiladlions ol the lad three months had confirmed 
this rcafoning , eve.y d ly exhibited new dangers and new 
difficulties in the coinjdt.tion of the propoled fyltem ; and at 
length It now .ipjicared fo radically changed ftom its oiiginal 
form, th It no rn in polilffing eithei common fenfe 01 one ho- 
neft fentiiiient would attempt to fiy, that both the original 
and the prtiai.t plan, ^itliei of negociation 01 final aiiange- 
ment, weie detcnlible , one of them, at leaft, inuft he 
wiong And thofe v^ho, like hirnfelf, had utteily reprobated 
the original plan, could not at leaft be accufed e'ther of le- 
xity or of woife motive^:, for the fiameis and fupporters of 
the prekMit plan hul lointd ilio in deleiting it. 

As to the prefent propofition, he had four amendments to 
propole * the lirft would include “ aft laws conctining fea- 
•* men” He concuir*^d with a iefpe 61 ;able member (Mu 
Powys) in thinking fuch a piovifion important, for, with¬ 
out It, Ireland would have it in liei power to poftels herftlf 
of our flipping and fatlois by the gradual transfer of our 
trade to Infli poits, and Great Biitain would, in the opening; 
of future wais, fee Iieland in pofltffion of a laige pioportiou 
of her feamen, and the Imd of refuge for the remainder. 
Mr. Eden Hated, that the words of this amendment vvcie 
taken from Mr. Yel\erton’s lull. . 

His fecond amendment was to confine the laws required 
to be re-ena«Sed by lieland, “ to be fuch only as impole the 
lime reftiainti., uul confer the fame benefits on the fub- 
jtcis of the two kinguoms. * ^ 

^ The 
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He next wrtuld fay, that the laws thu§ to be adopted by 
Ireland fhould be for the fame duration only as in England. 

And laftly, he would move to omit the two laft lines of 
the propofition, as being at leafl unneceflary, if not excep¬ 
tionable 

In the courfe of his fpeech, Mr Eden took notice of the 
menaces which had occafionally been intimated, of the pof- 
iible mifchiefs which might reuilt in cafe Ireland Hi 3uld be 
difappomted m the prefent treaty. He faid, tha*- lucii difap- 
pointment, if it ^ook place, would properly be placed by 
Ireland to the charge of thofe who had engaged her in the 
recognition without due forefight, but as to the intimida¬ 
tion, he would neither affront Ireland fo much as to fuppofe 
htr capable ol abfuid refentment, or debafe the coniticution 
of the two kingdoms fo much as to admit that it vi is poflible 
to carry an abiurd treatment into efFcdl, Gentlemen talked 
as if the Irifli Legiflalure confiflcd of two branches only : 
they would do well to remember, that the Roval Afleiit 
alfo necelTiry to the paffing of Irifh laws, and that if it were 
poflihle for that prerogative to be exercifed tp the manifeft 
detriment of this kingdom, the Mmifters who advifcd it 
would be refponfible with their heads , but he again repeat¬ 
ed, that the whole fuppofition was infultmg to the Irifh, who ^ 

were a liberal, honourable, and enlightened people. 

Lord Mulgrave faid, that not having before troubled the LordMul- 
Houfe with his lentimentsonthefubje£l of the Itifh arrange- grave, 
tneut, he would chufe the prefent divifion of it as belt adapt¬ 
ed to that particular mode in which he wifhcd to argue it. * 

That many commercial and political advantages would lefult 
from the dole connexion thus to be eftablifheJ between the 
two countries, w is a truth that he thought had been luffi- 
ciently elucidated in every debate on the fuhjeiSl he would, 
therefore, confider it profeflionaliy, and m tint point of view 
he could not but feel an uncommon degree of fatisfadion at 
the profped of feeing that deleft which now lepaiated the 
two kingdoms, whole folitary and uncomfortable expanfe 
Was only exhilarated with here and there a ftraggling packet 
or linen veflel, become crowded with the fliippmg ot the two 
countries, not only facilitating a mutual interchange of their 
feveral commodities, hut alfo promonng an union ot inte- 
refts, of affedions, and of habits, between the levcral inha¬ 
bitants The Infli Channel would thus become a moft va¬ 
luable nurfory for feamen, and the eaftern coaft of Ire! ind,. 
with the weftern coaflof Great Britain, would fhortly afford 
an equal fupply ofiiands for the navy of the empire, as the 
VoL.XVni. ^ SB eaftera 
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eaftem coaft oi this kingdom did already. The acceffion of 
Ireland riling in commei'ce and in population, in confequence 
of the new fyftem, would be an acceffion of one third of the 
power and importance of the empire; but alienate her inte- 
tefts from thofc of England, and one half, at lea ft, of our 
ftrength would be loft. He declared that he had but one ob- 
je€liion to the refolution before them, which was in the word 
equal ;** this, he faid, he wiftied was changed into the 
words “ the fame,’* bccaufe the latter could be liable to no 
dilpute or uncertainty, and the former anight heiides, he 
thought the word equal pregnant with more cavil and dif- 
union than the word effciSlual, which had hlled tlie noble 
Lord in the blue ribband with luch leveie apprehenfions 
He laughed at the idea of any pietended delicacy ot men¬ 
tioning the name of li eland in fuch adls of the Rntifti Le- 
giilituie as were clearly of the natme of treaties between 
diftiniSk powers, and he ftated very ftrongly lliit (Troil Bri- 
tiin was juft as much pledged to Iielaiid by tln-ie leloluf ons 
as Ireland was to Cjreit lli itain 
Ld. North Lord North repeated his argument, thit the propofitions 
weie all the better for the amendment, but that, neveithe- 
iefs, amended a*! they were, they were not fuch as m his 
fober judgement he could appiovc That the prelent refoiu- 
tions weie legiflating foi Ireland, there could be no doubt, 
whether li eland would or would not confider it as an infuh- 
ous attempt to reclaim and recover a right gianted to lier by 
the repeal of the 6th of George J was a nutter that would 
depend upon circumftances His Loulftiip entcied into an 
inveftigation of the queftion, whether Ali. Oide had been to 
blame or not, for not making the pieient lefoiUtjon known 
to the Parliament of Ireland He laid, if Mr Orde was 
awaie that fuch a lelolution was to be piopofed to the Eritifti 
Pailianicrit, undoubtedly he ought to luve ftated it, becaufc 
it was an efleiUial ingredient in the fyfltm , hut il, on the 
other hand, it was in amendment tlut had been Itiggefted to 
the light honouiahle gentleman ftnee the piopofitions had 
been before that Houle, no matter by vdiom ieggefted, it 
certainly was not to be imputed to Mi Oide as any tiicum- 
ftaucc upon w'hich bhme to him ought to attach His 
Lordfliip, m a reply to a declaration of Mr Dundas, that 
Ml. Orde had fuftkiently done his duty in ftating the out¬ 
line of the piopof'tions to the Iiifh Parliament, and that tlie 
minute detail of the particulaxs was piopeilv leferved for the 
Biitifti Houfc ot Gammons, made great ironical ufe of the 
term “ minius ** There were a great many minute particu- 






)ars which it was not requifite to comtnitnicate originally to 
the Infh Parliament. The trade to the Eaft Indies was a 



minute paiticular from which, though the Irifli were to he 
excluded, it was not neceflary to communicate to them A 
noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) had gravely told the Com¬ 
mittee, that equal” and “ the fame” were diftin< 5 l terms. 

He thought this a ftiange declaration, efpecnlly Lorn a ma¬ 
thematician The noble Lord concluded with faying, that 
he fliould vote for the propofition, 

Mr yenlinjon maintained that the condition now required Mr Jenkm- 
clid not lay any naw impoiition on the Irifli Legiflaturc, by 
which then independence was either violated or ahiidged. 

It was no more than a condition which one independent na¬ 
tion thought It neceflaiy to ftipulatc for fiom another, in a 
haigain which was to be mutually beneficial Such condi¬ 
tions were frequently required in negociations between rival 
nations, in defenfive and ofl'enflve as well as m commercial 


treaties Mr. Yelverton’s act pointed out the words which 
he thought fliould be ufed in this refolution , and he did not 
feel any difficulty in his own mind upon the queflion that 
this condition would .n any degree trench upon Mr. Yelvcr- 
to.i’s a6l’. 


Mr. Savttiel Thornton faid, that tlie icfolulion was veiy Mr S*m. 
proper and neceflary as a guard to our nav igation laws, and Tborntoa. 
fuch as he thought would by no means alaim the liifli na¬ 
tion. They would fee the propriety and ncceffity of the 
condition; and in the mean time it would quiet the fufpicions 
of gentlemen in tins tountiy. He believed that tht. Jrifli 
refolutions were popul ir among the merchants of this coun¬ 
try, and that they were not alaimed at the dangeis which 
weie fiuJioufly pointed out as the coiilequcnces of the new 
fyftem. 

Mr. Fox began by obferving, that when the Tiifli propofi- Mr, Fox. 
tions (as they had been termed) were firfl: laid before the 
Bntifh Houfe of Commons, the Minifler declared that the 


confequence mull: certainly be that all the complaints of Ire¬ 
land would be completely fettled, not only upon fm but 
upon advantageous terms to Great Brit un. That although 
a participation of our commerce would be planted to Ireland, 
yet, fuch was the deliberate wifdoin with which the propofl- 
tions had been fiamed, that although veiy great advantages 
were promifed to Ireland, we, infai 5 , fhould be adding very 
confiderably to Oui ow n. 

3 B 3 Mr, 
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Mr. Fox declared, that as a friend to Ireland, no man had 
jt more at heart than he had to grant every advantage to that 
country confiftent with the fafety and welfare of his own. 
That he was perfectly of opinion, the profpenty of Ireland 
was the profpenty of Great Britain and, on the other hand, 
he was alio of opinion, that the profpenty of Great Britain 
undoubtedly muft be the profpenty of Ireland 

To promote the welfare of Ireland, and to fee that perfect 
cordiality and mutual confidence firmly ellablilhed, which is 
fo eflential to the profpenty and happmels of both countries, 
no man could entertain a fincerer wifli, of fhould exert him- 
lelf with greater zeal than he was ready to do, in order 
to accomplifh a purpofe fo necclTary for the good of both 
countries 

Mr, Fox declared, that he fhould everconfider i/t to be his 
duty, as a member of the Britifh Parliament, not only to 
view the prcpofitions as they may affeft the interefts of his 
o^n country, but alfo to he in what way they will operate n 
Ireland ; for he confuleied, that if they Biould tend to injure 
the interefls of either country, the purpofe for which they arc 
intended muft be equally and certainly defeated 

That fomc me.ifures were abfolntely neceflary to eftahlifh 
content and mutuil fnendfhip between Great Britain and 
Ireland no man could doubt But how little the propofitjons 
that had been laid before Parliament were adapted to produce 
fuch a happy confequence, every day^s examination had more 
and more confirmed. 

That this was the fa 61 : with regard to the propofitions in 
general, no one could doubt who had given them the leaf): 
attention; but if there was one propofition moie pregnant 
with objcdions, andagainft which both countries had greater 
reafon to complain, it was certainly this fourth propohtion 
now under confideration of the Committee. This very pro- 
pofilion would certainly be found to conta'in matter fo in)u- 
iious to both countries, that inftead of producing any thing 
like falutary confequences, it muft, of itfelf, prove the caule 
of endlefs jealoufies, ill blood, and animofities between the 
two countries 

Mr Fox then adverted to the mfidious condu£l: of Mini- 
ftry, and what had fallen from his honourable friend behind 
him (Mr, Sheridan) refpe6lmg this very propofitmn npt 
having been laid before the Irifh Parliament witl^ the reft. 
Mr box was certainly of opinion, that no power of language 
could do away the charge of infidioufnefs made by his ho¬ 
nourable 
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noorable frlendy when the dired; attack againft^the ]egiflativ« 
independence of Ireland came to be juilly viewed. 

Mr. fox called upon the recolleftion of the Comnnttee, 
by reromdmg them, that when the original proportions were 
laid before the Houfe, the right honourable gentleman (Mr, 
Pitt) peremptorily declaied that they inuft pafs then—that 
they could not he altered—but that fuch as they were they 
muft ftand or fall together. 

When the Minifter made this declaration, .t mull alfo be 
Irellr in the memory of every gentleman prefent, with what 
indecent hurry it had been attempted to carry thofe propor¬ 
tions thiough the Houfe 5 as well as with what extreme dif¬ 
ficulty he (Ml. Fox) had been able to prevent the Miniller 
trom fucceeding in that attempt. 

Had the Minillcr been fuccefsful in cairying the original 
propofitions, it is now very well known that fome ot the 
eflential intcrefts of this country mufl have been facrificcd , 
among which, the Eall-India Company’s charter certainly 
could not be ranked as the leaft, Thefe fa6ls plainly proved, 
how ncceflary it was to take fufficient titne,i to weigh well 
the diftertpt efieiSts tlie propofitions were likely to produce: 
feveral alterations, called amendments, had already been 
adopted, which at firfl appeared to leflen the evils the jjropo- 
iltion contained, but they certainly were not adequate to 
remove thofe lohd ohjedlions that ftill remained againft them 
in general, and this fourth propofition in particular, and 
without removing which, the worft and moft unhappy coiv 
lequeiices mull necellaiily follow 

Ml Fox declared, that aware, as he undoubtedly was, 
the imbecility of the councils by which the Irilh propofi- 
tions had been framed, and doubtful, as he i«uft certainly 1% 
of the witdom or even fairnefs of any ncgociation carried on 
by the prefent Miniftry, he owned however, that his appre- 
lienfions had been principally roufed by that huiry with 
which ihe Minifter attempted to drive the original piopoh- 
tions through tlie Houfe of Commons, and the diiRculty 
with which he had been able to get the oppoituniry that had 
been acquired toconfider tkem with fome attention. 

Added to tins, he could not forget, how evei v fpccies of 
obllrudlion had been adopted, to prevent information Irom 
the different manufadlurers fiom being brought to the bar 
of the Houfe of Commons, from whom, information of the 
moft valuable kind ought to have been looked for m the 
prefent bufinefs Nor could he forget the duplicity with 
which fome of thefe men had been treated by Miniftry * it 

W4S 
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was the charaftenftic of men whamean to deal fa'rly, to ad¬ 
mit every in^rmation; men of a different defcription do 
every thing in their power to prevent it. That this has 
been the conduit of the prefent Mmiiftry is fufficiently efla- 
blifKed by every part of their conduit relative to this nego- 
ciation and yet, fuch was the confufed texture of this buli- 
nefs, that what with the ignorance, duplicity, and hurry, 
which had appeared, it was difficult to fay which were moft 
confpicuous, but taken altogether, it was higlily necelTary 
to watch, with the keeneft attention, the conduit ol the 
Miniftry, 

By the original propofitions, that Miniflry had attempted 
to haften through the Houfe of Commons, it was now very 
well known, that they would have given up the power of 
the Britifti Parliament, to renew the Eaft-India Company’s 
charter. 

' To what motive are we to impute thi» ciicumftance m 
the propofitions ? Is it to be looked upon as an efteif of the 
Minifler’s ignoiance? Or, is it a concealed and fecret facii- 
lice intended to be made of one of the principal branches ot 
the revenue of Great Britain ? 

If we are to attribute this facnfice merely to that flupidity 
which fo eminently dilplays itfelf throughout the whole con¬ 
duit of Miniftiy, he laid he fliould be glid to know, what 
reliance could be placed on any of their meafures ? Were men, 
capable of fuch negleit worthy to be entrufted with the con¬ 
cerns of a gieat commercial nation? If, on the otbei hand, 
we were to imagine, that Miniftry were aware of giving up 
the power of the Bntifti Parliament to renew the Laft-India 
Company’s chiller, what miift the Public think ot their 
iiciehty to that Company, upon whofe fhouldeis they had 
Taiftd themfelves to their prelent ftation^ In eithet way, Mr. 
Fox cbferved, the confcqnence muft prove equilly fatal to 
every thing like confidence in the prelent Miniftry. 

But what tendered the conduil of Miniftry moft atrocious m 
the propofitions that had been attempted to be pafl'cd, was, that 
thtfc very propofitions, which ultimately went to the annihi*- 
lalion of the Eaft-India Company, as a Company, altogether, 
were introduced by thit very man who owed his popularity 
to the pretence of vindicating their charter, which all the 
world knew had been abufed ' Whofe abufes had been re- 
cognl^ed by Parliament, abufes that never had been denied^ 
nor attempted to he denied I Yet, we have feen that very 
man, who was the pretended friend of the Eaft-lndia Com' 
pany’s charter, merely becaufe it was a charter, introducing 

pro- 



A.1785. DEBATE S, 

propositions as a Minifter, Tjy which, not only the charter it- 
felf, but by which the very annihilation of the Company, aa 
a Company, mufl. have been the confequence I The Public 
m general, and that Company in particular, are now fenfible 
or foon muft be fenfible, wlio are t!ie real friends to the real 
interefts of the Eaft-lndia Company 

Mr Fox begged leave to obferve, that every fpecies of 
mifreprefentation had been made ule of, to miflead the minds 
of the Public relative to the bill he had the honour to intro¬ 
duce for the better Regulation of the Eaft-India Company's 
ajfairs, Thefe tnifr^prelentations had been but too fucc^- 
ful at the moment, but he felt that confidence which fills 
the mind of every man who is confcioiis of having adted 
upon juft principles for the good of the empire, that time 
would open the eyes ot the Public, and fliew them who were 
the real friends to the true inteiefts and profperity of the 
country in general, and that Company in particulai. 

Mr. Fox declared in very animated language, that no man 
was a firmer friend to peifonal liberty, or he|d the fecunty 
of perfonal property more facred than himfeft. That no 
meafure of his, ever had, or ever fliould contain an infringe¬ 
ment of either; and, although fuch an idea had been malici- 
oufly interwoven with his Eaft-lndia bill, yet, that fuch an 
idea was falfe and groundlefs, he boldly maintained, and 
defied any man to prove that there was any founadtion 
for It 

The charter by which the Eaft-lndia Company held the 
monopoly of that trade, was like all othei chattels, it was a 
charter granted upon certain coaditions, to a ccitain number 
ot men, for the better condu6ling a plan for their advantage 
no doubt, but not merely and entirely for their advantage, 
but for that of the community at large 

The Eaft-lndia Company’s charter was therefore a truft, 
whichfo long as the conditions were fulfilled, and notmjuu- 
ous to the public, ought not to be interrupted or moleftcd. 
Put, when that truft had been abufed, would any tnend to 
the prefent government pretend to fay, that it was not the 
duty of Parliament to interfere^ Or that by a violation of 
the conditions on their part, they did not themfelves forfeit 
iheir charter ? 

The Eaft India Company’s charter is precifely a truft, not 
an irrevocable grant and the conditions upon which Parlia¬ 
ment can grant fuch a charier muft be confiftent \\ ith tlie 
good of the empire, without which Parliament could not 
grant a monopoly to any fet of men whate\er; nor could 

Pal- 
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coftfiftcntly with its duty to the Public, peimit 
suiy charter to be continued whofe conditions had been vio¬ 
lated, or become injurious to the public good. 

The abufes of the Eaft-India Company’s truft, it was well 
known, had been rtcogniled by Parliament, and in tins 
Idoule by a veiy hrgc majority, 1 heir mifcondudl hul not 
only diignced this country abroad, but thieattntd bank- 
luptcy and ruin to their trade at home: and fuch hid been 
the conliquences, tint Paihament had not only been obi .»ed 
to fortgo fomt ot its thims on theCompgmy, bit to admini- 
iici couhderanlc aflillance to lave it troyi dtllru'Tion. 

To prefcive that trade, which he well knew was tlRntial 
to the Britifli revenue, he introduced his bill, ind Mi box 
obliived, thil in the hour when populai ptejudite wis at its 
lieight, he had always flood forward with this declaration 
That he was evei ready to avow that b»ll, and h-* was lure 
that tune would (hew its neceffit^, thouji peihaps too late 
t > thcle lalutary conlcfjucnccs, fo gieatly wanted to 

give ftahil ty and profpenty to the Laft-lndia Company’s 
alba I IS. 

Mr. I ox obP’ived, that his bill was founded on the neceflky 
of a regulation of the Eall-India Company’s chariei ; pot to 
remove the property or to afFe£l it, but to give it tint per- 
inmency and lupport which its tendency to diflblunon avow¬ 
edly flood in need ol. But what was the condu£l of the 
light honourable ggiuleman on that bufineh ? Why, although 
It was proved on all hands, that thechartei had been abufed, 
and that the conditions upon which it had been gnnted had 
been violated, yet he oppofed the bill and defended the 
chliter merely htcaulc it was a charter, 

To lee gioundlel'* apprehenfions, excited by men whole 
underllandings it is impolhble to relpedl, is not impolTiDle, 
T hit the light light honourable gentleman w is fucci.fsfiil in 
excit ng thole groundlcls apprthtnhons is well known } ind 
now kt us j e u^nn what degree of conliflenc), and wlnt 
degiee of hneenty bis fiundflup to the Lifl-India Company 
IS nallv founded ; why, the pi oofs of them aie to be found, 
tmd will n-n un foi ever igainlt him in thefe very piopofitious 
The hift negocntion he w is rngagtd in as a Miniflfr, le 
mide their charter and then cxillt-nce, as a Company, a lacri- 
fice, an unnecefi irv, an unfohcited, wanton, oi carelels, or 
treacheious fin tice to Iiehnd. He (Ml. Fox) for one, 
would never con'tnt to make a luiiendei of the Eail-Indit 
Coinpinv# chuler, d zealous as he undoubtedly was to 
lee tl t jiolpeiity ol Ireland, yet he nevci could coiiknt to 
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place this country in fo bnmiliatin| n muation, 'tM rt ihouU 
be obliged to lolicit the confent of the IHfh Parliament'ibf 
iea%e to grant a renewal of the £aft-India Company's chaiten 
Upon that trade Great Britain depended for a tonfiderahle 
revenue, and this the Mmifter ought to have remembered. 
Was It to be imagined that Ireland would have returned fo 
immenfe an advantage, or, that the Iriih Parliament would 
have been juftihed in giving it up again, although they had 
obtained it unfolicited, through the ignorance, or Tome worie 
motive, of our Minillry, and it fhould even have appeared 
without their intention ? Undoubtedly it would have been 
abfurd to expert any fuch thing. Once gone, there was an 
end of It for ever. 


Of the propofrtions now before Parliament, the fa <51 had 
turned out, that the more they were confidered, the more he 
found them liable to ferious and infuperable objcdlions. The 
Miniftry, notwithftandmg their boafted determination of car¬ 
rying them in their original form, had been obliged to give 
It up, and thence had proved to all the world, that they 
could not vindicate them, and that they themfelves now coii- 
fideied them as originally inadequate, that they had Hood 
upon ground which they found not tenable, and therefore, 
to make them lefs exceptionable, certain additions and 
amendments had been adopted. 

But could any gentleman take upon him to fay, that the 
amendments were fufficient to remove the evils contained m 


the propofitions? certainly not. and it was bis opinion, that 
It would be infinitely better to the peace and harmony of 
the two countries that no treaty at all fhould take place, than 
that the propofitions now before the Committti fhould. tor 
unlefs fuch a plan was devifed, as fliould eiieilually lemove 
the grounds of uncafinefs, without being materially detri¬ 
mental to eiUaei country, it were better, doubtlefs, that no 
plan at all fhould be put into execution. 

Mr. Fox then faid, that the propofitions were to he con- 
fidered as a treaty between two independent powers tor the 
mutual advantage of both. It was a baigain going on be¬ 
tween them to this purpofe, “ I will give you fo much for 
** fo much.” 


In the conftru£lion of all fair bargains, fays he, it is ever 
underftood that both pai ties are to be benefited ; that neither 
is to be wronged, that neither is to be injured 

llutth's fourth propofition poflefles the moll extraordinary 
qualities that evei marked a Qcgociation : it pioinifas Jo much 
VoL. XVllI. 3 C to 
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to Iri^land, that it thrttttttfls tfie^fcxiilence of many of our moft 
valuable manufal^ones; it alfo demands a fui render ftom 
Ireland of her legiflative independence. 

To grant Ireland advantages detrimental to the immediate 
fupport of the Britifh empite, can never be required by Ire¬ 
land , and ought not to be given by us. To grant Ireland 
advantages and require a pi ice {he cannot accede to without 
relinquifhing her legiAative independence, would he an infult 
to her underAanding to expeft. Yet fuch is the abfolate 
tendency of this fourth propofition, and fuch the confequences 
that muft take place if it he carried 

The complnints of Iieland undoubtedly merited every at* 
tention, and might, if not removed by wile and falutary mea- 
fures, prove the «aufe of fenous confequences But did any 
one imagine that her complaints were to be relieved by ad- 
vantnges anfing from a participation of our trade, when fhe, 
on the other hand, was to be obliged to relinquifh the inde¬ 
pendence of her Parliament ? Would not that refumption of 
the legiflati\e power of the Britilh Parliament over that of 
Ireland, be a mean*; to defeat every advantage to be expedited 
from a participation of our trade? Undoubtedly it would : 
and in this cafe, Iieland makes an abfblute and certain fuircn- 
der of what is her chief pride, I mean the independence of her 
Parliament, for a participation, the advantages of which 
Oreat Britain can always defeat by her refuraed power ovei 
the Parliament of Ireland 

That the uneafinefs of Ireland is worthy of the greateft 
axcrtions of our abilities, and requires immediate attention, 
niufl be admitted but when the effedls of this propofition 
lhall take placeon the manufadlurers of this country who have 
applied by petition, are we to image that the complaints of 
the people of England will be lels foimidable, when they 
ihall find their interells facnficed ? Does any man pretend to 
fay, that a commotion in England would b« lefs alarming 
than difcontent in It eland ? 

The neceflity of purfuing this buHnefs with the utmoft: 
circumfpeiflion, the neceflity of atSling upon deliberation, 
anfes from this circumftance, tliat the piopofltions, when 
acceded to by Ireland, would and mufl. be final. 

An honourable gentleman behind me (Mr. Dempfler) ima¬ 
gines It is necclfary that thefe propofltions fhould be tried, 
becaufe fometbing w as neceflary to be done, and is clearly in 
an error iefpe<5lmg the nature of the prefbnt negociation. 
He confideis ii as dilleiing from the treaty with Scotland 
(which forms the union) as that cannot be altered, becaufe. 
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fays he, one of the parties who framed it is no mote, meaning^ 
the Scottifli Parliammt. He imagines that the prrfent pro* 
portions can be altered, becaufe both the Parliaments who 
agreed to them will ftill remain 

In this Mr. Fox begged leave to obferve, the honourable 
gentleman had totally mifunderftood the faft. 

The propofitions, when agreed to by the Britifh and Irilh 
Parliaments, would torm a lolemn treaty, that neither coun¬ 
try could afterwards alter or infringe, without a dire£t; viola¬ 
tion of good faith. And in this he held the language and 
idea of the Chanc&llor of the Exchequer; and in this, and 
in this only, he agreed with him. . 

However detrimental the propofitions therefore might 
hereafter he found to either country, that country could 
not redrefs herfelf; for fuch was the nature of the treaty. 
Did they not therefore demand the moft delberate invefti- 
gation ? 

1 he a'terations that the propofitions had already under¬ 
gone, were ftmding proofs, that no dependence ought to be 
placed in the wifdoin of thofe who oiiginally offered them to 
Parliament. 

After the declaration made by t 1 e Minifter, upon his nr ft 
laying the propofitions before Pailiament, that they muft 
ftand or fall togethci, his mortification could not be fmall, to 
find himfelf foiced to fubmit to alteiations, in order to pre- 
jer\e that majority, from which he had received lo many 
proofs of acquiefcence to his meafures 

Suppoited as he (Mr. Pitt) often had boafted he was, yet 
he haD certainly been difappointed ni the prefent bufinefs 
he had not found the piefent Houfe of Coiiimons pliant 
enough entirely to forget their duty to their country he had 
been forced to admit amendments ; but, whether with a view 
to benefit this or that country, oi only to mamtam that fta- 
tion he now filled, the Public muft be left to judge. 

That the Minifter bad folemnly declared, he would admit 
no alteration in the original propofitions, is a fa6l. Did he 
keep his word ? No; but bv ailing as he has done, it is plain 
his confidence m the fiipport of the prefent Houfe of Com¬ 
mons begins to abate And there is little doubt, but as they 
lecede from the Mmifter’s confidence, they will rife in the 
food opinion of the Public For peihaps, a moie general 
and better-founded alarm had never fpread ilfclf all over the 
kingdom than had been excited by the propofitions. 

The People have been very flow m their apprehenfions of 
the prclent Miniftry. From the prefent Parliament, un- 
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4otthtedly the Feeble ^ad a tight %o expedt the*fttonge(l ex« 
ertions, and the tnofl unremittutg cajre for the ^neral good. 
'Fhe majority had been fent to Farhament under the moit 
popular approbation, though founded in deluhon, that ever 
had maiked a general eleftion. Yet, of the Miniftry, the 
People hpve Ihewn by the petitions that croud the table, that 
they have not now that conBdence they once had, and that 
they are more ferioully alarmed for the fafety of their, trade 
and manufadlures, and in a degree that no Mmiller had ever 
dared to expofe them to before. 

JLittle, indeed, could the People fufpfi^l, that the fame 
man who made himfelf popular by a clamorous fupport of a 
charter which had been abufed, would, when in power, have 
attempted to hurry proportions through the Houfe, that en¬ 
tirely gave up for ever the power of renewing that very char¬ 
ter ’ For no man would pretend to fay, it would have been 
doing lefs, if the Minider had been able to pafs the original 
proportions. 

But with what aftonifhment rnufl the People behold him 
engaged in a burnefs, by whiph fo many manuf-iiSlones muft 
he expofed to rum that, at one blow, fwept away the 
means of exiflence to thoufands of the manufacturers of Great 
Britain ^ 

That thefe were fa£ts, the petitions upon the table proved. 
And petitions from a more numerous, or more relpeCtable 
body of men (however negleCled and mfulted by jV^iiiiilry) 
had never been piefented to this Houfe before. 

Much, though an ill-founded reliance, was placed on the 
amendments that had been made. But were they adequate 
to remove the evils with which the proportions were loaded? 
No, Had the petitions ceafed to come in rnce the amend¬ 
ments had been adopted ? No. Had MiniAry been able to 
get any one fet of manufaiSliurers in the kingdom to approve 
of the proportions, notwithllanding the amendments ? No.— 
1 hey had not been able to obtain one paper of approbation to 
lay upon that table, that groans with the mafs of petitions 
againll the proportions ? Was the conduA of the Miniftry 
faniSlionod by any one fet of men in the kingdom, who had 
appeared in the bufmeis ? No. Is not every man m an 
n^iarm who has the leaft fenfe of the danger of the propor¬ 
tions? Certainly, 

That this iourth proportion contained in it fubjeCI of 
ferious alarm to the manufacturers qf Great Britain was fully 
eftabliihed. 
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But let us fee bow Irdand will be afiedbd. will ihe only- 
be benefited^ Is there nothin? prejudicial to her interefls 
contained in this proportion ^ Undqiubtedly yes : for it is 
made a part of it, that Ihe mufl relmquifli her legiflative in¬ 
dependence, and aaopt again in future, laws made by the 
Bntilh Parliament, v 

1 o take a more direct view of this propofitton, it will be 
fDund,|that where the Mrmftry have not difplayed their ira- 
hecihty; they have been infidious, where they have not been 
infidious, they have been treacherous; and by one or other 
or all thefe, have they been directed in their profecution of 
this very propofitton now before us. 

My honourable friend behind me, has clearly eftabliflied 
the inlidious conduct of Miniflry, in their not having laid 
this proportion before the Irifli Parliament with the others; 
particularly, as by it, Ireland binds herielf to refign her le¬ 
giflative independence’*. 

If It fhould be pretended, that there was no mfidions inten¬ 
tion in not carrying this proportion before th^t Parliament, 
It becomes a proof of their imbecility in not having done 
fo, becaufe it i$ deemed eflential and therefore it proves, 
that Miniftry had not been capable of rniiliing and corapieat-' 
ing their fyftem to lay before Ireland. 

If It fhould be pretended that there is no meaning in the 
claufe which binds the Irifh to adopt the Britifh aiSls of Par¬ 
liament, and that Ireland will not be bound by it, then mufl 
the whole be treachery to this country. 

As 4 proof of the imbecility of Miniftry, and how diftant 
this negociation is from the eftimalion due to a well-digefted 
plan, Mr. hox obferved, that very caily in this evening’s 

On, Mr. Taylor, the chairman of the Committee, reading the 
fourth propohtion, Mr. Shtndan got up and obferved, that it was 
not the fame that had been read the night bcfoie 

To which Mr Pitt replied, that the alteration obfcived by the 
honourable gentleman, had been made m confcquence of a gtftuie 
he perceived on that fide of the Houfc when the propofition was 
read. 

Mr. Shcnd»n, in his fpcech on this proportion, declared, that this 
proportion though declared to be the eflence of the whole {yflcm, 
ID not having been laid before the Irilh Parliament with the reft, and 
containing a claufe to reaiTume the legiflative power of the Bntiih 
Pailtament over that of Ireland, was a conduA infidious according 
to all the w«rft dcriutiont of the term infidious. 


debaU 
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debate the right bomnirable genttetean (Mr. Pitt) had inform¬ 
ed us, that one of the alteratione, called amendmente, in this 
fourth propofition was made m confeq^nence of fome geflares 
he perceived on this flde of the Houle when the propolitton 
was read in the Committee the laft time of meeting. 

Can a ftronger picture be given how little Adminiftration 
is able to rely upon their own deliberations, than is conveyed 
in this declaration of the Miniiler ^ That nothing pernranent 
or beneficial to either country could be expefted fre^ the 
councils of thofe who framed the propoiittonSj 1 well knew. 
But that fuch a mark fhould be fet upon *them by the Mmi- 
iler as this, that he had adopted an alteration barely upon 
perceiving a geflure on this fide of the Houfe, was an ac¬ 
knowledgement how little they could depend on their own 
judgements beyond what 1 could have looked for. 

What could the people thl^nk of the whole fyftem, when 
a geflure is the avowed caufe, by the Minifter, of an altera¬ 
tion in one of the Infh propofitions, which is declared eflen- 
tial towaids carring into efiedf the prefent fettlement, and 
forms one of the inofl important branches of that fyilem 
which is to give content to Ireland, and mutual happinefs to 
both kingdoms I 

This very (yftem, which the fame Minifter told us muft 
Band or fall together, we now find, by the fame Minifter, 
is become fo weak in theirown eyes, that a gefture is afuffi- 
cient realon to make an alteration m it Such is the confif- 
tency and firmnefs of the prefent Adminiftration 

Notwithftanding this gefticulated alteration, the original 
evil ftill remains. But, JUce every other alteration made m 
what IS in itfelf radically bad, every amendment (as they are 
called) only fhews the original deformity of the propofitions 
m ftronger and ftronger colours. 

'Fhis fourth propofition, as it now ftands, can never he 
agreed to. The firft and fecond part are incompatible, and 
U IS impoffible that both countries can agree to it. 

In the firft part Ireland is proroiled a participation of our 
tiade. '1 his muft affi>rd, at firft fight, a fruitful profpedl to 
her. But what are the terms upon which ftie is to attain 
this participationi WhV* by binding herfelf to adopt fuch 
^Bittifli adis of Parliament, hereafter to he made, as Great 
Britain ftiall think fit to iend there Will Ireland agree to 
this wuh htr eyes open ? And will they not difcover the fur- 
render demanded of them on the firft: perufal of the propofi¬ 
tion ? Undoubtedly they will ; for to fuppofe they will not, 
would be eftimSting them a nation of idiots. 
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Howevei: detrimental unlrtnitetd particl^s^ion of otit 
trade may be to oar manutaiSkirers^ yet the braefit to Ireland 
mull be remote. And Ireland, by this propodtion, in fur¬ 
rendering their legiflative independence, gives up a certain 
good foi an uncertain benefit 

If a man were to fet about framing a propofitiOn that 
could Qont. II matter moil objf6lionabie to both countries, 
he coi^ not frame one more completely fo than this fourth 
propofnion. 

Becaule tl e advantages htld out by the firft part of it are 
overbalanced bv tliPtiemand of a fuitender of the legiflative 
power of lieUnd. Hereafter Ireland has no power to con- 
iult hei own interefls, but mull adopt the Britifh aiSls of 
Parliament, and having once agreed to the propolitions, Hie 
from that time has no alternative, but mull adopt the laws 
framed here, and fent to her. 

Is It imig'ned the people of Ireland will not fee through 
this larce as a favour? Will not ilie mind of an Irifliman re¬ 
volt now at the idea of keeping up the foim of ^ Parliament, 
who mufl regifter thofe laws which lhall hereafter be fent to 
Ireland ? They can have no alternative, nor can they call one 
of thefe laws into queftion, or debate even upon their mejits : 
having agreed to accept thefe propofitions, they will he bound 
for ever to obey this condition. 

An attempt has been made by the oppofite fide of the 
Houle to aflert, that whatever the conlequences may be to 
Iieland, Ihe will have no right to complain, becaufe thepro- 
pjfitions originated in her own Parliament. 

With refpe6l to the fourth propofition, this argument, 
mean as it certainly is, cannot be applied, as it did not ori¬ 
ginate m Ireland. But as to laving any ftrefs upon the pio- 
pofitions coming fiom Ireland officially, it is well known and 
generally admitted they fprang originally fiom the Miniftry 
here. Theiefore there can be no advantage taken againlt 
Ireland on account of the piopolkions coining fioni her Par¬ 
liament. 

To impofe upon a people under any pretence, but particu¬ 
larly at the fame moment you aie telling them of granting 
them advantages which they did not polfeis before, could only 
be attempted by the worft of men, and the mofl profligate 
of Mmillers. « 

Even if fuch a trick could be fuccefsful, will any man 
pretend to fay that an impofition is the moll likely way to 
ileal the difquietudeof the people of Ireland ? Does any man 

^ pietend 
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pretend to fav that a fydem built upon fuch principles is ca> 
pable of eHaoli/hing an^ thing like an harmonious or perma¬ 
nent underftanding between the two countries ? He muft be' 
a vifionary m politics indeed, who could enteitain an idea fo 
abiurd. 

In order to iliuftrate this pofition, Mr. Fox begged leave 
to iuppofe a caie, that we were carrying on a negociation 
with any foreign power that were friendly towards , and 
fuppofe that the Mmifter of this country induced that«power 
to prefer fuch and fuch propofals to our Parliament. When 
they found that they had been trepanned into an inipofition, 
is It to he imagined they would abide by it, merely becaufe 
they had been leduced by our Minillry to be the propolers of 
it ? Undoubtedly they would not. and indeed, fo far from 
thinking themfelves hound to abide by it under fuch circum- 
dlances, their pride and interell would feel doubly wounded, 
and the treachery of iuch a Minilter would operate with 
double foice to make them reject it more firmly and with 
gi eater refentment. 

As Ireland by this propofitioii muft be obliged to adopt 
whatever laws Great Piitain m her wifdom Ifhould fee fit to 
make for the regulation of that trade which Ireland is to ibaie, 
is It not the iiioft obvious thing in the world, that, having; 
that power, the Bntiili Parliament would abandon the inte- 
reft ol this country, if, in framing her laws, they were not 
paiticularly attentive to the particular interefts of Great Bri¬ 
tain ? Ko man can doubt it. Yet if we were even to allow 
that this fttould not happen, and that it never did happen, 
yet, ftill, fuch ib the natural jealoofy of human nature, fuch 
the apprehenfion naturally raifed by giving power to others, 
that f^ulpicions will unavoidably rife, and the natural conle- 
<]uences of fuch iufpic ion muft follow. 

The chiefeft aim of Ireland in all her late endeavours was 
to ohtatii an independent Parliament, and ftie is now poftef- 
led of a Legiflalure irdependeiit of Great Britain. Is it to 
be imagined that, under the idea of getting a participation of 
our trade, ftie will relinquifli that power? It would in fatfl 
be yielding up her independency entirely to do fo, and it 
would be eftimating them a nation of idiots, to fuppofe they 
would give up the principal charaderiftic of a free people, or 
to make a certain facrifice fora proniifed benefit they never 
may be the better for. 

Fven if Ireland agreed to furrender her legiilativc indepen¬ 
dence, and bound herfelf to adopt m filence whatever laws 
* ' Great 
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Great Britain Biail hereafter think pro 0 r impofe, are ¥e 
to expet^ the lame obedience to thofe laiirfi as if they wenA 
framed by their own Parliament ? There was, Mr. Fox ob- 
ferved, a material difierence between that kind of obedience^ 
which arofe from a mind influenced and guided by voluntary 
and conftitutional ideas, and that which arofe from the mind 
which aimed not beyond that which claimed no higher dft- 
fcriptj^n than the French gave by the term par Mamert ac¬ 
quit, Tedious and ineflec^ual rnufl he the obedience paid to 
haws framed in this country for Ireland now, when that fpirit, 
which alone gives energy and dignity to the execution of all 
laws, IS broken and dilcomfitted. 

This fourth propofition, therefore, is fo pregnant with 
evilsand objei^ions, that the framei of it feerps only to have 
been engaged how to diflrUs us with the difficulty of enu¬ 
merating them. 

Thus Hand the ohjeiSlions againfl: tins fourth proportion 
—-objedlions on all fides unanlwerahle, fohd, and irremove- 
able—that in the very face and front of them threaten worfe 
confequences; and, infutuie, greater evils than any that can 
now exift. 

Mr. Fox begged leave to Hate before he concluded, that it 
was the pradlice of the right honourable gentleman, (Mr. 
Pitt) m anfwcr to any remarks that he (Mr. Fox) had the 
honour to fubmit to that Houfc, to take great pains to make 
It be believed that he, (Mr. Fox) by expofing the weaknefs 
and fallacy of the meafures of Adminiilration, lu elFe^. 
created them. 

Grofs and abfurd as fuch a mode of argument certainly 
^as, the right honouiabJe gentleman was fo conftant in the 
ufe of It, that he (Mr. Fox) forefaw that on the prefent oc- 
caiion it would form the line of his condudl. Of this it was 
only necelTary to obferve, that it would be incumbent on the 
right honourable gentleman to prove how the expofure of an 
^vil could create it. 

Mr. Fox, with fome warmth, declared, that he hoped he 
was too well acquainted with his duty in Parhament to fit 
there merely to regifter the meafures of any Miniftry with¬ 
out examining them to the bell of his abilities. 

If the arguments he had ufed to Ihew the fallacy and m- 
fufficiency of this fourth propofition, and its dire£t tendency 
to injure both countries, be not founded upon fa<£fs, th» 
good fenfe of the people of Ireland will pay no regard to 
VoL. XVm, ^ D • thpm. 
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them* The maaii£u 5 tiirers of Great Britain will he cost-' 

^ tented. 

Adminiftration have taken fome pains to msakc ns believe 
that if they can carry this fourth propofition in the Iriih 
l^arliament, there is an end of the buiinefii, and an end to 
all apprehenfions on our part, as the treaty mull then be 
hnal. * 

But let us not deceive ouifelves with this idea, nortthink 
fo meanly of the Irilh, that even if their Parliament mould 
make a luriender of then legiflative independence, that th» 
people at large will agicc to it, 01 lemain quiet under Inch a 
lacrihce. 

There aie lecent hilloiical fa6ls which prove that the ac- 
quiefcence of the Irilh Houle of Commons is not eoncluhve. 
And It was neceflary to make this remaik now, that we might 
not be deceived into a beliet, that by their acceding to this 
fourth propofition the bufinels mull be finally fettled. 

It was not the acquielcence mciely ot this 01 that defciip- 
tionol men that could lettlc upon a iiim balls the teims that 
were equal to hind and cement the intereAs and prolperity of 
a great commercial people, if that acquicfctncc be given in 
oppofition to leafon and to fadls 

Sjius populi Juprema lex, was a maxim univerfally admitted. 
And luch was the untoitunate conlbniflion of ihe fouiih 
propofition, that nothing was more probable than that both 
countries would be obliged to appeal to it foi lelief 

Incompetent as the propofitions had been iound to qui*^t 
the uneafinefles, of fecure the aftedlions of It eland, and pei- 
nicious as this fourth propofition was, in paitn-ular, to the 
honour 01 interefts of either country, Mr, h ox appealed to 
the candour and good fcnle of the Committee, whether it 
would not now be more fair, more manly, and more honou- 
table to addrefs the Irifh to this purpoie“ T. hat, howevei 
** dcfiiousand happy we ihould be to lerve you, yet, in lul- 
“ tice to Dur own countiy, we find we cannot grant what 
“ we ofiered. Without being the rum of many here, vve 
“ cannot ferve an equal number of you. Without expofing 
“ our own country and its manufa^ures and manufii(^urcis 
to nun, or without your yielding up the independency of 
** your Parliament, we cannot grant the paiticipation offered 
to you.” 

Gloomy, difgraceful, and fatal as this addrefs would prove 
to the prelent Mintftry, yet it cannot be denied but the fame 
addrefs is conveyed to the Iriih indirectly by this very pro- 

T« 
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To profecute this meafare upoo terms that never can be 
adheied to, and, if admitted, can never prove permanent/ 
mail prove the founce of en Jlefs and additional complaints 
from Ireland, and trouble to (jreat Britain. 

As a generous and liber il people, the Iiifli ought to be 
dealt with accoidingly. They are capable of leceiving the 
woift with foititude , but it is by no means to be expefted, 
tlier^oie, that they will be impoled upon with patience. 
The profpenty of Ireland is undoubtedly to be confidered as 
the piofperuy of Gieat Britain; and there is no Irilhman 
of fenfe but is equally (cnfible that the profpenty of England 
Js the profpenty of lieland 

In our profpenty the Irifli are as firmly interefled as we arc 
in thtirs, and if they cannot profper without endangering 
that trade upon which the revenue of the empire principally 
depends foi fupport, they would ultimately find it a pmchalc 
dearly bought. ^ 

Yet It IS by no means my opinion that the profpenty of 
Ireland may not be ptomoted without injury‘to the Britifh. 
trade. but this I am lure of, no good can everarife from the 
prefent mealme of Minilliy towards carrying on the purpofes 
io much wanted—that of a perfedt and coidiai underfiandmg 
between the two countries. 

Nothing was more plain, and nothing was more true, that 
the more the Infli propofiuons had been inveftigated, the 
greater number of objc^^ions rofe up agamft them. They 
piomifed much to Ireland, but take away more than they 
give. The learned gentleman over the way (Mr. Dundas]^ 
nas faid more to thefe points probably than he intended he 
avowed a caution neceffary on his part, to fay how little Ire¬ 
land would be benefited, how much Great Britain would be 
a gamer. This was the miniftenal language here, and it was 
well known they held another language m the other king¬ 
dom. This was only part of that littlenefs of condudi, 
mixed With duplicity, that diftinguiflied all the meafurcs of 
the prefent Miniftry, and particularly in their condudl through, 
this negociation. 

This fyftem is pregnant with the worll confequences to 
both countries. Without admiiuftering any certain good to 
Ireland, it is to be accomplilhed only by a furrender of her 
iegi^tive independence. The participation threatens, on 
one band, rum to many of our moll valuable manufai^ones, 
and demands a furrcndei from Ireland, ever too dear for her 
to pay, for any advantages of trade fo remote and 'uncertain 
as It may prove. A fyfiem loaded with luch objedtions, and 

3 D 2 pregnant 
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> ififh foch epvntriet, lSlr» Fox de- 

^9red he could not vote ibr. 

For monilrous as the facrifices were that had been at** 
tempted by Miniftry to be made to Ireland, (in particular 
that of we power of renewing the Eaft-India Company’s 
charter) , deftruAive as this fourth proportion mull prove to 
thoufabds of manufafturers in this kingdom; yet nothing 
was more obvious than this facSl, that Ireland would r^p no 
advantage whatever, as the refumption of ihe Britilh F^rli i- 
fuent over that of Ireland takes a power that does away evei y 
idea of benehc to be expelled from the participation of our 
trade. 

Numerous as the objei^ions againft this propofition really 
Vrere, Mr. Fox declar^ he did not take upon him to fay that 
all the objeiSlions contained in them were yet found out, 
for as more of them were difcovered, the more they feemed 
to multiply, and grow daily ftronger by their numbers. It 
was not, tberefoie, to be wondered thatMinifliy did every 
thing m their power to hurry them through Parliament; but 
let them bewate of the conlequences. 

Impregnated as the proportions were with the moft alarm* 
ing mifchiefs to both countries, and foreign as they were to 
ewedt any one good purpofe to either country, it was his 
(Mr. Fox’s) duty to oppofe them; for, inftead of produ¬ 
cing benefits, they would certainly prove the fource of the 
moft unhappy confequences both to Great Britain and to 
Ireland, 

Mr. pm- Mr. Dundas faid, the right honourable gentleman had mif- 

4 *i» rated him when he faid that he had afleited that thofe mono¬ 
polies would counterbalance the value of what the Irifh were 
to receive. He had faid that thofe monopolies would be va* 
luable to the Englifh, and were to be eilimated in the com- 
penfatlon. Mi • Dundas then dated, that by the conceihons 
made to Ireland in 1780, the Irifh were bound to lay what¬ 
ever duties the Engliih might think it wite to lay ih future 
upon colonial produce, and this provifo, though exa£ily 
fimilar to the preieiit, the Irifh did not confider as degiading, 
and Mr, Yclverton’s a6t did not do it away. 

Wr. Fox Mr, F<w laid, that this did not apply to the cafe in point. 
The option by the conceffion of the colonial trade in 1780 
was given to Ireland, and they might, whenever they i^ofe, 
get rid of the condition by giving up the trade to the tOlo- 
nies: but having once accepted of thefe refolutions, the fyf- 
tem between the two nations was fettl^ finally, and it could 
not be broken without a violation of <lub. 


Mr. 
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Mr. John ScoU pnsfKMiQca froii^ tiii Mr. |«h« 

Mr. Fox had brought’ upon it, and ^ud that the inih ivere 
no more degraded hy conditions for which Wf ii;ipulatQdf 
than we were degraded by the conditions on our part, that 
we Aiall not in any iiiture time legiilate againit Ireland. He 
entered at fome length into the argument, and dehveied hia 
warmell eulogiums on the whole of the reiolutions, as a fyC- 
tem c^culated to produce amity betweed the two nations. 

Mr. Chancellor Pat laid, that Mr. Fox’s argument that Mr. chia« 
the Irilh might have got nd of the condition annexed to the Fat. 
grant of the colonial trade, with the refolution which he 
himfelf moved in 1782, had no affinity. In that refolution 
Mr. Fox had ftated, that the connexion between the two 
kingdoms Ihould be elfablilhed by mutual confent upon a 
“ folid and permanent bafis.” Mr. Pitt defired to know, 
therefore, what Mr. Fox meant by that exprelllon of perma¬ 
nency, if it was tiue, as he now aflerted, that the tnfla 
could relieve themfelves from the condition whenever they 
liked. ' 

Mr. jpoA faid, that he did not think it neceflary to Hate Mr. F**, 
what would have been the meafure which he Ihould have 
brought iorwatd to fquateand conclude the commercial rela¬ 
tion between the two kingdoms; and all that he had before 
aflerted in refpedl to the permanency of the conceffions m 
1780 was, that the option was permanent, and the optiOQ 
was in the Iriftu 

The Attorney General (Mr. Aiden) faid a few words in de- The Atwc* 
fence of the propolition, and lufifted that Mr. Fox had not neyGen^ 
given the Houle an idea of what he meant as a permanent 
iyllem between the two countiies. 

Mr. Courtenay faid he would not at that late hour detain Mr. C«Kr« 
the Committee by going into the queilion at large. He cod’* *^* 7 * 
felled that he entertained prejudices in favour of Ireland, 
which he was not alliained to avow in the face of a Bntiih * 

Houle of Commons, perfuaded that they would have libera¬ 
lity enough to make allowance for tbele prejudices. It was 
the avowed intention of the prefent proportion to cement 
Che inteiefts of the two countries; but he could point out in 
almoft every one of them the foundation of lealouiies and 
dllTentions. If the prefent propolition Ihould pafs m «the 
Parliament of Ireland by the fbrength of a majority, the 
confequence would be that it would divide the Parliament and 
the People. It would reduce that Parliament to the lituation 
^f the Parliament of Pari^ m regiHering the edi&s of the 

Grand 
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fjihitid Monarsque tlus of making any altera¬ 

tion. Could a bill enaiSihg dhele commeicial regulations, 
m Its progrefs through the Houfe, undergo any amendment 
either at a firft, a lecond, or a thud reading ^ Could it be 
brought into a Committee with a view of improving it ? On 
the contrary, this refolution, if earned into a law in that 
country, would bring back the Parliament to its ftate of de- 
pentlence and lervitudc during the operation of Poyning’s 
law It was polfible the Minmer might be able to carry the 
propofition lltrough by majorities in Pafhament both in this 
country and in Ireland; but recent inftances might have con¬ 
vinced him that a meafurc repugnant to the general fenti- 
menisof the Pubhe could not be earned through, however 
countenanced by influenced majorities. 

The right honourable gentleman found himfelf reduced to 
the moitilying neceflity of abandoning a favourite object, 
which, however, at the beginning of the feflion, he carried 
by a decided majonty. The Weftminfter fcrutiny, though 
countenanced by that Houfe, ^vas given up for its unpopula¬ 
rity without doors. He would venture to declaie from his 
knowledge of the pride, of the jealoufy, and of the fpirit of 
his countrymen, that a propofition of this fort would be um- 
\erfally fcouted throughout the country. Zealous and 
watchful as they were of their new-acquired independence, 
tjiey could not fufFer them ft Ives to be dictated to by any 
power whatloever, DiftiniSlions would undoubtedly be made 
betw^een aiSfs of Parliament which met the general fenfe of 
the People, and thofe thruft down by the hand of fovereign 
iluthority. Of thofe diftmdlions the Infli advocates could 
jiot fail to take advantage; and he was perfuaded that the 
feelings of juries virould go in umfon with them. This he 
was the more convinced of from a recolleiSlion of the con- 
duiSk of the Dublin juries on the trial of the Hearts-of-Oak 
Boys, whom they refufed to conviiSf on the cleareft evidence, 
becanfe they were removed from their Qwn vicinage by an 
Iiifli a6f of Parliament. 

Lord Mahon contended that the Parliament of Ireland 
would have much more reafon to complain of an encroach¬ 
ment on their legiflative independence, if the refolution 
fhouUl pafs with the amendment propofed, than in its origi¬ 
nal ftate. He then faid, that after all the declarations made 
by the champion qf the People, when he flood foiward a$ 
the defender of Britain, he little expeifled to find him now 
Converted into an Irifli patriot. He reoeilei^ed to have heard 
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hun declare, during the admimftratiort qf theEar^ nfiShel* 
burne, that any Minifter who ihould advife Bis Majeftyta 
give the Royal Afient to any a( 9 : of th6 Irifli Legiflatiire, 
muft be relponlible to the Untilh Parliament. How he 
could reconcile that with his Irilh patiiotifm he left him 
to lay. 

Mr. 4 Idcrman Sawhr^dge faid, that a real patiiot was a \f,. 
man who entertained the piinciplcs of univerlal liberty, Savitndgo. 
Without limiting himfclf to local attachment. The noble 
Lord, he laid, had l\ood foi th as the champion of the liber* 
ties of the citi/ens ot oeneva, while he fteined to be an ad- 
Tocalc for derpotilm at home. 

Colonel Fitzpacrick faid he neither wiflied nor expelled to Col Fitr- 
h* under the neceflity ot Ip'^aking on the lubieft ot the pre* fituck. 
lent piopolitioiis; but icllcAing on'^^he alterations which 
the'e piopohtions undnwent, and the conlequences that 
would attend them, he wnihed to make a fewobfeivations to 
the Cominittee, notwitnllanding the latencis of the hour* 

Fiom tliecvpeiunce which the courfe of his leOdenci. as well 
as his fituation m Ireland alFoided him, he knew fo much of 
the country as to foielee that the pi elent retolution, if pn le¬ 
vered in, would be followred by the moft unhappy coufr- 
quences. Should the Parliament ot Iiehnd acquielce in the 
prelent rcfolutions, they certainly would aft agamll the opi- 
iMonsof tlie People, and little need be laid in order to Ihevr 
tlie dinger ot letting the People and the Pailnmuit at \a- 
rnnee. It would readily be perceived that thf* pielent lyl- 
t m was a iclumption ol that power this conntiy foiinerly 
jKiilcired, ot external legillation over lidand. 7 his was 
what the People ot tint country weie fo long jtalous of, 
and what they at length luccetded in oserthrowino, and their 
patience would Icaiccly brook to have th ei* d i f all tlieif 
Iihour deftroyed, thoilglieven wirh the eoiuui of their own 
Paihamuit. Ihe appeaiance ot duplicity towanb lidand 
Ihould, of all things, be ftudioully ivoidid, ind the iltera- 
tion made in the piopohtions could Icaicdybe vawed in any 
othei light by the people of that countiy. Conviiued by 
the evidence at the bn, he was fatisfied the piopofiiions vveic 
favourable to Ireland in their oiigmal Rate, and the natuit of 
the alterations induced him at prelent to entertain a contraiy 
opinion, and to think they would give fatisfaftion to ne'ther 
countiy, Appiehenlivt, then, leaft all the cxpeftations en¬ 
tertained of tlie good confequences they would pioducc of 
^ union and fiiendihip may be fruhiated, he was determined to 
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After this the q^erndn was caHed for, and the Hou£b 

divided; 

For the amendment - * - - 

Againfl It - 1^4 

Msjerity - - - - - , - 13$ ^ 


Tuefda)^ May 24 , • 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Coramiltce of the whoFe 
Houfeonthe Inlh Mr. M. A. Taylor in the 

chair. The Chancellor of the Exchequer having moved the 
fifth propofition, by way of refolution, 
iMs. £dea. Mr. Edtn rofe, and propoled to nifert the words “ United 
States of America,” by wav of amendment, Mr Eden took 
confiderable pains to explain to the Committee the reafons on 
which he grounded the necefiity for inferring the amend¬ 
ment he had made. He urged the extreme neceffity there 
was m this arrangement* to guard and prote^ the revenue 
againft the dangers of an illicit commeice. and he argued, 
that this country would be left in a fiate in which it ought 
not to remain, unleis fuch an amendment as h^ had pro|K>fed 
was inferred; becaufe, we fhould be liable t^ have New- 
England rum* and a variety of articles* which he enumerated, 
the produce of the United States of America, fmuggled into 
Gteac Britain, through Ireland* to the manileil piejudice oi 
the produce of our Weft-Indiaand Ameiican colonies 
Mft, AM. Mr. Alderman fVatJm returned his thanks to the fightf 
honourable gentleman lor having moved fuch an amendment: 
had be not done it* the Alderman faid* he would have moved 
one extemely like it himfelf, infiead of United States of 
“ America,” he fliould have moved it by the word “ States,” 
fingly, becaufe America had States aliens to th s country* 
that were difunited, as well as States that were united, he al¬ 
luded to the State of Yernront The amendment w.ns, hFC 
4aid, exceedingly important, much more fo than the Com* 
mittee might have imagined. The Alderman mentioned lome 
of the articles that would, if the prefent fyfiem of ariange- 
ment with Ireland went on* he liable to find tb^r way mto 
Cireat Britain to the prejudice of our colonial produce. Hav¬ 
ing fiated this head of his fut much at laige, thitfe w«m 
matters paffing m America, he faid* that he viewed with an 
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«ye of cofinfort and fatisBu^ion. Them had been before the , 

war a whale fifliery all along the Teas that waflied the Aine* 
rican ihores; that fifhery employed great numbers of iiAier<^ 
men, quiet, peaceable, induftrious, hard-working men: men, 
happy under the government of Great Britain, as formerly 
eftabliAied in North America. Thefe men, he rejoiced to 
hear, were already difguiled with the new fyftem, and had 
left |heir ancient places of fettlement in great numbers, to 
come and live again under the Britifh government in Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland, Canada, aud our remaining colonies 
and iflands m North America. Their numbers were daily 
increafing, and ft was a mofl fortunate circumftance for this 
country, becaufe the American whale fiBiery was not only 
a valuable branch of traffic, but it was alfo important in ano¬ 
ther point of view, it was important as a nurfery for feamen, 
and might, in a very few years, piove of very ellential ad¬ 
vantage to this country. The Alderman Bated the quantity 
of barrels of oil produced, and detailed other cjiannels of ad¬ 
vantage that might be traced from it. After an ample ac¬ 
count of thefe particulars, heobferved to the Houfe, that he 
had not before found an opportunity of faying much upon 
the fubjed of the propofcd fyftem of arrangement with Ire¬ 
land he aiTured the Committee, he had contemplated its 
probable confequences with care, and he was not afraid of 
them Though Ireland had her local advantages, though 
her weftern fiiore was nearer the Atlantic, and nearer to 
America and the Weft Indies, and her fouthern coaft near to 
France, there was nothing to be deduced from thefe conHde- 
rations, but a conclufion, that with a proper management, 
cemented and connefled by bonds of cordial amity, enjoying 
mutual benefits, and bearing mutual burdens, the happieit 
confequences were to be expected for both this country and 
that. With regard to the feveral motives that had a 61 unted 
thofe who had come forward with propofitions refpeiSling Ire¬ 
land, he believed they had both of them ftood nearly on th« 
fame board of the political ftage; they had all played parts 
in the farce of Le Medictn malagri lui ; but it was enough, 
that they had feverally played their charaflers well. He ad¬ 
mired the bridge that had been built acrofs St. George’s Chan¬ 
nel by the noble Lord in the blue ribband, in the year 1780; 
he admired alfo the fuperftruf^ure now raifing upon that foun¬ 
dation by the right honourtble gentleman at the head of the 
Exchequer, but as be was perfuaded both were defigned ably 
and for good purpofes, he did not admire thofe wlio laid 
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3the foundation, abufing tji6 bui|di|ig of tho fuperftruiaujre*^ 
jioither did he ^wire tbe bidders of the fuperftrudluFe 
abufing thofe who laid the fopndation ; they both had their 
feparate merits in thp great work tfiey each conftrM^Ved. 

He wiflied the right honourable gentleman fuccels ui all 
his meafures, bccaufe he was perfuaded the right honourable 
gentleman mrant w^ell; he ihould ^ave his hearty fupport as 
far a? he thought him m the right; where he appeared to 
egiegioufly wrong he certainly ihould vote agamft ^im* 
Thele were the terms on which he offered his friendlhip to 
the light honourable gentleman ; and he was fure the light 
honourable gentleman would not accept it on any other, be- 
oaule, every man who had tire flighted; pieteiffions to com- 
jnon ienie, mull: know, tint tnendlhip on any other footing 
could neither have a lure nor a long duration [Mr. Pitt 
nodded affent.] In the prefent bufinefs of irranging a 
commercial inieicouile with lieland, he was fatisfied the 
right honourable gentleman was proceeding like a wile and 
a prudent datelman. A great deal of alarm had been fpiead 
in this country, but it was ill founded he had liftened to 
the manufacturers when examined at the bar; he had heard 
them with attention , he had read their evidence with care ; 
It had made no impieffion on his miiul to warrant fear or 
apprehenfion. He had heard it laid, that "we Ihould have 
the fugais of toieign colonies, of the Fieiich Weft-India 
iflands for iiillance, fmuggled into this country thiough 
Ireland. Let thofe who held fuch dodli ines talk upon the 
ful>je6t with merchants competent to converfe upon it, they 
would laugh m the faces of thofe who entertained any fuch 
idle notions. Merchants knew, that the French would not 
fuffer even a cafk of their fugar* to be put on boaid any bot¬ 
toms but their own, they knew the value of their carrying 
trade, and they would admit no nation to fliaie it with them, 
■jjut, were the fa£l true, and could all the fugars the French 
Weft-Tndia iflands protfuced, be purchafed and brought here, 
he Ihould lay, fo much the bcttei we ihould have tht carry- • 
mg of It; our navigation would tlirive, and the nurfenes of 
our feameii would thrive with it. The fa£t was, the P'rench 
would part w'l'b nothing at then iflands to ftrangers, but 
what they couM not better difpofe of ihemfelves they would 
part wnth then molalles, which they fold to the Americans, 
and thence the A ncncan rum. Having ilated thefe, and a 
variety of othei inteiciting and important particulars, Mr- 
Watlbn repeated his declaration, that he had 09 dr^ad of ^he 
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plan cf arrangement with Ireland, but, drt th# tontl'ary,* 
the warmeft hope that we Ihonld foori feel one comiriott 
intereft; that the Teamen of TrelaJid, and the growing wealth 
of Ireland internally, would be found to be the fource of fa- 
tisfaflion and of llrenj^th to this countiy. 'Ihat a full and 
fiee participation of commercial advantages flionld producd 
any other confetjuencis lit did no exptff the fl'.ill and m- 
genyity of our inaniifaduitrs; the boldnefs, the enteiprize, 

Jnd the experience of our manners, the large floating pro¬ 
perty our inercharfts pofTefftd; dl tliefe were ciicumflances 
to ground a rational hope Ujion, lint with caic* and atten¬ 
tion, ceconomy and prudence, (neat llritain would life ra¬ 
pidly; her commerce was alreidy inciealmg apace, her vi- 
goui leturning; and her wealth hcgmning to accumulate. 

T'o what then had we to look, but to the plcafing pu.lpeiSt 
of her being enabled loon to raile hei head among the na¬ 
tions, 

Mr, Fden returned the worthy Alderman‘his heaity and Wi E<kB. 
hnceie thanks for the lionour he had done him, in ftconding 
his amendment, and for the valuable body of inform ition 
he had communicated to the Committee. He faid, he would 
very k addy embrace tile worthy Alderman’s propoled imend- 
ment, and let it Hand “ States of Ainciica," inlUad of 

United States.” Indeed ftrong realons had occuirtd to 
him that it ought to be lo within thefe few minutes. Mr. 

Eden then proceeded to adduct a vaiiety of arguments to 
fhew, that the paiticular flate cf the tobacco ti ule, and the. 
diffhicnt duties under which tcib.icto was impoitcd into tins 
countiy, and into Irtluul, lendered it highly nectflaiy, 
that lome guaid fhould be pul into the piopolitions on that 
point. 

Mr. Chancellor T*itt faid, there ceitainly was 1 great deal Mi. Chinn 
well worth attending to m what had fall« n fioin the nglij 
honourable gentleman, and fiom an honoiuahlc friend of lu$, 
the worthy Alderman, and he hoped that he hid liflened to 
neither in vain; hut he could on no account confent to the 
idea, that they liad any right whatevei to inteifere with the 
foieign trade of Ireland , it was not the hufmefs of the 
propofitions; the aim and objecSl of winch went cleat ly to 
the providing proper guards and fecurities for the future 
regulation of our commerce and navigation with our own 
colonies. 

A confiderable lltare of argument on the fuhjerSl of tobacco, 

Its duties, Its future regulations, &c. &c. heie took place, 
and It ended m the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s giving a 
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formal notice, that he would very ihortly bring the fubjedl: 
of tobacco under confideration m the Houfe, having much 
more to ftate concerning it, than it was either convenient or 
fit for him to enter upon in that Committee. 

Mr. Eden replied, and idduced farther arguments to 
prove the prelfing neceffity for the admifiion of his amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Hainfftet com\) 'mented Mr. Alderman Watfon higjily, 
declaring, that if e worthy Alderman had not feconded 
Mr. Eden’s moiion he would Mr. Hammet faid, he never 
had fat ^^lth I* much plealure 111 his life; what had pafled 
had alFoided him great fatisfaflion, and he was lure it would 
fully quiet the manufadturers of iron, and it would have 
done fo fume weeks fince, had fo much been faid, Mr. 
Hammet prefled tlie Minifter, in order to obtain a word or 
two like a hint, that fomething lliould be done, in regard to 
the iron manufadlurtrs, and thofe conci^rncd 111 iron works 
of different kinds, refpeif^mg Ii eland, but in vain. 

At length Mr. Eden conlentcd to withdraw his motion 
for the prelcnt. 

The Committee then pioceeded with the fixth and fe- 
venth Relolutions, in the eouile of confidei ing both of which 
fome conveifhtion took place. The principal fpeakers weie 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Dundas, Mr. Rofe, 
the Attorney and Solicitor Cieneral, Mr. Fox, Mr* Eden, 
Mr. Sheridan, Mr, Pelham, Mr. Powys, and others. 

About half after fix Mr. O. P. Coke rofe and faid, he had 
received inftru6lions from his conftituents at Nottingham, 
to oppofe the propofitions and, as he did not wilh to in¬ 
terrupt other gfntlemcn, when they were difiious of fpeak^ 
mg, he had watted feveral days for an opportunity, and had 
fome thoughts of moving for Mr. Taylor to quit the chair, 
as what he wifhcd to move farther, could not be properly 
done but in the Houfe. Mi. Coke having faid this, pro¬ 
ceeded to ftate, that thei e was a petition on the table from 
a large number of his conftituents, who were concerned m 
the manufaiSlory of ftoekings, of vaiious defcnptions; aflign- 
ed a reafon for their having declined appealing .it the bar of 
the IJoufe by themftivps and their counfel, to be heard in 
fupport of their petition; and went into a relation of the 
grounds of their apprehenfions, that the Irifh propofitions, 
if paffed into a law, would mateiially affeift: their interefts. 
Mr. Coke prefaced what he had to urge in juftification of 
bis conftituents’ apprehenfions, with a brief hrftory of the 
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caufes which had enabled the Nottingham manufadlnreris of . 
ilockings, to make filk ftockings coniiderably cheaper than 
they could be made either in London or in Dublin. He next' * 
alfigned the ground on which his conftituents had felt alarm 
and unealinefs: the principal reafons were, the cheaper price 
of filk in Ireland, the cheaper price of labour, and the' 
cheaper price of food, &c. &c. Having ftated thefe particu¬ 
lars, ^r. Coke aflured the Houfe, that thofe of his confti- /’ 

tuents in whole behalf he was addrefling them, were a inoft 
numerous and refpeifable defci iption of perfons; that they 
were adfuated by no party or fa6lious motives; a truth fuf- 
ficiently evident from their confiftmg of the whole body of 
Nottingham i^ocking manufadturers, comprehending amonglb 
them many perfons of very different political fentiment. 

‘Mr. Coke read a motion to the Committee, which he faid 
he would take an opportunity of ftating to the Houfe . the 
purport of this motion was, “ That the farther confideration 
“ of the Irilh propofitions be adjourned till the next feflion, 

“ or until they fliould have heard fiom Ireland, whether 
“ Ireland would be fatisfied with the refolutions and their 
“ various amendments or not.” Mr. Coke made a few ob- 
Jervations in proof of the reaionablenels of hu motion, and 
then fat down. 

Mr, Robert Smith rofe as foon as Mr. Coke fat down, and faid, Mr RoLot ’ 
though he was generally better pleafed to lillen to the opi-Smith, 
nions of other gentlemen than to trouble the Houfe with any 
of his own, yet he could not refill the inclination he felt to 
intrude on the Committee with a few remarks upon what 
had fallen from his honourable friend oppolitc to him ; and, 
he faid, he was the rather inclined to do it, becaufe, con- 
fidering the misfortune he had been undei, and he thought it 
a very great one, of difagreeing confcientioufly, and upon 
principle, with feveral of his conlliruents upon that quef- 
tion, he thought the Houfe would cxiieifl a few words horn 
him Tome time or other in the coutle of the inquiry. When 
he had piefented the petition upon that fubjpdl to the Houle, 
he had, he faid, very fully, and very anxioufly confideicd 
theeffeA of the propofitions; and, as far as it then appeared 
to him, he had expreffed his opinion that they would not 
affedl the manufaiSlures of Nottirghami He had fince had 
a very long correfpondence with the Committee of manu- 
fa£lureis, and he was forry to find, that the reafons which 
he had fancied would have changed their opinions, had not 
Hone It, but that their obje< 5 lions remaind in full force: at 
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tlje fame time he muft fay, that the difcuflion had converted 
his own doubts into certainties; and with that irnfiftible 
force which a long and ferious ditcuffion brings upon the 
mind, that he was now able to give it as his decided opinion, 
that the Irifti propofitions would not injure the tnaiiufa£luifes 
of Nottingham. 

The greateft mortification he had fufFered in the courfe of 
the buhnels had been, that the Committee of manufa<5Vurers» 
had not thought it proper to avail themfelvcs of thb lilierty 
he had folicited for them of appearing at the bar in fuppdrt 
of their allegations. Without meahing to arraign that de- 
cifion, he could not help wifhing the matter had been feri- 
oufly and folemnly difcufled at the bar, and that the Houfe 
might, as they had done in the cale of other manufa«£lnrers, 
have attended in a foleinn manner to the difcuflion of that* 
point. With tliofe fentiments, Mr. Smith faid, he hoped it 
would not be thought difrefpe^ful to his conftituents, if he 
Should ftatt in a ft w words, lome of the reafons for his opi¬ 
nions* Before he began, he w tilled it to be remembered, 
becaufe it was matetial to the prefent inquiry, that when 
the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him, and his 
iioble Iriend near him (Mr. box and I,bid North) had ob¬ 
tained for Ireland a free conftitution, the firft objedl of that 
free Pailiament was, to give Ireland a free foreign trade; 
by taking off all piiriil rcfi:ri6l:ibns, and theieby enabling' 
her to meet us in all I'le markets of Europe with every ad¬ 
vantage fhe could boall, of cheapnefs of laboui and provi- 
(tons, Ireedoin from taxes, &c. Her intercourfe, therefore, 
with other count!le-., being then, as it was at that moment, 
flee and uncncumfcnbed, it was fomewherf clfe thin to her 
foreign trade that he mufi; look for the dangers of the pro- 
pofitions ft could therefoie be no ^^llcreel^e but in the 
inteicourfc between the two countries , ard in order to fee 
that. It would be neceflary to examine in what manner 
tlie prefent intcicouife fiibfifted, and how it would be altered 
by the Infli propofitions. At prefent, this country might 
expoit all forts of llockings to Ireland, paying certain du¬ 
ties; the importation of Irifh llockings to England was al- 
togeihei ptohib'ted, the only alteration, therefore, made 
by thefe regulations was, that the prohibition fhould be 
taken, off, and tbit the Irifli fliould have the power of im¬ 
porting in^ this country ftockings upon the fame terms 

that we Eut them into Iielands 
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The 4qties p»i4 by this country ofi the exportation of 
blockings tp IrelaiJjd, Mr. Smith Gu4, were ten |jei cent, 
op thre?id and cotton ftockuigs, thirty per cent, on woiAed* 
;g)d forty pei cent, on filk . the expepce of fieighr, Jji'ul car¬ 
nage, inlurance* 6cc. might amount to three percent, more; 
tjiereioie, .^s they uo»v c lined on a bentficul trade to Ireland 
in the aiticlet> pi ihiead and cotton ftockmgs, it wa^ evident 
that they mull at prelent nianufafture thirteen per cent, 
cheaper than the Iriih did, or the Infli would lupply them- 
ielves rathei than puichale ot them ; as the Irilh rauft pay 
the fame duty heie that oui Hocking maniifa<9mrers paid 
jheie, It was evident that the Irilh mull, in order to do that, 
manpfadluie twenty-fix pei cent, cheapti than they did at 
preknt. Ihis atgument was ftill Ihongei in the article of 
filk and worfied Itockmgs, 4,he duty on the exportation of 
worfted ftockings to Irdand being tliirty pei cent, and on 
filk llockings foity per cent. Now, though lo high a duty 
ccitainly a6led as a piohibiti<«i, yet what was remarkable, 
Mr. Smith laid, was, that the grcatell part of the filk llock- 
mgs worn m Iielaiid weie the manufadluies of this coun¬ 
try, much being Imuggled from hence and yet, notwith- 
ilandmg that no duty was paid to the King, the manufaiSlu- 
rer was not without additional expence, becaufe he muik 
giVrC A compenfation to the fmuggler, which, he declared, 
he thovght could not amount to lets than fifteen per cent4 
If, therefore, we adlually lupplied the confumptioii ot Ire¬ 
land with lilk ftockings at an additional expence of fifteen 
per cent,, it was evident that the Irifli mull work thirty per 
cent, cheaper than they now did, before they could lupply 
us in tfie fame manner. If the injury to the manufadtures 
of Nottingham weie not in this way, Mr. Smith faid, it 
could be m no other, becaufe, as he had faid before, the fo¬ 
reign trade was as ^en to them as it evei would be. Mr* 
^mith, Ill this part ot his Ipeech, anfwered Mr, Coke’s ftate- 
paeiAs, that labour, food, and lodging, were cheaper in Ire¬ 
land than m England, by proving, from the evidence deli¬ 
vered at the bqr of the Houfe, that though filk was imported 
At aneafiei duty into Ireland than into tins country, yet, that. 
All circumAances eonfidered, m the particular manufadlrue 
of ftockings, they would be made cheaper at Nottingham 
than in Ireland. Having ftated this, Mr* Smith faid, the 
difference in the price of filk, owing to the drawback given 
to Iieland, gave them only an advantage in their own con- 
lumption, bpt did not give th^n a preference in the foreign 
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mai-ket, hccaufe -we gave an equal drawback to our own ma« 
nufacflured article; nor did it give Ireland an advantage in 
the trade with this country, becaufe, in addition to the other 
duties, we were about to put -a frelh duty, to countervail 
tlie diAerence of duty on the raw material in the two coun¬ 
tries. But he Ihould be told, Mr. Smith faid, by the 
right honourable gentleman, that ten, twenty, thirty, or 
even forty per cent, will not be prohibitory duties , nay, 
perhaps in the wildnels and extravagance of allertion, the 
light honourable gentleman might tell him, as he did before, 
that even looo Would not be a prohibitory duty. As the 
right honourable gentleman gave no reafonfor fuch an opinion, 
he would not, he laid, attempt to explain what he did not 
nnderlland, but would leave the right honourable gentleman 
to lolve his own paradox. The oppofers of thele propoh- 
tions, driven from their arguments upon the rum they worjldf* 
give our manufailures, by the introdudtion of fimilai^lbnes 
trom Ireland, Hated he knew not what dangers to proceed 
from fmuggling; and Hated likewife, as a lenous apprelicn- 
fioii, th It h rench lilk Hockmgs would, when the prohibi¬ 
tion wa^ taken oH^ come into this country through Iieland. 
Merely to Hate this, Mr Smith faid, would be luiEcient to 
Hiew its ablurdity. 'fhe French were to fmuggle filk Hockmgs 
into Ireland; for what^ Why to carry them acrofs the 
country, aftei wards to Imuggle them into England; that was, 
to do that at a double rifque and double expence, and, by a 
ciicuitous navigation, which they might do at one rifque and 
one txpriice, by fmuggling them from t ranee to England. 
Now, though a fmugglti might not poHefs common honefly, 
yet, as he generally poflefled common ienfe, he did not, he 
iaid, believe that he could be prevailed upon to fmuggle in 
this mnnnet to oppofe the liifh propoiitions. Concluding, 
thtielore, tliat neither in the home trade nor in the foreign 
iradt could the Irilh piopofitions alFedl: his conHituents; Mr. 
Smith urged the importance of the fettlement witli Ireland, 
*ind the latisfa6);ion he felt that the manufadlures of his con¬ 
Hituents would not be (aciiHced even to fuch an objefl. He 
muH, Mr. Smith laid, repeat what he had faid before, viz* 
that he thought it a veiy gieat misfortune to differ from his 
conHituents, fince no gentleman in that houfe could be un¬ 
der greater obligations to his conHituents than he was to his. 
He poflefled their confidence, enjoyed their friendfliip, and 
would have gone every length but the giving up his princi¬ 
ples to have obliged them. He faid, by way of concluiion, 

that 
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that he had a fupertor (atisfafbion in having fupported, against 
every obilacle, proportions, whieh in his confcicftice he be*^ 
lieveci were escalated for the happmefs and advantage bf 
both kingdoms. 

Ml. Smith added a handfome compliment to his right ho¬ 
nourable friend the Chancellor of the Exchequer, declaiingp 
however, that he had not voted m fupport of the propoiitiona 
on mere grounds of confidence in his right honourable friend, 
though no man repofcd more confidence in him, but becaufe, 
upon a full examination of thoie propofitions, and deliberate 
inquiry into their piobable confequences, he was firmly per- 
fuaded, that they were intitled to that opinion which he had 
juft delivered concerning them. 

TVednefclay, May 25 . 

The Committee proceeded again on the Trifli propofitions, 
and a variety of amendments were propofed by Mr Eden, 

Lord North, Mr. Pelham, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and 
others, 

*thwrfday^ May 26 , 

The order of the day being read for going into a Com¬ 
mittee on the bill for impofing a duty on retail fhops, 

Mr, Jolliffe rofe, declaring that in no inftance whatlbevet Mr. JolUll^ 
was his conduft influenced by a defire of popularity, and m 
this particular leaft fo of all others, indeed lo little had he it 
in view at prefent, that lie would not for that purpofe be even 
a^^the tiouble of fiibmitting to the Committee the obferva- 
tions he was now about to make The principle and ten¬ 
dency of the tax was that to which he objciSled, and which 
he wiftied to oppofe. In doing this, he did not think bimfelf 
obliged to abide by that line of condufl which was fo gene¬ 
rally recommended, and particularly fo by his right honour¬ 
able friend (Mr. Fox) namely, that in oppofing a tax, it was 
neceflary to be prepared with fomc other by way of fubfti- 
tute. He conceived it to be the duty of a Chancellor of tho 
Exchequer to find out proper objects of taxation; and fhould 
he have occafion to raife a particular fum, it was his bufinefs, 
when the Houfe thought proper to difapprove of any of thofe he 
eftered, to be ready, tottes quoties^ to propofe others to replace 
them. The tax now in agitation, was deficient in all thofe 
requifites which he thought mdifpenfable to conftitute a good 
tax, and poflelTed all tjiofe objedtionable properties which 
VoL, XVni. 3 F flioiSW 
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fliould always be refilled, namely, it was unprodu< 5 tive, op- 
preffive, and would impofe a much greater contribution on 
the Public than would come into the ccfFers of the revenue. 
To prove that it was opprcffive, he had only to put it in 
either of thefe two pc ints of view , the lliopkce^ cr would be 
enabled to indemn fy hiiiifelf on the Public, 01 he would not. 
if he fhovdd indemnify himfelt on the Pubhc, it mull be in a 
proportion far beyond what the tax impoied on him , and if 
he fhould not indemnify himfelf, then the tax was indifpu- 
tably partial and opprcffive There were other objects which 
were much more worthy of taxation, feme of which, though 
by no means an obhgation on him, he was leady to ftate to 
the Houfe. He always confulered that tax to be bell which 
came moll directly at luxuries, and operated on thofe bell 
able to bear it; for which lealon, he w^ould recommend an 
additional tax on carriages, of 3I which would, on the Imalleft 
calculation, produce 50,000!. and much more were it pro¬ 
perly colleded a tax on attoinies he alio elleemed a very 
proper one, and though he would not take it at 30I per head, 
yet Hating it at aol. per annum for eadi praditioner, he was 
well founded m aflerting, that it would not amount to lefs 
than 6o,oool. The third article which he would propofe, 
was not equally certain in the produce, and depended much 
on the difcretion in which it fliould be laid, yet he made no 
doubt, that it would be a fufficient addition to the iio.oool. 
he had already provided for, to leave no occafion for the im- 
pohtion of the prefent duty; he meant what had often been 
mentioned, but unfortunately in his opinion, not much at¬ 
tended to, a tax on places of public amufenicnt; without an 
over-faiiguine ellimation, the tax may well he taken at 
20,oool. The right honourable gentleman had not attended 
to the fituation and circumftances of thofe who are generally 
concerned in retail fliops, or he would know they moftly 
confifted of fervants, who had, by being induftrious, faved as 
much as enabled them to enter on feme line of bufinefs, 
lometimes perfons depending on the chanty of Chelfea, and 
other hofpitals, or interefts on fmall annuities. Thele peo¬ 
ple, though little within the knowledge of the light honour¬ 
able gentleman, and unattended to of courfe, were often 
obliged to flint ibemfelves of fome meals in the week in order 
to make their J property anfvver, and fhould the prefeat 
addition fuccr their other burdens, would be totally 
ruined. He thv ore fubmitted to the humanity and con- 
ilderation of the right honourable gentleman, whether he 

would 
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would perfevere in a tax To oppreiEre, fo odiou^ and fg 
unequal. 

Mr. Alderman Sflwh idgt faid, he had every difpofition to Mr AM. 
Tcfift a tax fo partial in its operation, and abandoned in its 
principle; yet underftanding that iome modifications were to 
take place in the Committee, he was willing to try how faf 
they may extend, at the lame time leminding the Houle, 
that while the tax bore haid on the lowei orders of the com¬ 
munity, there were not, perhaps, five Mciiibeis in Pailia^ 
mcnt whom it would afted. 

Mr. Alderman Townjcnd laid, he tipderftopd propofals had Mr Aid, 
1 )ecn made to the Chancellor of the £xche«^uer for extending 
the opeiation of the tax to all perfons fubjedl: to the bank¬ 
rupt laws, by laying a duty ot five per cent, on their houfes. 

Should this mode he adopted, much of the objedlion on the 
fcore of partiality would be removed, and he would there¬ 
fore agree to going into a Committee. 

Mr. Aldeimm Newvbam faid, while he difapproved of the Mr AU 
tax in toto^ he thought luth a modification a‘s that now men- 
tioned would make the huidcn moie tolerable to thofe who 
fliould other wile confider themfcKes peculiarly and un|uflly 
oppreflld he was therefore induced not to take the fenfe of 
the Houfe juevious to going into a Committee; and at the 
lame time wilhing to he underftood as not acquielcing in the 
tix by any amendments or alterations he may piopole in the 
Committee, but refeiving his diiecf negative to the bill in the 
report. 

Mr. ChincellorP/// acknowledged that piopofals had been Mr chan- 
tnide to him lor extending this tax to all fubjedl to the bank- 
rupt law’^s, but he had many ob)c£l:ions to this; one of tlie 
piineipal of which was, the difficulty of afcertainmg, with 
any degree of accuracy, who weie and who were not liable 
to them. 

After this the Speakei left the chair, and Mr. Gilbert took 
the chair of the Committee; when, on the firftclaule being 
read, Mt. Aldermiii Newnham moved an amendment, the 
clFeft of which would he, tO feparate the aflelTment of the 
fliop from the houfe, and make the tax operate on the for¬ 
mer only. On this, muchconverfation enfued, in which Mr. 

I'ox and many others contended, that the tax being entitled 
a /hop tax, it would be equally proper as it would be fair to 
find forae other criterion of eitimatmg the value of the /hop 
than by tne rent of the houfe, 

2 F a Sir 



t^ARLIAMENTARY A. 1785. 

Sir Adam Fergufon and the Lord Advocate made alfo fomc 
objedlions to it on the particular circumftances of Edmbuigh 
and Glafgow; but the Chancellor of the Exchequer perfeve- 
Ting to defend the original mode, a divihon took place on 


Aldexman Newnham’s amendment; 

For it - - 38 

Againfl It - - 79 

Majority - -- -- -- - 41 


After this leveral other amendments weie propoftd and re- 
jedled, one only exempting clanle being admitted in favour 
of bakers, who were confined from indemnifying themiehes 
on the Puhl't by the rate of their bread being alcertamed by 
^Ive niagillrates. < 

"I he bill being at length gone through, Mr. Gilbert Eft 
the chair of the Committee, and the Houle being relumed, 
the report vvis ordered to he leceued to-morrow. 

Mr. Fox tlieii pieErited a petition from the mafter llioe- 
pake’-s of Well Ill in Her againH the Irilh propofitions. Oi- 
Jcied to be referred to the Committee on Infh trade. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelt into a Committee on the 
Infli affairs, and went tliiough the remainder ot the pro- 
pofitions. 

About twelve o’clock the ^hole were gone thiough; bnl 
Mr. Pitt thinking it neccffiry to adopt lomt hints \\f ich had 
been thrown out by Mr. lulcn, Mr. 1 ox, Lord North, Mr. 
Shuidan, &c. the Houfi was rdiimed pro forma to receive 
the report of the propofitions, m order to re-commit them, 
which being done, a convcrfation round the table took place, 
which lafted fomc time, and in which fome Imall amend- 
pents were made. 

Ai one o’clock thefe points were concluded, and the report 
was ordered to be printed for the ufe the meml>eis, and to 
be taken into confideration on Monday next. 

Fridayy May 27. 

A debate occurred on the report of the Hiop-tax bill, 
Mr. Huffey objeded to the tax as a moft oppreflive and par¬ 
tial one; Sir Harbord Haibord, Mr.Plumer, Mr. Alderman 
Xewnham, Lord Surrey, and others, fpoke againft it — 
Mr* Chancellor Pitt and other gentlemen fpoke for it; .ind. 
on a divifion, that the report be received, the numbers were. 

Ayes. ----47 

Noes - -- -- -- --26 


The 
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The bill was, after fome farther debate, ordered to b« 
read a third time on Monday. • 

The Houle, m a Committee of Ways and Means, came 
to the following refolutions, viz. 

ill. “ 7 hat It IS the opinion of this Committee, that the 
“ duties granted by an ail of the lull feflion on certihcates 
“ ilTucd with refpedl to hilling of game, lliall ceale, deter*' 
mine, and he no longer paid or piyable." 

2d. “ 7 hat eveiy pcrlon 111 Gre„t Biitain who fliall take 
“ or kill any fort of game with a dog, gun,'or net, or other 
“ engine for tlie dellrudlion of game, (not adting as a 
gamckeepei) lliall pievioufly deliver in an account of his 
name and place of abode to the Clerk of the Peace or 
“ Sht-nd of the county where fuch peilon lh.ill rehde, and 
annually tike out a certificate thereof.” 

3d. “ 7 hat every piece of vellum, parchment, or fhcetof 
paper, upon winch Inch certificate lliall be engrofied, 
wntten, or punted, fhall be charged with a Hamp duty of 
“ two poLindb and two flnllings.” 

4th “ 7 hat the deputation of 1 gamekeeper, in England 
“ or Waleb, lliall be rcgillered vMih the Clerk of the Peaces 
“ and in Scotland with the ShcrilF of the county, and every 
“ gamekeeper lb to be appointed lliall take out a certificate.* 
5th. “ 1 hat the vdlum, paicliment, 01 paper, on which 
“ luch certificate fliall heengrolRd, wntten, oi printed, fh^ 
be charged with aftamp duty of ten lliilhngs and fix pence.* 
Cth. “ 1 hat every peiloii exercihng the tridc of a coac!i> 
“ miker, lliall be obliged to take out a licenle, and pay an- 
“ nuall) for the lame the fum of twenty Ihilhngs.” 

7th. “ 7 hat a duty of twenty Ihilhngs be hid upon every 
foil I -whei ltd carnage, upon winch a duty of cxcile is now 
“ charged, to be paid by the makei ” 

8th. “ That a duty of ten {hillings be paid upon every 
“ two-wheeled carnage, upon which a duty of excilt is now 
“ charged, ‘the lame to be paid by the maker.” 

The laid refolutions were, upon motion, ordered to lie 10* 
ported on Monday next. 

7 "he Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houle on the Excife Junfdj6lion bill, Mr. EeauJtj 
fpol e t ’ 'Iv* following efFeft: — 

7 h'-^hill hib undergone lo little difcuifion, and is at the 
fame (.1 io much importance, that 1 cannot kelp wifli- 
y ig, bciore ' e {t^oceed lo examine it claufe by claufe, to 
point out, with the permillion of the Committee, what arc 
^ Its 
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exprefiion which he feared would be the fruitful parent of 
difcoid, inftead of that pea'-e that ail the good menin both 
countries panted for; and before he proceeded to make his 
obfervations on the expreflion, he begged leave to read the re- 
lolution, A\hich wai» in the following words—“ That it 
IS expedient for the gene il benefit of the Bntifli empire, 
“ tint the importation ot articles from foreign, ftates 
“ Ihould be regul ited from time to time m each kingdom, 
on fuch teuns as may afiord an elFeiflual pieferenceto the 
“ impoitition of hmilar aitic^es of the growth, produfl, or 
‘‘ manutaifluie of the other.” 

'1 he ,\Nord effedhial, in this refolution, might, he faid^ 
create dtfeord, mile id of piomoting peace between the two 
eountties. In lutiire, all treaties lelative to commeice, &c. 
with foreign poweis, mnft he made hy hngland; who mufl: 
conlult the interelh cd irtiand in fuch treaties equally with 
her own. Now in fijrming thele treaties, i Minifter would 
find hunfelf grca:!\ Innpoied b) tins word cffedlual; for he 
mighjr not kn >w wh’t would txat^lly pleafei Ireland, and it 
might no*' he fit p-^rhapi, fiom a vuiety of circumfianccs, 
to nnke t'^e ticries known to either kingdom, until they 
f-'onkl hre bc^n concluded; and then it might happen, 
t^at In 'ind Aould think Ihc had caufe to complain, that an 
effeclu ii V' ♦clC ice had not been fecured to her in the Britilli 
mirtct, md might perhaps refolve that the compact was 
bi^kci whue then would be the harmony^ But this was 

a 

not ■’ foi ihould the itiolution pais in its prefent form, 
h>ngl ind wo<'ld be found immediately to lay a duty upon 
flavfttJ, madflci, li.iletd, and other articles, which are now 
impoitid duty iia fiom foreign coimti.es, and as a prefe¬ 
rence muft, 111 confeijuence of this refolution, be given to 
Ireland, a duty mufl he laid on thtfe commodities except 
when they come from Ireland, for if they lliould be imported 
duty free from foreign countries as well as from Ireland, then 
there could be no preference in favour of Ireland, and con- 
fequently no adherence to the refiilution: the ctinfequence 
would he then, that a duty muft be laid upon them when 
imported from foreign ftates, to the oppreffion of the Englifii 
manufadlurer, and folely for aiding the Irifli. Now as this 
would be very unreatonable, he would, in the firft place, 
endeavour to have the refolution rejeiSlcd In toto ; if he Ihould 
not fucceed in that, he would, when it Ihould be imme¬ 
diately before the Committee, move an amendment to this 
dFedl, « That a prefeience Ihould be given to Irifh articles. 
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» on thofe which at prefent are imported duty free into thia 
country.^ Another inducement bad been held out by the 
Mmiil^er to induce gentlemen to pafs the prefent refolutions, 
and that was, that they would put an end to the war of 
bounties between the two countries. But he was far from 
being fure that this would be the elFeiSt; "and the more fo, 
becaufe this country was now about to part with the only 
means ihe had in her power to prevent fuch a war. He 
was fatisfied in his own mind, that Ireland would be much 
more injured by a war of bounties than Great Britain could; 
but he was ready to admit, that both countiies would fuIFer 
very ejflentially by it * it would therefore be prudent m the 
Bntjfb legiflature to keep in its hands the means by which 
it could prevent fo deftruftive a war. He was going to fpeak 
upon a delicate lubje 61 :, but on fuch occalions it became him 
to do his duty, and to Bate what he thought would be for the 
benefit of his country. Soon after tlie Revolution, a com- 
padl was made between'England and Ireland, in confeqitence 
of which, the lattei confented not to interfere with the for¬ 
mer m the woollen manufadlure; m return for which, Eng¬ 
land agreed to give every encouragement to Trifti linens, 
and had admitted them from that day to this duty free. 
Great advantage had accrued to Ireland from this encou¬ 
ragement ; for 21,000,000 of yards were imported into this 
country under that agreement; thefe might be valued at 
1,500,000!., an immenfe lum, upon which no tax whatever 
was raifed. Whilft England Ihould remain at liberty to tax 
the Irifli linens, oi to prohibit the importation of them,, 
this country would h ive in her own hand a check, that 
would prevent the Irifli fiom laying prohibitory duties on 
Englilh commodities llie would have that influence that a 
great cuftomer would have on a Shopkeeper to prevent him 
from uling him ill, left he fliould carry his cuftom to ano¬ 
ther ftiop but the moment the prefent fyftem Ihould be 
adopted, England would lofe the powei which ftie polTelTes 
at this moment over the linens, and with it all the advanta¬ 
ges mfcparable from fuch a power * from the day that the 
refolutions fliould pafs, England could not either tax or pro¬ 
hibit Irifli linens; though the Infli Ihould purfue fuch a 
line of condudl as might call for fuch a meafure. The Par¬ 
liament of Ireland might, at a future day, lay on duties under 
the name of countei vailing duties, which would amount to 
a prohibition, or operate as bounties, and refolve at the fame 
time, that they had a right fo to do under the piefent agree¬ 
ment. 
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meM; they had done lb alre^y in the caCe bffogtn«) but 
there he did not biame them; Ibr according to the equalizing 
agreement, a heavy duty was laid in Ireland on moift fu- 
gars; and m ccwilequenee of that, a proportionate duty was 
laid on wrought fugar, as a protection to the Inlh refineries. 
He did not think that the duty laid on the importation of 
printed callicoes and cottons as defbnfible: no man would 
be more concerned or lorry than he Ihould be ever to have 
recourfe to the power of prohibiting Irilh linens; it was, 
however, a power that he would be equally forry to rebgn, 
becaufe he would not wilh to throw away the means of 
maintaining peace. He had ftrong objedlions to moft of 
the refolutir is, on other grounds than thofe he had hitherto 
nientionet., he objeCled for the want of reciprocity; for the 
advantage was entirely on the fide of the Inlh, and there 
was none on that of the Englifti the taking off prohibi¬ 
tions was to the benefit of Ireland; for though many ex- 
illed 111 this country, none or few exilled m Ireland and if 
England gave up the power of laying on prol^ibitory duties, 
Ireland would be the greater gamer; for if this country 
Ihould ha\’e it in her power to prohibit Inlh linens, Ireland 
could only prohibit the exportation of her provlfions, which 
bore no proportion in value to that of the linens, and Eng¬ 
land could do much hettei without thele provifions, than the 
Inlh could do without the Englifli market for then linens; 
England had done entirely without Irifli provifions; and it 
was fince he had become a member of Pail lament, that the 
law only which prohibited the importation of provifions fiom 
Ireland was repealed* a fbolifli and abfurd law it was; but 
Hill it fhewed, that liifii piovifions were not necelfary to 
this countiy. He objeCIed to the relolutions, becaufe they 
would facilitate the finuggling of an aiticle, on which de¬ 
pended a very confidei able part of the revenue of this coun¬ 
try; he meant the article of fait. The Inlh would got the 
rock fait, the raw material of the manufaClure, from Eng¬ 
land; and manufaCfunng it in Iieland, and fending it over 
here, they might make an enormous profit, not lefs than 
500 or 600 per cent. At prefent, an liifli fiup carrying it 
to England, would be liable to leisure; but when once tliefc 
refolutions fliould hive pafTed, then flie might cany it with 
fafety to our coaft: it an oppoitunity olfered, fhe might 
Imuggle It on fliore; if it was difcovercd on board by the 
officers, ihe had then only to enter it and. pay duty tor it. 

'i his 
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This of coturfe, would naturally op<>rate as a great encou¬ 
ragement to fmuggUing^ and confequently would 
the re\enue to the riique of a conUderablc dcfalcati^^^ 
He objedted alfo to the rcfolutions, becaufe they woulcnw^Jtii^'* 
this country give up fecunties foi the pn fei vation of Iwr 
trade for worfe; becaufe it took the due enforcing of the 
revenue laws out of the hands of EngiiHi cuftom houle offi¬ 
cers, over whom this Parliament has a control, and tranf- 
ferred it to other** ovei whom it has none, 1 Ic obu (fled to 
them finally, bf^caule, though it was (aid, thit they would 
put m end to non-importation agieoments on t^ie pait of 
Ireland, he believed they would produce no fuch elleeVs. 
'Ihe people, fliould they, on any future ocealion, become 
diflatishcd with Goveinraent, againft winch the law could 
have no remedy; and confequently, all the bad efleiSls againll 
which both PaiLaments were delirou to guirdat pielent, 
might continue to exift, though the Parliament of Ireland 
fliould adhere mofl: fcuipuloully to the compaif with this 
country, and he made no doubt, but as fai is that affem- 
bly could go, then nice fenic of honour, and tlxeir.well- 
known generofity and patnotilm, would indiice them to take 
caie, that both the letter and fpirit of the coinpa< 5 l weie 
obfeived. However, as he had numbtrids objeclions to it 
even in its prefent form, m which he idmitttd it wa* much 
kls exceptionable than when it was fiift optntd bv the right 
honourable gentleman, hf would oppole it z///o/o; but fhould 
his oppofltion fail of the dcfiied liiccels, lie would move dif- 
fcient amendments in the diffiient refolution , as they ftiould 
be propoled and re id to the CommitUe. 
lfc.w,w "I he right lionoui ible //^ Gum lU fiul, he hid wiit 
CjBimlle ptl with great anxiety for an oppoilunity to utliver lus ftn- 
tiinentb on thefe pi opofitioiis, m which he felt a deep inte- 
reft. When he confidered the relative lltuation of Enghnd 
and Ireland, he fhould have conceived it impoffible, had he 
not ht- nd tlie noble Lord in the laft and piefent debate on 
the Iiifli meilures, that any man m his Icnles could have 
maintained in \ leuou* manner, that the prdent f^ftem of 
mteicourfc between the two counliies could poffibly fublift 
much longpi; much lefs, that it might continue for t ver, 
with mutual advantage to both countiits. He confeflld he 
was much furpnfed at the general argument of the noble 
Lord It was, the noble Lord had fau’, in perfeifl umfon 
with the whok tenor of his political 1 fc it was lo; but 
was that, he alLed, a reafon why it fhould be bcttei intitled 

to 
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to coniideration and refpef^ ? Was it becaule it breathed tlm 
fame fpirit with thofe arguments by which he fuppotted tile 
American war, that grand criterion of the noble Lord^s prin¬ 
ciples and abilities, that a Houfe Commons fhould, at this 
day, with all the experience they have had of the noble Lord, 
futter themfelves to be impofed upon by him on the priefent 
occafion, becaufe he had formerly found means of impofing 
on another Parliament > The noble Lord feemed to ima¬ 
gine, that Ireland did not call for any alteration in the fyf- 
tem of commerce with this country, and that it was of¬ 
fered to her, and prelled upon her by the Government of 
England. From the opportunity he had from his connec¬ 
tion with the noble perfon (his brother, the Marquis of 
Buckingham, to whom, when he was Earl 1 emple, he was 
Secretary in Ireland) who had been in the Lieutenancy of 
that kingdom fome time ago, he had an opportunity of feel¬ 
ing the difpolition of the people there; and he was fo tho¬ 
roughly convinced of the neceffity of altering and amending 
the commercial mtercourfe between them and the people of 
this country, that he wrote over to His Maje^y’s then Mi- 
nifters, his fentimcnts on the fubjedt; and they would no 
doubt have turned their attention to fo important an obje£i: 
as foon as the conclufion of the peace had left them a mo¬ 
ment’s refpite from the other weighty concerns of the em¬ 
pire had they remained in office their lucceflbrs this day 
had taken it up, and it would affoid liim unfpeakable plea- 
fare, if he lliould have been m any degiee, however humble, 
inftrumental m reftoring harmony and union to the two 
kingdoms, and as his right honourable fnend (Mr. Pitt) 
had faid on a former day, in knitting together the remaining 
limbs of the empire. Had the noble I^oid been but as well 
informed on the fubjeft as he ought to h ive been when he 
was in office, he would not have ftopt where he did in the 
plan he had laid down for the commercial concerns of Ire¬ 
land; nor would have waited to pioduce his plan, fuch as it 
was, until It had been foiced from him by the point of the? 
bayonet, the lucida tda had made him do on a fudden, 
what found policy fliould hnvc made him do long before. 
The noble Lord feemed to think, that in the projiofitions 
then under confideration, the reciprocity was all on the fide 
of Ireland; but his Lordfliip muft have hazarded the cx- 
preffion without refledlion. If England fhould prohibit the 
importation of linens, the noble Lord thought Ireland would 
V®L. XVm. U u reta- 
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retalmte only by prohibiting the exportation of provisions: 
but here the noble Lord had furely forgot the evidence that 
had been given at the bar; where it had been allerted, that 
the raw materials of many of the great manufactures of 
England were brought from Ireland • Should the latter then 
prohibit the expoitation of them, what would become of the 
Engliih manufaCtuies Should fhe prohibit the exportation 
of woollen yarn, how gieatly would the Staple manufacture 
of this country fuffer? Should fhe do the fame with 
refpeCt to raw hides, the different branches employed 
in the leather trade of Great Britain would be utterly 
undone. 

He obferved, that however fortified the noble Lord 
might think this countiy agamft any hoftile proceedings of 
the Infh merchants, by the power which file had of prohi¬ 
biting the importation of Infh imtns, this was no fecunty; 
becaufe, fuch a prohibition, would operate as much againff 
England as lieland, and ultimately raoie, becaufe, by that 
means we fliould be miured in the article of our flnpping, 
and lofe the cany mg of the Infli linens to the foreign mar- 
hets. Nor would this be the only bad confequence, this car¬ 
rying trade heing thus thrown into the hands of the Infh, 
they would thereby contraCl habits of intercourfe with the 
States of America, and with other foreign nations, that would 
by degrees undermine us in our trade to thofe countries. 
U bus, it would appear, that though a war of bounties would 
be highly prejudicial to Ireland, it would be little lefs fo to 
EngUuid The noble Lord was of opinion, that the cheap- 
iiels of piovifons would enable the Infh to underfel the 
Englifh inanufadlurer at his own door but he had brought 
no proof of this , indeed it would have been wonderful if he 
had, for nobody knew where to find any fuch proof on the 
contrary, it had been proved at the bar, by a very refpec- 
table gentleman (Captain Brook) who had fet up an exten- 
flve cotton manufactory in Ireland, tliat he had always given 
the lame wages that was given at Manchefler, and tint he 
bad on moreoccafions than one, with difficulty efcaped with 
his life from his vvoikmen, who had confederated, in order to 
compel him to raife their wages higher than thofe that were 
paid at Manchefter So far no greater cheapnefs of labour ap¬ 
peared in one country than in the other but fuppofing the 
wages were fomewhat lower in Ireland than in England, he 
would not admit that as a proof that labour was m faCl 
cheaper, for the true way to eftimate that point would be to 
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Tee what work was done for the money, and if the work wae 
not proportioned, or equal to the price, then labour could 
not be faid to be as low as from the wages it might appear 
to be. The noble Lord had faid, that this country contri¬ 
buted immenfely in taxes towards the fupport ot Govern¬ 
ment, whilft Ireland was comparatively untaxcd, and would 
contribute nothing to the common caufe. To this he would 
reply, that if England was heavily taxed, Ihe had now, and 
had had the benefit for a whole century paft, of a widely- 
extended trade, firom which fhe had excluded Ireland; and 
the latter had already given to England, all that Ihe would 
have made, if, by a barbarous and equally abfurd policy, fhe 
had not been debarred from thofe advantages that God and 
nature had given her Her poverty orcafioned by this country 
was one ground of her claim to a participation of that trade 
too long engrofled by England ; but this was not all, for 
exclufive of the army, which Ihe kept up in time of peace, 
and the 3000 men flie conftantly lent to Great Britain, and 
paid for the defence of the Colonies, in return for this final 
adjuftment, fhe would make a contribution‘to the fupport 
of the nav y, by which the trade, to a fliare of which flie was 
to be now admitted, would be prote£led. 

Mr Burke lemarked, that the language held out by the 
right honourable gentleman at the clofe of his fpeech, re¬ 
minded him of fentiments fomewliat fimilar that had lieen de¬ 
livered from the fame bench lome few years ago relative to 
the Ameiican war, but he hoped he had heard them this day 
under better aufpices When the American war was open¬ 
ing, the language of the Houfe was, “ The fupremacy of 
“ Parliament muft be maintained ” But alas, this fupre¬ 
macy was foon renounced, and revenue becime the fifhion- 
able word, fo that the purfuit after contribution had fuc- 
ceeded the purfuit after dominion. The fupremacy of the 
Parliament over Ireland had been renounced, but the idea 
of contribution followed clofely at the heels of the renuncia¬ 
tion of dominion: he hoped in God the conclufion of this 
bufinefs would not be like that of the conteft with America. 
After having made this fliort preface, he fiid, that what had 
fallen from the right honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, 
made it necelTary that he fliouid afk the right honourable 
gentleman at the head of the Exchequer a queflion, relative 
to the fund from which this contribution was to aiifc. 
Though he was not pleafed with the notion of making 
Ireland pay any tribute as a compenfaiion for what we were 
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t® edncede; yet, (incc (he was to pay it, it would be well 
worth the while of the Committee to be informed of the 
probable amount of that tribute. He wiflicd to know, then, 
whether the hereditary revenue was to be feparated from 
every other fund m Ireland, fo that the charges of the pub¬ 
lic might not firfl exhauil this before any other was touched, 
and alfo, whether the expence of collefting was to be charged 
upon It, and deduiftcd from it, before any dilpofable furplus 
could come out of it ^ 

Chin- Mr. Chancellor Pitt exprefled his furpnfe, that the right 
Pitr. honourable gentleman had been able to find any analogy be¬ 
tween the contnbttion which might be expelled from Ireland 
in confequence of the adjullment that was then under confi- 
deration, and the revenue which fome gentlemen had had it 
for obje£f to raife in America The queftion in the latter 
^fe was, whether men interefted in alleviating the buidens 
of themlelves and their conftituents, fhould, by the fupremc 
power of Parliament, impofe taxes upon perfons whom they 
did not reprefent, and raife a revenue to be applied to the 
eafe of England, without leaving to the Americans the right 
of afcertaining cither the quantum of that revenue, or the 
mode of raifmg it ? The contribution from Ireland was to 
be levied and granted, not by England, but by the very re- 
prefentativcs of the people of Ireland , not for the purpole of 
eafing the burdens of any part of the King’s dominions, but 
to maintain the navy, by which the common iiitei efts of both 
England and Ireland were to be defended and firpported 
Could any man fee any one feature in this cafe that lefeinblcd, 
in the leaft degree, the pi^lure of the rife and progrefs of the 
Ataerican contell ^ He hoped the right honourable gentle¬ 
man’s comparifon of two queftions that had not a Iliadow of 
refemhlance to each other, would not be carried over to his 
native country without this reply to it, or that if it fhould, 
the good fenfeand penetration of his countrymen would pre¬ 
vent them from thinking, that in the application of a furplus 
of the finking fund to the defence of the common interefts of 
both kingdoms, there was the moll: diftant idea of making 
one pay tribute to the other. Having made this remark, he 
faid, he would anfwer the quefiion put to him by the right 
honourjible gentleman the hereditary revenue, he find, let it 
produce what it would, fhould be charged only with 656 ,cX)oI 
all above that fhould be applied to the ufe of the navy, and 
the Irifh Parliament would of courfe add to the 656,000!. 
fuch other funds as fhould be fufficient for the different efla- 
bhfhments both civil and military, to this he had only to add. 
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this revenue would, of courfe, be charged with the expences 
of colle^iion. 

Mr. Burke replied, that the right honourable gentleman Mr. Barfcc. 
had dealt by him as he had done by It eland, he had given 
a great deal more than had been alked* mounted aloft on the 
ihoulders of the right honourable gentleman on his right 
hand (Mr. Jenkinlon) the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
feemed to Hand in defiance of attacks, and, fuppoited by that 
coalition, to brave every oppofition he envied not the llatue 
its pedeflal, nor the pedeftal us Hatue. The right honouiable 
gentleman had thought propei to remind him, that he was 4 
native of Ireland; it was true; and he conceived that much 
was due by every man to the place of his nativity, but this 
duty ought not to abforb every other. When another coun¬ 
try was generous enough to receive a man into her bofom, 
and raife him fiom nothing, as this great country had raj fed 
Inm, to ftations of the gieateft honour and tiuft, and con¬ 
ferred upon him the povver of doing good to rnilhoiii, fiich 
a country had claims upon him not infeiior to thole of that 
which had given him birth; it was tlie duty of fuch a man 
to reconcile, if pofllble, the two duties however, fhouKl 
they unfortunately point diffei ent ways, it was his hounden 
duty, eithei to leturn the trufl repofed m him by the adopt¬ 
ing counti y, or elfe confider its mterefts as paramount to 
every other upon earth. To confult the interefts of England 
and Ireland, to unite and coiifolidate them into one, was a 
talk he would undertake, as that by which he could heft dif- 
chaige the duties he owed to both. To Ireland, indepen* 
dence of legiflature had been given; Hie was now a co¬ 
ordinate, though lefs powerful State, but pre-eminence and 
dignity were due to England; it was fhe alone that muft 
bear the weight and burden of empire; fhe alone mull 
pour out the ocean of wealth necelTary for the defence of it: 

Ireland and other parts might empty their little urns to 
fwell the tide; they might wield their little puny tridents; 
but the great trident that was to move the world, muft be 
grafped by England alone, and dearly it coft her to hold it. 
Independence of legiflature had been granted to Ireland; but 
no other independence could (rreat Britain give her without 
reverfing the order and decree of natuie: Ireland could nor 
be fepai^d from England; fhe could not exifl without her; 
ftie i^ft for ever remain under the proteftion of England, 
her guardian angel. From thefe principles, he trufted the 
Committee would perceive, that la what he fhould fay, he 

wad 
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Its principal objedt-?. To fay the truths the attention of the 
Houfe has of late been fo much engaged in buhnefs more tm- 
mediately urgent, that a general account of the pm pofes of 
the bill IS not likely to be altogetlwfr ufclds. 

Theobjedls of the bill are, 

ift. To reduce into onea< 5 t thofe various provifons r^fpec- 
tlng the Excifc junidj 61 ion that are now difperfed, without 
regularity or the leaft degree of ordei, tliiough a gieat variety 
of ilatutes. 

id. To reconcile thofe provifions to each other, and render 
the law conlonant to itfelt. 

3d To impiovc the fyHem by giving to the fubje6l, on 
certain conditions, and without certain exceptions that are 
neceflary for the fecurity of the revenue, .in optional right 
of trial by jury in quellions of excife. 

The utility of the hrft of ^thole objCtSts, the reducing into 
OTif adf fuch provifions in foimer adls as rchte to the Exeile 
}ttnfdi£lion, will not, I htlieve, be difputed. At preknt i 
knowledge of tlie powcis of tlic Coinmiflioners of Excite, 
sukI of Jufticcs of tilt Peace in quepLioiis of exede, can only 
lie colledled fiom the peruial of 1 vail: vaiiety of ttatutes, m 
which judicial regulations arem xtd with provifions of a to¬ 
tally difibrent n iture. 

It the fubjedt is bound to give obedience to any particular 
janfdi<Elion, he has certainly a right to know what that ]u- 
rifdidlioii IS, and what are the limits of its powers, but, at 
|ircfent, to obtain tliat information, he mult look through 
jiil the ftatutes that compofe the voluminous code ot our Ex- 
erfe laws I have therefore endeavoured to reduce into one 
a£l the piovifions of fonnei adls; and though 1 have not lo 
much confidence in the liicccfs of my endeavours as to infeit 
in the l)ill a geiK ral repealing cJaule, yet I am in hopes that 
no mateiial omiffioii will be found -— and I am happy to fav» 
as a much better fecunty for coriedtriefs than any diligence 
©f mine, that the bill has been fubmitted to the inlpedlion of 
tlie Commilfioners of Excife and their folicitors, and to that 
©f perfons of the liighefi authority in the law. 

My nextobjedf, as 1 oblerved, was to render the difFeient 
provii/ons ot the old law confonant to each othei — I found, 
for example, that in forne calesan appeal is given from the 
judgement of the two jufiices, who are empowered to decide 
jn the firfi intlance, to the judgement of the jufiices allem- 
hlcd at the Qiiartt r SefTons, and that in other cafes, with¬ 
out any dilcovcrablc lealon for the difference, no fuch appeal 
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ts allowed • — it is given, for mftance; in queftions atiiiiig 
upon malt and leather, and not m qucllions aaling upon any 
other commodities, 

1 lie bill propofes to give this appeal m all cafes of deaiiofli 
by juft ices ot the peace. 

In fome cales, as the law now ftands, the Commiffioncrs 
of Excile have a pov/cr to mitigate penalties to a thud of 
then tiinount; 111 others to a fourth, in othtis to any futn not 
lefs than double the amount ot the duties ; while in piadlice, 
they frequently, from motives of compaflion, mitigate almoft: 
to nothing — the bill propoh > th it tht y Hull not be peimit- 
ted to mitiiriteanv penaltv to lels tlian a toiirth ot tlic whole* 

In feme ci<es, as in all idjudications of penalut'-, the 
ludg^nient of iIk > ot L\ci^e lo lit Id to be not 

only hnal, but alio contiid’Vu to ill intents Tiid puipolcs ill 
other cafes, thole 1 mt lo oi goods Icized as toitciLcd, it has 
been held in one ot oni Courts of comivon Iiwq hut not lit 
the other two, that the adjudic ition ot the Gommiirioncrfi is 
me ely final. 

I mall hiveoctif in to espla n the nature of thedifputo, 
W'hich is of moxC conCquonce than appears at ftrft view, 
when the claule whicli n ’ ’tf s to it 1 > read; and I ftiall then 
ftate tlie realons that inoucc me to think tint, as an optional 
right of trial by Juiy isgiveii hy^tlns bill ni all cales of for¬ 
feiture of that kind to which the chlpute relates, the judge* 
ment of the Commiflloners, if the tubjeit takes them foe 
ills judges, fliould be conclulive to all intents and purpofes. 

The bill alfo propofes virtually to ibohfli the future ap¬ 
pointment of Commilllonei s of Appeal, and of Sub-com- 
iniflloners, becaufe, mpradtice, neither tlie one nor the oth^ 
have anyexiftence. 

Such arc the moft material of thofe alterations that affe 
propofed with a view of giving uniformity and fyftem to th« 
old law—believe they Will be found, in all refpetfts, confida- 
rable improvements.—I cotne now, Sir, to the third and wi- 
queftibnably the principal objeil: of the bill, which is, the 
giving to tlie fubje<£t, on certain conditions, and wnth certaUi 
exceptions that are neceflary for the fecurity of the revenue, 
an optional right of trial by jury in queftions of excife* 

The reafons that have led me to propofe this change m the 
law-—a change which the learned gentleman near me, m the 
few words he has ufed on this occafion, has reprefented as of 
fuch fearful confequence, I fhall gladly fubmit to the coUtid#* 
rJtion of the Cottmuttec when this part of the bill is read. 

1 relpe^. 



f^S PARLIAMENTARY A 1785. 

I refpe£t, at all time&, the' abilities and the chai acSler of the 
learned gentleman; but, with the ancient common law of 
the land, and our veneiable Conftitution on my fide, I am 
much ihore diipofed to meet than to decline the contcfl. 


Monday, May jo. 

On the leport of the refolutions from the Committee of 
Ways and Vicans, Mi. Minchin rofe to expreis Ins furpnfe 
at the (econJ-hmfl budgets which were thus brought forwaid 
fo late in the feihon, and without any piehminary notice to 
the Houle. Mi. Rofe explained the reafons of the new regu¬ 
lations which were propofed in the Carnage-duty bill, &c. 
and faid the refolutions could not be confidcred as new taxes. 
The report was icceived. 

The order of the day for the third reading of the hill im- 
pofing a tdx on fhopkeepefs having been moved and read, 
ThtfEarlof The Earl of Surrey lofe once more to objeft to the tax, 
^uney, and to fl ate that he was au thou fed by a meeting of lliop- 
Jceepeis and tiadefmen to propofe it to the right honourable 
gentleman to change his tax, and inftead of ket ping it, as at 
prefent, at the rate of ten pei cent, on all the Ihopkeepers, 
to lay It at five per cent, and extend it to all warchoufes, re- 
pofitories, &c. After faying, that if the propofition he had 
Rated, of changing it from a ten per cenCage on the leiits of 
lliopkeepers, to a fi\e iier centage on the rents of waiehoufe- 
men and wholefale dealers, weie acceded to, that the tax 
woufd be much more generally palatable than it was, he con¬ 
cluded with moving, by way of amendment, to leave out 
the word “ now,” and infert Thurfday next.” 

|lfr. Rofe. Mr. Rofe faid, to accede to the noble Lord’s piopofition 
would be to relinquifli a very tonfiderable part of the fum 
for which the tax had been given; and as thcrefoie it would 
be xn the higheft degree impolitic to adopt the alteiation, he 
declared he would objedt to the motion. 

Kr. lUd. Mr. Alderman Newnham ftrenuoufly contended agninfl 
2t«wi)b«m. the tax as extremely hard and partial, and as one of the worfl 
taxes that had e\ei been propofed. He faid, to his know¬ 
ledge, a tax had been fuggefted to the right honoiii ible gen¬ 
tleman, which would produce a larger fum, Would be eafdy 
colledted, would fcarcely be felt by tlie Public, and was every 
.way a more eligible tax. He hoped, therefore, the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman w ould relax, and confent to give up the 
preiwt propofed tax, and fubllitate that, in the place of it, 
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' to which he alluded; tlie right honourable gentleman would, 
h« was fure, underftand him. 

Ml. Mainiummg faid, he held it to be his duty to oppofe Mr Mjin- 
the tax in every ftage of it, fiom motives of juftice to i great 
number of individual^, who would be deeply injured by it. 

Mr. Hammct tollowcd Mr Mainwanng, and, with great Mr Ham- 
earncftnels, oppofed the tax. He declared that from the lirft 
moment it had been propolcd, he conhdeicd it as partial and 
unjutl: in the extreme, that lincche had the honour of deli¬ 
vering his fentimcnls to the Iloufe upon the menluie, he had 
had the pKaluic of iLCoiving inliructions from his confti- 
tuents to oppoft the bill m every ftage. Mr. Hainmet lug- 
gelled a tax of fix pi nee in the pound on houfe'*, as a tax tliat 
would btai moie ecpnlly on propeity. He l.ud, in piopo- 
fing tins ta\, inftead f i that on lliops, he had no view to any 
tiling but eipiahty and linncl'-. 

Ml. DiiiLc admitted thit taxes were now become^a mere Mr. Drake, 
option of e\ils, the iixos on luxuries, he faid, w^ere liable to 
till imputation of not being piodiu^ive, and the taxes on ne- 
cilFaiiL-i, nraily exhauftid, nevcilhelt Is, theie was fome 
choito left I Ic ( Kchimed ag unit the prefent tax in a fpeech 
i)f lomc length he pud the Chincellor of the Exchequer 
conipln ’uiit'v on his eminent abilitu s, his p itnotic hoait, and 
his (.\telknt uiidtiHanding, he expiclled his luipiile, thcre- 
foic, at his perhHing to enforce a tax fo viuvfilally odious 
and unpopular. 

Mr. Snyth (Memhci for Pontefra^l'l k’ld, in had uceivcd Mr Smyth, 
mfluielions fiom his conftitucnts to oppofe the tax; and 
though he thought tlic paying a blind and implicit olKdiencc 
to con/lituenis, in all c tfes, was not only to admit i dodlnne 
dangerou* to the independence of th n Houje, hut to lacri- 
fice their own judge ment, yet he was of opimon, that the 
iitmoH deference and lefpeift fhould, on every occafion, be 
paid to the wi/hes of thok who were to be materially and 
perfonally afFedledby any meafurcsof Government that were 
lii agitation in Pailiameiit; he therefore fliould vote againft 
th( tix 

Mr. Fuluncy reafoned againft the tax he faid it was liable Mr Pulte- 
to much objediion; if it was paid by the ftiopkeipers itney. 
would operate perfonally and jjartially on a particular de- 
fcription of perfons, and would be too heavy a burden foi 
them to beai; if it foil upon confumption, then it would 
Ik impoflible for the Public ever to know how much they 
paid; they wou]d however pay a great deal more than the 
VoL. XVIIl. 3 G tax 
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tax was guen for, which was a bad confequencd of taxa- 
tion* Mr. Pulreney addtd feme other arguments againll 
the tax. 

Ml. deflrfd to adc a quellion btfoie he i)io- 

ceedeJ to argue againft the bill Had not the right honom- 
ablc gentleman had another tax propofed to him by the Ihop- 
keepers, whidi would pioduce moie, without being equally 
liable to obji £lion 5 

Ml. Chancellor Put faid, he undoulitcdly hid heard of 
another t IX, a tax on llioes, to which a worthy magillrate 
had alluded. 

Ml. Sawhuhe refumed his fpeech and faid, as the right 
honouiable gentleman had admitted that anothei tax had 
been piopoied, and as he had named it, he would explim to 
the Houle upon what lort of computation the lum Hated 
to be produced by I'uch a tax was to he afcertained. 1 he 
AkUinxm then (aid, that it w is calculated, that theie weie 
eight millions of people m tins kingdom; foui millions were 
allowed for childien 01 poor, whole Ihoes weie exceedingly 
low priced, ot the reft, two millions of [icoplc bought two pan 
of flioes each a yeir, oi the value of from foui to hve fliillings 
the parr; on thefe it v\ as luggefted that a two-penny ftamp 
might be impieflcd, which would raife 33,00©!. 6s. 8d. That 
#ne million of pcrlons purchaftd three pair yearly, tiom fi\e 
to fix fliillmgs, upon which a four-penny ftamp might b<*? 
placed, and tint would produce 50,000!. and that one mil¬ 
lion of pel foils purchafed three pair yearly of fix fiullings 
value and upwards, upon theie it was propofed to affix a 
ft imp of fixpence, which would pioduce 75,000!. A mil¬ 
lion pan of boors it, was alfo fuppofed, weic bought annual¬ 
ly, upon thefe it was dcfigned to impofe a ftamp duty of 
one ftiilling pei pair, which altogether would amount to 
280,333!. 6s. 8d. 

Restatemfnt. 


2 mill, who bought 2 pair, a 4s. to 5s. at 2d. 

1 mill. 3 pair, a 5s. to 6s. at 4d. 

I mill. 3 pair, a 6s. 6c u]). at 6d. 

I mill, pair of boots, at is 


33>333 6 8 
50,000 o o 

75,000 o o 
50,000 o o 


Total - - “ “ - iC -^^’333 ^ ^ 

The /klderman reafoned on this new propofition, and 
;alked to what was it the Public were toattiibute it, but to 
(he obiliiMcy of the right honourable gentleman, which made 
k kim 
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him fo pertinacioufly adhere what be had once propofed, 
that he perfifted m forcing a tax upon them that was uiiiver- 
fally complained of as partial, oppreffive, andwnjuil. Mr. 
Sawbridge coincided with Mr, Pulteiiey, that as it was the 
Chancellor of the Ex' hequcr’s duty to luggeft taxes, fo was 
it the duty of the Houle to reject fuch as were found to be 
ill choferi. That duty it was incumbent on the Houfe to 
txcjrcife on the piefent occafioii; he hoped theiefoie they 
would enfoice it. 

Colonel Ph pps faid, the only objection to tlie tax that Col. Phipps 
feeined to have any weight was, that it would fall wholly on 
the fhopkeepei; this, he thought would not be complained 
of, if fliopkeepers were allowed to put a per centage on all 
book debts. 

Ml. A^cdlcy defended the tax, and ohferved, that he liked it Mi Medley 
tlie bettei becaulc it was likely to be paid by the fhopkeepei 
himfllf. 

Ml. SJopci made a fliort fpeech againfl the tax. 

Mr. JVindam (poke againfl it. He began by declaring, Wind- 
that he was inftruded by his conftitueiits to oppofe* it, and 
tliat then inflruiSlions vrere perfcflly confiilent' with hi» 
own piivate lentiinents. He, faid the argument had got into 
a dilemma; that on the one hand it was contended, that it 
would tail peiionally on the fhopkeepei, which rf it did. 

It was pietty generally admitted, would be intitled to the epi¬ 
thets of p irt'al, oppreffive, and iinjuft, with legard to the pai- 
ticulai fet of iiidividinls it would prefsupon. On the other 
haiid It was urged, that if it fell upon confumption, the 
Public would piy a gieat deal more towards it than the re- ' "" 

veniK, would leccive. Mi. Windham afked upon what prin¬ 
ciple of taxation wxas the fhop tax founded ^ It was a general 
maxim that equality was the right principle of taxation, but 
in the piefent cafe, it appeared thit inequality was the prin¬ 
ciple adopted. Me leafoncd upon tins, and illiiflrated hisob- 
locvation by reminding the Houfe, that when the houfe tax 
was pafTed, it was found to hear'equally upon fhopkeepers, 
and It had been admitted that it did fo accidentally that in- < 

equality, however flrange to tell, was heie made the bafis 
of another tax, and carried much farther ’ This, Mr. Wind- 
ham reprobated as the extreme of injullice. he was aware, 
he laid, at the fame time, that perfefl equality was a mere 
chimera, and not to be hoped for or expelled, but lome- 
thing nearer to equality might be had, and ouglit to have 
been fought aftfi. There were, he remarked, t\yo modes 
% 3 G 2 ef 
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of impofing taxes; either to lay them fpeeifically and imme¬ 
diately, or to lay them generally, and leave them to be di- 
ftributed on a^;^icles of confumption by tliofe who were to 
pay them in the firft inftancc. This latter mode w.is often 
convenient to Minifters, but it was generally mcoiiven'ent 
to the Public, becaufe it expofed them to pay tiie taxes iiji- 
pofed over and over again. 

Mr. Chanccll-or Put anfwered Mr Windham. Hf' laid 
that It was by no means fair, to confider the tax fmiply as 
one either on the income of the tiader or on the goner?! con¬ 
fumption, but of a mixed natuie, comprehending in it the 
principle of each of thefe two fpecics of taxation. Where the 
profit on the articles of trade was fuch as would be u the 
payment of the tax, there the tiader would pay ii- tor his 
own fake, and it was fair that he ftiould ; but wheie, on the 
contrary, the profit was inconfidcrable, the tax would 
levied by the Ihopkeepcr on his cuftomers. He dilputcd 
Mr. Windliam’s idea, that the pradlice and views of thop- 
keepers were merely to obtain fuch 'a piofit as they could 
live on ;*on the contiaiy, their objedt always would be, to 
make as great ^in advantage by the fale of their commo¬ 
dities, as the neceflity of a competition with other tiadeis 
would permit. Hence, then, theie was no greatei dangei 
after the pafling of this tax', of the fmaller tiaders falling a 
prey to the more opulent, by laying them under burtiens 
which the latter could bear better than the former, bccaufe 
the richei Ihopkeeper being ftill governed by the prinriide of 
trade, (that of acquiring the greatdl profit he could 1 ifely look 
for) would not be more ready to abate in his puc'^s now 
that the competition with the poorer trader had become Hill 
more unfavourable to him In confequence of the incieafed 
proportion of the burden which compartivcly he was to 
bear. 

Mr. Fox anfwered the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
repeated all the eflential arguments he had formerly urged, 
i;i proof that it was a partial houfe tax, and not, as it was 
called, a tax on fhops. He enfoiced Mr. Windham’s pofi- 
tion, that It was an extenfion of that inequality which had 
been the chara£l:eriftic of the houfe tax, and contended, that 
it would be impra^Sficable for the tax to be diHributcd among 
the articj.es of confumption, becaufe twenty, or even a thirty- 
pound tax, could be better afforded to be paid or given away, 
as it were, by the large fhopkeepei, whofe returns weie quick 
and to a large amount, than the petty fhopkeeper could afford 

. to 
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to pay tlie fmall tax; and *f the petty fhopkeeper j^ttempted 
to diftubute the tax ofti the feveial articles lie dealt in, inevi¬ 
table ruin niiift follow; bccaufe, undoubtedlY the‘Public 
would not buy at the petty fliop where the articles were 
all fold at an advanced piict, but at the capital lliop wheie 
thf y were fold cheaper, and thus the capital IhopLceper 
would he enabkd to luin the leflti. For thefe icalons Ivli. 

Fox lajd he fhould vote toi the amendment. 

Ml. Cuki iaid> he had rcctived iiiflni<Slions from his con- fir. Coke. 
Aituents to oppolo the fax, v'liich he confukred as a Imallei 
injury picccdiiif the very in ittinl one that was going to be 
daneth^ conim.icul and trading mterehsof the count!y, by 
vorjpg th iL'ulal v>rs foimdv 1 on Jiifh propofitions, that 
111 tv o liout-^ tunc v^Okld ceme under the confideiation of 
th(- ilorh. . Coke 1 ud h had “h it day prcfuited a pe¬ 

tition tiom '>500 ot his cordlitucnts againll thole rcfolu- 
tion , and ulded lome r^in irks to prove, that tlie /hop tax 
and tiK lii/li I Lil * »fs wcie both of them fital attacks on the 
Had and comnieice of the country. 

Category Pagt Tuin'^r (poke m fuppoit of the bill. 
iSii. Kcje in orilvver to Mr. Cola’s aigument for more Mr Roft, 
t rik fud, that the tixhad now been three weeks pioppfed, 
aiJ thit ibvre could not cvifl a doubt but it w'as mattei of 

giv.it Hvitoiitty. 

I ill lio’ik di\ 'ded on the queftion that the word “ now,” 
ft I'ld pai t of the motion . 

Ayes - - 114 

ksOvS - - _ - - . 8y 

The amendment was confequently loft. 

'1 lie quc^ion v IS put, 7 hat thi bill do now’ pafs,” 

I'jio’i this another debUt aiofe m whu li the fame arguments 
W(r*e renewed. #¥ 

Ihe Houle divided agam, and the Humbert were: 

Ayes - - - - III 

Noes - - - “ . ~ / 5 

The Houfe then entered into the final confiJeration of the 
Irifli lefclutions. 

Ml. Dufuombe flated the contents of a petition from the Ur Du»- 
peifons concerned m fanning of leather, &c. &c. in York-c®®^#. 
ilure, and after a fliort fpeech, allertmg the extreme refpec- 
tahilify of the perfons who fubfi^bed it, moved that it be 
brouglit up. 7 Ins being ordered, it was prefented and read 
at the table. 


Mr. 
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Mr. TFitheiforcCy after confirming what had fallen from 
his colleague lefpeding the number and lefpedtability of the 
boily of int-n whole jjetition had bten juft piefeuted lo the 
Houle, hfggcJleive, is the prayer of .their petition could 
not be complied with, to be heard by ihemfelves and their 
tounfel, the fameieijutft having htca icfuled to others, that 
he, \vho conftdttcd hiinlllt at, their counfel, to plead their 
caufe to the beft of his abilities, might be allowed to ftate 
m their nunc, then ohjeotions to the lefolutifcns in queftion, 
and the iiijuiits which would relult fiom them to their ina- 
nufaiftures. Their requeft was, that the leftriiftions which 
were laid on the interepurfe hctv\ef'n Jicbiul and our Ame¬ 
rican, Wcft-lndia, and African coloruc'’, might he extended 
to ha\c plate in all othci con ti cs is far as legaided then 
iTfianufaifturc. Now, though tjotlieisit might be f’nl, that 
thru manulaxflute not being put in .aiy woi.e liln tion by 
tht ft rffpluticns, i^cit was no ocv'flontr', i.i n applying at 
this putif 1 I a T.me THr no (.m ’ woi ' 1 h.pi le that the dii- 
in tig sf r 1 hacli I - .. (nice the con ceflioiis 

of th' ’jH ' S( s,! he lu A.uive, that any moment 
ikii e that luiU ’ KkiiinN,' '! ,• d a propti one, and that 
7 1 MM i^tuiers of leathci would have fought lelitf from 
P i, hamt nt, though thefc rcfolutions had never been brought 
forvaid. The grievance was this; that leather wa’* of a 
bci^tei kind here, with in excifeof 15 per cent, from which 
It was excni] t In Inland; and their duty was only partially 
dra^' n luck in any inftance, and in fome not at, all. This 
produetd fuch an advantage to Ireland,, that our tiade could 
not f'lbfift if it were to be continued; they theiefoie wifticd, 
that as in the c^fe of the Weft Indies, ^c. IieLuid {liould 
iiupofe duties equal to tliofe w'C paid on the exportation of 
thi^arlnles to all foieign maikets. The only lecurity foi 
their obtiiuunent of this iclief, they conceived, was propoled 
to l>t taken away by bcuring to Iieland the pei^etual ini' 
poitation ol balk: they therefore wiihcd tfiat we fhould 
k< cp It in our power to lav on, if neceffliry, a^ prohibition 
on this article, as wc did in the inftanccs of meal, malt, 
lioi.i, and Infcuit. ' 

Wiih loipedl to his own opinions, Mr. Wilbefforce faid, as 
fir a« the ftiortpcfs of tht t^mc fince the article had liecn tnoie 
P<cnli iilj piclfcd on him by ib refpciSIabJe a body of his con- 
ilitueiits, 111 confeiled he Vps afraid to move for the duty ojii 
leather cxpoitid from Iieland to foieign countries; a propo- 
ftrjQn which m had been rejected here, and which, how- 
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* ever defirable, lie feared the Iri/li would never confent to: 
hut he wifticd to Hate one way, in which he conceived great 
relief might be given to the body of inamifadaieti> in quef- 
tion, and that was in the drawbacks/ thele wcie different, 
iiling in proportion to the great>.i proccls the raw material 
had undeigone; fo that in Ihoes and hooto that drawback 
was nominally equal to th<. duty, but this w is only nominally; 
for It lieing only lo much pei lb. as had been paid on the 
riw materials, thcit being 3 5ths of this raw material walled 
in the procefs, inftcad of receiving a di aw back of fifteen, 
the duty ong'iially paid, he icceivcd but qlb. Heie Mr. 

Wilbeiforce thought iclief might be afforded, accouhng to 
tfie vuy fpiiit and piiuciple with which the drawback was 
ouginally gi inted , md he was lure that the leather inanu- 
f itluic dtli i\cd d^ci y encouragemenl, being of the utmoll 
iinpoitancc lo tins countiy it was a queflion in which the 
revenue, is well as the othei interefts of the Public were 
materially concuned. Mi. Wilbeifoice alio Hated a doubt 
which liad aiileii in the minds of lome gentleipen, whether 
tanned leathci, an its impoitation fiom hr land, would be 
ful)je< 3 : to the countervailing duty. Of this, he faid, he had 
no doubt wliatevei, it bting to all .ntents artd purjiofes a 
inanula 61 ;uie, this, howeser, ought ci itainly to be put be¬ 
yond all doubt. 

Mr. Chanccllbr Pitt thpn moved, that the order of the Mr Ctia#- 
day be read, for taking into confidei atioii the rc|)ort of the e>tf. 

twenty rcfolutious grounded on tfie Trifh proprifitions. This 
being clone, he find, it would, he prefumed, be advilablc tor 
them to adjuft the Older of their proceeding previous to their 
going into the bufinefs. He wilhed theiefore to know, w be¬ 
thel it would be moft agreeablt to take the general debate 
then, or to go on w ith the lefolutions one after another, ad¬ 
mitting or rc|e£ling fuch amendments as fliould be offered. 

Ml. A^chtn faid, he meant to move, that the farther Mi Mm- 
confidei ation of the report be adjourned till that dav thiee 
montlis; but whether his motion was leccivcd then, and the 
debate taken upon it, or whether it was moved after going 
through the refolutions, was a matter of perfecl indifference 
to him; he only wiAied to conform to the oiders of the 
Houfe. 

Lord North faid, he conceived that to r>e the fit period to Ld NertK 
admit the debate, as there would be no otlier Ifage to take it 
at on a general queftion, but the final one, “ Tli^t thele 
“ relolutions be carried up to the Lords," 

The 
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Th(^ Speaitr fa« 3 , uiTdoubtedUy the piefetit was the fit aud 
prop^'r time for taking the debate. 

I'lr. Jtrk nh 1 laid, it Appealed to Inm to be of very little 
iinpoitmce when the debate was taktii, but that he thought 
the trme prelent as good as any. 

]V?i. A^lhc'^m then lofc to make hio> piomifud motion. lie 
began with difavowing anv thing like a pntj moti\c on the 
lubietl, a (ubitdl upon wh'ch no gentleman na‘ If 1 j lubl^ to 
paitiihlT, AVliat pioperty he had was, he li’S pretty 
% Cfjujlly dividfd bftween. the two kin ,do»Ti , p\rt <t it hy 
here, jait in IivUrid it would therefore be \ ’\ e'^tuouh- 
ntry foi him not to led v.ith an equal dtgitc ci .mutter foi 
the wiiftK ot he Lii cointijcs. In the vihoc piogrcls f t the 
nr port m buliiiri^ (and luielj biifineis nion impoitaul, oi 
o M Uei inignitudfc, hud never been agjtafe?! in .'ny Ilouie ed 
» ji’iain^nt, in any period of our hiltoiy) lie hul duly i 
linebd the numcioas debaters and eonvtiliJioii ihit hid 
taken p! Kt, but h ul not given one 1 n< Ic. vote on .rv ind the 
realon why he h ul not ve>tf J, was, bee uk it J* d n )t bet. 11 in 
his jiOVvCi to i.iidenland the lelolution'.. Iso man, Ik lud, 
loved to 11 ind djllmguillied foi his duliufs oi ippifhcnhon; 
he theref vvts liaiipy to be iblc to liv, Ik by no m^ins 
« 1 ’>0 I alon in the picelieaineiit h Ind de^e 1 ib,.d. A g«< it 
ni ny j^iion , not oily of bettci cipieitus th-’.} Lc kid 
titiin to, but men of undoubted abilities, fiooel in the lure 
f*uit»on.w ih hirr; nay, he^btheved he fi rly goin- 

iLn, and ekelaie, that the bulk of the people wc’c equally 
igneitint with him ot the true Icope and me ming of all the 
relolutions. ITow cruel then would it be, to callujioii him, 
circumfianced as he defenbed hiinlclt to lx to come to a 
dtcihve vote upon a fubjedf of fuch infinite importance! 
Among the vaiious petitions that had been pieltnted, and 
weie at that moment upon the table, thole fiom the manu- 
fuTlnrei'', Hating then alarms and thci> terrors,Hfefl thm 
pnvate intciefts fliould be injured, were thole, he maa^ no 
Ici i i> 1 e to acknowledge, that he paid the Jeafl regai d to. 1 Ic 
wmild go farther; he did not believe there was much louiula- 
tunfii any Inch alarms. But theic were othei pctii-ioMs, 
to( ilyle of v^hich was moi modeiate, and the pr'i’sm inoir 
piudcnt, y which he did pay veiy great attention; he meant, 
he fnd, the petitions for time: he thought thuL was g’eat 
wiidoin in Inch a rfquifition; and to the petituntis he de¬ 
filed to add h s feeble voice. He begged, intreated, and iin- 
ploiedmoll; ta^mfil) fiii moie time. He had aJuady fia'td, 
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that he h?(! as yet foimed no opanion on th^ fubjedl:, and 
that for the btft of all poffiblc reafons, becaufe he was ndt 
lulficiently inaRci of it to be able to form any. Let the^ 
Ifoule r< collect to what extent a vote upon lo giett a fub- 
j'(SI woi’ld go It would ilok lh( /cere inevotaidy on this 
counti y and ie il ito doom ’ Vv iili that aw ful imprtrihon on his 
mind was U lo b,. wondered .it, tha' ho lliould eainelil j im- 
ploK. for nioie tune ? VV hit h.. wilhtd \vao, that th'tuiher 
confide 1 ition <'t the n Minions riuglit be pat off tih next 
liflion. It might pr'd’My he urged, tijat tht icfoii ikmis had 
been hvi. leontlu h ^orv. the lloulo; but fech an alfeition he 
begg d lca\(. to deny, tb y hid not l)(.i.n hi a v\tths, n®i 
^et li\t dav'" on dim tib'e but neithei liM .o hs, nor 
bv run h\c months, weu fufaei(.nt h. dwo unmarioa 
of fo \v(i ind lo mpoilinl i conhde .*’e i. "J re Union 
with ^eothnd hid not be..n 1 11 cd tii v .th 1 h iiUiecnt 
hifL. J In II h a woik. ol 1 lu i ir" ' uic^, the 
Miniilti c f thole days (i une xlmii^ >, > i'. , -.-lar 

Ik Id 111 1 ns of go\ mumt^ a ovsttl tv o u o datlia-* 
ment hefwit they e ilkd for i \ ue upon tie luopil why 
not dlovV mote tiiiiv now tlian the liiou ptnod liiac had 
tlapkd'" 1 et it not !'=■ thought by fkng f > time hewillied 
to d« ny IieJind lU this counti / < i'' ^ h, tv-t- 

finikd die ptolpit is or Lteli.d\v.i i •' j lo* -c ii of 
(iKat I'litaiii, and mil li land, t' 1 ' ) il IKedo.i , and 
/r ilouo toi our inleiciLb, deki\Ld e\ciy out an I (very 
idvantagf that coidd be gmiited wi h nkly to ne gn. it md 
iinportint inUiefls of llit cnipiu, Noi did he mr in to 
liy, th.it thi lelolutious voted in the Coiiimu’ ■■ 1 lO^ht not 
bemndr the hilisof a peimanent In ity contluc ve to ih( mu¬ 
tual b.vimony ..nd happinels ol both touiuueb , n^^dt ' 'ediy 
thev migit, flungthened, expl lined, .md miIioiiu-u, by 
amt ndraents and legulatioiis of a difle ent na’uie, \V hat he 
would humbly fuggefi: was, tint ihef.iithei coi hderation of 
die icfolutions be ad|Ouriie (4 at leafl till the ne^t leffion , that 
pioper jieifons, Members of Parliament and othei'?, be ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the two kingdoms, to mquue into 
what would bell conduce to tin true inteieft'- ol eich, that 
thole ptifoiis afiiduoufly condudf then nuePigation duimg 
the lecefs; and that P.arhameiit he called together as early as 
poflible, to receive the produce of the inquiij and then, 
with good ground to tread on, and certain information before 
them, proceed to conflrudf a ftable, a foljd, and a peima- 
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pent t«mplc, facred to thfe concord and commerce of the two 
countries: if, mftead of adiing with that neceflaiy precau¬ 
tion, the right honourable gentleman raftily nififted on raif- 
ing a building on a Tandy foundation, it would be tom up 
by the fiiil blaH and blown to atoms. 

Let the right honourable gentleman recoiled! he had many 
years to look foiward to; they would afford him joy oi le- 
gret exadlly as he adled on the-'^^refent occaffon a falle 
flep m fuch a bufmtfs, through too great a degice ol evgei- 
nefs and precipitation, could never be retiicved. Aftei 
defcanling for foiue time m this manner, Mr. Minchm 
concluded with moving, ** That the iclolutiona be taken 
into confidoiation that day three months,” 

Mr. D. P Mr. i). P. Coke, lole to fecond the motion, wliith he 
Coke. f d hr* could do with groat propriety, as he hid laft week 
g ,011 noritfof his mtoation ot making amotion not exidtly 
the f’lno indttd to that now made, but which would very 
wtll ( ome in uikU 1 it. \>i k-’o’e then uiged the necefllty 
ol tins coimiiv's iiifl ol)«ainiiT3 the conlent of lieland bi- 
foie ffie went fnihu. Ho ffated the gieat inequality on 
wlnoh tilt ti'o Of-iJit^ic weie piocecding, and after lomc 
poinleuuinuk cn ’* ^ uJ, thcie was one thing fuggefted 
by th< ho> .niablo gentleman that he did not approve, and 
tiiit w t . »ht appointing Commiflloneis to confift of Mern- 
beis ot Pirl' n ent and othei > to tuat with Commiflioiieis 
otlokipd. Ills ortit objedfion, Mi. Coke laid, was, theio 
\vn aircauy 40,000 comnnflioncis m liclaiid leidy to tieat 
onhvt pait, T*clLu<d .1 con\<ilalion he lately had upon 
the iiibjedl with an ingunous and fenfible man he hid faidj 
theli rtiolutioiis would not piovc in ultimatum toT’cland 
there w is one thing mote that Ihe would likcwile w ifh; flie 
would be a fool if flie did not demand it, and it was now 
obvious that Ireland had only to alk and have; licmtmt, 
they would defue that the King fhould, live one ye u i vt of 
three in Dublin. The conlequence would be, all oni mu- 
chants and manuf uStuiers would go there, and once 111 the 
country, tbeie they would lemain. Mi. Coke delcanted on 
this, but pi ailed the fcibeaiance of Ireland, declaimg, he re¬ 
lied moic on her moderation, ciicumftanctd 11 ihe wa% 
than on oui piudence. He faw no wifdom m the Cpunciis 
of C^reat Hritam, he looked for it in the Councils of lie- 
land. He willied therefore to know, befoie we proceeded 
faither, whether the relolutions would piove fatisladory to 
lieUnd, 

Mr. 
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Ml. Fox ftrenuoulljr fupported the mover and feconder, Mr. F«*. 
appealing to tlie majority of the Houie, how much more to 
their cu dit It V onld be, to vote upon fo important a fubjedt, 
conhrnKd by knowledge of their ov\n, and j ow irhnitely 
moieliK, th. n to v te on t ounds of lafh and Jl advifed 
coiihdence. Mi. 1 o\ lem d d tht Hoaft, li \» much the 
ufolutions hil bci 1 al'i’-fd, nd ho \ \l s \try ld-’f*nt 
tluy fi,ood now to whit tl v l' id ft i >d < I'gi' iHv a ftrongfr 
pioot niLd not Iv i d*» »' f n tiu 11 i :)n^ Icipt had bicn ill 
jd ceA, Mid It \\ is pi un, I 1 ipht honoin dd ocntleman wai* 
now ctnunc d, th it th ^ ) ir 1 wl an I i i i letions flood, 
whin Ik full i '1 d on h s *i i d o r re t‘en, had ap- 
iiijaed lo 1 nt^bi vC ^ ' iiuo’f'jd ft ind iinpropcr to 

nnls 1' 1 I uv pput-J i n tn coinohi iftd n iture of the 
I hi , tl I M iiiib t, t <>u 1* I ityof impoitantob- 
,i 1 , ii ihiv tinhi (ih ml tl vei\ w ighty and len- 

^ 1 I I jLiiic rhf \ in hid ‘o li leafons that ought 

» i 1 Hi u I to If Ilk to th- motion, and to wait 

ti’l ’ 1 v" tl in hifoK the\ ctme to a deciftve vote upon 

tl I. . »\ I I’d, th 1 ight honouiahli gentli nun could 

n II 111 I I iij) > 1 11 If loHt on* in the picknt Icllion 
01 P I u if hi did, thev ihoiild !• uc th it inipoitant 
hidn I I ‘hum, v h n tlu y i mid fc ucely procuie the 
III uluiii (1 lo ♦ , \h d istomikea Houle, 

?wi * ickdilf V s d\ in iiKoc lU foi liiiie, and ftated 
tlieevt 11 lu HH ion It would adoid his conlutucnts, if the 
Houle n th 1 iii d to an itnmedi itc dccifion. 

Ml. i < > /f ij )kt in the iime fide, anil adduieil H«rri- 

gumento m k , ),t of the motion. Mt. Haiiilon in paiti- "* 
culii uigtd thi nccefllty of then meeting then coiftituents* 
and talking ovci iIk fubjcdl w ith them bcfoic they decided 
on a mattei fo infinitely important, and fodtcplv inteiefting 
to the whole empne. 

Ml. Tffj/oi, on the conti iiy, piefTed th Houfc to take Mr, Taylor 
tnem into confideiatton then, while the evidence, thc) had 
heaid at then bar, and the numnous debates that hid tiktn 
phcc wei' frcfli in their minds, and thiy hid it in then 
power to afilft their rtcolledfion. Mi. laylor 1 nd, foi his 
put, if he was allowed ftve years to coiudei and revolve 
whit had pafl litely, he could not make u]» his mmd more 
completely upon the lubjeift than he had alieady done. A 
greit dell of mattei well worth attending to, h-d beui flarted 
by gentlemen on the other fide of the 1 loufe, and mofl ably 
had they argued it. the coiifequence was, he was r^ady to 

3 H 2 vote 
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Vote the refolutions that hour, as rtady as he could poflibly 
be a; any future moment of his life. 

'I he Koufe divided. 

Ayes * - _ _ - - 40 

Noes 87 

The lefolutions were then read one by one, and whf n 
the clerk came to the lecond, vu. 

“That I full participation of commercMl advuitrgfs 
“ fliould be petmanenily iccured to li eland, wncneytr a 
provifion, equally permanent and lecuie /had be made by 
“ the Parliament ot thit kingdom tow aids di li jying, in pro- 
“ portion to ils glowing profpenty, the nt^eiiary txjcncis 
“ 111 tn le of peace, of protedhng the tiadc and gcncial rti , 
terefts cf the fmpire,” 

Mu Pelham faid, that notwith/landing the little fucccls 
that had attended an amendment he hid nnnid m the Com¬ 
mittee, to this piopolilion, foi givmg frriiijty to tlic rovtniK 
of this coinitiy, h" Vwuld on thu day move the fame amend¬ 
ment in the Houfc tliat had been loft i.i tlic Committee. In 
the finglc article relative to Ea/l-lndia commerce, th''* re¬ 
venue ot England would lofc about 6o,oool a year, by the 
pcinii/iion which it was intended the Company s jhipslhouKl 
have in future to talc in part of their caigocs in IiJumd, 
fiom doing which they w^eie re/liaincd at prclent. This was 
no trilling con/uWation m thepreient Aati. of the revenue, vecl 
therLloie he thought it his duty to tike caie, by an n.Ciid- 
ment, that it fhn Id not undergo any diiiUiiuuoii. He was 
then going to /late his amendment, vvlun 

'1 he light honourable IP, IV G,cnjtUc lofc, ho fed, that 
he had an amendiPt-Ht to propofe, which, in point ot pro- 
piicty ought to come in b* fore th’t which the light honour¬ 
able gentleman intended to move, and /lioiild it becinied, 
he Hheved it would render the piopolal of Inch an amend¬ 
ment ablolutely unneceflary or i ithcr impioper. "Win n the 
Committee lefiPcd the amendment that had been propofod 
by the right honourable gentleman, it was becaule it would 
make the lu/h think, there was fome intention to do aw ay 
by leftraints, not only not foreleeu, but by no means nccel- 
lai y, the participation of commercial advantages, that Par¬ 
liament was about to grant them; and on the other hand, 
the amendment w.is in itfelf inadmiflible, becaufe it was 
not founded on the evidence that had been given at the 
bar at prefent, the Houfe, after having maturely weighed 
the evidence, might fairly come to a decifion on points that 

were 
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were not fofficiently clear to juftify a vote fooner. He pro- 
jioled then, that the firft line of the refolution. viz. “ 1 hat 
“ It IS the opinion of this Committee,” Jhould be left out, 
and .11 Its Head the following words be inlerted, “ That it is 
‘‘ confiftcnt w ’tli the geneir.i interells of the icvenue, minii- 
“ fiilures commerce, and navigation of this country” 
Should ihis amendment be adopted, he prefumed the right 
honouiihle gentleman would not prefs the altciation ot 
which he had given notice, as the vote of the Houle on 
th< one amendment, would be decifive of the fate ot the 
othei 

A^ir Fs . 1 i,d, lie did not mean to go into the ccnfidcntion 
on v.hich he had repeatedly troubled the Houle 
alreidy, I)uthe(Ould not help obferving, that the piopofition 
Jiow Jiui down in the amenrtment piopoftd by the nghi ho¬ 
nour thle gcnllennn, was falfe in jioint of taifl, hn evtiy min 
[now, tint .vhatever lieland would gam b\ tlic Ihip- 
pmg ot goods to ll... Eafl; Indies, for inftance, would he a lols 
po htnto, to the icvenue of this country. 

I he (jucltion w is hc.e put on the amendment, which was 
can ltd vv.ilivjut o[)j'orition 

Mr SJuii lun oM< rved that tlie latter part of the lefolution 
appe ired to mm \ciy ojcOionable, mfomuch, as it went to tie 
liiiind down to a fpecific piovifon foi the iujipoit of tiu* 
1 ivv, \vl ich in all probihility would m the end, piove 
mu h Ids luneficial to this counl**y, than it Parliament had 
ticfl^d to th gereiofjty and libenlity of Ireland. Plus put 
was o’'K di )Mlhle on more accounts than one in tne hi ft 
j)hce, i'' I { Kivifion was to be lecuretl in the time of peace 
o.ilv, lo I'lit in wai, licland might ftand neuter he would 
iupnofi., hoaevei, ih't it was expeiSled, that in time of wu, 
tint count! V would make exertions in favoui of tins; the 
con'e|jopct ot coi rfe was, tint in tins inflnice, England, 
inftead ot flipuhtmg for any fpecific aflifiance, rdied entiii-ly 
upon the geneiofity ®f Ireland. Why then fhould ihtrc m t 
h.-the lam^- icl'ance 111 time of peac^*'' Why fh lald time 
e\’ll an appear mce of diftruft ^ V/hy make Irela'ul mu y Ihe 
had room to think, tliat whilfl: England, by not havmg her 
power divt rted by foreign wrar, felt heifelf able to infiR upon 
tieaties, woild R'pulatc for certain fervices, hut would not 
fpeak of Ripuhtions for afliRance in war, as if confcious, 
tliat m fuch a cafe, flie fhould not be able to enforce the oh- 
fenancsof the Ripvlation ^ It weic folly indeed to expert, 
tliat Ireland, accullomed during peace to a£l accoidmg to the 

letter 
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letter of a fpecific agreement, and a ftiend who placed 
no confidence jn hci, jfliould, in tjmeof war, a61: upon pnn- 
ciplcs of liberality. The way to obtain Iiheial luccours at 
all events was, at no timeb to betiay maiki. ol cliifideiict 
in the honour and gciirrofity of thole wchivt to dt al vsilli. 
The Inih, when they faw hmilii placed to tlu tonlLderc'* 
tliat ought to be repoled in them, would natuially let bounds 
to their own gcnerofity, and never exceed in tlicii giants the 
letter of their agreement with this country. Ilut this ilipu- 
lation. for a Ipecific piovifion from licland, undri the i*gn 
lation maiked out m the icftii<f>ion, was not, in his opinior, 
iefs unconftitutional than impolitic. 

The conftitution of lieland was the fime as th it of 
land, and w hat would violate one, would, of tom 1 , neio vl 
to a violation of the otlwr. Tn England, a vote of i p». 11 - 
full army, 01 even of a pcipetual na\y, ovi i which P.t- 
liament vras to ha\e no contio], would tfie(5lually dtfitoy 
tilt conllitution, and under the Pailiiment uniifcfiluy. 
Now, what was propofed to Ireland ^ Nothing kis tli m thit 
Ihe fhould vote, 01 giv by an uicvocahle adf to the Crown, 
a fpecific fuin of money, foi the luppoit of fith-^i arms or 
navy; and confe<juently an aimy, 01 body of ieanien, might 
he employed, not only without the conlent of Paihament, 
but even in fpite of it. He was tight in alTunimg, that ka- 
men oi foldiers might be employed coiifl uitly, and paid out 
of this pe’petu il and iiievocahle fund, which would lendci 
tht C'rown independent of the People, betaulc, though tlio 
right lionourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had (aid, on a foi- 
mci < ccahon, that the monev uihng fiom the farplus of 
the linking fund, fhould be laul out in lulind, in puichale 
of provilions, &jc. foi the vie of the navy ; y^et it might lo 
happfn, that Ireland would not alw lys he a piovifion coun- 
ti;j, which file ceitainlv would not, if by thi prefent plan 
llu lliould fo iiiipiovf in nianufai^lmcs, as to turn hei thoughts 
to them from feeding of cattle. In that cafe, the money 
if 1 lid out m that counti y muff he expended in the maiii- 
Icn inci of foluKis or tailors, and then there would f>ift i 
body of men over whom the Paihament could have no 
eontiol, the extent of the numhets made nothing to the 
piinciple, which would be asmiuh violated hy^ vote in pei- 
pftuily of a luppoit of thicc icgiments of guaids, as loi a 
peipetual aimv. lie concluded hv moving an anKudment 
of the ufolution, that the follow mg vvojds be left out, viz. 
“ WhcAiCvei a piovifion equally pcimanent and fccuie II* ill 

• “ b< 
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be made by the Parliament of that Jcmgdom, towards de- 
“ frayirg, in proportion to its growing prolpenty, the ne^- 

ceflary expcnce in tune of peace, of protecting the trade and 
“ guicial iiit( lerts of thccmjjiie ’’andthit inftead of them, 
be infcrted, “ Great Eiitun confiding in the well known 
“ genciofity and hherdity oflithnd, that in proportion to 
“ hei glowing profpeiity, flie will contribute towards de- 
“ fi lying the expences both in price and wai, ot piouCting 
“ thf) trciJe and gcnciil inlcicfts of the empiie.” To this 
amcndni. nt he prciinncd there would be no objection in Ire¬ 
land, as’t was founded on in cvpreflion ot that nature m* 
an addicls mo\etl by Mr. Cnattan in the liilli Houle of 
Gv^fllinons. 

IjOkI IVauchanip leromUd the motion, without making 
any 1 perch. 

Ml. Jidt/i iuil, tint ihe amendment piopofed by the Mr Eden, 
right honoiiiahle gentleman over againft him (Mr. Gren- 
\ilU) decluing that it was confiftent with the mterells of 
the rc\-nue, maniifaCtuies, commerce, and aiavigation of 
GrLat Eritam, “ That a full paiticipation of commercial ad- 
“ \ nitages Ihould be pcini mently lecured to Ireland,” would 
be downiight nonlenle, it the amendment juft moved by the 
honoui ible gentleman, 01 lome other to that elfeCt, was not 
adopt! d, for the whole propofition, as it now itood, con- 
li'lcd of two parts, between which theie was not the leaft: 
connection that he could fee, foi the one w’^ent to declaie, 
tint a participation of commercial advantages lecured to Ire¬ 
land, would be confiftent with the revenue of this country; 
the other ftated, that it w'ould be confiftent when a piova- 
lion, &CC, ftiould be m idc by the Parliament of Ireland. 

Now how could the grant of a fmall furplus of the lieredi- 
tary revenue, mak"* it confiftent with the revenue, manu- 
fai9:ures, tiade, and navigation of Great Britain, every mie 
ot which uiuft be alleCfed in fome degree by the event, that 
a paith ipation of commercial advantages ftiould be fecuied 
TO lielind? lor his own part, he had from the beginning, 
tliouglit an imendment fo neceflary in this place, that he 
would ha\e moved one himfelf, had not his honouiable friend 
.inticipaied what he thought to be neceflary; and therefore 
1.., was rcfolved to vote for the amendment that had been 
I Lift moved. 

The I'ght honourable /V, TV, GtcnviUe vc\Aici\f that lie RightH#a 
w as not convinced by any thing that had fallen fioin the w w. 
right honourable gentleman, that the amendment which he 

had 
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Iia4 talceii the liherty tQ move, had made nonfenfe of the 
whole rcfolution. it a|)peared to him to be a fair and rational 
prouofition, that a thing given would be very p’-oper, piovid- 
cd til It fomtlhing elfe be given in return for it. "I here were 
two points, he laid, on which the honourabli r embci who 
fpoue Uft but one, had touched, on each of wh'ch he would 
n^ake aTmgle oblervation. Mention was maL t liy of the 
tune of place, m that part of the refolution Viiich is to 
iecuie a pro\ilion from Ireland towards deftly mg rht: t'.* 
pen».(.s of prottfting the common tiade and inter' hf the 
ienijJK , arcl the lealon for not mentioning \* u \\ is ch\4- 
ous, 1(1 timt of p ace the expence might eafily he av crtaint e; 
in time* ot w 1' tint would be impoffihle; and the 
lofpekft to 1 \v u piovihon, we mull ncceJaiih tiuil to the^ 
hb. u'uy and gaieioGty of I ebnJ. lb ol'iu ; oint a ii, 
mat the pncndinent hid been taken fiom an addrels. itioeid 
by Ml 1 jfialtui. i»ut the calc was not finiii a , in the or , 
the ’ddieS was moved in conli juenct of a locugmtion ot 
coiillitutioual lights, chuiKd by liclaiid as li< i own, in th' 
pioleutcali, tlic opening of theihitilh maikcl to the hill), 
was not a light hut a boon. 

l,oid A*7 Ja'd, he would make no di/neulty in dt Glid¬ 
ing the principle of juftitc in making a baigain IhIukh the 
count!Ks, by which one svis to '^ivc fonu conlwUi uion foi 
benchts c miumicated by the othei , but hi would imt d' - 
fend fxie^’y ihi., baigain, which letnivd to lx io fiaimd as 
to have ixitlier the grace of a fiee gift nor the piiidi ncc of a 
judicious coinpav.!. He had laid, on a foim i dav, that 
though icciprocity was faid to be the balls of tlx agreement, 
yet it was to be found only on one fide luxe that indeed, 
twoaitei vtions had been made, wlixh Ik Wc-s icidy to con- 
fefs, hid made it a little more recipiocil, foi tlx Eaft and 
Wcft-lndia monopolies were to be pief i ved but gentlenam 
on the other fide of the Honfe had, lome diys ago, csprcUld 
adeo-iee of fuiprife, that he had ovAlooked oix ciicuiu- 
flaixc, which, they faid, was peculiaiJy advantageous to tins 
couiitiv, and was to comVenfate for all the hccul-Js coix.4* 
fnub that bad been hitlerto made to Ireland; and thx w is 
thi tuc Lmllaiice iclativt to the furplus of thchereditaiy icve- 
nue, winch \ as m future to be appropriated to the luopoit ot 
the navy, v poii this furplus he would beg,leave to by a few 
woids. 'rhe refolution wasfo inexplicit, that notwilhftancl- 
ing all that he had hcaid on Uie fubjc<JI, he was not yet able 

to 
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to form a xtafonable hope, that we ^fhouldf derive mtt^ he^ 
ncfit from the hereditary revenue. It did not ftatc whether 
or not this hereditary revenue was to be applied in the firft 
place towards the fupport of the civil and military ellablifti- 
ments of Ireland, and that the temporary revenues fhoiild 
then be brought in aid of the heredilary. If thmBtXn^r was 
the cafe, then he would pronounce, tliat wcfliofthnever fe® 
any furplus at all from the hereditary revenue^'‘f-lc* krt-vV 
that the manner of Hating the public accounts m the Tnlh 
Parfiamenr, was to begin With the heieditary revenue, 
which having been granted for the defence of the kingdom, 
was, of courle, applied to that purpoje, being infullicient 
end, then the temporary re\enues were brought m 
aid of It, and thus a proviflon would be made for the whole: 
but gentlemen would fee, that no lurplus could poffibly arile 
^^out of a fund which was to be whvdiy applied to the lei vie® 
of the Public before any other fund was opened. But he 
would fuopole that the hereditary revenue was to be reforted 
to m Ireland, in the fecond inftance, after the other funds 
had been previoully exhauHed ; and yet he would endeavour 
to convince the Houfe that little or no furplus would arife 
from It; and m forming a judgement upon this point, h« 
could not have a better guide than the experience of paft 
time. Fie had read a work of a very confiderable commif- 
iioner of the revenue in Ireland fome years ago, he meant Sir 
Richard Cox, who had given in it a very accurate account 
of the Hate of the hereditary revenue, from which the 
Houfe might be able to conjedlure, upon what grounds had 
been formed the fanguine hopes entertained by gentlemen 
on the other fide of the houie, of a very great increafe m 
that fund. 

The duties on cuftoms inward had amounted in 1684, 
together with ale licenfes, to 87,000!.; in 1784, they 
amounted to no more than 86,oo6l.; and yet the popula> 
tion of the kingdom had increafed within the century from 
one million to two millions three hundred thoufand. The 
quit rents would never be more than at prefent, unlefs the 
ifland could be made larger. The bearth-money tax might 
certainly increafe, for it depended upon population, and had 
been exactly doubled in 100 years. But the cuftoms inward, 
as well as fbme other brandies of the hereditary revenue, 
would diminifh mllead of increaling, if the Irifli fhould be¬ 
come fo expert in manu£i6hires as to be able to fupply them* 
fdves at home with thofe commodities which they now 
VoL.XVm. ^31 take 
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talcp from tlws and other countries, and which pay a duty on 
imporfation. Another thing to be confidered was, whether 
the piojjohtion meant, that Wlienever the grofs pioduce of 
the hereditaiy ie\eaut iliouid amount to 656,000!. the Uir- 
plus he laid out for the ule ot the navy, or whether 

tins iurpli^wab to be given when the neat pioduce llioiild 
amount fojJi.it lum. U the latter was meant by it, h-- would 
undeitike to liv, wc Ihould nev^t lee any luiplu'> at all; tor 
the diiliKiion lor charges on tins 1 eveniie wi-. 259,000!; 
io that the neat produce .it tins moment was precilelv 
497,0'^oI ind mull mereifc thereloie 259,000!. Ik lure we 
could begin to look foi a ImgL fartliing of luipH^. It, 
on rlie otbei hand, the lefolutjon meant, tint 
grols produce amounted to 656.000I. ill a!)o\e that lum. 
Ihould be ipplied to the ieiviee ot the nav\, ivirliout an\ n- 
gard to the ellabhlhiTK nts, he could foale-. difhtuhu's *hir 
he could belt explain h\ eiviiMj a lullon'ot tlic oni»iii ol 
tlie hf’ieditiry ie\eniie. It took its nit mimfdnrc.ly itcVi 
the ifiloratioii ot King Chaiks 11 . Aflci the gieat lulh 
ohellionot 1741, imn.cnle tiaeis oi kind weu torl<itfd hv 
the inntnt Irilh piopiieton, and weie .ittcTwaids oecupifd 
b% Ciomi.ell’s foldicis and othtis, but whether m the hinJf 
ot Inlli i.hol,, 01 of I'nglilh i.ebel'*, thole forfeitnies weic 
not k Is the propel ty of the Crown. However, b) the tV 
mciK of Settknvnt, and the fuhlerpient .aiSt foi expl lin¬ 
ing it, the Lnghfli rLheh were k cuied in Uie poflethon and 
eiijovniei t of thok linds, and in return for this genetous 
condiiO of the Crown, and the uhnqiiifhmetit of wards, h-» 
\eiics, iiid Inch feudal iiglit«^, they letlltcl upon the King 
and his heus, certain menuts, which, togethei with fm ill 
quit ifiit'', It Jened by the Crown, fotm, at this day, the ha* 
reditarv income of the King </f Ireland, 

7 hole grants from the Parliament wire fo liberal, and fo 
produi5>ive, that Pailiiinents ceifod to be neceflary theiej 
h and Chailes IT, never hold anothei in Ireland during his whole 
reign, 1 he Iritli felt the eiror they had been guilty of in 
fettling fo great an income on the crown as lendeicd it inde¬ 
pendent of Pai hament, and the hereditary revenue toon be¬ 
came an obie6f ot je.douty, not to lay detclTation, to the peo¬ 
ple. 7 he debt contracted at the Revolution afforded them 
.•n opportunity of proving this;^in providing for the pay¬ 
ment of that, debt, they laid on additional duties of cuftoms 
andcjtciicj but they would not impofe them for more than 
( tw« 
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two years, in order tlut the Crown iliotild be under the*ne- 
ceflity of calling the Pailiament together again, before the 
expiiation of the two years this policy had the dcllred ef- 
fecl, and the Commons ha\c peiftvru 1 in it from that day 
to this, with a clillcrtiice of late, that the kllioii being an¬ 
nual, the giants ol money aie only liom one yeai to ariothcu 
the hereditaiy leveiiue had, lince the R( volution, been a lub- 
] ct ot n ilouly and tUiOr to the Pailiament, iniomucb, 
tbit fo f..i tiom endcatounng to improse jl, thev ii“ver 
inihecl an oppoitunity to tliiow chuge^ upon it, to beai it 
tlowii how(\(i, m 1751, ibeie was in th'' LxclicniMn of 
IieKiml a luiplu-. of 400,000!., this, infleaJ of being nitt- 
]oy, was the caule ot general conlleination thiougb- 
out the kingdom it was fcaied the Ciowm W'as hernnic lo 
»ich, that It could pay off the debt that was then on the na¬ 
tion, and basing no faithei occafion for the annual gi iiits, 
would call no mole Parliaments, 'lln le w is a iiucllion m 
that year of dilpofing of this fuijilus ot 40'',000l., and a hill 
was bioiight into Parliament tor tint puipofe the pie- 
.imble was to this ertl<rt, “ AVheuas Ills Map-fty hi I'gm- 
“ bed his coiiUnt, that the lurpius now in the Fxclicjnei, 
“ ftc. bediipokd or,” &c. '11 k /t iloiii pitiiot* took hie 

at tilt woitl conlent, though it hid bt n inlc ited iii two other 
ac'^s In foie lint on limilai oeeafion^ they laid the King had 
a right to give his aflent to that bib is well a% to any other; 
but that he had no light to give his coni nt; which latter 
term implied, tint the fubjccl could not K to much as dif- 
cufltd, 01 muK tlielubftuice of a lull, Vvithout the picvioux 
content ot the Ciovvn, as in the cih of piisate giants, 
'Ihis wis the gioundot a gieat fLiuggV m the Commons; 
when the moil foimidable oppofitioa c ei known in inland, 
wasmiJe igaiiifl this woicl conk ut the oppotition tnuinph- 
cd; the woid conft nt was fliuck o it of the b»ll, which diopt 
on that icrount, it* fiiciids Jkp mg no regard foi it attei it 
liad loft the magtdal woul. "J he tiiumph ot oppotilion let 
Ireland in a bla/c, nothing but bonfiies and illumination# 
were to belcen fiom one end of the kingdom to the other, and 
thegloiious 122 (ihcnumbeis upon the winning fide upon 
the divifion) was the fiift toaft at cveiy table. Ile’cwas 
a pi oof how much this hcieditary levenue w as formidable 
to thi liifti; and he was veiv far fiom blaming them for 
Viewing it with a lealous eye, but he only oblervcd this, 
in Older to iliew the Houle, that it was not a favouiite fund 
with them, and theipforc, that theic was re afoii to apniehend, 
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jkhat they would rather cru(h, than encourage and increase 
it; and therefore, that very little hopes was tc be enter¬ 
tained, that It would ever be fuffered (from nitfifTin* 
onal jealoufy) to produce a furplus. Tbtj - v .’noi hrr 
point on which he found the propofiticn rti itivc .o f»e- 
redItary revenue very inexplicit it die! n n i il rt vv ne¬ 
ther or not the furplus arifing from it Illiquid p, Kv lo 
the purpofes of the navy, e»Gn though th" '' at. . ^ )> no? 

of the In Hi r'^venue fliould be fo upprodudlnt, i‘« p ) '"pe 
year or penod of ycais, as not to be lufficient f n ' p- 
port ot the civil and mihtiry eflablifiimeiits of n ''> # in 
fuch a cale, he, for one, would be veiy loiry to touc'i\^ - 
thing of the furplus , becaufe, the benefit that wopld 
rived from it would be mfignificant indeed, when comp ir» f * o 
the fubfbntial lois the empire would fufiain, if Iteland liioi/l 
ceafe to be able to keep in her pay the 3000 men fb n- 
ilantly lends this country to defend the Weft -1 idia illinds, 
and the other colonics. At the rate the hereditary rp\«. me 
had pioduced furplufics for fome }ears pall, we might p >f- 
fibly fee three or four frigates provided with pickled pork and 
hifcmf! hv Ireland , and for this trifling advantage, we would 
difable hc.r from p lying the 3000 men Ihe has conftantly lent 
•qs, and ftill lends us, with honour toherfelf, and the greateft 
advantage the empire. 

Thus much he had thought it his duty to fay refpe^ing 
the hereditary revenue, that gentlemen might not be led 
away with the ridiculous idea, that the furplus that might 
he obtained from it, would be any adequate compenfation 
for the participation of trade which it was now propofed to 
extend to Iieland; and yet^the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had been pleafed, on former occafions, triumphantly to lay, 
that others who had gone before him, had given away the 
tratle of the country without fecunng any benefit m return; 
but that he had taken care to ftipulate, that a fund ihould 
he fet apart foi the fupport of the marine ftrength of the 
empire. He reminded him of an unfortunate man, who had 
loft hi-> nofe in one place, an eye in another; had been im¬ 
prisoned afterwards by the Inquifition, and enlarged; had 
been hung up and cut down, and at length marked with a 
hot iron and fent to the gallics; where, tugging at his oar, 
he ufed to confole himfelf with faying, “ Had I not cx- 

perienced misfortunes in the former part of my life, I 

Ihould not now have the luxury of eating orange peels 
“ and piftacl^io nuts.” The right honourable gentlemati 
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^tnptaindl» that fo much had been given by his predeceflbrt^ 
that nothing was now left for him to give but the Britiih 
market; and then away were manufkdlures, revenue, capi¬ 
tals, induttry, and population, given to Ireland, from whom 
the right honourable gentleman was to get in return the pi- 
ilachio nuts of hereditary furplus. His Lordfhip concluded hy 
faying, that though he would m general defend and fuppoit 
the principle of a bargain with Ireland, yet in the prefent 
cafe, w here fuch a trifle was in queflion, he would wave tlie 
■JdeaoNa ilipulation, and truft to the honour, the libera¬ 
lity, theVenerr^ y, the wtll-known and experienced gene- 
ronty o^relaud, and aifo to her own fenfe and underftand- 
ing, and th** coiilcnnAiefs (he muft have of the neceflity of 
fupporting the cora**iOn trade of the empire he would there¬ 
fore vote for the amendment propofed by the honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr, Dundas laid, though he thought it unneceflary to re¬ 
ply to every circumftance that could poffibly be introduced 
into the prefent qucftion, fome arguments hdd now been 
urged on which it was nereflfary foi him to fay a few words; 
and before he went minutely into the queflion, he would 
beg that the Houle might bear iii mmd, when the principle 
of the compenlation on the part of Ireland was ohjetSled to, 
that in all the former proceedings on making conceffioni. to 
Iieland, it was the univerlal ground of ohje£lion, that Ire¬ 
land did not bear any proportion of the expences inturred 
iti the expenditure for the general proteftion of the empire. 
'To remove the repetition of this obje£lion was the founda- 
t'on of the prefent propofition; and Ireland was willing to 
Ihcw, that file did not demand a participation of our com¬ 
mercial advantages, without contributing in an adequate pro¬ 
portion to the expences incurred in defence of them. What 
this proportion was, and whether it was to be given up in an 
elio-'ule manner, remanaed now to be examined. It was not 
veiy reifonable to expert, that Ireland Ihoultl, in former 
tim s, have appropriated any particular part of her revenue 
for 'aval purpofe One great fource of wealth was denied 
thi ’I in the ciiilonial trade, which they corifidered as a pe- 
rulium of the firitifli commerce, from the benefits of winch 
they were entirely excluded * the contrary was now the cafe, 
and while ihe obtained equal advantage, flie was ever ready 
to partake of the burden ; and while a certain and fpecific 
appiopriation ihould he made for public purpofes, theic was 
;i0 exclufion of the exercife of geiierofity and liberality in 
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tlie Injfh Parliament, whenever the unfoiefeen eve|)its, of 
the natural contingencies of a war might call for it. It was 
not propofed immediately to difprove the calculations of the 
produce of the hereditary revenue of Ireland, as laid down by 
tJie noble Lord (North) for a certain period of years, iit 
order to fhew, that the mcreafe of the revenue did not keep 
pace with the population but he had a Report of the Com- 
raiflionei s of the revenue, given m by the noble Lord him- 
felf, in the year 1780, fioin which he would infer, that the 
mcreafe of tlie hereditary revenue, at leaft, bore an ex ct and 
ronfiderahle pioportion to the increaiing wealth and Apulence 
of the country. He laid it was a phenomenon inl^litics, 
and not the lefs true, that population and revenue aW* not 
mcreafe togethei, nor was it confined to Ireland in the 
Highlands of Scotland, it was remarkable, that the barren 
hills were coveted with inhabitants, and yet, aftonilhing 
as It was, neither the poverty of their fituation, nor the 
fcarcity of food, produced any diminution of numbers. If 
any gentleman would take the trouble of travelling to thefo 
parts, he would find thefe ciicumftances to be true,—Here 
(Dbfeiving the Houfe laugh heartily at the lall: expreflion, he 
faid, he could fcaicely expe£l: to find any gentleman hardy 
enough to make fo difagreeable an experiment, but the ad¬ 
vantage would be the fame, fliould they he difpofed to make 
tlie inquiry. 'Ihefe pooi people, as well as thofe of Ire¬ 
land, man) of whom he believed to be in a fimilai predica¬ 
ment, added verv little to the produce of the public levenue; 
but the cafe would be quite different, when the introduiffion 
and cxteniioii of trade and commerce would add their aflil- 
tance to the mduftnous part of the community and here 
he w'lllied at once to obje6f to the allegation, that any exten- 
fion of their trade made to Ireland, would be a diminution 
of the power and wealth of England. 

H'lie principle of the prefent arrangement was, to cement 
and confolidate the interefts of botli countries; fo that an 
addition to the opulence of the one, would be alfo an acquifi- 
t'on to the other* commerce would m both countries find 
a level, and the interefts of both being united, miift bring 
sthanliges to both from every mcreafe of opulence. He 
tlid not lee any leafon foi apprehending, either that there was 
ground of jealouly for the Irilh Pailiament on the one hand, 
or tint the ifne^fe was in danger of being diminilhed bv 
bounties and drawbacks on the other. To the firft he would 
fa), that the propofal came from the Irilh Pailiament vo- 
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luntanly; am) to theotl)j»r, that the drawback C(wld onty 
be given on articles wbirb on importation had paid tlie money 
■which was to be returned; fo that at all events^ the revenue 
tould not lole. On the w hole, he concluded, tliat the here¬ 
ditary revenue muft increaft* with the opulence of the coun¬ 
try ; and, that increafing opulence, fo far from diminilliing 
tlie power and wealth ot England, would tend very much 
to idd to If. 

Sir y. Etjkine, after ironically complimenting the Houfe Sir J. Er* 
^ ' the jcceffion of intormation they derived from the fpeech 
of th^ight honoui ihle gentleman who fpokelaft; depie- 
cated anV imputation of thefc intentions which weie liberally 
afciibed to thole on h's fide of the Houfe, of endeavouring 
fo foment jealoufics, and piomote dilTatisfaflion, whenever 
they advanced fuchArguments as faifts, and the jullice of thofc 
opinions intitled them to ufs. hor his part, he was ready 
to fiy, thit Ireland would have ample ground of jealoufy, in 
ciicuinfcribing the merit of exerting that fpint and liberality 
of contiibution fo ficquently mauirefted on public occafions. 

Ihc honourable gentleman had faid, that Ireland, confi- 
dering the Biitifli colonies as a peculium of this country, 
was juftified in not contiihuting to the fupport of places 
from which Hie deiived no advintage, and by that very aller- 
tion expofed htmfelf to this rcplv—That if Ireland, notwith- 
llanding that exemption llie had a light lo claim, did never- 
theEfs, contribute hath with hei blood and treafure to affift 
our operations in Ameiica, how much more Ihould wc m fu¬ 
ture rely on tlicm toi fupport and afiiftance, when tlieir in- 
tereft and outs were fo much united ^ It was m the rccol- 
Icdion of every perfon, that in the diHrefs of oui navy, 

Ireland generoufly voted us 20,000 feamen; and tliougli 
theie w’as an exprefs a6t of Parliament that ilie fliould keep 
up 12,000 troojis for her internal defence, ilie allowed 5000 
of the heft difciphncd and moft experienced of them to fcivff 
abroad, at hei own espence, m the defence of Britain * amf 
what addi> confidcrahJy to the meiit of tins tranfadlion was, 
that Ireland had not lemaiuing, after thqj loan, aooo ef- 
feiSlive infantry. This was a circumftance, which his htu- 
ation at that time enabled him peculiarly to know; tliefa 
were aiSIs which Ireland miglit always be depended upon to 
perform voluntauly; but the pretent provifion implying 
diftruft, It was nituril that they might return it by abiding 
ftfiiSIly and literally by the terms of the bargain. The ex¬ 
perience 
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p6rience of hlft<Xry ha^ Ibewttibit Ireland always manifefied 
f jealoufy on the fa 3 >jed Of the hereditary revenof, and 
jtakiiig the argvinispc m any point of view, their provision 
In the prefent fyftem muft he 1 bad one for the revenue 
either would increafe vrith the opulence of the country, 01 it 
would not. If It fhould increafe, then the Parliam<-Mt o£ 
Ireland would have tlie gieater reaion to be jealous of luvirig 
fo confiderabie a (urn undei the control of a foreign ]tgiila> 
ture, and employed for military purpofes If 11 Ihould not 
he produdlive, then was it an inadequate conij^jenfatip'jj-? 
this country for the participation of its commercial r&'ources 
On this occafion it was to be apprehended, that Infl/freedom 
Was the purchafe to which the interefls of England V^re fa¬ 
ct iBced. He liked neither the purchafe nor ^ terms; he 
neither wiflied to refign our dear bought,commercial advan¬ 
tages, nor to infringe upon the liberties of others. He ob- 
ferved, that it was allowed as a great merit by the Miniiler, 
that he firft received the concurrence of the Iriih Patiiament 
before the propofitions were introduced here; but did he 
think the Parliament of Ireland would be fatisfied with that 
contemptuous and difgraceful treatment they would receive, 
in having refolutions firft propofed by a Britifh Miniiler m 
Ireland, and returned from England totally difienng both in 
fpirit and principle ? Under fuen circumfiances, thebeft apo* 
logy that could be made was, that the Minifter in Ireland and 
the Miniiler here totally mifunderilood each other; unlefs it 
could, on the other hand, be imagined, that they were of 
different opinions. He concluded, by recommending to have 
this provifion wholly omitted. The Houfe calling toudly for 
the queilion, 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that previous to a determination on 
this quellion, he wiihed to explain fome circumilances which 
he conceived to have been mifunderilood and which he was 
anxious the Houfe ihould attend to. There would, in con- 
fequence of theie regulations, be many duties which at pre¬ 
fent were only temporary m Ireland," that in order to bear 
with the like duties in England, which were feouritiet fi>r the 
public debts, now he rendered perpetual. This would 
add principally to the hereditary revenues of Ireland, and 
would be applicable to the purpofe of keeping a ilanding 
army. Here, then, arofe a double confideration; iirft, a 
great and important fnm would be entrufted, where thecon- 
ixitution of the country was always jealous it ihould he 
placed, particularly for fucb purpofo: and fecoadly, this 
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petpetual proyifioii berog fheii #oqI 3 bo loairi^ftxtA 
a neceffity fbraflembling the Paribiment,* at li^oOot^ aa^tho 
£ifptyof our conflitution and that of Ireland fet^ntired/ It 
might be anfwered, that Parliament muft be ailetobled, in' 
order to bring m the bills, and uke the regular eftimates 
laid before them; but be had experience to bear him out, in 
apprehending that this principle, important as it was, would 
be liable to violation ; for, notwithftanding a refolution of 
Parliament of England conftituted it a high crime 
and nnUemeanour for any perfon to eitpend any futti of the 
public fll^oney, except fuch as had been already appropriated^ 
the right honourable gentleman at the head of the Treafury, 
in defiance of that relolution, was bold enough tb employ 
very laige fums to fuch purpofes as he thought proper 

The queftion was then put on the amendment, and negai* 
lived without a divifion, as were alfo feveral other amend* 
meuts, after which the refolution pa^. 

On putting the fourth refolution. 

Lord Beauchamp declared, that although he fiordially voted Lord Beav* 
for the fyftem before the Houfe, fo far as it profeiled to ad- 
mit Ireland to a full fhare of commercial advantages, he could 
not ailent to this new and extraordinary refolution, as he con¬ 
ceived It to be highly materia! in the adjuAment of the future 
mtercourfe between the two kmgdoms, that no rufpicions 
might be entertained by the IriAi, that under the fpeciouS 
pretence of commercial beneAts, which miglit or might not 
be realized, the BritiAi Parliament wiAied to deprive them 
of the folid benefits of a free confiitution. That this refo- 
lution avowed upon the face of it, that one power muA exiit: 
to legulate the external concerns of the whole empire; that 
gentlemen ought to recoiled, that this is the principle which 
Ireland has folemnly pledged herfeif to refiA, and which the 
BritiAi Pariiamest has, by an of equal folemnity, Aipu* 

lated never to revive. He reminded the Houfe, that that 
necefiarv meafure fdemed to meet with the general concur¬ 
rence ot all parties, that it was impoffible the noble L6rd in 
the blue ribband could objed:to it, bectufehe was the founder 
of the prefent liberal fyAem with regard to the commerce df 
Ireland; and therefore, he could not wiAi to leave it in the 
power of any future Parliament to overturn, in a moment of 
ill humour, thofe conceiltons, which he knew to be honour¬ 
able to hifflfelf, and benefiaal to both kingdoms. That thp 
Mini Aers who fucceeded', Aood in the fame predicament, be- 
caufe the uBt of xySg made no new cooceifipn, and only re- 
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i|ioyed all doabtf npott th^ t9t^ qI the Declaratory 
which hadbeoa fodinereotly ttfioerAoocl, even by men pradti* 
cally engaged in the government of both kingdoms, as to ren¬ 
der a frefli explanation unavoidable. That it w6uld be invi¬ 
dious to impute to any fet of men, much lefs to the authors of 
that meafure, and the Miniilers of this day, a iecret intention 
of revoking it whenever th^ might be able; as fuch politics 
would tend to unfettle all faith in our Councils, and to ni- 
fpire a fufpicion, that the rooft folemn compa£l is conilderejt 
only as a neceftary facniice to the preiTure of the nioCnetit* 
That however this may be^ the confequences of this meafure 
have fully jullified the policy on which it was ground^—that 
inAead ot fevering the kingaoms, and mfuilng into each tho 
idea of feparate interefls, every man who knows Ireland mufi; 
admit, that Great Britain never had a greater afcendant over 
her politics than at the prefent moment—that the extiniStioti 
of Infh jealouiies has proved a new bulwark of her Brength, 
and tiiat what ihe has facriBced in nominal power,, fhe has 
acquired in real influence, of which the felf-denying form m 
which Ireland has voted a vaft army, and every fubfequent 
meafure of her Government, afibrd the flrongeft evidence— 
that to thofe perfons who rely implicitly on theory in matters 
of government, and who expedl the great operations of the 
woild to iqoare with their abftra£t notions of an unity of pow-^ 
er, it may appear impoflible, that two co>ordinate and inde¬ 
pendent legiflatures can proceed without collidon. That to 
them, it may fairly be anfwered, that government is a fcience 
of and e::perience—that as far as the experiment has been 
tiled, It has fully anfwered to both kingdom^, and that no 
gi eater fpeculative difficulties attended it than might have 
been urged a priori agaiqft thofe parts of the Briciih go\ em¬ 
inent, winch experience has proved to be the rooB umver- 
fally beneficial. 

Tiiat if the trial by jury was nour, for the flrB time, pro- 
pofed as matter of experiment and theory to the exifiing Par- 
iiamei^uf either kk^m, it would naturally be faid, it 
failed in its £rll prMwle—that the habits, opinions, and con- 
fciences of men were lo various, that it was abfurd to expe£h 
the concurrence of twelve jurors in the fame virdidl—Biat tl)c 
difficulty would be increafed if they were taken from the 
neighbourhood, as new motives of prejudice, of connedfion, 
and mtereft muft arife out of that circuaoBance to render the 
attainment of juilice impradicable ; and the noble Lord faid, 
that he had no fear of being contradifted when he aflerted, 
that, in this mllance, fpecuiation and rei^nement muB give 
• ay 
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waf to feUlory atid tb fodi. He jtftber^^bbferwd, Ithife "tfA 
Britiih conftitution affords evidoice m all its paits« tbsil 
theory and faft are commonly at variance, that its fnpertor 
excellence is faid to confift in having three diBin^ and inde* 
jicndent powers, which mutually check arid countera£^ the 
operation of each other—-that the fmalleft pra^ical experience 
of our government is fufficient to (hew, that nothing but 
anarchy and confufien could aiifeout of fuch a fyftem—that 
t%««»r«»M^ine of government would adlually Hand Bill—<and 
that tho^ days have been the happieil in this kingdom, where 
thefe three princijiles, inftead of jarring and thwarting each 
other, have a< 9 ;ed in the moft perfedfc harmony and union, be- 
caufe that harmony can only arifefrom the fcrupulous caution 
with which each branch of the conftitution confines itfelf 
within its natural limits—that fo little do fad and theory ac¬ 
cord, that though moft of the Peers aie incompetent to revift 
legal judgements, they form a moft enlightened tribunal, as 
%vell in matters of private right, as a moft upright one, though 
the ftifnefs of their political principles has not, at all times, 
been proverbial—that even with regard to ourfelves, in whom 
the whole popular ftrength refides, there is neither principle 
nor uniformity in the ftameof this Houfe, confidered as an 
objed of fpeculation and theory, yet we know what alone is 
ci&ntial, that this rude and ill-conitruded fyftem of reprefen- 
tation has anfwered every good purpofe in pradice; that it 
has enabled us to make great ftruggles in war, and, at all 
times, to enjoy a greater ihare of political liberty than ever 
fell to the lot of any other nation. He farther faul, that if^ 
in all thefe mftances, feeming inconfiftencies m theory were 
reconciled in pradice, the fame might be the cafe with regard 
to Ireland—that we are not to fuppofe, that the Irilh Parlia¬ 
ment IS compofed of difterent materials from our own, or that 
the influence of the Crown is totally unknown there—that 
we ought to recoiled, that one Houfe confifts, in part, of 
prelates or judges, who naturally look to the fupport of Great 
Britain, in common with the other Houfe of Parliament, 
againft any polfihle encroachment on their civil or ecclefiafti- 
cal eftabliftiment—that the Houfe of Commons did, fairly 
and honouraldy, fpeak the fenfe of tlieir conftituents m the 
late queftions of trade and conftitution, but that it is not of 
fuch a caft as to facrtfice real objeds of policy to the fludua- 
tion of popular opinion—that they have never fallen into the 
frenzy of reformation, of which the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer has fet them the example—that as they have met, in every 
inftance, the wiihes pf Great Britain, the fame is to he piiv 
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much, We ft^it ttitir connoeoce fpr ever. He farther pb- 
Herved, that the refolution 'ftated it as eileotial to the preien^ 
compa€t« that Irelancl fhoUld, of o^eflity, adopt the cotnnier* 
tiid rrculation^ of Great Britain ; if it is fo e 0 ential as It is 
now, for the firil time, contended to be, he could not account 
for Mr. Orde’s filence on fo materia) a topic when he opened 
bis plan to the Iriih Parlianacnt. 1 hat, when a boon was pf- 
lered to Ireland, the price opght to have been mentmonai 'll 
which file'was expeftcd to pdrcbafe itl That th^^atural- 
courfe of proceeding had beeh inverted, ‘|;hat Intereft, firi£tiy 
had £rfl been treated of, and bartered for, in the Irifh 
^ariiament**that now, to keep the fcales even, We were called 
upon to fet bounds to the legiflative difcretion of Ireland, 
Without warrant or authority, and to decide points in her 
future fyllem, which, far from having received her concur- 
kence, have never been alluded to in her Parliament—^tliat 
fuch coudufl; is, at befl, ungracious towards both kingdoms-* 
that It will be accounted for only on one principle, that a re« 
folution has been taken to recover, at all events, our fupre- 
xnacy over Ireland. That, for this purpofe, commercial ad¬ 
vantages were held out to her which fhe neither expelled nor 
defired, that fhe was to be dazzled with prbfpedts of iipagi- 
nary wealth, till, in the hour of uhfufpeiSling griititude, me 
ihould furrender the cuilody of her commerce'-and revenue , 
and that the ominous words ofed in a fbrroer debate, th it it 
was, ** hardly prudent to Hate how good a bargain wa^s here 
** made for Great Britain.” feemed to admit that intetprera- 
tlon—thkt if tlie necefTity of having uniform laws of trade 
was the real objeS, not the pretence of making this innova¬ 
tion, )t might be effected by otbei* means', that the principle 
was admitted in the preamole to Mir. Yelverton’s aft, and, 
therefore. Great Britain has evety fecurity iivhich a free peo^ 
pie Can give, that the laws of trade, whttn are boi$afide equal, 
tball be adopted by the PaxliamCnt of Ireland, and^ in point 
of faft, they have ever flteWn a readmefs to do fo.' That it is 
. a fallacy to treat this refolution as reforable to the fame prin¬ 
ciple ; Mr. Yelverton’s a( 5 t adopted only laWs In at^ual exif- 
tence, ir, therefore, depended out Irifo courts, and on Irilh 
juries, to expound what Britiih llatdtestnfwei^ the defcrip- 
jLion of conferring equal benefits, and imffofing equal re- 
ftraints—^that the infertmn of the fame words in thts refolu¬ 
tion gives no fecurity, becaufe it cOnfritutes'the Parliament 
of Great Britam the foie judge of that eqmdity, with the 
^wer of applying it, not (conforurnWy to the ptecedent) so 
1 ' * . paft’ 
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ooly^ allftitQre ree^oiif ; tisaftibe circQinftancei 

E f the tiro kingdoms am, in m nuiqr refpe^ dtIBinifairi that 
iws, pufportma to beoqnal, may^ in their conii^tieiioes, be 
very .une^aUv felt in each; tliat, i({ioiild fuch a cafe occur, 
the fobjeA of Ireland is left without any remedy, he.has no 
means of knowing what pailes m thit Boufe, nor is he in the, 
habit of reprefenting his grievances to us; and if he ^s to 
his natural reprefentatives, they can only tell him, ** We are 
, ,V^no longer competei^t to relieve you, for we have fttireudered 
tl^another kingdom the power of regulating our commerce, 
** and It is a breach oi^ treaty, if we do not adopt the i^nla« 
** tion of which you complain/? That this tranfadion has 
been compared to treaties with foreign nations, though it had 
not a hngle point of refemblance-^mat when nations make a 
treaty of commerce, they refer to foinething definite and pre- 
cife—.« If you will take fo much of our woollens, we will 
admit fo much of your linens.”--Herc is no condition of 
ifiiture dependence or inbordination, but an agreement to ac*- 
rampliih ibmetbing for their mutual advantage, of which 
they underfiood the full ; and he added, “ That hifiory 
amrds no inftance of an independent fiate being bound to 
do a^s undefined in their nature, and uncertain in their ex- 
** tenf, at the reo^aifition of another.” That equality was pro- 
fe^d on the firlt refolution, and fo far as the difclaimer of 
laying farther prohibitions, the principle was adhered to, as 
Ireland had previoully done the fame, but heie the equality 
ends i for though we call upon Ireland <o adopt our laws, we 
do not exprefs our readinefs to accept any from her (the very 
idea would raife a fmile) why then are we to fuppofe, that 
Ireland is Isfs jealous of her fieedom and confiitution, than 
We are of ours ? 

The nobk Lord farther obferved, that If the freedom of 
Parliament confifts m a power of admitting or rejedling every 
fpecific propofition which may be fuggefied, the Infh Parlia* 
tnent will not, under this refolution, be a free Parliament, 
and the right honourable gentleman (Mr, Pitt) feems fenfiblo 
of this confiitutional dimculty, as the refolution now re¬ 
quires the intervention of Irilh a£ls to give efficacy to Britiih 
regulations, whereas, in the original draft, they were to be m 
force in Ireland in the fame manner as in Great Bntain. The 
iioble Lord faid, in bis opinion, the cafe was precifely th6 
fiime, whether Ireland is bound to adopt Brttilh laws, or whe¬ 
ther they ipfi fa£lo attach on the fubjedls of that kingdom, as 
4 ier free agency is equally deftroyed in both cafes, it makes 
4 hoproceeding more complex, but leaves the principle ex«tCiIy 
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the Time. The ful)je6ls of Rumce^are not bound to obey the 
K»ng*s ednSl; till they'^ure ntdmulgsi^ed under the authority of 
thetr Parliament but as tney are not in a capacity to delibe¬ 
rate upon them, in the idrft inftance, .nor to refufe the forma- 
l^ity of regiilenng them, in the fecond, France does not pof- 
ieis the emnce of freedom, though ihe may retain many of 
the paraphernalia of a free government. In any cafe, whe¬ 
ther It IS injurious to Ireland or not, it afibrds not the fmallell: 
prote^ion to the interefls of Oreat Britain, as no reliancegiui^ 
be placed on meafurcs taken for the foie purpofc of compiling 
with the letter of a treaty, and the Trilh may happen to think, 
that having had no difcretion in framing a law, they are not 
bound to a ilri£t execution of it * m this inilance, we are 
completely in their power , nor can we, with jullice, com¬ 
plain, if they retaliate upon us for ha^ng fet them an exam¬ 
ple of diilrull, which no paft tranfa£^ion will juftify.—That 
itowever the lax execution of the laws will give rife to conti¬ 
nual difputes, if Great Britain feels that her revenue decays 
fi om the uegle£^ of Infli officers, her complaints will natu¬ 
rally he loud, on the other hand, if Ireland feels fore af: the 
exerctle of this aiTumed power, ihe will as naturally remon- 
iirate, that the mftant complained of is not a cqfus foederis^ 
and does not fall within the fpint of the treaty. Between 
foreign nations, the ceflation of a treaty only remftates them 
where they previoufly ftood: as we are circumftanced, it is 
impoffihle to ilate all the mifchlefs which will arife from a 
diflblution of the compaft, if ever It takes place ; it can be 
compated only to a total breach of the union with Scotland— 
It becomes us, therefore, to weigh every word with peculiar 
csutioii before we fign the feal for ever. He farther faid, that 
111 reaioiTing on the tourth refolution, it was impoffihle not to 
look forward to the fifth, as forming an efiential fupplement 
to It —This alfo is new, and extends to almoft every branch 
of the In Hi trade, and, confequently, to the moft produc¬ 
tive branches of her revenue.—That it gives rife to two moil 
important queilions :—Firft, whether a country, compara¬ 
tively poor, can bear to have her confumptiOns taxed to as 
high a degree as a rich one ^ Secondly, whether it is coniiilent 
viith the iiiterefts of Ireland to render a vaB; part of her reve¬ 
nue perpetual, by placing heifelf in fuch a fituation that (he 
inu/l raile her duties at our requifitions, and, at the fame time, 
lurrender the power of lowering them unlefs we do the fame, 
which is alinofl a viilonary profpc£l:. With regard to the 
hrll, Ireland ntow enjoys the alternative of importing Wcli- 
Jnclii produce direftly on BritiQi duties, or mdircAly, through 

Great 
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Oteat Britain, the low im^JoAs; and it may be a doubt; 
whether Ibe can bear a hjglter duty on rmn, which Is the 
principal article ihe imports dire£IIy, in return for her niaiiuv 
f2u5buresas to fugar, the duty was almoil doubled jn the 
laft war, and, m a future one, may go on progreiliv’ely->»lre* 
land, in thefe inllances, cannot keep pace with us —^We flialf; 
either prohibit the ufe of the articles in queftion, or force her 
into a contraband trade, to the joint prejudice of her own le- 
Yenue, and of the Bnti(h planter .—1 ill ilie can eBahliih a 
diredl Wed-India trade, which mud; be a work of time and 
diiBculty, it feems beil, on all accounts, that ^lie ihould fup* 
ply herfelf with the fugars fhe wants beyond her own impoi**. 
tations from Briilol and Liverpool at the old duties.—Why, 
then, take from her this option ^ In another point of view, 
the refolution bears hard upon Ireland,—it not only interdidls 
for ever her importations of foreign Wcft-India produce, fioiii 
which flie has precluded herfelf hy an annual aiSl, but as ic 
IS now framed, if we adopt fo abfufd a propoiltion as to carry 
on the trade of our lilands by a joint-Aock company, Ireland 
mull: do the fame.—If, with a view of encouraging Lanca- 
jQiire cottons for the ufe of the Negroes, we were to prohi> 
bit the export of linens to the Weil Indies, Ireland muft do 
the fame—It is no anfwer to the obje£iioii, that thefe c.iles 
are out of the reach of probability, if they are fo, why 
ihould we aik the power to do that which 111 no poibhltt 
ilate of things it is right for us to attempt ^ In reprd to Ame¬ 
rica, the bargain we endeavoured to fallen upon Ireland is Bill 
of an harlher nature. when the laft arrangement wais made, 
the United States madha part of the Britiih dominions, and, 
therefore, the colonial n^ulations comprehended the IriHiin- 
tercourfe with them. Now it is a branch of her foreign trade 
with which we have difclaimed all interference in otliei in- 
ftances, in this we demand, that whenever we lay any new 
duty on American produce, Ireland fliall follow our example, 
Coniider the extent of *fuch a propofiuonr—It applies to the 
material/^of manufadure in many inilances :—It includes 
iron, indigo, tobacco, rice, cotton, and. by regulating the 
imports, we, in effe 6 I, command the exports of Irebnd m 
every branch for which thefe articles are admitted m return : 
it does, indeed, much more; it gives us the power of imme> 
diately filling the Exchequer ol Ireland, and the furplus of 
the hereditary revenue being granted to Britiih feryices, over 
which the Iriih Commons are expe£led to give up all control, 
Vill operate upon us as a temptation to do To. It may alfo be 
ft doubt, whether the artificial fyfiem of lefiraints and mpno 
, pol-eS; 
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which our debts haire nstidered iiecei&tf, if tpiilied 
an infant conotry^ as Ireland tl» in a corofnercia! pmnt of 
view, with her natural relburces unimproved, may not to^ 
taliv damp all future induftry and commercial enterprise. 

Had Ireland, indeed, madd a demand, we were at libert3r 
to accede to it, only on this or any other'condition Hire 
Thought beneficial; but it cannot be too often repeated, that 
^ the bufinefs arofe in a voluntary offer from Mimflm, and not 
in a reqtfifition from her Pariiament. What advantages are 
held out to Ireland to compenfate all thefe facnfices, it is 
not eafy to tell. We allow her to import Wcft-Tndia pro* , 
duce, which has firil been landed m n«r ports, into Great 
Britain; but every merchant bnows, that thefe circuitous 
importations through Ireland will rarely, if ever, take place; 
and to that circumftance only, the indifference of the Weft- 
India merchants to this feeming conceffion is to be attributed* 
We change alfo oor prohibitions upon her manufadures into 
prohibitory duties; but it is not poflBile to fuppofe, that 
when the doftrine now held of a countervailing duty is 
carried to its utmoft extent, and that to the port mity of ten 
and a half per cent, the excife upon the material, as wdl as 
an allowance foi wafte, be fuperadded, the manufa^urer of 
Ireland will pin by rite change of fttuatihn, though the 
imuggler pofSoi^ may. Even tte great .Irifh llaple m linen 
remains as it did, and owes no new fecurity to thefe propo¬ 
rtions; as under the idea hf countervailing the Irifh bounty 
on flax feed, it is liable to a duty ifttsur future difcretion. 
The noble Lord fliid, in anfwer to all thefe obje^otis, 
he expeded to be told. Why are we to forefee difficulties 
for the Iriih nation and Parliament, which they may not feel 
to exift f In one point he certainly concurred, that if upon a 
full and deliberate cooflder^ion, this total change of fyftem 
appeared to be fraught with no mifdtievous eonfeqoMces, 
undoubtedly he muft defer to their fugeiior judgment: but 
the difference of fltuation is tins, they are to decide on the 
propriety of accepting or reje^ltng the offer when made; we 
are to judee on the wifdom of making It; ai^ notfamg (the 
noble Lera faid) can juftlfy that in hit opinion, hut a fore¬ 
knowledge that it will be accepted, ime Minifters have 
any fuch grounds of expedbition, they ought to be ftated, 
and fpecttlation muft give way to tlmory: but he fotewamed 
Mmifters, as the ihoft important point of therr duty'on 
which the prefervation of Hrery Bnttfh intereft depended,'to 
beware of 'meafures whtdi may lead tl^ Parliatnent rtf’ that 
kingdom into p conteft with the People. 
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The noble Lord fajd, there was an eafy and firople ciethcA 
of avoiding this embarrafliijent, by difclairning all idea of 
compulfion upon the iegiflature of lielind, m any of the caies 
which he li.id defenbed 1thought the Btitifh Parhatnent 
ihould he iatisfied with ellabl’lhing the principle, that uni- 
tormitv in the laws of tr.iue ought to prevail bet n the two 
kingdoms, which refoliition, being exitily fi' << to meet 
the decHrtion made I’/the liilli Fiiliament, in tlie preamble"* 
to Mr. Yelverton’s ai f, \\o' IJ efiL^lutiiv bind the faith of 
both kingdoms to the purpofr m tjueihon, without railing 
jealouly or fufpicio'i And he futher added, that the rtlolu- 
tion was very inaccnntLly woided, thit it point«"d out no 
precife time within which legulations of the Pi tilh Parlia¬ 
ment are to be adopted by Irtlaiid, and that conltqaentlv it 
might ptoduce mucli ill blocd, and give occafion to one king¬ 
dom to chn';t the other with breech of tuth, it the execution 
of any ot ^Ivdc leguhtions w'a«^ d*tened liy one Pailia- 
ment oc\ond the pniod v hich thf other miolit think fuftici- 
ent; anJ to obviite al' the'e, objcdions, he taid, he lliould 
move to Isivf* out all the woid^ ^1 om “ Great Kritain and Ire- 

land,” in which c de the refolution would bandy tlate, “ That 
‘ it IS lu^lily nnnortint to the geiif t *1 intereft of the Britifh 
“ empire, tliSV tir laws ^01 rignlating trade and navigation, 

“ fhould be the lime in Great iJntain and Ireland,” 

The quellion wis put on his Loidfliip’^ araendineiit, and 
rcgitivtd 

Air. Ec’cn moved to mfert a provifion for extending the Eden, 
propofed adoption by Ireland of certain laws to be originated 
in Grcit Biitain, to Englifli acts of Parliament “ concern- 

ing l^amen ” 1 hat inch an advantage, if attainable, was of 
great importance, could not be denied , and fuiely, if Ireland 
ihould be ddpofed to recognize a power m Great Britain to 
perpetuate nearly the whole of the Irifh additional duties, and 
to extend them to ^x^y amount, and to make for ever new rc- 
gulitions for the management of the Irifh trade, fhe would not 
hefitate to add to fuch acknowledgement a farther conceilton 
of evident importance to the naval ftrength of the empire. It 
was a moft Anking obje£l.on to the propofed arrangement, 
that It tended to transfer our fhips and feamen to Ireland, 
without fecuripg then afllAance in all future wars • and no 
mpafure was taken to fix and rivet the connexion of the two 
inngdoms, at the time when we were poflfibly making it the 
eventual intereft of Ireland to be unwilling to engage in the 
nfques and troubles of our unavoidable wars. God forbid 
that fuch a circumftance fhonld ever ta'ke place, but under 
Vpl. XVlir. 3 L the 
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the prcfent propofitiops, the prevention of it was fubmiitcj 
blindly to the interference of Providence, A few yeais ago, 
Ireland had called louldly on Great Britain, to Biare with 
her “ one conftitution, one commerce, and one fate ” The 
one conRitution had been given, and he lioped tliat there ex- 
ifted no where a latent wi£h to impair it. The one com¬ 
merce was now propofed, though certainly in a moft cjueflion- 
able lliape. And laftly, it remained to lecure one fate to the 
two countries this, indeed, was a gieat woik, and he mull 
add, with the mod lerious concern, that the prefent propo- 
fitions tended to place the completion of it at a moll hopelels 
diltance. 

Mr Cour- Ml Courtenay refe and faid, he hoped the Houfc would 
excule him for claiming tlieir attention for a Riort time, to 
offer Ins fentiments again on a propohtion, that appeared io 
import int and interelling to him If he was not millaken, 
this propofilion, and the fulilequtnt nc, aiintd an inluiions 
and uiigenfrous attack on the conhitution of Ireland It 
would be fnd, tint tins did not itftdl the mdt.,v nJence ot 
Tieland, becaufe no laws or regulations can be patn.d witliout 
thefirilion of the liKh Parlianie.it he fhould admit, thit 
this did not nkc aw ly ihcir independence “iQisf not 

TTi'Jcfo (Sf f ima\ b'lt itt us lee vvhctiier it did not do lo fub- 
flantially and m elfLifl Do not you require lieland hence¬ 
forward, to adopt every regulation whitloevcr winch any 
future Parbament, under the conduifl of any future MmilL r, 
may think proper? 'I his ceitainly docs not totally defliov the 
Iiifli Icgillature, but it precludes /'by tbe very condition of the 
cornpafl) the inherent right of delilv ration and rejeflion, 
which contains the fuhftance, fpirit, and eflaitnl principle of , 
a fice Pailiament Suppofe a fimihr propofition was otlored 
by Ireland, and furely, theie was no great abfurdity or .in- 
prohability 111 fuch a fuppofition, both legiflatore*-, Iiifli 
and Englifli were allowed to he equally independfiit, might 
not, therefore (on the principle of reciprocity) the Irilh Par¬ 
liament agree to pafs thefe two exceptionable propofition*', 
on the exprefs condition,*that in certain flipulated cafes, the 
EiigliOi Parliament would Lkcwife agree to pafs certain laws 
and regulations, originally propofed and enafled in the Infh 
Parliament ? How would fuch a propofal be received m that 
Houfp? Would it not he received with indignation, and 
treated with contempt ? He caMcd on the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to anfwer the queflion candidly and explicitly. 
He doubted whether that right honourable gentleman would 
even dare to offer fuch a propofition to the Houfe, though 
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tliey had fepn frequent inftances of his confidence and auda¬ 
city, both in a minority and majority. What reafon was 
theie then to fuppofe, that an Ir.fli Houfe of Commons would 
lubmit to fuch a degradation of their dignity, fuch a fhameful 
derehflion of their independence I Partnl as that Houfe was to 
the Minider of the day, he doubted whether there was a man 
in It who would ventuie to fupport the right honourable 
gentleman on luch a queftion if there was a fingle man 
hardy enough to do fo, Jet him rife at this moment, and avo# 
his Icntiments he was glad theie wis none; for it gave him 
a happy piefige of the fentiments of the IiiHi Houfe ofCom- 
mons, on a iiinilar propolition, a happy piefage of that 
manly pride and chna^lenllic fpint which had ever dif- 
tinguiflied them 

The fifth propofition, Mi. Courtenay aflerted, was equal¬ 
ly mfidious and injurious ; under its fpecious pretext of re¬ 
gulating duties, It liad a diredl tendency to fubje£t Ireland to 
a new lyfiem of taxation, at the difcretion of an Englifli 
Paihament, As all goods and commodities of the growth, 
pioduce, ami inanufaiilure of Bntijfli or foreign colonies m 
America or the Well Indies, See, were lubjc6l to tlie fame 
duties and regulations, as the fime goods are, and from time 
to time fiiall be fubjedl to, upon importation into Great Bii- 
tain How will this aiFe< 5 t Ireland ? Let us ftate the cafe im¬ 
partially between the twocountiies, the one extremely opu 
lent, the other extremely poor. By vefting the uncontrolled 
power 1.1 the rich, of impoling duties to any amount, you 
fuhjedl: the poor one wholly to her difcretion, and make it 
in many cafes (lot mftance, in the importation of raw manu- 
iadlunng materials) for the real intereft of the rich country 
to lay fuch heavy duties, as may almofl amount to a prob»« 
bition, and thereby preveht any nvalflaip in trade, that a 
free participation of all commercial advantages is fpecioufly 
held out to induce the poor country (lieland) to accept of 
fuch delufive projJbfitions. 

Is this condudi likely to promote that harmony and con¬ 
cord between England and Ireland, which have been fo often 
expatiated on, with all the pomp of vam declamation, as the 
grand principle of this political union ? Still it mufi. be ac- 
knowledgf'cl that there are new propofitions introduced by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer among his modificitions 
and regulations, and not even hinted at originally by Mr. 
Orde to tlie liifli Houfe. Probably, indeed (if one might 
hazard a conjecture, from their obvious drift and tendency) 
they were fuggefted to the tight honourable gentleman by his 

3 L 2 worthy 
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■worthy guardian and coadjutor (Mr. Jenlunfon) who fat at 
his right hand, and was defervedly high in his confidance and 
favour. He certainly thought it for the benefit of both coun¬ 
tries that Ireland fiiould give up, not eo nomine^ but fubftan- 
tially and effeiSlually, the independence of her iegiflatuie: 
and this is probably onlv part of his great fyftem ; he is only 
now feeling his way, and as the bufinefs of next jeir will 
probably be a commercial treaty with Ameiica, he flat¬ 
ters himfclf fhe may be induced, by the eximple of Ireland, 
to make a voluntary furrender of htr independence, and per¬ 
haps fubmit in fome inftances to external taxation . lo that 
what he has loft by a lyftem of violence, mai be lecovered 
by a profound fyftem or political wifdom, and liiperior adroit- 
nefs in negociation, and England may again flounfli at the 
head of a great empire, and eftabhfh and m .mtani her ic- 
knowledged fuperiority over Am<“nra, Ireland, and all lier 
other fubordinate appendages. IJut be this as it nnv, this 
plan muft be produiftive of great diffatisfaflion and jt ilouly, 
for oblerve the couife and o)'\ > r‘ things ; licland flilt ob¬ 
tained fcveral con.mercial privileg'^'s from England , ihe law 
clearly that the continuance of thole commercial advantages 
muft ftill be precanoi s, till fhe had obtained an I'ldependent 
legillature to guard and protect ihofe commercial privileges 
Jlut the Old r of things is now reverfed, and the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman attempts to feduce Ireland tv> give up her 
power of legiftatuie in commercial points, and r‘fh is her the 
Englifh market by wa\ of a commutation, for the furrender 
of her conftitution. Such delufive and chimerical advantages 
Will hardly impote on the clear-difceining fpuit of fhe ]>eo[)le 
of Ireland, elpecially as the original eleven propfy'itions of¬ 
fered by Mr Orde are totally clianged rn fubftance and 
fpirit by the Chancellor of the Exchequer; and lieland, 
inftead of the golden commercial helmet, tendered wuh all 
the pomp of C^iixotifm by Mr Orde, muft now accept of 
the barber’s baton, prefented to her by the riglit honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr. Courtenay oblerved, that another right honouiahle 
gentleman (Mr Dundas) haxl inadvertently, in a iorrnci de¬ 
bate, been too explicit, and difcovercd too raocib of the infi- 
dious fyftem, now fo ardently purfued by the prelcnt Admi- 
niftralion. He load camlidly acknowledged, that tlie moi'o- 
poly of the Eaft and Weft Indies was more than an equiva¬ 
lent for all the commercial advantages ofFtied Ireland, by 
opening the Englifti markets. That was undoubtedly true; 
for at the expiration of the prefeat chaiter of the £aft-lndia 

Com- 
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Company, Ireland was cerlamly intitled to a free participa¬ 
tion of that C;s.t( iihve anil valuahle btaiitii ol co.iimeice ; but 
now England was in a manner obliged to ccmtiiiue that inju¬ 
rious monopoly, because Irch'id was only bound to purebais 
all Eaft India goods thiough England* duimg the exiftence 
of fuch an exclulTvc monopoly, confequenlly an EngliihMi- 
nifter was now furni/hed with a plaufible apoiogy to urge to 
the people of England, foi renewing that monopoly, however 
detrimental to the public inteieft, lot he might plauilhly al¬ 
ledge, that L eland was no longer bound, except during the 
continuance of that injm ions monopoly, and, therefore, it 
was more for the intereft of England to continue it, than to 
pcimit Ireland to trade dire6lly to the Eaft Indies, which 
Ihe would he intitled to do if the tiade was laid open. Such 
were the fubllmtial advantages which Ireland was to refiga 
for ever: if the whole of the piopolitions had been oiiginally 
laid before the Irifli Parliament, and if they had accepted 
them, Mr Couitenay fnd, lie would be the latt man who 
would prelume to differ from tliem on tli n great and impor¬ 
tant fubjedl. They were the heft judges of the relative litua- 
tion of their country, they were the conilitutional guardians 
and protestors of the people, they were men of the nioft en¬ 
lightened and capacious minds, diftinguilhed for abilities, 
public fpirit, and penetration, ftill he hoped, that without 
prefuinption, he might \enture to hazard his opiiiion on the 
probable effeiSts of commercial propofttioiis which had not 
as yet come under then cognizance, and which, in his judge¬ 
ment, were an infringement on then iiee conftitution. Jea- 
loufy and diftatistacftioii had alworys been c'citc i in tluscoun- 
try, reciprocal complaints would probahlv i ike place in both 
countries, fuch were the harmony, concoul, ami union, we 
had too much reafoii to expect. Indeed, the ev i ieiice of the 
maiiufadturers at the bar of the Houle li id proDably nrifen 
from grofs miftakes, of total ignorance of the led htnation 
of Ireland, He was far from tin o«,virg any ungaitious re¬ 
flections on fuch a refpeClable body ot iiiLn, who hid ipoke 
well, and offered fentiments honeftly and hncerely, and had 
adled with the utmoft candour, faiinels, and integrity ; but 
a mon>ent*s conlidtration would convince tiiein that their 
apprehenfions were ablolutely groundltls It had been lepeat- 
edly urged, that Ire^a^nd had no taxes, while the people of 
England were opprefled and loaded ; but whit wiie truly the 
comparative and refpeCtive ftatc of both countnc'. "I he true 
way of computing the burdens of a n ition vvu, to co iipaic 
them from the income of the whole people, partly out of 
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rents, partly out of labour, and partly out of trade, either 
for home confumption or exportation. 

The people of England, as nearly as it could be computed, 
and as it had been computed by the heft writers on political ^ 
arithmetic, are 8,000,000, and their medium expence per head 
lol. which IS the true national income (for men cannot fpend 
more, or have lefs, than they receive ot gain) 8o,ooo,oool. 

The taxes of England, even with all its enotmous debt, are 
not one-fixth of the income of the People. 1 he people of 
Ireland are not quite 2,500,000; their medium expence he had 
by no computation ever yet made above 50s , he faid he 
Ihould (uppofe it 3], 6,250,000! per annum Ireland now 
laifes in taxes near 1,500,000! peai annum, near a fifth of 
her whole income. This common cant about the Irifh taxes, 
arofe from hence, that they have not the fame taxes, nomi¬ 
nally the fame, with thofe of England ‘ but then they have 
fome that are of the fame nature in reality, and others infi¬ 
nitely more grievous, and that operate more heavily and de¬ 
trimentally for mftance, the Irifli quit rent, ciown rents, 
and hearth money, nitiy be confidered as a land tax, which 
undoubtedly they are, and produce about no,ocol. per an¬ 
num ; fo that Ireland pays in reality a land tax equal to above 
as. 6d in Jthe pound, and that confiantly in the time of peace 
and war, befides taxes on its imports. 

It fliould alfo be confidered, that the rents of England are 
full 2i,ooo,OOoI. per annum, and the lents of Ireland are at 
moft but 2,ooo,oool Now confideiing the immenfe diffe¬ 
rence of the Irifh and Englilh exports and imports (which 
Ihould alfo be l.aken into the account) the amazing capitals 
of England, her fkill, experience, and long habits of induftry, 
is It to be imagined, after fubjedting herfelf again to the con¬ 
trol of the Bntifli legiflature, reftriiStmg herfelf to the mo¬ 
nopoly of the Eaft and Weft Indies, allowing her foreign 
trade to be cramped, and thus refigfiing the inoft folid and 
iobft.intial advantages, is it to be prefumed, that fhe will be 
able to rival and underfel the Englifli manuf.uflurer ? The 
advantages fallacioufly held out, flie will find to be delufive 
and chimerical, and lie again lepeated, fhe would find her 
fclf difappointed; fhe would confider thefe amended propo- 
fltions as injurious and infidious as a mockery on the mei- 
chants, a reftriiSlion of her free trade, an intuit on her manu- 
fafturers, an infringement on her conftitutioii, a degradation 
of her legiflature, and a humiliation of a fpirited and generous 
people, who merited better treatment from the Minifter of 
the Cl own, and the Parliament of England, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Jolhffe faid,'he had conceived the moft dreadful ap*Mr. JolBflfe 
prehenfions of the propofitions now before the Houfe, he 
thought they were liable to produce every evil confequence, 
and that no benefit could poffibly arile from them to this 
country they yielded to Ireland a competition with the £«- 
ghfii tnanufadlurer, even at our markets, and tended to en<* 
rich tint country by the impovcnlhmtnt of this. But in 
this (the 4th) propolition, he faw indeed an attempt at what 
he thought a relumption ot what was timidly, unwilely, and 
rafiily yielded by his friends The legiflation for the empire 
at laige had been, contrary not only to prudence, butte 
common Itnfe, given out of the power of the Englifh Parlia¬ 
ment. Whnt could be fo abfurd, or fuch a contradiflion in 
term*, as to talk, of an empire without the power of external 
legiflation for tlie whole of that empire? How were the im- 
poirant toncerns of the whole to be directed but by one Par- 
inrn“nt, ind who could inuiiiine that that Parlnment fhould 
be anv othei than tia Parliament of that countiy where the 
executive power lehded, and Ahur^ tlie feat of empire was ad¬ 
mitted to hi ? In th.s therefore, he approved of this propofi- 
tion; and fio.n thio, he hoped the right honourable gentle¬ 
man would never depart it was leflonng to this country a 
moftiinpoit int ohjedi, vvithout which, our connedfion with 
Ireland was not only of no value, but was a weight, an ex- 
pf nee, and an incumbnnce. To reclaim that to which Ire¬ 
land never liad a tight, and which muft be injurious to her, 
as well as to England, was boldly to efFedl a l^enefit to both 
countries, and in that the Minifter had his concurrence, 
though not in any other refpeft. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe as the queftion was going to be put, and Mr. 
faid, that .IS the pti fevering filence of Minifters made it * 

poflible for him 10 guels whether they meant to admit the 
amendment or not, and as they had puifued the f 4 mc conduiSb 
’in rejedfing the amemhnent moved by the noble Lord near 
him, which he hid !he honour of feconding, he would take 
that opportunity of Ij'eiking to the refolution generally as it 
had been framed, and defended by the Minifter, before it 
fliould become ftill more objeftionable, by extending the 
powers It was to lodge in Great Britain over the lifter king¬ 
dom. This, at h ift, Mr. Sheridan faid, was a queftton on 
which gentlemen were no longer to hear the defires and wiihes 
of Ireland urged as arguments for their concurrence, it was ^ 
a matter wholly and entirely new it was io far from being 
any part of the oftlr made by Ireland, that it had not even been 

hinted 
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hmt^^ at or alluded to in the Irilh Paiiiani'^tit, it never bad 
been once glanced at by Mi Orde; it formed no part of the 
confideration recommended to the itte ition of the Parlia¬ 
ments of both kingdoms m Hi«; Maieiiv’b J^racioiis fpeech 
from the throne : it was not to be found 11 the qi ^ d ons le- 
£srred to the invcftigalion of the Commd'-te of i 11 y Coun- 
cd; and the right horourahlf' gcntleiTiin hni'ieif (iVJr. Pitt) 
in Opening ihis buhnefs to the Bntifli 1 ; im ur, had not ut¬ 
tered one word that tended to ihew that tins propofition 
was cflential to the fettlement piopoftd between the two 
kingdoms. The queftion tljen vvas, whether the new pro- 
jpofitjon now in debate contained muter fit to be piopoled 
from the Parliament of this country to tiic railiament of Ire¬ 
land? In his confcience, Ive tiiouglu it did not *t was4»inju- 
Tions to make the offer, and it w.\s follv to beheve it could 
be accepted ; it was not enough to fay, that the Parliament 
of Ireland ought not or dared not ague to u they had 
not the powers to accede to it, it would be a conceflion 
beyond tlie limits of their tiuft, they ^.*o\l!d betray the 
confidence reppfed in them, and tlie InTa nation would fpuiii 
ax the bondage which their degenerate p preteiitatugs had no 
authority to engage they fhoeld lubmit to. 

Much had been argued on a former day lehtive to the ex¬ 
tent and fpiritof this propofitK'ii. 1 h6 event and condufion 
of all thofe arguments from both fides of the Houle war¬ 
ranted him now in aflertmg, that this leiulution went, in the 
fulleft extent, to a complete refmnption of the righi of exter¬ 
nal legiflatiQn, fo lately exercifed, but fpfoltmnlv renounced 
by Great Biitain over lieland. It was uniict(.fr.uy to repeat 
thofe aiguments; no perfon would again attempt to main¬ 
tain, that this was a meafuie of experiment, or that it was 
m the power of Ireland, to poficfs hei fell of tlu- greateft pre- 
fetit benefits from this country, which fo many gentlemen 
contended flie would immediately obtain, ns a transfer of brU 
tirti capital, and the eftabhfliment of Britifh in mufai^jes ; 
and then, by refufing to place upon her flatute booldjffome 
aft of this leg'flaturp wbiclj flie was hound to have adopted, 
void and annul the whole of this fettlement, and revert un- 
niolefted to her prefent fituation. A full explanation had been 
given on this fiibjeft ; the conclufmns from which went dif- 
to this, that the prelent lettlement was final and per¬ 
petual. 1 hat the contnftmg parties in this raomeyitous bu- 
ilnefs being prclumed to aft with perfeft forclight of the 
confequepce of their 111 evoc.ih]e engagements, neither party 
^oakl depart from any article lliouiatcd, without bieach of 
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faith. * Sadli an itifrai^ion in the ftronger pdwer jorottl^ be an 
a£l of defpotifm and oppreihon, and would ju^iff the ntmoft 
extent of refiftance in the weaker • it would be a dire£l af»- 
tempt to difengage herfelf from all connei^ion with, orrela*- 
tion to the empire, and would authorife the vigour of coer<* 
cion This was the footing upon which the tw'o countnet 
muft in future be underflood to be united: upon this view. 
It would ha an impofition on common fenfe to pretend, thaC 
Ireland could in future have the exercife of free will or difcr»k 
tion Upon any of thofe fubjedsf of legiflation on which Ihe 
now flipulated to follow the edi£ls of Great Britain , and it 
was a miferable fopluflry to contend, that her being permu¬ 
ted the ceremony of placing thofe laws upon her own flatute 
book, as the form of promulgating them, was an argumentf 
that It was not the Britifh but the irifh flatute which bound 
the people of Ireland F«r his part, if he were a Member of 
the Irifli Parliament, he fliould prefer the meafure of enaff- 
ing by one deciiive vote, that all Britifli laws, to the pur- 
poies flipulated, fhould have immediate operation in Ireland 
as 111 Great Britain, chuling rather to avoid the mockery of 
enadling without deliberation, and deciding where they had 
no power to diflent where fetters were to be worn, it was a 
wretched ambition to contend for the diftim^ion of faflening> 
our own iliackles. 

If this was a fair conftruflion of the purport and neceffary 
confequences of the refolution, was it a flight and trifling 
coiiflderation, when we refleifled on the foiemn and deciBvo 
manner m which the faith of the two countries had been 
engaged on this fuhjedl ? Whether Great Britain fhould m- 
fidioufly, by furprife, and collaterally, as it were, mak* a 
prooqfal, which would argue in her a repentance of the 
b(^ty, or rather^of the juftice, which flie had done to Ire* 
laffd, apd which, if not accepted, would necefiarrly deflroy 
for ever all conBdence in that couqf ry towards Great Britain^ 
on thofe great con'ftituttonal queflions which ihe had fhewa 
were fo near to 1^ breafl, and fo valued above all other ad¬ 
vantages fhe hadr^ther claimed or acquired ? It had I)een fq- 
lemnly flipulatea between the two kingdoms, that The 

right claimed by Iteland, to be bound \n all cafes what- 
“ ever, only by laws made by the King, IxJrds, and Com- 
** mons, of Ireland, fhould never more he queftionedr.OP 
«* queflionable.” This refolution did not queftion that right. 
No, certainly it did not it only offered to bargain ff>r it; 
and propofed conditions on whiqh the right was to be rehn- 
Vb 4 ., 5 CVIIL 3 M qwfhttd 
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quifked for ever by Ir&land. But who are the parties negoti¬ 
ating, and under what circumftances is the treaty carried on ? 
A final commercial arrangement is declared to be necelTary to 
the future good underftanding between the two countries and 
by this final arrangement, it is declared by Britain, to be an 
indifpenfable condition, that Ireland Ihould give up all legilla- 
tive authority in matters of trade and navigation , and this 
condition is not fairly putforwaid in the outlet of the treaty, 
but Ireland is treacheroufly encouraged to demand a benefit, 
and then a price is exacted greater than any favour Britain 
can bellow; while by the mannei of ftating it, Ireland is at 
the fame time given to underftand, that there can never be 
peace or cordiality between the two countries till Ihe acqm- 
efees m the facrihce. 

When a ftrong power, confcious of its fnpenonty, treats 
with a weaker one upon fuch terms, it may not quellion, in¬ 
deed, the right to the pofleflion wiflied for, but it does more. 
It hints a menace on the confequence of withholding it, the 
letter of the compaft is not infiinged, but tlie fpirit of it is 
violated. Here, Mr. Sheridan faid, he would not enter into 
a difcufiion, whether it was not rteafonable in any admini- 
firation, at any time, to entertain an apprehenfion, that great 
difficulties might arife in the government of two countries, 
each polTeffiing an independent legillature, efpecially in mat¬ 
ters of compiercc and navigation. To argue theoretically on 
fuch a fituation, undoubtedly many apprehenfions might be 
juftifiable ; but what had been the event f It had not proved 
them to be well founded , but whatever fears were entertained 
on the fubje£l, this he was fure of, that the only mode of trea¬ 
ting with Ireland, in a point of fuch magniiude, washy fair, 
explicit, and ingenuous plain dealing. If the Britifli Govern¬ 
ment really thought it eilential to the future good underftand- 
mg, and to the common mterefts of the two k ingdomb, that the 
power of legiflatmg to particular obie£ls^ ftiould he lodged in 
one kingdom, only for the common benefit of both, and of 
confequence m that kingdom which was the head of the 
empire, it fhould have been diftinflly fo jflated in the firft 
overture made to the Irifh Parliament, as the bafis of a per¬ 
manent agreement. If, then, upon due deliberation, and full 
communication with their conftituents and with the country 
iit large, the Parliament of that kingdom had thought it advife- 
able, and had been authonfed to treat for the furrender of 
tb^fe rights which they had fo lately deemed the only fafe- 
guard either of their commerce or their conftitution, and 
which they gloried fb much to have obtained by their own 

virtuoui 
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virtuous and fpinted exertions, then, undoulyte<il3r» whatever 
he might have thought of their prudence, he ihould not have 
held himfelf at liberty to make the fame comments on the 
proceeding. Indead of this, all had been deluhon, trick, and 
fallacy, a new fciieme of commercial arrangement is pro- 
pofed to the In/h as a boon, and the furrender of their con- 
ilitution is tacked to it as a mercantile regulation, Ireland, 
newly efcaped from harfh trammels and fevere difcipline, is 
treated hkc a high-mettled horfe, haid to catch, and the Irilh 
Secretary, is to leturn to the held, foothing and coaxing him, 
with a fieve of provender in one hand, hut with a bridle in the 
other, ready to Hip over his head while he is fnufiEing at the 
food. But this political jockey Blip, he was convinced, would 
not fuccced, Ireland would Ipurn at any offer to which fuch 
a condition was to be annexed , Bie would now plainly fee, 
that this alarming condition, now indeed declared to be the 
eflence and vital principle of the whole fettlement, though 
introduced as an after-thought, as it were, and as a conie- 
quence of the tenor of the requiBtions made by Ireland, was, 
no doubt, the BiB original objedf, and contained the feed and 
fouice of the whole buBiiefs. He was the*more confirmed 
in this opinion, from recollefling many paiTages in the right 
honourable mover’s fpeeches fince he fiiB opened this matter; 
although It was not then thought prudent, even to hint, that 
fuch a flipulation fhould be part of the treaty, he conflantly 
made it a topic of accufation againfl his right honourable 
friend (Mr, Fox) that he had permitted Ireland to afiert the 
freedom of her conflituCion unconditionally, and without 
referving to Great Britain a neceflary control over her trade 
and navigation. 

Here Mr Sheridan went into a full defence of the condudb 
of his right honourable friend on that occafion, he leminded 
the Houfe of the ciropmBances of the times , the fituation in 
which Ireland then flood, and maintained, that the declara¬ 
tory flatute which Ineland demanded to be repealed, was more 
difgraceful to the Journals of that Houfe, and more a libel 
on the principles of this country, than injurious to the peo¬ 
ple whom It infu'ted but was there a man in that houfe 
who would Band up and fay, that conditions ought to have 
been made with Ireland annexed to this concelfion, if a con- 
cefilon It might be called ? Was there a man who Bated this 
to be bis opinion at the time? If the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, who fo frequently repeats this charge, has to plead in hts 
excufe, that he was not then poBeBed of all that political fore- 
fight, and confummate fagacity, which three years experience 
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hstA hjin, flow c^e it that hi* new ally, the right ho- 
nourahle gent^tnan by his fi^e (Mr Jenkinion) whofe pru¬ 
dence and abilities were certainly not immature at that time, 
lb far deferted his duty, as never to proteft, while the meafure 
was in Its progrefs, againft the indifcretion and raflinefs of a 
Miiililer, whom he had no reafon to favour, noi once to wain 
him, that he was inconliderately placing the two countries in 
a htuation in which it was impoflible for them to Aand, and 
inducing Parliament to relinquish a right, which it would be 
ipdifpenlably neceflary, on the firli ooportumry, to refume ; 
fortunately for the peace and future union of the two king¬ 
doms, no fuch miferable and narrow policy enieied into the 
mind of his right honourable friend , he dildamed the injuf- 
tice of bargaining with Ireland on fuch a fubitdf, nor would 
Ireland have liflened to him if he had attempied it. She had 
not applied to purchafe a conflitiuion, and it a tribute or con¬ 
tribution had been demanded in return for whnt was then 
granted, thofe patriotic fpiiits who were at that time leading 
the oppre^d people of th it inlulted country to the attainment 
of their juft rights, would have pointed lo other modes of ac¬ 
quiring them, would have called to them in the wouls of Ca- 
iDillus, arma aptare aique jtri o non auro patriam et lihertaten 
recuperate. 

But if he had been furpriietl at this foit of hngungc 
CQming from thofe gentlemen, he had been much more aflo- 
niftied at another tight honouiahle gentleman’s tiediration, 
(Mr. Grenville) that when he had been in an official fituation 
in Ireland, he had wifhetl for, and meditated a letilemtnt be¬ 
tween the two countries, upon the principle of the piefcnt 
propoftd fyftem Had the right honourable gentleman forgot 
thefecond Itgiflative a<^ pafled b*y tins Parliament, in acknow 
ment of the conftitutional rights of Ireland ? Had he lorgot 
that that aft was a meafuie of his Adtpintftration ? And did lie 
remember the folemn pledge, there given, lo remove for ever 
all doubt, that any power, byt the Kin^, Lords, and Com¬ 
mons, of Ireland, ihould diftate, in a Icgiilative capacity, to 
that country ? The right honourable gentleman had ftated,» 
that this aft had become abfolutely neccllary, for that Ireland, 
almoft to a man, bad conceived that the fimple repeal of the 
6th of George the Firft had not reftored to them the fecyrity 
of their conftitution, which yet remained to*be acquired 
If this was the cafe, and a bSrgam were neceflliry, then was 
the time for the right honourable gentleman to have propofed 
hi* conditions, and not to have permitted: thofe for whom he 
fbtuned tbis new acknowledgement, to have nonceivdl bip 
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to have been champion for a more foiCiDtl 

nunciation of the legiflative claims of Great 

land, if he had in his mind a referve, that a fettlemeat iWtta 

even then neceiTary, which fhould re>ain:rt thofe claims, and 

degrade Ireland to her former ftare of (ervile dependence. 

With regard to the (late of Ireland, it was ridiculous to 
aigue, that any citcumflance!^ had ftnee occurred tojuftify of 
call for the pieient airangeiment It had been attempted to 
be proved in the Report of the Committee of Pnvy Council, 
that Ireland had begun to Ihew a holiile difpofition towards 
Great Britain, and that /he had palled two or three adls, im- 
poUng duties on iome ni tides ot Britilh export It was idle 
to reafon from fuch tnvial ciicumftances. One or two of 
thefe ads, it was known, had palled the liilh Parliament ra¬ 
ther by ftcalth, and thiongh inadvertency No mateiial prin¬ 
ciple, upon which the two countries weie to remain conned- 
ed, had been violated , and when we confider the perpetuOt* 
/hifting of the Goveinment and lyllem in Iieland, that every 
three months wafted over a new Lord Lieutenant, the only- 
wonder was, that thole princi[)lcs bad been lo fteadily adhered to. 
The clamour and riots of Dublin had alio been reforted to as 
pretences tor this airangement , this fort of argument had 
been fufficieinly lepiobated by a right honourable friend of 
his (Mr. Buike) on a former day, but if clamour was to be 
attended to, let the meaning of it, where there was any, be 
prefeired to the nolle Had the Irifh clamoured for the pre- 
Icnt lettlcment, or for .iny one article contained in it ? Had 
they been loud in demanding accels to the Bricilli market, m 
preference to piotedtiiig duties ? Had they requellcd to be tied 
for eser to the BritiHi monopoly in the Well Indies, and to 
have the prire of the commodities of thole colonics increaled 
upon them ? Had they complained, that fortune had oBered 
the trade of the United States of Ameiica to them without 
condition or relliamt ? Had they vehemently expreBed their 
apprehenlions, that she rich commerce of the Laft would 
fpeedily be open to tliem, if effedtual meafures were not taken 
to prevent it ^ Had they regretted, that they were burdened 
with a furplus of the hereditary revenue ? Had they called 
out, that they were tired of their legiBative independence, and 
entreated to be relieved fiom it?—But the fallacy of Rating 
fuch fiimfy ground as the fuppofed cry of the populace, as the 
real origin, and fpur of this important arrange ment, was too 
obvious to be commented on, T he true fprin ^ and incentive to 
this artful and complicated buBners evidently lurked m this 
|barth pernipious relolution, the tendency of which was of a 

, piece 
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|pi«9e With tH^ir whole fyllein of government in Ir'eland, 
wkh the arhitfiiry and illegal proceedings of their agents m the 
Im^ners of attachments, with thetr attacks on the liberty oi: 
the prefs ; meafurcs arguing a mmd hoilile to the true princi¬ 
ples of conditutional freedom, and juftifyinr us in preluraing 
that firnilar fteps would be purfued in this country, if they 
could be praftiled with equal impunity. 

Mr. Sheridan now adverted to whut th® noble Lord in the 
hluenbbind (Lord North) Had faid, was his conception of the 
Ijpirit of the propofition then m debate. "1 be noble Lord had 
very faiily ftated, ilnf it was unquefliombly a propptil on the 
pirt of the Britifli Paiinment, thit Ireland fhould, upon cei- 
tain conditions, lunender her now-acknowledged right of ex¬ 
ternal Irgif] ition, and return, as to that point, to the iituation 
from which £he hid emincipitcd herlelf in 1782. The noble 
Lord had alfo added, that though he might not approve of the 
minner and circumllances under which this o£ter was made, 
yet he fincerely hojud, that Ireland would forget both, and 
peiceive her intere/t m acceding to the propofal. The noble 
Loid was right in faying, that Irelind muil forget before ihc 
could confciit; but fhe had more to forget than the infidious 
and unfair manner in which this propolil come to her, ilie 
muff foiget, that Great Britain ever had the power now re¬ 
quired to be conceded to her, fhe muft forget the ufe Great 
Britain made of it while flie poflelled it. And by what argu¬ 
ments IS Ireland to be induced to relinquilli this right ^ Can it 
be Bated to her, that flie has ever once exercifed it to the in¬ 
jury of this country ? No, but w^e are told, thit it is poffible 
that Bie miy do fo, and is it not equally poflible that Great 
Biitaui may ahufe the truB, and employ this power to the op- 
preihon of Ireland ? It is argued, tliat the malice of party, the 
interefled views of naeicantile ipeculation, or the folly of nar¬ 
row politicians, ma/, at fome time or othei, lead Ireland, even 
at the ex pence of her own intereB, to meafures which might 
embariafs the trade and navigation of the empire And has 
lieland nothing to apprehend frem party, ftom mercantile 
aval ice, or fiom blind and narrow policy? If it is urged that 
J ngl-ind IS grown too liberal and enlightened tojuBify any 
fuch apprehenfions on tlie part of Ireland, the Chancellor of 
the Lxchequer himfeff contradicts this reafoning, by averting 
that the two bundled thoufand manufacturers, whole petitions 
aie on the table, ate all influenced either by ihe fuggeBions of 
faCIion, or blinded by prejuthce and felfllhners, in tiuth, there 
is not a Angle atgumdit which can be as an inducement 
to Gieat Buitain to attempt to refume th«5 power, which does 

not 
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with thi$di^rence only, that fa£l and etpeHet^ce will icti 
the tefuial of the one, but have aiFarded no pretence tor thi 
ic^iiition fidtn the other. , 

But this poweri if returned to Great Britain, is to be re<* 
turned with this qualification* The laws which Ireland is to 
be bound to adopt and to obey, are, “To enforce the fame 
“ reflraiats, and to confer the fame benefits upon the fubjcfls 
“ of both countries.” Here, then, anfes a queflion which 
will necefiaiily be duly we’ghed and duly confidered by the 
Infb. Is it, or is it not, poflible for Great Britain, under the 
title of “ Laws for the regulation of tiade and navigation, or 
“ for regulating and reftriining the trade of the BiitiOi colo- 
nies and plantations,” to adopt rtftndlions and enforce 
conditions which may imtenally cripple and embarrafs the 
/rade and navigation of Iieland without preportlonably aiFec- 
ting the commerce of Great Britiin. He look upon him 
confidently to nfiert, that this might be done m innumerabie 
particulars. He had Bated, for example fake, ^lome inflances 
upon a former day; he liad Bated, that Great Britain might 
reBrain the trade and navigation between the colonies an 4 
thefe kingdoms to veBels of- confiderable burden, and a pro* 
portionate number of feamen England h'^s large Blips and 
numerous crews, Ireland has neither 1 headvintage of Ire¬ 
land has been fuppofed to be her making '•o^e frequent voy¬ 
ages to the plantations, and for Imaller cat ;ocs. Such a mca- 
fure of legiilation as is alluded to would evidently have a dit- 
feient operation on the commerce of the two countiies. He 
had Bated, ‘that Great Britain refervmg the powii of prefen- 
bing the form of original certificates to be given by the reve¬ 
nue Ojfficers of the colonics, and of requiting them to accom¬ 
pany the importation of every article of colonial produce ini* 
ported from Ireland into GreatnBntain, might, by fimiting 
the time at which they Biould he alipwed, and by various 
other means, entangle and diBrels the Irufh trader, and tlio 
mor^ fo, as the reBraint was not even to be reciprocal He had 
Bated, that Great Britain might mike it a condition, that no < 
Blip ihould clear out a cargo horn the WeB Indies which did 
not take out a Bipulated quantity of fom e p ritilh manufadluTe 
not tp be obtained in Ireland , but it was unncceBary for him 
to multiply or argue upon examples. If ht. was wrangled out 
of one cafe. Bill the principle he went upon was not defeated; 
for he was not to be caljled upon to prove the probability of 
the inBanceshe quoted, or that Great Britain would not in¬ 
jure berfelf were (he to adopt them, I ecaufe the w bole of the 
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was eifentia} to flto iV^da mat neither country llioiild retam 
a power upon any terms to injure the commerce of the other. 
^ But whether it was probable or not that Great Britain 
would in future exercife this right of external legiflation 
over Ireland with jullice and libciality, ftiutting her ears 
to prejudice and lelf-intereft, fltll it muft be admitted, 
that It was claiming a confiderUble facrifice from the filler 
kingdom ; and what weie the advantages held out to her to 
j induce her to make this facrifice ? He wifhed the Houfe to 
view the whole of this matter, and not to confine their at¬ 
tention to the lubjeft of the Britifh market, which had been 
argued upon as it tiKre was nothing el(e to be conceded by 
one fide or acqniud by the other. What was the prefent fi- 
tuation of licl.mil in relpeiSl to all branches of commerce, in¬ 
dependent of her intercoude with this kingdom ^ Here Mr. 
Sheridan went into a moic minute detail than it is neceflary 
for us to puifue, in oidti to fhew the fitualion in which Ire¬ 
land now flood in refpeft to hei trade with our colonies and 
with foreign count! les, and that in which ilie was propofed to 
be placed, fhould the fyflcm of arrangement, at prelent in 
contemplation, be adopted. 

With refpedl to the Well Indies, Ireland was to agree to 
forego every market but that of the Biitifh plantations, to 
give up the cheapell for the dearefl, to lofe the option at pre- 
Jent poflefled, of being fupplied circuitoully through Great 
Britain upon the low duties, if lire found it not to her advan¬ 
tage to apply to the diie£l trade of the whole of her confump- 
tion, to double her preient duties on the aiticle of rum, to un- 
pofe not only equil port duties, upon her exports, but to coun¬ 
tervail every inteinal duty which Great Biituii may impoie 
upon any iimilar article ot her own manufa£lure, fo that if 
Great Britain was to lay a dpty upon the export of her linen 
to thofe colonies, w hich would be of little nijui y to her, Ire¬ 
land mufl do the fame, though the rev^fe would be the con- 
lequence , m fhort, the whole was facrifice and furrender on 
the part of Ireland. As to America, the difference lay m a 
word Inflead 6f a tiade to that whole continent without 
reflri&ion or duty, but what fhe fhould think proper herfelf 
to impofe, fhc was to admit into her ports no articles of fi- 
nnlar growth, produce, or manufadlure, to thofe of the Bri¬ 
tifh colonies, or which were li.ihle to be imported from thence 
as fucli, but upon the terms that Great Britain fhould here¬ 
after diiTlatc. With Africa, fhc was to he placed upon tfie 
fame footing as with the Weft Indies ; and to IndiSi fhe was 

to 





■Prti- 


B M 't 


to abandon all hop^ and profpeft intoxtonm With tbor«» 
counties tK> the end tiiXK^ ar^d immovahie 

boom fhould be placed from the Cape of Good Hope to tfie 
Straits of Magellan. Thus retrained and dependent, her 
profpedls of European commerce were to be proportional)!^ 
diminifhed , thefe facnfices could not be difputed ; and it 


was to be coniidered, that every article propofed to be aban¬ 
doned by Ireland was an advantage to which her title was not 
difputed, an advantage that Ihe held as a right, for which the 
had a claim to compenfation if relinquiHied. 

Thefe, then, being the facriHces which Ireland was to make 
in her profpefls of an extended foreigif commerce, where was 
to be her retnbution ? In what inAance was the advantage in 
- this treaty to be on her fide ? From whence was flic to re¬ 
ceive the boafted compenfation ? The Biitifli market—that 
was to be opened to her. There, and there only, was fheto 
look for an equivalent for the numerous and important facri- 
fices ihe was to make both in commerce and conAitution, 
He defied any man to have the confidence to deny, for a mo¬ 
ment, that in every other tnflance Ireland was not to I)e 
placed in an infinitely worfe fituation than that in which ihe 
now Hands, and in which ihe Hands by fair and acknowledged 
right. But how was this advantage to be given to her ? U|>or, 
what terms was the Britifli market to be opened ? If he was , 
to adopt the language and fentiments of thofe who propofe 
this boon, he ihould anfwer, upon fuch terms as* fliall eifec- 
tually prevent Ireland from ever profiling, m the fmalleft 
degree* by the conceffion. To this point all their argument^ 
have tended ; to this all their evidence had been pointed : fo 


that if we were to give credit to the MiniHer and his fuppor* 
ters, this equitable treaty, this bargain uppn the bafis of reci¬ 
procity, would prove neither more nor lefs than a diret!!: 
fraud, cheat, and robbery, Hnpping Ireland of all the com¬ 
mercial advanti^es ihe had obtained, as well of the confti- 
tution which fecurdd them to her, and giving nothing in re¬ 
turn, but a right to render herfelf odious in this country, by 
an attempt at anvalihip which could not be profitable to her* 
felf, though It might be mifchicvous to Great Brjtain. He 
was not inclined, however, to give credit to the Minifter’s 
reafoning on this fubje£l, and much lefs to the evidence he 
had brought to fupport it, the greater part of which had been 
merely a libel on the charj’dler and habits of the Inih nation, 
nor did he, at the fame time, go with the manufaiElurers of 
this country to the extent of the evils which they apprehend¬ 
ed—many of their arguments were undoubtedly well founded, 
VoL.ivilI. 3N -ana 
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aO (3 the ovitkocc they had |;iven at tbe*bkr mwrited the nioft 
fenous attention : there was one point, however, in which he 
moil conapJetely agreed with them,—m their allertion, that if 
the Iriih trader ihould be enabled to meet the Britiih mer» 
chant and manufa 61 :urei in the Britifh market, the gam of Ire¬ 
land mud be the lofs of England. This was a fadl not to be 
controverted on any principle of common fenfe or reafonable 
argument. The pomp of general declamation and wade of 
fine words, which bad, on (o many occallons, been employed 
to difguife and perplex this plain dinple truth, or ftill more 
tallacioufly to endea\our to prove, that Great Britain would 
^nd her balance in the Infli market, had only tended to fhevr 
the weaknefs and inconfidency of the dodlrine they were 
meant to fuppoct. The troth of the argument was with the 
manufadlureis, and this formed, m Mr. Sheridan’s mind, a 
ground of one of the mod vehement objeaions he had to the 
prefenr plan. Iieland mud not endeavour to rile on the luin 
of thetiadeof Great Britain—Ihe mud not aim to thnvc 
avowedly at the cxpence of the Biitifli manufacltiter, how- 
cVer alluiing the piofpctTt, not judicc and generohty alone, 
but intered and policy, would call upon hei to defid from rh« 
attempt. Poldbly at did ihe might find a profit and an ad¬ 
vantage 111 the conted—but how was a great part of this ad- 
vaiuage to be obtained ?—By means incompatible with the 
tiue fpiMt and principles which led to permanent commeicial 
profpeiitj, by means which had been dated at the bar, to form 
a great part of the apprchenlions of thole who petitiorfed 
agamd thefe piopofitions, by a lax execution of her icvenuc 
law's, by the coirupt countenance of her legiflature to luch** 
comliK% by dealing her own manufadlures into this country, 
by pairing thofeof foreign countries for her own, by obtaining 
aiiansicrof capital, and enticing over artids and workmen 
by falle hopes and ill-founded prolpedls, in diort, by imug- 
gling, by evading, by defiauding, by conniving, by dec<S- 
ving. The profit earned by luch means would, by the 1 } dem 
they tend to introduce, be rumous in the end to the countiy 
which pracSliled them, while tUev would immediately deeply 
injuic the fifttr kingdom if ilie fubmitted to them ; but that 
would not long continue, the confequence would be, that 
even the name of Inihman would become odious and deteda- 
blc to the commercial mteied of Great Britain, and Ireland 
would loon be taught to know, that while ihe was prefling 
by all poflible means her own advantage from this article <5 
the iettlement, die had by other conditions of the treaty fur- 
rendered into ihc hands of Great Britain the power of cup- 
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chamHng her prefumption, and of re^uplng hi^rtP her farmer 
ftate of abjed): dependence^ whenever the intereft, the preju-* 
dices, or the animohty of the trading part of this community 
fhould countenance the meafuret Mr* Sheridan urged this 
in other points of view, and declared, that if he were a per- 
foil of confideration in Ireland, fo far from encouraging the 
people there to ftruggle for the Bntilh marlcet, he iliould 
think It his duty, and what he owed to the interefts of 
h\s countrymen, to call loudly to the whole land to turn 
away their eyes and thoughts fiom that one objedf, to at¬ 
tempt no race or conteft with the Biitilh inanufaiSlurei, to 
wfliun, as the greated evil, the jealouhes, heai't burnings, and 
deftruftive ill will, which would nccelTanly breed on fuch a 
competition, circumftanced fo pecuhaily with refpedl to 
burdens as (jieat Britain was, and biafled by rooted habits of 
thinking uppn this particular point, but to endeavoui to in- 
creafe by fair and gentle means the home confumption of the 
produce of their own indullry, and by fyfletnatic and vigo¬ 
rous entciprife to aim at a fuccefsful intercourfe with every 
foreign port; there, if they met the Britifh merchant, it 
would be a liberal emulation, there he could have no innova¬ 
tion or unfairnefs to complain of, and there, even if fuccefs- 
fully rivalled, he would be confcious that the increafnig 
wealth of Ireland, fiom fuch a fource, might, with tiiilh, 
be ftated to be a fund wherein the general commerce of J'ng- 
land would ■alTuredly find its compenfation. 'llms might 
Ireland be addreffed under her prefent citcumfianccs; but let 
the fettJement now propofedbe once eflabliflied, what would 
be the anfwcr^ Would not the Infli mei chant and manufac¬ 
turer reply,—“ What you adfrife us to is unieafonablt and 
‘‘ prepoilrous;—^we have bound ourfelves for ever to the mo- 
nopolies of Great l^iitain in the Eaft and in the Weft, we le- 
“ ceive the commodities of both at her will, at her puces, and 
at her duties ; we are crippled in our mtcrcourfe with 
America, holding a precarious and reftrained trade with 
“ thofe Sovereign States as if they weie ftill Britilh colonies; 
“ our dreams of being the depot and empoiium foi the fo- 
reign countries of Europe are, of confequence, bccomt 
“ v^^onary and ridiculous; we have violated the principles of 
“ out Conflitution, by giving a perpetual aid to a military 
force at the will of the executive magillrate; we have for 
ever furrendered our right of exteinal legiflation into th«’ 
V hands of the Eiitlih Parliament; fox all ibis the Britifh 
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** market » Oiar thtt/jpeti^tioh; upon are compelled 

** to fallen our minds ; to that Ve mull cling, that we mull 
“ obtain by every poflible exertion of every kind, and if 
Great Britain fulFers by it, thomifchief is of her own leek- 
ing, and the relln(flion$ which force us to this contell is of 
** her own impofing.” Thefe would be the happy fruits of 
a plan, whofe boafted objeifl was to cement the union of the 
two countries, and connedl them by bonds of eternal amity 
' and leciprocal affe^ion' 

After enlarging on this, Mr. Sheridan concluded, with 
prefling to the attention of the Houfe, the propolitions as 
they then Hood, completely changed in fpirit, principle, and 
regulation, and begging them to^ confider them m their tiue- 
light, as new piopofals ffom the Bntilh Parliament, thote' 
made by the Irifh Parliament being m fadl rejedled; and to 
decide, whether they were fuch as human realon could fup- 
pofe the Iiilh Parliament, weighing what they are to re¬ 
nounce, and what they are to acquire, cjuld accejit, if fair 
time was given them to argue and deliberate: or if, by fiu- 
prife and management, they-were hurried thiough that Par- 
, iiament, at a feafon of thin attendance and lelaxed attention, 
whether the moil fatal mifutiderilandings might not be jp- 
'prehtndfed, fioin the country’s afterwards difcovering the 
deluflon which had been pradlifed upon them, and the arts 
and fallacies which had obtained the ii revocable luriender of 
theu: deareft rights. The rcfolutioii m debate, was declared 
to be the eflence of this new fyllcm; negative that, and tlie 
plan fell to the ground ; if il palled that day, a deep wound 
would inilantly be given to tlie confidence of Ireland in 
Great Britain; if adopted rafhly by the Irifh Parliament, 
the decifive blow would be Bruck, and aftlftion and good 
faith between the two countries be banilhed for ever. 

Ht Hon. The right honourable If''. Grenville laid, it was e\- 
^ tremely difagreeable to him to take up the time of the Hoult, 
rwivi e points that were immediately perfonal tohimfelf, but the 

honourable gentleman had io miliepiefented what he had laid 
in a former debate a few days fince, that he could not but 
think the Houfe would expew that he fhould lay fomething 
on the occafion. Mr. Grenville then went into an argu¬ 
ment to prove, that theie was no manner of inconfiftency 
in his fupporting the prefent refolutions, after the liiib of 
CohduiSlhehad held m that Houfe, when a noble rdation 
of his had the honour to be Lord Liautenant of Ireland. 
He faid, the conceifions made to Ireland, previous to his 
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holding the office of Secntary, had bm mUe^fncetvcd In 
that country. When he arrivedi> he fo 4 n<i 7 *^>ea’s minds 
much diYi led; various opinions prevailed, and many doubts 
and jealouftes were enteitamed. In older to ckai up theie 
doubts, and in order to quiet thefe jealoufies, he had come 
over to the Britifli Houie of Commons, to procure a par- 
hamentary explanation of the foiraer proceedings It was 
with that view, and with that \icw only, that he hid adopt¬ 
ed the line of conduct he at that ti^e purfued; and he would 
fubmit It to the candid conlideration of every man who 
heard him, whether there was not an eflential dillmdlioii be¬ 
tween an explanation of pail conceihons, and on obtaiiimeat 
of gi eater conceflicns, and whethei his objciSl being at that 
time merely to obtam an explanation of what had b( eti before 
done, there was any inconliilcucy In his now lupporting a 
fyftein of airangement between the two countries, tint cer¬ 
tainly conceded fomething moie, but tint piomilcd lo hiinly 
to eilabliih the future haringny and happinefs of Cjii it Bii- 
tam and Iieland? Mr. Gientille next took notice of what 
had been fiid, m legard to the fourth rclolutioiA hcirg a le- 
fumptioii of the light of legiflation ovei Ireland, which had 
been fo folemnly renounced the year befoielail; and went 
into a fenes of nice diilmflions upon the lubte6l, dtclaiing, 
that he undeiftood the fourth reloli,Uion to be a recognition 
of the right of Itgiilation’s being inalienably veiled in lie- ^ ‘ 
land, oi he would not have lupport6d it. 

Commodore Bcmyet-, after expi effing his general appro-Commoi. 
bation of the plan under dilcuilioii, laid, that he had no 
doubts on his mind, except of a jyrofeffional nature, which 
he was under a neceffity of requeftmg the 1 ight honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to reconcile, befote he could think 
himfelf juftifiablc in giving his negative to the amendment. 

He faid, that there could be nothing more detrimental to 
the naval feivice, than to furnilh the feamen m time of war 
with the means of avoiding the King’s fa vice, and even of 
being imprefltd ; which muft neceflanly be the cafe, if the 
pierogative of the Ciown m that inilance was not to be m 
equal force in Ireland, as in England. He pointed out the 
temptation it would be to peilons of that defcription to fly 
to Ireland on the commencement of a war, and there to feck 
for employment in the merchant fhips, where they would 
have better pay, and lels rellraint than m the navy, by which 
means our fleets would remain unmanned. He alfo ex- 
prei^ fome appuheuiions, kil the arrangement might make 
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t dangerous aipitrati66ar m the of the Boaid of Ad- 

ciiraity, and thetelbre he wifhed to be infoimed, if that de¬ 
partment was to be .ifFedked, and whethei the iraprefs 
feivice was to be on the fame footing in Ireland as in 
England ? 

Mr Ch'in- Mr, Chancellor Pin p iid a handfome compliment to the 

«eUtti Put honourable gentleman foi the profeflional /eal he had Ihewn, 
and the candoui with which he had ftatcd his doubts. He 
faid, that he fhould be at;*ail times ready to anfwcr queftions 
jof fuch a n iture, and that the prcfent was by no means dif¬ 
ficult to be anfwercd. 1 he Kii^ of Cjteat Britain, he faid, 
was, by the common law, poflefled of certain poweis o\er 
the Bntilh feamen, for the putpoks of public dcfcnct ; the 
common hw ot Iiehiid was fimihr to that of Lngland, and 
theiefoie he mull in Irclind enjoy exaflly ihc fame poueis 
ovei the fcveril claihs of his fubiefls m tint kingdom, as 
his pierog.tive intitlcd him to in tin iindet tht common liw 
of Lngland. \V ith itlpeft to the p^iticular branch of power 
which hid been mention^'d (piciling) thit wis a fubje«5l on 
which gieat dehcac\ h d aluivs been Bins n by Pirlnmcnt, 
nor would he then unnccdlaiily fiy my thing on it futhcr 
than rh's, that whitesti authoiity the King had of that na 
ture in LnoUiid, he hid e\i< 5 lly the fame in Irehnd, and 
tint It was not aire icd or mfiinged on in either bv the pie- 
Jent relolution. With rrgiid to the BouJ or Adminlty, 
he oblerscd that the Adniirilty of 1 nglind w*' the Admi- 
lalty ot lielmd, and of the empire at large; ind that to di¬ 
vide Its jurifdi^ion, would be to weiken ind ilmoft deftrof 
the nas il force of the empire. Nor could theie poflibly be 
two Bonds of Admiralty, becaufe the branch of executise 
admin ftiation, which was undei that depirtment, being of 
a militaiy nature, was one of thofe which, like the light of 
appointing Ambafladors, belonged perfonally to the Ciown, 
without any local reteience to the fituatfcn of its dominions. 
Having thus, he hoped, fatisficd the honourable Commo- 
doie, he laid, he found himfelt undei a necelhty of makii'g 
fenne obftivations on othei matters tint had fallen in the 
dilute, and he hoped the Houle wouUl excufe him in fay-» 
mg i few words on a lub]eft, on which having alieady taken 
np lo much of tlitir time, he would compiefs what he had 
now to offer into is imall a eompils as poffible. It had 
!)c*en his intention to have remained filent, not expeffing any 
thing new to occur on a lubjeiSl which foi a long feries of 
time had undcigone luch frequent and patient debate. How¬ 
ever;^ 
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ever, though xiothiog hftd been broog^ itn I)ha 

cotirfe of Uie preffOt argnment, otcept .wbat tended to 
force ohjedlions that had already been made and anlwerod } 
yet the channel thtough which the prefent oppohtion carne^ 
and the mode m which it had been handiedy was fuch) os 
llrongly demanded lome faithei notice fioin him. When 
he coiilidprcd the language that hiid been held* and the quar* 
ter it came from, when he rededled on tlie dehgns of thoU 
who had pieiented theinielvcs in lo conipif:uous a manner a$ 
the cncniie<> of tlie iclolutioft then before the Houle, and 
fiw with how much aitifice and zeal thole deflgns weie lup- 
ported, and when he weighed the motives, aib well of tholq 
who had bten.filent as of thole who had fpdeen Jo the quef* 
tion, ht could not remain an idle Ipedfitoi, m if tranfaaion 
th It lo e^ntully conceined the inteiefl: of the two kingdoms* 
which compolcd the remaining part of the BntiHi einpiie. 
If a (ham of recent events, and the whole tenor of the, con* 
ducSt that had been adopted by perfons of a certain deiciiptioii 
had not exhauifed and anticipated hj<‘ iurprile at any thing 
that could conic fiom tliem, lie could IcarcHy believe hiz 
fenles, when he bchcki a gentleman (Mr. Sdiendan) whe^ 
tor many weeks had concealed his intentions lo efFe^ually* 
as to leave it a doubt whether he was friendly or hoflile to 
tlie aiiaiigement now depending, (land forth the avowed ene¬ 
my of a part of the lylfem which was nece/Ianly co{ine<Slcd’ 
with the whole, ?nd take up a ground of oppohtion the moft 
dmgerous and mflammatory that could poflibly luggelf itlelfc 
But it was not to be wondered at that the conduft of the 
hoi^ourable gentleman fhould be fo inconiiiloit, when it wae 
icmembered, how mconfiftent all the niealmc? of the party 
of which he was the mouth, were m theuilelvcs, and hovr 
inconfiBent the perfons who compof^ that paity were with 
oiK another. Still the piirfuits of that party, however vari¬ 
ous and however contr^idj^lory, had one uniform tendency. 
Whether they reprobated on this day, wl}at they had ap¬ 
proved on tlie preceding, or whether the> abandon^ a priij- 
nple which they had before admitted; whethei one individual 
differed from or coincided with the reft of hib aflbciateiSj ftiU 
the effeeft of all tlxir efforts, of all their pci feverance, and 
all their tergiverlation was to be the lame— To enibariafs 
and confound the mcafuresof Adminiftiation) to embroil and 
difunite the aftedfions of then ^llow fubje^, to excite 
groundlefs alarms, and op tliofe groundlefs alarms to foment 
the moft dangerous dilcontcnts^ lh» noble Lord m 

t 0 blue 
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hUv' noband, m alTeACing to the relblotion, and the honour* 
aMii gentleman in oppofing it, had taken care to fupport 
thfir Jt*eral opinions by the fame argument, and that ar- 
gnru nt was, of all others, bell calculated to promote the 
ult'niate dellgn of both, however difleient the modes they 
took to accomplilh it, the jealoufy and lefentment of the 
filkr kingdom. The rclumption of* legillative fupremacy 
over Iieland was the giound of acquiefcence in the one, of 
difllnt in the other, and thus they divided between them the 
- twohatuies of the chanwSler which thtir right honourable 
friend (Mr. Fox) had ftiewn himfelf fo ambitious to alTume, 
that of an Englifh and an Iiifh patiiot. 

How 'genleinen could think themfelves warranted in fet- 
ting up an oppolition to meafures, m favour of which they 
had boi ne more than a filent teftimony, lor they had ex- 
preflly acknowledged the feveial amendments to be fuch, 
as not only were in themfelves unexceptionable, but had alio 
the pofitive merit of correiSlinf^ in a great dcgiec, the ob- 
Je£lionable qualities of tlie original propofitions, was a cir- 
cumll ince only to be accounted for by thofe who, fiom a 
clofe ittt ntion to the condu£l of the party, and a congenn- 
Jity of fentiment with theurij had brought themfelves to un- 
dt rlland and to adopt the whole of their fyflrem, and were 
thence enabled to lee that it was a double game that they 
^^ue playing, and that then appearing to oppoie the r^folu- 
tions by aigumeuts direelly contrary to each other, was 
meicly with i view to feme the fame end, and to compafs 
the fame defign. Was there, he alked, a fmgle amendment 
which was not calculated to meet and obviate the veiy ob- 
jeiftions that Iwd been made to the primary lefolutions as 
fent from Ireland; and when thofe amendments were firft 
propofed, was there a Angle gentleman on the oppofite Ade 
of the Houfe who fpokc upon the fubjCifl (and feveral very 
long fpeeches had been made) wrho* did not acknowledge 
them to be an improvement on, and a conAdeiable recom¬ 
mendation of the plan > It had been aAced, would tbfe Infti 
be fatisAed to adopt the rtfolutions m their prefent altered 
and amended ftate ^ And the exultation and conAdence with 
which the queftjon had been alkcd fufficiently belriytd, that 
It was not the form oi proviAon of the original grounds 
of the adjuftment, as likely to injure this country, that had 
gi V tn rife to the oppoAtion which attended them, but hope, 
that by intioducing altciations, and dimtniAiing as much as 
poffible the advantages to be derived from them by Iieland, 
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that country might he brought to re||e£l; them, and thus an 
arrangement necpflaty horh to the peace and tranquilliW of 
the empire (bleflings which in every ftate there are fom« 
men always averfe to) might be poUponeJ or defeated The 
queftion, however, he would anfwer with as much boldnefs 
as became him, at d hb would not fciuple to fay, tint as far 
as probability would go on fuch an occafion, they would 
certainly be received with joy and gratitude in Ireland, This 
opinion, he faid, he gave from general reafoning and the 
nature of the calc, lor all that was ntceilarv to form 
fuch an opinion was to be j^erfuaded, that the People and 
Parliament of lieland were poflc-flcd of lufhcient unvkrllandj- 
ing to fee and knov# their own intertfts, and to diflinguim 
between then fncnds md their enemies. Could he fuppole 
that Iitlanii would dilcover in the relolution then m debate, 
any infringement on the fovereign lights of her Itgiilature, 
he lliould then readily acknowledge, that there was no hope 
of her acquiefcencc but, as the refolution was in itftlf per- 
fe£lly innocent of any fuch tendency, as it was in fa6l nothing 
moie than a ncctlTary and indifpcniable proiliflon in a treaty 
between two independent kingdoms, nay, as it was, accord¬ 
ing to the idea of his right honourable friend (Mi. Grenville) if 
fuch an acknowledgement were now ncceflary, a virtual recog¬ 
nition of her complete emancipation, he had veiy littleappre- 
henfion, that an enlightened and liberal nation would fu0er 
itfelf to become a dupe to the defigns of a fet of men, who 
having exerted all their induflry loi the fpace of live months 
in alarming every intf teft in this country, fot tli>. purpofe of 
roufingthem to a violent onpofition againft the arrangement, 
as propoled by the Paili ment of Ireland, weie now with 
equal diligence employing the moft luilainmatoiy means to- 
waids Clearing a fimilar oppofition in Ireland againft the 
modifications applied by the Britifh Houle of Commons* 
The mconfiftency the gentlemen, who oppofed at this day 
what they approved of on the firft introduiSlion, was only 
to be parallelled by thecofttradiffons with which their former 
oppofition to the original propofitions, and their prefent op¬ 
pofition to the an.cndments, were marked. 

Foi marly it was uigcd, that the arrangement would be 
ruinous to tbe trade of England, but not having been able 
to bring the Houle into their opinion, they had fhifted their 
ground, and had become on a fudden extremely apprehenfive 
feft It might he piejudicial to the conftitution of Ireland He 
once more prefled the right honourable gentleman oppofite to 
VoL. XVin, 3 O bun* 
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him to come forwardexplain hir m^'anuig m the refolu- 
tioti of 1782: 10 that refolutioti, the uglit !>onou> tble gen¬ 
tleman had led the Houfe to declare that. “ It « t necefljry 
** for the welfaie and tranquillity of the empir* t’lit i per- 
“ maneni connexion ihould be cftablillied between Great 
Britain and Ireland ” If the nghtdionourable gentleman 
had not impoied m that relolution an unmeaning and an un¬ 
intelligible propofilion on the Houfe, he mull have intended 
fomething hmihr to the prefent plan, eitlier as firfl arranged 
by the Irifli refolutions, or as now adopted by the amendments 
engrafted on them bv the Committee of that Houle. If the 
Idea of the right honouiahle gentleman had been entirely diik- 
rent, he wondered that in his aftive feqj-ch for means and 
inodes of oppofition, he had not endeavoured to iilc that 
which would of all others be the moft clear and forcibl®, that 
of contialling the fyftem now piopofed with a bettei one of 
his own formation As this mode theiefoie had been iie- 
gleiled by the right honourable gentleman, be bad only to 
conclude, either that he liad no meaning whatioevei in the 
< rcfolution he propofed, that his inuiitioii was lomething fi- 
milar to the arrangement now under confideration, or that 
whatever his plan was, it was fuch as, on comparifon, would 
be found inferior to the prefent. Although there weic the 
moil obvious explanations of this inconfillencv, llill there 
was another which he hoped the right honourable gentleman 
was not prepared to admit, namely, that the (lifleient fitna- 
tions in which he found himfelf, had infpircd him witli dif¬ 
ferent fentiments, and that the views on the pident day 
were fuch, as rendered that public tranquillits and |. ,ma- 
nent welfare of the empire which it was foimeily bis ^\ov^ed 
objeiSl to ellahliih, lefs difagreeable now tlian it xj^piared 
to him then to be. 

He enlarged with great emphaCs, with feme humour, and 
much ievetity on the pains which gentlemen had taken to 
deprecate in their fpeeches^ any imputations of inflammatory 
or dangerous intentions, and yet by their arguments to pro¬ 
voke the ilronpeft fufpicions of that nature. It was not for 
him to determine, whether the intention of thofe gentlemen 
were reallv as bad as they themklves feemtd apprehenfive 
they ihould appear; but on the prefent occaflon, he had only 
to exult, that howevci the tendency of their feveral argu¬ 
ments feparately conirdered might go towards fowiiig diflen- 
tion and diilatisfa£lton in Ireland, yet when all their fpeeches 
were colle6lively fent to Ireland (and he dared to lay that 
pains would be taken they all ihould find their way there) 
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he Aattercd hioifelf that one woul<] p^ove ail aatidote to the 
poiton of the other, and by that me^ns deftroy the of 
the whole Thus, whc-n it fhould be found, that an ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, in the fullnefs of his zeal for the freedom 
and profpenty Of that country, confidered every thing that 
was gi\cn to Ireland as infignificant, and yet that the price 
file was to pay for it, was nothing lels than an entiie and ab- 
folute funenderof her independence if the various incon- 
fiirenciES that had mukcd that honourable gentleman's con- 
clu6t 111 thecourfe of the proceedings, were not fufficient to 
open till eyes ot all the wife and thinking people, yet the poi- 
fon of the bonooiihle gentleman’s argument would find a 
conip Vte antidote in the argument of the noble Lord (North) 
ntMi liim. riicir loint argument ran thus: the honourable 
gentleman aflirmed that lieland gamed nothing in point of 
commerce, but icfigned her fovereignty and her legiflative 
poweis into the hands of Great Bntain, whilft the noble 
Loid endea\cured to prove, that England was on the point 
to impait to Ireland the inoft unbounded and invaluable rights 
of trad , yet that the only return to be made for fuch an ex¬ 
travagant conceflion amounted to nothing more than this — 
(and here he read from a paper the words of the noble Lord) 
the ffeight of a few frigates loaded with pickled pork and bif- 
cuits in th‘»courle of a century. Having for a conAderable time 
dwelt on the inconfiflency of fuch arguments, and the bttle 
appiehenfion there was of any fenous danger refulting from 
them , he vindicated the refolution on the ground of its be¬ 
ing ibfoluttly neceflary towards eile£Iing the'objeiSt of a plan 
depending, which was to agree to admit that country to a 
participation of commercial benefits with (iieat Bntain, that 
ihould not only be equal, but permanent, for if the laws that 
regulated and governed the enjoyment of thofe benefits 
fhould be different in edch country, then they could not be 
equal; and if they were liable to alterations in the one qnd 
not in the other, the*y could not he permanent He referred 
to the negociations between all States ahfolutely independent 
on, or unconneiSfed with, each other, in older to fhew, that 
fimilar provifions were frequently adopted on fuch occafions. 
He particularly inftanced the late treaty of peace with France, 
m which that kingdom was bound to publifh certain edii^s, 
as foon as otlier adts flipulated on her part, were performed 
by this country nay, he defied any gentleman to produce a ^ 
fingle colledfion of treaties, m which there was not almoft 
in every page a contradf of a fimilir tendency. He farther 
contended, that if Ireland had any reafon to complain in this 

302 mftaaco 
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milance, of ai^ ir]|jrmgemeat op h^r rights, Enghm^ had full 
as much, for, l^y tne Dtefent arrangement, her Parliament 
Was fully and Urevocably b 4 und, at all times, to admit the 
Irilh to the free ufe and enjoyment of hei own markets, and 
Would, therefore, by lo doing, give up her future right of ex¬ 
cluding them, and thus, to a certain degree, abandon her 
free agency and foveieign power aver all the concerns of the 
kingdom 

Loid Noith, Mr. Box, and Mr. Sheiidan, role together 
inll’antly as Ml. Pitt fat dow n; the two forme i, liowtvtrr, 
gave way, as Mi Sheridan had been fo particulaily pointed at 
in Mr. Pitt’s fpeech. 

Mr. Shnidan ijiiiy he was confident that the candoui and 
liberality of the Houfc would indulge him with a Ic e niinal » 
attention (though he had juft taken up lo laigc a ot 

then timf') to enable him to repel thegrofttft peixen (m, Mot 
of words ineiely, but of conduiSt and motnes, whitli 
moft picfumptuous adept at miliepiclentaiiou hidtsci a 
tempted to inaintain, in defiance ot tiuth and dccuity. i J l 
right honouiablt gentUroan h id chaiged him, ui tK inoiL 
acinnonious lingiii’*ot upioof, wit iiKonliftency of toii- 
rltifl. Bfi* w as acc ult d of not ha\ mg appeared to hold one 
urufoiin opii ion i j m tht tubjeiSt of tfic liifh piopoiiti iiA—a 
curious '"’itige, and cunoully lup^oited, foi iht vtiy woids 
of the iiylit hononi able gentleman ‘ aecufatioii accountfd to , 
-ind luftlh^d the contiididiions he eomplauird ot—It v\ is, 
becaule < \e.y day had brought forth new opi iions it was, 1 e- 
caufe csery time the Committee metrlie tone had Lt en efi nt,ed, 
and the ground had been ftiifted—'that it had btcome utteily 
impofl'blt for .any perlon cither to luppoit 01 opprhis lyl- 
tern upon the fame principle, or witli the ianic atguments, 
for two days together, but it was not very lurprilmg that the 
right honourable gentleman, who liad foigot e>cjy ground 
which at the compienceraegt be prof»flt d to a^l upon, fhould 
not very accurat' ly remembtr the line of conducfl: puilued by 
others—nothing but this complete cblivion of himfelf, and 
what he had done in this hufliicls, could have betrayed him 
into the laflincft of accufing gcntleme' on that fide ot the 
Honfe of adfting a double game—did he complain of a double 
game ? He, through whofe whole condu< 5 l in this bulmefs 
there had not been one direiSB proceeding, not one ftraight- 
Ibrward ftep. The whole negotiation, from the firft hour, 
had been carved, twifted, and circuitous—a plan, * pened 
With duplicity, and explained with eijuivocation. The grofs 
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iijind glaring contradi^iops b»|twee(i right honoitrahk^ gym* 
tleman^ iirft ftatement and reaConing upon |:hi^ bniln(;t» 
England, and Mr. Ordc*s m Iieland, undoubtedly had »o re- 
femhlance to a double game; there had been no double game la 
the Committee of Puvy Council, cairyiug on a mo< k mvef- 
tJgation for Ills Majtfty’s infoimation, after Irliv Maiefty; 
had received an addreis ot thanks for having adopted tlie incor 
fine; and, above all, no double game had been pi.icldcd with 
the manufidiurers, but .dl then mdapprehcnljoiii. had br<;ft 
owing lo accident, or then own dulnels! While luch things 
Were i.j the retolleiftion of the Houle, the light honouiablo 
gf ntieman mull not expedV to have his loole and unfoundedi 
chajges pais unreplicd to, however boldly urged with lofty 
toiK a»" I clamarous declamation. For Ins part, be defii^ 
the light hono.Table gentleman to tax him with anv one m** 
conlJtencv up m this lubie<S>. He was the iuoutli ot uo 
party, as tlie right honouiable gentleman had been pUiftd tu. 
Pvlc liim, nui was he the tool of any paity. Ho had as ftiong 
pi'ty tcLhngs as an) man , but he liad thole feelings, becauie 
thole he was attached to nrrthei expefted ftdm him lervility 
ot judgciiient nor pliancy ot piinciple. '1 be light honouiable 
gentleman, peihaps, knew himlell too well, what it was to 
b< (.nly the channti of conveying othei people's feutiraenis 
and Ji-uees, to be tlie eloi[uent moutli employed to piomul- 
gitc Ithtmes, not bred m his own judgemtnt, noi approved 
h) Ins own heart. This he folemnly believed, was the light 
honoui ible gentleman’s cafe at piefent. Hi was convinccd,k, 
in Ills own njind, that that pail of the plan W'liich was to en¬ 
trap li eland into a furrenderof her Conllitution, was no or^i- 
ginal wiih of that light honourable genrlem ui’s, but had been 
p It upoi him hnce, by thoie who will loine diy make il:iU 
haidcr conditions with him, for the continuance of their 
countenance and fuppoit. 

M’. ‘'hiTidan then«iecapitulated his own conduift tiirough- 
out fht* 1 tifmefs, llafing, that icon aftei the opening of the 
propofed •’it nf''m''nt, he had laid in debate m that Houfe, 
that he ihot hi J rifer upon this buhnefs, he feared, wiih tliofe 
whom be had always adfed wn h; that he had lolicited no pe¬ 
tition, nor knew even of that from f*taffoid till the day he. 
had prefenVd it, but that on the day Mr, Pitt brought for¬ 
ward his ftxtccn new j ropofitions, fo far from appearing to 
appi ove of them, he had called to the 1 ight honourable gen¬ 
tleman to read a fecond time this part'^uiar propofition, and 
had declared, m fpcaUng to aa anjeadlftont, he moved before 
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iie Houfe rofe that m^t^ that the fourth wfolution tock 
him as an a^folute refotaptioii of the fight of external kgif- 
Ution over Mand. The right honourable gentleman brought 
an amendment to this refolution the next time the Committee 
fat, and quoted what he called has (Mr. Sheridan s mifcon- 
ception as a reafon). Mr. Sheridan had then replied, that the 
amendment had removed no part of hi^s objection, hie ha 
fince fpokc and divided againft this refolution in the Com- 

^ With regard to other particulars in this arrangement, he 
bad votetl, m many inftances, with the Minifter, and againft 
his right honourable friend and the rioble Lord, and he had 
fuEgefted forac amendments which had been adopted, and 
which certainly tended to fmooth the reception of the propo- 
fttions m Ireland He left the Houfe to judge, whether there 
was any thing eithei inflammatory or inconGftent in this con- 
du<£l. But his opinion u^on the whole of the plan, as it was 
completed, be had delivered that day, and that opinion he 

would maintain , , 

Lord North alfo begged leave to fay a few words in explana¬ 
tion , he viniHcated liunfelf from the charge of inconfiftency 
made arainfl lum by the right honourable gentleman, and alio 
turned againft him his own argument of fhiftmg ground 
With reipe£l to the quotation of the right honourable gentle¬ 
man from bis fi>ecch, notwithftanding his precaution in wri¬ 
ting down his woids, he had been guilty ol a great inaccumey, 
foi he had not faid, that we had only to expetSl the return from 
Ireland in the courle of an entiic century, but that the utmolt 
we could look for would be a few frigates, freighted with pick- 
led pork and bifcuit, during the remainder of the prefent cen¬ 
tury, a peiiod only of fifteen yeats. r t A 

Mr Fox began with remarking, that in the pcrfonal and 
political charaifter of the right honourable gentleman over 

againft him (Mr. Pitt) there were many qualities and habits 

that had often furprifcd him, and, he beTieved, that confoun¬ 
ded the^fpcculations of every man who had ever mu^ conli- 
dered or analized his difpofltion, but that his con^a on this 
night had 1 educed all that was unaccountable, incoherent, ana 
contradi£l:ory in his charadler m times paft, to a mere nothing. 
That he ihone out m a new light, iurpaffing even himfelf, and 
leaving his hearers wrapt in amafement, uncertain, whether 
rooft 10 wonder at the extraordinary fpeech they had h^^™s 
or the frontiers confidence with which that fpeech had been 
delivered. Such a fairago of idle and arrogant declamation, 
uttered in any other place, and by ady'iHher perfon, 
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iabj«d in qtieftion, would naturally fill th6 tnembers of tbat 
Hoofe with afloniflitnent, but fpoken by that right honou¬ 
rable gentleman within thofe walls, in the prefence of men 
who were witnefles of all the proceedings upon this budnefs, 
evei^ one of whom could bear teflimony to tlic grofs and un- 
bl'imi ig fallacy of the right honourable gentleman It was» 
Mr. Fox laid, an adf of boldnefs, a fpecies ot parliament.iiy 
liaidyhood, ceitainly not to be accounted foi upon any known 
or received rules of common fenle, or common realon. 

I cannot help (continued Mr. Fox} remaiking the vaft dif- 
paiity in the tone of temper, and the ftyle ot exprellion ex¬ 
hibited by the right honourable gentleman upon this nighty 
from thofe which he deemed it expedient to adopt wlicn he 
opened the eighteen propoiitions to this Houfe.—On tha^ 
night I quoted a pafl.ige, 

Tcltphus aut Ptlcus cum pauper, et cxul uterque, 

Projicit ampulluit ct fefquipcdaUa verhot 

and quoted it to exemplify the change which the deplorable 
iituation into which his radinefs, his ignoi.in'ce, or wh.it is 
not more reputable than either, a fervile adoption of other 
men’s fancies, and thrufting forward the crude heap of difcor- 
dant and dangerous matenals which loim this milerablc pio- 
je6f, had involved the right honourable gentleman. Upon 
that occafion, I could not help ohlei vmg, that ihe ampulla 
and the Jtfquippdalia verba —that the right honouiable|gentlc- 
man’s magnificent terms, his verbofe periods, and tlfofe big 
bombalbc fentiroents which confiitute, in general, the piinci- 
pal part of his orations, had for once foriaken him, or been 
relinquifhed, fos language and for manneis better accommo¬ 
dated to his difaflrcAis condition.~Tlien we faw the avowed 
confederacy of tlie right honourable gentleman with thofe 
about him (meaning Mr. Jenkinfon), whofe co-operation in 
the general fyfiem of his government tlie light honourable 
genneman is fo commonly anxious to diftvow, but whofe 
opinions he fo uniformly propagates and aflfer*, '-'I hen we 
faw that piepofterous ambition, that gaudy pride, aidva»»*» . 
ting vanity, which glare upon the oblerver beyond all the 
ether charaf^erifiic features of the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, and which prompt him to look down with contempt on 
his political coadjutors —40 fancy himfelf the great overfeer, 
the Surveyor General of the Britifh Government.—^We faw 
this glittering afiemblage melt away, and thlit right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman defeend to a curious and moil aiFeiSling fympa- 
thy with the other fupporters of this fyilem, as well as into 

fonie- 
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^ethinglflce «(mbtfeft and ct^il defnfeanor tfitofe who 

oppofed It *-*But ala$ t the right honoatable gentletraii’s de¬ 
viation into a moderate and hanibiecoarfeof argument,—into 
a courfe befitting a man detected in ten tboufand inftances of 
folly, precipitancy, raihnefs, weaknefi, and conlumniate ig¬ 
norance of the fubjeft in difcuffion, was but tranfient and 
temporary, 1 he hopes of a reform in his conduct were as 
delufive and fallacious, even as the many hopes ot othei re¬ 
forms which that right honourable gentleman has gulled a va¬ 
riety of perfons in this country to entertain upon points of 
ftioie importance*—Upon this night, the right honoural)Ie gen¬ 
tleman has relapted into his own favourite and darling habits— 
tht ampulla^ and ftfquipedaha vet ha are again refCiraed, iVith ad¬ 
ditional redundancy. Nerved with new rancour, and impelled 
with trtfh vehemence, the right honouiablc gentleman ruflies 
blindly forward ; but furely it cannot etcape obfervation, that 
the diiplay of thtle paffions, and the refumption of that mode 
of reatoning, are the bell proofs that the right honourable 
gentleman is, indeed, reduced to the lad extremity , and, by 
me ule of fuch arguments, that he ihews bimfelf deflitute 
of any that better become a real Statefinan, oi a great oiatoi. 

Beaten out of every thing that bears the femblaiice of aigu- 
ment, without the lead ihred or remnant of rcaloning to lup- 
port him, the right lionourable gentleman is foiced upon the 
rafti and dangerous hazard of carrying the war into the ene¬ 
my’s camp, and finding it impoffible to fay one word in vin- 
duLation of bis own deformed and mtferable fydem, he is ob¬ 
liged to throw out a feries of invedives, and, by exhibiting a 
lid of charges againd us (chaigcs which, the very moment 
lie gives them utterance, he knows to be .tbfolutely and en¬ 
tirely deditute of every vcdige of truth), to engage the atten¬ 
tion, and divert the notice of the Houfe from his own wretch¬ 
ed and contemptible febemes The admirable argument of 
my honourable friend is anfwercd with hard epithets, with 
drong aflertions, with lofty phrafes, with long and laboured 
calumnies, and with the ufual round of redundant and dii- 
■gudtngegotifrns. In propoition to the poverty of the caufe 
hd engages in, is the pompous afTuroption of the right honou¬ 
rable gentleman , and of all tlie various fingulaiities which 
compoie his charaiSler, nothing, I conlefs, amazes me fo much 
as the peifr^t compolure with which he attempts to criminate 
his adverfaues, upon points in which' he is himfelf, of all men 
living, the mud vulnera|}!e; and the fltodlnefs and refblution 
with which he puts forth accufations, in a defiTerate defiance of 
trbthi and with sA determined a edntempt of prudence and 

propriety 



* *i 


‘ kn 


■ A. 1785. D' E B ' A T E' S. 

proprifty in the manner of urging them. Before I totfch 
upon the tlurgcs to which I allude, I cannot "help obferving, 
nith wlnt fpecial grice the right honouiahle gentleman ridn 
cuhs long fpteches—with whit a fingubr ]ullnefs it is that 
ho, ot all the mtiubcis in this floule, attempts to corteiSl: 
others foi occupying much ol the time ot the Houtc. 1 do 
not intend to deny the light honouiahle gentleman the merit 
of gieat ahiliiKS, gu tt i lo^jutncc» and powcis of pleafinghis 
hf iicrs ; hut of all the enmts to be vrg^il agunft any perfon 
within thffe wills, the lafl, undouhtedly, foj him 10 venture 
upon is, to chaige the long duiation of his Ipecch as a fault 
agunft any nitrnher —lie, like niyfclt, is undei the neceffity 
ot t’ojhl'i g th s Houf Piuch f fiLDcr, ami foi a much longer 
time, th in i} erha, s, igrecahle, md it ill becomes i ither of 
us to Rpiohite orheistoi ipiaflice we ouiluhc- to firqutntljr 
till into Gi Utful toi the mdulg'-nce we aic tivouRil with> 
a.idfnccr Ij thankful for thcpifence in I the politenefs with 
which wc are honouied, we thould ccitainly he the lift to 
condemn tint in whichourfeIves are the ''leiteft tianlgiellbr^. 
Ami 1 111 ill diOj> this part ot the lubjtift, with only icmaik- 
ing, lint if an ilmoft unitoim deviation fiom the immfdutc 
fub]efl m ditcuflion,—if abindoning liber il aiguments ft ^ il- 
libn il il-*clini Uions,*i-it fie(|neni!y quMting lound fenfo for 
indecent laicafiiis, and pretciiing to loufe the pifiions anil 
mflimetlic piejudicis of his audiurv, to tht convincing ihcir 
iinJi rntamlings and infoiming then ludr-i ment"!, tended to di- 
inin Hi the t'lle of any meml>tr ot this I loufe to a more than 
coiinnon portion ot itstempci and enduiauct—I do not know 
one gentleinn who would have to ilftfoundsd a cl iiii upon 
it t )r fucli favours, as the vety right honouiahle gcmlcmaii 
himltif 

'The right honourable gentleman has ftrugglctl much to fix 
a charge of irconfifluicy upon my n^'ble tiund, ind » poii 
my honourable fill nS, near me (Mr. Sheridan) , and fucli is 
the fa» htv of an inordin Ue appetite tor accufation, tint the 
o ly point bv winch he has chofen to illufliatc this inconfiG* 
tMcy, li, 1 point tint moves, is char a. dty h2;ht, t1 at bo h 
the one and tlie other is p£itei 5 l!y ind tlioioughly sonfiftf nt. 
'J Ik noble Loid fuj'poits the fouuh piopofuion, b nii<c he 
thinls It mJv s Irws no more tor Ireland than is, in th s n- 
ftance, lerv juft. 1 he honourabft gentleman reprobates it, 
hecaute h'* th., ks 1' in inficltous, a deceiltuft an I tn icbeioas 
intnoeuvre, to cheat the iiifli out of their indep ndcnce, and 
dupe them into fervility, by piofpeiSts of advantagis of an¬ 
other kind. 1 he noble Lord and the honourable gentleman 
VoL. XVIU 3 P have 
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have tafceu tht fame fifcle, argued upon the fame principle, 
and ailed urfder tlie fame imprdifion, upon the lame fubje£l, 
fiom the hrfl moment the right honourable gentleman in¬ 
troduced It to this Houfe, their language has been unvarying, 
and their condu^l in llridl unifon with their relpeilive decla¬ 
rations The noble Lord has Ihewn the danger to the tiade 
of England fiom the adoption of thefe propofitions, and has, 
in my judgement, unaniwerably confirmed, that the pro- 
miied compenlation is delufive and fallacious m the extreme, 
III both thefe pofitlons my honouiable fiiend concurs, nay, 
he goes farther, and demon Urates, that althougli he might 
wifli well to the propofilions as geneially favourabL to the 
trade of Ireland in their original Ibte, the right honour ible 
gentleman’s alterations have io ladically changed their natuie, 
t«at Ireland will be the pofitive lofcr m thele thiee gieat 
hunches, vi7. the American, the Weft Indnn, and Eaft- 
Indian trade; fo that the only chance fhe has of benttit, or 
of indemnifying herfclf lor the injury fhe receives by the 
change of lier prefent fyflem of trade in thefe groit lines of 
commerce, confifts lolely in the lu'pes of undeilelhng Lng- 
Jand in the Enghfli maikets. He therefore confiders tiie 
arrangement upon the whole is prejudicial to Ireland (inde¬ 
pendent of the attempt at lefutning th» power of legillatioii 
under the fouith propofition) becaufe it is not by tlie down- 
fal of I'aigland that he wifties Ireland to profper. 1 bus, all 
my noble triend’s argument tended to fhew the danger to the 
manufactures and tiadc of England from the propolcd lyftem 
ray honourable fnend admits, that Ireland’s only lource of 
Ijencftt IS confined to England, for that, m the arrangement 
of the fore'gn trade every thing is agamft her; and in this 
]<oint fo liiyimnhanlly dwelt upon by the right honourable 
genihnian (Mi Pitt) as the critenon of their contradiction, 
mnhiiig in fact appeals but the moft precife confiftency on 
their pair. 'I Ins deteClion of his raiftake may peihaps (hut 
1 beliesc nothing can) teach the right honourable gentleman 
ptevioufly to confider a charge before he makes it, ami not 
sVafte Io much phlegm, nor expend fo many tine periods, upon 
fubjefls which will only ftiew his own rafhnefs, weaknefs, 
and, 1 liul almtift faid, ablurdity* 

But the right honouiable gentleman feems determined, at 
all rifles, to fill up the catalogue' of accufations; and in the 
hey-ih\ ofhisfpleen, in the plenitude of his indignation, to 
contemn every confequence to hinfelf, provided he fucceeds 
in giv.MT us a fide blow. What is the world to think of that 
right honourable gentleman's difcretion and judgement from 
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thi^ night, who, Upon the fobjedl ’of thelrifh^ropofitioni, 

%*nturcs neither more nor Ipfs, than to charge us with 
fhiftmg our ground, and playing a double game. 

Is theie a gentleman here, who, out of tins Houfe at the 
moment would have believed tint the right honourable ge»x- 
tltunn could have been fo unguarded, lo lenieHs, fo mad, 
as to ftumble on luch a charge ? lie—He, to talk ot our fhift- 
ing our ground • lie, who has fliifted his ground, until, in 
tiuth, he has no ground lo (land upon J He, who his afTumed 
fo many Hiapes, colours, and chaiafleis, in the progiefs 
of this exti lordin iry undertaking—He, who has proclaimed 
determinations only lo recede fiom them, who has afferted 
prlnclp!^»s only to lepounce them. He, wliofc whole conduct, 
ttom the fit ft moment the fyftem h<is been piopoled, is one 
connniud chain of tricks, quibbles, fubteiluges, and tergi- 
VMlatu)!!*-, uniform alone m coni’'adu^ions,and inco'inflen- 
t'cs Compile the twenty piopoiitions nowr upon your 
t ible, with ihe eitven oj iginal ones, as he iiiti'^dAtd them 
to tins Houle, compare Ins language on tint diy with the 
linguage of to-nighc, compare ilie ihitureof the two ftrings 
of propofti 10ns, fubftantially .md fuiidim(ntdly fubieitcd 111 
jn .IV puts mitcnally alteie^^ with thole leiterated 

dfchrations that not one principle could on any tnmsbe 
riidd’cd w ith let the iloufe rciL 6 t upm thefe i ircumftan- 
re«, and, then let them ludge whether a gmfler piece of 
nifanitv was ever heard of, than that the aiiMior of all this’ 
nnleiablc fooleiy fliould chaige others with fliitiing their 
ground ? 

And then the tight honourable gcntlem in is pleafed to fay, 
tint wo are pHymg a double* game. The parent of double 
g*.ws, ind ihe veiy eflence of double dcal.ng thiough every 
put ot this bufinefs, is the very man who Ins the front to 
make this charge But does he think tins nation is as blind 
and leiifelels as thofe who, in fupporting this iyftem wilhin 
thefe wills, avow.theii utter ignorance of it, as the motive 
th It impels them ? Docs he think an ahlolute ftupefaflion has 
petrified the mtelle£ls of men, that heftiould have the boldnefs 
to talk of other people’s plavin^ a double gvinc '' He who.has 
phyed a double game with !Lngland, a double game with 
Jieland, and juggled both nations by a train of unparallellcd 
lublilety ? 

Who propofed the fcherae to Trelaml as a dige fted fvftcm, 
final and complete pledging the futh ot Government that 
the eleven piopofitions contained the whole, and that not 
one of them ftiould be altered? Tat right honouiablegentle- 

3 P 2 ^ man. 
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man. Who l^lteUed'^efe cJe^vcn to aghteen propofiticns, in 
a vanety oi iundamontal pointsVadically altered and ovciturn¬ 
ed ? “I he right honourah'e gentleman. Who afluied the body 
ofBiltiili tiadtri and nianufajSturers, that their nipedlive 
br.tnchfcs fliould be faithfully lecured from every evil; who 
denied this aflui ante aftei wards, who foltranly d clued, in 
the lace of the Houle ol O mmoiis, that all the piiuf iples ot 
the original elcvtn Ibould lem un lUMolatc. who was it a{''er- 
waids that openly violatfd this loleinn dtcl nnon >■ Lt t the 
right honouiable gentltniui anlwcr thelc qui-f^iops it lu ca i, 
and let th world decide which fide ol tli Hou^e has bttii 
playing a double giini. 

Does the imp dition wbieli dnioA ovciy roanuf ivflurer 
who his leui the right hou im ihle gtiitltimn up? i this buf- 
jiels, niili ouU fi Mil a n> lundtiu ind pg ■' That p^iions 
Handing in tins Houh m thf, Ju'l t or riv illhi > and poluK li 
emulation, prone to milconceive and to uulnupipn t, IhouUl 
often mifu idetftand t ich oMi i, is i o great cwiilt <1 w< i du. 

But what inttieil coo' * th,^ iri,iulirtLiU>s of E i 1 lU ha e 

to milunderfl.nnd the ri,,hl } o lomahle g nth m n'' J)il it 

arile liom his w uit ot po'v< i to t puls liiidtU? Wis it 

owing to his h rhitu il hies iM , to lu, ]. i iwn dilLl f to cii- 
cumlucudon, inJ t) th^ cucunill.\nce*ot hs n»'v^r i lin'' 
more woids thin aie harelv lillicient to g ve his meiti ng ? 
"i he woild will fudge wheth'^r to impute it nioA to thelc 
caules, Ol inder d to the pi iving t double gat 

I>wt, Sir, It is not in rctoitmg tht-l hi y chirgts that we 
reft oil! dt-feiiet on the < iioints. I lom thv b( g i 'll ng w(. 1 , 4*1 c 
been umtomi and chniiiteut, and if any nev ohjiv.lions hi\o 
been mged hv us, ihv.y aic it (hiitibh to th novelty or t!ie 
propohiions which llic ri ht honourable jr 1man h is pro¬ 
duced wiihont any puvious notice to this Houle, to tl js 
country,*01 tolrelind It wrre iqdecd a luidlhm and in- 
juftire, that bi cauh' we combatei^ tl e dt h i 51 s ot a n w fcliem , 
we fboiild be liable to the charge of fhi|linp ourgiouinl 
agiiiift an old Ichrmt, no longtr the ohpc'-l ol ililcullion and 
heie 1 cannot htlp obleiving, that if it In* Hat, tlial nigiati- 
tudt IS the woift of lins, I on fee no light in whu li the light 
honouiable gentlem in appeals, but that of the woi ft of fin nets. 
What a pernicious Icheinc would «lns hive been, unpuigej 
by oui amendments• and now what a leluindoeshe mike 
us • But there are pioud and fuUen fouls in this woihl, 
enveloped m a liflil ous admiration*of themfelves, and an 
auftere and haughty contempt for the reit of the woild; upon 
whom obligation has only the cffiidl; of enmity, and whole 
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hatred is beft f^cured by redeeming them frbtti 4^ng«r and 
di(honour 

There reranmc one more charge to be noticed, which is 
more Imgulii, if pofFibl , ihji the toiniti, betaufe it is more 
gtoundlcls and palpable I he right honourablf* gentleman 
affirms, that now, for the fiiil time, ir» ohjedliofn ism ide to 
ihetoiiith pfomiiiihM , and ha inteis> fiom my filence this 
ijighi tint i h id noaigjmtnts to oppolc to il. I low any man, 
with the hn dll iL of utolUiflion, with the llighteft 

feeling of ihimi, canJiiz.iid Inch a rcpioach, is, 1 confefs, 
to me jicriti'llv un.i'’i-oiintahle I 1 do not believe there is one 
rnn, not nmely in this honle, hut ui tins mtion, that 
lea Is iiunipovr, wh'* cn he igiotant, tint I have uni- 
f iiiidv r p ^*hireJ iliu fouith propofition fiom ^the hrlr mo- 
ineni or us in*^ro luflion , tint vve divided the Comraitteo 
upon tins vciy claulo oi tlu. fyHem, and that our minority 
was a vci\ fin'll one. Tht very arguments 1 lliall now urge 
agtiiifi It, ui.l dimonfliate the fallehood of tlitf acculation,' 
foi they \/iII only he a repetition of what I faid hefoie, and, 
vvli M the llonle lees tint 1 im chaiged witli never btfote 
hiMiig ohjeifttd to tlu. propofition, they will, 1 tiuil, ei^cufe 
me for tuitoh g/ and lepeulion, 

ILre Ml f.ix wtnr over the ground of his own objec¬ 
tions to tlm put ol th Ivfiem. He faid, he had no doiilit 
the fa'i coniiu.fl.on of iht fourth lelolution wouhl ap'r^ar 
to ail) man iinng. of cominoii lenfe, to he viirually to mxkc 
Invs for h' II' h and vsould be to renovate rd’ ly and w in¬ 
to.dy t,'i« ( d ufies of the whole Inlh nation, upon a point 
of the molt pvulnr tendcrnels and d lu u y. In v itn wrre . 
\tlempis undt to affiinilitc tins furrendti of tlu Kgilluive 
inIe[Hnil m ' of IrHand, v .th the c de of tiein s between 
two lovr*it g i fi ites In the 1 Utci ede, on ^Uatelxouni IB- ' 
ith to do lonietui 'o defint d and fpmtic nht'i tlie oth'’i adop- 
ud loiue d^hiu t rnd Ipecfi meafiuc*. 11 le was no condi¬ 
tion of letotuli and ^hedic.ict, but a mutud igreem. .it to 
acoompldh fOnu thing undr rfiood iiul paiticulaiilcd hv rom- 
nion coni "III, for their common a'lvanr.ige, upon „ »iit.un 
coiiiiiigency T o mak< thecafis linnlai, m ml. mce fhould 
be piocluced fw'iuh ind'^nce, iM., box afhiimd, could not 
bo found 111 tilt, hifioiv of mini.in Ij wheic one md» pendent 
State hound itlelf foltmnly to da anv thing unjehned, uq- 
fpecific, and uncertain, at the arhitiaiy demand of another 
Stare. Pi 'ifeiv fu'h i demand would be intde upon Ire- 
I ind, and it this, propdition was adopted, no man would be 
liniple enough, to deny, that England would make laws for 

Ireland, 
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Ireland , for wJut.would be pafling of a bill under the 
operation of tbta r^embpr of'line {iropofed fyAem through 
the Parliament of Ireland but a legiflative mockery ? for not 
a (ingle change coald be made in it aftervvaids, and fair dif- 
cufllonand free agency would, from that inonieiit, be utterly 
extingmOied. 

Thus incontpflably flood the matter in point of rtafoning 
and in point of ftifl Idt* could coi ceive many pofiinle 
cafes, will re the concuirence of the liifh Parluraent might 
be roquned to arrangf ments ablolutfly deftroiflive of the in- 
terefls of IielandSuppofe .in Lnglifh 36I; of Paili.imcnt 
reftiaiiifd thrtiadeto the Colonies to particular aiticles in 
which England flouriflied, and which Ireland dealt in little 
or nothing Sopnofe an Enghih aft of Parli.unent piohi- 
bited all foreign trade in fli.ps of a defcnption, in wHilH de- 
fcriplion of Ihips alone Irel.md now cnities on her tradt — 
Many other cafes would occtir to gentlemen, if they will 
take the trouble of refiefting upon the |/ofiihle operations of 
the fourth propofition, Tliii fvi«em once adopted, frthnd, 
Without breach of faith, could not refufe to logifler the 
Enghfli law into hei llatute hook , and numeious inflancei 
might occur hereafter, where the Parliament of that king lorn 
niulf rcfl upon tins defperate alternative, cither to violate 
the f.ntli of the nation, or to betray and facnfice its 
deareft mtutfis. 7 his confuluation, Mr faul, even 

inch pendent of its infidioufly rcfuming a power mofi iolenin- 
ly renounced, wouhl jieifuadc him to the rc]cftioii of the 
fourth propofit.on ; and in this, as well as in a thourand other 
points of view, he faw the whole of the piopoftd pkm, as 
the infillihlc foulrc oftteinal difcontent, animofity, and ill 
blood, between the two kiiigdoms, though we weic capti¬ 
vated v\ itlf the flout ifbing and fanciful piftuies ol the har- 
rr^ov nd concord that aie to cement tnc fiflor iiaMons, ac- 
coi .ng to the right lionourablo gentleman’s prtdiftions. 

1 he right honourable gentleman adopts a mode of recom¬ 
mending tin fourth proportion, peifeftly fulled to the capa¬ 
city and turn of thole who proclaim their confidence in Inm, 
as the pnnciple that piocures their fupport to a fyfttm, of 
which they make no fcruple to avow tbemfelves perfeftly 
difqualified from judging But unlefs he thinks all the mem- 
of this Houfe are blinded by the ftme fcandalous igno¬ 
rance , unlefs he is weak enough to perfuade himftlf that the 
nation is pofleffld with the Tame bigoted enthufvifm and 
inveter.ite idolatry for him, why will he venture upon fiich 
nooienfe ^ The argument is —As well might England com- 

• plain 
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plain of furrendeung her lep^ifljtive independence, hecaofc 
file IS hound by this treaty to iiniilaiity of trade and naviga¬ 
tion laws with lieland ; \i/ that England, who is to mak^i ‘ 
the law, ni ght as well c( .nplajn as li Jand who is to ol^y 
the I jw 1 his IS the righ'- horourahlc gentleman’s aigumenti 
and let no one nn.g nc th it he emplovs luch link folly hom 
want of abilities, the light honoinable gentlemin’s ahilitits 
aie very confideiablc, and if the caule admitted of a belter 
dtfence, the light honourable genllemaii would certainly 
m ike It 

When England agrtis to be gov'^rned by tride layrs ori¬ 
ginating in the Irifh Pailiament, the light honourible gentle¬ 
man’s icifoning will he foicible, hut with all the p-rtiality 
of this Hoile foi h m, evi n he wdl not daie to give utteiance 
to fuch a piopohtion witlnn thofc w dls \Vhv hu thinks thtf 
Iiilh aie more inluihblf to the lltE*'igs of tli ir conl\itutioa 
than we ar% 1 know not. ' 

Altl ough the right honouraMc gfn'ltmin chriges upon me, 
thit 1 have not heutoloie onpofeJ tins piopol tioii, he might 
well have rtcollc< 5 leu, tint i n >ble 1 ot^l tnai him (f^ord 
Mahon) had 'itt^'nipted to 11 hcule me vvhen this qu (lion was 
hcfoic undv,r dilculiion, as being now an Kngl fh, now an 
liilli patnot, uid ti tlut lulicuk, imuotcnt in! n kvv ird 
thoinh it ft 11 1 ht r leave lo plead g nlty f vviih to appear 
what I t'lllvfttl, b'th'inErg' ili and an I m' piiriot, only 
let It he recol’cifl 1 , tint 1 am not I > n'^w it i ^ i' 1 ruv of 
the mom i Let it be rtc^’’ U J, ihai » d hn^lhe 
libeit'es ol li* Ian 1 , .id ddeuvi ii» g i it il n'y lO- hi r oHti- 
tu^ion, 1 d jtrve ihe nairfo o( ai huh pitiiot to t’’ i ho- 
nuui I am intitl d linco the lii*i di / of th s Itii n et ]* r- 
liniKiit, whui I C( jUI not file the ( O'ls of h } relent 
day, ind lon^- h *oit I hul lu nd tlntan^ ct niim 1 11' tic.ty 
With Tft'in I In 1 evtt bf f n ta k« cl of 1 ttniu k d tl e h »'p- 
poiiunitv c.f themcefliv ol rm Iloule, lo pubh'li my < m na¬ 
tion of l 1 econdufl of tlie king’s Ni milky m timt piocrcil- 
mgs in luiand, \vhtieI 4 aw the'M.dmK- * 1 and ir.ofM icreil 
principles of the-^o iflituti jiid 1111 overtmi ed, auddf'id .nc s 
advanced and mt iuies ul ptehmmyj’jclt’»*mmt,u’tcilyluh- 
verfivc of tvtry trace of cu il 111 I’tv ^ me'. il this m the r \l 
of the light honourahlt f^*ntl'nnn (foi u ium aioi I look 
as the fource, 01 wh-*' u )nft .s bithe pition of the p'o- 
ce'^d.ngO to luppre<s the ith rm of Pailiat' ’■ m lick PvI 

Upon the opcIIIng of l’t piopc.'t,d aiiangem rts ui this 
houfe, I lep-ateclllie laip^ aignmenis,rnd was cc/tniiic’d th«.c 
J.dand uPvtr called for t’ lyH;..!!, nor evtr th-u^hs cf ir, 

t • 
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-I)at 'W'a* ferjoufly ocaipjed with oAor obje^ks; T addc^, tliat t 
con(kkred the whole plan as a lure to divert the liilh from con- 
Aitutional point<;, by throwi.ig the trade of Kng'and at thrir 
fi^t, and to n*roncife them to the violation ot the law s of the 
land and of the coiltituticn, by the tnchanting prolptvStof 
the cominercia* bciiv.ht«? held out by this IvlUm. In tliib opi¬ 
nion I am flrengthened every dav» and the eaocr pait ac^lcd 
by thofe who luriound the right honouiahle gcnihnian 
^Mellrs. Dundas and jcnkinfon) wouh’ccnfiim to me tint 
roy feais for the con/litution of JrJind xvtje nor ill founded, 
had this lourth propohtion been tothishoui withheld fiom 
England, as it ha> been ftudioully conceaVd fiom Jidaiid. It 
this coiuUkSI conftitute an Tii/h patriot, J am one, and if to 
flruggle to lave the trade of England Itoiti a'lnihilaiion, give 
any claim to the appellation of an FngMh patriot, to that 
appellation 1 pofles that claim I did not incitL thp mei chants 
and manufadlurers to an oppofition to this Ichcine if I wtie 
capable of lAaking them mrtruments m this burnuis, they 
were incapable of becoming my mlfrumencs—they did not 
follow me, but 1 lollowed ’hem, 7 ‘o the right honouiaMe 
gentleman’s government they were exceedingly parti il, and 
not quite rccoveied fiom the mfanity of the tinn'i, they weie 
3 lhfolut'=‘ly picjud’ccd againft me and my fiiends they au as 
diicernmg and nlpcdl hU a body of men as any in huiopc, 
^nd merited, I tiin k, bittei treatment than they expcie.ic J 
from the 1 ight Ir nouiable gentleman. 

No man was evei more indeht’d to the protidlnn of tlie 
People than that right honourable gentl ’nun , and no ptople 
1 believe evei lo loon I egan to repent of ihcir pieiiilethcii. 
Every adt of hi*' government has tendvd to op n their e)cs; 
they are, 1 believe, vciy completely cured of the popular in- 
fcdlion, but I fear their convidtion comis a little Ion }ate 
I lhall now lelinquifh this fuhjefk, peril q>s tor cvci, witli 
repeating a fentiment that 1 have beforfi thrown out m the 
dilcuf&ons upon this bufinefs I will not barter Knglifh coin- 
ipieice for Iiifh flavcry, that is not the price 1 would pay, 
noi IS this the thing 1 would purchafe. 

Mr Palte- Mr PultetKf laid, the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 

W* box) had biought the matter now to a very fliort iffue; he 
had obiei^ed to the propofitions at Itrft as hurtful to Eng¬ 
land , be had obicdled to them now, as deftrudtive to the in- 
dep( ndrnt Jegiflative authority of Ireland. 

Tiic Houle proceetled at one o’clock, and continued nil pill 
four, to make amendments^ fo\ir oc five of which weie 

ofTered 
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'9^ered pr. E^eti, find being admitted to bf ^etSary, 
were accepted- , 

Air. Fok moYCcI afterwnrds to equal*/,e the dirties on the Mr- 
import ol raw matena's inip liic two Kinfjdoms, alio on 
the export of mailuiac luici to lou ‘gn porls, and alio to adopt 
mutinlly .11 probib.tioni on iojci^^ii m.iiiulu4luies 1 lus 
claulcw IS negatived 

'1 he HbuJe at the conrluCon refolved , “ 1 hat the refo- 
“ lutions he coniniunic ite*! to the LuiUs, aud their concur* 

“ lence delued iheicto.’* 

iVedmfdjy, ’Jioie I. 

Mr. Fiancis moved the following refolutions, upon winch 
Mr. Dundas moved llie pievious queflion 

Tint It appeal's to this Houle, that in a lift laid before 
this Houle on the 7th ot February, 178.5, intitled, ‘ A 
hfl of ill olhtes, places, and employ mi nts, in the civil and 
“ mditaiy tflihl'ftimtntsof the United Laft-hulia ('ompany, 

“ in iht Eift Indies, with the falaries, or jiay and cmolu- 
inents lielonging theielo, or allovvtd or piul I>y the laid 
* Company m lelpeiSb thcicof,’ various oiTices, places, and 
cinploynunts are flitcd, of which the piufits ate laid to 
h( unknown , and that in tlv faid lift, no mention is made, 

“ or notice taken, of the nnrine cftahlillnni nt inaint lined 
by the governmmt of Fort Willnm in Dtngal, 01 of any 
“ olhce or tmplo\mtnt connedted with, 01 belonging to that 
“ ellahhlhment.” 

“ 'lint It appears to this Houfe, that, m an eflimate laid 
“ hefoie this Houfe by the Couit of Dncflois of the Eaft- 
“ India Company, and dated the 14th of hebru.aiy, 1784, 
the civil chaiges of the government ol Bengal aie ftated at 
“ ftciling per .uinum ” 

“ lhat It appeals to this Houfe, that, in a lift laid before 
“ this Houfe by thg Court of Dnedlors of the Eaft-lnilia 
“ Company, on the 7th of February 1785, isuitl'^d, ' A lift 
“ of all ©mets, places, and employments, in the civil and 
“ ^ilitary eftahlifliments of the United Eaft India Company 
“ ui the Laft Indies, withtlie lalanes, or piy and emoluments 
“ belonging theielo, or allowed 01 paid by the faid Com- 
pany in nfpicl theuof,^ the civil chaigcs of the goveni- 
“ ment of Bthgal are lifted at 927,045). ' 

“ That it appears to this Houic \ilnt, in .an account laid ♦ 

“ before this Houft by the Court o f IJircftois of the Eaft- 
“ India Company, an the jith o March 1785, intitled, 
VoL. XVllI. ^ Q ‘ Statif. 


Fo%* 
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** * Statements of the falaries and emoluments belonging to 
“ the feveral offices and appointments undef the general de- 
partment, levenue depaitment, and commercial depart- 
** ment in Bengal, in the years 1782 or 1783, compared 
** with their amount in 1776;’ the civil charges of the go- 
veinment ot Bengal aie Hated 31*616,556!. 

“ Hut It jp,jears to this Houfe, that, m a lift laid before 
** this Houle bv the Diu£lors ol the Eaft-India Company, 
** on the 7th ot I hruaiv 1785, the charge of the military 
eft iM lliment of the government oi Bengal is ftated at 
1,0" 8,510!, 

1 hit It appeals to this Houle, that, m an eftimale of 
♦he p oh ihk refources and dilburfements of the Bengal 
o\ PM t, fi( ni tic 3cth of April 178^}, to the ift ot 
Mw i/bs, mule up at 1 ort William on the 22d of No- 
vtin’cr 178 , a» d laid before this Hciilt by the Couit of 
“ I)i f<.Ho s (t tilt Eaft India Company on the 27th of April 
lyi the th loe f f the niilit!♦■>'fftihhfhment of the f^o- 
fi nntnt of Huiijal, t \cluhve of military buildin:;s, iiid 
(Aclufne ot the iitfais t( the piectding >ear, amounij 
«t->tiiitnt Tifie 20 ‘-) ( la or 2,.>8 i {foil i8s. qd 
“ 1 Int It ? >) 11' to'his ilouf , that the Court of Duec- 
tors or rh 1 ift-In In Compinv, in the eftimares annexed 
“ titifii Ripr'iolilt 14111 ot I ebruan, 1784, ha\t ftated 
“ to th <■ Houle i neu lurphis ef revenue in Ben^il, nclud^ 
ingth pio hire (11 dr and opium, amountin’to I, bj. ,689! , 
“ ?i J th t tht I ud Diieflcrb, in then Repoit ot tl e -^ift ot 
“ Miy 178}, hue ftated to this Houfe, ‘ 1 h it t’ (iover- 
“ noi ('eiLi d and Council of Bengal, m thf* month of bep- 
« tcinhei 1783, tianhnitted an cftuinU of then ucupts and 
“ piyments ht-tvetn the 30th of Apnl 1783, aid the ill 
“ ( f Miy 1784 ; thit Ml this ellimate, the Governor Gene- 
“ 111 ind Council Impelled to liaM cl arged every debt due 
“ by tl e Compa iv m Bengal, the principal of thw bond debt 
“ f npttd; and tohiveftattd all thetr tivil and military 
^\p iiccs including thofe of the detachments ferving in the 
“ ot’ ri prtfidtncies, according to then lugheft war tftahlifli- 
imnts up to tht ift of Miy 1784, although reduiStions had 
•* been made in thofe eftabiiftjmens, which, in that peiioJ, 
“ V i uld begin to ope t Ue conljideiahly * and that the f ud Di- 
leeftoio, ill their Repoit of the 31ft of May 1784, have 
«* faithci declared, tint ‘ they did not fee any reafon to 
** doubt, but’m the year ending the ift of May 17S5, the 
“ COP mercial profit on fait and opium, and the money re** 
eentd for certificates payable m England^ would be ap- 

plicabie 
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** plicable, ;is Bated in their former Repprt, to commercial 
purpofes, and a very confiderahle furplus of revenue re- 
** mam to be applied m aid of the other fettlemonts, Ihould 
“ they Bill need fuch aid, or in difchargc of the bond debt.* 

** That It appears to this Houic, that on the face ot the i 
cftimate of the probable refources and difbui laments of the 
Bengal government, from the Apiil 1784* to the 

“ III of Mav 1785, made up by the Governor General and 
“ Council on the 22d of November 1784, the eveefs ot cx- 
“ pedted dilburfements beyond the lefouiccs of the year 
** ending the ift of May 1785, amounts to curient inpees 
« 149,01,433, or to 1,676,411!. 

** That It appears to this Houfe, that adding the furplus 
<* cftimated by the Court of Dire6tors to the di ficis-iicy elli- 
mated by the Governor General and Council, thete is a 
difference between the two eftimates of the reiouices and 
“ difliurfements of the Bengal government for the year end- 
« mg the fiifl of May, 1785, which difference amounts to 
3,321,100!.” 

And the pievious queflion being put on each, “ That the 
« queftion be novv put;” it paffed in the negative. 

Fridayt *June 3. 

No d< bate. ♦ 

June 6 and 7. 

Not members fufficient to make a Houfe, 

WedneJjay^ June 8. 

Mr, Chancellor Fiit faid, he had feveral regulations to pro- 
pofo in the tax on females. He meant to make certain exemp¬ 
tions m the maid-f«rvants* tax, and to make up that diminu¬ 
tion by a tax on bachelors, the idea of which he borrowed from 
a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) and he was ready to 
acknowledge his thanks for the hint The hardfliips which 
had been ftated againft the tax on the females were, generally, 
tliat it would fall on the fervant, which he begged leave to 
deny. And next, it was faid, that it would fall particularly 
heavy on fuch families as had children, and were 16.111 able to 
bear it. Now, m his opinion, that was the cafe in all taxes 
where they bore on the confumption ; but he meant to make 
fuch exemptions as would, in a great meafure, take away that 
®bie£tion, Snd ilioutd, iierefore, propofe, that m all families 
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of two cHldreu and upwards, onei fervant fiiotlld Be allowed 
to every two children ol a certain agS, >^hlch, undoubtedly, 
would occafion a great diminution in the tax, how much, it 
was impofTible to lay; but he trufted tile deficiency would 
b** made up by doubling the male-fervant tait, at leafl, in fuch 
pioportion as to make every bachelor, keeping one m ile fer¬ 
vant, pay one pound five IhiUinge over and above every olhet 
tax at pielent txifhng on male fervants. 

He 1 ud, by the regulations which had been made m the 
lliop tax, he fancud a deficiency of about 20,oool. would be 
occilioiied* therefore, he was under the neceflitv of laying 
feme ne,v taxes to make gOtid that fum ; and be flio'ild if-loit 
to a luhjedi in \' Inch mny hid run befcK* him, and erefore, 
he w'as not prthenfive of its being objected to , it was on 
Cert n prat 5 l;itioneis in the law, perhaps t!ie tix might, in fome 
degue, diniinilh the nn»''her of thclf- gf ntry, but, in fo do¬ 
ing, r* t PuMi'would be tmrb bfcn'’ht#d, for, at piefcnt, 
they w K too nmneroui. lie iLm Id. tin i^lote, propofeto rule 
thefuin o+ '’O ( col. by i-i\in'> s, f ifi bv i Ii en^c, and 

next by i flamp iluty on <\r s ul they jlliei ©''tfoi an 
aiiefi He had not Iven ib i i^e exiA number of 

attoiij ^ in il.c kmpoom, hnr, as ncu i, be toillguefs, it 
was 14.'" j in Tjcpdon, a' J three thoufinu in dilfeicnt puts of 
the count! V, and yea** the m i ibcr ot w rnan*s ifTufd out 
of the K *1; s^Iench amounted to 10 000, and ill tlie other 
Courts'fo al lut an t jual number; theicfoie, he fliould (up- 
pofe, on ‘n t' erage, th t 20 ogo adlions were commenced in a 
I ^ar , and the tax, which he meant to lay on c\er) wan ant, 
v\ IS not lo much for the fake of revenue, as jt w is to ifceitaiii 
the bufin fs lone by each praflitioner, ind, by taxing every 
v/irra,it, aitormes would contribute, in piopot non, to their 
bihiit.ls and fiee the tax from partiality , he, iheretore, el- 
t.n.ai cl th tax as follows 

icoo itto'ines iii London, each to take but a licenfe, 
and pay foi thfe fame annually the fum of five £, 
pounds, which would pioduce - - 5>000 

3000 attormes in the country, at tliree pounds each, 
would produce 9000I,, but he fliould fuppofe 
theie muft be more than 3000, ind would, 
therefore, eftimate them to prixluce - iO,oop 

40,000 warrants, for arrefis, at two fhillings and 
fix pence each - . - 5,000 

StOjOOO 

The Ear o£ The Earl of Surr^ faid, having, *on former day, pro- 
mifed to propofe taxes, in lieu,of that odious one on females, 

^ he 
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he then reft to fiiMl his promire, efpeeially as ht could fiot 
find any precedant whatever for laying a taiton the fex, efpe-- 
cially on iliat part of the fex who were leaft able to bear any 
burden ot the State It hadalw,iys been the ciiftom, heob- 
Icivcd^ of gnat politicians, when they had an odions tax to 
produce, to glofs it ovei in luch a mannei as to picvent the 
evil from being feen • hut he Irufled eveiy nan miift revolt 
at fuch a tax as the prdent, and let Ins lace agamft it. lie 
was free to acknowle Jg{ , that, intaxition, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ought to he ciieful to I ly luch taxes as were 
likely to be prodiuSlive, be eahly coHeiElcd, free fiom the ex- 
cife laws, and, at the lame time, not to aflt our export trade; 
for it was that which cauled ui influx of money inio the coun> 
try—Now, the taxes he had to offer were fuch as would 
bring in iPo,oool and, he flattered himf< It were free from all 
the ohjedhons he had mentioned. T he fit ft was on filk ftock* 
mgs ; but to avoid any injury to the export trade, he meant 
It to becolk^fed not by any ftamp, but by Wjiy of licenfe for 
wearing them. 1 he next was to be coIleiSted in a fnnilar way> 
and was a licenfe on luch perfons as wore powder m the hair. 
The third was on attotnies ; and he had eftiinated that at thle 
fune Aim as the right honourable gentleman, but meant it to 
be collefted m a diffeicnt way. Indeed, he had mentioned 
the tax to the Chancf llor of the Exchequer, and the method 
he ptopofed was, a licenfe of eight pounds each on thofe ia* 
London, which, eftimated at a thoufand, would produce 
SoooU, and a licenfe ot four pounds on 3000 m the country, 
which would he i2,oool., making together the fum of 20,ocol, 
However, that tax he muft now give up, as the right ht -ou- 
rable gentleman meant to adopt it, and, of courle, dedtidt 
20,oool. from the i8o,oool. The next was a licenfe for 
wearing watches, and, he had been told, at leaft i6o,oop 
perfons wore watches. Therefore, he Ihould propofe, in liea 
of the tax on females, taxes on filk ftockings, hair powder, 
and watches, and eftimated them as follow 

140,000 perfons wearing filk ftockings, each to 
take out a licenfe annually, and pay ten Ihillmgs 
for the fame . • - 70,000 

140,000 perfons wearing powder in their hair, each 
to take out a licenfe annually of ten fhilhngs for 
the fame » - - - 70,000 

160,000 perfons wearing watches, each to take out 
a hcenle atmually of two ihilhngs and fix pence 20,000 

160^000 
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He likewife mestrit the taxes on filk fioekhigs and hnir pow¬ 
der (liould be laid on the fan\e principle, in fotjne degree, as the 
bachelors* tax ; that was, everj unmarried perlon Ihould pay 
an addition of three fliillmgs per annum for his liceufe, more 
than a petlon with a family. 

His Lordfhip protefted, that he could not find that ever any 
age or any country wifliedtotax females paitially , theiefore, 
hoped the right honourable gentleman would give up the tax, 
and, in lieu, he flioukl move, 

“ That It IS the opinion of this Committee, that every pei- 
** fon wearing ftock^ngs made wholly or in part, of filk, do 
“ annually takeout a Jicenle of ten fiidlings” 

Iffr* Drake. Mr. Drake wiCicd, that the Minifler woidj relinquifli the 
tax, and adopt thofe propofed by the nohle Loid, they iliuck 
him as good, if an exception was made for the powder ufed 
by military gentlemen, which he thought neceffary, but not 
fo much in the navy as the land firvice ; and he concluded 
with hoping, that Mr. Pitt would give way, and, in this in- 
ifance, not be the fiuidy o.ik, but the [diant and loving ivy. 
JKr. R. Mr R, Smith (Nettinglnin) thought the tax propolcd on 
filk flockings would be a nicuis of injuring the trade earned 
on at Nottingham, J>rhy, Leicefici, and parts adjacent , 
would ultimately introduce the excife laws, and aifl as a pro¬ 
hibition to the flocking trade, 

Mr Chan- Mr. Chancellor Put laid, it would be a gieat pleafuic to 
^ him if he could be relieved from the dilagieiable talk of lay¬ 

ing addition il hui dens, yet he could not klpremirking, that 
tlje noble Lord who propofed the lubfiitulci,, fell under the 
fame predicament as did all others w ho turned their thoughts; 
to finance, viz. of propofing fuch taxea as there weie the 
firongeft ohjedions againft auopting, and, for thofe propofed 
now, he fliould objed to them, for the plain fingle leafon, 
of their being only eypciimental and uncertain; whilll that 
on females was fure to be produ6five. The noble Lord had 
Jikewife not flated, how the taxes wtre to he colleded ; and 
they ftruck him, to depend chiefly on informers, which was 
not the moft pleafant way foi the colleamg of any dutv, as 
perfons of that defcription weie, of all others, the mofl de- 
tcftable to the public; nor did he fee, that, even with them. 
It would be ealy , for as the objedl was to be every perfoit 
yearmg powder, the ciiflom was fo general, that the curio- 
lity, or, indeed} what would firjl attraiSf the eye, was a gentlc- 
ipan, like his l.ordfliip, without powder, on tlie other hand, 
K was a poll tax, not that he meant to pun on the t^ord} for 
ha equally conceded the tax on ilockings the fame. 
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As to iliewing a partiality for the ftamaleSf m his opinion, 
his Lordfhip, however fond he might be of the fex, had been 
paiticularly unfortunate in his felei^ion of taxes, for both the 
filk ftockings and the Inir pow<lei would affiifl tliem more 
than th«=* tax on Itivants, as moil ^cm•^les had that to pay out 
of their pm money The nohle Lord, irom his rank and the 
offiie he belt!, might go without powder; hut thc’^e were 
nian\ perfons whoU fituations obliged them to go powdered j 
?nu, iruKd, lew g-ntlfirien choft to fee their Livants with¬ 
out, theicfire, if the let van t was to pay the tax, it would 
be an addition to llie male-h 1 vain’s tax As to the partiality 
of the tax, aiSling igainfl fennUs, it ceitainlv was the it verle , 
for the male lervants were taxed at twenty-five fliillings in the 
lowtll, and the femalt'S n only ten Ihillings in the h.gheft.— 

Mi. I’lfi laid, he meant to extmpt youth and age fiom the 
tax 

Mr FiX faid, the exemption mentioned in tlu hll woids Mr. Fox, 
of the light honourahle gentleman’s iptech mofl Cv.itiiolv 
made the ux moie palnahlcn^ an when it wa^s tiift propoU d, 
as It would not thofe who weie ktpt h df for chanty 

and half for vde; but flill he difliktd the piinciple of the tax, 
as It was unmanly and unprecedented 

The tax on male ieivants, as fir as it at^'ed as a regulition, 
he ij>proved of, hut tlu Kmale asded diref*!^ the co;i'riiy; 
for tiiere the intieafeof leivaius was in prop:)iiion to the num¬ 
ber of children As to the tax on bichelo's. being the hi ft 
who proposed it, be certainly could not obietl: to it as fir ns 
it went, but he was in hopes il might have been fo modelled, 
as to a 61 : as a wiiole, or at Icall as a chief iubilitute for the 
lemalt tax, but the right honourable g nrlemui grve poot 
encouragement to iny perfon to oftti fuhlhtutcs, as he ufed 
them meiely as additions, and continued the obnox.our ones 
liki-wift Neither had he, in his opinion, lai! the tax on 
hachtl’Ts in a proper manner ; foi n iw the gentleman of a 
fmill foitune would pn in tin finie proportion as the iich, 
and It woul 1 fall paiti ul irly heiw upon gentlemen of the 
aimv md o^hei unmarried mt n, w'ho were under the necef- 
^ Keping nt leall one inak (ci\ant; it ought theiefore. 
to l.ivebi o hid as the male-lervint tnx vvns, piop ntionably 
higher 1 Ov. dm<; . 1 *■' e numKi ! ep^ ioi the inofl fit oh ects 
ot*^ixrioi were' ; e p^ifois wlur could a'ford to keep a 
number of ler\ mts 

Asiothe‘ax s propofed byhisnobl hurd, ilMioujh he might 
not wholly approve of thtjn, yet when he w as left to his option 

to 
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to chafe hetwi^ the two^ be oertainiy ilioaW pay the prefe¬ 
rence to them before the one propofeid on females, aiul with 
refpe^ to the objedion ma^e by the honourable member 
^Mr. Smith) he conceived it tneiely meant as iuatchiiig an 
opportunity to fliew a coincideuce in lentimcnt with his con-r 
flituents, winch he had not been rcmaikable for of late, and 
he inuft be miffAen when he fuppoled it would afit' 61 : the 
flocking tiad^; in g-neral, fo» *f people uid not wt ar lilk, they 
mufl wear loine ether, at» ' e c tuld not conceive that lOs. 
per annum would -161 as a pn hibitiou. As to lervants wtar- 
kig powder in their hau, it was only in families wheie lei- 
vants Vere kept out of oflentation, and iuch families were lit 
objt^ls of taxation. As to the tax onattoiii’es, he approved 
of that recomm nded by the noble Lord, m pifft^ience to 
the one adoptr J by Mr Pitt, as he thought the lump duty 
of 2S. 6 d. would not iffc^ the attoine), but be an addition 
to the clunts’ bills, wluch at prefuit ueie e^cpenfive enough. 
bowe\ci, upon the whole, few ptifons would be fond ol 
fuggeftiog taxes, if the obncMOUs ones were not to be re¬ 
pealed. 

Mr. Cot^rtniay w'as flill of the opinion which he firft had 
when the tax on maid Pfvants was piopoled. What the 
right honour Me p'^ntkman liad now advanced in fuppoit of 
this his favt I rim i (.a^ure, cairied with it veiy little convic¬ 
tion indt-trd riif i« ^’as no argument which could do away 
onep’habk fu^^of tht tax being a tax on the Icrvant, and 
in e'crv point <1 Mf'W I’l^uiious, or more piopeily Ipeaking, 
fcuidentuu e to rl x. femak lex So much had been faid within 
doois, ji d fo much had been fa'd without doors, agamfl this 
unpopular n <alnie, that he really rntertained fome hopes of 
the >. '( f. r rtlixipp a little from his perftveience, and that 
wM ' ht- I » ,1 the neceflity of ptofUmg.a little by 

th »\ ' hiLfj \.ai given him horn lb«t fide of the Houle, 

he would, on n.aturer confi derat ion, have gone fomev\hrt 
faitber, and m conformity to the wifhes of the People, have 
totally abandoned the idea of taxing the female fex. To fay 
that the tax was not a tax upon women, but upon thofe who 
en»plo\td women, was putting them in the iituation of thole 
dtgs wlnHi were propofed as a proper luhjedl for taxation, 
and w inch, not the dog ^elf, but the matter of the dog, was to 
p'ly Hut ttill, even in*his refined mode of realoniiig, theic 
requiied not any fubttitution of logic to prove, that the 
tax would the quadiupede, and heavily too; for the 
conlequencf would have been, that a confiderable number of 
thofe animals would have fo feverely felt it, that they would 

have 
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ave been hung tip to avoid the expence of keeping them. 
This certainly would ndt hate been quite fo defperate a cafe 
with the women ; but tbeir fituation, in confequence of this 
nnpoft cn theli lervitude, would be the means of {lumbers 
lohng tliiir bread, their lioneft indufliious means of liveli* 
hood, and, in the tt d, of being drove to the neccflity of pro- 
flitiition, as the dieadful altcinative between the piadlice of 
vice and the certainty of ftarving. He wiflicd the light ho- 
noanble j ntlttnjn to leirn exper ence, and to take the ad- 
Mce of tho(( who weie hib fupciiorb in age, and who, from 
Jiving longer 111 the woild, had the adVmtige over liim, of ri- 
pf 1 judgement, and moie mature knowledge, if not in politics, 
at leafl in rtlptdl to women. As to the bui^nefs of finance. 
It no douht was a matter of much magnitude, and ai» every 
ierntoi flionid he acqu tinted with that which fo nearly con- 
cei ned the Pnhhc, he had Endeavoured to obtain all the informa¬ 
tion which hooks could gi\e him on thit point Heludread 
Monl Nf cJ ar, the Chevalier or IMadamc D’Eon, Beaumont, 
and other able in\f rtigators of that fulqeft, hut in their works, 
he hid not been able to difcover anv fuch idea as a tax upon 
women Howevei, as he was conhdent this extraordinar.y and 
unpopuhi meifuie could not originate in the head or the heart 
of the right honourable genfJcnian, or indeed in the bofom of 
Cither Enghdiman or brciichm m, he naturally turned his eyes 
to Holland, when, in leaiching thiough the Dutch library, 
he found t! at luch t tax was once piopoitd, was accepted of, 
and a< 5 fnilly it this very moment exiflcd. The author from 
■whole woiks he had this mfoimation was Mynheer Vander 
\anhow, a natnc of the High and Mighty States, and an 
able fiinm lei rto doubt 

If tiic light honouiable gentleman had gone a little farther 
into the lyftem of Dutch taxation, and confuted Mynheer 
VancKt Vatifrow’s leafons, he would have found, that when a 
fern ill I'^rvant is out of hr"ad in Holland, the Stitc iS jbhg‘cl 
to pio.ide hr her 'f his, he faid, ltd Inn to m)' acireum- 
fl'inci, which piohilflv hid c'curn 1 to il ' > * jvns 

th t cl 1 tax on thehailli/teihooil imoultiiby Jai *1 ud, 
vJ’i' ilM lionouifd them wiih a badge ol difmflion which 
tbo wtie ohii j"d to wear The profits cf tins tax went 
I ito ili^ I oel ct of tlie Bifhop of Winchefter, who »av«- it up 
for lomt Ciovn Inds, perhaps i pait df Scot’>Md yaid*—- 
Probably the 1 ght lionouraMc gentleman had fo-got, th the 
taxed girlf, when turned out of fervitude in Holland had 
p! ices of refu^>e theie were what was called mufical 11 ops, 
to which the dilcarded female could have recouiJc for bread . 
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i W ttier^ W99 no fiijirh r6cept;tcl^» and the confeqQC/ices 
of being difchargeijl on amount of the expence of the tax, 
would operate as he had already defcnbed. There were a fet 
of gentlein<'n in Parliantent, who had declared, and no doubt 
were fenous, that they would give up their own umlerlland- 
ings to that of the Mmiftcr , not that there appeared by that 
free transfer any great proof of the weight and wifdom of 
thole undt rftanaings. He was however of a diffi^rent way 
of thinkincr, and itfolved to keep his underftanding in his 
own poir mon, and not to pin it upon the fleexe of any man. 
'I his lame underftanding, poor as it was, taught him to fee 
th^ tix now under confideration of the Committee, m a moft 
odi 'V 1 ght, with all its pernicious confeqeenccs in w iiting ; 
and thtrtfore, he wiftied to make the IMiuifter a convert to 
the lame vvav of ilnnking, and to gam upon him by every 
powet he pofttlleu, to give it up for lomething lels oppiefflve 
and moie popwiat. f.e t'^leeched the right honourable gen- 
tleinin, to 'uin the lubjeef with compalliDii to the lielpltls, 
the innocent fex. in his mmd, and to recolle^l, that they 
weie perfons of no property; that they weie rhemlHves de- 
fehctle's, ai d had no proteiSfor but man. What the dillrrftcs 
of an unh ^ p) girl turned out of place would he, weie 
inoft excellnitly delcnbed by Goldlmith, in his Deicrted 
Village. 

Where the poor houfelefs (hivenng ftirnle lies, 
the once, ptthaps, in Village pUncy bkfi, 

Has wept at tales of innocence dillreif. 

Hit moikll looks the Cottage might adorn, 

Svteet as the pnimoft preps beneath ttu. thorn ; 

Now loft ro all, her friends, her \iiiue fled, 

Near her bcttaycr’s dooi fhe lays het head. 

If the right honourable gentlemin was a fportfman, he 
never would have thought of diftitfling females, for it was a 
rule with thof who weie fond of the g.-mc, never to kill a hen 
phealiint this was a circumftance wliFch any of the light 
honourable gentleman’s country fiiends could affine bun to 
be fa£f But he apprehended, that the Minifter’s idei? did not 
that way tend — he was no fportfraaii, and conitqucntly m 
levying the takes there was no diftinftion male and female 
were alike the objects of his budget. As to the exemption 
rcfpe£fmg childictt, he liked the idea, as it was applicable 
to that which he vTas very found of, increafing and multi¬ 
plying, though m the prclcnt domeftic cncumltances of his 
Umily, he had three children and a half, and therefore ffiouM 

be 
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be obliged to paj partially m that refpe^l, n» tbe iiobl^f Lord 
(Snriey) would, ir there, was a tax on powdor* TheMimfior 
had mentioned, that all under a certain age were to be exemp¬ 
ted from the ti\ this would not om’v he diflScult but a very 
df 1 L ite point to alceitain, and would be attended with all the 
e\ il iLonli q lences he mentioned in a former debite, when the 
tax-’[athtr'^rs came to pr\*into the agts of die family. The 
light honourable gtntle n.ui, when he conce %ul that the tax 
on hair powder, pi ''noff<’ I v the i obit* Lirl, would be more 
obnoxious to the fci’ ales ihaii tlie one intended, it reminded 
him of the Inus m the j.ipi- of the Lock 

O hi 0 thou le n content to ftize 
Ha I ' 1 m fi I t any haiu hut thtfc 

1 *^ hi’ h' fh n! 1 t he the h >eitv of mentioning to the 
Ij ii ' f! * (i»ouj;h \0 ha I not recoiveci any inftrudlions from 
h ^tuiMtieii sc* he h id lect'vtd then ilni ks foi the part 
h hn ^ t I 1 tion to tlif tax now hefoie the Com- 

n I I, 1 1 \ I' a)^ 1 lionoiutd w i h the alT nntts of be- 

jiig ’ I ''T t * next nenl tleilion, whuh he wifhed 
w : to Ik 1 Aik; an! ilie 1 idles pioraifed him evei> Inp- 
I nc 11 lb 11 pow i. lie laid, h-h'l to btg paiJoii of tl>e 
O V iniKt foi tal ipg nn fo much of thtir tuiio, and ftiould 
toMclude with a p.uod) on lome lints of Pope: 

Cuis* 1 be the ttxc5, how well <oc’cr they flow, 

1 Int t(B(I to mikc one lovely muJ my foe, 

Gut Mitue fcmilnl, innoccnec i fc-u, 

Oi fi om the lott-ev’d virgin lltal a teai ' 

Kir EU ltd J/fliy rofe, he faid, bccaiife his propofed tax on Sir EdwaH 
dogs nicl been nlludcd to; and he owned, h-i iliould indeed ^^^**y* 
be very well pleafed to lee bbth dogs and attornies fub'ieifl to ' 

duty though*- them both aitides of luxuiy^ and had 
coupled them in thts manner, becaule moft of tho(e who em¬ 
ployed them ought, in his opinion, to pay for an indulgence 
which he deemed in many refpedis exception iblc indeed, be 
had long wifhcd to fee a tax impoied on hi'i dnffers, mbn 
milliners, and all othus who dealt in edcminate occupa¬ 
tions 

bir Philip Jennings Clerke, Mi Dempfter, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. Eden, and Mu Morion, all faid a few Wouls; but the 
node became fo ftrong m the paffigLi, and a very crouded 
gallery, that it was impoffible to hcai any thing d.Umdlly. 

3 R a The 





PARLI^ftTE-MVARY'' A. 1785. 

Th^ qujrflion being then pwt on Loid Surrey’s motion, a 
dividon took placey when there appear&J, 

Isoes - -- - » - 104 

Aye!> ----- 22 

The refolutions were then levtrally put, whfn fomu ile- 
fultory convei latioii took place on the rcfulutions iclpcc- 
tively. 

Mr Chancellor F^tt then moved the fpllo'ving new n\f s 
“ Ih t there be paid by evtiy ptiu i nfvu liivin:> oceii 
maintd, who fhalJ rttun oi emplo' ^'^y Itmalu liivanlor 
** feivants, the fevtia) funis following 

“ lor out, and not mou, thi. additanal fum of two 
** (lullmgs and hsc ] f nee, 

“ I 01 two, and not more, five fliillin’-s 
Forthrie, oi moif, i n fin 11 ( (h. 

“ 'Jhit evtry male piifon nc\ei’having bcui muiird, 
ihall piy • 

“ lorevtiy mile ferv-^nt, ilu additnnil annual fum of 
“ tvveiity-fivL flnllmg , v ho fliill not ht f niplovtd lo' ly for 
liufliandiy or manufadiire, oi my trade by vvhirli the 
** mafler c nns i livelihood oi pioht 

“ 1 oi o'pry nindut or lu^horitv to inftiv it oi di H nJ 
“ aftioiT!, vvhtre the debtor’s dami«Tfs fnal! jikui ’ t > n i - 
‘‘ ih m forty Ihillings, theie /lull bt chaigtd i ft*.ni^’ dut) ot 
** two fliilluigs and fix pence 

“ 'Ihateveiy Solicitoi oi Attorney, mioll^'ti m myCoujt, 
** fhall'innually tak& out a ceinficate ot his leiol'n nt <n 
“ which fhall be chaigtd a fl^imp duty of hvt | oiu o>, if lucli 
“ Attorney rtfidts m London; and ilirtc po unU, if ht u- 
•* fides in any o»hei part ot (jreat Biitam 

** 1 hat allowances to brewers, felling W i m Kfsijuiiiti- 
“ ties than a cafk containing four gallons and a h’alf, bt dil- 
“ continued.” 

The bpeikcr having tefumed the Cliair, the Ilouft immr^ 
diauly rtloKed itfclf in a Commiiree on the bill for rtou- 
lating the bufinels of the Auditor and InipitA offices Jf) a 
claulc Lord MountAuait and Lord Soiu'cs aie to ictire on 
feven thoufand pounds a yeai each, in lieu ot what tlinr 
igfpeftive fituations produced, five Commiflloneis were 
appointed in then Aead, and the other blanks of the bill 
filled up. ' 


Thu^fJay, June 9. 
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Mi. Clnncfl’oi Pif d'‘Jntre«l the following meCige from 
Ills VI (] ll\, V ' iv-h w IS icul h) Jit- bj[ieik«-i5 the mtmlicis 
hi in’ thill h ils uiK vtitJ • 

“ Ifis Iv luvino 111 1/hy, fettle 1 an anrniity of 

“ 9CU0I. a i j^) c I ion m pait lot the ioj i irt lud n nn- 

“In j(f ( r hl^ d tilv htiovtd h oth r, tl i)uk( ot (tIoi- 

“ ctlh*, i 1 1.1 d Ji loin lid a hiU hailnloco aiul 

J t n 1 I in i pm luc mil li uhn«, rh it th 1 u 11 mil is 

“ nit f Iht i. In l pivniintol the fial imuutVf 

in loti'’ f ' 111 1^ s on till 1 inn ,’■econiiurds till con- 

“ IkLi ition t Ki of to t 111 Ho li and tuilts the llou will 
‘‘ iiul> iuc’i piO'j io IS III i> iiip 11 to b( u iloi ihli; tin 
< it 1) lit 1 n ii f o 1 ri fiind ( utci' hit! the 11 d uinuity 
‘ in V I j i 1 iB fut’ u, ’ 

Jh il ( M mi^figi wi up m motion, Oid*ttdtuh uftr 
i 1 to ihi C nini lit( it'" 1 ply. 

V 7 i. It M/yhiv ii> i p till m to pre^ nt to th ITonle, vt Betu- 

n’■if dll '1)1 n itiim ioi It- \c to hi Jog It to 11 ti)l,vvuht) 

till toilown ^ i inis. 

I hi\t i [(iiiion in niv hnnJ, which the lohucoiner- 
chiMts oi J 1 idf n, tl i ling to V i iici, hive dthitil tut to 
p ilin‘ t"' th liouit , hiitb^f it I mil c th tudoraiiy mo- 
t on toi Lui to bung It to youi tihl ill v m to fdicit 

111 ittmtioi ol thi Houle to t’ n-its'im hoi.i which it 

t < s it:, ii< . Sn, T vvilh t(» di-lf iih thw dirtitlf ot the 
]' titnjpjo, not m ily bccaufe tUy an m not inoft re- 
lp...ila 1 ihuii^tiis, not nierily btciiiii then link, in the 
coinr. Cj il woild IV conliderabk, but bic uife the piofjt ity 
of tlieii c njin ■* cc is effentully conuei'lcd w'lh thi, comimr- 
iul (ooip utv ot illicit llnti'n. 

Uhrn ih( commerce with Ameiici wis it ts he ght, 
thi 1111^ cits fio'n thit country to Oreit J iitiui, it v il i d at 
then ptimc coft, iraountcd to ibout 1,500,000!. ju an¬ 
num, ol which fi rn, no Icfs tliin yoo,oool. coinllfdof 
to^ cco; lo that th rude in the aiticii ot t I icco com- 
pii"cd vciy ntai one haU of all the impo^feb fioni imeiica 
to fiiitain. 

Now this impoitant t''adt, if uhith at hit pcuoil Gieat 
Biitain was exclufivdy ^j^fltflid, bu*- which, from obvious 
caufev, has fince bem ai < irturatdv iniiiiiipted^ would, 
at this line, it it weic not toi the obilaclcj Ai‘tJ ni this 
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petition, utiqneAionaldy return tO' it« anci^Qt and natural 
channel* ^ * W 

The proofs that it would do lb aic many-^ I lhall men¬ 
tion only one, becaufe I am perluaded, that one will be 
thought conclufive. I lie market of Franee annually affords 
a fale for 25,000 hogflieads of tobacco; yet wvtli all her 
jnduiftry, and much fhe has exeited, the utmofl quantity 
Ihe could obtain from America laft yeai, was laooliogi- 
heads. 

Holland, including the market of Germany, winch fh* 
ttfually fupplies, affords a fale foi 18,000 hoglhcads a year; 
vet in the courfe of the laft year, flie leceived tiom Amenca 
ho more than 5000 hogflieads, 

Thu*? it was found, that France ind flolhnd logcthci, 
' imported diredtly fiom Amenca no mote than h oi hogl- 
heads ot tobacco laft year, while ihitaiii aloiii iiiipoitcd in 
the fame time more than 30,000. 

Such IS the luiienoiity ol Fn ;1 fli maniifacft'ires; fuch tnc 
fupenor credit ot liei inerclnn*'s; Inch the picdikftion 
of the planters for the countiy ot their ancient coire 
fpondcnce. • 

But however ftrongly the tiade with Amcrici in this ar¬ 
ticle irtclmes to Its ancient courfe, to that courfe it iieicr 
can laftingly return unlefs the ohftacles that give rile to 
this petition ftiould be fpeedily and effectually lemovcd. 

What thofe ohfticles ate, I fliatll now as bneilv, yet as 
diftinCtly as 1 can, the fubjeCt being tiuly impoitant, endea¬ 
vour to explain. 

The firit grievance I ftiall mention is, the heavy lofs 
'which the merchant fuftains fiom the fmuggh ts having pof- 
f feffion of very near one half of his innk<^t as tlie law now 
ftiiids, whole caigocs may be brought inio 1^ igfind without 
thcfmilleff chance of foifeiture; the very ceitihcate which 
the Icgillature has provided foi the fecunty ot the revenue, 
» IS now become a luie protection to the illicit trader. 

I have a letti r in my hand from a met chant in one of tire 
' outport*?, w ho di fer bes to me an t fter that wls 1 rtely made 
to him of onediundied hogflieads of tobacco at a low puce, 
that were intended to be, and I am told fince, have been, 
brought into England without the payment of the ffuties, 
yet under the protection o£ legal documents. With the 
tnode of proceeding in the cafe, as it ts fotnewhat compli¬ 
cated, I will nor at prefent trouble the Honfej.but thefuc- 
cefs IS confidered as fo fure, that the fmugglers, as appears 

by 



by another Icttet of to¬ 
bacco «1 tho AmericaA i»arf 5 it fifty per w alfo 

a method ijrf’ landing contraband tobacco that df late has 
been pra^tifed with gt^sat fuccefs iiji the port of London^ 
and vsh'ch, as the tranfadVioti is coiious, I fliall beg leave 
to deltr be. 

When a veflel freighted with tobacco arrives at Gravefend, 
one of the cuftom-lioufe ofiicers who is /ent on boai J, takes 
un opportunity of going down the fmall ftair, cafe (gene¬ 
rally called the companion) that leads from the deck to the 
cabin; there, if he finds himfelf alone, he writes in chalk 
the following quellion, Have you any thing to do in our 
“ way'” Having written this queftion, he goes again upon 
deck ; the ciptain feeing tlie quefiion as he goes t© his ca¬ 
bin, lub^ out what the officer has wiitten, and lets down in 
Its room “ Yes, what’s your price'” The captain then 
retires and the officer returns, and lubbing out the captain** 
part of the correfpondence, fets down m its room, “ Fiv« 

guineas for a hogfhead of tobacco.” -The officer with- 
diaws, the captain comes back, and rubbing out the offi¬ 
cer’s propofal, writes “ agreedthen comes the officer for 
the laft time, and rubs out tlie captain’s affent and fo the 
bargain is completed. 

It any inquiry fliould afterwards happen to be made, or 
any information fhould be exhibited in the Court of Exche¬ 
quer, the officer folcranly fweafs that he nevci Ipoke to the 
captain the whole time he was on board, and never, to the 
heft of his knowledge, opened his lips to him in the whole 
courfe of his life. 

In the clofe of the evening, the veflel comes to an anchor 
atLimchoufe, from whence, as the night comes on, barges 
aie fent to tjie vefTd to convey the tobacco on fliore. I have 
reafon to believe, that a few weeks fince, thii ty hoglhead* 
of tobacco were landed m this manner from one veflel in the 
courfe of a fingle night, by which tranfuftion the revenue 
fuflained a lofs of very little lefs than 2000I. SomeLiines tlie 
civility of tbe officer goes much farther than in the cafe T 
have defenbed; fori had lately an account of the officer©* 
having brought on board, and introduced to the captain, a 
Jew purchafer, who paid him in the cabin for all the tobacco 
that was to be fmuggled on Ihore 111 th6 evening. The 
Houfc will naturally be impiefled with feelings of lltong 
indignation, that the officers of Government, the natuud 
guardians and fworn poteilois of the revenue, fliould be thus 
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fjder, lhat ^|l« falarfq of ftcn wi^I ^ot f>^i/h them 
with 'brgad. 'Placed t>f gieajt cclflndeiice, in- 

truftcd with higK valuei^ they.have not forty pounds a ycai 
on which lo li\e ^lonefty and fam iic on the one fidt, bieich 
of truft and afflaence on the othei — over men in fuch fitu- 


ations, what influtnct has Government ? To thole who muft 
ftarve if tliey ttie hdheft it is m vnn to talk, ot ddmifllon foi 
diflioneBy^ foi removal fiom office cannot heggar them lo 
completely as continiung in it w^ould do if they weie faithful 
to their ti ufl: the woril: of all osconomy is th it which faves 
hundiLfls at the evpcnce of thoufands, and invites frauds by 
flat\mg your own office!s# 

Such, Sir, are two of the modes in w Inch the market is 
fuppliedwilh contiaband tobacco, th( hrft is that of land¬ 
ing whole cargoes m paiticular outports imder the faniflion 
of legal documents; the other is that wh c h tikes place as 
1 obferved, by the conlcnt, and often with the alhl c.ance of 
the Kang’s office is. 

But there is alio a third m'^lhod, and that a sery e\tiioidi- 
nary one, ol introdiiting to the maikrt tob cco tint has pud 
no duty. h^ n a hogOn ad of tobacco is Jinded on the «ju is s, 
the law diitcts tint the Haves and heiding be knori id oU ; 
that the tohaeoo flull be wciglied; that luch put ot it as 
damaged n all be leparated nom the reH, and tin*' tli ii - 
bacco (hall then be leplaced in the ‘ind ntriv iid^ le- 
moved, during this opeiation thr* tol i<'C) lo 1 moulded 
■With fifty Ol fixty thieve^; feme ot th^nn, a ho c ill tliun- 
felses coopei*, aie futnjlhed with Ifiliiti ’pioo'-. ind have 
adzes or other implement s of tnde m thv. r h uids. J hi^le lur- 
rotond the cafk under pietence of kno( king r T the hoops 
Hives, Which IS dotie hy one oi two of th n, at the 
fi,.ne tune that they and all ^he rcH pilhge all they cm. 
i\notlier let ot tlilew^s call thcmlelvcs porters, and un ^=*r pie- 
toiice of giving then affiHance in lolling ^he toh icco, come 
m for their fixate ot the plundtr. A third let of thieves hive 
.long whips in then hinds and call thcmleJve*' cannen; 
thcle ofFer their affiHance in removing the tobacco, and to 
fay th** truth, their piicflite agrees with then niopofals, for 
th»v do icno’ie a confideiable put of it. 

I an informed by lome of the fu^ierior officers employed 
up 3 n tbc qu?\s, on whole information I have reafon to rtly, 

that ti*e bis which thefe thefts occafion to the levenuc alone, 
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amountt to 400 and fismetinies to cool. ^ wuk dariM tbo 
feafon of the arrival of tlie tobacco ' To the mercnaot^ 
the lofs 18 faid to amount to ten and fometimei to fifteen per 
cent, on the prime coft of his cargo. 

But excluuve of the immediate lofs which thefe thefts oc« 
cafion to the merchant, they bring on him a farther bfs, bp 
increafing the quantity of contraband tobacco in the market. 
Such, in faA, is the quantity of fmuggled tobacco which 
^ in the three difterent ways I have defcril^, enter into com¬ 
petition with the tobacco which has paid the duty, that the 
price of the latter is reduced in the proportion of three pence 
on a pound weight, which is one hundred per cent, upon the 
prime coft of the article, and a ruinous lofs is created to the 
importer of the tobacco, if ihipped on his own account, or 
to the planter, if the London merchant is only the configneeb 
The next grievance to which the merchant is fubjedt when 
his veftel arrives in the river is, the exorbitant amount of 
the port charges, which, including tlie fees, are faid to be 
little lefs than feven per cent, on the prime coft of the 
goods. 

A third grievance that diftrefies the merchant is, the di& 
ficulty of calculating the duties he is to pay * they are fo nn** 
merous, and fo complicated with a variety of traniadtionSk 
that the merchant is obliged to employ an officer of the re¬ 
venue to afcertaiQ their amount; for on a fii^le pound the 
duty IS fifteen pence and two hundred and forty-nine two 
hundred and fiftieths of a penny; which, on two hundred 
tons, an ordinary cargo, conftitutes an intricate and very com¬ 
plex calculation. Was I to defenbe to the Houfe the nume¬ 
rous taxes that compofe the prefent duty, fucb as the old 
fubftdp, the new fubfidy, the one-thtrd fubfidy, the fubfidp 
of 1747, the fubfidy of 1759, the impoft of three pence per 
pound, the impoft of 1779, and that of T781, together wiiht 
the two fubfequent duties, and the additional embarraiTmeht 
of the numerous and almoft unintelligible difcounts, I am 
fure the Houfe would lament with me, that there fhould hm 
fo much obfcurity in a bufinefs which ought to fie perfedllp. 
clear; they would lament with me, that the confolidation 
of the cuftoms, however unavoidable the delay, ihould bn 
deferred fo long. 

Thus, Sir^ 1 have endeavoured to ftate to the Commit* 
tee the nature of the grievances that opprefs one of the priai*> ^ 
f ipal branches of onr national commerce. 

Should thofe grievances be removed, and it would be ealp 
to ftmw that their removal li neither impradicable nor di& 
Voi..X.Vin. 3 S 
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eiife; and IhoaM the I^eiflauiFe a)^ fornidi dlh merchant 
with a'publKjwarehoufc ror^thc 6f his tobaccos, fiee 

of all cxpence, till he fhall either export them to a foieign 
market, or, -on payment of the duties, difpofe of them for' 
hlhme corifumption, this country would become the great 
j^tehoufe of Europe for the produce of Ameiica — (yrtat 
Britain would unite the advantage of a free poit to thole of 
an extenfive home market. This would be the countiy ni 
which the merchant would fell with the large/I: pioflt, as al¬ 
ready It is that in which he can buy to the hell advantage, 
and in which alone he finds an afTortment of thole goods that 
form the expoits to America. 

If the Legiflature fhould adopt this plan for tobacco, and 
gradually extend it to other obje< 5 ls, England may delpife all 
cbmpetiti'on, and- laugh at all nvallhip* flie muJI become, 
what the wildnefs of (peculation has lately prednSted of a 
neighbouring kingdom, the center of ail comiAeice, the 
gfeat emporium of the tiade between the old world and 
tlie new. 

^ The petition was brought up. 

Mr Chan- Mr. Chancelloi Pitt faid, the Houle, he doubted not, from 
fdlor Pitt, what had been ftated by the honourable gentleman, as well as 
fiOm the matter of the petitions themfelves, rauft be aware 
that thefubjedt was well worth then moft feiiou*. confidera- 
t^on, inafmuch as it deeply interellejl both the trade and leve- , 
n,ue of this kingdom. Late, therefore, as it was ni the lef- 
llpn, he fhould think it his duty to offer fome proportions to 
the Houfe refpefting it immediately; for which reafbn he 
bagged leave to give notice, that on Monday next he would 
nsTove for leave to bring in a bill relative to tlie futuie legula- 
tiqn of the tobacco trade. ^ 

Monday yune 13 . 

Mr Chaa- Mr. Chancellor Pitt role, lie laid, in obedience to a mef- 
cettor Piu. fage from His Majefty, the fubffance of which he was now 
to refer to the Ccmfnittee. The fund of four and a half per 
cbnt* duty m Barbadoes and the Leeward lHands, was found 
totally inadequate to the various purpofes to which it hod hi¬ 
therto been ap^mpriated. He enumerated feveral of the 
H charges for which this fund was anfwerable: *the annuity 
9OQ0I, to His Royal flighnefs the Duke of Gloucefter, 
tljie annuity to his own family, the falaries of the refpe^ive 
governors and the inferior omcers, and other unavoidable 
, ^ ’expendituje^ 



cxp^i^ure^ Ind i^uced tUs fund fo ail «I)TW, of a fern qtot 
lefs than 56^0Q61«‘*-^ir-he annual iec:6ijf>t of he 

was not more than ao,ocx5l. and the charges to which it 
was fubjedled, full 28,000!.; fo that m a period of feven 
years the lum of 56,000!. had been accumulated. He truf- 


ted the Committee would be difpoled to en|bracc any rojifon* 
able mode which could be fuggtHed for rendering the provi- 
fion for a part of the Royal Xamily fubllantial and perina- 
nc nt, for paying the faiary of the governors, ;yet m arrears, 
and fuch other debts as had been incurred by a dependence on 
this uiiprodu6tive fund. His Majefty had. therefore, pro- 
poled a transfer of the 9000I. granted to His Royal 
nels the Duke of Cdoucefter, from the fund above mention¬ 


ed, to the aggiegate fund, during the continuance of anadl 
made m the liilt year of the piefent reign, entitled, “An 
A6l for the Maintenance of His Majefty’s Houlehol^.** 
He therefore moved the Committee to enter a refolutioti^ to 


that edeft. 



bir rhthp-Jenmng^ Clerhc faid, he fhould have been glad SirP J, 
to have heard fiom the right honourable gentleman by what Chikc. 
means it was intended to fupply the deficiencies which he 
had ]uft now flated. , 

Mr. Chancellor P/K faid, the honourable Baronet’s ijhef- ihpi 
tion would be anfwered by what he held in his hand. He bd&litt, 
therefore moved the Committee, “ That the fum of 56,600!. 

“ be, in like manner, transferred, as due on the Civil-Jtift 
“ efiabliflnnent.” 


The Houfe went into a Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, “ That a duty of four pounds 
“ be inipofcd on all hawkers and pedlars, over and i^boye 
“ all other duties or taxes to which they were already* 
“ fubjedted.” ^ 

Mr. Dempfter fpoke againft it; but the motion was 
agieeJ to. * ^ 


^uefdayy June 14. 

The order of the day being read for the third realltft^ of 
the bill for the better exaniming and auditing the pdiblic 
accounts, 

Mr. Hujfey offered to the Houfe feveral objeiiions. In Mr. fifrfi 
the fiift place, he obferved, that the inftitution of a newfty. 
board of five auditors, in addition to the mcumhiance which 
the compepfation to bo made to the two exillirtg auditors of 
the Imprdft wouVlhaye on the Puhlio, was not warranted or 

, 3 S * juftified 
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jiiftified cn the ^inciples of expediency, nor findlUied by 
the recomm^datlon of the regort.of the Commiihoners; 
and, in the lecond place, he faw no reafon why the piefent 
auditors, under proper rellridltions and regulations, might 
not anfwer every purpofe of reformation expedled from the 
new fyftem: He was determined, therefore, to take the 
fenfe of the Houfe on a meafure from which he expedted no 
good efiei^s, and which was to add a burden on the Public of 
iQ^oooI. perannum. 

Wt. Mr, Rofc replied very fully, explaining that the falaries of 
the prefent auditors of the Impreft were eftimated at about 
349000!. a year; that was 17,000!. each. The commutation 
W48 to he 7000I. ; and the falaries annexed to the new infti- 
tution would be no burden to the Public, as they would ac¬ 
crue from favings. 

Mr. Fox faid, that at the prefent period of thefcffion, and 
in the fmkll attendance of this day, which, by the bye, was 
not lefs than mull be expedled m future, the Houfe would 
exoufe him from not entering at length on a fubjedl of fetch 
^ importance, as Ihould certainly have been agitated m a fuller 
Houfe. He mull, howeVer, even now fubmit to them one 
ground of objedlion, which was as femple as it was obvious: 
he meant the extenllon of patronage this bill fo evidently 
aimed at, He could not but cqnfeder the prefent bill as en¬ 
tirely calculated to mcreafe undue inllucnce by the creation 
of new, important, and lucrative olfices. He remembered 
the time when the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
was among the fqremoll to recommend tl|e bills for rellrain- 
ing that mnuenpe, or, at leall, declaring that it ought tq be 
diininlihed. He alfo remembered when the right honouuble 
I > gentleman thought it convenient, and indeed found his ad¬ 
vantage in decrying that principle m the Tndi^ hiU which he 
made now no fcruple of introducing in tins; for a Minifter 
to nominate in Parliament the perfons who camp to bll an 
importi^nt department, was confederpd, in that meafure, as 
highly unconllitutioiial, but muft be thought wholly inno¬ 
cent in this. "Who the peifons were whom the Minifter in¬ 
tended to appoint, he was now unacquainted with; but be 
they who they might, he was confident th<it no recommenda¬ 
tion of charadler or fituation could apply more favourably on 
this occafion than m the former one he now alluded to. In 
the prefent cafe, he could mean no perfonal reflexion on men 
who were not yet known; but tliat circuinftancc enabled 
l^im to rpeak with greater feeedoin, The right honourable ^ 

gentleman * 
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gentleman inuft csittj hts in^airy beyond the limits of this 
empire if he expefted to find perfons in whom i trufi coul4 
more fecurely berepofed, or who were lefs likely to abuic it, 
than the perfons to whofe appointment he in that inllance 
objefted. Circumfianced as the bill was, and not fo oVer 
anxious fer the prerogative as others appeared to be, he was 
not difpleafed that the perfons to be appointed were to conti¬ 
nue quamdtu fe bene geffermt^ and not fubjefl to the changes 
and fluctuations of Adminiltration. %He would, however, 
recommend to the right honourable geiftj^an to be explicit * 
on the fubje( 5 t of the new auditors being elh^ible to Parlia¬ 
ment, as it might be productive of fome difputes. 

Mr, Chancellor JP/« moved, “ That the Twelfth Report xv Cbcs, 
of the Commifltoners be readwhich being done, he ar- 
gued from it, that though the Report did not recommend the . , 
new inflitution, it was far from being averfe to it, and dif- 
approved very highly of the prefent fyftem. 

The Attorney Genei al faid, he believed his right honourable The A«»»- 
fi lend would have no objection to a fpecial claufe for exclu- 
ding the new auditors from a feat in Parliament. 

After fome farther remarks from Mr. Hufley, Mr. Rol^ 

Mr. Fox, and Mr, Gilbert, the Houfe divided on the third 
reading of the bill; 


Ayes.75 

Noes - -- -- -- --15 


Majority - - - 60 

On the report from the Committee on tlie Excife Jurtfdic- 
tion bill, the Attorney General (Mr. P. Aiden) fpoke to the Th* Attor- 
following efFeCl neyOeuml 

I have many objections to the bill-—it is irapoflible, at 
any rate, that 1 can give my confentto its pafllng this yeai, 
for It IS a bill of the greatelt importance, and requires much 
confideration. 

The honourable gentleman who framed it, Rated with 
great eloquence, at the time he introduced it to the Houfe, 
the principal obJeCts of his intended reform. Two of them 
every man mufi: approve—I mean the introducmg into one 
aCb the provifions of former aCls, and tiie reconciling thofe 
provisions to each other* This part of the bill is executed 
With great ability, and, if unconnected with his third objeCt, 
would receive univerfal approbation. But the honourable 
gentleman is not contented with this limited plan *• he wiihes 
to extend to Bxcife cafes the trial by jury; fie wiihes to give 





|pa 


Mr Beau 


tiM fut)je^ an option^ ^ueftjons of 

Excif^. Sir, it ^s jttbt‘to'foiefec'infinite 

mifchief frdth this part of rfao bill. The rev»,aue could 
nevei be colleiStcd—the trial by jui^ is nol luflicicnt to en- 
foico the colleflion — and every man, if theif was an infor¬ 
mation agaiuft him, would claim the right of trial by jury. 
It WQuld be impollible for the Court of Exchequei to go on. 
Why, Sir, there aie fix thoufand caufes tried cveiy ycai in 
the lummary courts. Now, it all thelc cauf s were to be 
^brought into the Court of Fxchequci, how would it be pol- 
fiblc foi the Court to proceed ? — Sir, it is very dangerous to 
diftuib the fettled oi ’ i ot things, and to levcrie eftabhfii- 
ments that have ftor a the tefl. of a centuiy. 

1 or thcle reafons, Sii, I fliould hi\c objected to the bill 
as It ouginally flood; but the alterations that ucie made in 
it in the Committee oblige me to objert to it for another rea- 
fon, which IS, that while it miy do a greit deal of mischief, 
It can do no good v\hatloe\ci. The principal ai tides of 
Excife are excepted fioin the geiieial opei i ion of the bill. 
Now It may do a gieat deal of mifchicf by niakiqg thole un- 
jwty who aie concerned m the excepttd trade, and wlio will 
think they ha\e as good a right as thin neighbours to the 
trial by juiy , and it can do no good, becaule the nurabei of 
aiticlfcs on which the bill will be pcirnitted to operate will 
not hi lufficient fbi the puipofe even of expenment. 

Foi thele ii-alons, I fliall move that thi faithei confidera- 
tion of this bill lie adjourned till tins diy thice months. 

, Ml. BeanJ^oy lephed to the Attorney (jencial nearly in the 
following woids 

In rifing to combat the doubts., and anfwei the objeflions 
of the learned gentleman near me, I am lenfiblc I fliall 
/peak undet circumfiances of unufual difadv mtage ; for, in- 
dcpendintly of the apprfehenfion I naturally fscl of his ta- 
lenls and profi Atonal knowledge—inde*pendcntly, too, of the 
weight which his pcrional cluiader, in othei iefpe£ls, gives 
to his aigiuncnts, I have alio to contend with the authority 
hf denies from the high office which he holds in the State. 
It IS, howevtr, an encouragi ment to me to know that he 
Wiflics his opinions lliould be fairly examined, and unrefer- 
vtdlv difcufftd. and that he does not require that any thing 
fliould iH conceded to authority which is not eftablifhed by 
qrguinent. 

i lom the doubts expreffodi by the learned gentleman^ 
tlirce qucllions anle — 

jft. Whe- 
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lii. Whether tlier^ be any juft reafbn to complain of iha^ 
law as It now ftands ^ ^ 

ad. Whether the adopting the principle of tins bill will, 
in pradlice, be attended With any hazard to the revenue, of 
with any other inconvenience in pn.Slice 5 

•^d. Whether the alterations made in the hill, m its pro¬ 
gress through the Committee, have not deftioyed the poflibi- 
lity ol Its bfcmg ufeful ? 

The firft queftion, then, is, is there any inconvenience in 
the prefent law? Sii, as tlie law now ftands, the officers of 
the revenue may refufe to the fubjedt, in all cjueftions of 
JBIxcife, his right of tiial by jury, to the total difiegard df 
the common law, and of all tlib maxims of our ancient ju-, 
iilprudence. 

In eight and forty hours he may be convufted in penalties 
that lhall devoui his whole fortune, that lhall deprive him of 
the means of life, and reduce him, at once, from aSluence 

to beggary. , i 

If the penalties which are thus impofed fliall he more thartf 
his all IS fufficient to difcharge, impnfonment inevitably fol¬ 
lows, and' that too of a duration to which the law has af- 
llgned no limit. If he cannot pay the penalties, the hour 
that releafes him fiom his piilon will be that which cariies 
him to his grave. 

Let It alfo be remembered, thattlicfe afflidlive, thefe ruin- 
dus convulsions may be brought upon him by the judgement 
of men who are in norefpedl his peeis, and who, as oificeis 
dependent on that very revenue, againft the mterefts of which 
he IS fuppofe'd to have ofFt nded, are, in lomc mealure, par¬ 
ties againft him. 

To incrcjife the hazards of his fituation, the teftimony of 
a fingle witnefs is made fufiicient to convict him, and that 
witnefs IS under the ftrongeft temptations to perjury ; for 
he know'S tKat he is* entitled to one half of the goods that 
lhall be foifelted, together wnth one half of the penalties 
that fliall be impofed upon the accufed, if judgement fliall be/ 
given againft him. "1 hus the witnefs is impelled to fwear 
forcibly by the certain knowledge that if he can deftroy the 
fortune of the accufed, his own will be eftabliftied on its 


are m 


ruins. 

At this very hour the Commiflloners of Excife 
polleflion of a feizure, whofe value is fuppofed to be little 
lefs than ten thoufand pounds—1 mean the late faizure of a 
}arg^ quantity of fpirits from Scotland. 


Now 
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Novr if the Commiflioneriof feccil^ itiileadof diise^ting 
^ their officer to firbfecute in the Chtirt of Exchequer* Ihould 
themfelves proceed to judfeffient dn this important 
caufe, as by law they are enipowered to do, the witnefs, if the 
goods are condemned, Will be entitled to no lefs a fum than 
floool. 

I do not mean to fay, that to a man who has fcarcely a 
livelihood, whofe all is but 50I. a year, the profpedfc of ob¬ 
taining 500®!. would hold eut fuch a temptation to perjury 
as he would not be able to refill — my experience of human 
nature does not jufiify fo harfh a conclufion ; but confident 
I am that his wilhes, at leaft, would be adverie to the ac- 
cufed. that a bias, infenfible perhaps to himfelf, but llrongly 
operative on his evidence, would perpetually lead him to 
thofe circumftances in the cafe that are moft prefumptive of 
guilt, and would urge him to declarations partial, at lead, 
and fraught, at the bed, with coloured fadls and mutilated 
truth. 

Thus, as the law now dands, the fubjedl, in eight and 
forty hours, may be dripped of his fortune, and impnfoned 
for life, at the difcretion of an arbitrary court, on the evi¬ 
dence of a fingle witnefs, and that witnefs under the dronged 
temptations to perjury. Does the learned gentleman leally 
think that on fuch evidence^ by fuch judges^ fuch pemltitf 
ought to be mfiitSled ? 

There are alfo other dangers to which he is expofed; for, 
without eitlier fault or negleiSl on his part, he may 1 ^ de¬ 
prived of the common privilege even of the greatelt crimi¬ 
nals—for he may be condemned unheard:—nor let it be ima¬ 
gined that the members of this Houfe are mtereded on this 
occafion only in the caufe of others. There is not a gentle¬ 
man who hears me that is not perfonally liable to*the fudden 
and fummary procedure of this deipotic court. Has he for¬ 
gotten to enter his carriage ? or does^ an infcu'mer faifely 
charge him with not having entered it ? or does the informer, 
who perhaps has feen him coming down to the houfe m the 
carnage of a friend, charge him with ufing a carnage for 
which he has paid no duty > In fhort, is there, upon any 
ground, bad or good, an information ^aind him ? If there 1$, 
and the law is executed, a fummons illues for his perfonal at¬ 
tendance on the Commiffioners in three days time, or the no¬ 
tice may be fhorter if they pleafe. The fummons being 
thus iflbed, the law does not require that it fihould be given 
t« him. If jt IS left with his fervant, or with his child, or 
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in the keyh^ ^ his it is 

the law TOTukes no inoi»i If ,he n in towi^ jfp 
ceive the lummom: if he is in the coantt^^ it is^ibmhf 
polhble he fiioutd receive it. His ifervant, perhaps^ 
him the piece of paper, of which he does not know thtf 
meaning, with his letters, by the poft; but it arrives to0 
late . for, in the mean time, guilty or innocent, he is con¬ 
demned for non-attendance — judgement is given againib 
him • — perhaps, anxious to prove that, at leaft, he was not 
a voluntary trefpalTer on the law, he haftens to town—Sir, 
if the law is executed, he will find an Excifeman levying on. 
his goods, and the officers of jufiice in poiTefhci' of his 
houle. 

I know that, in thefe mild and beneficient times, the Com- 
milfioners of Excife have too much difcretion to execute the 
law in Its utinoft iigour, or to give to its operations fuch un- 
necellary fpeed, efpecially towards perfons who are in thd 
higheft fituations of life but I alfo know that there is no¬ 
thing but tht ir difcretion to reflram them. 

i am Icnfible, too, that the right honotiiable Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, from that legard to the rights of the fub- 
jeiSt which governs all his proceedings, has given notice of 
his intention to bring in a bill for entrufiing to other hands 
the colledlion of the duty on carriages but 1 am likewife 
fenfiblc that wliat 1 have Hated is, at rlus hour, the law, 

I am peifuaded, too, that the Houle will not feel their de¬ 
lire of relieving the People from a hard and oppreflive law m 
any degree diniiniihed by the confideration that they them- 
felves are no longer expofed to its effedfs. 

The only queftion with the Houfe will lie, will this bill be 
attended with any hazard to the revenue, or be any impedi¬ 
ment to the pradlice of the courts ^ 

The learned gentleman is of opinion that both thefe evils 
will follow—'I confider myfelf as at ifiuc with him on thefe 
points.—Let us examine the proofs. 

Firft, then, he declares, that the revenue could not be 
colledled under this bill; for that the procefs of trial by jury 
IS not fufficient to enforce that colledlion. 

Sir, theie is certainly one defcription of cafes, it is thdi 
which IS expreflly excepted by the bill, in which the trial by 
jury would be too flow to arreft the progiels of fraud. This 
defcription of cafes confifts of all thole which are diftin- 
guifibued in law by the forfeiture of double duties. I will beg 
leave to explain to the Houfe the meaning of the term. 
VoL. XVIIL 3 T Wheii 
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When any ()ci(forf who is fufc^ewtothe Excife laws refqfes or 
rtej^lb^ to the duties with which he is charged, the law 
he Khali forfeit double the amount of the duties 
which he thus withholds. Now, in cafes of this foi t, no 
other pioct-fs but that oi the fummary courts can fulfil the 
intention of the law for, if a diftiller fiiould refufe the pay¬ 
ment of the duty which anfcs from the fpirits he manufac¬ 
tures, his foi tune, if he is confideiable m his bufinefs, would 
, accumulate by that detention at the rate of five ihoufand 
pounds per month, find, before the flow procefs of tiial by 
jui y could ha\e giseii eftedl: to the law, he would have letiied 
w itli enormous uc dth, beyond the reach ot the Government 
which he had thus defi luded. 

It IS tlieretoic undoubtedly requifite that all cafes of the 
foifeitnre of double duties fliould be determined in the funi- 
mary couits; and accordingly all thole c ilcs arc excepted m 
exptels teims fioin the gmtnl operation of the bill. 

'1 bus thecolleiSlion of the revenue is efii (Sfually pi0te6lcd; 
for that col!e( 5 >ion i!> tnfoiced by the forfeiture of double 
duties; and all Inch riles of forfeiture are by this bill ex- 
preflly eveept^d from the chuige which, in othci ijueftions 
of Lxcili, It piopoles in the law. Does tlie learned gentle¬ 
man know of ny othei defcription of cales in whicli the 
fudden ind Inmm iiy procedure of a delpotu coutt is lequi- 
iite lor the fici nty of the levenuf > — I know of no fuch 
calcs —the two Ounmiflxoncrs of the Ivxcile, who wvre 
appointed by the lloaid to repoit their opinion of the bill, 
knew of no fuch cvlfs — I am peifiiadal the learned gentle¬ 
man hiniltlf ha' iioiu to produce. 

Sii, 1 cannot picvail upon myfelf to take lease of tins 
part of I he fubjcA without alTuring tlu Houli, and 1 lejoice- 
in being aiilt to do it, that in the cale or a foileityreof dou*- 
ble duties, which forms, as I obferved, an exception in the 
bill, the powers of the fummary court cannot be employed 
injuiioully for the fubje< 5 l; foi it happens that in queftion* 
t»f that kind thtii is no dilcrction in the court; and wheie 
til It is no (liltretion, there cannot he abufe. 

'1 Iiat the judge can have no difcretion m any cafe of the 
foit I ha^e defcnlied, will be evident, if we conlider that m 
lurln rale «-lie tiuth or fallehood of the only charge to which 
the lubi/w'^t IS evpokd cinnot be a matter of doubt; for the 
cluige m. ll I e th it he h i'^ not paid the duties required by 
law. if ]ti« has paid thofe duties, proofs the molt 

conc]’iU''e aicccitainlv within his reach. 
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For, to fay nothing of the number of cfeik$ who are ge- 
neially m the office at the tune of fucfi payments; to lay 
nothing of tlie chance that other perfons weie attending 4t 
the lame time for the fame puipofe (the diy ot payment foi 
one pel foil being alwavs a day of paynunt foi many) it is 
evident that the produ&ionot the receipt which ii> mvaiiahly 
given IS conclulive evidence in his fi\our. 

^Thus it appears, that with regard to the queftion of fu 5 V, 
the Court can fcaiccly be fud to be poflclled of anv dil- 
CiCtion, foi the pioofs murt; be decifive, and igiiiilf fuch 
evidence they never, foi obvious leilons, wiil veiituie to 
d'*termine. 

With refpeiH; alfo to the extent of the penalty to be in- 
flif'T^ed, till re is no difcitlion in the Couit unlelj it ! t that 
of mitigation m favour of the luhiecf, foi the ptn.iliy is 
Ifiidfly defined, it is double the amount ot the duty unpaid; 
It cannot be extended, theie is prccifion in the law. 

Sii, I lejoice that while the exception in the hill effi fin¬ 
ally guaids the collection of the levenut, jhe lafety of the 
fuhjedt IS not raateriilly dimimfliecl. 

that the Lamed gentleman will tell me peihaps, that al¬ 
though I have m this m inner effctflually piovicled aganill: any 
immediate dangei to the iavenue by the duties being wftli- 
held; yet, that eventually the revenue miy fuller by tlie 
Court of Kxchctpier being overwhelmed with bufinef^, for 
the learned gentleman imagines that ever y manufa£tuier will 
take the benefit of an Exchequer lint. 

To determine how far this is Iikelv to be the cafe, let us 
examine what are the conditions ind what the difidvantages 
of the removal of a fuit from the (umraai y jniiidichon to the 
Court of Exchequer. 

In the firil place, the expcnce of the tnal, even if he fuc- 
ceeds and obtains a veiilift in his favour, wnU not he lefs 
than fixty oi eighty ^louncls, and it he does not fuccecd, it 
will be double that fum; for, m cafe of forfeiture, the 
Crown, depaiting from its ufual lulc, demands coils of the 
defendant. 

Thus the decifion of a caufe in the Court of EythequQr, 
brings upon the lubjedl an expcnce at leaft of fixty, and pei¬ 
haps i2ol.; whereas in the luminary courts the tual will 
coll him nothing. 

In the fecond place, the fubjecl will recolleft, that the 
court which tries by a juiy, has no power to mitigate pe- 
^lajties . if his caule is decided m a fummary jbnfduSlion, and 
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judgemeat fWdd be given agakft him, the rigoors of the 
law may be fo&ened by the eoropaffion the Court, and 
the penalties prefcnbed the ofience be reduced to a Fourth, 
perhaps (for this is often the praClice) to a twentieth or a 
fortieth of their amount. Whereas, m in the Court of Ex^ 
chequer, the whole penalty muft be levied. It will be ex- 
a<£Ied to the utmoft farthing. 

In the next place, the (ubjedl will conCder, that if his 
goods have lieen wrongfully feized, and judgement in nis 
favour Ihould be given by the fummary court, nothing can 
bar him of his right to fue the feizing officer for damages: 
whereas, if a judgement in his favour ffiould be given in the 
Court of Exchequer, the Barons may deprive him of his 
right of adtion again ft the officer who wrongfully feized; for 
they may certify, that the officer had a probable caufe of 
feizure, m which cafe no adliou againft him can be brought. 

Under all thefe circumftances of difadvantage, I am con¬ 
fident that the fubjeiSt will claim his trial by jury, only in 
two defcriptions of caufes. 

He will claim it in caufes of great magnitude, where the 
confideration of the expence of the trial is loll m that of the 
value to be tried. 

And he will always claim m any caufe in which he fufpefls 
that the judge of the fummary court has conceived a preju¬ 
dice agamll him. 

“ I know” (he may fay) ** that my neighbour, the juf- 

tice, is my enemy; I am confident he will give judgement 
“ againft me, with a view to blaft my charadlcr, ruin my 
<« trade, and deprive me of the means of life. In this fitua- 
** tion, I am determined to throw myfelf upon my country; 
*< I am confcious of my innocence; and be the expence what 
“ It may, I will be tried by my peers.” 

Such are the two cafes in which the fubjedl will take his 
trial by jury; and God forbid, that yj either of thefe^cafes 
that trial fhould be refufed him. 

Does the learned gentleman imagine, that cafes of this 
fort will be fo numerous as to overwhelm the Court of Ex¬ 
chequer with bufinefs ? Is there any likelihood m fuch a fup- 
pofition 5 

But, fays the learned gentleman, ‘‘ Other cafes will oc¬ 
cur, for you are to recoiled, that the party does not al- 
wavs confider what his intereft requires; he follows the 
“ didlates not of his intereil but of his attorney.” 
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My aafwer is, it i« not the attome^V to rooots- 

mend his client to the Exchequer; if iMi livea sii toWn^ 
he muft employ a clerk of the Cdttrtf and if he lives in thf 
country, lie will employ an ag^nt, and that agent draft 
employ a clerk thus, the fees will be confumed, and the 
attorney will find, that he has the conduift of a barten 
fuit. 

The laft objeftion relative to the practice that has been 
urged againfl the bill, is founded on an idea, that all the 
illicit manufaiflurers of the kingdom may combine together 
to overwhelm the Court of Exchequer with inntimerabio 
fairs. For if, fays the learned gentleman, there fhould b« 
fiich a combination, the Court would 1 % unable to try 
the multitude of fuits, and juilice would at once be fuf* 
pended. 

Sir, there is, it mull be owned, in this obje6lion, fome- 
thing that impofes on the fancy; the imagination is ftartJed 
at the vaft magnirade of the fuggeftion. But let us exa¬ 
mine the iuppofition on which it refls, like other^chimeras, 
that imnofife for a moment on the fancy, it will difajv- 
pear on a nearer view, and leave the judgement undif- 
turbed 

T he fuppofition is, that the fraudulent dilliller at Bnftol, 
who conceals from his neareft relations, and from hts moft 
intim ’te friends, the fecret of his frauds, will enter into con¬ 
federacy wji'h the wax chandler in London, the fope boiler 
at Coventiy, and the flarch maker on the banks of the 
Tweed, to tranfgrels the law publicly, with a view to en- 
fnre a profecutioii for the purpofe of removing all their fuits 
at once into the Exchequer, in order to dillrefs the judge* 

He expedls this from men whofe fafety lies in the conceal¬ 
ment of their frauds; he expedls this from men who know 
that difcovery will bring numberlefs officers upon them, who 
will charge them with double duties, to be fued in the 
fummary courts. He expe£ls this fiom men who know, 
that if they obftruiSl thofe officers, mduSlments mnft fol¬ 
low, which, together with the profecutions for double duties^ 
would enfure expeditious rum, even if the Court of Exche¬ 
quer fhould be utterly abolifhed. 

When the honourable gentleman talks of combi natioti 
among the illicit traders, to opprefs the Exchequer with 
a multitude of fuits, I am furpnied he does not alfo ex- 
prefs his fears, left a fimilar agreement among the thieveg 
and houfebrei^rs of the kingdom fhould overwhelm the 
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Court of Kji]igf« B^ch, »nd drive its venerable magiftrate 
from the fudgement May they not fay, with an equal 

chance of fuocefs^ “ Let os agree that each of us fliall break. 
“ the peace on one and the laine'day; let each of us knock 
“ down his roan ; we lhall then have nothing to fear; for 
the indiflraents for affaaks will be too numerous to be 
•* tiled. The judges will renounce their offices m defpaii, 
“ and leave us to purfue our occupation without diftuibance 
** from tlie law.’’ 

The leained geiitleiTi'tn through tlie whole courfe of lus 
argfument reafons in fuch a way, tlLvt things which arc 
fcaicel) poflibleare leprefentcd, hrft as piobablc, and after¬ 
wards .IS certain; bis fears are proofs of a f.incy wonderfully 
fertile; they are proofs of an anxious fohcitude for tiee 
welfire of the Public, but they ar6 fcazs which foher fpe?- 
culation cannot but condemn, bccaufe they aie luch as prac¬ 
tice can never realize. 

The learned gentleman had alfo another rcafon of dilqaie- 
tude that leemed to imprefs his mind w ith unufual alarm, 
which was, the number of caulcs that are adfnally tiitd one 
year with another m the Uunmary courts He Hates them, 
and I believe the ilatement to be tiuc, at more tlian booo— 
Now, what,” (fays he) ** will be the conlequence, if all 
theft caules fliould be brought for trial to the Court 
of Exchequer 

Sn, the Court lias no fuch event to fear; for every ro.m 
who knows any thing of the excife, muft know, that of 
thefe fix thoufand cafes, a vciy laige proportion aie calesof 
unclaimed goods, which the owner, confcious of guilt, is 
afraid to .acknowledge to be his, l>ecaufc, upon that atknow- 
Jedgement, penalties afct.ich. Now wheie theic is no cUi* 
niant, theie can be no removal of the luit. 

Of the reft of the fix thoufand cafes, by much tli« largtft 
part are cafes of fmill foifeitures, or of ptmalties that are 
lets than twenty pounds, and which arC almoft always mi¬ 
tigated down to five, a fum fo very inconfideiahlc, that few 
Vntn would conteft its payment at the expence of an Exche¬ 
quer fuit. 

Thus It will be found, that if this bill fhall pafs, the 
numhci of additional lints that will be tried in the Exche¬ 
quer, will not he more than the Court will be able to de¬ 
cide. And fliall we, in order to avoid this fmall addition 
to the bufinefs of the Court, (h.ill we perfift m withholding 
from the lubjeft that right of tiial by jury which the com¬ 
mon 
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inf>a law of the land and ancient conHittttlSiytaVO pvea 

him ? Shall we fay to the fubjedlr, we athnft th# yoiir wilhcs 
are conhilent' With jnfttce; we admit the lan^age of 
reafon is on your fide; that the Conflitutron pleads ftrongly' 
on your beiialf, and that the fame principles which fuppoit 
the general law of the land do alfo fopport your caule; yet 
we cannot comply with your willies, juft and realonnble as 
they are, left the Baixiiis of the Exchequer ftiould lay, left 
the fervants of the Government, poficdled of vaft emoioments, 
ihould l^y, we have given tliein additional trouble, and in- 
creafed tlie laboar of tJieir office? 

Among the objecVions which the learned gentleman’s in¬ 
genuity has enabled him to urge againft the bill, one there 
was winch exceedingly furpnlcd me; it was that which he 
diew fiom the claufe which the right honouiable Chancel- 
loi of the Exchequer propofed in the Committee * that claufe 
Ims undoubtedly rendered the bill a bill of experiment, and 
lias confined that expenraent to a {rhall number of articles, 
ba, if that claufe has leflened the \alue of t}:|C bill, that di¬ 
minution of Its merit is not chaigeable on me; I never pro¬ 
pofed the plan as a plan of experiment, not meant to give a 
partial and mutilated operation to tlie bill; yet, if a perfoii 
tor whofe judgement 1 hive the Iiigheft ref|)e£l, thinks that 
a trial of the bill ftiould he made on a few articles befoie it 
is generally adpoted, I have too mack confidence m the re- 
fult of the expeliment to abandon tlie fyftein ; for I have no 
doubt, that if tried on a few articles this yeat, it will next 
year be extended to all. 

The learned gentleman has told the Iloufe, that he dif- 
Jikes innovation tn the anoient fyftem, grown reverend by 
time, and by tlie praftice of a hundred years. Sir, the credit 
of the trial ^y ^ury has little to fear from any arguments 
drawn from the antiquity of thofe courts that have ufurped 
Its privileges, and trenched upon its right. Does the learned 
gentleman talk of the pVadltce of a ceminw? Sir, the 
trial by jury was old among our anceftors a tiioufand years 
ago. ^ 

But in fa<ft the learned gentleman has little to fear fioni 
the innovating effeifts of the prefent bill; for though it gives 
an optional right of trial by jury m revenue caufes, and 
reftorcs to the fubjeift a privilege which the excife, ufurping 
upon the common law, has im|uftly wrefted from him; yet 
It will not materially difturb the fettled order of things, nor 
mtroducc any violent innovations in the practices of the day. 
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tbe bili propofes to eftabliAi. as latr» * 

The ComatifiiOiaers of Excife generally refer to the £x> 
dieqiier all catties of importance, all thofe which relate to 
^li value: but though the fubjed in fuch caufes gaierally 
has a trial by his peers, yet, as the law now flands, he can¬ 
not claim it as a right; it is granted or withheld at the will 
o£ the o£&cer$ of the Crown, for the option is with them ; * 
whereas, if the bill ihall pafs, that option will be with him. 
lor my own part, 1 am perfedly convinced, that if the 
dmice of the court were veiled in the fubjedl, the fummary 
jnxifdidlion would almoil always be preferred; for he would 
then conilder that junfdi^ioR as a refuge from expence. 
He would value, when ofl&red as a privilege, what he now 
detejfts, when forced upon him as a burden; he would find his 
convenience liberally confulted, without any invafion of hla^ 
jights. 

But perhaps it may be faid, « If you approve the pre- 
^ fent conduct of the Comiffioners, where is the necef- 
**• fity, or where the advantage of your propofed reforma- 

tion?** 


Sir, Is It no advantage to relieve the fubjefl from a 
defpotifm, which, however lenient the exertion, fells his 
mind with alaim, and wears down and corrodes his hap- 
pmefe ^ 

The fnfpended fword, though it did not fall, was fulH* 
cient to difturb the tranquillity of the feail. While there is 
danger >» the 'law there ean be m fafety for the fubjeff. Have 
not the Commiilioners of excife a power to deprive the fub- 
jedl of the benefit of the general law of the land 5 ^ Have they 
not a power to exclude him from his right of trial by jury, 
his ancient hereditary privilege ? Have they not a power to 
break down the fences hy which the Conilitution endeavours 
tq guard the liberties of the people; and, having this power, 
(lull It be faid, that there is no danger to be feared for tliat 
all the Comouifioners are honourahie men ^ Sir, it becomes 
vs to confedet the nature of the tribunal and the permanent 
conilitution of the Court, not the variable charadlers of thofe 


who happen to prefide u|>on its judgement feat. The Corn- 
miifeoners of Excife may finooth the hideous features of the 
Jaw, or conceal tluera uitirQly from view; but the nature of 
the law is ftiU the fame; the power of the court is IbB de- 
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rpotic« It were foil fl^«ed to ruppofe,, that the tugifl« bas 
loft Its force becaafe it is little employed or^hapj^i^ to be at 
reft. It 18 an engine admirably caJcolated for tne eftabliftt- 
ment of arbitrary power, and of a force iu'iEcient for rts end 
whenever a hand ihall he found to give it its full operation. 

Such IS the cafe at prcfenr, hut*if this bill ihatl pais, the 
danger of the contrnance will ceafe, the beneiit only will 
remain. 

Sir, 1 will trefpafs no farther on your indulgence, and in¬ 
deed 1 am much concerned that I have troubled vou lo 
long, for 1 am perleiSlly itnfible, that if this bill /lull be 
fupported by the Houfe, it will owe tli.it fuppoit not to any 
arguments of mine, but to their warm and 7 eaIous attach¬ 
ment to the principles of freedom, to the general hw of the 
land, and to tlic \ncient conilitution of their country. 

Ihe Soluitoi General (Mr. Macdonald) fpoke neaily as t le^olio 
follows **• iteHw 

Sir, 1 cannot allow the account which the honourable 
gentlduan has given of the excife iyitem to pifs without 
obfeivation ; 1 lliould be loriy indeed, if that lyftcm flionld 
he confidertd by the people in general in the very hideous 
light in which the energy of his language has enabled him 
to defcribe it. There is no fvitem, howevei excellent, whofe 
defeats, if brought together into one view, and coloured by 
a man ot ft long feeling, mignt not be leprefented as too 
niopftious to be borne. \Vcie fach a pcrfoii to fay, for m- 
ftance, tliat theie is a countiy wlurein there is tw^elve hun- 
died capital oftences, twelve hundied ways in which the 
iubjedf may Ihcur the foifeiture of 1 is hfe, who would be- 
he/e that it was of England he fpeaking^ My honour 
able fiRnd has defcribed the excife laws as an lufnngiiimGnt 
of the Conftitution, and a breach of the common law (Tflie” 
land Sir,*I lliould be veiy unworthy indtcd to weir the 
gown that mirks my profeffion, if I did not entiielv agiee 
w'nh him in this part otdiis fpecch; but at the fame time he 
niuft illow me to May, that the neceflities of the revenue 
have faperfeded othci confiderations, and to thofe n^icefti- 
ties tliC eftabiifliment and the continuance of tlie excifo 
fyftem has undoubtedly been owing. I'he lionourable gen - 
tleman himfclf confefles that the praiSlice has been mil4> 
though the law has been fevere. 

Hence it follows, from his own ftatement, that no poli¬ 
tical ills have? refulted from the fyftem, and that the altera- 
|:ion he fuggrfts can only be made with a view to the exr 
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cellenee of tiio principle on whidi' it ts founded, and not 
With a vien^ to the redrefs of ahj real and a^^nal exifhng 
grievance. Now, whethe* for the fake of removing fpccula- 
trve inconvcnicnciesj ir be worth while to hazard the un¬ 
known etTedls of a confidefible change, the Houfe will un¬ 
doubtedly determine. I know the honoUraMe gentleman 
himfelf apprehends no danger ‘o the revenue, «nd if I could 
think the opinion of any one man a fufiicient proof that there 
IS no rifque in fuch an experiment, f certainly fliould be fatjf- 
fied; for I know he has an uncommon knowledge of the fub- 
jedf, and I equally know his zeal for the feivice of hi| 
country. 

As to my own opinion of the bill, I muft conf^f^ I can> 
not ftate any particular ohjedlions to jl, )et J am inclined 
upon the whole to the opinion of iny learned friend, that 
' the bill may be dangerous; and it is, at any i.ite, of too 
much importance to be paflP’d at this late pciiod of the 
feffion. 

Mr, Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt fpoke immediately after the Solicitor 
dlorhtft. (jeneral, and expreflld bmiitlf in the following manner : 

If the dread which my learned fiiend near me feems to 
entertain of the probable conlequenccs of this bill be at all 
well founded, or at all hktly to be reahled in practice, I 
Ihould undoubtedly think with him, that the bill ought on 
no account to be permitted to pafs. On the othci hand, 
if the frightful pidfure wl'ich my honoeuiblc fiu nd who pro- 
pofed the bill, has drawn ot the lyflein of eAci{<, were taken 
from that fyftem as it aiftually exilh in piadficc, I {liould 
certainly be difpofed to agree with him in thinking, that 4 
reform is abfolutely requiUte. 

But I am much inclined to believe, that both of them are 
to a certain degree miftaken ; and that the truth,* as is ufual 
m extreme*-, will be found to lie between tlieir oppofite opi¬ 
nions . for I cannot agiee with my K^irn^d fi lend in thinking, 
that this bill would be attended with thofe dangers to the 
revenue, or be produ^ive of all thofe difficulties in the prac¬ 
tice of the Court of Exchequer, which be Items to appre¬ 
hend* a id I can as little agree with my honourable friend, 
in reprol:sting the fyftem of cxcife as mconfiftent with the 
liberty and ha pinefs of the People. He himfelf is com¬ 
pelled to ackno,', ledge, that the execution of the very fyfienni 
he condemns has h^en produdlive of no inconvenience; and 
He is obliged to reafon upon the principle, and, as he thinks, 

perm- 
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pernicious tendcwy of the law, and not upon the pca^ce, 
which he allows h»s been uniformly juft. He wifti^, how- 
evei, that an SlteratKm may be made in favour of the liber¬ 
ty and therefore of the happinefs of the fubjeft * but I would 
remind the Houfe, that if the revenue ftiould be injured, 
both the one and the other rauft be injured; for, upon its 
rt'venue, m the piefent lituation of the country, the very 
exiftence ot its happinels and liberty depends. 

Without meaning theiefoie to ftatc luch exceffive appre- 
henfions of the hill as the learned gentleman has defenbed, 
hut at the fame time vvithout being prepared to give my af- 
lent to the bill, which I am not the more difpofed to ap- 
prov'e, from its being introduced by an inveftive againft 
the excile, I am inclined to fuppoit the motion for poft- 
poning Its farther confidcration till this day three months. 

Mr, Beau fey rofe a fecond time and fpoke to the folio w-r Mr Boi*, 
mg eftc£t! 

As it Items to be the wiili of tlie Houfe that the confide- 
ration of this bill fhould be tefened to another feflion, I fhall 


not oppole the motion which the learned gentleman has 
made. But as 1 am anxious to prefs upon the attention of 
the Houfe, tlie expediency of pafling this bill as eaily as 
pofliblc aftei tlie itcels, T will take the liberty of ftati ig to 
them the fentiments which better judges than myfelf havse 
f xprefled of the grievances which this bill propofes to remove. 
One of the Commiffioners ot Excite, a man of acknowledged 
ability, and the highcft honour, compl lined to me a raw 
days fince, of the uneatintfs he felt m being obliged to adl in 
a judicial capacity, under the prefent law; for, fays he, 
“ The tubjedl is compelled to take me for his ji 1 ra, and has 
no appeal fiom mydecition. now, he who dc*'ides under 
“ luch circumftances, ought to be perfo^lly fure that he pro- 
** flounces an unerring judgement. But what man has a 
** light to think ^hus confidently ofhimfelf^ Liable lo mifr 
takes as to the fa61:, and to mifapprchenlion as to tire law, 
« I decide under ciicumftances m which no man living ought 
« to decide who is not an infallible judge whereas, if the 
“ fubjedf had his option of the court and ftiould chute me 
« for his judge, I Ihould feel no uneatlnefs in deciding to 
the beft of my ability, however impoitant the caufe: for 
in that cafe, iiivoluntary.imperfeAions could not be urged 
« as a chaige againft me—d^ HQt force ntylelf upon 
« him.” 
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With this refpc^able oplhioh, the fentitnents ot the late 
Judge Blatkilone feem to hat^e entirely eomcided: for he 
certainly thought th i the fiihjeft^ ih&uld not be reftndled in 
excofe quffljons to the Courts of Ekcife ; tie held, that it the 
goods of the tradet ihouKl he feized as forfeited, and, as fuch, 
jhould be condemned by the Commiflioners of Excife, tlie 
condemnation thould not he confidered as final and conclu- 
Tive, Theollicei he thoight Ihould he liable to an aiStion 
for damages, md the dccihon of the caufe be refeired by thiC 
means to the judgement of a jury. If this opinion of Bhck- 
ftone’s hid been adopted by the other Courts, it would haie 
made i condcinmtion of goods by the Commiflioneis of Fx- 
cife little hcVcr than nugatoiy, and would mdted have abo- 
liftied IS to any ufi tul purpole, the juiilduStion of the fum- 
mary tribunal: but he leemed to think, that nothing could 
' authorile the depriving the fubjeiS of the right of a trial by 
his peers 

Ihete IS II d^ed a feverity in the Excih hws, that uhtle 
aright of tinl by jury is withheld, mull render them ob- 
jeiSts of ihhoncnce to cveiymaii who regards his freedom 
or values the conititution of his countiy. It, for example, 
a debtor to the 1 xcife has fuirendeied to the officers of juf- 
tice, and given lip his body to the law, the procefs agimfl: 
him IS not, as m oihci cafes of debt, doled by that furren- 
der A wairant will ilTue to levy on his goods, his houfe- 
hold furniture is lei/ed, the lafi bed is taken fiom his ti¬ 
nt ly ; for igunfl: the execution of the warrant, neither fick- 
nels nor the infirmities of age, nor the helplelTncfi of infancy 
are any phi. Thus to the dreidfnl prolpc£l: of imprifon- 
ment for life, i fufficieut punifhment for J1 crimes but mui- 
der, IS lupeiadded, the mifery of knowing that his family 
is deftitute of bread. 

Sit, T do not fay that this law is unnecefTuy, I do not fiy 
that it ougl t to be repealed, however hjimanity may plead for 
that reptil, but T do fiy, that the execution of lo fevere a 
hw ought not to he entrufttd to an aibitrary judge there 
IS bittcrncfs enough in the law itfelf, it wants not this aggra¬ 
vation 

i ill ih s haidJhip of a defpotic tribunal fliall be removed, 
by ill- optional right of a trial by jury being given to the 
fubjrd, the interefls of the revenue will always be at vari- 
nnee wi'h the iipl’ts rnd pnviVgcs of the people, an nppo- 

fit'**!! wh eh no ti end to the revenue can poffibly wilh to 
proio: £• 
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fP’ednefdayy June 15. 

In the bill for impofing a tax on male fervant®, a claufe 
was introduced exempting officers in full pay, undei the rank 
of field officers, from the tax, if their lei\ant was a foldier. 

Ml. Courtenay moved to extend the exemption to officer® 
on half pay. 

On a divifion, the numVis were, 

Ayes ---------2:^ 

Tsocs . ..57 


Mondi)y June zo, 

Mr, Jlttotmy Gtnetal give notice that he intended to bung ivfr Attor^ 
m a bill to legulatethe tutuie tltiStions for Weflminllei, and aeyCieawBl 
to limit the dur ition of the poll to a certain peiiod, ' 

The Houle went into a Committee of Supply. 

Mi. Chancellor Piit flated the c.ile of the American Loy- chsif- 
ahfts. '1 he whole of the rlaiins given in, he lud, amounted teliwr Put. 
to between lour ind five huiidtcJ thoulind pounds; ot this 
fum 471,0001, hid been allowed by the Commiffioners, to 
whom that luquiiy had bten icteiied by thehte Pailiainent. 

Thole Commilhoners had made a icturn ol the number of 
claimants, and the amount ot their claims very ludicioufly 
divided into Icparatt claHt* in the fiill chfs, which confil^ 
ted of but thirty-hvcn pcifon , were included thofe who had 
.dillinguilhed thcmfelves by ceitam matciial fervices, and 
* their claims amounted to i8i,oool.; the next elds conlifted 
of luch as had borne .irms in our Itrvice, ind had adlually 
fought the bittlcs ol Hritaai; among whom were coinpr led 
thole who had toiiiik,rly hded with the Americans, but had 
afterwards come over to is on the laith of proclamations. 

This laft defcription, thoi^h peiliaps Jels imritonous than 
the former, might vet*bt thought by foine more entitlfcd#to 
remuneration, bvcauk they canie in undei Ipccific engage¬ 
ments and promdes; the claims ot this elds amounud to . 
C6,oool. Hefarihti enuintrated aclalsof claimant, whofe 
loiles were admitted by the Commillioiicrs at about 157,000!,, 
thofe were perfons no other way dillinguilhed than merely 
by their lol&$. Another dais conlifted ot thofe who, ha¬ 
ving refided m England during the whole war, had luffered 
under the chargr ot iiculiality. The htuation ot tlioie 
people was fuch as not to demand that immediate rehef 
which juftice and hunamty c-llcd for on the part of the 

ot^y*rs; 




I 

Others: he ihouM not, therefore, include them m the mo¬ 
tion he propofed to mtr^uce; ^hut, at all events, their claims 
vcre not vei'y important, amounting only to 33,000!. It 
was not, he laid, bis idea that the whole of thefe claims 
ihould now be difcharged; and m what he propofed fliould 
be done, he intended to have a view to tlie probability of 
fome of the fufferers receiving that amends in another place, 
to which they were entitled on the grounds of public faith 
and national conndciice. He ihould for the prefent piopoie 
that the fum of 150,000!, Ihould be granted for the purpofe 
of paying fo much on account to the American Loyalifts, by 
way of affording them a temporary relief. This lum to be 
appoitioned to the fcveral clajOies, accouling to the rate of 
foity per cent, on ihp allowed claims of the two firfi: claff s, 
and of thirty per cent, on thole of tlie others. He faid he 
was the moie happy in thus fuggeiling an adl of benevolence 
and juilice, becanle it could be effedted without any diredl 
burden on tlie people. How this fum wms to be railed wi^ 
not at preient lo unmedutely his duty to explain until the 
Committee of W.i>s and Means Ihould fit, for the prelent, 
theiefoie, he ihouJd only mention, that the plan for raifing 
that fmn was by 1 lottery, which, from the propofals he had 
received, hehad leafon to calculate would pigduce the fum qf 
151^,000!. He tliprefore moved, 

“ Tlut the lum of 150,000!. be granted to His Majefty 
« for the pr'’fcnt relief and on account of fuch peifons who 
have fuffered m their rights and propel ties, and have given 
“ fatisfadfory proof of the lofli-s they have incuned to the > 
Commiilioners appointed foi that purpofe.” 

'Hie refolution was voted, 

7 ucfdayy Juhe 21. 

On the repott being brought jpp, which voted 150,000!* 
to the Loyalifts, ‘ 

Ml. MattiA faid, that though he had not the honour of 
ticing much acquainted with eitliei ot the refpedlable gentle¬ 
men who had undertaken to examine the claims of thofr per- 
fons Called American Loyalifts, yet, fiom the general good 
chaiadfcr he had heard of them, he had no doubt of their be¬ 
ing worthy of any truft that could properly be tepofed in 
them; but tliat Ue thought that m matleis whete the inteiefts 
ot the community wtie deeply concerned, that the repre- 
fi'ntatives of the Ptopk fliould, a" far as n poffible, fee into 
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every thing with theit own ey«&# He tni^ed he was totally 
free from any fpint of cruelty or revenge ; but that he conl4 
not but make a di£^rcnce in hi$ own ttund between two de* 
fcriptions of Loyalifts, namely, fuch as ihould appear to 
have aded upon principle, however he might differ from 
that principle, or lucli who had iacniiGed then opinions to a 
narrow felf intereff, and always ffuck to that fide which 
tliey thought at the time moft likely to prevail. That it ap¬ 
peared to him that the weight of numerous, inconvenient, 
and complicated taxes fhould make the Houfe of Commons 
more careful how they lay frefh burdens on the People, and 
that a fuller inquiry into the hiftory and prefent circum- 
fiances of the Loyaliils leemed the more proper, as it would 
j^robably be found that the fatal American war was continued 
to that pernicious length by their encouragement and inftiga- 
lion. He could not but think that the promoters and oblU- 
nate adherents to that wai, if they had the decency of re- 
p( nfance for the milchicfs they had occafioiied, fhould Hand 
foith and offer to contribute largely upon this odcalion j that 
the noble Loid, the great champion of that war, the gen¬ 
tleman who was ready to pay thiitecn ihillings in the pound 
for carrying it on, the Miniher who rejedled Mr. Penn’s pe¬ 
tition, alfo leveial diflinguilhed filends of the prefent Mini- 
fler, and the v inous defc riptions of pet Ions who had enriched 
thcnili Ives while the poor weie flarving, fliould make lomc 
amends to the Public by tafing their burden of indemnifying 
thofe of the Loyaliils who fhould appear to have really afled 
•upon principle. The noble T.oid, it was true, had fre¬ 
quently, with a triumphant air of undaunted courage, called 
loudly for inqi ii y; hut the noble Lord ought not to affnme 
much ment for fuch challenge. Mr. Mai tin laid, it appeal¬ 
ed to him to ffavour little more of courage than infulting a 
man whom it was known would not fght, for that this coun¬ 
try had in great meafure loil its breed of noble bloods, and 
was funk m indolence, fclfiihnefs, and indiffeience to the 
public welfaie. That the man who for many years they 
had moft trufted to, had joined m clofeft bauds of political , 
fueiidfliip with the perfon he had taught the nation to exe¬ 
crate; and though he fays m his defence that they differed 
only refpedling that tnfimg bufinefs of the American war, 
the right honourable gentleman contradids himfelf com¬ 
pletely by differing in the higheft degree from the noble Lord 
pn amthcr liitUy trijirng^ umiiUrcJiMg fubjefi^ namely, the 
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reform of Rarlla^imt:; liik thefe bonBs are to be fodiftb- 
]\ible» and this amiablB com«e£lion to laft eternally* 

Mr* Martin faid, that upon this occiifion he could not but 


lament the feeming injullice of the Public m the violet 
rage manifefted ngamlt the prefent Minifler on account of 
an injudicious tax, when at the fame time they feemed com¬ 
pletely to forget ihe enoimous grievances of the American 
war, and the never-to-be-forgotten mlult on the Public, in 
the coalition of the two men who had fo violently and lo 
conflantiv oppofed each other dunng the couife it. 

Mr. Martin faid, that in legard to a lottety, he fhould 
be very foiry if it fhould be necellaiy; ior that it was always 
attended with infinite prejudice to the morals of the people, 


and greatly promoted the pernicious and deflrudive practice 
of gambling. That deeply imprefled with the ideas which 
he had, he feared, but very imperfeflly endeavouied to com¬ 
municate to the Houfc, be ftiould humbly move, 

'J hat a correfl: lift of the mmts of thofe peifons who 


‘‘ have delivered m their claims to the Coromiflioners foi 


“ fettling the claims of the American Loyalifts, be laid be- 
“ fore this Houfe fo foon as it can be made out, together 
“ with the amount of each original dr mand , and likewife, 
“ what has been allowed by the Commiffioners tO each 
claimant.*^ 


After reading the motion, ]\Ir Martin faiJ, that if it fliould 
appear clearly to be the geneial fen'e of tlie Houle, that the 
paper moved for ought not to be giantfd, he wi uld not trou¬ 
ble geiitlemni with a divifion, but that he fliould vvifli the 
motion to Hand on the [ournals, that the Public might know, 
that their reprelentativrs had not been wholly in attentive to 
the fuhject, and tint jome fubflantul rcafons had bet.n given 
why It would be improper that luch a paper fliould not be 
laid before the Houfe. ^ 


Aftei feme farther debate, the repoit was read a fecond 
time and agreed to. 

The Houfe then refolved ilfelf'into* a Committee, on the 
motion of Mr* Pitt, to take into confideratioii a propolition 
for making fomc alteiation in the pielent laws rcfpeftmg the 
colleflion of the duties on the article of tobacco. Mr Gilbert 


having taken the chair, 

Chan- Chancellor Pitt informed the Committee, that the 

eeliorPm fmuggling of tobacco had mcreafed to a degree trul^ alarm¬ 
ing to the revenue: the confumption of this article in Great 
Bntam was immenfe, he was fure that he fhould under-rijte 
It if he was to ftate it lo low as twelve millions of pounds 

weight 
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weight every year the neat duty oh this quafttity, if k was 
paid upon the whole, would amount, after every dedu<%ion 
for dilcount, See., at is. 3d. and a fmall fraftion per pound, 

750,0001.; but fo fuccefsfuJIy bad the fmuggling of to¬ 
bacco been earned onj th.it the duty did not, on an average 
of the laft three years, exceed 380,000) Tiie Cominittee 
would therefore, he hoped, agree with him, that this article 
being fo eligible for taxation, it would be highly expedient to 
devile fome means for colle£ling the duty upon the whole 
of It. 

He concluded by moving, ** That the Chairman be direc- 
** ted to mo\e the Houfe, for leave to bring in a bill for the 
“ better fecuiing the duly on tobacco.” 

After fome debate the bill was ordered 

The Solicitor Genn a! (Mr Macdonald) moved for leave The Sohci- 
to bring in the bill for regulating ele£lions for the city of ‘or Genenl 
Weflminfler 

Mr Fjx animadverted on the condufl of Miniftry with Mr F®*. 
refpedl ti) f'ulinefs, and gave reafons for a‘flerting that it 
was not ntceirary to make new laws for the regulation of elec¬ 
tions in Wertminfler. 

On a divilion the numbers were, 

Ayes . - - - 55 

Noes - - - - 21 


Thurflay^ June 23 

The Soldiitor General rofe, and defired the attention The Solici- 
of the tioufe, while he ftated ftiortly to them the heads 
of a bill winch he licld in his hand, for the better prevention 
of crimes, and more fpeedy punilhment of perfons found ' 
guilty. He trufted that every peifon within and many 
without thl Houfe, muft have found the danger there was 
in walking the public flreets in the night; fo much fo indeed, . 
that few perfons cou^d wmlk without fear, or lay down on 
their beds with iafety for gangs of fix, eight, ten, or twelve 
peifoiis together, made it a pra^ice to knock at peilons doors, 
and immediUely rufli in and rob the Houfe Now the bill, 
he h.id to produce, was not to extend the fesenty of the pre- 
fent laws, but merely to enforce them with more certainty; 
for it was geneially ohferved, that feserity did not anfwer fo 
well as moderate laws properly adminiflered, and therefore, 
little or no new laW would be introduced, but in fome re- 
Apedls It would he found necelfary to diaw the cord a little 
tiiihter than at prefent, and particularly in the vagrant aifl, 
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by extending that to objects a litde higher than what at pre- 
ient was confidered to come within the meaning of that term. 
He obferved, that the chief reafon of the prelent bad ftate of 
tlie police, was owing more to the defe^ of the executive 
power, than to the defeft of the laws; for the prefent laws, 
properly put m pra6lice, would, ma great mealure, remedy 
all the evils complained of, but, by being negleiSled, the 
thief went on progreflively, firlf, from the pickpocket to the 
houfebreaker, next to the highwayman, then to the murderer, 
and then to the gallows, and it was a notorious faff, that 
eighteen out of twenty that weie tried, did not exceed eigh¬ 
teen years of age , and moft of them, m all probability might 
have been fived fiom deftruffion, by being flopped m the 
firll inAance But if alked, Why was tlie laws fo badly in- 
forced in the cities of London, Weftminfter, and Southwark? 
To wh’ch he could anfwer, the reafon was plain the ma- 
giftiates wt re employed in paroclual bufinefs, and had a mul¬ 
tiplicity ol othci conciens, which prevented them from at¬ 
tending folely to the duties of their office as magiftrates , and 
few perfon^, he feared, could be found to give up the whole 
of the.r time without being paid for their trouble Another 
rtalon llicie w'as, thit as a great part of the profits of a juf- 
tice’s cleik lay in fees, it was his bufinefs to foment difpuUs, 
for the fake of getting double fees from recommending the 
patties to male the quarrel up, and many of them weie in 
ice With the per.ons who made thieftaking their employment, 
net foi the fake of lufiice bur of profit, as had been feen at 
a late tiiai at the Old Bailey, where two men fwore away the 
life of a perfon faliely merely for the reward. 

Hiving Bated the outlines of tlie bill, he concluded with 
moving, “ For leave to bring in a bill for the better preven- 
non of crimes, and the more fpeedy puniftiment of them 
“ within the cities of London and Welfm'ufler, t^c Borough 
“ of Southwaik, and certain pails adjacent,” wdiich was 
agreed to. • , 


Mt)ndc\)y 27 . 


The Attor * The ^rrttcy General (Mr. Arden) faid, the police bill 
Cfcncial. honour ibL* friend (the bolicitor General) 

(lid not go to that extent he wiflied it. He then moved, 
I hat 11 be an inflrudlion to the Committee appointed to 
“ prepare and bring in a bill for regulating eledlions for the 
“ City of ^^'e^lmln^ler, that they prepare claufes to empower 
“ relurnirg officers to examine wituelTes on oath, and alfo 

, “ clauLi 
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claufes obliging them to make the return of members ac- 
“ cording to the exigency of the writ.’* 

He explained with refpe£l to the firft, that it would be un- 
reafonable to expert, that every perfon coming to vote fliould 
be a competent judge of the qualiHcation ; and therefore, his 
oath fhould extend no farther than to prove his identity, 
that he lived in fuch a place; went by fuch a name, and be¬ 
lieved himfelf qualiHed to vote The fecond pait he thought 
required little apology, and would at leaft have the concur¬ 
rence of a right honourable gentleman (Mr box) who felt 
the inconvenience of an irregular return, and had declared 
hi tlie Houfe at the time the Icrutiny was agitated, that he 
wpuld be glad to have the matter tried under Mr Grenville^s 
hill, which would give him more fpeedy and efFediual jufricc. 

'1 he object of that wifh could be accomphfhed by the prefent 
hill, and a fimilar proceeding to that, lo much complained of, 
pi evented from happening in future. 

Mr fox faid, that it would be needlefs for him to repeat Mr. Fox. 
the fame obje£lions to this motion which he urged againlT: a 
former one in the courle ot laft week, and whu-h weie now 
equally applicable. Having confidered this to be a period of 
the feflion by no means proper foi the introdudl'on of huh- 
iiels which was cxpedled, and ought to hiVc coine hefe’e, 
he found the objedfion prcls with equal force in the preh nt 
application, as in the former one. But before he fhould r 
the fenfe of the Houfe on the qneftion, he would iii ll remark, 
that the right honourable geiuleimn’s propofiiion did not 
come much recommended by obliging the voter to fw'ear only 
to the belief of his qinlificition. 

He then came to the fecond regulation, obliging the officer 
to make a leturn of members. This would be a very pixjpet 
one were the law any other than it now was but as it con¬ 
tained no do( 5 lrine that was not already^ recogn'7ed by every 
decifion of the Hou^p, eitrept thofe ddagreeahle deviitions 
in the cafe of the late fcruiinv; as it maintained ro prin¬ 
ciple which was not expieflly laid down in the body of every 
aft of Parliament, ar declared m the preamble, hemi»ft refift. 
the futility of re-enafting what w.is already enafted, and pio- 
viding againfl a conduft m future which could not now be 
purfutd without the highelt criminality in the returning of¬ 
ficer. He could not avoid confidering the final clecifion of 
the Houfe with relpeft to the Icrutmy, as declaratory of tbefe 
Sentiments, and therefore conceived them bound even by con*- 
fiftency, to oppofe a tacit acknowledgement of tbit conduft 
bing legal- which wis fo univerfally reprol>ated, and wlnch^ 
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Mr Chan* 
celior Put 


could not find even the fiiadow of fupport except jo the un- 
conilitutional confiru<5itions of the learned gentleman, and 
feme otliers engaged in the fame caufe. 

1 he learned gentleman had thought proper to remind him 
of fa' ing, that he willied to have the bufinefs come before a 
Committee undei Ml. Grenville’s bill, but he did not fee how 
that could lead to an approbation ol this regulation, being 
only a complaint of having that juftice withheld to which he 
was intitled, and vvhich, if duly obtained, would have laved 
feveral thoufand pounds. After this, he had no other view 
to confider the regulation than a'> a lalvo to former imfcon- 
dudf This fpecies of remedy he was always avcile to, ap¬ 
prehending that it would tend more to tlie repetition than the 
future prevention of mifcondudl. For thefe reafons, he was 
refolved to oppofe the motion. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid tliat the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, in treating this fubje£t, entirely loll fight of, or Teemed 
to forget thole arguments he ufed when the Icrutiny was car- 

S on, and perfectly mifieprefented the caule of thcir final 
on It w'as not beciule they thought the ferutmy ille¬ 
gal that they put an end to it, for if it were fo, they ceitainly 
would have complied with the motion for eraling it from the 
Journals But finding it not lihelv to mfwer ihe puipoie 
for which It was intended, they difcontinued it on motives 
of expediency only. The regulations of Ins learned fneiul 
was by no means redundant or explanatory of uhat was al¬ 
ready law, for there was nothing either in the relolutions 
of theHoufe, or the ftatutes, which rendered a ferutmy ille¬ 
gal after the expiration of ihe writ, and the nioft. zealous op 
ponents of the ferutmy could lliew no difference in principle 
between the late and the'former fcrutiny for Weftminfter, 

Mr Fox and Mr. Pitt charged one another wit*h reforting 
to declamapon and unfounded aflertion 

The tjuellion was put on the Atiorne^y General’s motion, 
on which a divifiou taking place, the numbers were, 

Ayes 4*7 

. 


• Friday^ July i. 

A debate occurred in the Committee on the bill for im- 
pofing a duty on hawkers and pedlars, in whxh Mr. Demp- 
fier bore the moil confiderable part. On a motion to leave 
the chair, they divided, 

Ayes 
Noes 


12 

47 

Monday^ 
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J^/fonday^ July 4, 

Mr. Btaufov introduced a chain of motions refpeifting the B«ui- 
Bntifli fiftiei les by a fpeech to the following efte<ft 

[ had the honour, a few days fince, oi preienting to the 
Houle a Report from the Committte appointed to inquire 
into the Hate of the Biitifii tiflienes, and into the moH t fFec- 
tual means of their extenfion and impioveinent and I now 
nfe to dilclurge the duty which, as cbairnnn of ihit Cnm- 
inittee, 1 owe to the lloule and to the Public, hy moving, 

“ That the Houfe do now refolve itlelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, tor the purpole of taking into confi- 
deration the particulais of that Report.” 

Sir, 1 am fenfihle, that at a peiiod of the feffion fo far ad¬ 
vanced, and fo thinly attended as the pielent, it is neither 
ulual, nor, generally fpeaking, defnahle, that new huhneis 
thould be introduced yet, in that W'hich I have now to 
piopofe, theie are circumftances that perhaps may incline 
the Iloufe to the opinion, that its difcuffion ought not to be 
poftponed. Ihofe ciicumftances are, the approaching ex- 
pirition of the temporary law which grants a hoonty on the 
tonnage of veffels employed in the fifhery for herrings ; and 
the obvious expediency of determining by a6lual experience, 
before it does expire, whether that bounty can be made et- 
fetSfual to ns end, and ot couHe, whether itouglit or ought 
not to be'renewed. Hitherto that bounty has opsiated as an 
nlelefs evpence, of little lets than 20,oool. a year to the Pub¬ 
lic , and has amounted, upon an average ot the laft ten yeais, 
to leventy-five per cent, on the value of all the fifh. that has 
been taken by the veffels on which it was paid 

Now, before the temporaiy law which g.ves the bounty 
expires, add belore petitions for its rtnewal arc received, it 
is highly requilite that the Houfe fhould be able to detei- 
nnne, bv a fairer expentaent than has hitherto been made, 
whether tlie failure of the home fifliery has arifen from iri- 
fuperable obftacles m the nature of things, in which cale a 
continuance of the bounty would be an ill-judged and unwar-, 
rantahle wafte of the Public income , or whether it has not 
entirely anfen fiom that fyflem of injudicious regulation that 
has accompanied the bounty and contracted its effeCts. What 
the nature of the fyflem is, the Houfe will eafily nulge, 
from Its general outline, which, with their permiflioi\, 1 will 
endeavour to defcribe. 

Here the Speaker obferved, that what Mr. Beaufoy feemed 
preparing to (ay, would be offered with more propriety after 

the 
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the Houfc flroulJ have rcfolved itfelf into a Committee. Mr. 
JSeaufoy acquiefccd, and the Houfe having rcfolved itfelf into 
a Cominittee, Mr Beaufoy addreiled the Chairman in words 
to the following 

Mr, Hamilton, ■— The failure of the herring fifliery of 
Britain has been noticed and generally lamented, but the 
caufes of that failure have never yet been clearly afcertained. 
The Legillature granted genteel bounties, unqueftionably 
ample, and has at the fame time prcfcribed the fyllem by 
which the filhery fhall be conduced. But whether the re¬ 
gulations fo prefcribed, are fuited to the nature of the fifhery, 
the intttefts of which they profels to promote, feems not, at 
any rate to have been an ohjeft of inquiry 

The herrings leave the polai Teas eaily in the fpring, and 
proceeding m a fhoal that is fuppofed to fill a larger Ipace 
in the ocean than the ifland of Great Britain, are fepa- 
rated at Ireland into two divifions one ot thefe purfues a 
weftern courfe, along the fhores of America, while the other 
arrives in the Shetland Seas early in the month of June 
To thefe feas the Dutch refert with a multitude of veflels, 
employing from 10 to 20,000 leamen. They afllmble in the 
Brafia hound, on the Shetland coafi, on the 22d d.iy of June, 
and on the 24th are permitted to cafl. their nets. 

Such is tlie pra£lice of the Dutch . now what is tint of 
the h nghfli ^ Sir, the law has declared, with incredible ab- 
furdity, tint the Eiiglifli veflei, if /lie means to have the be¬ 
nefit of the bounty, lliall not fail till the firft of October be¬ 
fore th It day arrives, the herrings have pafled by fome of 
them indeed, winter in the fea, lakes, or the wtfiern coa/ls 
of Scotland, but infinitely the greater pait have reached the 
Atlantic ocean where they entii ely difappear. 

In the mean time, the Dutch and the SwedesTiave fup- 
phed all the markets of Europe, and the Irifli, whofe I^e- 
giflaturc has feen and avoided tli& impolicyof our reflnftions, 
ha\e furnifhed ovir own veflels with herrings for the con- 
fumption of our Weft-lndia illands 

'I he removal of this gritvaiice, by a declaration, that vef- 
fels lading on the herring fifliery fliall be at liberty to pro¬ 
ceed on their voyage .it any time not earlier than the ift of 
June, IS the objeiSl of one of the refolutions contained in the 
fiepori, and Will be the obje£lof thefir/l motion with which 
I iliall trouble the Committee 

The next obttacle to the fuccefs of our fiflierits is alio oc- 
cafioned by the law, for it declares, that no velTel /hall be 
entitled to the bounty, that hai not pievioufly tailed to one 

of 
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of the appointjid ports of rendezvous. Now the confequence 
of the rellridion is, that a vefifel is compelled to make a cir¬ 
cuitous voyage which often occafions the lofs of a week, and 
IS fometimes, from the accidents of wind and weather, the 
caule of a much longer delay; nor is this wafte of lime and 
accumulation of expence to the fifhermea produiSlive of the 
Icafl advantage to the Public. 

The Dutch, indeed, have enjoined a general rendezvous to 
the veflels employed in their filhenes ; but with them the 
regulation is accompanied by a code of judicious laws, en« 
foiced by a Commodore, to whom great authority is given ; 
and 111 aid of whofe power, the regulation that dire^s the 
rendezvous and forbids the feparation of the fleet appears to 
liave been eftabliflied , whereas the Britifh Legiflature, m 
adopting one of the reftri£tions irnpofed by the Hollanders, 
Ins negleiSled the policy by which alone it is juftified. The 
Bntifli law appoints no Commodore, it furnillies no protec¬ 
tion , It neither permits the fiflierman to purfue his own in- 
teiclls in his own way, nor prefenbes to him fi wife and ju¬ 
dicious rule It impofes the inconvenience of reftraint with¬ 
out the advantage ot regulation. 

1 fla'tter myfelf the Committee will not difapprove of that 
refolution in the Report that has for its objeft the removal of 
this giievance 

A third exceffive difcouragement to our fifliermen is, the 
refilling them the liberty which the Dutch always grant to 
llieir people, that of fending home their fifli as they take 
tliein, without waiting till each veffel fhall havje completed 
.‘lif'i cargo. The Enghfli hw allows no other alternative to 
the mailer ol the veSel, but that of returning with a full 
caigo, or of continuing three months at fea; the confec|uence 
ot vvhiah IS, that ibe fiflimg veflels from Glafgow have the 
moitification of feeing the Wetl-Tndn (hips of their own 
port lail by them on their way to Cork, in order to pur- 
chite herrings for the fupply of the Weft-India market. 

As a remedy for this evil, it is my intention to propofe, 
on the authority of the Report, that the niafterof the flfliing 
bufs lliall have liberty to fend home, m an attendant vefTei, 
the fifh as he takes tliem , and fhall alfo he permitted to pur- 
chafe fifh of the boatmen on the coaft for they have often a 
plentiful fupply when the decked veffel has little fuccefs. 

But in order to promote as much as poflible the mcreafo 
our ieamen, 1 wifli alfo to propofe, as the condition of the 
indulgence, that every veffel which takes the benefit of both 
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or either of thefe privilegoi, fliall continoe threo months at 
fea, unlels, before that time, flie fliall return with a fu!t cargo. 

Another moll impolitic burden oh the filheries is created 
by the tax which the Legillaturc has irapofed on fuch her¬ 
rings as are lold for the confumption of our own people Of 
all taxes, thole which are laid upon the food of the People 
are furely the iiiofl unw lie; and of all tixes upon food, that 
upon the fubfillence of the poor is certainly the moll opprel- 
five To the inhabttants ot the northern coalls of Scotland, 
fifli 15 the natural nul ahnoft the only means of lupport; and 
It IS found there m lucli incredible abundance, that in the 
yeu 17S0, on tIk fudden finkmg of the tide m one of thole 
lakes which communicate with the fei, no Ids than 50,000 
tons of hfh weie left at once upon the /liore The lake ap¬ 
pears to have been full from ns lurface *^0 its bed. 

"Who would imagine, that a country, whole coafts are 
crowded, and whofe lakes are filled with fuch infinite multi¬ 
tudes of fifh, could ever experience the iniferies of famine. 
yet, every gentleman who hears me knows, that within thele 
two years, fuch was the Hate of Scotland. The Houfe al¬ 
lotted 14,000!, to purchafecorn foi the relief of the ftarvmg 
inhabitants, but in the mean tune many of them had penJfhed 
from a want of food. Sir, to our tax upon fifli, and to the 
fyftem of our fait laws, the miferies of that year are wholly 
to be aferrbed , for had it not been for the dilcouiagemcnrs 
and rellraints which that tax and thofe refiiidlions impofed 
upon the curing of herrings for home confunjption, theprac- 
t'ce of prelerving them tor the home maiket would long^ 
lince have been eftablifhed , the quantities cured m the au- • 
tumn and the winter, would have been great in proportion 
to the Icarcity of the harvefl; and the people m every part of 
the country would have been plentifully fed, • 

' I wifli not, at this l?te period of tiie feffion, to propofe fo 

tedious and complicated a bufinefs as the revfion of our fait 
laws, but I fpeak the unanimous opmfon of thofe gentlemen 
with whom 1 had tlie honour to aft in the Committee on the 
fifheries, when I fay, that till thofe laws fhall be correfted, 
and till the duty on coal carried by fea from one part of 
Scotland to another fliall be repealed, her fifhenes never can 
be earned to an extent in any degree proportioned to that of 
which they ^re capable Many an extenfive tiaft of land in 
Scotland has neither ccals nor wood, nor even its miferable 
fobftitute, peat, )et, by a tax, which operates almoft as a 
prohibition (for through all Scotland it does not produce 
zoool, a year) the inhabitants are prevented from obt.»innig 

a lup- 
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a fupply from tiie adjoining diftriSi. What upon this fub> 
je£it IS the language of the law to the people 1 Does it not 
feem to fay, ** Nature has withheld from you the fuel which 
“ IS necefliry for your convenient fubfiftence ? She has re- 
“ fufed you the means of alTembllng yourfelves in towns, 

“ and of carrying on your filhenes to advantage; Ihehasde- 
“ nied you materials for converting to ufeful manure the 
** chalk and the limeftone with which your hills abound. 

“ Thefe wants indeed the neighbouring diftri£ls would abun- 
“ dantly fupply; towns would then be built upon your 
“ coafts, your nflieries would flourifli, and the corn which, 

“ for want of manure, now perifhes unripened on your 
** lands, would then yield an abundant harveft * but or this 
“ equitable privilege, of this common benefit of neighbour- 
hood the Leei flat u re has determined to deprive you, the 
law (hall enforce the curfe which nature has infliwed.’* 

Such, Sir, in efFedl, is the langfuage of your llatutes 
When the People are prote£led by wifp and provident 
regulations, when the Legiflature aiSls as it were afieSionately 
towards them, there are few obllacles which their induftry 
does not enable them to overcome, whereas, an unwife and 
improvident law operates more feverejy upon them than ri¬ 
gour of climate, or than harrennefs of fo'l, for It binds them 
to calamity and renders di ft refs peipetual 

Unfortunately, Sir, what I am faying is not idle declama¬ 
tion, nor the doubtful fuggeftion of ipeculative reafoning, 
but an indifputable concluhon from the evidence of acknow¬ 
ledged fafts. Compare, for example, the natural ftate of 
Holland with that of an equal trad! of land on the wefteni 
coafts of Scotland, and then confider the a£lual ftate of each. 
What was the ancient condition of the former ? A wide waftc 
of land, wifli here and there a pool of fait water * but what 
is now the ftate of population ? Is it not covered with millions 
of inhabitants. ^ ^ 

In Scotland, on the other hand, we fhall find many natu¬ 
ral advantages , its lakes are abundantly fupplied with fifti, 
Its values are covered with pafture, its rivulets are fuited to . 
the ufes of many manufadkures , and in addition to thefe ad¬ 
vantages, It has alfo a natural water carnage almoft from fea 
to fea; yet, what is the ftate of its population ? Sir, I tra¬ 
velled in that country from funrife to funfet, without feeing 
a human face, or the marks of a human habitation. 

I mention not thefe unhappy elFedts of improvident legif- 
lation with a view of troubling the Committee with any im- 
VoL.XVlII. 3 Y mediate 
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mediate prop<^&l,fQ> corre€li% eyds which the faJt lavvs 
and the tax on wat^r-bprne coal have pi^oducec) ui Scotland. 
In a future feCon, in.di^d, an opportunity wiU, I hope, be 
found of relieving the weftern diftnfls of Scotland from the 
vexatious, and, to a poor country, moft deftruiSive taxes, 011 
fait and coal, the joint produce of which in all Scotland does 
not exceed i6,ocol. a year, and which, m thediftnfts I have 
mentioned, do not even pay the cxpence of colledlion. 

But at prefent I mention the pernicious effetls of thofe 
taxes merely with a viev\ to fhew, that the refolutions which 
J am now to move do not include the whole of the grievan¬ 
ces that opprefs the hflieries of Britain. To many of the 
moll material, the removal of which is ellential to the ex- 
jftence of the filheries, confidered as a national objeft, they 
certainly do extend , but that fort of relief that would gi\e to 
the filheries of Britain the profperity of which they are ca¬ 
pable, and unquellionably place them above all competition, 
embraces obje<^s of too much impoitance to be difculled at 
the clofe of a fellion. 

Sir, I will trouble you with no farther remarks on the 
home fiflitTies of Britain; but before 1 fit down, it will be 
iiecelTary to explain the purport of a motion 1 am anxious to 
make on a diftereut fifticry, that which is earned on for coil 
on the coafls of Iceland. To thit fifiiery, about feventy 
years fince, one figle town, that which 1 have the honour to 
repiefent, annually fent no lels than 200 vellels, exclufive 
'of thole which the reft of the kingdom employed. But m 
the reign of Queen Anne, an a£t was pafled to deprive the 
owners of vclTels employed in the Iceland ft/heiy, of an in¬ 
dulgence which, till that time, they had conftantly enjoyed 
in common with thofe who aie engaged in the liftiery for 
herrings, that of waiehoufing till tlie following deafon, un¬ 
der the lock of the officer, and therefore without the payment 
of the duty, fuch fait as was biought back in the veflels 
unufed, • 

Ihe a£l direds, that upon all fuch fait the duty lhall be 
paid. This ill-confidered and impolitic law, without having 
’made the minuteft addition to the revenue, has totally 
annihihted all that Bniam poflefted of tins extenfivt and 
nipft valuable fifiiery; while toreigrers, piohtmg by our 
miftakes, purftic it w'lth cagcincts, and monopolize all its 
advantages. Forty vefteJs iiom Dunkirk alone Uiled on tnis 
l.fhcry 111 the hft year, and every veflel is lai4 to have re¬ 
turned with a full cari^o. 

O 


The 



A. 1785. X) E B T E S. 5 $i 

The cod which are taken on the Iceland coafts are delcrthed 
as the fineft in the world, and as bting as much fuperiof to 
thofe which aie caught in the Ici*. of the United States of 
America, as the lattei are lepoited to he to thofe of New^- 
foundland ? a difference that would enfurc to the merchant 
whole caigo is of Iceland hfli, an advantage over the Ame¬ 
ricans in every Liiropean nnrkct. 

It IS fiom a wifli to give to Great Bntain advantages as 
eflimable as they are obvious, tlnr one of the motions which 
T fhall now beg leive to fubmit to the confidtr.ition of the 
Committee, 1ns tor its ob|t< 51 ; the relloimg to the owners of 
vtffels empIo)(d in tlie Iceland fiflieiy, the piivikoethey for- 
mtily enjoyed of warehoufing then furpliis fait, a privdtgc 
which the propii'^tois of the huring hull(,s have aIv^ays h^eii 
allowed, and the folly of lefufing wlrch, to the owners of 
■vcfTJs in the Icdind hflieiy, t vpcin.nce lus abundantly 
proved. 

The lefolutions weie as follow 

** That CNery buls, or othti fifliinp veflel, ptopeily fitted 
“ but, and turniflied as by 1 iw rc(|Uii«d fen nciIlIs entered 
“ for the bounty, fliall bi aUemtd toclc n out of any poit of 
Gieit Bntain, at any tiirio Irtwf cn the iflcliyot JumcjihI 
thefuflday of O£lobei, audio pioi’td immediatily to 
“ her fifliing ftation, and to cill hu lifts, without being 
“ obliged to rendezvous at any othei port or pi ire. 

‘‘ T Int the mafteis of bufles and other veil Is, employed 
in the heriing hfhery, fli ill be at hbutv to puicjnfe fiefli 
herrings of the boat fifheis (heino Btitifh luhjeiids) and 
“ to Ihip the herrings which tluy fliill t^ke, or which they 
“ fh.ill pui chafe as aforrlaid, on boaiJ any attendant Bri- 
tifh vtflel, with peimifTioii to hnd the fime, under 
** proper‘regulations, in any of the ports of Gicit Ihi- 
“ tain, u|)on oath being made by the maflu of the Innl- 
** ler vefTT fo lainjing ithein as .ifoitlaid, 01 by the owner 
of the lifh, that the hfh were, to the befl of lus know- 
“ ledge and belief, caught by Bntifh fubjtdis, jirovidcd that, 

“ if the attendant vefTel, which fhall fail with luch hfh, fhall 
land them at any other port tlun that from which the prin- 
** cipal veflel cleared out, a propti certificate of the number 
' of barrels of filled tifh fo landed, fhall he obt lined from 
the principal officer of the cufloms it fuch port, before the 
*' bond for the duties on the fait taken on boaid the principal 
veflel fhill be difcharged, and provided alfo, that no buf* 
or veflel, retuining to port within the fpace of thiee 
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months after her clearance outwrarcls^ unlefs with a full 
cargo, the whole of which ftiall have been taken, and 
cured or failed by foch buE or veilel, ihall be intrtled to 
“ a bounty. 

“ That, for reviving and encouraging the cod filhery 
m the North Seas and m Iceland, the owner of any veflel 
employed theiein fhall be at liberty to ufe, in the faid 
filhery, Britifh-made ialt, duty free, and to warehoufe, 
under the key of the officer, any furplus fait remaining In 
fuch veflel upon her ictuin to the place of her outfit, un¬ 
der the like rules and regulations as are provided foi 
furplus fait brought hack m vefllls employed m the hei- 
ring fifhery. 

“ That all biiflls and other filhing vt^flels, lliall m future, 
be permitrfd to he enteitd for the bounty without any h- 
** initation of their burden or tonnage, except that no veflel 
of lels than twenty tons Hull be entitled to any bounty, 
and except that no bufs or other vcffel fliall be entitled 
to the bounty foi more than eighty tons, although of a 
“ laiger burden 

n hat all billies and velTels employed in the herring fillie- 
nes, lliall be at liberty, dm mg the tune of their continu- 
“ ance at fea, to catch and cure cod, ling, and hake, as well 
as herrings, and Ihall he lubjeiSl to the fame regulations, 
“ and have the fame piivilege of curing the faid other fpecies 
of fifli with fait duty free, as in the cafe of herrings; but 
“ that no bounty lliall be allowed on the exportation of the 
** laid other fpecies of fifli, and theiefore, that fuch other 
fifli fliall be marked by cutting their tails in the manner 
** prefcribed for maiking fifli cuied for home confump- 
tion ” 

To thefe Mr Beaufoy faid, he would add a relblution to 
declare, That all the cxifling laws and refolutions on the 
** filhery do ceafe ” Mr Beaufoy concluded with moving the 
firfl refolytion * 

Vi. Eden. Mr Eden faid, he did not rife with any hoflile intention 
of oppofingtherefolution then moved, orthofe that were to 
be moved after it, but there appeared to him to be a fenous 
difficulty in the cafe: the refult of the refolutions was in fadt 
an abandonment of the revenue, derived from the operation of 
the laws in being relative the jBritilli filheries. He wifhed 
therefore to know, before he gave his cojifent to the refolu-* 
tion, what necelfity exifled for bringing forward a matter 
of fo much importance at that late period of the felfion, and 
fo vpry thin a Houfe, and vpoji yvhat ground it was th^t 
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the conduct of our forefathers, who had a few years fince put 
an end to the fyftem now propoled to be revived, was pre¬ 
fumed to be founded in bad policy'' He reminded the Com¬ 
mittee, that precifely the fort of fyftem which the refolutions 
opened by the honourable gentleman would lay the ground 
for re-eftablilhing, had exifted for thirty-five years together, 
and had within the laft twenty years been abojilhed It there¬ 
fore appeared to him ncceflary that fome reafon (hould have 
been affigned by the honourable gentleman in his opening, m 
order lo convince the Committee, that the times were become 
more enlightened; that they weie wifer than their forefa¬ 
thers, and that good policy required the reftoration of the 
exploded fyftem. 

If any gentleman in Adminiftration would ftand up and fay, 
that he was perfuaded, the propoled alteration in regard to 
the fiflieiies was founded a\ wifdom, and that it would he 
worth while to rifque the revenue in the manner piopoied, 

Mr Eden declared he fliould befatisfied ; for he made no feru- 
ple to acknowledge, that he was not lufticiently,inafter of the 
fuhje£t to pronounce upon it with certainty. He laid, he 
had no other information refpedlmg it but what he had ob¬ 
tained from perufing the Report, and from confulting two 
or thiee volumes of the ftatute books upon the table fince he 
qame into the Houle, and he would venture to fay, witliout 
diead of being thought guilty of any affront to the Commit¬ 
tee, that very few of the thirty members prelent, weie better 
acquainted with the fubje^f than himfelf He hoped, theie- 
fore, to hear from thole who were to be relponfible for the 
meafure, and to whofe peculiar care the revenue of the coun¬ 
try was intruded, that they had reafon to think that it wav 
right, and that it would not be difadvantageous to the reve¬ 
nue to revive the old fyftem with regard to the Biitifti fifhe- 
ries. He took notice, that Mr Beaufoy had ftated in the 
courfe of his fpeect, as* one reafon for bringing forward the 
refolutions at that time of the l^£^n, that the exifting laws 
relative to the fifheries would foon expire. In anfwer to 
that, he begged leave tq remind the honourable gentleman, 
that they would not expire till the year 1787, and m proof 
of this, he read the cUufe from the laft aO: of Parliament 
tjpon the fubjeifi. He declared therefore, that he was the 
more amazed at the matter’s being brought forwaid at io 
extraordinary a feafon. 

Mr. Beaufoy rofe to explain, and laid, there were two fea- Mr. Beau* 
fons for fifhing, the fummer and the winter feafon I'he 
lefolution^ meant to prqpofe referred (qlely to the fummer 
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fifKery, which was by far the moft important. Mr. Beaufoy 
allignetl as a reafon why it was necefl’ary to come forward 
with the refolutions then rather than defer them till the next 
feflion. 

ATr PuJteney rofe and defended the refolutions, as hirmlefs 
on the one hand, and as liktly to prove extremely beneficial 
on the other. He laid, if the Biitifh fiflieiies were properly 
cncouiaged, it was incitdible to what an extent of advantage 
for the coiintiy they might be carried IVJfr Pulteney oblerv- 
ed, that there were two Keports before tlie Houfe, a third, a 
very \oluniinous one, would be completed this day, and in 
that would be found a filfiicient juftification of the refolutions 
then moved. 

Mr. Ftlin in reply faid, tint if the only argument for aban¬ 
doning the prelent revenue from the hflteries, was the great 
jncreaie of the fifiieries that would be the confequence, the 
fame argument would ferve as a juftification for taking off 
the tax on porter or any other tax beneficial to the revenue 
there could he no doubt, tint the lefs the duty paid by a 
commotlity, the larger would be the confuraption of that 
commodity. 

After tlu fiifl refolulion had paftld, a fiioi t converfation 
took place on the fecoiul, and, among other gentlemen, Sir 
'Ihomas Dundas rofe to fpeak m favour of the propofitioii, 
to take off the heavy ^nd injurious reftridbofis at prefent im- 
pofed on tlie Britifli fiflicnes. Sn 'I homas contended ftrtnu- 
oufiy in ftvour of tl^e'heiting fifliery. 

All. Ftiin in a Ihoit conduhve fpeech faid. that he had 
great doubts of the pioprietv and policy of the feveial refolu- 
iioMs, hut he would not divide fo thin a Houle upon them 
He hopul and prefumed tint His Mijelly’s Miinfteis had 
mad^" up their minds upon the lubjed, and were ready to 
meet the confequences, fhould the lelolutions piove unfa- 
lutarv • • 

AV hen the Lift refoUition came to he moted, thu dechnng, 
that all the exifting laws .ind reltr'flions touching the Bri- 
tiih fiflicnes do henceforth chat's and determine, 

Mr Chancellor Pitt role, and begged the lelolution might 
be read agun, w'hich having been complied with, he faul, as 
the obvious tendency of the refolunon was to give up the 
whole of the revenue nf.ng fiom the tiflienes, 't was a matter 
that Inquired fome couficie.ation on his pait before he con- 
fented to it j he willied thcieibrt that 11 might be poftpoued 
foi the preleut 

Mr, 'fij fnd, the right honourable Cl.ancelbr of the 
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Exchequer had obferved, that he is not aware of any fuch 
reai^n for "the lepeal of the tax upon herrings confumed at 
home> as will juilify the rehnquifhing the incotne it affords- 
And the right honourable gentleman who fpoke immediately 
after him, confidered that repeal as a proper objctSl of dueo; 
and determined oppofltioii. 

Does then the right honourable gentleman really think, 
that a tax upon the lubfiftence of the People, whicli alwaysi 
operates as a tax upon population, is the (uiefl mode of m- 
creafmg the income of the State ? 

Does he think that the fhortefl wav of attai’::ing an end, 
confifts in the dcftrudlion of the means ? 

Does he think that 1400I a year, which is ail that this 
miferable tax affords, fufficienily compenfates lor the diicou- 
rageinent it brings on the fiflienes, efpecially of Scotland, m 
many diftrifts of which, fi£h is almofb their only food? Even 
upon the narrow efiimate of how much this tax has hiought 
into the Exchequer, and how much the Exchequei has dif^ 
burled in confequence of expences created by the tax, it is 
doubtful if the revenue is a gainci, for to this t^x is, m great 
part at leifl, to he attributed, that lamuie in Scotland, foe 
the removal of which no lefs a fuin than 14,000! was voted 
by the Houfe. So that upon the contradfed fcale of money 
received and money expended, the gam to the revenue is exr 
tremely problematical. 

But if the ofFtfIs of the tax on tlie population of the coun¬ 
try be taken into the account, if the prevention of famine 11:1 
dillndfs of vaft extent be an objedl of any worth , if the in» 
creafing the means of wealth, by the encouragement of the., 
filheiies in pi ices from which nature has excluded alrnoB; 
every other objedf of induftry, be not too contemptible a 
good to delerve the attention of the Legillature , or if the 
calling the navy of England the bulwark of her people, their 
beft reliance and fure defence, be not empty and inlignificant 
founds, words of no import, frivolous and foolifh declama¬ 
tion , then I am conficleiit, that no tax more unwife, no mi,, 
pod, in all Its efledts, diicdt as well as collateral, more tho¬ 
roughly impolitic, has ever been impofed. 

In this light I am perfuaded, the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, when the completion of the more urgent bufinefs that 
now predes upon his mind fhall have left him leifure for the 
inquiry, will confider the tax , and m that hope, I fhall cer¬ 
tainly forbear at prefent to prefsthe repeal on the judgement 
of the Committee. 

AU tlie, other reiblutions were agreed to. 
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Mr. Hamilton brought up the report of the refolations on 
^ the fifliery, 

kt. Eien. Mr. E^a begged leave once more to mforce a matter of fa£l: 
that he had already Hated to the Houfe in the Committee, and 
vthich he thought dclervcd to be more conildei&d than it 
had been, what he alluded to was, that the prefent liws ah- 
foiuteiy would not expire till the yenr 1787 This he argued, 
by going over the wliole fenes of the different laws that had 
been made on the fuhjedl;, and clialltnged any gentleman to 
refute what he had laid ; at the fame time he admitted, that 
if It were otherwile, and th it according to the opinion of 
fome, thofe Jaws were to expiie in 1786, his argument would 
thereby lofe confiderably m its force. As thole laws would 
therefore continue foi two years mou, thcie was no abfolute 
neceffity, as had been argued, to prepare fome new fyflem 
to take eHe£l: as foon as the pieient ihould ceafe, niy, even 
if the expiration of thole laws fliould take place in 1786, in- 
Head of the following year. Hill there would be time enough 
in the next feffion of Pailiamenr, which would certainly meet 
early m the next, or more probably duiing the prelent year, 
to prepare a bill on the luhjefl:, which he contended would 
he infinitely more decent, than now, at fo late a period of the 
ieflion, and in fo thin a Houfe, when there weie but thirty 
or foity membeis prelent, to hurry a bill on a filbjeft of fuch 
vaft impoitance to the revenue, commerce, and nivigitvon of 
the kingdom, particularly, as there had be'n no faults dif- 
covered in the prelent exifling laws that could juftify luch a 
proceeding, and that could be now amended for he obferved, 
the regulations at prelent propofed weie chiefly calculated to 
relieve the fummer fiflienes, which it was too late do for 
the prefent year. He declared, that he believed there were 
vet V few gentlemen in the Houfe, who had fuflicient informa¬ 
tion on the fubjeiSf,, an evil that would be‘ lemedied by pbfl- 
poning It to the next year. 

lx, Demp- Mr D^mpfttr defended the refolutions, and thought theie 

H*. could be no reafon for poftponing the bufinefs to another 
fefflion. He laid, that if gentlemen did not attend their duty 
in Pailiament, it was no argument, why matteis of fuch con- 
» lequence fliould be prevented from going forward ; for though 
ceitainly it was defirablc to tranfadf the prefent bufinefs in 
a full Houfe, if fuch a one were to be had, it was of fuch a 
nature, tiiat if it could be done in a Houfe confiHmg of but 
two members, it ought to be fo, rather than left undone. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bnaufiy rofe, and anfwered Mf. £deti in nearly the Mr 
following words • * * loy* 

The right honoorahle gentleman, if I do not mifiindn'dand 
him, has obferved, that theaiteitng from the iilotO< 5 tober 
to the ift of June, the day prelcribed for the comiiience* 
ment of the herring fifhery, will, in a great meafare, reftore 
the law to what it was before the of the 19th of His 
prefent Majefty was palled, and he wiflies to know what 
reafon can be afligned for re-appointing a time, which the 
Legillature on proof, he prelumes. of its inexperience, 
thought proper to change. I bolieire, Sir, an account of 
the ciicumllances which occationed that change will anfwep 
the light honourable gentleman’s c][ueAion in a manner the 
rooft latisfaiSlory, 

I have already had occ.ifionto remark, that the Dutch he-* 
gin their hlherv in June, and that before the ill of Otloher, 
which IS the time juelcribtd by the aft of the 19th of His 
preient Alajrlly, for tlie coiumentement of the Enghlh fillie- 
ry, the htnings iiegone by, thofe only excepted winch loi* 
tei in the lakes of bcotland, and coaflitutc what is called the 
winter fillici y. 

Now It happens, thit to tint, fifhery alone, which is of- 
ttn witliin a mile of their dw’elhngs, the inhalnlants of Scot* 
land aie attathevi, and it alio happens, that the aft of tl.v* 

19th of the King, was brought in by a nolile Lord (Lord 
tiederick Campbell) whole coiineftions aie 111 that pait of 
the ifland. Hence it probably wis, that in a hill for the re¬ 
gulation of the fifliery, he thought of no othci than that in 
which the people of Ins own neighbonrhoo 1 were engaged, 
by which means the aft has legiflited (1 believe very un¬ 
intentionally on his part) for the beneht of the weftein diP 
tnfts of Scotland, without the leaft regan' to the interefts of 
the reft of the kingdom. It will arcoidmgly be found, that 
the whole, orneaily the whole of the bouni\ on the tonnage 
of velltfls employed in the herring Mheiy, has hcvii monopo¬ 
lized by thole patriculai diftnfts; and that not ilingleveflel 
fiom any pait of the illand has been engagf’d in the Imnmer, ^ 
filhery, the only one to which the Dutch have ever applied; 
and which has lometimes given employ ment to more than 
2 \coo of their feamen 

Is the right honourable gentle«n umppnfed, that I wifti 
the Lfgifijktuic to cotreft a miftake, into which they, as well 
as the noble Lord who piopofed the aft of the 19th of Hu 
\D)^'ily, have m. dvertcntly bem Ld' 1 am fare he does 
VoL.XVjll. 3Z not 
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not mean to exclude^ tKti Eogliih from the fummer fiiheryi the 
only dne foir white hernngs which their fituation permits 
them to purfoe yet relatively to them, the prefent law is 
as abfurd as an a< 5 l for the encouragement of agiiculture 
would be, if It appointed the month of Auguft for the lowing 
trine, and January for the feafon of harveft. 

The very petlons who folicited the a£t of the 19th of the 
King, if thev had underftood the real inteieA of their fillienes, 
or rather, if that intcrelf had been the real objeiH: of their 
purfuit, would not have wilhed that the time of failing fliould 
be changed from June to 0 <Slobcr, for it isolivious, that on 
every commercial principle, the employing their veflels and 
their men m the fummer fifhery, would have enabled them 
to have earned on the winter fifhery with increafe of advan¬ 
tage But I fear, that as the bounty, much more than the 
fifhery, is often the ol>je£l: of the voyage, lo the fecuringthe 
bounty was the principal oh)e£l with thofc at whofe felicita¬ 
tion that noble Lord was induced to propoie the change So 
entirely forgotten indeed has been theinteiefts of thefiflierv, 
confidcred as a national objt^l:, that Government has been 
known to pay a bounty ot iqol. on a fingle barrel of hei- 
rings, whole utmoft worth did not exceed five and twenty 
ihil lings. 

Under thtfe circumflances, I am perfunded the Commit¬ 
tee will be of opinion, that the alteration m^le by the 19th 
of His prefent Majefly was injudicious; and that veflJs 
failing on the fifhery, ifiould he allov\ed to take their depar- 
tureon the ifl: of June, by whiJi meins they will leach the 
fifhing ground a few days before the arrival of the Dutch , 
a preference to which, in their own feas, and upon then own 
codfls, they are certainly mtitled 

"J he right honourable gentb man dcfired alfo to know what 
reafoii can be alfigned for bringing forward the bufinefs of the 
fifhenes in the prefent feflion oi Fajliament, a bufinefs 
which, in lus opinion, might have flept without the leaft in¬ 
convenience till the Houfe fhall again beconiened. 

Sir, I might obferve upon this occafion, that the bufinefs 
of the fifhenes, though it has not befoie been difcuffed m a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, ought not to be confidered 
as nevv to a laige propoiti^of jt> members , for a gieat pait 
ot the Houfe were incliide|pn a Committee, which at a late 
period of the laft leffion, and in that which at a much earlier 
of the prelent, vveie appointed for the examination of the 
fubjed. 


I might 
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I m\gH obfem, ch^t) if tbe tight honvur^^bfe gel¥ll(lril^pl* 
hirnfelf is wholly uuinfonB64 on the bafinefs, his Wftnt 
information is voluntary, and ought not to he pleadod at a 
reafon for delay. But Waving fuch arguments, allow me to 
alk, what motive tan he alledged for poilponing the removal 
of grievancci whofe exillence is demonftrated by thole two 
Reports of your Committee that have already been ofttred to 
the Houle, and printed for the ufe of its members ? for I am 
not chargeable with the ablurdity which the right honourable 

S ontltmaii fuppoles, that of moving relbJutions on the tvi«* 
ence ol a Jutute Report; as not one of the refolutions goes 
beyond the piools which the two fprmer Reports have already 
eilabiifhcd. * 

When 1 firft opened the grounds of the motions I in¬ 
tended to make, 1 obierved, that but little remained of tffe 
period for which the bounty on the tonnage ot vcffcls em-^ 
ployed in the herring fiftiery was given. That before the pe¬ 
riod lhall expiie, it is of importance to determine, by actual 
experiment, whether the bounty, which at prefent is an ufe** 
lels expellee to the Public, may not be made eifedlual to it$ 
end, by the removal of thofe countervailing reftn£lions which 
the very aff that grants the bounty has prepofteroufly im- ^ 
pofed. Now, if the removal of thole abfurd reftraints Hiould 
be delayed, as the right honourable gentleman propofes, to a 
future year, the law which gives the bounty will expire be¬ 
fore any fair experiment can be made, of wbat, when unfet¬ 
tered, that bounty will do. Thus, the Legillature will be 
• called upon to decide on the propriety of diicontmuing 01 of 
renewing the encouragement, without lufBcient experience to 
guide their judgement and direfl their decifion 

1 know It IS often allerted, and even by intelligent men 
has been frd][uently believed, that the induury of the Dutch, 
and the low late of interdl among them, which certainly 
enable them to trade for ji low piofit, will always give to 
their iilhermen a deerded advantage. Hut a little renedbon 
on known and acknowledged fi£ls, will be fuBicient to dif- 
prove this hafty and unwarranted condufion, for, is it not, 
obvious, that the laduftry of the Dutch is as great, and the 
intereft of then money as low, when employed in the whale 
Bfhery as m any other ? Yet, m the fifliery to Greenland, 
theEngliHi have a decided fuperionty, and in the fiQiery for 
whales in the iouthern icas, Britain has icarcely any compe¬ 
titor. Her Newfoundland hlhermeii have alio guned an ac¬ 
knowledged afceiidency it is onlv m the bfliery for herrings, 
a tihery upon her own coafts; a fiilieiy which ihe alone has 

3 Z 2 . the 
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lUe m«insbf contmttmg thfoiigft the winter, thereby 

che advantage of ho 4 ^ feafoni, rt is only in that fifiiery, in 
■which flie has every natural advantage, that her exertions 
haiJl failed of fuccefs, and that Holland preferves her afcen- 
dency. Now what can be the caule of fo ftrange and fo un¬ 
natural a phenomenon ^ Sir, the caufe IS fufBciently obvious; 
our /ewt, the capricious, irrational, tinjuft rellnftions im- 
pofed on the herring fiflicry by our /awr, are the foie reafon 
Of its failure. No foieign mduftry, no fkill, no perleve- 
rante, no aftiVe refolution of foreigners, could ha\e weighed 
down the exeitions of the Englim, their own le^rjliture 
alone could have baffle^ their e&>rts, their own Le^ijlature 
could have funk their fpirits and rendered all then endea¬ 
vours mefie^ual. 

Sir, I am anxious, and I believe the Committee will be 
anxtousKthat thi** juft reproach fhould as fpeedily as poffible 
be removed. Wholly removed I know it emnot be till the 
(alt laws aie reviled, and till the duty on water-borne coil 
in Scotland be repealed but if the rcfolutions which I am 
now about to move /hall meet the approbation of the Com- 
ihiltce, md afterwards receive the findhon of the Leifl iture, 
ibme of the principal ablurditics which difgrace our ftitute 
books will be coirefled , feveral of the chitf obftacles to the 
fuccefs of our fifheries will be removed, and hopes will be 
given, tliat in t me, the Legiflalure m ly peimit the herring 
fillierv to he earned on upon the Time principles is a manu- 
fadluce, in which every man is at libcrtj to purlue his own 
inurefts in his own way* 

I he rtlolutions were then agreed to, and a bill oideied m 
upon them. 

On the motion for going into a Committee on the Wtft- 
mi ilier-bill, 

.V 1 o* /o 3 t faid, he would at pi-eft-nt only objeft to the fol¬ 

low ing extnordmarv words in the piemible, “ Whcrti 
** cc-iain inconvenicpcies may nnfe ” the interpietition ot 
which wts, that the prelent ftate ot theliw admitted of fuch 
1 ii^onveniencc arifing; now, ns Ire always held that, without 
the moft criminal conduct: in a returning officer, the It e\ 1 , 
could not be experienced, he muft o^pole that intcipretation 
of the pic mble, 

7Ilf Airoi- ^ 1*® Anoiney Gmttal contended for the piopritij of the 
preamble, and the neceffity of his bifl. 

1 he qut fiiou n as j ut on going into 4 Committee, on which 
the numbers wtii, 

Aves - y2 
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The Houfe then went into die Cohnnitlee. Mr> liCil end 
Mr Sherulan reprobated the bill, Mr* Pht and the Attor¬ 
ney (general defended it* 

Ml Lowtenay ironically complimented the Attorney Gene- MtCoorte- 
lal on the able and unaniwerable manner jn which he had ”*y* 
.^cicodul himlelf, and (aid, if he were not of a very compafRo* 
n itt and icelinq difpofition, he flioutd not have troubled the 
Committee with a woid on the fubjedl, but as he iiRenecI 
with indignation to the unmeiited and fcveie ftriflures that 
liad licen thrown out agnnft the learned genlleimn, which 
he luv h «d adeiSted him deeply, and as he always (from fjm- 
patlu-tic snd lentimental feelings} pitied a great man in dif- 
tiels, he could not longer fit lileiit. He then obferved, that 
an iin( ill md uncmdid advantige had been taken to attack 
tilt IcTi Ilf dgentl mm, whilft his able colleague (the Solicitor 
(ft-iRi il) w IS confined to the chair, and preduded from adifi- 
ino- 1 m, with thole hrilJnnt abilities, and that profound 
ptottilioinl knowledge, which always earned conviction to 
the Ilo'ile. In conlequence of this, the leairned gentleman 
h ui hi tn overpowered, by having the voluminous code of law 
contaiiRd in Rudhead’s edition of the Statutes at Large flung 
at h s held, and *his malicious Ipecies of attack had hten ear¬ 
ned on in the moft mlulting and provoking manner—not by 
It uiv I ge'tlemen of the lame protellion, but by honourable 
inemb is of the Hnife, who Itemed (lomchow or oth(i) to 
hdvt If (juHtJ more precife and acci rate ideas of law and the 
conltitun n th-n His M ijelly’s Attorney (general. How- 
evci, 1 1 hoped tl»e 1 anied gentknun would not fi'ik into 
d< f| o 1 m c> mldtriJiiron this tr\n g occahon He might 
fliil C( luloic himUIf, by lefiefling, th his un'tHined oppo 
n nts Will not l.wyers, and t! cretore h s ci edit and rtputi- 
tion couH not Inkier by nny monentuy viCloiy tbev ob- 
1 1 ned, ns they could not pu i li m into the couits I low 
He b^'cgt* * thcUii.^J gentl n n to conhdtt hmiltll m the 
liMiitKin of ih« uhoPaaca, when hewis heat with tht Ihot- 
nnkeiSldl; Don Quixote \tiv phdoiophically ptincJ to 
tl e difct nlo'atc "^ancho, tliat t’t nituinelfc f f tlje mihuu ewt 
to )k awiv the di giace of the diubbing, but tint il he had been 
crnquirfd by a Iquireof h s own rink md degree, the igno¬ 
miny woul 1 hove been indelible i Ins Mr Couirnnv .if- 
lertcd was i cile m potnr, and applied vei v foicihly to the 
Atiornev Gentnl. He mcieared the learned gentknnn to 
derive patience, and to d^ w confolation from fo appoliie alt 
eximple. An houourable mfmbir ^Mr. Lee) hidcblejvfd, 
tlut no man was capable of drawing op a bill btttei rlnn the 

leai n^a 
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]eame^eqt|<|t^; th^tjContra^v^SH^t* nj^furdities, and blun¬ 
ders Wruchbad oftentatioufiy dtCpUyed in the courfe of 
the debate^ all Cotifpired to evince the excellency of the Bill; 
they were fo very obvious, that they were immediately dif- 
coveied, and perfectly intelligible to the meaneil capacity; 
and confequently there could be no deception, no legal fophif- 
try meant to be impoled on the mmds and underflandings of 
men , when the faults were written m capitals, and the law, 
reafon, and profeilional knowledge, on which inhdious A£ls 
of Pailiament are fomctimes founded (bat not by the learned 
gentleman) tVere as perfedtly illegible as if they had been 
written in lemon juice. Judge Blackftone, he faid, had re¬ 
marked, that the Emperor Caligula ufed to promulgate his 
laws, by having them written in a fmall hand, and hung up 
his tablet fo high that the people could not read them , yet 
he exadled fevere penalties for the flighted; breach of them. 
What a linking contrail was there between the condud of 
a Roman tyrant and an Enghfh Attorney General, who 
adapted and lowered the fenie of his eledlron laws to the 
humblell capicrty, and provided no penalty whatever for the 
infringement of them. He likewife particularly adiniicd the 
candour and ingenuoufners of the learned gentleman, who 
bad declared fairly and openly, 'that he had not read the fta- 
tutes, nor taken any pains to find out whether there was any 
iieceffity for introducing the prefent Bill or not; nay, fo veiy 
innocent andundefigning did he appear, that he evtn did not. 
know the name of his own Bill, probably thinking a title 
might be bellowed on it, with more propriety when it went 
to the other Houfe,—There was no lubtilety, no trick, no 
deception, he laid, in the learned gentlemm, all was fair, 
liberal and candid in Uis proceedings, and except it had been 
univerfally known that he really was His Majelly’s'Attorney 
tieneral, no one could ever have fufpedled it from the pro..- 
leflioinl talents hp had exhibited tha| night. This modefty 
was certainly a peculiar nieiit in the learded gentleman, and 
a fiiigulirity not praiflifed by any of his predeceflbrs in office, 
but which deferved the higheft culogiums.—The learned gen- 
t "man had, hkewife, he obferved, m the cxubcraocc of lus 
tanev, triumphantly affirted, that there was a ilatute pur- 
polelv framed to regulate pel's and fcrutinies in the elei^ton 
of Membeis of Parliament for the City of Norwich, and 
dwelt With lome degiee of exultation on the error of an ho- 
iTOunble gentleman, (Mr Windham) who bad preiumed to 
diffifr from him on this point However^ the fa£l turned 
out^ that the bill alluded to wa** entitled, an a( 5 l for regu¬ 
lating 
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latmg the meafare of Norwich (krffk and ‘draggets ; and for 
elefting pioper officers, &c. to carry the fame into execii- , 
tion ” This flight miftake, with five or fix more of a fimi- 
Itai nature, hid been pointed outy and Teemed to have made 
(very impioperlv indeed) fome imprelfion on the Houfe , hut 
iuch futile ohje< 5 lions weie inflantly obviated by the fight 
honouiable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who obferved 
with his ufual fagacity and difeernment, that there was no 
room for tiiumph, by exhibiting proofs of ignorance, folly, 
and precipitation in the bill, where every caule wab piegnant 
with them, and that it was an ealy talk for gentlemen who 
fludied the ftatutes lor tlic purpole of cavilling and fadion, to 
emharjfs and peiplex his leanud fiieiid, who had lepeatedly 
acknowledged he had never read one ot them Mi. Cour-*- 
teniy threw out a variety ot larcaflic and ludicrous remaiks 
to the lame purpole, all of which were received by the Houte 
with great reliih. 

Mr, Chancellor Pitt and Mr Adam alfo fpoke. On a di- 
vifipn on Mr Pox’s motion the numbers were, 

Ayes, > - - - 44 

Noes, - - - , 

They then went through the clauf^c. 

7 h»fdayy yu^y J. 

A debate took place on a claim of MeiTi b Mac Kn'ght, 

Parker, and Cormick, as Ameiican fuflcicrs. 

'1 he motion was withdrawn. 

Fridayy yaly 8. 

Mr defired to know fiom Miniflers, whether the Mr sheri- 

bill tor preventing the exportation of manufaoturt'; and ina- 
tei lals tor the maiiufa\^ure of non beyond Iwss, extended to 
Ireland. And not r«:eivfng i latisiadloiy anlv^ei, hcmovid 
that the bill he printed. After lome debate he withdrew 
to IS motion 

Mmdayy yuly 11 . 

Sir yantes Erpane moved that the "Weftmmfter eJedlion su ji-ne* 
bill be recommitted. This produced a delultary debate trlkiuc. 
Th^bill was lecommttteJ, and received various amendments. 

IVtdnefday^ yuly 13, 

The Houfe in Committee on the bill for the Commifll- 
oners of Public Accounts* 

Lord 
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Lord BkmStm^^&ik tt»4ll0|r<^r addtife in t!ie prefent 
bill; the objed: of iwhi'dh a very brave and dc- 

ferving officer (Sir Henry ClintOli) an opportunity of vindi¬ 
cating his reputation, w'hich hB Idt conhderably afFei 3 ;ed by 
the Reports of the Commiffioners of Public Accounts. The 
Reports he alluded to were the 4th and 7th. 'The principal 
caufe of uneadn^efs that thofe Imports occafioned pioceeded 
fiom their dating, that although His Majefly’s ellabhfliment 
in Ameiica was veiy much decreafed, and continued to de- 
creafe after the end of General Sir William Howe’s com- 


tnand, yet the expence of that eilablidiment did incrcafe con- 
lideiably. Lord Beauchamp explained how thisciicumdance 
aide At the beginning of the war, a confiderable part of 
the provifions for the army were frot from Euiope, and 
therefore did not affedl the account of extraordinanes of Ame¬ 


iica* Befidcs, that fuch provifions as were procured in 
America, were had at a iniu-h cheaper rate at the commence¬ 
ment than they could have been at the coiidufion of the 
war. It alfo appealed fiom the Report, that the Expence of 
Lord Coinwalhs’s army was mucli lefs in proportion to tlie 
fi/e of each, than that of Sir Henry Clinton, This l.e 
pointed out to be a heceflary conlequence of tlieir difteicnt 
lituatious, Lord Cornwallis bf mg in lilt field, but ^IrHpnly 
Chnton cooped up in New York, and depending upon the 
LoyaliBs for provifions foi his aimy, who of courie made 
their own terms with him. Another indireG cenfure was 
thiown upon Sn Henry, a fuggcflion that the hiring of 
waggons and hoifes was a lefs oeconomical way of doing the 
King’s lei vice, than thebuymg them would have been, as they 
might have been afterwards fold to advantage, but if any 
gentleman would epnfider the fituation of oui affairs hetorc 
our aimy quitted tnat countiy, 01 at the time wHbn we eva- 
tintedit, they would he very well able to (oim ajudgement, 
lliat It was no time j|oi dilpolmg of ulelels ftores ot any kind , 
and that the waggoiU and cattle would by no means bung 
ins thing like their Value Though all thefe ciicumft.ini‘‘s 
luific.ently accounted.toi appearances, which, if un iccouiited 
tot, mull leave a lit jitg impreflion irainft Sir Henry Clinton, 
and though his eftabh\he<l reputation and acknowledged in- 
tegrity placed him far f»eyond any lulpicion of dufhonourahle 
ihahngs in his command, or any want of that ccconomy 
wh'ch It was lo much his duty to praclife, yet as thole rea- 
lons had not been mveltigated by the Commilfioners, they 
weic of courfe omitted in the Report, and thercfoie the 
ground of apiobable chaige—the fail'—^appealed againit him. 

and 
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and would go down to poilerity wkboot tlte V)ndi<>tJ0t)» by 
which meat^S) at a future period, the defcendaots of one 
the £ril families m the kingdom would look back to one of 
their anceftors as a perfon guilty of public peculation or 
prodigality. Sir Henry had applied to the Commiffioners to 
revife their Report, and to add to it obfcrvations .infirjg from 
fuch materials as he iliould lay before them, by which his 
charafter would receive ample juflice, hut they had refufed 
to comply, alledqing that it was not within their province to 
inteifeie in matior of private crimination or vindication. 

There was, iheieioie, no alternative to preferve the name ot 
Sii Henry Clinton from difgrace, but to inlerta chufe in the 
prefent Bill, iinpoweiingand enjoining them to revife the re- 
poit 111 cjuellion, and to hear luch evidence ns could be pro¬ 
duced conceinmg the reafons that occil'oned the fa(£ls flated 
in that Repoit He tlun moved a claule to that eftc< 3 : 

(icncril Burgoyne IccondeU the motion 

Colonel DunJiii objedled to the motion, as giving the Com- Col Dwi- 
miflionets new and extraordinary poweis. Mi. Put obje^led ‘i*'* 
to it for the fame reafons. On the queftion iKLing put the 
motion was negatived Without a divifion [Foi a full ac¬ 
count of this bufinefs, fee the Nariativeof Sir Henry Clinton, 
punted tor Dcbiett j 


7 hwfday, yuly 14 , 

Mr Fov brought up a petition againft the Wefiminfter Mr Fo*. 
h'll, and moved that they might be heard by Countei, which 
s I a div ifion was loA 

Ayes - - - - iS 

Noes - - - - 55 

(^n the queflion that tiie bill do pafs, the numbers wt ’p. 

Ayes ^ - - - - 40 

Noes - - - - 23 


•F/uA/y, July 15. 

The Attorney Oeneial (Mr. Ardm) propePd fome regu- 
Iinoijb in the Bill for n>iiig Attoimes, to ferveas a recom- . 
I nee to that body for tlte huiden, which wtie ief'„<ed, 

7 '“'/^ « 9 ' 

• 

Conference With the Lords on Bie Tilth Piopofitions, 
when’in it appeareil by a paper which the Lords delivered to 
the Commons, that they 'the Lords) h?d made iomc altera¬ 
tions 

VoL. XVm, 4 \ 


When 





r.5 Pitt 


Chan 
4f r tt 
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« 

When thf C /oimonv r'^tuined, Mr. Eden mentioned thefe 
alterations which had been made by the T.ords, arid his doubts 
as to tlic riq;bt and pow^r of their Lordlhips to anake them 
Mr Pitt faid this cife difF-ied from the crfc of a money 
bill It WAS a regulation only, and that not binding until 
palled in the form of a bill. 

It ftay, ytily 22 

■IT 

Mr Cliuncellor PiH HatCvl that in confecjpcnce of the veiy 
fevere drought w]iii,h had prevailed both in (mat TriUin ^nd 
the Continent, imnicnfe tjuartities ot li id l>»ene^ioUtd, 
and we weie thicittiud with t’^e c\pJt^’’loll ot mil grealti 
qii uititifcs. He moved for a Ihll to picvcnt this t vil 

ive wasgivMi, and tin lame diy the Ihll was run 
tliiough ill ito it i^’es and p.ifCd. ^ 

The next oidcr of the d.iy was for igr t i^g to the amend¬ 
ments made by the Lords in the Iiiflt Propolitmns. Ad'“bit 
of lome 1 ngth took place, in whu.1' th' arguments ol iIk 
t i hpf ikers for and acunil, ih nro,>ol»-d Com men nl 
h t, da e b witli IicIinJ weic ihr (jine as befoie. J ht 
iiiLi w IS rhe Commons agiitd to th( an mdtncnts made 
I s the Lord , ind added fome laithti a m lulinents of ihcii 

• n. After which there w <s m Jtl <-1 c >iit n pce, when llic 
o 1 agreed to the laft aim rulni nts in idc bv th Commons. 

1 b' tol'owing IS an lulhentic copy of tbt Piopofilions 
I igretd to, and in the p»optt form of Hfoiunons. 

‘ Rtlolveil, L Ihit It IS luuldy important to the gc- 
I 1 mteiell ol the Bntilii tiiip. e that the iiiteicourle and 
imeice lictwtcn (jti.it Ihii un a d iichnd Ihould hi 

♦ ally r*^gulated on pernnnnit and equitable pi ncipks, 
ioi the mutual beiif fit of both c 'intiit* 

‘ If Tbit It IS corififbni \\'th the iirntial mterefts 
of the ID mill i(fltires, rivimiis, commerce, and navi¬ 
gation of Oku Britnii, tint a full pari cipition of com- 
tnercul .ads umgts Ihould be p“r1n in(?’itly Iccuicd to Irc- 
‘ land, wfunevtr i provifion, Kjna’lv peirraiunt and kcure, 
‘‘ Unll be niidt by thePiiliain m of tint Kingdom tjaaids 
“ defnymg, in pioportion to it giowm > j'lolpcnty, tlic ne- 
“ ctlTiiy f xpences, in time of pt kc, of piotcdling the trade 
“ and geneial inteiells of the r input 

“ III. , I lilt, towards caiiymg into full eHeifl fo de- 
“ firable a littlimtnt it is fit and piopn fliat all aiticle«, 
“ not ihegiowrh o» maniififfure of (neat Bntain or Ireland, 
“ except thok of the giowth, produte, or manufaiSluie of 
^ any of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to 

“ the 
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“ the Streights of Magellan, fliould be imported into ea^:h 
“ kingdom Irom the ocher leoiprocally, undei the fame re- 
gulations, and at the fame duties (if lubjefl to duties) to 
“ which they would he liable, when imported diiefVly from 
“ the coujilry 01 jdace fioin W’hence the lame may have 
“ been imported into Gteat Britain or Ireland relpedlrely, 
“ as the caie may be, and tint all duties onginallv [laid on 
“ importation into either country relpedlively, except on ar- 
“ rack and foreign biandy, and on rum, and all foits of 
“ hrong waters not iinpoited fiom the Britiili Colonies m 
“ the \Veft Indies, fliall be fully drawn back, within a time 
“ to be fixed, on exportation to the other, hut, nevcithelels, 
“ that the duties flull continue to be prottcUd and guarded, 
as at prelent, by withholding the di iwback until a certi- 
ficate from the proper officeis of the revenue in tlieking- 
“ dom to which the export may be made, lhall be returned 
“ and compiled with the entry outwards. 

IV. That It IS highly irapoitint to the general in- 
“ tereftb of the Britifh empire, that the laws foi regulating 
“ trade and navigation fliould he the fame in Great Britain 
“ and Ireland, and theitfore that it is elTcntial, towards car- 
“ rying intoefiefl the prelent Icttlement, that ill laws W'hich 
** have been made, or fhdlbemide, in Great Britain, for 
“ lecunng exclufivc privileges to the lliips and m iriners of 
“ Great Britain, Ireland and the Bntifli Colonies and plan- 
“ tations, and for leguhting and rcftrainmg the trade of the 
** Bntjffi Colonies and plantations (Inch laws impofing the 
“ fame reftraints, and confernng the lame benefits on the 
“ fubjefls of both kingdoms) fhould be iii force in Irthnd, 
“ by laws to be pafled in the Pirliament of that kingiU)[n, 
“ for the lame time, and in the lame manner, is m Cjicat 
“ Bi itaii* 

“ V. That It is farther eflentul to this fcttlemenr, that 
“ all goods and commodities of the growth, produce, or 
“ manufa 61 uie of •Bniifh or foreign Colonies in America 
“ or the Well Indies, and the Bntifli or foreign fe tleincnts 
« on the coall of Africa, impoited into lielanJ, fliould, on 
“ impoitation, be fuhjeft to the lame duties md regulations 
“ as the like goods are, or fiom time to time fh ill be lubje<a 
“ to, upon importation into Great Britain, or if jirohibited 
“ to be imported into (rreat Britain, fhall lie prohibited m 
“ like manner fiom being imported into Ireland 

“ VI. 'lhat, in ordei to prevent illicit praflices in- 
junous to the revenue and commerce of both kingdoms, 
“ it is expedient, that all goods, whether of the growth, 

4 A 2 “ produce 



, PARilAMEltrARY . A, 1785. 

produce, or fnatitifafliire of Gr«at Britain or Trdand, or of 
any foreign country, which ftiall hereafter he imported 
into Great Britain from Ireland, or into Ireland from 
Great Britain, fhoold be put (by Jaws to be paf&d in the 
** Parliaments of the two kingdoms) under the fame regula- 
“ Irons with refpedl to bonds, cockets, and other inftru- 
“ ments, to which the like goods are now lubjeft in pafilng 
“ from one port of Great Britain to another, 

“ VII, I'hat for the like purpofe, it is alfo expedient, 
** that when any goods, the growth, produce, or manu> 
failure of the Britifh Weft India Iflands, or any other 
of the Britifh Colonies or plantations, ftiall be fhipped 
from Ireland for Great Britain, they (hall be accompanied 
with fuch original certihcates of the revenue officers of the 
faid Colonics as lhall be required bylaw on iinportarion into 
Great Britain , and that, when the whole quantity in¬ 
cluded in one certificate lhall not he fhipped at any one 
tune, the original certificate, piopeily iiidorfed as to 
quantity, flionld he fcnt with the firft parcel, and to iden¬ 
tify the remainder, if fhipped within a time to he limited, 
new certificates fliould be granted by the principal officeri 
of the ports in Ireland, extrafled from a regifter of the 
original documents, fpecifying the quantities before flupped 
from thence, by what vcllels, and to what ports 
** Vni* 'I hat It IS eflential, tor carrying into cfteft 
the preicnt h ttlement, that all goods exported from Ire¬ 
land to the Britilh Colonies in the Weft Indies, or in 
America, oi to tlie Britifli fetlltments on the coaft of 
Africa, or to the cou itnes beyond tlie Cape of Good Hope 
to the Streights of Migellan, fhould from time to tune he 
made liable to fuch duties and drawbacks, and | ut undei 
fuch regulations, as may be necelTiiy, in oidcr* that the 
fame may not be exported with lels incumbrance of duties 
or impoluions than the like goods lhall be buidened with 
when exported fiom (jieat Britain, * 

IX. That It IS eftential to the general commer¬ 
cial intercfts ol the empire, tlr.t, lo long as the Parlu- 
ment of this kingdom lhall think it advilable that the 
comme’^ce to the countries l)e\ond the Cape of Good Hope 
to the Streights Magellan, lhall be carried on lolely by 
an exclulive company, having liberty to import into the 
port of London only, no goods of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of the find countries fhould be allowed to 
be importfeti into Ireland but through Great Britain, ex¬ 
cept dye ftvfts, drugs, cotton or other wool, and fpiceries, 

which 
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‘‘ which may be imported mto Ireland firomibreign European 
“ countries, fo long as the fame are importable from foreign 
European countries into Great Britain. and that it ihal! 

“ be lawful to exjiprt fuch goods of the growth, produce, of 
muiufa£lure of any of the countries beyond the Cape of 
Ciood Hope to the Strcights of Magellan, tiom Ctreat 
“ Kiitain to Ireland, with the fame duties retained thcrnon 
“ as are now letained on theu bemg exported to thit 
“ kingdom, but that an account fhall be kept ot the duties 
“ letanied, and not diawn back on the faid goods expoited to 
“ Iieland, and that the amount thereof lhali be remitted, by 
the Receivpi General of His Majcfty’s cuftoms in (^reat 
“ Britain, to the propel officer of tlie levenue m Tieland, 

“ to be placed to the account of His Majefty’s levenue 
“ theie, lub)e 61 to the difpofal of the Parliament of that 
kingdom, and that the lliips going from Great Britain 
to any of the faid countries beyond the Cape of Good 
“ Hope to rh(^ Streights of Magellan, fhould not be re~ 

“ ftiaimd liom touching at any of the ports‘in Ireland, 

“ and tai.iu^ boaid there any of the goods of the 
“ growth, me luce, or maiiufa6fure of that kingdom; and 
“ thit no Ibips be allowed to clear out from frehnd for any 
“ of the l.iid inaiitnes, but fuch Ihips as fliall be freighted 
“ by the laid Company, and which fliall have failed fiom the 
port of London and that, whenever the commerce to the 
“ i ud countnes fhall ceafe to be fo cained on folely by 
luch an exciufive company, the goods, the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufa6fure of the (aid countries b^ond the 
“ Cape of Good Hope, to the Stiaights of Magellan, 

“ fhould be importable into Ireland, from the Britifh or 
“ foreign leltlcinents in the Eafl Indies, fubjedf to the 
** fame duties and regulations as the like goods from time 
“ to time fhall be fubjeiSl to on impoitation into Greit 
“ Britain, and if prplnbttcd to be imported into (jieat 
Britain, fimuld in like mannei be prohibited from being 
“ impoifetl into Ireland, 

“ X, That no piohibitioit fhould rvift, m either countrv, • 
igainft the importation, ufe, or lale of any article, the 
“ growth, pioduce, or matiufaiSfure of the other, except 
** fuch as ejrlur kingdom may judge expedient, from^time 
“ to time, upon coi n, meal, malt, flour, and bifcuits ; and 
“ except fuch qualified prohibitions, at prefent contained ift 
“ any a6l; ot the Bntifli or Infla Parliaments, as doabfolutely '* 

M prevent the importation of goods or manufaiSlures, or 

materials 
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inatenals of naaiiufa6:uies, but only regulate the weight, 
the lize, the packages, or other particular circumflances, 

“ or prefcribe the built or country, and dimenfions of the 
“ Ihips importing the fame; and alio, ^pxcept on ammu- 
‘‘ mtion, arms, gunpowder, and other utenfils of war, 
importable only by virtue of His Majefty’s hcenfe, and 
“ tint the duty on the impoitation of every fuch aiticle (if 
“ fuhjecl to duty in eitlu r country) Ihould be precilely the 
“ fame m the one country as in the other, except where 
an addition may he nectllary m either tonntiy, in 
“ conftquciice of an intennl duty, on any fuch iiticle of 
“ Its own confumption, 01 an internal bounty in the coun- 
tiv where luch article is grown, produced, or manu- 
“ laHurcd , and except fuch duties as either kingdom may 
“ judge expedient, from time to time, upon corn, meil, 

“ lu lit, flour, and hilcuits. 

“ XI. lhat, 111 all cafes m which the duties on articles 
of tlie growth, produce, or manufa6lure, of either country 
*• are diflenrit. on the importation into the other, it is 
“ exped'ent that they lliould be reduced, m the kingdom 111 
which they ue the highefl, to an amount not exceeding 
tlie duties which weie piyahle in the other on the 17th 
“ day of May, 1782, io that in every calc in which any 
aiticle was clnrgcd with a duty, on importation into 
Irdind, of ten and a half pei centum, 01 upwaids, on 
the 17th dav of May, 1782, the amount of the duties 
*• fo icUucid jliall not be lefs than the laid duty of ten 
and a half per centum, unlefs m cafes wheie any • 
aiticlfs are importable duty fiee into either kingdom 
“ tiom the othei, which articles lhall hereafter he im- 
p<nteJ duty free into each from the otliei refpc6lively; 

‘ and that all luch aitides Ihould be cxportabfe, from the 
kingdom into which they fhall be imported, as free 
Iroin duties as the fimiliar commodities, or home manu- 
lifluic of the lame kingdom provided always, that 
** whd. my luch articles*'lhall he liable, m either country, 
to an) duty on being expoited to any foreign country, 

‘‘ the lune articles, when re-exported from either of the 
“ fa d kingdoms into which they fhall have been fo im- 
“ porttd as aforelaid, fhall pay the like duties as if they 
“ hid been ongiinlly exported from the kingdom of 
“ then grow'th, produce, or manufadture, to fuch foreign 
“ count! V. 

YII. That 
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XII. “ That It is alfo proper, that, in all cafes in which 
the articles of the confumption of either kingdom Hull 
“ be charged with an interml duty on the manufacture, 
“ fuch manufadhtre, when imported from the other, may be 
charged with a farther duty on impoiration adecjuate to 
“ countervail the internal duty on the manufuStuie, fuch 
farther duty to continue fo long only as the internal 
confumption lhall be charged with the duty or duties to 
balance which it fhall be impofed, piovickd tint the 
countervailing duty to bu paid upon manufaiCluicd i ilt 
imported into any part ot (jieat Jhitain, fliall be com¬ 
puted upon the internal duty payable theieon m England; 
and that, wheie there is a duty on the law matenal of 
** any manufuflupe in tithei kingdom, Inch manula^lun- 
“ miy, on its importation iii*’o the faid kingdom t»om the 
“ other, he clniged with fuch a countervailing diitv is 
“ may be fuHicient to lub|e 61 - the fame to huiduas adt^jinre 
to thole which Inch mmufaiClure is lubieiCl to in con- 
“ fecjuenci of iuch duties on fuch riw material in the 
kingdom into which (uch nnnufaiSluie is'io to he im- 
ported, and that the laid manufaiCIures fo impoitod lhall 
“ be entitled to (uch diawbacks or bounties on expoitat 1011 
“ as miy leave tlie lame fubjeiSt to no heavier burden tlian 
the home-nndc manufaiSuie, and that, in every cal. 
“ where a duty lhall he pay.*ble in either kingdom on 
“ any aiticle earned coaftwife from one port to another ol 
“ the fud kingdom, tlie fame article, when nnporti d tioin 
“ tlie othei kingdom, lliould he fab)e(Sl to the like dutv. 

“ Xlll. That, in ordei to gi\c permanency to the Ictle- 
“ ment now intended to be ellabhllied, it is nedelTary rh it 
“ no new or additional duties Hiould be heieafter imiioledr 
in eithei kingdom, on the impoitation ot any article ot 
the growth, province, or manufa» 5 tiue ot the other, except 
“ fuch additional duties as may beiequiHte to halince duties 
“ on internal conipmjjtion, purluant to the fon.going 
** refolution, or in confequence of bounties remaining on 
“ fuch article when exported frofia the othei kingdom. 

“ XTV, That, foi the fame jiurpole, it is neceirarY> 
“ farther, that no new prohibition, or new or additional 
duties, Ihoiild be hereafter impoled, in either kingdom, on 
“ the exportation of auv article of native growth, pi >- 
duce, or manufaiSlure, from the one kingdom to the other, 
except fuch as eithei kingdom may deem expedient, tioin 
‘‘ time to fme upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and bilcuics * 

'■* pro- 
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^ piT0v«Je<|, Uiat wtieo «»iy «rl^le pf the ffrowtfi, produce, 
" or maiMifat^nu'e of either kingdom^ IhaJlhe prc^ibited by 
tlif of die laid kifigdotii to be exported to foreign 
« countries, the fame article, when exported to the other 
kingdom^ fhall be prohibited to be re>exported from 
« thence to any foreign countries. 

“ XV. That, for the fame purpofe, it is neceflary, that 
“ no bounties whatfoever Ihould be paid or payable, in either 
kingdom, on the exportation of any article to the other, 
“ except Inch as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and 
“ hifcuits, and except alfo the bounties at prefent given by 
“ (7reat Britain on beer and fpirtts diftilled from corn, and 
“ Inch as are in the nature of drawbacks or corapenfatjons 
“ for duties paid; and that no bounties fhoiild be payable in 
** lieland on the exportation of any article to aiiV''Bntifli 
** Colonies or plantations, or to the Britilh fettlemcnts on 
“ the coaft of Africa, or Bntiih fettlements in the Eaft 
“ Indies, or any manufajflure made of fuch article, unlefs 
“ in cafes where a fimilar bounty is payable in Cjreat 
Britain, on expoitation fiom thence, or wheie fuch l>ounty 
** is merely in the nature of a drawback or compenfation 
“ of or for duties paid over and above any duties paid 
“ theieoii m Great Britain; and that, where any intenuii 
** bounty Ihall be given, m either kirigdom, on any goods 
“ manufadlured therein, and Ihall remain on fuch goods 
“ when exported, a countervailing duty adequate thereto 
“ may be laid upon the importation pf the faid goods into 
“ the other kingdom. 

“ XVI. That It IS expedient, for the general benefit of 
“ the Bntflli empire, that the importation of ai tides from 
“ foreign countries fliould be regulated, fiom time to timei 
“ in each kingdom, on fuch terms as may cfledlually 
“ favour the importation of fimilar articles of the growth, 
“ proauce, or manufadlure of the other; except in the cale 
of materials of manufadlure, which are, or hereafter may 
be allowed to be imported from foreign countries duty 
free, and that, in all cafes where any articles are or may 
bi lul)|C(Sl to liighei duties on importation into this king¬ 
dom, irom the countries belonging to any of the Hates of 
North America, than the like -goods are or may be lub- 
feft to when imported as the growth, produce, or inauu-' 
tad me of the Bntifli Colonies and plantations, or as the 
produce of the fiftienes carried on by Britilh fubjed*,* 
inch articles ihall be fulijed to the Cime duties on inov 

’ poitatioa 
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portation Irelan 4 > from th^ coontnes bok>t^ing ta 
« any of the ftates of North Atxrerica, as the* fame are or 
“ may be fuhjedt to on importation from the faid countries 
“ info this kingdom. 

XVII. lhat It IS expedient, that f«ch privileges 
“ of printing and vending books, engravings, prints, maps, 
“ charts, and plans, as are or may be legally pofleiied 
wiiliin Great Britaiii, under the grant of the Crown or 
“ other wife, and that the copy rights of the authors and 
“ booklcllers, the engiaved property of engravers, print and 
map ftllt’is, of Great Biitam, fhould continue to be pro- 
“ tedied in tlie manner they are at prefent by the laws of 
“ Gicat Britain; and lint it is juft that meafuies fhould lie 
“ taken by tht Parliament of Ireland for giving the like 
“ proteiftion to the copy rights of authors and bookfellers, 
“ and to the engraved property of theengraveu, piint and 
“ map fellers of that kingdom. 

“ XVIII Hiat It js expedient, that fuch exclufive rights 
‘‘ and piivileges, arifing from new inventions, as are now 
legally polleffcd \Mthin (neat Britain, under letters 
“ patent from the Crown, fhall continue to he proteifted m 
“ the manner they are at prefent by the laws of •Great 
“ Biitain; and that it is juft that meafures ftiould be taken 
“ by the Parliament of Ireland, for giving the like pro- 
“ teOion to fmiiliar lights and privileges in that kingdom; 
‘‘ and alfo that it is expedient that legulations lliould be 
“ adopted, witn refpe£l to letters patent hereafter to be 
“ granted in the cale of new inventions, fo that the rights, 
privileges, and icftncftions, therein granted andpoiitained, 
“ lhall be of equal force and duration throughout both 
“ kingdoms. 

** XIX. That Jt IS expedient, that meafures ftiould be 
“ taken to^ prevent dilputes, touching the exerede of the 
“ right of the inhabitants of each kingdom to fifh on the 
“ coafts of any part of tht Bntifli dominions. 

“ XX. 'lhat the appropriation of whatever fum the 
“ grofs hereditary rcvenue of the kingdom of Ireland 
(ihe due collctftion thereof being fecured by permanent 
“ provifions) fliall produce, after dedu6fmg all drawbacks, 
“ re-piyments, or bounties granted in the nature of diaw- 
“ backs, over and above the fum of fix hundred and ftfty-ftx 
thoufand Pounds in each yeai, towards the fupport of the 
naval force of the empire, to be applied in fuch manner 
as the Parliament of Ireland fliall dnt^a by an a<ft to be 
Voj-. XVIII. 4 B . « pafToi 
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** paiTed for that purpofe, will be a fatisfadlory provifion* 

, porportioned to the growing profperity of that kingdom, 

' “ towards defraying, in time of peace, the neceflary expences 

“ of protedling the trade and general interefts of the empire.” 
Mr Clian- Mr. Chancellor Pitt laid, after the long and repeated dif- 
celiot Pitt, cuffions that the refolutions liad undergone in that Houfe 
It would not be ncccffiry for him to trouble gpntlemen 
with any thing at that time on the fuhjeft. If n the courle 
of the debate any thing ftiould be fa.d that might c.'Il tor 
explanation or require an anfwer, he flittered himlelt he 
Should be permitted to fpeak to it, he would thcrr'fore re- 
ferve hiuifelf for that cccafion, and would be c< n’ent foi the 
prefent with moving an addrefs to His in oidci 

to carry the rclolutions in due form before the u'lament 
of Ireland. 

‘ “ That the foregoing refolutions be laul beforf Iis 

Majefty, with an humble addrels, aflunng His MajciS, 
that His faithful Commons have taken into tluir moli 
** ferious confidcration the important fubjcft of the comrai r- 
‘‘ cial intercoufe between Grcit Britain and Ireland, recoin 
“ mended in His M^jofly’s fpcccli at the opening of the 
prefent ffflion, and the refolutions of the two Houles of 
Parliament in Iiehmd, which vcrc laid befmc vs, bv HiS 
M.ijefly’s command, on the 22d day of [ chriiary I ift 
“ That, after a long and caicful in,v.fligjimn of the 
various quefl.ons necefTarriy anhng oit oi ih's < emprt- 
“ heiifive lubjeiSf, we ha\e come to the k\e, u rclolulioiis 
which we now humbly prefent to Hit and 

which,*we trufl, will form the bafis of in ididnirgeons • 
and permanent commercial fettlement bclvem His \*a- 
jelly’s kingdoms of Gieat Biirim aiH Inland 
‘‘ That w'e have proceeded on the founchricn of the 
iefolutio,is of the Parliament of litlmd, bvt, in confi- 
deriii^ fo extenfne an arrangement, we hr i found it 
neceffaiy to intioJuce fonr inddifia n.ous and exceptions, 
‘‘ and we have addfd fuch regulations and condit'ons, as 
“ appeared to us mdilpenfahly neceflaiy for cflabbiliTg tlie 
propofed agiceiiumt on jufl ind equitable piincijiUs, and 
for fecuiing to both coimliies thofe commeicial advin- 
“ tages, to an equal enjoyment of which they art n future 
to he entitled • 

That His Majefly’s fubj’edls m Ireland, being fecured 
“ in a full and lafling particijiation of the tude of the 
Bntifh Colonw'!, mull, we are perfuaJed, acknowledge the 

“ inflict 
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‘‘ juflice of their continuing to enjoy it on the fame terms 
« with His^Majefty’s fubjeits in Great Britain: > 

“ And' It IS, we conceive, equally manifeft, that, as the 
“ Blips and manners of Ireland are to continue, in all 
“ time to come, to enjoy the fame privileges with thofe 
“ of Great Britain, the lame provifions fhould be adopted 
“ in Ireland as may be found neceflary in this country, for 
“ fecuiiiig thofe advantages exclufively to the fubje£Is of 
‘‘ the empire this object is eflentially connected with the 
“ maritime fliength of His Majefty’s dominions, and con- 
“ fequently with the fafety and profperity both of Great 
Britain and Ireland 

We therefoie deem it indifpenfable that thefe points 
fhould be lecured, conditions as neceffary to the exiftence 
‘‘ and duration of the agreement between the two coun- 
“ tries they can only be carried into effeft by laws to 
“ be paficd in the Parliament of Ireland, which is alone 
“ competent to bind His MajeBy’s fubjefts in that king- 
“ dom, a’ld whofe legiflative rights we ftiall ever hold as 
lacred as our ovi n * 

“ It rcmaiiis for the Parliament of Ireland to judge, ac- 
“ cording to their wifdom and difcretion, of thele con- 
“ ditions, as vy,cll as of every other part of the fcttlement 
“ propofed to be cftib’.iflied by mutual confent: 

“ Oqr purpole in thele refolutions is, to promote alike 
« the commercial intcrefts of His Majefty’s fubjeiSIs in both 
countries, and wc are perfuaded, that the common pro- 
‘‘ fjienty of the two kingdoms will be thereby greatly 
advanced, the fubjedls of each will in futurfe apply them- 
“ felves to thole branches of commerce which they can 
exerc.fs with moft advantage, and the wealth, fo diffufed 
“ throifgh e\ei) part, will operate as a general bene£t to 
** the vvhble’ 

“ Wc Jiave th^s far performed our part in this important 
bufincls, and v/e trafl, that, m the whole cf its piogrefs, 
“ lecipiocal intercr..s and mutual alledlion will infure that 
Ip'rit of union fo eflentially necelTary to the great end 
which the two countries ha/c equally in view ; 

“ In tills perfuafjon we look forward, with confidence, 
‘‘ to the final completion of a nireafure which, while it 
“ ic«.ds to perpetuate Inrmony and friendfhip between the 
“ two kingdoms, iiiufl, by augmenting riieir refources, 
“ uii'tmg the-r effort:, and confolidating then ftrength, 
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a^rd His MajeAy the foreft laeatis of eAfthliOiingi on a 
** laAing foundation, the fafety ]^rof|^rity, and glory of tlte 
** empire,” 

I^ord B«uu- Lord BMueimmp declared he could not give his allent to the 

champ. propofed adtlrefs, becaufe it beftowed praife on Minifter^ to 
which he did not think them entitled, either from the wifdom 
of the mcafure itfelf, or from the difcretion with which it had 
been condut51ed, and that he doubted the propriety of ad- 
dre/Htig the Crown at all till we knew the fate of our pro- 
pofitions in the After kingdom. He obferved, that the Jiifh 
Parliament ftand in an awkward predicament, they have 
adopted a fyftem, concluding it to be final, they have thanked 
His Majefty for it, and they now have the mortificition to 
fee It almoft totally changed by the nation for which it was 
intended; and he cautioned the Houle againfi: nfking a fimi- 
lar humiliation. He faid, that the addiefs was 111 fac^ a ma- 
nifefto addrefled to the Bntifh manufa61:ureis on one fide, and 
to the Infti nation on the other, to calm the appiehcnfions ot 
both . that It was unufual for Parliament to enter into fuch 
a juftification of their mealures, and the puns taken to re- 
move ohjc<Slions, betray a confcioufnefs tint they aie well 
founded ; that however the good fenfe of both kingdoms will 
attend to the real merits oi the queftion abftiadted from all 
paity colouring, and the noble Lord faid, he thought the 
addrefs was objeiSlionable in another hpht, as it held out the 
propofitions as the ultimatum of this kingdom, to which we 
were at all events determined to adhere • fuch language had, 
indeed, been held in every ftage of the bufinefi*, and yet we 
had lubftantiajly altered it m each, and, perhaps, if we are 
to judge of the future by thepaft, we miy ftill be far removed 
from the point of union on which both nations may he dil- 
pofed to fign and feal foi ever. He faid, that it th<f aftlirance 
held out by the addrefs of laftmg harmony between the two 
kingdoms, as the fure confequence of this fyftem, was well 
founded, the fafety of this manufa6turd, op of that bianch ot 
trade, was a very inferior confideration, that it was natural, 
however, to confider how far fafts fupported this afleiiion , 
and he appealed to the experience of the Houfe, whether, on 
any former occafion, fuch a numerous and refpeiStahle boclv 
of manufartureis had ever appeared at the bar of the two 
Houfes. That what they have afterted heie, they have con¬ 
firmed on oath in anothei place, and they perfevere in their 
original oppofition, notwithftanding all the changes which 
this fyftem has received. He faid, that it was unjoft to charge 
the reptefentatives of that intereft with illiberal feelings in re¬ 
gard 
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garJ to Iretand, becnufe, burdened as they are, they mttft 
naturally be jealous of every innovation; efpecially when in¬ 
troduced in luch dark and oracular theoiifnis of trade, that 
even members of tins Houfc were fo pu2 2led with theni> as 
to declare that they fnpporttd the fyrtem, not becaufe they 
underllood it, but bccaufc they pheed an unbounded confi¬ 
dence in the Mmificr who propoied it. If, indeed, the only 
objedl we have 111 view is to reduce the poit»dutirs of the two 
kingdoms nearer to an equility, thatohjedl may be gradually 
attained without convulhng both by one violent expenmeni, 
and the Britilh maiiutadlurers would be too hberal to objeft 
to It in thofe inftanccs, when genuine equality would be the 
refult. But he faid the policy of adopting one large fpecious 
ineafure to aflimilate, at a flrokc, the fituation of two coun¬ 
tries difTeiing in evny circumflance, was preferred to theob- 
Iclete wifdoin of applying a leraedy as the cafe might happen 
to require it. It it is oh|tdfed, that on a great political quef- 
tion of uniting two kingdoms the wiflies ot manufadlurers are 
not to determine the condu<51: of the legiflature, tlie anfwer 
IS, that if appearances are to be truftul, no fuch union is 
likely to ante out of the prefent meafures. Will any gentle¬ 
man aflert that the inhabitants of Dublin are now waiting, 
with outftrc^chcd arms, in eager expcdlation of the boon and 
bleffing which we have prepared for them ? very cen¬ 
tral y is the faiSl; if Gieat Britain wiflics for dclav, Ireland 
appears unequivocally to wifli alfo for delay, the hafty rati¬ 
fication of this treaty is deprecated with equal anxiety by 
both ; many Irifli counties, and great commercial citjes, nave 
already fpoken out, many others might have done the fame; 
but a general cxpeflation has prevail^, and, peihaps, at this 
hour, is fcarcely extiiiguifhed, that the fyftem will, m fome 
flage or othei*, he again accommodated to their vvifhes. He 
laid that it was a veiy weak mode of realoning, which infeis, 
that both kingdoms catyiot have caule to complain, and what 
is loft by one muft be acquired by the other. In d fP^ient 
points of view rt may h^ difadvantageous to both ; it may 
Cruih the infant manutailory of Ireland in the firft inftance, 
and ultimately tend to the lemoval of thofe of Gieat Britain. 
Should any leakage happen from it in our revenue, lieland 
would receive a {lender compenlatiou for her ftiaie of the ca¬ 
lamity by the increafe of her exports , or fliould the laws ot 
navigation helefs faithfully admmiftered, a part of the carry¬ 
ing trade, and of our naval ftiength may he transferred not 
from one kingdom to the other, but to the natural rivals of 
both bchdes, this is a complex .urangement, ccnfifting of 

pohucs 
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politics as \frell as commerce , Ireland may com^am m the 
one inftance, and Great Britain feel hcrfelf aggrieved in the 
other. If this is the cafe in any degree, why Ihould we ob¬ 
trude upon both kingdoms what is grudgingly given by the 
one, and reluiSlantly accepted by the other ? Will the bonds 
of afFcdliOn be ftrengthened by fixing them into this political 
marriage, as it has been called ^ 1 he aifguft of one party 

is fufficient to embitter that ftate, will the difinchnation of 
both improve the proIpe£l of future happinefs ? He farther 
faid, this meafure had been vindicated, on a fuppofed deter¬ 
mination in the Inlli Pailiiment to lay prottding duties, of 
which four mflaiices have been produced m the Report ot the 
Privy Council, who were diredlcd, after ihe inealuie was 
opened in Ireland, to find out the bell rt ifons on which it 
might be jufiified here That in none of thefe could he trace 
any fpirit ot hoftihty to the trade of Gieat Biitain. 'Ihe 
cafe of beer was fimply this the inland cxcile having been 
augmented, it became neceflary toriifethe port duty, that 
foreign beer might not have a new advantage over the home¬ 
made beer in the Irifh market. The duty on W'ire is equally 
inconclufive to the purpofe for which it is adduced; it was 
pointed agiinft the importation of a Dutch, not an Enghfli 
ccminodity, and as it lafted only a year, if it proves my thing, 
it proves the diredl reverfe of what the Privy Council have en¬ 
deavoured to convey. The cale of mufiins and callicoes is 
only the application of an old law of Charles II, and the m- 
creafe of duty upon imported fugars arofe from the different 
piinciples on which the drawback of our lafi duty was calcu-, 
lated, or which the Infli Parlnmcnt made the application, 
and fixed their port duty accordingly But the noble Lord 
faid, that though two or three ftraggling inftances might be 
found in the Iriih ftatute book of proieiflingt duties, they 
would not juflify the broad averment of the Privy Council. 
That either a fyftem of prohibiting duties 01 Britifli manu- 
fadluies muft be expeiSled, or the prelent meaiurc adopted to 
prevent them. He faid he law no neceflity foi eitlier, efpe- 
cially as m the cafe of woollens, the Irilh Parliament have 
recently difclaimed the principle, and, indeed, the whole 
hiflory of tlieir rates is .a proof that they liave earned their 
commercial preference for Great Butam to as greit a length 
as one country can cxpc£l from another. He faid, that to 
him, therefore, the fvfiem feerned to have begun in a inifiake, 
and that theprogrefs of it had exa£lly correipondod to the be¬ 
ginning 7 he grant of the Britifli market wras opened with¬ 
out the knowledge or participation of the giantors, whofc 

confenc 



A. 1785. DEBATED* 

* ^ Vn 

confcnt Was Aipnlated for as a thing of cootfe. The confttty 
gcntlenwn of Ireland were as little in the fecret as the iificbl- 
bers of this Houfe. From the rapidity with which it pro¬ 
ceeded, It appeared more like the offer of oiieMinifter to ano- 
thet than as a negociation between two independent legifla- 
tures; and the fmaileft delay w?s obje£led to in the indecent 
fuggeftion, that it would give time to the Briufli manufac¬ 
turers to colledl th^'ir foice, and, perhaps, oppofe it with ef- 
feiSf, National fetllcments can only be permanent where the 
precife natuie iiid ext'^rit of them is fully underflood. Were 
the matter of the prelcnt treaty urexceptionable, the manner 
in which it had been condudlcd could not fail to give offence. 
In every ffage it has been called a peiminent aiiaiigement, 
yer, in every pait of rs piogrefs, it Ins been maternlly al¬ 
tered, and It All! retains the name, though Icarcel/ a veAige 
remams of the oiiginal plan. Indeed the rwo kingdoms have 
pioceeded on pirallel lines, without a jioflihility of meeting, 
until the one or the othei Aiall abandon the pnnciplis on 
which It h ts piofeflcd to adit. P'^rh ips comineicial concenis 
ai ’ of too lluPuaniig a n iture 10 rcll on '■ny other foundation 
I'lhi tUea^i^of Ti" two legiflatuiP'-, " h«ch v^ill continue as 
1 'MT as tnes find ili^ii iru'^inl inteicf 1.1 ol)fer\ing tluiTi, 
ie*s ti f I ^1 ' t fha aims ai a higher famflion, by inak- 
th' 'licit CP III on tl • '■ai'ute ol a fingie article Were 
4 i\ iIk 1> Ic ps which hive heel predidled iflu- 

) h [ [>f ho A 1 qle vould I'uh ? d'^chrat on of peima- 
I'e id I (d f ), as each kingdom would he forced, by 
I iw 11 ii r,i Jtivation, to a breach of the luaty. Bur 
1 lid li {' il }< cl with thol** great authouties \^llo pi eft r this 
»g I liMl I > tl't union of Scot! ind, becaufe ihaaiticles of 
n r 1 ty lie iM lied , foi to v\ hat does loch a mode of rejfomng 
ten 1 hut) the more powerful nation a chim to hold the 
wetkti to I, r j'ii| uluions, whilA Aie may exp! nn away tho% 
j i ts of tiio treaty which file finds inconvenient to herfelf? 
Ite fiiiilier lud tint leciprocity is not the bdis of this treaty. 
It may be uige 1 to I e tdif to both 1 ingdoms on tlie final ba- 
1 pec, liut I IS impropei to apply to it the term*: of a full pai - 
I'-'ipation of commetcial a Wantages asconf rred upon lul md, 
bee Kile they ar? mo-e comprehei live than the fubrequent re-* 
folutioiis will watiant hot inft ince, vnllthetwo kingdoms 
he on a fooling, in regard to the exportation of raw materi¬ 
als to each other ? By th'* feventh lefolution, as tianlmitted 
f'om Ireland, no proh bitions could be l-nd by either, except 
to counteivail an txifling prohibition in the othei kingdom. 
"A he lart claule is now oiimieJ, and t ;»'ecuenily all the Bn- 
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are/e(Ctired to the: British maricet for ever. With re^atd to 
beer and fpintSy the reciprocity is alfo laid afidci for to what 
purpofe are the bounties on tnofe articles referved, unlefs to 
give a decided fupenonty againft the biewery and dtftillery pf 
Ireland ? If Iieland is to countervail thofe bounties, it it only 
a facnhce of lo iiiuth of the Britifli revenue. He farther faid, 
that the eleventh and twelveth propofitions were liable to the 
fame oldei iTat'on, and it carr'cd into full execution, which it 
cani’ot bo doubted thev will be under the apprehenlions of 
oni manut .dtuiers, rhe Infli merchandize will, in many in- 
If m-es, b> their 1 int operation, become chargeable with dii- 
l»\orsd , b.it arf at ]>relcr't pTul, and, in many others, 
b^ rob^ vd'ti i ^ r„n 1 pi'^hibitions He alfo obferved, that 
the 1*.^' w ng <’< ii j’ltorcourfe between the two king- 
tb ht'j *•) icgulatioiis of a bond and cocket, will be 

f bijidenfome and rxpenhve, as well as contrary to the 
cxp’fciied delire of the IiiHi Parliament, to extend as much 
as poflihle, and facilitate the means of future intercourfe; and 
tha; It IS veiy ftrange to find a Iclicme of reciprocal rellric- 
tion built an fuch a foundation As to the feventh relolu- 
tion, he faid, it is an open vrriance with the third, winch 
cxpreflly Hates, “ that the import of colonial goods lhall he 
made into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under 
the fame regulations,” whereas the reHramts impofed by the 
feventh afftcSl Ireland only, and do not purport to extend to 
Great Britain. In regard to the linen trade, which Great 
Britain has Hipulated in a former reign to encourage in Ire¬ 
land, It does not appear to derive any new fecunty from thefe 
propotitions, or, indeed, to require any, as her prefent policy 
IS founded in the wifeft views of the ful>je <51 for hei own m- 
tereft. By fuffenng Itifh linens to come here free from duty, 
wc fecure* the beft materials for our own printing trade , and 
by granting a bounty on their export, we infuie to the fac¬ 
tors of London thecoramiHion, andoth^r advantages of fend¬ 
ing them to every part of the woild. And he faiU, he hoped 
this fyftem was not intended to he altered under the power 
referved of countervailing the In/li bounty on flax feed, and 
the premiums of the Dublin Society, by the thirteenth and 
fifteenth refolutions. The noble Lord farther obfirved, in 
relation to the Eqft Indies, that the ninth refolution tends to 
put the fubjedls of the two kingdoms in very diillrent fitua- 
tions, in cafe Great Britain fhould ever lay that commerce 
open, It 18 improbable that fuch a cafe will happen, as .ill the 
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found It advifiible to*^ k the in^|ii<k:i|.i#^QWtt* 

pany, and therefore k doe* not mm ter^ netiffitr^r |dK iM^tr 
to bind Ireland^ any conditfobs on ^lK:n a detitiiHgimty tik^ 
mg place, erpecially as the Infh FarliadWi^l^ by not toueli-* 
ing on the fubjeift in tlieir ordinal propofitloni, have plains 
Jy indicated their unwillingnels to enter upori it. With re¬ 
gard to the £ak-lodia trade during the fuhfiftence of the pre- 
irnt charter, it Is held, that the Irifh are equally compre¬ 
hended with the fuhjefis of Gre^t Britain, in die reiiramt 
againk trading beta^n the Scm|hfs of MagellaDfl Itid the 
Cape of Good Hope, but upon the expiration of thd«bar(«r 
they will be at liberty to purchafe Eaft-lndia gdods wfuMievct 
they pleafe, and coniequently have a verv natuatde fubjetft i« 
tlieir hands to treat upon, the Irifli Parfmment wdl tbew, tto 
doubt, flieW every fair attOfttior to llie views and ititdveft of 
Great Britain, but what a facribceaTe they, under this refo- 
lution, called upon to make? to renounce all inttfreourfe for 


ever «ith one half of the globe. How meoy noW foorces of 
tude may be dilcovered within thefo exiletifivu liniKs, of 
which we debar them the ufe for ever by the fttbke €»£ at peiij, 
without any rational motive for excluding our foWtrwfubjtdla 
from a chance in that commercial tottery which is open to 
every other people upon earth. To a nation with fo fmali 
a capital, jmd lo very mconfiderable a kock of Aiipping, 
ftich a fpecuiation would probably prove very mifehievous 
under her prelent circumftanees, but thoCe ciTcatWftano«i> m.ty 
hereafter fo far change, as to make Ireland regret tire having 
aBVnted to fo fevere and fo uncalled-for a reftri^ion, as th$ 


pipfent refolution purports to tmpnfe, and the price held out 
to iier as a temptation to fubmit to it, is founded on obfo- 
lute fleceptioii, as no India fliips wifi evw fee ^^ed byndie ^ 
Company to go out of their courfe, and poffibly tolif tfuitt " 
pa{ni|e, to touch in the Inlh ports. The Cofnpitny dosi 
not vi^fuai thmr own Jfeiiw, but employs contraftorl to do 
fo, wjio furuifh them With Englifh provHiohs ; and If iriftl^ 
hnens, or other articles are wanted for pHfatc trade,^ they 
may be had in Eng^dl as cheap as m treland, and coAib- * 
queotly no alteration is to be expbfled m the ofoal cous^ 
which the oiitWurd*>boundTndhQhen hav« hitherto t^cen. In 


the cafo of the Indian con w i erce betdg lafdoptti, the flsMlIt 
of Commons had foggbfted to Ir^tii their IditK! |ho 

Eaft-India impoitations might be fiiadu froth thufoiiM come 
tries as thole of Grcdt Britain, but fbe uthisidiWAt of iSm 
Lords, hy confining the Iriih to recrivt them foods fowt^ or 
Bnnm Ibttlemeiits nfthe EaB Indict, wBI ^roriitt tAwlr 
. VoL,^XVllI* 4 C pottatwns, 




% ^ 


^ LI A. 1705..' 

portatkm&oCteat or<othe^ Eaft-iodia goodi, in every poifibte 
ca(e» frwn any nation m Europe, which Parliament have 
often found It neceffary to admit, and therefore will make a 
great eventual difference m the fituation of the cjvo king¬ 
doms. As It fubjefts Ireland alfo to fimilar duties with 
Great Britain, it is liable to the fame objeilion, as many 
other articles of the treau, of 'propofing to leg'flate for Ire¬ 
land, and particularly if this kingdom Ihould think fit to 
revive the high duties on tea, it will be found to be a very 
oppreiTivc application of the dodlnne contained in the fourth ^ 
and hfth retolutions, to which the noble Lord luid, he had " 
'' already objefted, hut would fliortly leftate his objedfions to 
the Houfe. He neVer had conhdered them as forcibly re- 
fuming the right to legiflate for Ireland It is an attempt to 
‘recover a large fhare of that right, by negociation with the 
Parliament of lieland. The fouith refolution propoles to 
Ireland, t,o bind her public faith to adopt fuch laws as have 
prcvioUfly been palled in the Briufli Parliament, provided they 
anfwerto the defciiption given mthe refolutton, the policy 
of thefe lavis ran never be entered into by litlaiid, the only 
fubje^ on which Ihe can deliberate is, whether they purport 
to confer equal benefits, and impofe equal refirauits, in which 
cafe the treaty muft of neceffity attach upon them, bor his 
part, he laid, he confldered this propofal as impolitic as well 
as nnneceflfery, betaufe Ireland has recognived in the pream¬ 
ble tojone of her Ilatutes, the propiiety of having fimilai 
laws of trade and navigation* An independent country can¬ 
not give a ftronger fecurity ; for if fhe is not to exercife fiei 
judgemei^t on each feparate propofition as it is tendered to' 
her, how can herfegiflature be faid to be free ? Befides the 
words mutual benefit, and mutual rellramt, give no fecu¬ 
rity , for a regulation of commerce, purporting to be equal, 
may be advantageous to a rich country, and Vumous to a 
poor one, and the purview of the refolution has a wide range— 

It IS not confined to the fimple caQ; of lecurnig exclufive pri¬ 
vileges to Bntilh and Infli Ihipping, nut includes every pof- 
fible regulation of trade, even in thofe inftances where the 
fandions are internal, and muft de|)end for their execution 
on Itifh Courts, and on Trifh juries* He faid, that he faw 
no middle term between the perfed): independence of Ireland, 
and the incorporation of her legiiUture into this, and that an 
union appear^ to h.m to be Ids exceptionable, even on Irifh 
■principles, than the mutilation of her powers in the manner 
t.propofedi as, in the one cafei fhe muft retain a large (hare of 
tnfluenco in the councils of the empire; m the ocher, her 
conf^t is as a matter of courfe. She may indeed reje^ it ; 

si , but 
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jedt i7(rhat we rxv^y to requircr H4 

that a fitnilarit]^ of dotiea mak^ a part ^ this arpml^bMa^ 
and that the expoits, as well as imports of Ireland irom tfer 
Weft Indies, and even the United States, though they rwi# 
form a branch of the foreign trade of Ireland, *tre to he loaded 
with the fame burdens as thoie of Great Britain Can lr»*^ 


land ever hope for a Weft-India trade on this footing? She 
has a Imall ftock of fhippmg, fmall capital, and the long- 
eftabliftied corierpondencies ot Great Britain, to prevent her 
making large importations, but for her own confumption. 
Why Ihould we wifti to *put her m a worfe iituation than 
fhe now ftands in, by taking from her the option oi impoit- 
mg through Great Britain, at the low duties, which nowde<«||^ 
pends folely on herfelf) Under this arrangement we aftume 
the power of ftxing at our pleafurethe amount to be pard on 
die moft produ^ive br«nches of the Irifh revenue, and of 
perpetuating her additional duties,i. which now depends on the 
free will of hei Parliament, and on wliiich theft fecurity for 
frequent felHons principally refts. Suppoie that we ihould 
take off the drawback on the falted ptovifions exported from 
hence to the Weft Indies, on the principle, that the tax will 
fall only on the confumption of our own ill mds Ireland, 

notorioufly in the poiTeifion of that trade, muft impole a cor- 
relponding burden on her beef and butter, or declare the 
treaty to be at an end. As to her imports, it is unneceflary 
to prove that ihe cannot bear the Britifti duties, and the p x)- 
bable increife of them on rum and fugar. The part of the 
globe to which Ireland naturally looks for a vent* of her pro¬ 
duce, and the extenfton of her commerce, is America, but 
under the fixteenth lelolution, we .ilTume the control over 
her exports toahat continent* by the power of regulating her 
import duties on every article which is, oi may hereafter be 
produced in the Weft-Iqdia illands, comprehending rum, to¬ 
bacco, and various‘materiaft of nnnufafture. Under fucb a 
fyftem 6f uncertainty on one fide, and reftndlion on the 
other, without the power of giantmga bounty on her infant 
manufaiftures but by the confent of Great Britain, will'ndt 
Ireland lofe all encouragement to embark in new ipeculations 
of commerce, and foon become fenfiblethat her fituition, m- 
ftead of being improved, is tendered worfe by the grant of s 
Weft-India trade, on account of the many various conditions ^ 
with which It IS accompanied? 

Ihe noble Lord, faid he had always regretted that the 
twentieth refolution made any^art of the propoied treaty, as 
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laUhriTs pf Iflbe ^j«u s^de it of no moment^ 
paMepfe^O'thofe who wi/h to’^''a!mie former fettlemaitc 
with Iiehtnd, bpcaufe no fuch grant wa$ annexed to them. 

faid that only two methods occurred of treating with 
leelandy the one is to trail to her known generohty and 
feendihip) the other is to make a clofe bargain which ihe 
cannot let alkie. In the prefent rnllaiice ive have done 
neither, but have adopted a middle courfe we llruggle 
pertinaeioully for a bond, thou^ that bond only implies 
diHruft, ana confers no Iccurity whatever. Would any 
man of fenfr afl m a piivate tranlaiSkion on the fame prin¬ 
ciple which he here recommends to the adoption of the 
i|Bgillature 5 We fall at the fame time into another incon- 
fiftency; we abandon the principle as foon as we have 
eftablilhtd it, and after exa^ing a very limited affiftance 
from Ireland m time of peace, we trull entirely to her 
generoltty in tune of war When we want alHHance much 
more. In other words, we in'Vert every rule of policy, 
and a(?l moll nngracioufly towards one kingdom lor no 
pnrpofe but to delude the other, with the exi)c6lation of 
a revenue winch we know c^in nevei be realivcd. The noble 
Lord faid, that in another view he dilapproved the prelent 
relolution; it any claim fubfifts on the part of the Crown 
to the difpoial of this lurplus, or if the revenut, in quellion 
is already apjn opnated to public ufes, what pntenfions have 
iVe to interpofe for the purpole of deteimuiing an uniettled 
point in the conftiti^tion of Ireland^ Can the <]uell(on of 
right evei come belore us, or can we dke upon ourfelves to 
dt-cide what is or is not inherent in the Crown of Ireland^ 
^Ve Jail year, without either meflage or recoinipendalion 
from His JMajelly, thought lit to make a new appropiiatioii 
of eftates a<5tually yelled in the Crow n, of which he legally 
had no knowledge till it was tendered tor His Royal affent. 
k.ft us not extend the principle of tiuit durel's upon the 
Crown to a cale fo lingularly circumlraiiced, and fo befet 
with cdnllituupnal difficulties as the prefent. He faither 
itiid that the quellion had been aiguecl upon gtounds which 
The hilloiv of the hereditary revenue,, ^d the accounts upon 
the table flatly contradid. Upon what fg^ls does it appear 
tQ be ih- barometer of the public profpenty of Ireland, 
wiicn tliat kingdom has been the poorell ^ The flow into 
that icvtnqe has been unufually high. Since the peace of 
It cannot be dmred tlut IrdUud has gradually ui- 
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ct€i.vm m <^lence ana p coitjfM^cM y«t| ttpon evi^ 
indium *6# feveii: years, ilnce tKat perina to th« preibit^ ns- 
ft«ad of gl-ovring with her growth, inoteafing in pro¬ 
portion to hei wealth, it has actually declined. Even the 
freedom given to her trade has produced no favourable 
Variation in this branch of her revenue; but whether tiie 
produce of it be coufiderable or not, it depends* iolely on 
the future pleafure of the Irifh Parliament, whethei any 
benefit’’llwll anfe from it to llie general purpofes ot the 
tinpife, as if they repent of the grant, they can make a pio- 
portiomte redu< 3 ion m their army to countervail their pay* 
ments to the navv; or if that meafure fliould appear unde- 
firible, as a produiSlive year is uiually followed by an 
unproilu(?five one, they can fo arrange the payments info 
the r-xchetiuei, as to prevent an ext^ing <m the account 
of one year/ Yet to get at this roiferable pittance of. 
rt venue, What rule of piopriety have we not infringed 
In the 111 ft plate we have altered the onginat terms of a* 
grant of money from Ireland; the tenth refolution as tranf- 
mitttrd to us was not coupled with the others, as the price 
at which flie was to puicliale an enlaigement of her trade; 
the idea was cauti'oufly avoided, and it was tendered as a 
giatuitous gift. It provided, at the fame time, for the 
occonomy of her own government, as admimftered by Britifls, 
R^limfters, and purported to equalive the expenditure ot Ire- 
Luid with ht^r revenue, which was followed by new duties 
• to the amount of 140,000!. a year. Of this we h^ve 
thought fit to take no notice whatever, and have proceeded, 
on the fuppofition of this grant, though we have rejefted the 
condition which was fluted as eflential to it; and we notr 
lequirc a ntftpetual bill of regulation to fecitre its colleilioti. 
The noble I^orJ faid he had many ohjeflions to this on 
Kritii’i as well as Irifli grounds; if tite participation of the 
Biitifh market was a wiong conceilion, no fum of money 
ought to tempt us to part with it. Jf it is right m 
we fliall be abundantly rewarded bv the mcreafe of Irifti • 
prcdpeiit); and fliall be viiy futt of the liberal contribu¬ 
tions to the general purpofes of the empire, but that tlrt 
accepiance of this furplus may be confidtted as a ^nal 
piicc, and give a check to that generoftty, as well as bar 
the equity of all future expeiflations. The ndble Lord faid, 
that he held himfelf juftified in ftatmg thofe obje^ious, 
becauie, ftrange as it is, the matters immediately afFeOmg 
Ireland, have not yet been fubmitted to hei Parliament, 
and therefore eveiy Britilh member is to judge whether the 
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teilm& iji qii|fi:ion to an ^ndef^endont 

kingdom' or not. He faid ne Had not toudied on tl»e lop- 
pofed compenfatibd to Ireland for all the real facriHces he had 
mentioned, by the privilege of lending her manufactures to 
this market, becaufe, under the condition annexed to the 
privilege, the Irifli do not believe in the efficacy of the 
compcnfation, while the Bntilh manufacturers regard it 
with horror. The condition is couched m terms to pei- 
plcxed and obfcure, that we lhall retain the power of ex¬ 
pounding them hcrcaftei as we pleate. The Iritli propofal to 
s add tlie amount of the duty of excife, the material of tlic 
minufaCture to the port duty, is a limple idea, and admits 
of an eafy calculation. From that idea we have departed, 
and under the twelfth refolution we retain the right to add 
fo much to both as may fubjeCl the manutai^urcs of 
Ireland on importation to burdens adequate to thofe of 
Great Britain. In the firft place it may be afked, why this 
idea was never communicated to the Parliament of Ii eland, 
as plain dealing is the heft policy, and they ought to hive 
known the whole of what we intended. The anfwer may 
poffibly be, that it never was thought of, but the conle- 
quence clearly is, that Ireland will make palpable faci ifices 
of her intereft, which cannot afterwards be explained away, 
to plirchafe problematical advantages, depending on fuch a 
latitude of interpretation, that though Ihe finds herfelf baulked 
m every expei^ation, fhe cannot fix upon any breach of the 
engagement. What is the ptecife meaning of a duty ade¬ 
quate to Lounteivail the burdens impofed on a manufac- 
tuie? Is the diminution of capital occcafioned by the advanced 
duty ill the early ftage of it to be comprehended, or the 
fecondary articles of coal, oil, iron, foap, 5 tc. wduch make 
a pait of aimofl: every manufaCtuie^ The difficulty is to 
fix tlie data on which to begin the calculation. When 
the dati aie fettled, computers may include the mmutefe 
objects. The raanufaiSlurers of glafs, and of leather, have 
told us, tjiat the difficulties are infmmountable m their 
branches of buflnefs. Then reafons are m every body’s 
har»ds, and it Is unneceflary to repeat them. It forms a 
llrong prefumption in favour of their judgement, that the 
fjftem m queflion has never been tried, and theiefore its 
opeiation mufi: be conjedural. It applies not only to every 
poffible branch of intercourfe between the two kingdoms, 
but to every leparate article m each to be grounded on a 
difiwift principle of calculation. The countervailing duty, 
which applies to a pair of Infh fhoes, will not aflift the 
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cilculation with regard to’aa Inili / One obferva* 

tion applies tQ eyery cafe—it is placed too l^w, it will 
give no fecunty to our manufailui^rs; if it is 'placed too 
high, we lliall keep no faith with Ireland, To afcertam the 
medium, is a matter of infinite difficulty, and cndlels con- 
ti overly muft be the refult; but fuppoung it once fixed in 
every aiticle thit can pafs between the two kingdoms, the 
cmbarraffment is only removed for,a rime—new taxes will 
call for new countei vailing duties, and no rate is eflablilhed 
at which the progieffion is to go on,-~How is that to be 
iixed ^—1 he fignature of the tieaty is not, as in the cafe of 
ordinaly contiadls, the term, but the commencement of 
difputes—What one Parliament fays is a fufficicnt counter¬ 
vailing duty in a given cale, the othei may happen to deny ; 
the meichants and manufafluiers on each fide will mter- 
feie, the piide? of comjietition will join itfelf to the nvalfinp 
of intereft. T he letter of the treaty will be appealed to by 
one party, and tlie (pint of it by the other. I he multitude 
in both kingdoms will catch the flame—between equal and 
co-oidinate bodies who s toaibitiati, left a Angle embai- 
raflmeiit flioukl arife about a protetSfing duty laid pi Ireland 
—you will plunge mto ten thoul.ind eiiors, by adopting a 
fyftem of countervailing duties unknown and uiipia(ftifcd— 
you provoke and encourage difficulties, on the vain expec¬ 
tation of fhewiiig your wildoin rn removing tliein. W ho- 
ever remembers the agitation of men’s minds in Ireland 011 
the fubje£l: of the fugir duties, may foim fome conjedluie 
of the confoquences to be expelled if this l)ftem takes place. 

—Upon the w'hole, are we w arranted to change the coin- 
meicial fituation of both kingdoms, on the ftmty mfoima- 
tion, or on the vague fuggeftions which ha\e been fub- 
mitted to^u,'^ Shall we ftrike a blow m the dark fo irreme¬ 
diable in Its confeqjences, as this fyftem is defcribed to be 
by thofe who are to be the moft afledled by it? If we ate 
not fure that it is right,•it becomes both kingdoms to ponder 
and deliberate—delay has pointed out many errors, and thofe 
errors have been coiie6le<l; the fame, or perhaps more ad¬ 
vantage may be derived fiom faither deliberation; and; 
therefore, the noble Lonl faid he flioulJ difagree to the 
addrefs. 

Mr, Jenhnfon faid, though fo much had been faid by h”* 
him on the lubje€l of the rpfolutions on foimer occafions, 
yet fome things had fallen from the noble Lord, that ap¬ 
peared fo extiaordmary, thaf he muft make a few remarks 

on 
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and to refined fugars. With reg^ard to the firft, Ui fa^id* ft vitas 
true the duty had been iince repealed^ but it had exilled at 
the tune the Report had been drawn. With rqgard to beer, 
fo high a duty had been laid upon it, tint it operated as an 
aflual prohibition, and the fame was the cafe with regard to 
refined fugars, refpeftmg which the duty was as high as 
feven fliillings and thiee-pence iheCwt. HaMug explained this 
at fome length, he proceeded to difciifs the other arguments 
of the noble Lord, and to realon upon what was the wilc-il 
method of carrying into eftldV a plan of arrangement w ith 
Ireland, fuch as fliould meet that neceflity, which he had 
proved to exift 'L here weic, he laid, but two modes of 
doing this, that he hid ever heard 01 read oi 1 he one was, 
hy taking off all duties, and thus enabling both couiitiies to 
carry on a free commercial intercom fe The othei, by im~ 
pofing mutual moderate duties. 10 the firft ot the two, 
he owned, he was the more inclined to lean, as that 
which was the moft ht to exift between two lifier 
kingdoms with one common Sovereign at the head of 
botli of them, hut with independent legifliturcs When 
anv man turned his attention to the ftate of Cfrent Biitaui 
.vnd the ftafe of Ireland, when any man confidcred the 
fituation ©four manuf-uftuies, the turns their inllitution had 
<oft, the tarts the manufadij«ers had paid, the revenue de- 
rividfrom them, and the crincil conditi6n of onr national 
afiairs, they would fee that a tiet interv.oule could not be 
atfurded by the country. Ilitjng ft.^led thiS, he reafoned on 
tlie otlier mode, that of regu'ating the trade baween Great 
Riitain and Ireland by moderate and mutual duties. This, 
he faid, was adopted in the prefent plan, and thus a duty of 
fpii and an bilf pei cent, had been the given quantum of duty. 
He reafoned upon th"' good end and aim of fuch a duty, and 
upon Its different efFe£ls In different cafes. Hv? inftancetl th« 
duty on foreign iion^as yne realon out of many that might 
be adduced to fhew, that it was impoffible for this country 
to open an mtercourfe with Ireland free of all duty, koreign 
iron, he faid, pad fo high a duty, in order to prote£l on#, 
own raw maternl and to give BritifH iron a chan-e of 
ronfumptioii. '1 he policy was certainly a wife one, and 
therefoie it was not expedient to drop it. He treated tarthef 
on the fuhjeiSf of the raanufa^fures of Great Britain, and 
find, he thought the nnnufidfurers that bad been examined, 
were men of refpeiflable chara^ers, and that they had a£fe4 
xeiy laudaldf in the zeal they had mamfefted on t^e occafton, 
aiid the .anxiety and al.irm they had expr^fted, left their ma- 
VoL.XVlJI. * 4D nafaaure* 
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nufa£iures ihould be injured bjj the operation and eiFe£l of 
the refolntions, but inclined as he was to think well of 
the' 1 du£t, that Houfe as n Icgillative body, with a capital 
, an impoitant confideration before them, in which the 
puiiiK il and the commercial inteielis ot the empire were 
blended and deeply involved, ouglit to -uSl with an equal 
degree cf firmnefs and caution, they ought to be diieiSlcd 
by then own judgements, foimed upon a view of the whole 
ot The cafe, without giving up their opinions to othe’^s, and 
either blindlv relying on the piejudices of manula6lurers, 

” lunilly addnfted to look at that fvde ot the tjuellion only 
t i z ,10ft concerned their own individual mtirefts, or tuindly 
g, 'ing v.ay to the loud voice ot clamoui, anting from aitful 
e'cciteincnt and delufioii, or trom a complete ignorance of 
tlie true tendency of the plan in agitation, 1 hat the maim- 
fadturtrs ot this country would m fome dtgree be aftedted 
b\ the lyltein in qucftion, he liid no Iciuple to lay, w is in 
hl^ ormion probable The lowei mJ niferioi forts of manu- 
fadtures of iron, for inftance, might, and poflibly the lilk 
manufadture , but that w is a mattei that did not weigh 
greatly on his mind, bccauie m all raanufadtures ihatregauled 
the clothinii of the countrv, there conftantlv a rival- 
lliip and an imulation, and that of filk was, peiliaps the 
leaft important ot any , helidcs, it was not likely that a 
manutadture worn by fo ftw, and that depended lo mucli 
on lupenoi tafle and delicacay, fhould leave the capital, Ht; 
enti red into a ditcuftion ot the natuie of manutadfuios m 
general, and contended, that in proccl^. of time, iiianii- • 
fadluies would fliift to that country when tiiey could heft be 
earned on to advantage, lie I ud, iridivulj .Is, as they grew 
wtalihy, traded in that fmgle line of commeic. that they un- 
derltood beft, and found tiny wcie moft ht for® 1 he cafe 
ot individuals, in this point ot view, and the cafe ot king¬ 
doms, weie perfedlly applicaiile, thus in time Ireland would 
caii^ on fueh manufadiures as beft tufted her, and Inch a'- 
bell luited Great Eritain would iqiiain with us; and ;vhih 
.the mteiefts of the two kingdoms were mutual, and the pro- 
fperuv of Ireland added to the ftiength, the power, and the 
fkr,' ot the empire, it matieiLd not where the manu- 
t Clares were earned on He Hated, th it we had already 
left the coarfe iron manufadloiy, which Handers md Luge 
bail fome tJfite fince got fiom us it was therefore worth 
our while to encOilrage Ireland to profecute that nianu- 
fadlure, in order that we might buy ot her mftead of 
foreigners. Having ftated this very fully, and laid that 



A. 1785. DEBATES^ 

if Ireland /liould ever arrive at fuch perfe£lion in lier 
iron manufacture, as to abandon the coarle manufacture, 
ilie mu ft then adopt our policy, and lay a duty equally 
heavy on the importation of foieign iron, he went into 
a confideration of the fourth reiolution, which he de¬ 
clared related folely to commerce, and not to legillation. 
It was a commercnl condrion, and to he tonfidtred as the 
condition of a treaty between two mdependt nt legiflatures, 
in like minner as an\ condition in a treaty between two 
independent ftates was to be regarded. But tlic Right Hon. 
Gsntlemm oppofite to him [Mr Pox] had fai-l, who ever 
heard ot a condition in t treaty between tv,o independent 
Princes of an mdefiniti natuie? In anfwer to that lie muft 
obferve, that it was dchnilc as to its objeeV, and n every 
other point of view as definite as the mure and v, rum- 
llances of the ca(e would allow. The whole fyftem contained 
m the rdolutions was a treaty for admitting Ireland to a 
participation of our commercial aclvintages, ind the touiih 
icfolution was the condition of the compaCland whit 
was the connition ? nothing moie than that lieland fttould 
con lent to the lame laws and the lime legulations ni point 
ot nwigation and commerce that we were hound by oin- 
felve' Would any icalonablc man lay, that was legifliting 
for Ireland? Wou'd any realonable man lay, candidlv con- 
fuleiing the true meaning of the condition, that it ought 
to be conftrued into an attempt to relume that iiidepet dt nee 
conceded to Ireland in 1782, and W'hich once concede 1 , it 
would be the hcighth of abfurdity, as w'ell is injuftice, to 
attempt to r^fume ? He was ircifiuded, Iiow^vei n,t n’s mimls 
might be mliimed agunft it foi tli^ piefent, when tin P.rlia- 
ment cf Ircla iJ conlideied it coolh, when it h id been dilcu^I d 
faulv, anc^ was fully underftood, there would not he- a man 
in his loner lenfes in Iicland, who would contend, tint it 
was an unfnr, or an unreafonablc condition on the part of 
the Pailiament ol Great 4111 tain to make, or a i ifli or an im¬ 
proper condition for the Pailiameut of Ireland to accede to. 
Jt was, however, fuch i condition, as Irflind hid it in lier 
option to iccept or rejt6l. She was to be deifMinincd by 
herfelf, and he had little doubt of her deciding wilely W ith 
regard to tlie conftitutional queftaon which had been ftarted 
on the fuhje<Sl, he w.ftjcd to ftatc bis fentnnents —Much 
had been laid of the na/igation laws, tbele were to be con- 
fidered not as legal monopolies of trade, but of fcamen, on 
whole gallantry and exertions the falvation of th-s coiintiy 
depended. The present fyftem was, hovvevet, intenided to en- 

4 D 2 large 



II* 


PARI-IAMENTARY A. 1785. 

large this m<>tio(>oIy , it was its objei^ to unite the Jrijfh failor 
to the Bntilh i.ulor, and in this wav to connect the intereAs 
and confoiidate the Arength of both kingdoms. He quoted 
on this lubjeiSl: tlie opinion of a learned politician, who had 
exprclTfd his hope that the Injfh propolitions would be re- 
je^ed hv that Pailiament in which they originated—he 
meant the Dean of Glouceller It was in f.n 5 l to call on 
the Infli Parliament to renounce its legiflative rights, it was 
TTtiely a part of a tnaty; it was a condition which the Pai- 
Iiament was to ti^e into coniemplarion. They were to 
compare It with the boon offered, and they were either to 
retain or give it up for tlic equivalent fuggefted agreeable to 
their o*vn Itntiini nts and choice. It was no doubt true, that 
Ireland had a fnc and decided nglit to legiHate for itltlf. 
It was not the intention of tins country to invade her pri¬ 
vilege, 1 he prc'pofitions in qucftion by no means affeiled 
It, It on'y fuggefied a mealure to Ireland, cdcuhted for the 
good of both couiitnr'’, which, upon mutual principles of 
advmngc, it w is prek med Hie would accept, Plt.re, tliert- 
foie WMs no forcing her wCll, no iclumption of the old 
fyAem, but 1 nn’ii reniinci ilion of light qitnod lot, winch 
would t itirflv depend f’n Inr own volunfary deteiininrtion 
‘VVhrevtr meifnu, thticfoip, would folHw, what line ot 
co”du(R th^ I' Hi wcukl of courie adopt, would undoubtedly 
be confnlttetl iirt is a conk’cjuence of violence committed 
ag.nnft thenr i'n»lieoib!e rights, but as the completion of an 
engag* metit and .kk.on into wh'ch they had entered of 
th<ir own .iccoid M ith regaid to the ohjerSfions that had 
been U'ged igainll: tire whob-of the refoluiions, as well by 
the noli’e Lortl, as on for inn occafioiis hv others, they did 
not fo far op-^ntcori his mind as to indut" him to entertain 
unfavouiable idea ofihe pldi, he rpmtmbt.iu! that the 
treaty of umoii, .4S guat a political blefling as had e”cr 
dropped frr'iii heaven on two countries lo circunillancod 
and ilrii.itFd as No”"}! and South Britnn were, bad long 
be ore the tune that ri>e rti-l piHul, while it was in ag.tation, 
and tor loMcit.ne iftc-viaids, lecn the lub]t£t rf as niucli 
<'1 loqa), a t on 11 cl nnoiir, rnd at> much ahule as any mei 
lure that t was fuggelUd and earned into tffldl by any 
Bliniftt-r in an ' counti v. '\ ha authois of that lolid nation d 
bent fit were i.cccfiiriiv invoked in all the obloquy that 
had attended it, hut thcie was not, he believed, an individual 
in exillence who did not now" revere them as the bell 
ftiends to tlum country, and confulcr the union itlelf as 
the choiceA bkiling that luU ever befallen it -^bor the fake 
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uf Great Britain and Ireland, he hoped the treaty then under 
confideration would, in Tome degiee at leail, lead eithei 
through the means of the prefent, or of fome pther refo- 
lutions, to the fame happinefs, and produce the fame falutary 
elFefts, conceiving, as he did, that it might be attend with 
coniequenccs io defirable, and being of opinion that the 
addrels moved by his honourable friend, by the folemnafTurance 
It conveyed of the Britilh Parliament having no intention to 
relume the independence of the legillature of Ireland, might 
tend to conciliate the minds of the people of th it country, 
to quiet then alarms, and to remove all doubt and unoali- 
iiels, he fhould cert.-unly give it his lupport, 

Mr. hikn laid, that he role chiefly to take lonie notice of that 
j)irt of the iiglit honourable gentleman’s piclumed Ipetch 
which the intcreftof particulai manufaiSfures in this kingdom 
ought, in nnny poffible caies, to be faenhetd to important 
ol))i6ts of flate. It was very tiue, thtt in abftraiil theo>les 
of trade and commerce, etch individual of a community 
ought to he coofliud to wliaiever exertions of his talents c.in 
be made witli mofl: advantage, and that what is true in tins 
relpeiSf, with legard to individuals, is alio true as to com¬ 
munities and nations; but he had repeatedly remarked and 
legrelicd, that hot!) the right honourable gentleman and otheis 
wen apt, m then partiality and veal for thur own projodl, 
to loigtt the dillerence m the relative fituation of the two 
kingdoms. If that diflference had not exifled, he trufled 
that neither he nor thofe with whom he a£led would ever 
hive doubted, as to the expediency of making the com- 
mui'Cation of commercnl advantages between the people 
of 1 1eland and of Great Britain as free as the air which they 
brtathid It was ealy to make plauflble fpeethes upon qom- 
merciil lu^jedis replete with philanthropy and libeiality , 
but, P thole Ipecches were to be the giound-work of law 
and to influence the profperity of imilions, it was fun^lv 
nght to look a httl* to* piadlicability and ex fling cirtuin- 
llances. He would then, in plain words, endeavour to flate 
the prefent meiHire and its tendencies. 

The treaty puiported to have two obje6ls , a more com-* 
plete iiiteitourfe between the two kingdoms, and a full pa’ - 
ticipatioii of commeicial advantages from the one kingdo”>. 
to the other. At th<“ firft view, nothing could be more pleat¬ 
ing, or more eligible; but it was neceflary to recolleiS, th..t 
Great Britain, in the icquifltion of thofe advantages required 
to he communicated, had incurred an immenle debt, the m- 
terell of which depended on the colIeiSlion of certain taxes 
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)mporeil on every article both ofconfumption and commerce : 
that umK-r thefe circnraftances the public credit and political 
exifl:eiu,e ot tlie kingdom depended on a complex fyftem of 
revenue —lhat this fyftem could be proved only by ftn£l: 
regulations of port duties and internal excifes Here, then, 
thei3 arofe a ncceflity that every participation of the duties, 
exporttd on that trade, and that again could only be guarded 
by paiticipiting the toraniercial regulations, the exiftenceof 
which would be both impeiteiSl and precarious, if left to the 
fepeute dilcietion of leperate and co-ordinate legiflatuies. 
Thus, then, there wii, a regular progreflion ot thefeveral iri- 
CKlflll^ of the picltnt negociation ; an union of commerce 
led to .m union of lavation ind legulation , which could only 
be piocured by an union of commercial legillation. If, there¬ 
fore, the treaty W'as to go forward, he would freely confefs, 
that he difieted totally fiom his noble friend, who leeraed to 
earneltly to ri^gret the inleition of the fourth, fifth, and fix- 
t®enth propofinons he hid lizard willi pleatore, the woids 
of the . itended nddiefs, which ftated thofe propolitions as 
** condir.c nectirary to the exiftence and duration ot the 
** p<an ’ In this method of appreciating the bufincfs, he 
would confet', that he differed frofh others who exteiidfd 
tlie r coniideration to far, as to profefs an impartial attention 
to the interefts of both kingdoms. In great dilcuffions of 
genuff*! and joint interefts of the empire, he could puilue 
the 1 ime (ontiment , he could go farther, and could coidially 
Jefk the adv incemcnt ot Ireland, in all matters unconnefted 
with tiie immediite interefts of (Ireat Britain But ni the 
pr-'lent treaty, ht left the affnrs of Leland to her own mana¬ 
gers, and no nation could have abler or better managers, 
lad he muft conhder himlelf as one of the agents for the Bn- 
tiih m iiuifaiffnrers, and for the landed interefts amd flock- 
Ijolders of the kingdom , ami he could add, that, in every 
rafe whfie thofe immediate objedls of his parliamentary trull 
were not oupofed to the wifties of Trelaftd, no man could he 
more dilpoltd than hitnfelf to adl with fairnefs and with zeal 
..s agent alfo tor the interefts of the fifter countiy In nam¬ 
ing the inanutaiSlurers, Mr Eden added, and delcanted much 
on the benefits icfulting in the prefent bufinefs from their 
mterpofilion. It had given time for underftandmg the bufi- 
nefs, which wouldotlwrwife have been piecipitatcd, he would 
acknowledge, tliat the lights and information obtained fiom 
thofe excellent and refpeiSlable members of the community, 
had beer\ the occalion of introducing into the propofitions, 
manv articles of high and folid advantage to this country, if 

it 



A. i?8^. D E B A T lET ■ 3 . * * 

It could be made plain, that the price to be paid fisr them 
was not attended with too much nfque, and too great.dif- 
advantage to valuable clallls of inanufafturers. He here 
Aated what Great Britain was to give, and what llie was 
to get She was to give, ift, the carriage from Ireland to 
this kingdom of colonial produce after landing in Ireland, 
and alfo of North American produce; 2d, an accefs to the 
BiitiBi markets , 3d, a national compaft not to raiie the du¬ 
ties on Irilh linens In return, (lie was to obtain, iB, a control 
and lupenntendmg power of legillation in matters ot tiade 
and commerce , ad, an acquielcence ot Ireland in the perpe¬ 
tual duration of the Eaft and Well -1 ndu monopolies , 3d, a 

confirmation in Bntifh prohibitions of exports, without the 
powei of making them iccipiocal 1 o winch, perhaps, lie 
ought to add, the contribution in piopoition to the men aling 
opulence of lieUnd, but he conlidercd this rather as the ic- 
knowledgeinent ot a principle which Ireland mull carry into 
execution, than as the cllabliflitnent ot any charge likely to 
produce a iblid advantage. But hcie it peculiarly defeivtd le- 
inark, that thele great and impoi tant acquisitions, ffoi lucli 
he mull allow them to be, it the treaty Ihould go forwards) 
namely, the lupieme power of originating all cominertial 
laws tor the empire in Great Britain, the ptipetual eftablilli- 
uient of the great monopolies, and the exclulive proliibition 
to be polleffed by this country upon various great at tides of 
exports, were all intioduced fincc the original plan had been 
brought from Ireland , and would nevei have been admitted, 
if the manutadlureis of this kingdom had not appealed at the 
bar, and given to their reprefentativcs much inlorniatioii, 
which ceitainly was much wanted 

Such weie the outlines, in the detail, however, infinite 
difficulties 4 iad anfen It was undeniihle, that it threatened 
great diftiefibs to the cotton trade, theglals tiade, the manu- 
tadures of leather, and coarfe woollens. And it was un¬ 
deniable, that the fugar refineries, the brcweiies, ard the 
iron and filk manufadlures would, iiiftead of being fupported, 
be plunged by this inoft inaufpicious plan into a Hate of mu-, 
tual prohibitory duties It would, indeed, be little conlola- 
tion to the fulTering bodies of men in this country, to be told 
in the wouls of the addiefs, “ That the lubjeils of each 
kingdom will be taught to apply themfelves to thofe branches 
which they can cxercile wuh moil advantage Such phrafes 
were fuitable enough to theoretical eflays, but calami tious 
when made applicable to the complicated and involved Hate 
of this great kingdom. 
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Hff had now giv<n a general fbtement of the advantages 
and dtfadvamages, and he tmfied with firmnefs ahd candour, 
and tt was impofhbie to deny that a great convulflon was 
rifqued m the plan. A noble Lord (Came)ford) in fpeakmg 
of that plan in another place, had faid, it was permanent in 
its principle, and changeable in its detail. He allowed that 
phrafe was whimlical enough, as an argument m defence of 
the plan, it was however fuificiently true, and its truth was 
a great argument agamft the mealure; in ftiort, the country 
was to be bound in promifes, and to be perpetually wrangling 
in the execution of thole promifes, and Ireland would be linu- 
larly fituated. As to Ireland, he would only fay, that thofe 
who had the immediate care of her interefts would knowfuffici- 
entjy how to coiidu6l them; but the immediate .accept mce of 
the propofitions in Ireland, if fuch at lift ftiould take place, 
would not change his fentiments. It had happened to him, 
and was alfo within the experience of the Chancelloi ot the 
Exchequer, to know that Parliaments can cliange their opi¬ 
nions in conformity to the fenfe of the people whom they 
reprefent. He particularly had feen many meafures voted 111 
the Infli Parliament, which at the moment he had thought 
right, and of infinite importance; but which even in the lame 
feflion had been refeinded by the unanimous fuft'rages of the 
fame body —It was in Ireland as in England When the peo¬ 
ple call aloud, their Parliament would hear, 

Mr. Fax began by an allufion to Lord Beauchamp’s apo- 
logy for the apparent inconfiftency of approving of the ori¬ 
ginal propofitions, and yet objecting to the refolutions as now 
before the Houfe, declaring that he was ready to acknow¬ 
ledge himfelf 111 much greater danger of the cenlure ot incoii- 
hftency,—for fo far was he from approving either the one 
or the other, that he moft fincerely and heartily‘reprobated 
them both, although he confeiTed that they appeared at the 
fame time to be completely contraibdlorj to each other , he 
believed indeed that there never had been known two fyftems 
fo diametrically oppoftte, and )et each fo objeiSlronable, as the 
two fyftems, that which had been fent from Ireland, and that 
wnich originated in that Houfe, were in all their parts. His 
right honourible friend had made an attempt to fum up the 
whole account between Gieat Britain and Ireland, but he was 
.ifriad the calculation would he found much too fanguine, apd 
io far from each country gaining by the arrangement, they 
would both of them be confulerable lofers. Great Brrtaui 
would lofig her own market, and thedireift; trade to her colo¬ 
nies, togethei withhtr navigation laws, on which her ftrength 
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and impiortance fo much depended, while Irelattd would Ipfe 
her conftitution, and again become a dependent, fubordio^te 
kingdom. One ftrong objeftion againft the arrangement 
with him was, that there was at prefent no neceflity for it, 
and that fuch an arrangement ought never to be wantonly 
brought forw-ard, but only reforted to when it was found 
neceuary. This neceflity was known by the Minifler and 
his friends to be fo eflential to the propriety of the plan, that 
he had endeavoured on many occafions to enforce it by that 
topic—but what means did he take to point out the neceflity ? 
the principal one was that which a right honourable gentle¬ 
man oppoiite to him had juft ftated, namely, that the necel- 
fity of fuch an adjuftment had been declared by a refoluiion, 
which he had the honour to move in that Houfe in the year 
1782. He declared then, as he had declared before, that no 
idea of a commercial regulation had been entertained, by the 
Admmiftration of that day, in propofing that refolution. 
There were at that time certainly lome regulations want¬ 
ing between the two countries j but thofe regulations were to 
extend to political ohje£ls alone, and not to commercial; 
they were partly to eftablifli what was much wanted, fome- 
thing to replace that power, which, in their ftruggles for in¬ 
dependence, the Irifli had imprudently infiftcd on having 
abolilhed, and which he had himfelf given up, in compliance 
With the ftrong cuirent of the prejudices of that nation, 
though with a reludlance that nothing but iriefiftihle necef¬ 
lity could have overcome. The power wh’ch he wilhed to 
"have fren replaced was that, which had been fo oft^^cn of late 
under difeuflion in Parliament, and which had been vanoufly 
termed, being fometimes called commercial, at other times 
exteinil, and frequently, imperial Icgiflation, ^It ceit^nly 
was highly necefTary, that power being precipitately abohmed, 
that fome fuc'^edanenm ftiould be found for it, for without 
one general ind fupei iptending authority to embtace and com- 
piehend the whole lyftera of the navigation of the emp*re, it 
inuft neceffarily happen, that much confulion and great In¬ 
convenience ftiould take place. It was an unpromiflng cir- 
cumftance ih thole refolutions, that they were not fo much, 
argued to be the refult of the judgement of thofe who brought 
them forward, as of a ftramed and fabricated opinion, faid to 
iijvc onguizitccl with ^ fonner iis fuch^ 

forced down the throats of thofe who bad compofed that Ad- 
miiiiftration, and under the fanaion of their names imp^ed 
upon the lloufe. He declared, that fuch gentlemen as had 
afforted, that that lelolution went to ?ny idea of commercial 
VoL.XVm. 4 ^^ regulation, 
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regulation, alerted what was wholly unfounded in fa£lr, and 
diametncally oppoCte to the troth. Having fo often tref- 
s pafled on the time of the Houfe iti debating thediiFerent parts* 
of the fyftem, he fatd, he would not now enter into any ar¬ 
guments on the detail of the refolutions, but would confine 
what he had to fay on the general qoefiion of policy and juf- 
lice that arofe out of the whole But admitting that there 
was any neceffity for a commercial arrangement, how was it 
to be afeertamed which fyllem was heft, when two fyfiems 
had been brought forward by the very fame perlon, the one 
to be laid before the Parliament of Ireland to which it had 
agreed, and the other for the ufe of tlic Englifh Parliament. 
'I hofe twofyllems, eacli invented by the fame perlon, tach 
proniifmg the fame eflFeft, the mutual and permanent good 
unJeiflanding between the two countries, and the one pro- 
f ibi.g tc be an amendment of the other, were nnfortun itely 
roinpti tv-ly contradidlory between themfelves, as to afford 
no 7 Ibbility of finding a Imgle argument in fupport of the 
i<iat d'd not apply with equal force againft the othei, 
if' d'^fired to know why the motives for making lo complete 
anu efie6lualari alteration, as well in the fpint as in the words 
of every one of the propofitions, had not lieen commuMicated 
to Parliament ? Was the right honourable gentleman en¬ 
couraged to this omiffion by that confidence which fo miny 
of Ins friends had declared they placed in him ^ a confidence 
fo unlimited and fo determined as not to giva way to the vail 
body of evidence which was ofFeied to that Houfe, and whiph 
they had fince confirmed by their oaths at the bar of the Houle 
of Lords. If confidence, and blind acqniefcence m the opi¬ 
nion of others was a proper ground of parliamentary conduft, 
he thought that confidence ought to be rather placed with 
thofe perfons, who, from their number, from their know¬ 
ledge of the fubjeift, from their intereft m it, and from their 
oaths, were much better mtitlefl to^t than a fingle individual 
could poffibly be It was not his intention, however, at pre- 
fent, to make any efifort to overturn or deftroy this confidence 
in theMinifter; for being intirely at a lofs to conceive on 
what It was founded, fo muft he be ignorant of tlie means by 
which It could be attacked. He reprobated the ablurdity of 
the whole proceeding, which had been conduced on a prin¬ 
ciple of making each Parliament ftate what it would be will¬ 
ing to accept, inftead of what it would be fatisfied to give. 
WherCas on the contrary, the proper mode would hive been, 
fie faid, for each Parliament to have w’ell weighed what they 
could give, and then they would have been competent to de- 

Icrniute 
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termine; for each knowing, and having fpecified what it 
could "ive, and the other afcertaining what it was to receive. 

It viould beeafy to ftrike a balance ^ti^een them, whereas, 
on the contrary, Ireland was firft brought to make her de- 
minds on Gieat Britain in the cle\en propoiitions lent from 
thence, and Great Britain in hei turn had made her de¬ 
mands on Ireland, in the tout th and fifth of the amended pro¬ 
poiitions. Hence it was, tint the whole plan had the mis- 
foitune of being equally dctefied, both in England and Ire¬ 
land. 1 Irs equal and vlolent degiee or averfion had affoided 
loom for a weak and pitiful argument that he hid heard ufed, 
tint the clamour of one country againft the rt lolutions, was 
a Ibopg argument in fivom of them with the other After 
eApofing the falhcy and illiberal tendency of fuch an aigu- 
ment, he obfei\ td, that it was in one refpeff the moft fortu- 
nite argument he Ind evtr known, for being built on the 
unpopuluitv of the mcalure, it enjoyed the advantage of that 
unpopuhiitv, to the utmoft poffible extent, and^was equally 
applicable in both kingdoms, the phn being equally cxeciated 
in borli. It was an unhappy omen, that 111 an airangement 
piopolcd as a hafis for mutual a£l:.,6lion, and a pledge of mu¬ 
tual advant'ge, f ch pirty to the iiegociation had difcovered 
the ftiongell motives of difcontcnt, and the ftrongefl. grounds 
of jealouly and apprehenfioij. A light honouiable gentle¬ 
man oppofite to him had indulged the benevolence of his own 
mind, and the luxuriancy of his fancy, with a picture of a 
Iibcial lyftcm of commerce, without any leftiaint whatlo- 
^evti ; but after amufrig himfelf and the Houfe with his tlie- 
01 ICS, he at laft acknowledged that he had been onl^amufing 
them, foi that they were incapable of being applied to the 
cafe of the tv^o kingdoms. He recommended it to the right 
honourable jgentlem.in foi the future rither to employ his m** 
genuity of difcovermg what was praiSIicable and ufeful,! 
fitad of hunting foi fyllems, which, however beautifuli 
theorv, were peifeiflly ineapable of being leduccd to pndlices 
When he had laid, that he had regretteil the giving up the 
power of external legiflation, as likely to prejudice the gene¬ 
ral inteiells of the Empire, and theicfore neceflary to be re- • 
placed, he defireJ not to be underllood as meaning to feek 
foi It again, what he meant was, to find foroe fyftem, that 
without reclaiming tiie power, or infringing in the fmalleft 
dtgree tn the full emancipation and indtpendencc formerly 
conceded to Iteland, fhouldalFoid the means of avoiding that 
confufion which was otherwife fo much to be dreaded The 
right honourable gentleman had made ufe of an exprefllon qn 
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a ibnner occaGotf that fome^nrhat furprized him, as little cal¬ 
culated to allay thofe apprehenfidns m Ireland which he bad 
fo wantonly excited. He had faid, that it was by no means 
his intention to rofume that legillatlve fupremacy over Ire¬ 
land m To Ihort a tune after having relinqutlhed it. hor his 
party he did not think any tune could be long enough to juf- 
this couiit^ in again polIei!ing heifelf ui thoic iegiilative 
iigh.., 'vhich Ihe had fo foLmnly fuireiidtied , on the con¬ 
trary, the fupremacy of the Bntifli railiim^nt was 

given up, ulthuv t the necelBty, and per¬ 

haps dread tht coultqutij »„s oi luch a mcalure, ycl he looked 
upon It as an in\iol.ii)Ie compa.!^, that could ntvci be le- 
cededirom without the moft flagrant hitath of pul lie faith , 
and he iliould have thought it equally rtpugiiant to the tiue 
fenfe of the coropaiSl between the two kinguon o to ha\e en¬ 
deavoured to get back the power then rcnj^uecl by a fr.iudu- 
lent negociation like the pielciit, as by a direct and baie- 
faced aS of power. He adverted to the aiguu •'it that had 
been ufed in vindication of llie fourth and iifili rcioluuons, 
by comparing the piinciples of them with tieatics betwun 
independent and (overeign Antes, atraigning it as wenk and 
inapplicable to the rdative fituation in uln.h (j at iJntiiii 
and Ireland were to fland aftei the concliifieii tf iliii arnnge- 
ment, Iieland was to be bound to adopt lavis ir d by 
Great Britain, of the nature and tendency of w ‘ .ch fhe uas 
to have no opportunity of judging, becauf? tl»)’wt e not 
expieilly ftipulated at the time of making the treaty , and 
therefoie fhe was fo hr to give up her Icgillativc d fcretion, 
and fiee agency into tht hands of Great Bntiin, whereas he 
defied any gentleman to produce a Angle inflarcc of any 
prince or flate having ever made fuch a I'lC’ifice; ci if they 
had, he would then contend for It, th it fuch pnpi^e or fl.iie 
was no longer independent, but was bcc une a vail il and feud 
to the other. But theie was another flrong objiflion to the 
fyftem, tnafmuch as it contained a pnncipie that c-fleiuialiy 
intrenched on the conflitution of lieiaiMl in another pvi^icu- 
lar, this was the compelling her to fet apart, by way of tr - 
bute, a certain Aim over which fhe was hereafter to have no 
control, nor any power of refumption, this he argued in the 
ftrongeft and moft brilliant manner, /hewing how modern 
liberty^ which he contiaftcd With that of ancient nations, 
depended on the limited duration of pecuniary grants. *1 his 
limitation aftbrded an opportunity to the legiflature to with¬ 
hold fupplics until grievances fliould be redielTed. This check 
on the executive authonty» which would be completely done 
‘ away. 
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away, if a fum of mioney adeqttate to the loitnodiate ex|>eape 3 
of domeftic governmeot were permanently to be gfiinted^ 
This principle of temporary grants had been tierer abandoned 
hy the Parliament of Great Britain, except m a particobr 
iiiftance, where a permanent grant was necelTary to fecum 
the intereft of the national debt to the public creditors; but 
he ihould be glad to know what would any gentleman think 
of a mini Her who lliould propole to make the malt and land 
tax perpetual, and yet this he declared to be an exactly ii mi¬ 
liar propofal It was, he granted, true, that the furplus of the 
hereditaiy revenue ought never to be fo conflderablc as to 
operate ui this manner, but he was at liberty to argue it fo, 
becaufe, if it were to. be contradidled, then would it follow 
that this compeufation to Great Britain was negatory and 
contemptible. 1 he right honourable gentleman had leconi- 
mended Hrmnefs to Pailiament in the courfe of the bufinefs, 
and he himlelf \yould join in recommending that temper as 
well on every other oecafion as the prefeijt, but<he was very 
much afraid the right honourable gentleman, in recommend¬ 
ing hrmncfs, had unfortunately confounded the meaning of 
that temper, and meant, inftead of Hrmnefs, obHinacy and 
prefumption. The difcontents of the people were argued 
from, as the caufe which rendered this arrangement necef- 
fary. He was willing to admit that there were difeontents, 
but they were not the forerunners or caufe of thefe refolu. 
tions, they were their efledk and confequence But how weie 
thefe di (con tents to be appeafed by the plan now going for¬ 
ward, or what re.ifon was there for fuch a hope ? Was it be- 
cauft, that tiom tlieir firll appearance in each of the different 
fhapes vvh ch they had affumed, they had raifed an univerfal 
outcry in both kingdoms? Was it beciufe the benefit to be 
derived to pach na'ion under them were looked upon by both 
as trivial and infignificant in the extreme, while, on the con¬ 
trary, what each was to give, was conlldered as moft valua¬ 
ble, mJ greatly to bi? regtetted ? He allured the HouC’, that 
if, by theexeition of influence and corruption, the relolutipns 
could be got through the Irilh Parliament, fo violent was the 
averfion ol the people of that country to them, that they would* 
unqueftionably in a fhort time be able to effedl their repeal, 
for the united voice of the people muff at laff be obeyed, 
when their views were ftedfaftly direiSted to one great objefl, 
and regularly enforced by firm and conffituuonal exertions. 
Jt was, he concluded, extremely unfortunate and ominous, 
that this fyftem, w'hich profefled to be a pledge of future 
affection: between the two countries, flieuld be fo odious and 

deteffable 
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deteHable to each of them> He declared , that if it was h 
philter, It was, of all he had ever heard of, the nioft difguft- 
ing and naufeous, but Aill the Miniiler, like a felUfuibcienC 
phyfician, was detei mined to pour the draught down the 
thro«.ts of his patients, aflunng them, that however it might 
hurt thtir tafles and violate then inclinations at the time, 
vet when fwallovved, it would ntnply compcnfate their fuf- 
ieiings, hy the coinfoi table eileiSts "they would m the end 
find trom it. 

jUr Chan- Mr. Chancellor P/tt confefled, that if to .aflert roundly and 

rcilor Titt, holdly could be admitted as argument, then the Houte 
would be fully julhfied in reje£ling the motion he bad mdde, 
for he had nevei befoie feen fo palpable an attempt to im- 
pole upon tliem by loud and po^itne affirmations and aficrtions, 
pnlupportcd by any thing elfe than the racie ciedit of the 
party, as he had been lately a witnefs of, '1 he noble Lord 
and the two right honourable gentlemen oppofite to him (Lord 
Beauchamp, Mr Lden, and Mr box) had each of them con¬ 
trived to difeover a iliftinft ground of oppofition, and every¬ 
one incompatible with and con trad idler y to the other two. 
"I he noble l-,oid, who had profefled himfelf the champion of 
Ireland on tbc piefent occalion, had difapprovcd of the refolu- 
tions; not fo much ^roin any thing objedbonable m them, as 
bccaufc they cin'c fhort ol the oiiginal eleven propofit 10ns 
ient fiom Ireland, which had been fortuinte enough to meet 
with the noble Lord's full approbation. 1 he light honourable 
gentleman next Imn (Mr. hdtn) though he exprefled lome 
tendernels for the twenty icfoiutions voted by llie two 
Houles of-Pailiament inlLnglind, thougli he had even be¬ 
trayed an inclination to receive tlum as bis own by adoption, 
and regieted that they wereiiot fo by cnation, was yet willing 
that they lliould be flfangled in their birth, on i^iccount ot 
the odious twin they weie coupled with, the eleven piopoli- 
tionsof the It iHi Parliament —7 heother right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had introduced a new diversity,* by adopting the two 
contradidlory objedlions of his two friends, and by *exclaim- 
ing againll: tiie whole fyAem, as well upon account of the 
deleteiious quality of the propofitions voted m Ireland, as 
upon account of the equally noxious, hut dire< 5 Vly contrary 
tendency of the rcfolutions of the Britifli Pailiamcnt. la 
this, It was true, the right honourable gentleman had ftiewn 
feme reludlance, and had entered a proteft in favour of his own 
confiAency; and be would do hint the juftice to acknow¬ 
ledge, that, however inconfiftent he might have been m the 
^frerent pa*ts of his conduiS): during the coutfe of the buL- 
^ nefs, 
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nefs, yet mafmuch as lie hid been unifoimly and cdnftautly 
fo, It might be laid, that lie Ind it Icill the merit of pradbfmg 
a perfedtly confiftcnt inconlilldi y llure was but <ne 
argument, in which the noble Loid ind his tvio right honou¬ 
rable lilends concuired, which was, that theie wis it prefent 
no nectflity for aiiv an uigement of a commercial tuture be¬ 
tween the two count! ICS. 1 he two right honouiablegt ntletnen, 
however, had Itrangcly contradidled themleUcs m the courfe 
of that argument, tor the one had dec! 11 ed his appiohition 
of the amended refohitions on the ground of their eh iblifliing 
(what he conteffed to be winting) an authoi ity that Ihould 
contiol and regulate the whole of the commercial concerns 
of the empire, and the other had regtetted, tint in the year 
eighty two, when he moved tor the independence of Ireland, 
he had not reiamel m the hands of this coantiy an external 
or impellal light ot legitlation, whicli he acknowledged lie 
thought necelluy to the full and piopcr icguhtion ot com*- 
nieicial concerns , thus it w is a thing to be legretted that 
the means had ni t been retained ot jeguhtmg the atfairs of 
commerce and navigition, while at the fame time it was 
contended, that no ueccffity tor regulation exifled m either. 
But this wis not the only eximplc of inconfiftency thit the 
arguments of the gentlem *n on the othei fide afFotded; it 
happened unfortun Uv,Iy tor them that the funple argument 
Oil which they all agreed, w is diitclly coiiMiiy to the tpirit 
ot that retolution on which alone the H mle had been 
unaninious, and which was made tipaiatetiom all the icfl, 
meiely becaule it was on all hinds, and hy thtih gePil men 
themklves, idimtttd to he a perfeiH: truifm, on which there 
could not poHibly be a feeond opinion. He alludid to the 
fill refojution, wlmh ftited, that it was highly impoitant 
to the generil mtercfls of the Biitilhempiie, tint a periiianent 
arrangementof commf icial conc-rns fliouid he nnde between 
the two countiiev* on* piinciples ot recipiocity and mutual 
advantagf Belidcs tins, the wo'ds of the relolution moved in 
the year eighty-two by the right honoui ible genlleman Inm- 
felt, md the meaning ot which was too llubbon and obviotis 
to be cxplaineil awav, or denied by the i ,ht honourable gen- 
tlemtan, were llill ftionger ; for therein it was declared to be 
jndifpcnlil ly nevelTiry to the hippmcis ot the two kingdoms, 
that the conn 6lior« between them Iliould be fixed upon a 
permanent f lotmg, by mutual conient. Now, coupling thefe 
two relolutiops, botli of which bid bce«a unimmoufly voted, 
with the aigumenls ufed by thite petitLmen oppoAte to 
In.n, the whole force cf their leal >ri ig amounted to this, 

that 
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t!iHt what was indifpenfahle was not at all neccfiiiry* Tho 
noble Lord, m endeavouring to eAablifh this argument, had 
attempted to prove, that the new duties iropofed on Britiih 
jnaports irt Ireland were not to be confidered as proceeding 
from any hoAile views m the IriAi Parliament, but as being 
merelv calculared to anfwer the purpofe of equalizing, not of 
protedling duties. Equalizing duties, Mr Pitt faid, were, to 
a certain degree and extent, protefling duties , but the duties 
impolcd by the Inlh Parliament were not fimply equalizing 
duties, they weieconfiderably greater, and they were the con- 
fequence of the uniform and perfevenng voice of the people. 
Would any man, he defired to know, prefume to deny, that 
at that very moment there exifted in Ireland an ahnoft uni- 
verfal clamour for protefting duties, and had not the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr rox) declared, that the vcice of 
the people mu ft ultimately have its weight with their Par¬ 
liament, and be crowned with fuccefs ? If then there was no 
neceflSty at prefent for this arrangement, was it not evident 
and certain, from the right honourable gentleman’s own 
argument, that foch a neceffity muft ihortly exift ? It had 
been argued alio, that the proper time for fuch an arrange¬ 
ment as the prefent, would be when it Was found to be 
demanded by prefling and urgent arcumftances. Was it, he 
wiflied to know, a thing to be ferioufly recommended in any 
bufinefs, and particularly m one fo importint as that befoie 
them, to defer any ftep until the moment when neceflity 
ihould come upon them, like an armed min, and irrefiftible, 
and leave jio time for the deliberation, nor no diicretion for 
the free will of Parliament, hut enforce tlic fudden and crude 
adoption of a fyftem built on the emergency of the moment, 
wanting all the advantages of previous diicuibon and minute 
inquiry. 

A regular and fettled ftries of ohjeftioiis had been made 
to the arrangement, and repeated on, every occafioii that 
offered; the ground-woik of which was, that on the one 
hand it materially injured the commerce of (^reat Biitam, 
and on the other, infringed on the conftitutional freedom ot 
Ireland. The nohie Lord, on behalf of the nianufaflurers, 
had lamented, that inftead of the idea of equal port duties, 
and countervailing duticik to counterbalance the duties on 
internal conlumptiou, theie had not been a general equali¬ 
zation and diminution of all duties propoled, and had de¬ 
clared, that if the latter had been done, he firmly believed 
It would have gone a great way to remove the oppolitioii 
jtheplan had met with, but he was willing to reft upon the 

common 
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coKunoo &aic of the queftion, which was meft beneficii^ 
to tho manala^^ures,—a duty esca^ly oqoal on itnport^ttoa 
into each kingdom from the other; or equal port duties and 
countervailmg duties to balance the internal impofb^? for 
to wliat a difadvantage would the Enghlh manufaiSurer 
meet the Iriflbi) if the latter had only to pay a fmail port<» 
duty, while the former was burdened with the fame port- 
duty) together with additional impofitions on the raw ma¬ 
terial and on the confumption ^ Much emphahs had been 
laid on the liberty given to Ireland to fupply this country 
with the produce of our own colonies; but as the counter¬ 
vailing duties would afford an effedlual proteftion to the 
Britilh merchant m the Bntilh market, the oppofition on 
that head had been fupported by the old arguments drawn 
from our navigation laws, thofe great pillars of our naval 
power and importance, the cuftody ot which, it was faid, 
we were going to mtrull in the hands of the Irifh revenue 
officers, over whom the executive government of Great 
Britain had no control.—^But here the right honourable 
gentleman had forgot, that it was not m tlie Iiilli officers 
that this trull was repofed, but in the officers of our colonics 
abroad, over whom there was the fame control that exiiled 
over thofe at home, and by whom the interells of the navi¬ 
gation laws of England had been hitherto managed; for the 
checks that had been adopted fot the lecurity of thofe 
laws weie the certificates of exportation from our colonies, 
which certificates only wei''\o entitle the Iiilh merchant 
to the benefit of iheEnglilh maiket. His right honourable 
friend, (Mr, Jenkmfon) had fallen under the animadverfion 
of the right honourable gentleman, for laying down abllradt 
propofitions, which he had admitted could not apply in 
pra^ice tt) the fituation of the two countries; but he by 
no means thought it blameable, m a cafe of a particular 
nature, to have th^ general theory always in fight, ilill 
however accommodating it to the peculiar circumllances of 
a particular cafe. Thus if it were admitted to be an ill- 
founded principle, that between two countiies, whofe fitu* 
ations with refpeft to taxes were exadlly fimilar, the proper 
method of knitting them together m a commercial connedlion 
would be by mutually admitting each othv’s exports either 
duty free or on low duties, it natuially followed, that where 
their fituations were elfentially different, m confequence of 
heavy taxes m the one, and an exemption from taxes m the 
other, the way to accommodate the principle or theory to the 
dkfiference of ntuatlon. was to fuperadd to the equal duty on 
Vox. XVIII. 4 F exports 
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eieportB 6f the country left taxed, a conntervailmg 4 tity 
adequate to the internal duty paid 111 the other on it& con^ 
fumption, or on the law material. 

ITie right honourable geiitlfc men now proceeded to examine 
the fwggeftions thit hid been made of its afFedling the in- 
lUpendtiicc ot the legiflature of Tieland, by the provihon of 
the 4th itloJntion It had been attempted to be laid down, 
tint no pai illel could be drawn between thole two king¬ 
doms, and two Hates wholly diJdmdl: and leparnte, tijiaa 
the fub| 3 : ot the prelcnt treaty. This diftimflion he corn- 
hated with gu It Ipjnt and ingenuity, pointing out not only 
the neceffity ot Inch a provilion, but aUo that it was ex¬ 
actly corielpondent to the geueral pia6fice of all countries 
and ftates, th( moll independent and unconnidlcd with one 
another; and monovtr, that it w is entirely innocent of 
the danger with which it w is laid to be piegiunt. '1 he 
argumtnt by which this dillim^ion was tndeivouud to be 
lnpi>oited was, tint in the pi dent tit ity irclind w.is to 
give up her own diicrction, a*' well with regiid to the ex- 
pt dienej, as to tlic jullice of any new piovilions Ihe might 
be called upon, by ihetxunple of the Biitilh Pailiimenf, 
to adopt; rhitlhe w is to be hound blindl), md without 
mv powci of dclibci ition, or dilcuilion, by I nglilli i<5ls, 
which Ihc had no light eithii to altei 01 rejccFl, and tint 
there was no txpulj pievious Hipulation ot th< aifls Ihc wa- 
to pafs, but that they were fiom time to tim< to be diclated 
to hei by this counti). In 01 dir to fliew tint it was no 
nncommoii or unlilely thing ioi i tit ity between two inde¬ 
pendent countn s to Pipulitt in th liint m innei foi 
uli, not piitKuliilY Ipi-cili d, he llioiibl pul i calc thiL 
would ihew the IlouU how fimiliai ind how natural Inch 
a conduCl would he, ni\ in many inft\nce> how unavoidible. 
hnppofc, 1 lid he, in a treai’y with Poitugil, that Cireat 
iiiitain Ihould engige that tint lliould b'* the tivourcd coun¬ 
try, Ihould It afterwards be found adsib ible to lower the 
other duties on my commodity ot I lance fimilar to whit 
we had brfoie imported from Portugal, would it not be in¬ 
cumbent on us. .n pcitoinnnce of the betore-mcntioncd 
tic Ity, ti> lowfi till dutj on the Portuguclc article in pio 
poitKUT' \nd would my pci ion pretend to lay, that our 
being lo obliged to act by treatv, was a dereli(^ion of our 
indei>endeiice and foveieignty as a nation. Perhaps it might 
argued, that this was not a cafe m point, inafmuch as the 
original a<Sf, by which Great Btitain Ihould become liable 
to the peiformance of the condition in favour of Portugal, 

I W'*'' 
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was an afl anfinc from her own difcrction, the confe- 
quehces of which me would have an opporitumty of weigh¬ 
ing, and winch fhe miglit cither avoid or perform, as flie 
faw moft convenient* whereas fuch an option wah not to 
be left wfth lieland, whole a£Vs, under this bianch of the 
adjuftment, aie to flow fiom the deteimiiialion ot the Jlritifli 
Parliament, without any power being kft with het to exa¬ 
mine the policy oi jufli'e of each- Jhit he W'ould put 
another cafe equally probable, and to which the lame ob- 
teiSlion could not apply, lie fuppofcil, foi influice, tint 
in a tieaty with Poitugal, tus country were to bind In rlclf 
to low Cl the duties on the exports of that, m propoition 
as file fliould lowci her duties on oui cxpoits m this m- 
flance, ht obleivcd, the dilcretion under which we would be 
hound to adl, w'^ouJcl not be our own dilcretion, but that of 
Portugal. Out if it was true, th it the principle ot tins lelo- 
lution could not inteifeie with the indepentb nci ofheluu’, 
fo neither could its ojieration alFc^t or injure her inteiclis. 

There was nothing tint fo eflldlually fcciircd thi liberty 
of a people as a community ot intcrclis In twn n them ami 
then Icgiflature, for when thole pci Ions who hid the powf r 
of framing liws w’^eie themlclves to be as elFcv.tuaIly lub- 
jefted to them as the ultof thtir counti)men, there wa^ 
every rcafon to luppofo that Inch perfons would, fiom mo¬ 
tives ot piivate inteiell, be extremely cautious in palhiig 
any laws whatfoever, becaulc they would thcmleKes hi 
lubjeft to them all. It this aigiuuent had any weight as 
ipplied to a people and then legillatuic*, it eqinlly applied to 
(jieat Pritun and Ireland on the prclent octillion, and 
proved, that of all the treaties cvei enteicd into by 'in) two 
fepirate fl ites, this was the fafell of alloth^is on thi part 
of Ireland^ foi in inofl tieaties, one flaw w bound to the 
peifoimaucc of a ceitun a( 5 l, as toon as a dilfcient acl lliould 
be perfoiined by the othei, which otlm hid theicfoia an 
opportunity of judging*how fai the whole woidd be tor 
lier benefit, or the contiary, and w’ould of coinle lo far 
have peculiar ads intage, but there was no room tor Inch 
an advantage betw^een Oieat llritain and Ireland, bccaule 
the latter w as only to be expeiSteJ to adopt the very fame 
meafurcs thit the former had already tound neceflary to 
her own inteitfl, which it was impoflible to conceive could 
cicr differ from thole of Ireland, 

With refpedt to the idea th it Ireland was to be bound to 
receive every or any law palli'd by Great Britain on fub- 
jfiSks of a commeicial naUuc, and by hei conftrued to ex 

4 p 54 tend 



0 


PAIi;i.f AMtNTART A. iTtj. 

tend to the pnaciple of this refolution, TXrithout beiQg at 
liberty to deliberate on it, and to examine how it was 
really conilHent with that principle; and if otherwife, to 
xejed: it; any fuch variety of opinion between the two legifla- 
tures would, no doubt, be a very deplorable calamity, be- 
caufe It would be nothing lefs than a breach of the public 
faith of one or other of the two nations; fince if the law 
piflld in Fngland were really inconlillent with the pnnciple 
of the relolution, namely, the “ impofing the fame reftraints, 
.••nd conferring the lame benefits on the fubjeils of both 
** kingdoms,” in that cafe England would have broken her 
good laith; whereas, if the law were really fquared to the 
principle, it could not be reje£led in Ireland without an equal 
breach of the treaty: but each of thefe cafes he looked 
upon as impolfible to happen, becaufe the People of Ire¬ 
land were too well acquainted with their o\^n intcreft to 
adopt either; and he could not conceive how a law, that 
would be beneficial to Great Biitain, could be detrimental 
to Ireland ; and it was abfnid to luppofe that Great Britain, 
merely for the purpofe of doing a prejudice to Ireland, 
fhould alfo injure herlllf. The noble Lord had complained, 
that an amendment propoled by him, and which would 
have obviated all his obje6hons, had not been received. He 
had been, he laid, upon all occafions, as attentive as pofilble 
to the noble Lord, knowing and feeling him to be a great 
fouice of geneial information; and this attention had led him 
to record, with peculiar exa6lnefs, an expreifion of the noble 
Lord concerning that fubjeiSl. His Lordfhip’s words were 
as follow: “ that if laws fhould be pafled m om country, 
relative to navigation and the colonial trade, and rejei5led m 
the other, it muft ncceflarily lead to the word confequences, 
to confequences which he could not forefee or conceive.” 
Now as the noble Lord could neither forefee, nor conceive 
thofc confequences, the noble Lord was determined to gratify 
his curioilty, and to difcover, by experience, wliat they would 
be; and accordingly he had propofed an amendment, that 
would, jn all probability, have produced the events that 
were to lead to thofe conferences with which he was fo 
defiroijs to be acquainted. This amendment of the noble 
Lord made it entirely optional with Iieland, whether iho 
was to accede to the navigation laws hereafter to be pafled 
in England; whereas the refolution, as it now flood, would 
in a great meafure govern the diferetion of Ireland, not by 
unpoling on her an abfolute neceifity of adoptirig fuch laws, 
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tmt bf voiding thft vviiole arrangefneiitSi if ihe ibcmld wkfe 
to do It. The whole of the treaty was to depmd on that 
which alone could give lability to any treaty, the good faith 
of the two nations that were parties to it; but there wat 
another fecunty Aill Wronger, the pnutual and demonilrative 
advantage of each, which was fo elientially conne&ed with 
the preiervation of it; for Great Britain could not be de* 
trimen*al to Ireland. It was fomewhat extraordinary, but 
conflilering the general condud: of certain gentlemen in 
that Houfe, by no means hngular, that it Ihould be im¬ 
puted as a blame to the refolutions, that the amendments 
made in them, and, among the rel^ thofe that had been 
marked out as fo deftrui^ive to the coriftitution of Ireland, 
that they had not been fudered to originate in Ireland, in 
order that Parliament might be apprized of the difpoHrion of 
the people of that country towards them, and th«it this ob- 
je 61 ion ftiould be made by the very perfons who tormerly 
made fucn ^eivous complaints, that the hril propoiitiOns 
■were not luttered to originate m this country rather than m 
Ireland. Th right honourable gentleman h^l enlarged with 
great vehemence, and with much boldnefs on the general dif- 
contents againft the lefolutions in both kingdoms, although 
he had not, as his friend near him bad done, difclaimed hit 
being an agent for Ireland , and though by his condudl, at 
prefent, he feemed to wvfli to be looked upon m that light* 
yet he muH excufe him, if he by no means considered him at 
the reprcfentative of the Parliament or People of Ireland, and 
more particularly when he recoUe£ted, throughout the whole 
of the proceedings, although the riglit honourable gentle¬ 
man's zeal had always i?ecn very great, yet It had been 
occasionally diredled to different oh]e 61 s. He at iirft flood 
forward as the champion of the Englfh manufa£lurers agamft 
the Irilh; who he was extremely appreheniive would re¬ 
ceive too great a benefit by thofe refolutions, and after¬ 
wards, he was becoi^e as warm an advocate for that 
very nation whofe interells he had fo lately moil violently 
oppofed, nay, was even fanguine enough to fbtter himfelr^ 
that, forgetful of his recent hoBility, they would echo baejt 
the fame topic of oppofition that he himfelf had taught them, 
and come to him for grounds of difcontent and jealoufy. But 
he was not afraid of the right honourable gentleman being 
able to propagate his idle fuggeftions in the filler kingdom, 
he was perfuaded fhe would fee m the refolution, of which fo 
bad a ufe had been attempted to be made, noticing but what 
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waslhfoltitdy rtecelTary* nothing but what was eflential tp 
the whole of the arrangement, and above all, nothing that 
in the fmallefl degree could be fuppofed to tend to* a furren- 
der of her complete and acknowMged fovereignty. It was, 
he obferved, rather extraoidmary to objeft to the addrefs on 
arguments grounded on the danger likely to refult from a part 
of the arrangement to the independence of Ireland, when that 
addrelb, fo far from countenancing any idea of an infi inge- 
inent of the independence of Ireland, contained a folemn 
reprobation of any fuch intention. With regard to the right 
honourable gentleman's afTeition, that the plan was univer- 
fally difapproved by the people of this countiy, he had only 
to (ay, that certainly it was evident that confiderable diflrn^s, 
led away by motives of private interefl, and that captious 
jealoufy with which trade is generally accompanied, had cer¬ 
tainly exprelled their difapprobation of the whole aiiangc- 
roent. But that the majority of the people at laige were 
averfe to it, was a circumftance, for the truth oi falltliood 
of which be was ready to appeal to the knowledge of fuch 
gentlemen as had ivailed tbemlelves of the late intenuption 
of the hufinefs of that Houfe, and had vifiled luch pans of 
the kingdom as weie not fvvayed by partial conflderations 
or biafled hy peiTonal inducements ; to thofe gentlemen he 
was willing to appeal for the tiue ftate of the public mind 
on the occafion, which he was firmly convinced was not de¬ 
cided agaiiifl the meafuieas had been reprefented. He hoped 
he Ihould always have firmnefs enough, even to face the 
loudefl clamour, if it was ill founded, and he fhould be equally 
ready to Jiften attentively, and give the fulleA confideiation 
to tlie opinion of the Public, or of large and refptiSlable bodies 
of men, as feveial of thofe manufa(5fuiers, that had oppofed 
this fyflem, certainly were; yet Aill in a gteat and compre- 
henfive anangement that extended over fo great a part of the 
national concerns, that embraced as well fubjeiSls of general 
policy, as of commcice, he thought it by no means fit, that 
Parliament lliould be blindly dneft^fd by the voice of the 
mercantile part of the countiy, even admitting that the ma- 
^oiity of that delcnption of people fhould come forward on 
the lub)e<Sl. In all that had been faid by the three gentlemen 
who had fpoken agairft the motion, there was nothing that 
applied to t!ie queftion itfelf; they had all gone upon grounds 
already debated and deteimined on by both Houfes of Parlia- 
Ipcnt. The met its of the plan itfelf was a thing at prefent 
of courfe out of the queftion, all that remained for Parlia¬ 
ment now to do, after haying appioved of the refolutions, 

was 
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ivas to be informled irf the fenfe of Ireland concerning them, 
and how wa* that to be done bat by having them trail fmitted 
by the crown in confequence of an addrels. He wi/hed to 
know how gentlemen could account for it, that after a cla¬ 
mour and complaint for lo many months, that Ireland w as 
kept in the dark with refpeft to the fyllem going forward, 
they /liould know when that complaint was to be removed, 
and when the whole of what hid been done, was to be laid 
before the Parliament, of that counti^, fo fuddenly change 
their opinions and become defirous of flill concealling from 
the filler kingdom, that whicli they hitherto thought it lo im- 
pioper to conceal. There was but one topick moif on whicli, 
«»fter all the trouble he had already given the Houle, he would 
then detain them, and that was the laft lefolution , that 
■which provided for a contribution from Ireland by the iurplus 
of the hereditary revenue. 1 his he oblerved had been ufed 
for the puipole of railing a jealoufy in Ireland on the grounds 
of conftitutional infringement. But the argument uled that 
day was, of all others, the moft curious and thei moll contra- 
dittory he had yet heard. It had been Rated, that it was re¬ 
pugnant to the principles of modern liberty, and lubverfive 
of the policy of the Gothic Conftitution to veil 111 the Crown 
a grant of money for an unhmitted time. And by what 
means was this violation faid to be efte£Ied? By taking from 
the hands of the Crown that which it has already an uncon- 
trolable i ight to difpofe of and appropriating it to a particu¬ 
lar and certain purpofe This was indeed a furpiiiing me¬ 
thod of increafing the power of the Crown, and overturning 
that fyftem by which the executive Government had been 
kept dependent on Parliament for its neceffary fupplies Ano¬ 
ther turn had been given to this refolution, as if it were an 
impofition of tribute on Ireland, and a mark of fubordination, 
but how far, he laid, were men reduced to go for argument 
when they had no other method of lupporting their doftrmes, 
than by nnding out anil ap*plyii^ odious names to bring in 
themfelves innocent or even demable. Thus to a provifion 
for the defence of the empire, and that in the way moft con- , 
fonant with freedom, (naval force) was given the name of a 
tribute, and an inhnuation of fubordination railed upon the 
equitable and fair propofal of a contribution for mutual de¬ 
fence. But he would not credit any man who fhould fo far 
injure the people of Ireland as to fay, that they would ever 
fufier themfelves to be duped by the artifices and deceptions 
of any man, or fet of men, into an adoption of all thofe mon- 
Arous chimeras that bad been fo induArioufly propagated. 
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He had two groat a <k|]endaiice <m the 4eni& of Inhuid, 
and of her regard for this coumry, to wppo& that flie would 
facnhce her own interefts, and tire coizimon welfare of the 
empire, to the far-fetclied and (pecuiative pondtilios that were 
fo artfully fuggcAed. After a warm panegyric on the Infli 
nation, he concluded with adjuring the Houfe, that now that 
they had fo far done their duty m the huAnefs of this ar¬ 
rangement, they would put it into the hands of the Infh 
Parliament, on whofe concurrence the farther progreis of the 
whole depended. 

The motion for this addrefs was agreed to without any 
divifion; after which Mr. Pitt moved, “ That leave be 
“ given for finally legulatmg the mtercourfe and commerce 
l^tween Great Britain and Ireland, on permanent and 
equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of both king- 
« doms.” Which was alfo agreed to. 

July 2%. 

A conference was held with the Lords upon the joint ad- 
drcfs of both Houfes, when the blanks were filled up with 
the words ** Lords ipintual and temporal.” 

Fridt^f July 29. 

The Lords and Commons want up to St. James’s, and 
prefented their addrefs to His Majefiy-—The following is a 
vopy. 

Mujl graeUus Sovereign^ 

“ your Majeftv’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament afiembled, have taken into our moil 
^ fenous confiderationy the impoitant fubjedl of the com- 
** mercial mtercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland, 
recommended m Your Majefiy’s fpeech at the opening of 
' the prefeut feifion, and the retolutions of the two Houfes 
of the Parliament m Ireland, which were laid before us 
by Your Majelly’a command, on the aad of February 
“ lail. 

** After a long and careful mvefiig^on of the various 
** queilioiis nec^rily arifing out of this comprehenfive fub- 
" we have come to the feveral refobitions, which we 
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now humbly- prefetiPca If our Maj^y whieb* W9 
« tniil, will form the bdifis of ah advanta^ous and 
*< manent commercial fettlemenit beween Yotir Maj^y*4 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland* 

« We have proceeded on the foundation of the refolu- 
** tions of the Parliament of Ireland; but in confideung-fO’ 
« extenfive an arrangement, we have found it neOelTary to 
<< introduce feme cations and exceptions^ and we have> 
*< added fuch regulations and conditions as appeared to us 
“ indifpenfably neceflary fbr eftabliflimg the propofed agree- 
“ ment, on juft and equitable principles, and for f^cu^mg 
“ to both countries thofe commercial advantages to an 
“ equal enjoyment of which they are in future to be en-’ 
“ titled, 

“ Your Majefty’s fubje£Is m Ireland^ being lecured ih 
“ a full and lafting participation of the trade with tha 
Bntifti Colonies, muft, we are perfuaded, acknow- 
ledge tlie juftice of their continuing to enjoy it on Che 
“ fame terms with Your Majefty’s fubjeifts in Great 
“ Biitain. ‘ 

“ And It is,^we conceive, equally nianifeft, that as tbeihips 
and manners of Ireland are to continue in all time to come 
“ to enjoy the fame privileges With thofe of Great Britain, 
“ the fame provifion Ihould be adopted in Ireland as may be 
“ found neceflary m this country, for fecuring thofe advan- 
“ tages exclufively to the fubjefts of the empire. This ob- 
“ jeift is eflentjally conneflied with tlie maritime ftrength of 
« Your Majefty’s dominions, and confequently with the 
fafety and profperity both of Great Britain .and Ire- 
‘‘ land. 

“ We therefore deem it mdifpenfable, that thefe points 
Ihould be fecured as conditions neceflary to the exiftence 
“ and duration of the agreement between the two countries; 
« they can only be carried into eSe& by laws to be polled in 
“ the Parliament of* Ireland; which is alone competent to 
« bind Your Majefty’s fubje^s m that kingdom, and whofe 
legiflative rights we ihall ever hold as facred as oUr 
own. 

“ It remains for the Parliament of Ireland to judge, ac- 
<e cording to their wifdom and difcretion, of lihefe conditions, 
« as well as of every other part of the fettlement propofed 
« to he eftabhlhed by mutual confent. 

^ « Our purpofe in thefe refolutions is to promote alike the 

commercial interefts of your Majefty’s fubjedls in botbt 
Vot, XVIII. 4 G “ coun* 



' PAJ^lA&fSNTAK.t’ • A.1735, 

M countries; and we are perfuaded, dfet the comtnon profpe* 
nly of the two kingdoms will he thereby greatly advan- 
y <• ccd; the fubjedts of each will in future apply themfelves to 
thofe branches of commerce which they can exercife with 
moft advantage, and the wealth fo diffuled through every 
part will operate as a general benefit of the whole. 

** We have thus far performed our part in this, important 
bufincfs; and we trull that in the whole of its piogrefs 
reciprocal mterells and mutual affedlion will infure that 
** fpint of union, fo eiTentially necelTary to the great end 
which the two countries have equally in view. 

In this perfuafion we look forward with confidence to 
“ the final completion of a meafure which, while it tends to 
“ perpetuate harmony and friendfhip between the two king- 
** doms, mufl, by augmenting their lefomces, uniting their 
efforts, and confoTidatmg their flrength, affbid Your 
“ Majefty the furell means of eftablilhing, on a lafiing 
** foundation, the fafety, profperity, and glory of the 
** empire.” 

His Majefty’s moft gracious Anfwer. 

Afy Lords and Gentlemen, 

•* I receive with the greateft fatisfadlion thefe rcfolutions, 
** which, after fo long and diligent an invefttgation, you 
** confider as affording the bafis of an advantageous and pei- 
manent commercial fettlcment between my kingdoms of 
** Great Bntam and Ireland. Nothing can more clearly ma- 
** nifeft your regaid for the interefts of both ray kingdoms, 
** and your zeal for the general profperity of my dominions, 

^ •* than the attention you have gi^n t© this important objedl 
A full and equal participation of commercial advantages, 
** and a fimilarity of laws in thofe points which are necellary 
** for their prefcrvation and fecunty., muft be the fureft bond 
of union between the two kingdoms, and the lource of reci- 
•' procal and increafing benefits to both. The fame (pint 
* in which this great work has begun and proceeded will, I 
** doubt not, appear throughout the whole of its progrefs ; 
** and I concur with you m thinking, that the final comple- 
** tion of It IS of cftential importance to the future happmefs 
** of both countries, and to the fafety, glory, and prolpeiity 
•*,of the empire.” 


luejuay. 
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Tuefday^ Auguji 3. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt brought in a bill for adjufting a final 
intercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland, which was 
read a firll tune, and ordered to be read a fecond time and 
printed ; he then faid it was His Majefty*8 pleafure, that 
the Houle Ihuuld adjourn until Thurfday the 37th of Oc- 
tobei. 

The Speaker then put thequeftion, “ That this Houfedo 
“ now adjourn until 1 hurfday the ayth day of 0(£^ober,*’ 
which was agieed to; and the Houfe adjourned accordingly. 

On the 27 th of Goober the Houfe met, and was prorogued 
by commifiion — the iellion was therefore concluded without 
any fpeech from the Throne. 


4 G 2 
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^ The-following fpeech was ^alivcred by the r^t honottraile Edmund BURict» 
on the motiott made, ** Foyc paper* relative to the dire€bions foi charging the 
** Nabob pf Arcot's private debts to Europeans on the revenues of the Carna- 
** This motion was made on the 28th of Feb 17S51 m which place 

we gave an abftra£): of Mr Burke*t argument. but having it in our power to 
lay a more detailed account before our readers, we are fenfibte they will agree 
With uSf that though out of place, fuch a compofition canuoc be out of 
feafoa. 

Mr BURKE began with an obfervation on the lingular fpefbacle of the day, m 
which Mr Dundas, who formerly Hood forth as the profccutor of Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, was naiv charged by the worthy Baronet —and that for a breach of 
public truft— relative to the government of India. 

But, fays he, leaving thefe two gentlemen to alternate, as criminal and ccufer, 
upon what principles they think expedient, it is for us to conlider. Whether 
the Chancelloi of the Exchequer, and the Treafurer of the Nav\, afbing as a 
Board of Control, are juftified by law or policy, in Aifpending the Icgil arrange, 
ments made by the Court of Direflors, m older to transfer the public revenue^ 
|o the private emolument of certain fervants of the Eaft-India Compinv, without 
,the inquiry into the oiigm and jufttce of rheir claims, piefenbcd by an a£t of 
Parliament > 

It is not contended, that ihe a^l; of Parliament did not cxpteflly ordiin in in¬ 
quiry* It 18 not alTertcd that this inquiiy was not, wiih equil piecifionof 
terms, fpectaliy committed under particular regulations to the Couit of Direc- 
todrs* 1 conceive, therefore, the Boaid of Control had no right wharfoc vci to 
intermeddle m that bufinefi). There is nothing certain in the piinLiples of )u« 
nlprudence, if this be not undeniably true, that when a fpcenl auihoi itv 1$ 
given to any perfons by name, to do fome particular adl, that no others, by vir¬ 
tue of general powers, can obtain a legal title to intrude themfelves into that 
yypft, and to excrcife thofe fpecial funflions in their place t 1 therefore coniidcr 
the intermeddling of Minifters in this affair as a downiight ufurpition. But 
the ftrained conftru£l:ion by which they have forced themfelves into a fufpicious 
pSlce (which every man delicate with regard to ebarafler, would rathei have 
fought couftruflions to avoid) were perfe&ly found and perftflly legal, of tnu 
I am certain, that they cannot be juftified in declining the inquuy which had 
been prefccibed to the Court of Dtrefilors. If the Board of Control did lawfully 
pofiefs the right of executing the fpecial trull given^to that Court, they mull 
^ take It as they found it, fubjefl to the very fame regulations which bound the 
, Court of Directors It will be allowed, that the Court of Diie£lors, had no 
authority to difpenfe with either the fubftance, or the mode of inquiry prefcribrd 
^tby the a£l of Parliament. If they had not, where in the a£l did the Board of 
Control acquire that capacity» Indeed, it was impoilible they fbould acquire it>- 
What muft we think of the fabric and texture of an a£l of Parliament which 
. Aould find It neceffary to prefertbe a ftri£l inquifition , that (hould defeend into 
minute regulations for the conduft of that inquifition, that (hould commit thui 
traft to a particular defcnption of men, and in the very fame breath (hould ena- 
)>le ^another body, at their own pleafure, to fuperfede all the provifions the Le- 
giflatu^e bad made^ and to defeat the whole purpofe, end, and objed of the 

» 
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l»w > This cinnot be Wpofed even of an of Parl>«|l^eiMki eottcelved*^^ 
the Mmiften themfelsfs, an 4 brought forth dunog the delmtim of 
laft feifion V 

1 think 1 can trace all the calamities of this country to the (ingle £>ttree of 
not having had fteadily before our eyes, a gt.neraU compreheniive, weilononnet* 
ted and welUpropoitioned view of the whole of our dominions, and a Ji*ft foil# 
of then true bearings and relations Aftbi all its reduflions, (he Bi^lAi 
empite >s ftill vaft and vaiious after all the rtduflions of the Houfe of CommOM 
(dripped as we are of our bnghteft ornaments, and of our mod important pnvK 
leges) enough are yet left to fuinifti us, if wc plealt, with means of (hewing to 
the world, that wc deferve the fupenntendance of is laige an empire *a thi^ 
kingdom tier held, and the continuance of as ample privileges as the Houi(e of 
Commons in th«. plenitude of its power, had been habituated to aiTert. But ^ 
we make ourftUes too little for the Iphert of our duty, if, on the eonttarjlv 
we do dot drctch and expand onr minds to the compifs of their objeQ, be Wilgll 
aifured, thateveiy thing about us will dwindle by degrees, until at length OBUT 
concerns ate (htunk tot! dimenfions of our minds It is not a preihieftieii 
to mein, foidid, home-bied cares, that will aveit the confequences of a falib 
cdimxtion cr out iiitcied, or pievent the (hamtfui delapidation into whteh # 
gieat tmp it mu ft fall, by mean repaiations upon mighty rums 

It IS Tt i^v vrur >>ttcnuon to (economy of quite another order, itistq ni^ 
midie t o odfeneca of a far dideicnt defcnption, tiiac my honourable friend llis 
brou(,iitbcfoiL you the motion of this dav. It is to pcipctuite the abufes wln<b 
arc Jubverti 'g ih( f loi le of your empire, that the m ition is oppofed It ss thorn- 
fore with leafm (and if ht has power to carry himftif throug , 1 corauioud hll 
prudence) thit the ri^ht htnouiable gentUman makes his ftand <$tbf very OQt- 
(ct, aid boldly ufuies all paiham'ntaiy iiloimition Let him admit but one 
fttp towards iiiquity and he is undone, — \ou muft be ignorant or he ennnut bn 
iaft But bcfoie his curtain is let dovn, and the (liides of eternal night fitoll 
sell our eaftetn domi iions fiom our view, pen ut me, Sii, to avail myfelf of (bn 
^ means which W(.re f irnifhcd in anxious and inquifuivc times, to detnonftrotna 
out of this fin,r e ift of the prefent Miniftei, wliat advantages you are todetll^ 
fiem permitting the greateft concern of this nation to be feparated froni (b# 
cignirance, and exempt d even out of the competence of Parliament. Tbn 
gi eared body of oui reicnile, your moft numerous armies, yoar moft importini; 
ccmiTierce,"the iicheft loutces of your puUic c edit (conttary to every idea of 
the known fettled policy of England) are on tlie point of being converted lUtn 
a myftery of ftate You are gomg to hive one half of the globe hid even fnen 
the common liberal cunolity of an Enghfh gentleman Here a grand revo^ittltm 
commences mark the ptiiod, and nurk the circumftanccs — In moft ef the 
c ipital changes that are recorded in the principles and (yftem of any govemmeotf 
a public benefit of fome kind or other has been pretended The *Revoltit;iOii 
commenced in (omeihing ptaufible , in fomething which carried the appearniwu 
at Icaft of punifliincnt of delinquency, or correflion of . bufe But here, tn the 
very moment of a converfion of a department of B itilK government into an Xn* 
dian myftery, and in the very a£l; in which the chauge commences, a corinpc, 
piivate intereft is fet up in dire£l oppofition to the ncceiTities of the nation A 
diveifion is made of millions of the public money from the public treafury CO % 
private purle It is not into Iccrct ncgociations for war, peace, or alltan«i, thsf 

the 



IIotife^Qf Comtttons is forbiddsn tp »Dquirc<~^lt m a matter account} tt ic 
»l>ceO«Wy tranfaflion y u is the demand of a ^nfpef^ed Reward upon ruined 
tenants and an embarrafTed maftery that the Commons of Great Bntain arc com> 
manded not to lAfpcff The whole tenor of the right honourable gentleman’s 
argument is confonant to the nature of his policy, tiir fvftetn of concealment is 
fonered by a fyflem of falfehood — I alfe fafis, falfc rolouis, fali'c names of per- 
iSnss and things, are its whole fupport. 

Sir, I mean to follow the right hoiiounblc gentleman oi er that field of dc- 
eejption, cleaimg what he ha- purpofelj obfeured, and fairly ftating what it was 
jtecelTary for him to mifrcprcfc-nt For this purpofe, it is neceffary you ihould 
know withfomc degree of diftinfincfs, a little of the locality, the nature, the cir- 
comftances, the magnitude of the pretended debts on which this marvellous do¬ 
nation is founded, as wcU as of the peifous from whom and by whom it is 
claimed. 


Madias, with Its dependencies, is the fecond (but with a long interval, the 
fecond) member of the Britifli cmpiie m the Eaft. The trade of that city, and 
of the adjacent territory, 'vas, not v ery long ago, among the moft flourilhing in 
Afia, Bulfincc the eftabliflirncnt of the Biitilh powei, it has wafted away under 
•n uniform gradual decline, infomucb, that in the vear 1779, not one merchant 
of eminence was to be found in the who’c country*. During tins period of 
decay, about 6oo,oool fteiUng a yeai have been drawn off by En^lifh gentlemen 
Ob their private account, by the way of China aloi ef If we add 400,000! as 
|>r6bably remitted through other channels, and in other mediums, that is, m 
jewels, gold, and filvcr dircitly brought to Euiope, and m bills upon the Bri- 
tKh and foreign Companies, you vvill fcarcely think the matter over-rated If 
vre fix the commencement of this cxtra£fion of money from the Carnatic at a pc* 
rtod no earlier than the year 1760, and clofe it in the year 1780, it piobably will 
not amount to a great dtfl lefs than 20,000,000 of money 

During the deepfilent flow of this fteady Itrcaro of wealth, which fet from 
Jttdia into Euiopc, it generally pailtd on writh no adequate obfervation , but hap- 
lientngat feme periods to meet rifts of rocks that checked its courfe, it grew more 
ifOify, and attraftctl morg notice The pecuniary difcufhons caufed by an accu¬ 
mulation of part of the fortunes of the fervants in a debt from the Nabob of 
Arcot, was the firft thing which very particularly called for, and long engaged 
llie attention of the Court of Direftors This debt amounted to 880,oool fter- 


iing, and was claimed, for the greater part, by Englifli gentlemen •refiding at 
Madras. This grand capital, fettled at length by order, at ten per cent, af¬ 
forded an annuity of 88,000} X ' 

Whilfl: the Dircftors were digcfting their aftoniflimcAt at this information, 
a memorial was piefcnted to them from three gentlemen, informing them, that 
tbcir fntfnds bad lent liktwifc, to merchants of Canton in China, a fum of not 
ibore than f,000,oool. ftcrUng In this memorial, they called upon the Com¬ 
pany for their alTiftance and intcrpofinon with the Chmefe government for tlu^ 


* Mr ^mirirs examination before the Selcft Committee, Appendix, No 2 
+ Appendix, No X 

lourthRepoit, Mr DunJas’s Committee, p 4. 

recovery 
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lecovery- of the <lebr» This Turn leot to Chmefe loercha&tB,*'was'st {)«r 
cent, which would \ield| if paid, an annuity of 240,cool 

Perplexed as the DircAors wcie with their dennndb, you may oonc&tv«> hi9» 
that they did not hnd themiches \try much difembtuidihd, by being made ac^ 
quamted, that they muft a^am exert thtit influence '01 u new referve of tlMf 
happ) parfimony of their fen'iiit!i, collcffed into a icunid debt from cite Nahtsib 
of Arcot, dmountin^to 2,400,000!, Icttled at in mttic/lof i* pn cent. Thu 
IS known by the name of rht Coniolulwtion oi 1 777 as the iotinei of the NabbVt 
debts was by the title of the Coniolidation oi 17(7 lo this was added, ma 
fcpaiate parcel, 1 I ttle lelcnc ea'led the C ivi'n Debt, of i6o,oooL at the 
fame mteieft Ihe whole of thcle fout eipi iIs, anounttn,^ to 4,44«,ooo]« 
pioduced at then itvcral i-’res, innuitics aiiioui t nj; to tz^.oool a year; A 
^ood deal more than one thud of the clcai lind tax < t ) n^laiid, at four Ihilhngs 
in tiu pound, 1 mod deni more tlmn double the wh )k nnuil dividend of ch« 
I^aft-lndii Comjanv, the nomin 1 iniflci to ilit j-upi eroi of tlulc funds. Of 
till', mteieft, 323,200! i ycit ftood ihur^cable on the j ublic icicuues of the 
Cdinatic 

Sir, at this moment, it will not bt ntCfTari^ lo ennfider the vaiious opeitiM 
lions which il e capi^il and in»trelt of »hi debt hue fuettft vcly undergone. 1 
Hull fpeak toiluli. operations when I come j iit cil ilv t> lnl^ ti the right 
rouciblc ,,cn*ltniin on eich of the hi ads, dS I e fj s thought piopet to diviUo 
them But ims was ttie exatfi vuw 111 which tl clc ^ t s <itft ^peaied to tho 
Couit of Diichoi'-, mil to the world Jr \ai cd aftcrw uds, I ui it nc er appear^ 
cd in any other rli n a moil qutftionable fli.'jc U hen this »^ niie phantom of 
debt fitll ippeirtd before i young M mller, n t ir^llywo I'd h sc julllf.ed lome 
degirc nt doul t .tn 1 ipprcbcnlion Such a pr di y sould li e tilled any commoii 
man with fupciftitioiis feu*' liesoiU ext icie that n jeie* , n in dels form, and 
by every thing facicd, wjuMh.vt iljurcd it ti tdl b\ v hit mcens a imail nura<* 
berof flight individuals, of no c< Iciuence or fn ntion, j o'ldlcd of no luciatBrd 
oiEces, without the eomroand of ai nits, 01 ifc ki wn idiiuniiti tion of levenucs, 
without piofclHotis of mv kind, at d \ itb >ut in) lort cf tiadv, fume ent to employ 
apedldi, ei uld 11 1 few \eais f and to fon c, ivin ih a lew ino ith^) hav« 
amafled ticaluies equal to the levcnue of a iclptMab e 1 ii gdom Was it not 
enough to put dele (entlemeii, in the novieiat.. of thcii adii iinltictim, on theic 
guard, and tbcail upon them for aftnfl inquiry fif n t to jul’ily ilitni 1^ a rc» 
piobation oi‘Yhofe demands vithout my inquiiv it il^ thitvlim ill hngland, 
Scotland, and Inland, hid fn ywsrs been wirn..'s t the nni nlc lu ns laid out 
by the iersants of tl e <jonq^yTiy, in ftocl s of all dcao i nitions, 11 the purchain 
of lands, in the buying » d nuiidmg of limles , n tl e icci tin quiet leata m 
Parliament, 01 m the turn iltuo is toit of eontefled cleclions in wandci ing through¬ 
out the whole range of th'k i^iiicgarcd modes or inventive piodigality which, 
flimetimcs hivi* cxeitcd our voider, iou t times ro ifed oui indi n itum , that ifccr 
all, India was ftiil 4,000,oocl in debt *^0 them i India in del t to them I I 01 what > 
Kvery debt tor whi..h an eqitiv'iic'it cf iotiie kind 11 othc s n r rivtn, is on the 
face of It a fraud Whit tq i.viknt had they lo give > VVb ir i^-c thv aiticlt* 

* A witncfs examinel bitire ll i" C u-it'reol ^ r ffy fijs, that 18 p r rent was the 
ufudiiUereft hut Ith i le.ir that n le h d Lu / n iic 'evs is U c account 
which Mr B recvivcd 
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«f eommerce, or the hranches of ttlnufafhire which tHoie gemlemcn have carrl«l 
hence to enrich India; What are the faences thtf beamed out to enlighten it f 
What are the arts they intiodueed to cfaear and to adorn it > What are the reli- 
j^iif» whnt the moral infiitutione they have taught among that people as a guide 
fa liick or as a confolation when life is to be no more f That there is an eternal debt^ 
n debt ** fiiil paying, ilill to owe/' which muft be bound on the prefent generation 
in India, and entailed on their mortgaged pofterity for ever ? A debt of millions. 
In favour of a fet of men, whofe names, with few exceptions, are either buried 
in the; obfeunty of their oiigm and talents, or dragged into light by the enormity 
«f their crimes. 

In my opinion, the courage of the Mm Her was the mod wonderful pait of the 
ttraniafhon, efpecialty as he mud have tead, or rather the right honourable gen- 
rieman fays, he hds read for him, whole volumes upon the fubjeft. The vo¬ 
lumes, by the wa), are not by one tenth part fo numeious as the right honour- 
sdSe gentleman has thought pioper to pretend, in order to frighten you from 
iafuiry, but in thtfe volumes, fuch as they are, the Minifter muft have found 
A full authority for a fufpiuon (at the very lead:) of every thing relative to the 
great fortunes made at Madias. What is that authority * Why no other than 
theftanding authority for all the claims which the Miniftiy has thought fit to 
pyovide for—-the grand debtor—the Nabob of Aicot himfclf Hear that Prince, 
ui the letter wnmn to the Court of Diie£lors, at the preciie period, whilft the 
main body of thele dtLts were contracting In his letter he ftates himfelf to be, 
what undoubtedly he is, a moft competent witnefs to this point After fpeak- 
Ing of the war with Hydcr Ah, m 1768 and 1769, and of other mcaroics which 
Itecenfiires (whether right or wrong it fignifies nothing) and into which hd fays he 
had been led by the Company’s fervants, he proceeds m this manner—If all 
** tbefe things were againft the real interefts of the Company, they are ten thou- 
** land times more againft mine, and againft the profpenty of my country, and the 
** happtnefs of mv people, for ) our mterefts and mine are the fame. What 
were they owing to then ? To the private views of a few individuals, who 
“ have enriched themfelvcs at the cxpence of your influence, and of my coun- 
** try; for youy fervdnts hav£ ho hade in this countryj neither do you pay ^ 
** them high wages, yet m a few ycais they return to England, with many lacks 
** of pagodas How can you or 1 account for fuch immenfe fortunes, acquired 
in fo ihort a tunc, without any vifible medns of getting them >'* 

When he alkcd this qucftion, which involves us anfwcr, it is extraordinary 
that curiofity did not prompts the Chancclior' of the Exchequer to that inquiiy 
which might come in vam recommended >0 him by^his^own zQ: of Parliament. 
Does not the Nabob of Arcot tell us in fo many words, that there uas no 
fair way of making the enormous Aims fent by the Company’s frrvants to 
England > and do you imagine that there was or could be moie honefty and good 
fat^ in the demands, for what remained behind in India > Of what nature were 
the ttanfaftions with himfclf I If you follow the tram of his information you 
inti||||K, that if thefe great Turns were at all lent, it was not property but fpoil 
that'was lent, if not lent, the tranra6iion was not a contrafl; but a fraud Ei- 
iherway, if light enough could not be furniihed to authorife a full condemnation 
<i( thele demands, they ought to have been left to the pat tics who beft knew and 
underftood each othit^s proceedings. It was not neceflai y that the authority of 
<goyerument Ihould inierpole in favour of claims, whofe veiy foundation waa 

a defiance 
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a ivfiaoce of cliat WKhetjfjr^ and whofe ofeije^ md (tad was itf titm Piibk 
vcrfioa. ^ 

Tbc great pa&'on of thejfe creditors (to whofe jioaoftr they ought to ertfft Ag* 

* cues) the right honourable gentlenian m ftatmg the raents ^ hich reeotaiBiiidod 
them to hi$ favour, has ranked them under three grand divifions* The firft, Idw 
creditors of 1767; then the creditors of the cavalry loan, and lailly, the 
of the loan in 1777. Let us examine them, one by one, as they pais in reyiev# 
before us. 

The firft of tbefc loans, that of 1767, he inillls, has an indifputablo elain 
upon tifac public juftice. The cicditois, he affirms, lent ihcii money publiclyi 
they advanced it with the exprefs knowledge and appiobuion of the Company! 
lud It was continued at the moderate inrciell of ten pti cent. In this loan 
demand is, accoidmg to lum, not only juif, but meritonous in a very high do** 
grec, and one would be inclined to believe he thought fo, btcauft he has jpyt iC 
laft in the provifion he has inide for ihcfe claims. ^ 

I readily admit this debt to ftand the faireft of the whole, foi whatever 
be ray furpitions conccining a pare ot it, 1 can convi£b it of nothing worfe thait 
the moft enormous ufury. But I can convift upon the fpot the light honourable 
gcntltmaii, of the moft daring mifreprefentation m every one fad!, without any 
exception, that he has alledged m defence ot this loan, and of his oven condu^ 
with regard to if* T will lliew you that this debt was i^cvei c jntnflcd with Ihu 
knoivledcc o^thc Company, that it had not then approbation, that they te* 
ceivcd the firft intelligence of it with the utmoft poflible iurpntq, mdignatiofl, 
and aUim 

So far fiom being presioufly nppiized of the tiaufaflion fiotti its origin, that it 
was two years bcfoie the Couit of DirefVois obtained my ofiiciil intelligence of 
It ** The dealings of thtf Icuants with the Nabob were roncealed fiom the firft, 

“ until they wtic found out,” (lays Mi Sayer, the Company’s council) ** by 
** the report of the countiy.” The prefidency, howtser, it laft thought proyet 
to lend an ofticial account On this the Dite&ots tell them, to your great 
** pibich It has been concealed from us We cannot hut iulpcdi; this debt to havtr 
*^fa^d Its weight m youi |Hopofed aggiandizement of Mahopied Alj (the Nhbob 
** of Arcot), but whethcrit has 01 his not, ceitam it 1$, }ouatt guilty of an 
** high breach of duty in concealing it from us *• 

Thefe expiefllons, concnnmg the ground of the tranfaflion, its efiefV, andita 
clandeftine natyre, are in the letters, beating date Maich 17, 1769, After re* 
ceiving a more full account on the a 3d of March, 1770, they ftate, that 
MclTrs John Pybus, Jrhn Call, and James Buurchiei, as trufties for thenti* 

** felvcfc and others of the Nahi^’s piivate creditors, had proved a deed of al!$gn* ' 
** ment upon the Nabob and bis fon of fifteen diftrifls of the N bob's country, 

*• the revenues of which yielded, m time of peace, eight lacks of pagodaff 
** (320,000! ftuling) annually, and likewtfe an affignment of the*yearly 
tribute paid the Nabob from the Rajah of Tanjore, anlounting to four lyrkv 
ofiupees (40,000! )” The territorial revenue, at that time poffeffed by 
thefe gentlemen, without the knowledge or coufeht of their maftets, amountcltd^ 
three hundred and fixty thoufand pound fterling annually They weie 
rapid Andes to the entire polTeihon of the country, when th. Directors, whom the 

* Mr Dand^s. 
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fjright hAWtranble gcttclemaii lUtei tk^ving a^on(M tftefe pjrocpedingt, ivere 
in fttch profound Ignorance of this royal kie^uifitioa of territorial revenue by 
ibrvaats, that in the fame letrer they fay, *'this aflignment was obtained 
^ by three of the members of your board, in January n^i, yet we do not find 
t** the lead trace of it upon your confqltacions, until Auguft 1768, nor do any 
' ^ of your letters to us afford any information relative to fueh cranfaflions, till 
the 1 ft of November 1768 By your laft letters of the 8th of May i7«>9» 
'* you bring the whole proceeding to light in one \ lew ” 

4 As to the previoi];; knowledge of the Company, and its fandlion to the dtbrs, 
you fee th|t this aifcrtion of that knowledge is utterly unfounded But did the 
IDire&ors appime of it, and rat fy the tranfaflion when it was known > The 
"Very revtife On the fame ^d of March, the Dire£l:ors declaie, ** upon an im- 
** partial examination of the whole condufl of our late Goitpor and Council of 
** Fort George (Madras) and on the fulleft confideration, that the faid Govei noi 
** aqd Council hive, in notoiious violation of the trull repofed in them, mani- 
ftttly prefer! cd the intereft of private individuals to that of the Companj, ni 
** permitting the affignment of the levenues of certain valuable diftii^ls, to s 
♦* very large amount, fiom the Nabob to individuals’*~-and then highly iggia- 
vating their crimes, they add ** we order and direAthat you do examine in th** 
•* moft impartial manner, all the above-mentioned tranfafltons, and that \cu 
** punilh by fufpenfton, degradation, difmiflion, orotheiwife, asfo you fhall fttm 
** meet, ail and eiery fuch fervant or fcivants of the Company, who may by 
you be found guilty of any of the abme offences,” \Vc had (fiv the Di 
reflors) the mortification to find that the fersanti of the Compinv, who had 
** been raifcd, fupported, and owed their prefent opulence to tlu aJ/anrages 
** gamed in fuch fnvice, have in this inllance moft unfiithfuliy betriycd then 
** truft, abandoned the Company’s intereft, and proftitutcd its influence to u - 
complilh the purpofes of individuals, whilft the inttrcft of the Company 1 
•* almoft wholly nLgh£lcd, and payment to us rendered extremely prccano’s ’ 
Here then is the rock of approbation of the Couit of Direflors, on which the 
riglif honouiablc Gentleman fays this debt was founded An) member, Mi 
Speaker, who lhall ceme into the Ilouft, on my reading this ft ntince of con^n#s 
nation of the Couit of D refVo'^s agamft their unfaithful ftwinti, nnjrht wtll 
imagine that he had heard an haiih, ftvere, unquahhed invtOivc agamft the pre¬ 
fent miniftcrial Board of Control So txaflly do the proceeding of the pat,ou 
of this abufe tally with thofe of the aftars m it, that the expreft qns uftd in the 
condemnation of the one, may ferve foi the reprobation of the othei, SMthout the 
change 0^ a woi id 

How they came to enntraft the debt to tbemf 4 sc>f how thty cimt to aft as 
agents forthoJe whom thtv ought to have aontioiled, is for jour inqmiy flic 
polic) of this debt was ann lunccd to tnc Coitrt of Dirtftois, by the vciv pctl ns 
concerned m cr atmg it ” Till very lately,” (lay tlie Picfidtncj) ” the Na- 
** bob placed h. dependence on ric Company Now he h »s been caught by ill 
** adVifers, that an inte’-utr o it of dooi s may Hand h«m in gnd fti-id He has 
been made to behest th ir his pii\ rt cied tors h ve powei an I intereft to pver- 
** rule the Court of Di.eftois " * The Nabob was not riifi ituin'd The pii- 

vate 

* For t’’C thrcits of *1 cu 1 lo s 'nJ tot il i ib erfi in of tl e wthn y o*^ the Cimpinj 
in favour of th* Na|^i N ,0''*1, uithtunr'*.. tl I'fby oflisTsii liifpofUions, and the 
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vaic creditor* in&aotly^ qualified a \aft num||er of t«tbs{ and having mada 
fetvce mafttrs of the Coort of Propnetbn^ as welt'as .extending a powerful oalial 
m other places as important, they fo completely overturned the authority of th<( 
Court of Dire£lors at home and abidad, that this poor baffied government 
foon obliged to lower its tone. It was glad to be admitted into a partneribip wka ” 
Its* own Icivants The Couit of Piieftors eftabh(him|^he debt which they hftdL, 
leprobated as a breach of truft, and which was plannoPfor the fubverfton of theiir<- 
authority, fettled its payments on a par with thofe of the public , and even 
were not able to obtain peace or even equality in their dcuiands. All thefc con* 
fcquences lay in a regular and itrefiftible train By employing their inAuence fbii 
the recovery of this debt, their orders, ilTued in the lame bicath, againft cieating 
new debts, only animated the ftrong deCrcs of their fen ants to this proh4>4<ld 
prolific fport, and it foon produced a fwai in of fons and daughters not m the leaft 
degenerated fiom the virtue of their parents. 

hrotn that moment the authority of the Court of Dircfiors expired lA the 
Carnatic, and every where ellc Everyman,'’ lavs the rrefideney, whoop* 
** pofes the goveinment and its meafureb, finds an immediate countenance from 
** the Nabob , even our dilcarded ofHceis, huvvtvtr unwoithv, are receisedinto 
** the Nabob’s fervice*.” It was indeed a matter of no woiidciful rat;acity to- 
determine whether the Court of Direfiois, wuh their mifcrablc falaries to thcir 
fervancs of 4 or 500I. a year, or the diftnbutor of milhon<i, was mod likely to 
be obeyed It was an invention beyond the imagination of all the fpeculatifts of 
out fpcculating age, to fee a government quietly Icttlcd fn one md the lame town, 
compofed of two diftm£); Members, one to pay Icantily for obedience, and the 
other to biibe high for rebellion and revolt. 

When you con|iderthe enormity of the mtereft at which thefe debts were eon*, 
trafied, and the fevcral intercfts added to the principal, 1 believe you will not 
think me fo fceptical, if 1 lliould doubt, whether tor this of S So,oool. the Nabob 
evci faw ioo,oool tn real money The right honouiable gentleman lulpeiSiuag, 
w;th all his abfolutc dominion over fa£l:, that he never will be able ,0 defend eveis 
this venerable patnarchal job, though fan£iificd by its numerous ilTue, and hoary 
With piefcnptive vears, has recoutfe to recrimthaiion, the lad reioiitce of guilt. 

fays that this loan of 1767 was provided fur in Mi Fox’s India bill, and 
judging of others by his own nature and principles, he more than infinuates, that 
this pruvifiun w as made, not from any fenfe of merit in the claim, but fiom 
tiality to General Smith, a proprietor, and an agent fur that debt. If paitulvty 
could hav 2 had any weight againA judicc and policy, with the then miniders and 
tlicir friends. General Smith had titles to it. But the right honourable genrle* 
man knows as well ag I jo, that General Smith was vety far fium looking dn 
hiinfelf as partially ticated in the arrangements of that time , indued what man' 
daied to hope fur private partiality in that lacicd plan fur relief to nations } 


great derangement of all pnb'ic concerns, fee StleA roniinittce Foit St George's Iccteri^ 
aifl NovemScri and January 3id, 1770, Stpfcmbir ii, 17 i And Governor 
ehier’s letters to the Nabob of Areot, aid Nosember 1769, and Un ember 9, 170^ 

• “ He (the Nabob) is m a gieat degree tbc caufe oi our prel'-nt inabiluv j by d>yerttf)g 
'* tbeievenues of llie Carnatic tlirough pitvite<haunch ”—“ i vcii this ptihtiilb (tl'cTan- 
" ]oie tiibu e) cirenmdaiiced as he and mc die, he has alTtgn J ovei to others, who no^ 
** fel them(clvcs in oppofition to tljc Company ’ Cunfultation , ( ftoLer u, '70p, oathti 
^ath communieatcd to tlic Mabob. 
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^ is net neceflkry that th« K^^/)u|poiiribta gcii«deeiaa iheuld Arcifttcaily call 
^iSliittune t^our recolieSiont Well 00 *1 rem^bor etcry circumftanee of that 
"^^i|»orable period God forbid 1 fltoald forget it. O, lUnftnous difgrace< O, 
yi^rioiis defeat I May yoor memorial be freib and new to the Jateft geneta- 
tipn * May the day of generous conflict be fiamped in charaders never to 
DO cancelled or^ worn out imp the records of time I Lcr no man hear of us, 
who iball not hear that iiPc ftruggle agamft the intrigues of Courts, and the 
pnefidious levity of the multitude, we ftll iiT the caufe of honour, in the caufe 
of our country, in the caufe of human uatute itfelf I But if Fortune ihould be as 
powerful over Fame, as Ihe has been prevalent over Virtue, at }eaft out confcience 
is beyond her ]Uiildi£);ion My poor lharc in the fupport of that great meafure 
no man fliall ravilh from me. It fliall be fafely lodged m the fandtuaiy of my 
heart, never, never to be tom from thence, hut with thofe holds that grapple 
It CO life. 


1 fay, I will remember that bill, and every one of ifs honeft and its wife pro-, 
vhiona. Tt is not ti .le that this debt was ever piotcfled or enforced, or any rcve« 
sue whatfoever let apart for ir. It was lelt m that bill )uft where it Hood, to be 
paid or not to be pud out of the N ibob’s ptivatc treafurcs, according to his own 
4 ifcretion 'Iht Compan) hid aftuilly given in then fan£hon , though al\\a)$ 
relying for its validity on the foie lecurity of the faith of him who w ithout 
their knowledge 01 confent entered into the original obligation It had no other 
ibudiion, It ought to have had no other, fo fir was Mr Fox's bill from pto- 
Tiding funds foi it, as this Minidry have xMckcdly dune for this, and for ten 
titles wotfe tranfa^ions, out of the public cAate, that an expufs claufe immcdi- 
itely preceded, pofitivtly foibnlding any Biiiiih fubjeft from receiving alRgn- 
SBCttts upon any pait of the tcrntonil revenue, on any pretence whatfoevei 

You lecolleA, Mr Speaker, that the Chancellor of the Excbequei lirongly_ 
profefild to retain every pait of Mt fox’s bill, which was intended to prevent 
Uihufe, but in his Indn Bill, which (Itt me do ]uftice) is as able and ikilful a 
performance for its own purpofes, as ever lifucd from the wit of min, piemcdi- 
fating this inuiuity-—Aoc iffum vt JLrueret Ttojamque apertret Achivt^^ expunged 
this elTcntial cUuie, biokc down the fence which was laifed to cover the public 
property againU the rapaoitv of his partuans, and thus levelling every obftru£li»u^ 
he made a hrm, broad highway fot An and death, foi ulmy and opprcifion, 
to renew their 1 a\ ages throughout the devoted revenues of the Carnatic 

The tenot, the policy, and the conlequences of this debt of 1767, are m the 
^es of Miniffry, fo excellent, that its merits are irrefiftible, and uptakes the 
iirnd to give credi and countenance to all the reft Along with this chofui body 
•f heavy-armed infantry, and to fupport it in the l;ync, the righ*- honourable 
^gentleman has ftationed his corps of black cavalry there be any advantage 
l^ween this debt and that of 1769, according to him the casalry debt has it 
It HI not a fub]c£); of defence, it is a theme of panegyric Liften to the right 
lioaourable gentleman, and you will find it was contra^ed to fare the country , 
to prevent mutiny in armies, to introduce ccconomy in revenues, and for all 
th<ue hoi^ourable purpofes, it originated at the expreft defire, and by the reprei» 
■<|^Dt«tfVc authority of the Company itfelf 


* The Ndbob of Arcot. 
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Mr. Btxrfee here fiated at fome length the Jbameful ctreumftaaeet of this fimal* 
a/^ion f and to Ihew the infamy of foucaringt he read a letter written from ene «4 
undoubted mfonnatioD in Madras, to Sir John Clavenag, defcribing the prae« ^ 
tice that prevailed there, whilfl: the Company’s allies were under fale, dunnK 
the time of Governor Winch's admmtftration 

' I IIP II** One mode" (fays C layering* s corrcfpondent^ ** of amaiiing money at 
the Nabob's coil is cunons. He is generally m ai rears to the Company. 

** Here the Governor, being cadi kcefibr, is generally on good terms vuth tht 
** banker, who manages matters thus The Govcrnoir pieifea the Nabob for 
** the balance due from him, the Nabob flies to his banker for xelief, the bank^ 
engages to pay the money, and grants his notes accordingly, which he puts ia 
** the caih'book as ready money, the Nabob pays him an intereft for it at twor" 
or three per cent, per menfem, till the tunkaws he giants on the partieuhUT 
diilnflii for It are paid. Matters m the mean time arc fo managed, that thefc 
** IS no call foi this money for the Company’s fervice, till the tunkaws becom# 
due By this means not a rupee of caih is advanced by the banker, though |u» 
receives a heavy intcrcft from the Nabob, which is divided as lawful fpoil.** 
Here, Ml Speaker, you have the whole art and myflety, rhe true free-maron 
ferret of thcpiolcifion of foucaring, by which a feW innocent, inexperienced 
young Englilhmen, fuch as Mr Paul BenReld, for inilance, without property 
upon which any one would lend to themfelvcs a fmgle ihilling, are enabled 
once to t ke ptovmces m nioitgage, to make princes tncir debtors, and to becotna 
crcdituts for millions, 

But It deems the right honourable gentleman’s favourite foucar cavalry hata 
proved the payment before the Major’s Court at Madras • Have they fo> Why 
then defraud our anxiety and their charaflcis uf that proof* Is it not enough 
that the charges which L have laid bcfoic you, have flood on record againll thefn 
poor injutrd gentlemen for eight years * Is it not enough that they are in pnna 
by the orders of the Eafl-India Company for five years * After thefe gentlemcii' 
hive home all the odium of this publication, and ail the mugnation of the 
rectors, with luch unexampled equanimity, now that they aie at length ftimulataft 
«iH^o feeling, arc you to deny them their jufl relief ? But will the right honour- 
am!t>gent!cman be picafed to tell us, how they came nut^to give this fatisfafliicr 
to the Court of Diicflors, then lawful mailers, during all the eight years of thnk' 
litigated claim * Were they not bound, by every tie that can bind man, togtro * 
them tins f.^isfa£lioa * This day, for the firfl time, wc hear of the proofs, 
when were Siefc proofs ofTered * In what caufc * Who were the parties > IVluB 
jDfpefled * Who conteiled this belated account ? Let us fee fnmething to oypofiit 
to the body of reco'^d whi 4 h appears againil them The Mayor’s Court! Tho ' 
Mayor’s Couit' Pleafant! Docs not the honourable gentlenan know, that the 
corps of creditors (rhe creditors of 1767) ftated it as a fort of hardihip to thejn, 
that they could nqf have juflice at Madras, from the impolTibility of their fup- 
porting their claims in the Mayor’s Court Why? becaufe, fay they, the met)|« 
bers of that Court were themfelvcs creditors, and therefore could not fit 
Judges*. Arc we ripe to fay that no creditor under fimilar circumftances wa# 
member of the Court, when the payment which is the gtound of this cavalry debt* 


^ Memorial from the Creditors to the Governpr and Council, zad January, tyjo. 
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put lA firoftf * ^ Nay, ate we aot m a manner compelled to conclude th^t 
}j»e Court was fo conftimted, when we know there is fcarcelj a man in M«ldias 
tlirhiohas not fomc participation in thefc tranfa^ions ’ It is a Hiame to hear fuch 
|ireofs mernontd, inftead of tlie hone^ sigorous fciurinv which the tircumftauces 
ftf fueh an affau lb indtfpenlablv cill for. 

But His Majefty’s Mmifters, mdulprnt enough to other fcri times, has e not been 
'iatiafled with authonfiug the payment ot this dtnmnl without fuch inquiry as the 
aft hi8 preftnbed, but they havt add d the ai rear of twelve prr cent intcuft, 
from the year 1777 to the vtir i7r4, to make a ntw ca, ital, laifing thereby from 
160 to »94,oool Then they charge \ new twjvt pet cenr «m the wl ole from 
|bat period, foi a tranlaAion, in winch it will bt a miiaJe'f a fmplc penny 
sviH be c.cr found icaily advanced fiom the private flock of the pietendcd 
cneditors. 

*Jn this manner, and at fuch an intcrtfl, the IMiniflcrs have thought piop-'r to 
diiTpolt of 2()4.,oool of the public rettnurs, fni what is cilltd the cdvaln loin 
After difpitthinp this, the nghr honourable vcntLmin leid, to bat le his lift 
grand disufion the conf lidittd debt of i-yy B U basing CAbau<ltd iil hi 
panegyric on the tsvo fit It, he hi« nothing it all to liy in fas 0111 of the lift Ou 
the conttary, he admits tint itssas contrafltd in dcftince tf the Conpany o • 
4 ert, without even the pretended itpiefcntitivcs Nobods, indeed, has set teen 
found haidy enough to ftind foith avossedly in its defence. But it 1 little to the 
eicdtt of tht age, that svhat has not piaufibilitj tnoogti to find an advocate, his 
influence enough to oltiin a piotc^loi. Could ans mm evp^fl to find th t pio- 
teftOT any ssherc ’ But svhat muft every mm think, when he finds tliatpiot c- 
tor in the Chau mm of the Committee of bectcr\ ■}-, who had publifhcd to the 
Houfe, and to tht ss or Id, the lifts that condemn thefe debts—the oidti tln- 
forbid the incuinng of them—tht drtidlul conlequences which ittendtd theio 
£ven in his official letter, when he tramples on liis piiliamentary Repmt, yet 
lus general language is the fame. Read the profile to this put of rhe mmifteiiil 
arrangement, and vou svould imagine that this debt ssas to be ciullied, witli ill 
the weight of indignation svhich could fill fiom 1 vigil mr gmrdian of rht pxb- 
lic trtafuiv, upon thofc who attempted to rob it What muft be felt by csc^. 
man who has feeling, s'lien, after fuch a thundering picimble of con kmnatftJn, 
this dtU IS oideicd to bs paid without any lort of inquity into its au lientinty , 
without a fingle ftep tiken to fettle esen the amount of the demand , without an 
attempt fo muvh IS to aletrtiin the real perfons chiming a fum, wli.ch rifes in 
the accounts fiom 1,300000! ftcilin'^, to 2,400000! piincir>fi mou€v+> 
Without an attempt mide to afcernin the proprietors, of whom no lilt has ever 
Jet bun hid befoie the Court of Dueftois, of ptopiiw^iarsvlio art knusvn to be 

• Inthcycui T778, IVTr f mrsCJl, one of the pr'pi et jrs p*" this fpccifit Jrl t, w.sic 
tnally Masor Appendix to tl Rrpor* of Mi Dun 1 s s Committre, iSo 65 —The only 
proof ahieh appeired on the inquiry iiift nitel in the C rnrrd Coint of i-ai, was in affih- 
Sjtt of the lenders thtinfelies, 0 poimg (whit no ho'y tiej dcii cJ) that they had ergi^fj 
•nd agreed to piy -n »t th t they had pud the fum of 160,00©! 1 his wis two yeirs after 

^trani4Aton, ind the affidint is mtde befoie George Proffo-, Masoi, an aitirnes for 
eertstn of the old creditors Proceedings of the Piefideni and Countit oi I-oit S iint Geoige, 
axd Febmry 17-j 

•f Right hononiable Utmy Diind s 

j Append X to the 4th Rcpoit ot Mi Dundaa’i Committee, No 15. 
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ID a collufive Ihufflc, by which they never appear to be the fame in^ny tMf^ 
handed about fur then onn particular puipolca’ ' < 

^ My honourable fiicnd who mndc )ou the motion» has fufBcicntly expofed 
paturt of this debt He has fnttd to^ou that its own agents m the year 
in the airangement they propofed to make at Calcutta, wcic fatisftcd to have a5 
put cent at once ftruclc u 3 fiom the capital of a great part of tuts debt, and 
prayed to have a ptovifion made foi this ieduced pimcipal, without any l^cre^ 
at all This was an airangument of then own, an anaiigcincnt made Jsy thofe 
who bull knew the tme conflitutioii of then own diht, who knew hov little fa* 
\ our it merited and how litilc hopts thuy had to find any purloustin authority 
abandoned enough to fupport it as it flood 

But what coriupt men, in the fond imaginations of a languiiic aVarice, had 
not the confidence to piopole, they have found a Chancellor oi the Exchequer la 
> ngland hardy enough to undertake for them. He has cheered their droqj^iug 
fpints, He has thanked the peculatois for not dtfpiumg ot then commonwealth* 
He has told them they were too niodtft He has rtpUcud the *5 per cent whtc{i^ 
in order to lighten thcnifuhcs, they had abandoned in ihuu tonltious tenor. In- 
itead of cutting off the intcrelt, as thuy had thcnilelvts conknted to do, with this 
fuuith of the capitil, he has added itie whole giowth of tour years ufury of la 
pel cent to the fiift over-giown principal, and bas again giafted on this melio- 
lated flock a perpetual annuity of 6 pei cent to ta^e place from the year i7&*. 
Let no man heitaftcr talk of the decaying energies of nature. All tfle a£^s »nd^ 
monuments of the records of petulation, the confolidated corruption of ages ; 
the pitterns of exemplary plunder 111 the heroic times of Roman iniquity, never 
equalled the gigantic conuption of tins Angle a6> Never did Nero, in all the 
inlolent piodi',dhr\ of dcfpotilin, deal out to his pra.toiian guaids a donation 
htto be named \ ith the laigcfs flioN.eicd down by the bounty of our Chancellor 
ot the Exchequer on the faithful land ot hij Indi in Sepoys. 

This day, and not before*, the light honouiablc gentleman thinks that the 
pcncral cfrabMhmtnt of nil clcums is the fureft way of lying open the fiaud of 
tome of them In India, tins ii a reach of deep polity. But what V'ould 
»»► ^thought of this mode of afting ou a demand upon the Ireafuiy m England * 
H^tad of all this cunning, is tl eii not one plain uiv*opcn, that is, to put the * 
huruim ot the pi oof on thole who mike the dem ind > Ought not Miniflrv to 
Jiavc hfW to the Cicditois, The pcifon who admits joai; debt ftands excepted 
to as ^tdenct, he ftands charged as a collufivc paiL\, to hard over the public 
rtvenuX 4 £ )ou for fiuiftcr purpose You fay, i 011 have a demand of fome 
millions ^ Indian Trtafuiv , prove that you have afted by lawful au. 

** thoritv, proveSnhsaAithat yoariioicy has been advanced, entitle 


■* No rc-’iff- of the ommo'i jlanjcr, ut cafe of a vni, c ji pr^v iil on 
Arcot) to hiimlh the Company wuh what is abfoUittlv iKulIoy to 
though It w beyond a doubt, t'ut n'oncy to a large amount iv now ho t 
at ChepauK, and tiinkaws atcgiameJ to nidivi.Jiials upon fomc ot lus 
ti’cs, tor piyment ol part oi thofe debts whith h; h is contrived, and 
11 It bear iiifpcAion, as ntiihtr the debtor or trelitois ha\Ctvti had tne 
the accounts to our ..Mn.ina ion, though they cxprdkd a wilh to loiiI >1 
the aufpiu. ot th.s govern lent, a^re< My to j pl,n tiny n^j foim d 
t ons, z >lh July 1778 Ml Du'it' 4 . Appn J a: to id 
pendiK to ditto Repot , \o 3 ( 5 , B 


him j^thc Ni’«)b of 
alkmhjc aii amv. 
ded up in Jns tolfei*. 
nioft vain bic coiui- 
whiph ccrfiirfly Will 
ooiifldence to fubmit 
idafc the debts iinJc. 
^ ad I as Conftilui 
See 4’fa laft Aj- 
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'-w ^ourfelf to my proteftiofii by flic fiimefs atd fui&efi of the coinint)iiicari|l>r 

you itiftkc.*’ Did an honeft creditor ever refufe that reafopaUe cad honeft. 
leftf 

1 Itave endeavoared to iind out» if pofiBble^ the amount of the whole of tho-J?* 
demands, m order to fee how much, fuppofing the country in a condition to fur« 
nilh the fund, may rcaiain to fatisfy the public debt and the neceiTary cftabiifh- 
otnents. But I have been foiled m my attempt. About one-fourth, thatls about 
saOfOeo of the loan of 1767, remains unpaid How much interefl is in arrear 
1 could never difcoi er, (even or eight years at leaft, which would make the 
whole of that debt about 396,000!. This ftock, which the Miniftcrs in their 
injRirudlions to the Governor of Madras date as the leaft exceptionable, they have 
fliought proper to diftinguifli by a marked leventy, leaving it the only one on 
the intcreft is not udded to the principal, to beget a new intercft. 

*I1ic cavalry loan, by the operation of the fame authority, is made up to 
U94,oool. and this 294,000! made up of principal and intercft, is ciowncd with 
a stew ratereft of twelve per cent 

What the grand loan, the bribery loan of 1777, may be, is amongft the deepeft 
nyfiertes of ftatc. It is probably the firft debt ever alTummg the title of confoli- 
(hitiOD, that did not exprefs what the amount of the fum confohdated was It is 
little Icfs than a contradi£lion m terms. In the debt of 1767, the fum was ftated 
^ the of Confolidation, and made to amount to S 80,000 capital When this 
coafolidatKm of 1777 was firft announced at the Durbar, it was feprefented au¬ 
thentically at 4,4oo,oooI. In that, or rather in an higher ftate, Sir Thomas 
jLumbold found and condemned it *. It afterwards fell into fuch terror, as to 
fimeat away a million of its weight at once, and it funk to 1,400,000! f How¬ 
ever, It never was without a refource for recruiting it to its old plumpncfs- 
There was a fort of floating debt of about 4 or 500,000!. more, ready to be 
added, as occafion fhould require. 

In ihort, when you prefted this fenfitive plant, it alu'ays contra£led its di- 
menfions. When the rude hand of inquiry was withdravs n, it expanded in all 
the luxmiant vigour of its anginal vegetation In the treaty of 1781, the whole 
of the Nabob’s debt to private Europeans is by Mr Sullivan, agent to the Nabqh " 
and the creditors, ftated at z,8oo,oool which (if the cavalry loan, and thc^l’c- 
mauns of the debt of 1767, be fubtradred) leaves it nearly at the amount jVigi- 
nally declared at the Durbar, m 1777 But then there is a private in.lrufiion 
to Mr. Sullivan, which jt ieems will reduce ht again to the lowcft l^biidard of 


• In Sir Thomas Rumbold’s letter to die Court of Direflors, Mart’ 15,1778, herepre^ 
Ibnts It as liijrhcr, in tbc iollowmg manner — '* How (hall 1 pSbt 'io yon my aftontfhmcne 

** on my ariival here, wlicn 1 was informed, that independent of tins tour lacks of pagodas 
** (the cavalr} loan), independent of the Nabob’s debt to his old creditors, and the money 
we to the Company, Ik had contracted a debt to the enormous amount of fixty-three 
«* lacks of pagodas (1,520,000!) I mention this circumftance to you with horror, tor 
•* the creditor), being in gcneril fcrvaots oi the Company, renders my talk, on the part of 
the Company difficult and invidious. I think it proper to mention to yon, that although 
•* t^e Nabob rtpoits his private debt lo amount to upwards of fixty lacks, yet I underftand 
•* flUt It IS not quite fo much “ Afterwards Sir Thbmas Rumbold ricomincnded this debt 
jfft (he favourable attention ot the Company, but without any fufiicient rcaioii for his change 
dlfpolitioii Howc.lj lie went no farther 

f Nabob's propol il», November ajth 1778, and the memorial of the cieditors, March 
/»ft» * 779 - 
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£400,0001* Failing m all my attempts, by a dircft account, to afcertain the 
the capital claimed (where m all probability no capital xias ever ad» 
valrced) 1 eadeavoured, if poifiblc, to diicover it by the intered which was to be 
paid. For that purpofe, I looked to the fcvi ral agreements foi allinging the 
territories of the Carnatic to fecure tlte principal and mtcrcO- ot this debt. In 
One of them * I found m a fort of poftlcnpt, by way of an additional remark, 
(not in the body of the obligation) the debt rpprtftnted at i,40O,oooU But 
\%hcn I computed the fums to be paid for intertft by inftalmcnts in another pa¬ 
per, I found they produced the inierefl of two millions, at twelve per cent, and 
the aifignment fuppofed, that if thcle iiiftalmtnts might exceed, they might alfo 
fall fhort ot the real provifion for that intereft f. 

Another inftalment bond was afterwards granted In th it bond the intcreft exy 
pftly tallies with a capital of 1,400,000!+. But puriuing tins capital through 
the correfpnndtnrt, I loft fis^ht of it again, and it was aflcrtccl that this tnftal- 
Xiient bond was confulerably ftiort of the mttreft; that on dit to be computed to the 
time mentioned § Here are, tlu-rcforc, two ftitements ot equal authority, dif¬ 
fering at le ill a million fiom each other, and as neither pcrlons claiming, nor 
any Iptcial lum as btlonging to each particul ir claimant, is alccriaiiied in the 
tnftrumcnts of conlolidat>on, or in the inft'ilment bonds, a hige fcope was hft 
to throw in my fums foi any pci Tons, is their merit* m id\aucmg the intcrcll 
of that loan might requiie , a power was iHo left for reiliuTion, in cafe a harder 
hind, or more leanty iiinds, might be found to rcquiit it Stronger giounds 
fora piefumption of fraud ncvci appeared in inv trinfiilinn hut the niiniftcis, 
fi'thful to the plan of the inuiefted pci/on-.e ham alone il(t\ tIlou'’■ll^ fit to confer 
with on this occillon, have oideicd the piyment of the wlioL m.nlr. ol thcle un- 
’ noun unliquidated fums, without, in attempt to iftuti'n them On ttiis cou- 
dui^l, Sir, I leatc you to mal c \our own lefleiMions. 

It IS impoHible (at Icaft f have found it impoftible) to f on the ic^I amount of 
the pretended debts with vvluch youi iniiuftf’i'' have iho 1 lit piopir to load the 
CariiaMc They aie obfcuic, they fhun inqum , tlicy ire enoiinous. That 
js ou know of tlicm • 

That you may judge what chanre in\ l.nnoni ihlc '”ul uftfiil end of govein- 
inent hasS&r a provifion that comes m foi the leiviiK^s of flii.lt gluttonous de¬ 
mands, I n^ll take it 011 myfelf to hung betoic you tht icil condition of that 
abufed, milled, racked, and luincd country , ilinugh m iiuih my mind tcvolta 
from It, tlioiT^P^^ will hear it with hoi 01 , am! 1 confLfs, I tumlle wdicn I 
think, on thele awufc«< m^. con founding difpenfuions of Piovulcnce 1 fliall fi>ft 
trouble you with a few wolds as to the cauft 

The great fortunes made in India in the beginnings of coi rpieft, raturally ex¬ 
cited an emulation in all the pairs, and through the whole fucrefhon of the.Com- 
panv’s fervice But in tht Company it gave life to othei ft ntimenrs *Thcv did 
not find the new channels of acquifition flow with equal rubes to them On the 
contr..ry, the high ficod-iidc of private emolument was reneially jn the’ lovvcft 
ebb of their affairs. They began alfo to ftai, that the foituiic of war might 


• K-ibob’s propofils to his new confohdated creditor,, NovemLcr asdi, i7;8 

f Paper figned hv the Nabob, Cth January 1780 ‘ 

r Kiilbundi to July 31, 1780 

§ Governor’* lettci to tiie Nabob, ajth July 1779 
VOL. XVIII 4 I 
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take away wbat the fortune of wat had given. Wars were accordingly difcou* 
raged by repeated injun&hons and menaces, and that the fervaut's might not 
bribed into them by the native princes, they were ftriftlj foibidden to'JSktV^iy 
money w^hatfoever fiom their hands. But vehement p&Hion is ingtmous m re- 
fotlrces The Company’s fervants were not only ftimulated, but better inlhuftul 
by the prohibition. They foon fell upon a contrivance winch aiilwciul then pur- 
pofes far bettgi than the methods which were forbidden, thonj.li in this alfo they 
violated an ancient, but they thought, nn abrogated order '1 hey icieiicd thtir 
proceedings. Inftead of receiving preftnts, they made loans Jnfttid of ca'ii- 
vng on wars in thtir oism name, they contrived m authoriiy, at once iirefilliole 
and irrefponfible, in whofc name they might ravage at plealu'-c , aiul being iKuj 
freed from all rtlliaint, they indulged thcmftlves in the moft t vtunaguit ipetu- 
lations of plunder. The cabal of creditors who haxc been the obje^l ol the 1 1'e 
bountiful grant from his Majefty’s Mmilleis, in older to polTels thcmlelvts, iin- 
dfcr the namcof cuditorb and alhguccs, of everv couniiy in liibn, ss f A as it 
Biould be conquered, infpired into the mind of the N ibob of Arcot ^^then a iV- 
pendant on the Company of the humblell older) a iehune of the moft wild and 
dtlpcrate ambition that 1 believe ever was admitted into the thoughts of t man lo 
fltuated ^ hirft, they perluaded him to eonlijLi hitnfelf is a ptineipal inesmbcr 
in the political fyftc in of Europe In the n-c\t place, they held out to !nm nnd 
he readily imbibed the idea, of the general empire of Hindoftan As a pielinnnary 
to this undeitaking, they picvailed on him to piopofe a tiipattitc di\ifion of tint 
vaft country One part to the Companv , mother to the Marattas , ana tlie thud 
'to himfelf. To lumielf he rtfcivcd all the louthern pait of the great petiinlula, 
comprehended under the general name of tlie Decan 

On this feheme of then fervants, the Compinj w'as to appeal in the Carnatic 
in no other light tlian as a coiUra£for for the piovilioii of aiinie , and the hue 
of mercenaries for his ule, and under In', diieflion. This difj)ol]tion was to be 
frcurcd by the Nabob’s putting himfeF under the guarantee of Fiance, and by 
the means of thatiival uation, picvcnting the Englifli for ever £ oin affuming aa 
equality, much lefs a/upcnority in the Carnatic In purluance of this treaf' 
able projeft (trealonablt. on the pari of the Engli/li) they extinguilhtd t^/Co n- 
pany as a foiereign power in that part of India, they withdrew the Company's 
ganifons out of all the foits and ftrong holds of the Cainatic, they d^ined to it 
ccive the amballadors fiom foreign courts, and i emitted the n u>m\c Nabob of 
Arcot, they fell upon, and totally deftiovtd the oldeft all) of Company, the 
King of Tanjorc, and plundered thecountiy to the imoujj/i !t neai tive millions 
Ifpiling, one after another, in the Nabob’s name, 'hti'c*\viih EnjfiJh foict, they 
brought into a mifcrable fcrvitudc all the princes, and gre it indepeiidctit nobilitv 
'of avaftcountiyf In proportion to thtfc treafons and violences, v.Uieh ruined 
.tfie people, the fund of the Nabob’s debt grew and floiuiftied 

Among 

• Report of-the SelcA Committee, Madras Confiiltstions, Janira“V 7, i''7T Sec alio 
papers piibiilhed by the oiJtr ot the Court of Diicitoia in 17-6 , ind It ul Matu.i«c)’i loi- 
reipondi.net with Mi II ilhn^s and the hiabob ot Arcot See alio Mi DuuJus’s Appendix, 
Tso. 37<S B Nabob’s piopolitions thro* Mr, Sullivan and Adam Khan, Art 6, and indeed 
the whole 

f “ The principal objeff of the expedition is to get nione) from Tarjorc to pavrlie Na- 

Loo'll debt: it afurplus, to be applied in difsfnrge Of the Nabob’s debts tohispnvats 

*' creditors ” 
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f Among the viftims t* this raaginhccnt plan of umvarfal plunder, worthy of 
avarice of the proje^ors, you have all heard (and he has made him* 
JcIt to be well remembered) of an Indian chief called Hyder Ah Khan> This 
man poifeiTed the weftern, as the Company, under the name of the Nabob of 
Arcot, dot') the caUcrn diviiion of the Carnatic ft was among the leading itiea^ 
furtb in the dehgn of this cahil (accoiding to then own emphatic language) to 
extirpate this Ilydci Ah *. They decKued the Nabob of Arcot to be his lovereigil« 
and himfeli to be a rebel, and publicly invcHcd their inArumcnt withthefo- 
acrcignty of the kingdom of Mjfore But their Viftiin was not of the palHve 
kind Ihe', were loon obliged to conclude a treaty of peace and dole alhanee 
with this libel, It the gates of Madras. Both before and lince that treaty, 
every piinciple of policy pointed out this power as a natural alliance, and on 
Ills pait. It was cnuited by cvciy lort of amicable oiTict But the cabinet coun* 
cil of Lnglilh cicJituis would not luffer then Nabob of Aicot to fign the treaty, 
iioj even to give to a pnnci, -it Ic ift his equal, the oidinaiv titles oi rifpcfl and 
courtcly. I'lom that time forwud, a eontmued plot was cairied on withm 
the divan, black and white, of the Nabob of Aicot, tor the <icftru6bon of Hjdcr 
All As to the outward nicmhcrs of the double, or rathei treble goverment of 
Madras, which had figiied thi tteaLy, they were always jireventcd by fome 
over luling influenci (which they do not dcltiibe, but which cannot be mil'a 
underftood) from ptifoimuig what juftiee and intcieft combined fo evidently to 
enforce | 

When at length Ilvder Ah found that he had to do with men who either 
would fign no convention, 01 whom no treaty and no lignaturc could bind, and 
who vvcic the detci uintd enemies of human inteicouile itlclf, he decreed to 
make the countiy poUefled by theic incorrigibL and predcftinated criminals a 
inemorabit cx iraple to mankind. He itlolvtd, in the gloomy itccfles of a mind 
capacious of fuch things, to leave the whele Cainatic an evtrlafting monument 
of vengeance, -and to put perpetual delolation as a barnti between him and 
, thole againft whom the faith which holds the moial elements of the world to- 
jer was no protcfiion He became at Ungth lo ejnfindent of his force, £9 
in his might, that he ra idc no lecrct v.liatlocver of his dieadful rcfolution. 
Havin^^ernimatcd his diTputcs vsuh evciy eiuiiiy, and every iival, who burird 
their mulLal animofities 111 their common ilLteftaiion ngainlt iht creditors of the 
Nabob of\^^cot, he drew from cverj quarter, wdiattvcr a favage ferocity could 
add to his ne^jiTudimi nts in the art of dtriru^lion, and compounding all the 
materials of fur^ni^so^^k, and dtlolation, into one black cloud, he hung for a 
while on the declivities of the mountiin , Whilft the authors of thele eviU 
were idly and ftupidly gazing on this intnacing meteor, which blackcpcd all 
their horizon, it fuddcnly burft, and poured down the whole of its icontcnta 


creditors,” Confultations, IWartbio, 1771, snd for hirthcr hj'ltt , Confnltations, tith ^ 
June, 1771. Vf’e arc -ilitmed, Irlt this debt to indiv iduals fb<»ulii hdic Ueii tht red 
tivc tor the aggrandizement of Mobomed Ah (the Nibob of Atcut^and tliat we .ue ^ 
** plunged into a w r to put him itslo pofleffion ot the Mylorc revenues tor die difchargc ot ^ 
<* the debt ” Letters from the Dircc'i’ors, March r“, 1769 

* Letter fiom the Nabob, May ft, i7<S8, and ditto, Z4th April, 1770, ift tJAobw , 
ditto, 16th September, 1771, idtb, March, 1-73 
f Letter trom tlir Prcfidericy it Madras to the Coivi of Oireftors, j'lh June, i-Op 
i Mr. Dundfts’s Committee, Pcpoi I Appendi*', No aj 
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upon tlie plains of the Carnatic —Then cnllied a fcene of woe, the like of whio i 
no eye had fcen, no heart conceived, and which no tongue can adcqua*«l^*\rf^« 
All the hoi rors of war before knov »i or heard of, were mercy to that new havock* 
A ftorm of umverfal fire blallcd every field, confumed every houfc, deftroyed every 
temple The mifeiable inhabitants flying fiom their flaming villages, in part 
■were flaughttred, others, without regaid to ftx, to age, to the rcfptft of rank, 
or facrediicfs of fun£^ion, fathers tom fioin children, huibauds from wives, 
enveloped in a whiilwmd of cavalry, and amidfi the goading fpcars of drivers, 
and the trampling of purluing horfes, were Iwept into captivity, in an unknown 
and hoflile land Thofe who wnt able to evade this tempeft, fled to the w-alltd 
cities But cfcaping from fire, fword, and exile, they fell into the jaws of 
famine 

Tlic a’ms of the fettlemcnt, in this dreadful exigency, were certainly liberal, 
and all was done by chanty that private chanty could do but it was a people, 
in beggary , it was i nation w'hich ftietched out us hands for food For months 
together thefi creatures of fulFurancc, whofc vciy cxccfs and luxuiy m thur 
rtoft plenteous day-., had fallen Ihort of the allowance of our auitLiefl: fafts, filciit, 
patient, nilgncd, without fcdition or difturbancc, almoft without complaint, 
jieiilhtd oy a hundicd a day m the ftrccts of Madras, every day ftventy at Icaft 
laid tl cii bodif-s III tilt ftitets, or on the gl icis of Tanjore, and expired ot fimine 
in the giinary of India I was going to awake your juftice tow aids tins un- 
happy part nf oiu fellow citucns, bv bringing before you lomc of the circurn- 
ilances of this phgut of hunger Of all the calamities which befet and waylay 
the life of man, this comts the iicarclt to our heart, and is that wherein the 
proudtil of VIS all feels himfelf to be nothing more than he is but I find myfelf 
unable to manage it with vlccorum, thele details arc of a fpecies of horror fo 
Jiaufeous and dilgufting, they are lo degrading to the fuftcrersand to the hearers, 
they ai., fo humiliating to humm natuie lift If, that, on better thoughts, I find it 
inoit advife ible to thiow a pall over this hideous qbjtft, and to leave it to your 
geneial conceptioi $ 

For ei^hrecu months^,'*’, v ithout intcrmifiion, this deftruc^ion raged from^'ine 
y'Ui-.ot JMadi’s to th' gitcs of I anjoie, and lo eomplcaly did thefej?^ltcis 
jn }i ii M’, I^vdc» A}' iiul hi'- inoie i mcious Ion, iblohe tlienilelvM of their 
nvpie ' o , thit vie. Uu Bniifli annics travcrled, as they did tl^Carnatic 
vor findiidi ol miles lu al' tliicdions, through the wliolc line of tl^rj^naich they 
did i(. one mp’i, not out woman, not one child, not one fo'i^ooted bcaft of 
ai*y delc.iptiou \/h.iii.v»,i One dead uniform filenri^^®,over the whole 
1 g on With the inconhclcrable exceptions of the nariow vicinage ot fome few 
foitj, I v/ilh to be under frood as fptakiiig liteially I mean to product to you more 
man tUirt wiintirts, arif»vt. all exception, who will fuppoit this aifcrtion m us full 
extent. I b it huirKir c of war paifej through every pait of the ccnti »1 provinces 
ot tuc Caiiuitic SiK Ol ftven diftri^ls to the north and to the fouth (and thefe 
not wholly vmt«>uched tlnped) the gcneial ravage. 

The Cainat.i r a country not iiuicU inferior in extent to England Figure to 
'0ii1»'lt, Mr Spcalci, the land in whole rwprefentative chair you fit, figure to 
vomielf the foim and filhiou of yom iwcet and cheerful country troin Thames 

* i'pfindic, No 4, Report of the Coaimutee of afllgned revenue. 
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t(\ Ticnt, notth and fonth, and from the Infli to the German fta, eaft and 
fc-rr~.i4icd and embo%vcllcd (May God a\eit the omen of our crimes) by fo 
lAi^mpUfhed a dcfolation. Extend your imagination a little farther, and then 
fuppole your Mmiflcrs taking a furvey of thus icene of wafte and deloktion, what 
would be vout thoughts if you ihould be infoimed, that they w^.re computing 
how much had been the amount of the excifes, how much the euftonia, how much > 
the land aiul mait i\x, in uulei that they fhould chaige (take it in the moA: favou* 
lable light) for public lervicc, upon the rtheks of the latiated vengeance of rc» 
lentUfi tiiemies, the whole of what England had yielded in the moll exurberant 
leaiuns ot peace md abundance > What would yn»t ctll it ’ T o call it tyranny, 
fubliiiicd into m idnefs, would be too faint an image, vet mis \cry madneni it 
the principle upon wineli the Minifters at your right hand h ivc proceeded in thcic 
elliiinte of the ievenue> of the CainTtte, when they were providing, not Alp- 
ply foi the cllibiilltiTieiits of Its protceH-ion, but icvvaid-. ioi the authois of 
us rum 

Leciy (1 ly eou iic fatigued and difgufted v ill thi'i cant, “tit C uintic is a 

ioiinti> tliir will loon lecovci, ind become inllinllv is profpeious is ever ’* 
xlitv ilimk they aie ulkin5,to ’ i locenrs, v'ho woll believe tliat by fow'ing of 
dll' oil’s teeth, men miv come up iead\ giown mJ itadv irmeJ Tlity who will 
give thcnifehes the trouble of conlidtimg (fo; it injuiicv lui gieat reach of 
thought, no very profound knowledge) the mmnei m which n* mkind aie in- 
creiled P"! lountnes cultnatcd, will repaid all tins iivmg is it ought to tse 
leuiukd III o.del tint the people, after a long pciiod of 'u and plunder, 

may be pi i eonditioii to iiiiintim goveinmiiit, emvcinmini mpH. begin Ijy main¬ 
taining them Hcie the load to tcconoinv lies, not th mi^ h leeeipt, but thiough 
cvpenee, and in that couhtry nature has given no llioit cut to your objcdl- 
!Mr 11 nniil pi cpi*nte, like other . ninnls, by the mouth, N \ ei did oppreflion light 
the nuptial toicii, nevei did cxtoition ind ufuty fpread oat the genial lied Docs 
anv of you thii'k that Eng’md, lo waAcd, would, untlei fuch a nurfiiig acten* 
rv^djinet, fo 1 ipidl\ ind cheaply iccovtr> But he is mt nilv acquainted with either 
01 Iiuln, who doos not know that England wen Id a thoui md tunes fooncr 
refum^jxipulation, feitihtv, and what ought to be the ulmnate fecietion fiom 
born, levi^c, than Im-h a eountiy the Carnatic 

7 he Cai^iie is not b\ tin, bounty of n-’fiirc i feitilc foil The gcneial fize 
of Its cattle \.^ipot enoii'^h thit it is much otheiwife It is fome day^ fince I 
moved, chat a el^i^us and intercfting map, kept m the India Houfe, lliould be 
Ji’id before you ' Houle is not yet in readniefs to fend »t, I have 

thcrefoie biought down mv own copy, and there it lies foi the ufc of any gen¬ 
tleman who miy think luch a matter worthy of his attention. It is indeed a 
noble inip, md of noble things, but it is decilivc againft thw golden dreams knd 
faugume Iptfulitionj of ivartrt lun mid. Tn addition to what you know 
muft be the eaie in tvir^ put of the woild (tie ncccflity of a previous pro- 
vifinn of habitation, feed, Itoek, ripitii) that map will Ihtw you, that the ufe 
of the ii,tiucnces ot He.urn jtl^lf me iii chat country a work of art. The Car- 
lufic is itCrtfhtd by lew oi nu living biooks or running ftieams, and it has raiu 
only at a lealon, but u p.udu^i oi luc exacts the uic of water iubjedf to per- 


petual 
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ptfual command. This is the nationtl bank of tht Carnatic, on which it mbft^ 
lu\c a perpetual cfcdit, or it ptnlhcs irretiicsably For that realn*5^K^hc 
happier times ot India, a number almoft incredible of rcftrvoirs have been i^ue 
in chofen places throughout the whole country, they arc formed, foi the grerter 
parr, of mounds of earth and ftoiies, with fluiccs of folid mafonry, the whole 
eonftrufted with admirabk (kill and hboui, and maintained at a mighty clmgc. 
In the territory contained in that map alone, I have been at the trouble of 
reckoning the rcfcrvoirs, and tht) amount to upwaids of eleven hundred, from 
tht extent of two or three acres to five miles in circuit From theft, refervoirs 
A'uiicnts are occaftonilly draun ovci the helds, and thefe watcrcourfcs again call 
for a cunfidciablc cxpencc to keep them properly fcoured and duly levelled. 
Tf aking the diftnfl in that map as a mcEfuic, there cannot be in the Carnatic and 
T njure, fewer than ten thoufand of thok reftrvoirs of the larger and middling 
t'lnieiihons, to lay nothing of thofe for domeftic lerviccs, and the ufc ot rth- 
p'oas punhcation Theft arc not the enterprues of your power, noi m a ftyle 
01 vn igiiihcencc fuited to the taftc ot your mimfter Thefe are the monuments 
or real kings, who were the fathers of then people, teftators to a poftuity 
which tl ey embraced a^ their own. Thefe arc the grand fepulchrcs built by 
ambition, but by the ambition of an unfatiable benevolence, which, not con¬ 
tented with reigning in the difperfa*^ion of happincis during the contrafted 
term of human life, had ftraincd, with all the itachings and grdfpings of a viva- 
<.ious mind, to extend the dominion of ihcir bounty beyond the hmits of nature, 
and to perpetuate thcmftl/cs thiough generations of generations, the guardians, 
the ptotc6tors, the nouiiihcis of mankind. 

Long before the lati imafion, the perfons who arc objefts of the grant of 
public money now before you, had fo diverted the fupply of the pious funds 
of culture and populatioir, that cveiy where the relervoiis weie fallen into a 
miftriblt dcca) f But aftei thofe domeftic enemies had provoked the entrv of 
a cruel foreign foe into tht countiy, he did not leave it until his revenge had 
eompkted the deltiu^lion begun by their atarice. few, very few indeed, 
tilde mag lAiiics of Water tint ire not eithei totallv dcftro)td, oi cut tjirfSugh 
with fucli gaps, as to require a lerious attention and much cuft to rp^ftablifh 
them, as rue means of pitleut fubfiftence to the people, and of fuywe revenue 
to the Itate. 

VVlnt, Sir, would a virtuous and enlightened Miniftry do on^Mi view of the 
rums ot fuch works before them, on the view of fuch a ck^tnof defolation as 
that winch yawned in the midft of thofe countries tt*si»rJ^orth and louth, which 
ftill bore lome veftiges of cultivation ’ They i.ould hi\e reduced all their moft 
ncccflary eftablifhmcnts, they would have fulpended the jufttft payments, they 
would have eraplo)cd every fhillitig derived from the producing to re-animate 
the povscisof the unproduftivc parts While they were performing this fun¬ 
damental duty, whtlft they were celebrating thefe myfteries of )uftice and hu¬ 
manity, they would have told the corps of fiftitious creditors, whofc crimes were 
elicu clainib, that they muft keep ah awful difti>nce , that they muft fiience thdir 
laaulpicious tongues, that they mult hold off their profane unhallowed paws 
from this holy work, they would have proclaimed with a voice that ihould 


f Sec Report IV Mi D«ndas*s Committee, p 4d, 
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m>kt itfclf lieard^ that on every country the firfi creditor 11 the plow, that this 
ordinal, indcfcaiiblc claim fuperftdes ever> other demand 

«vhat a wifi. and virtuous Minidiy would have done and faid. This, 
tfieixfore, ii. what our Mmifter could never think ot faying or doing. A 
IMiniftry of another kind would have firft improved the tountry, and have thus' 
kid a folid foundation for future opuknee and futine force. But on this grand 
point ol the rcftorStion of the country, thtic is not one fyllible to be found lai 
the correfpondence of oui minifttrs, from the firft to the l-ill they felt nothing 
for a land dcfolated by fire, iword, and famine, thin fympithits took another 
direffion, they wtic touch'd with pity foi biibcrv, lo long tormented with 4 
fiuitlels Itching of ns palms, their bowels yearned tor UiUiy, that had long 
miffed the bars eft of its returning months f , they telt for (eculation which had 
been for lo many years raking in the dull of an empty trtalury, they \vci« 
melted into compaftion fur lapinc and oppicllion, licking then dry, parched, 
anbloody )a\vs. Fhelt were the objefls ot then folicitud^ Thcle were ih« 
neceflities for vihich they weic ftudious to pioiiJe 

To ftate the countiy and its revenues in thi 11 teal condition, and to provide 
for thole fi£litious claims, confirtciuly with the fuppoit of an army and a civil 
cllablift^ment, would have been impoihble , thercfoic the Mi miters are film t on 
that head, and reft thcmfelvcs on the authonty ot Loi^ Macaitney, who in a. 
letter to the Couit of Dllcftois, vviittcn m the year lybi, Ipeeulating on what 
might be the rcfult of a wife managcmcni of the countiies alligned by the Nabob 
«f Arcot, rates the revenues as m time of peace, it i,too,000 1 a year, as he 
docs thofc of the king of Taujote (which h id not been alligned) at 450,000! On 
this Lord Macartney giounds his calcuhnons, and on this they ctioofe to ground 
theirs It was on this calculation that the Mimftiy, in dueifl oppofition to the 
rcmonftrances ot the Court of Diieclors, have eimipellcd tint milerablc, enilaved 
tody, to put their hands to an order tor appiopinting the cinnmous luin ot 
480J000I annually, as a fund foi paying to ilieir leLicllious leivants a debt coii- 
tiafted in dchanec of their clcaitft and molt politi/e iiijunHions 
^ht authonty and inforroatioiv of Lord Micarcney is held high on this oc> 
cauoW though ic is totally rcjcfteditv eveiy otliei p? i*ic ihr ot this bufinels. 
I beliCTte I have the honour of being almoll a- old an aecjuimtancc as any Lord 
Macartiicbhas. A conftant and unbiokcn fiieudluip has i'lhlifted between us 
horn a vei\ early period , and I trull, he ihml., tli-t 1 I iflpeft his chara.^(^, 
and in gcne^'j^mire his conduft, I am ore of thole v ho fc 1 no eomii on interrft 
in his reputation**'^et I do not hcfiiatc wholly to d.'allow rlu e leuiation ol i yb 1, 
without any appreluT 5 #.**,itliai 1 lhall appear to difuult his \eta^,'ty 01 his judge¬ 
ment This peace eftimatc of revenue was no’^ gio'indcd on the t dtc of the C irnatic 
as It then, 01 as it had recently ftood. It was aftaternentof toiin..i and better times. 

. There is no doubt, that a period did cxift, when the Liigr jiortion of the Carnatic 
held by the Nabob of Aicot might be tairly r^-puted topietiiietaicvenue to that, or 
to a greater amount But the whole had fo melted a\. ly by the flow and blent 
hoftility of oppreflion and mifmnagcmcni, that the levcnucs, finking with the 
profpeiity of the country, had fallen to about Soo,ooo! a year, even before an 
enemy’s horfc had imprinted lus hoof on the fijil ot the Carnatic I'jom that 
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View, and independently of the dccifivc efiefls of the war which cnAied, Sir Eye 
Cootc conceived that years mufl pals before the country could be rcftorgjjo ?ts 
forrner profpentj and produftion It was that Hate of rcicnut, (naniclv JW’'" 
a£Vual fiatc bcfoic the war) uhich the Direftors have oppoftd to Lord Mawrt- 
nc>’* Ipcculation, They refulc to take the revenues for inoic than Soo,oooi. 
In this they die juftificd by Lord Mdcaitrlty himfclf, who, m a fubfuiuctu letter, 
intoiins the Court, tint lus Iketch is a inattcr of Ipeculation, it fiippoles the 
counny jcdoicd to its ancicrtt prolptiity, and tlic revenue to be in a couife of 
clFcftivc and honed; eolle^hor. If tlicicforc the Mmiftcis have gone wiong, tlic) 
vtre not deceived li} Lord Mat mney , they weic deceived by no man The 
eihm itc of the Diirflois is. ne 'Iv tiie vciy cftimatc fuinilhtd by the light honou¬ 
rable pcntitmin hnn^elt, and pu ilifhed to the world m one of the punted lUpoitj 
of his own CoiTiinittee , but us foon as he obtained his power, he chofe to 
abandon ins iccount Noj^ic of his official conduit cm be defended on the 
ground of liij jiaili imentary information Thu Mr ButKe pioeetded to prose 
by a da nbli account of the Ict'cral cftimatcs laid bcfoie the Coimnittccs, 

The lad: tlimg conddrred by the Board of Control among the debts of the 
Carnatic, was ihi: to the hal'-India Company, which after tnc provifion for the 
cataln, and the coidolidation of 1777, was to divide the refidue of the fund of 
480,000! a >car with the k idf r'^ of 1767 This debt the w'oithy ChairiTl'in, 
who fits oppofirc to me, eoiitenels to be thiee millions ftcrling Lord Macaitncv s 
account of 1781, dues it to be at that peuod i,zoo,oooi The fiift accounr of 
the Couit of Diiedois makes it 900,000! This, like the private debt, being 
without any lolitl e\illcnct, is incapable of any didiuil: limits ’SVliatevti it^ 
amount 01 its validity may be, one thing is clear, it is of tht nature and 
ciuahty t>f a public debt In that light nothing is provided for it, but an cvemual 
luplus to be divided with one clafs of the piivate demands, ifter fatisfying the 
two fiill clafles Never was a more fliameful poftponmg a public demand, which 
hv Jic t talon of the thing, and tlie uniform pi ail ice of alJ n itiuns, iuperfedca 
every priv iIl tiurn 

Thofe vvho giVu tlii> piLfi.rs.ncc to pnvite clums, confidu tlic Company’s 
lawful demand, ills, \ In did tlicy pictend to provide fstr it > On thoe own 
piinciples thev an eondLmntd 

Lilt 1, Sir, who profel. to Ipeik to your underftaridii.g and to youB^onfcicner, 
uid to bruih iw vv fiDin this bufini 1 all falfe coloiu >, all falfe api/llations, is 
Will as fillt fiil". do pofitivel/dt’i) that the Caiiiatic owc^jf<i^^lling to the. 
Compmv , wlntLVd ilic Comp my may be indebted to dii^undont touiitiy 
It o\,e luthino 10 th Com] any, for this plain and fiiffplc ic-ifon.—1 he tcintorv 
thar'cd with the dent u rheir own To fay that then revenues fall Ihojt, and 
owe thdu nionc), i< to 1 ly*!' cy aic m debt to thcmfelvcs, which is only tulking 
npnrenfc . 'I he f lil i , tint by the invafion of an cncinv, ami the ruin of the 
ccninJrr\, the Conip’mv, cither m its own name or in rhe n tmes of the Nabob 
of Areot and Rniih of Panioie, In'" loll forfeveral vears wlnt it might have 
look'cd to illcim irom its o n Lintc If men were allowed *•0 credit them- 

* Mr DnnJis’s Connut^ir, Hrj I p 9, nd ditto, Rep IV f>a whtiL the rev enne of 
1777 fl tsJ only It Ijil —j'lis*^ Ik’t.J a* tilt lescnue, “ fiippoliiij tliL Carnatic to be 

frlv,.s. 
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npon ftidl fn^Deiptel any one might Toon gro\V njch by this mode 6 ( ac« 
coantrag, A Hood comes down upon a man’s eftace, in the Bedford Level, of 
A^iiland pounds a year, and drowns his rents for ten ^ears Tht Chancellor 
VrAld put idiat man into the hands of a truftce, who would gravely make up 
fits books, and for this lofs credit himfclf in his Recount for a debt du.e 4 e him 
of io,oool It IS, however, on this principle the Company makes up its de¬ 
mands on the Carnatic In peace they go the full length, and indeed moie than 
the full length, of what the people can bear for current edablifhmcnts, then they 
are abfurd enough to confolidate all the caiamtties of wai into debts, tometamor- 
phofe the devaftations of the country into demands upon us future produ£i;ion. 
What is this but to avow a refolution utterly to deftroy thair own country, and 
to foicc the people to pay for their fuiferings, to a government which has proved 
unable to prote£l cither the fliarc of the hulbandman or then own ? In every 
lea/e of a i^arm, the mvafiun of an enemy, inftead of forming a demand for 
arrear, is a releafe of rent, nor for that rclearfl is it at all ncceflary to fliow, that 
the mvafton has left nothing to the occupiei of the foil, though m the preftnt 
Cale It would be too eafy to prove that melancholy faff * I therefore applauded 
my right honourable friend, who, when he canvaflTed the Company’s occounts, 
as a preliminary to a bill that ought not to Band on faifehood of any kind, 
fixed his dillcrning eye, and his deciding hand, on thbic debts of the Com¬ 
pany, from the Nabab of Arcot and Rajah of Tau^ore, and at one ilioke ex* 
punged them all, as utterly inccovcrablc, migh^liavc added as utteily un¬ 
founded. 

Oa thefe grounds 1 do not blame the arrangement this day in qucftion, as x 
preference given to the debt of individuls over the Company’s debt In my 
eye it is no more than the preference of a fifclion over a chimera, but I blame 
the preference given to thole fi£iitious private debts, over the {landing defence, 
and the {landing government Iris there the public is robbed It is robbed 
in Its army, it is lobbed in us civil admmiftraiion, it is robbed in its credit 
It is robbed in its mvcilmcnt which forms the commercial ,ccmne£ltoa betv'Cen 
tliSi »‘aiintry and Europe There is the robbe’-v 

But nik principal objcflion lies a good deal deeper That debt to the Com¬ 
pany is tneSi^etext undee which all the othei debts lurk and covei rhernfelvcs. 
That debt foitatis the foul putrid mucus, m which are engendered the whole 
brood of creeping afeandes, all the endlefs involutions, the eteinal knot, .added , 
to a knot of tfioiiT '-^xpugnablc tape-worms which devour the nutriment, and 
eat up the bowels of It is neccifary. Sir, you {hould iccollt£l two 

things Fnft, that the Nabob’s debt to the Company carries no mterefl, la 
the next place you will obferve, that whenever the Conipriry has occalioa 
to borrow, ihe has always commanded whatever Oie thought fit at eight peV cent* 
Carrying in your ramd thefe two fa£ls, attend to the piocels with legard to the 
public and the private debt, and with what little appearance of decency they pUy 

• “ It is certain that the incurCon of a few of Hyder’s hor{i into the Jaghire,,m 17157, 
colt the Company upwards of Pagodas 17,000, in allowances for damages ” Confuha- 
ms, February iitti, 1771 


tions 


^ Proceedings at Madras, 17th February, 17^®, and throughout the corrcfpondence on thia 
fubjcA, particularly Confultauens Oftoher 4th, 176$, and the Creditors* Memocul, a«tU 
JaoAiary, 1770 
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iitto each other's hands a game of otter perdition to the unhappy natives i £ 
fndia The Nabob falls into an arrtar to the Company The prefidcncy preiTe^ 
for payment. The Nabob's anfwcr is, I have no money. Good But thpSre 
are foucars who will fupply you on the mortgage of your territories Th."»i 
fteps forward fome Paul Bcnfieid, and from his grateful companion to *thfr 
Nabob, and his filial rogaid <b the Company, he unlocks the treafures of his 
Virtuous rnduftry , and for a confidcration of tiventy-four or thijty-fix per cent, 
on a mortgage of the territorial revenue, becomes fecunty to the Company for 
the Nabob’s arrtar 

Your worthy Miniftcrs, fupporting what they arc obliged to condemn, have 
thought fit to renew the Cnm[ally’s old order againft contiafting private debts 
in future They btgui b\ rewarding the violation ot the ancient law, and then, 
they gravely rc-tnacf piovifions, of which they have given bounties for the 
breach* This inconfiftcncy has been well expofed * But what will you lay 
to their hiving gone the length of giving politive dircflions for tontrafting the 
debt whicli they pofitively forbid > 

I will explain myfelf. They oidti the Nabob, out of the revenues of the 
Carnatic, to allot 4f>o,ooo pounds a year, as n fund for the debts before us tor 
the pun£l:ual payment of ttiis innuity, they older him to give fouear Iccuutv t 
"When a foucar, that is, a momy deakr, becomes fecunty foi any native pnnct,the 
courfe is,'for the native piince to couatcrleeuic the money dtalei, by making, 
over to him in mortgage a portion of his territory, equal to the Aim annually to 
be paid, with an intcieft: of at leift twenty four per cent The point fit fos 
the Houle to know is, v^ho are thefe loucais, to whom this fecupty on the 
revenues in favoui of the Nabob’s creditors is to be given > The mijoruy of the 
HouA, unaccuftomed to thefe ti mfaftions, will hear with afionilhment that thefe 
foucars aie no other than tbt cieditoie ihtinfelves. The Miiiiftti, not content 
with authorizing theft tranliflionun » mannet and to an extent unhopedfor by 
the rapacious txpi£liTiuns of ufuiy itlclf, loads tlic brokm bickof the Iiidiatk 
revenues, in favour of his worthv frjcnds the fontais, vvith an addinonal twenty- 
four per cent foi bf 11” Itcuruy to thernltlves fot their own claims, foi - 

Icendingto tal t the co’intiy lu moitgagr, to piy to thcmfclvts the fruitf^rTthtir 
own extortions 

The intLi eft to be paid for this ftcurity, accoi ding to the moft mo^ rate ftrain of 
fpucar dtinand, comes to iiS,oooI a\tai, which addedto tht4So,^ool on vvhith 
It IS te accrue, will make the whole charge on account debts on the 

Caimtic itvenuts amount to ^98,000! a year, as mutH'^seven a long peace 
Will tinhle thole revenues to piodute Can any rtflvrfTtltft for a moment on all 
thole claims of debt, which the Minifter exhaufts himfelf in contrivances t® 
augment with new ufurics, Without lifting up his hands and eves m aftonifliment 
of the impudence, both of the claim and the ^adjudication > Services of fome 
kind or other thefe feriants of the Compinv muft have done, fo gieat and 
eminent, thit the Chancellor of the Exthequei cannot think that all they have 
brought home is half enough He halloos after them, Gentlemen, you have 
♦* forgot a 1 atgt packet behind you, in youi huiiy, you have not fufficiently 
** recovered yOutfelves, you ought to luvt, and you fliall have, intcreft upon 

intcreft, upon a prohibited debt that is made up of intercft upon intereii. 

* la Mr Fox's Speech. f The amen Jed Letter, Appendix, No. 6, B 
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Even this is too little. 1 have thought of another chara£lcr for yon, hy 
•* which you may add lomething to yom gains, yoa (hall be ftcurity to yottr^ 
f* feives, a|id htnee will rift a neiv ufury, which fhall efface the memory of 
*Xall the ufuries fuggefted to vou bv your nv\n dull inventions ” 

1 have done auh the aiiangLmcnt relative to the Ciinatic. After this, it 
to little purpofe to obftrvA. on what the Muitfteis have done to Tanjore Your 
Miniftcrs have not oliftived tven form and ceremony m their ■outrageous and 
inlulnng robbtry ot that countrV) whole only crime has been, us caily and 
cofiftaiit adherence to the powii of this, and the luffenng of an uniform pillage 
§n conlequencc of it The debt of the Company from the Kajah of Tanjoitf, 
}S ’uft of the fame fluff svith that of the Nabob of Aieot 

The fubfidy fiom Tanjorc, on the irreir of which this pictendcd debt (if any 
there bw) has accrued to thi Conlpan^, is not, iibi tuat pud by the Nabob of 
Arcot, a Lompcnfarion fot sail countiies obtained, augmented, and preferved for 
him , not the price of pillaged treifanes, ranfacktd houfts, and plundered urn* 
tones —It is a Urge grint, from a fmall kingdom nor obtained by our arms, 
lobbcd, nor piotedfcd by our powci , a grant tor which m equivalent was ever 
given, or pretended to be given The light honourable gentleman, howcrci, 
bears witnefs in his Reports to the punfluality of the payments of this giant of 
bounty, or, if vou pleafh, of fear It amoun’’!i to 160 oool fleiling net annua! 
fubfidy He bears witncfs to a faithcr grant of a tow-n and port, with art ant'* 
Acxed diflriiSf of 30,000 1 a year, furrtndtred to ihu Company fmee the firfl; 
donation He has not borne witntls, but the fa£l is, (he will not deny it) that 
in the midft of war, and duiing the luiii and dcfolatmn of a coufiderablc part 
of his teiiitonis, this Prince made man) vciy laige pivments Notwithftanding 
thde merits and fcivices, the tirft leguhtion of Minidry is to force from him a 
territory of an extent which ihty have n^tr yet thought projicr to dfccrtain, for a 
military peace eftabliflimcnt, the paiticulais of which they have not yet been 
pleafed to fettle. 

The next pirt of their arrangement is with ngard to wMr As conftffedly 
**Ju5 Prince had no ihare in flu nag up any of the former wars, fo all future 
waV are completely out of his power, for he has no troops whatever, and is undef 
a flip^Ttion not fo much as to correfpond with any foiugii flafe, except through ' 
the Company Yet, m cafe the Company's fei vines Ihould be again involved la 
war, or fhbuld think proper agiin to piovokc any enemy, is in times pafl they have 
wantonly oked all India, he is to be fubjtfttd to a new penalty. To w'hat 
penalty >—Why*, 40 no left than the confifeatiou of all his revenues* But thi$ 
IS to end with the vvar, and they are to be faithfully rcturiic 1 > —Oh > no, nothing 
like it The country is to remain under confifeauon until all the cUbt which 
the Company fliall think fit to incur in fuch wn (hill be difeliargtd, that is to 
fay, for cvei His foie comfort is to find his old enemy, the NabQb of Arcot, 
placed in the very fame condition. 

The revenues of that miftrable country were before the invafion of Hydcr, 
reduced to a grofs annual receipt of 36,000 1 1 rom this receipt the fubfidy 

I have juft flated is taken. This again, by payments m advance, b) extorting dc* 
poiits of additional fums to a vaft amount for the benefit of then foucars, and by 

• Mr, Petrie's evidence bcfoic the Srieft CoTimittce, Appendix. 
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«Q enclkY« variety of oth«r extortions, public itaii private, ts with a debt, 

|bc amoant of which I never could afcertain, but which is lar^e tudoubtediy^ 
gpneratmg an ufui y the moft cpinpletely rumpus that probably was ever heAi4 
of , that is forty eight per cent payable nioDthl), with compound mtereft *. A 
buch IS the fiate to whM:h the Company’s ftrvants have reduced that country. 
^ovf come the reformets, leltorers, and comforters of India* What have they 
^one? In addition to all thefe tyrannous cxa6ttoas with all thefe rumous debts in 
their tram, looking to one fide of an agrecineut whilft they wilfully hut their 
leyes to the other, they withdraw from Tauiorc all the benefits of the treaty of 
1762, and they fubjed that nation to a perpecuai tribute of 40,0001 a year to tha 
Nabob of Aicot, a tribute never due, or pretended to be due to him, even when 
he appeared to be fumethnig, a tribute, as things now Hand, not to a real po* 
tcnta.L, but to a lhadovv, a dream, an incubus of oppiejlion After the Com* 
jiapy has accepted 111 fubfidv, in grant of terntoiy, m reniinion of rent, as a 
pompeafation for their o« 11 pro eflion, At lead 200,000 I a yeai, VMthout dif* 
counting a Ihilhng for that icccipt, the Minilleis condemn ihik harrafled nation 
to he ttibutaiy .0 a pcrion who is himfelf, by their own anangement, deprived 
pf the right of war or peace, depi ived of the power of the Iv/oid, forbui to k.eep 
ftp a finglc regiment of foldicis, and is therefoic wholly d iabkd from all pro* 
feftion of the country which is the ob)e/^ of the pretended tribute Tribute 
hangs on the fword. It is an incident inftpariblc from real fosercign power. 
In the pr&fcnt calc to Aippofc its txifttnce, is as abiuid as it is cruel and opprelTive* 
^nd here, Mr Speaker, you hive a char cxcraplifacation of the ufe of thof* 
falfe names, and fallc coloui*, which the gentlemen who have lately taken 
|>offeirion of Jndii choole to lay on for tlie puipolt of difguiling thcr plan of 
opprefiion The Nabob of Areot, and Raiah of Tanjorc, have, in truth and 
|u.bftance, no mor^. than a merely civil authority, held m the moil entiie dc* 
jjendcnce on the Company The Nabob, without militaiy, without federal capa* 
City, is extinguifhtd as a potentate, but then he is car fullv kept ahve as an 
independent and fovereign piwer, for the puipole of lapine and extortion, for 
the purpofe of perpetuating the old mtngues, animofitics, ufmics, and cor» ‘ 
Miptions. ' yA" 

/t was not enough that this mockery of tribute was to be continued ^hhout 
the correfpondent proteftion, 01 any of the ftipulited equivalents, but^Xi yeara 
of an ear, to the amount of 400,000! fierling, is added to all the deles tp the 
Company, and to individuals, m oider to create a new debt, to {if at aU 

poffible to be paid in whole or m part) only by new ufuries, anA’all this for the 
Nabob of Arcot, 01 lather for Mi Renfield, ind the corp 3 *dit the Nabob’s credi* 
and their foucars Ihus tiiefe miferable Indian princes are continued m 
jfbeir hats, for no other puipole than to render them in the firft inftance ob|e£^a 
of eyery fpctics of extortion, and in the lecond, to force them to become, for 
the fake of i inomevary fh^dovv of reduced authority, a ibrt of fubordmapj ty*' 
yaots, the rum and calanncy, not the fathers and cheriAers, of their people 
flat take tins tiibute only as a mere charge (without title, caiuie, or equivalent) 
on this people, what one Hep has' been taken to furnifh gfoiAndi^ for a )uA cal* 
culation and eftmiatc of the proportion of the burden and the Ability * None f 
pot an attempt at it. They do not adapt the burden to the ftxength) but they 
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th# ftrcagtH ©f the bearers by the burden they Then ^v|||l| 

care i$ tg^ea to leave a fund fuSicient to the future reprodu&ion of the reyeavifk 
that are to bear all the£c lagdb ? £vvry one, but tolerably ponveyfiint m IndHMb 
^ieirs, miift know that the e^ifience of this little kingdom d«|>end9 on Mtf ©one 
trol over the river Cavery The bt-ntfits of Heaven to any commuiuty. ougte 
never to be coonefted with political ai rangements, or made to depend pn the |i^!» 
fonal conduft of Princes, in which the niiftake, or crioi, or negle&, or diftrefi* 
pr pglhon of a moment on eithtr fidt., m.v bring famine on millions, end rw)Q an 
innocent nation perhaps for ages The means of the fubfiftense of inank )]|4 
fiiould be as immutable as the laws of natuic, kt piwtr and dominion take whci 
courfe they may.—Obferve what has been done with regard to this imfNHttnl 
concern I he ufe of this river is indeed at Ungth given to the Rajah, and if 
power provided for its enjoyment at hi? own charge, but the means of fufOtdim|^^ 
that charge (and a mighty one it is) aie wholly cut off This ufe of this vyatsr^ 
which ought to have no more conneffion than clouds and rain, and ihnihifle, with 
the politics of the Rajdh, the Nabob, oi the Compinv, is txprtfsly rgotinved aai 
means of enfoi emg demands and ai rvai s of tribute 1 his h ^rnd and unoatuiiit iBv 
ifrument of extortion had been a diftinguiihing feature in the enormities of 
Carnatic poiiiics that loudly cilled for rcloimation. But the food of a whole peov 
pie 1$ by the tcfuimcrs of India conditioned on pavmehc^ from its Prince, at 4 
moment that 1 e is overpov tied with a fwaim of their demands, without regar((L 
to the ability of eithet Piince of People fn fine, by opening an avenue tf 
the irruption of the Nabob of Aicot’s cieditois and foucars, whom every maa 
who did not fall in love with opprelTion oud conuption on an experience pf tjht 
calamities they produced, would have raiftd wall bcroie wall, and mound bfv 
fore mound, to keep from a poilibility if encranee, a more deftruflnc 
than Hyder All is introduced into that kingdom B\ thi> (vrtof chcir armngc* 
menc, m which they eftabhih a debt to the Nibob of Aicot, in eCefl and fuW 
ftance, they deliver ovei Tanjote, bound lund and foot, to Paul BenSeld, tfaft 
old betiayer, mfulter, oppreflor, and fcourve of a countiy, which has for yeuai 
tiecr- an ob)e£t of an uni emitted, but unhappily an uncuual druggie, betwetai 
the bl^nties of providence to renovate, and the wickedncfs of irumkiud tm 
dedroy V 

The right honourable gentleman * talks of his fairnefb in dctertamiog the temi^ 
tonal difpute between the Nabob bf Ariot, and the Ptinct of that counCvyK 
when he fuperfei'd the determination of the Dirc^ois, in whom ihe’iaw ht# 
veded the decifion -ofcontroveriy. He is in this juit as fiebte as h« H ila 
every other part But it rs not ntccflaiy to fay a word in rffutation of ».mf 
part of hts argument The mode of the proceeding fufBcitntlv fpeaks the fptriC 
of It It IS enough to 6x his chara&cr as a )ddge, that he never beaid tho 
Direffots in defence of their adjidication, nor either of the parties in fupport of 
thur rcfpedive claims ft is fudicient for me, that he takes from the Rajah of 
Tan<ore, by this pretended adjudication, or rather from his unhappy Aib]e6fa» 
40,0001 a year of hit and their rcsenue, and leaves upon his and their 
ihoulders all the charges that can be made on the pait of the Nabob, on the pant 
^f hts creditors, and on the patt of the Company, without fo much as hearing 


him 
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right or to abtitrv. Bot what pnncipallj induces me to leare the affair 
<fh« terntortal difputc between the Nabob and the Rajah to another day, is 
tliUf that both the parties being Dripped of their all, it little lignifies und^ 
wSiicfs ih«r nanres the unhappy undone people arc delivered over to the in(.r> 
loucars, rhe allies of that light honourable gentleman, and the Chancellor 
«f tibe Rxebequei. In tliein ends the account of this long dirpufe of the Nabob 
4kf Arcov, aod the Rajah oi Tanioie 

T6« right hoifoviable gentleman is of opinion, that his judgement iitthis cafe 
cto br teofureU by bom. but thole who fLcin to aft as if they wtre paid agents 
I* cat of rhe parties. What dots be think of his Court of Direftors > If they 
•re ptud by eithei cf the by which of them does he think they are 

faW* He knovi t tU»t then dcrilion has been diici^v contrary to his. Shall 2 
Relieve that itdoes not eutet tuio his hciit to conceive, that any jjerfon can ftcadily 
•ttd aftivdy mtcieft himltlf m the proteftion of the injuicd and opprtffed, witli- 
fiot kerng well paid for Itis fci v ct, I have taken notice of th»» foit of difcourle 
itMXUc: days ago, lo far as it m ly he luppofed to rcl?tc to me I then contented my* 
ftjif, as 1 (hall now do, wnh giving it a cold, rhou^h a very direft contradiftion. 
Xhu-s moch I do from reipeft to tiuth. If I did more, n might be fuppofed, 
by my anxiety to cleai m that I hed imbibed the ideas, which for obvious 
yeafoBS, the right honoiiabV gcnti man uilhcs lo hart received conccining all 
•ticmpes to plead the ciuft of the ndivts of Indn, as if it were a difrcputable 
CJ!lRi|doyinent If ne had not foigot, in hrs pietcnt occupation, every principle 
which ongut to have guided him, and I hope did guide him, m his late profeilion, 
be would have knAwn, mat he who takes a fee for pleading the caule of diftrefs 
•gxiii.& power, and manfully performs the duty he has afTumed, receives an 
feiBaoQraDli rccompcnce f«- a virtuous ft met Bur if the right honourable 
^nulcjiMa will have no regiid to faft iii his iniini arions, or to reaDan m his 
1 wilb him at leift to eonbder, that if tilting an eaintft part With 
fegard to the oppicflioio exiiCifeJ in India, ami with legaid to this moll oppref* 
five cafe ofTaijoir »h piituulir, can ground a pi< (umption of intcrefled mo¬ 
tives, he IS nimfelf ti « molt rnerirniry inin I 1 now His conduft indeiKl T* 
ducB, that he is on all occaliono the Danding tcAimony againft hiratel^^^Hc it 
was that firfl rilled to tint c A the strention of the Houle the Rcjv4*is of his 
emn Committee are ample -ind aftecling ujon that lubjeft'*, and as many of 
BS 4^ haie effped his iiufiacie, muft rrmcmbci the very pathetfe pifture he 
tnade of iht lt.fiLMni<, of the 1 anjore copntn, on the day )^cn he moved the 
Oiiwieldy c kIc of hi» Inoiiti rtfoluMons Has he not ftacA) o\tr and over again 
n his Reports, the ill treatment of the Rajah of linjoit, (a branch of the royal 
boafe of the Mahrattas, c eiy injuiy to v horn th«. Mahiatas felt as offered to 
Chemfelvu) as a mam cault of the alienation of that people from the Britilh 
flower > And does he now think, that to bttiay his principles, to contradift hiS 
declarations, and to become himlelf an aftivc inftiument in thofe opptelfions 
,which he had lo tragically lamented, is the way to clear himfelf of having been 
•ftttated by a pecuniary intcfctt, at the tiait when he chofc w appear full of 
tenderatis to thi^t mined nation ^ 

A t 

R<poit I^ Cowmittce of Secrecy, p. 73 and "j., and Appendu ui (undry 
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The right honourable gentleman is fond of parading on the motives 
and on his own — As to hi nlelf, he dt.fpift8 the »mpiUation> of thofc 
pofe that iny thing toiiupt could infiucnci him m tins his unexampled iibcrali^ 
of thi public ticaluie 1 do n t k low that 1 am obliged to fpeak to the motie^ 1 
^ Mini(l''y in the irrangemeits they ha\c made oi the pie'e^od debts of ArOqi( 
and Tanjotc If I piovr ftaud md colluhon wirh to public money Ota 

thofe light honourable gentleman, 1 am not obliged to alTigi tlicir momes, bi-f 
caufe no good motives can be pleaded m favoui of their c rduil—Upoa that 
cafe I ftand, we are at iffpe, ani I defirc tj go to trial 11 ns, I im lure, aa 
DOC loofe railing or mean inlinuation, accoiding to thei low and drgentratii. 
ihion when they make attacks on the meafurcs of the t advcrlints - it »s a regii« 
lar and juiidical courle, and unlcis I chufe it, niihn g can compel me to 
farther 

The perfons in whofe favour all thefe rules have been violated, and the 00a* 
duft of Minifteis towards them, will natunllv c**!! 1 ii yiai coufidotatioa, Mut 
will ferve to leid )OU thiough a f lies and c( inbinatiun of ^a£ls and charadletX, ii| 

I do not mtftake, into the very mmoft rcccTe'- of th « myfttiuus bufutfs, Ytm 
Will then be in polTeilioi of all the mitLiia s on which the pimcipks of iosjUkq 
juiilprudcnce will found, or will re^elthe ptcfumprion of corrupt motives; or 
if fuch mot res are indicated, will point out to you oi what particular cusure tbo « 
corruption is ^ 

Our wondeiful Miniftsr is you all know, formed a new plan, a flta 
recens a>Uo indiBum ort^ a plan foi fuppoitmg the fiecdom of our Gonftitunaa (by 
Court intrigues, and for remo mg its ciuuptions by Indian delinquency. T* 
cany that bold paradoxical defign into execution, fufEcient funds and apt inftra* 
ments became nectltcv You aie peife£tly fenGble thic a Pariianicatary Re* 
form occupies his thoughts day and night, as an t Ifential member in this extraor* 
dinary pro]e£l. In hw inxious rcfearches upon this (ubje^, natural intiitDdry 
as well as lound policv, would dircfl his eyes, and Tittle his ihoice on Raul 
Benficld. Paul Bcnfield is the grind pailnmenury reformer, the lefortner to 
svhom the whole choir of reformers bow, and to whom even the right honourabte 
gomltmin himfeif mull yield the palm for what rejyon in the empire, what 
city whitboiough, what county, what tnbunii in this kingdom, is not full of 
his labours’ Others hive been only ficculitois, he is the grind prafheal re¬ 
former, and whilft the ChanrcUor of the Exchequer pledger in vain the man aa 4 
the miniilbr, to increale the provincial ncmbcis, Mi Bcnfield his aufpiciotifly 
and praflically begun it Leiving fir behind him evin I oid Camelford's ge¬ 
nerous dcfign of bellowing Old Siium on the Bink of £ni,iat d, Mr Bcnfield 
has thrown in the boiough of Critkhdc to rtinfoice the county reprcfentacioiu 
Kot content with this, m oider to ftation a fteady phalanx fo- all future reforms;, 
this publiC'fpirited ufurer, araidil hit chintiblc toils for the iclief of India, did 
not forget the poor rotten mnftitution of his native couatiy. For her, he dtd 
difdain to (loop to the trade of a wholefale upholftetei for this Ho^ufe, to furai^t 
it, not with the faded tapcfliy figu' of antiquated inctit, %ich\s decorate and* 
may reproach fome oihei houfts, but with real, fulid, living pittcms of true 
modern viitue Paul jBenGeld male (reckoning himlclf) no fewer than digbc 
members m ^he laft Farhamcnt what copious ftreanu of pure blood muft he not 
have transfuied into the veins of the picfcnt! JlU 

But what is more ftakin^ than the real fervices of tius ncw*imported patriJ^ 
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k Ifis iaoit&Y Ai foon as he had confeited this Benefit on the Confi'ituttenr he 
atnhdrew him/elf from our applaufe He conceived that the duties of a roembef 
dfrarliaracnt (which with tht eltft faithful, the tiue Itlievcrh, the Ifiam ot 
♦ftrltatncntary reform, aic of little or no tnetu, pcihaps not much btuci iha^ 
^ecious fins) might be as well attended to in India as in England, and the 
^tahs of rtfoimation to Failiamcnr itfelf be far better piovided Mr Benficld 
asats thrrcfoie no (oonei e!e£led than he fet off foi Madras, and defiauded the 
fiitging eytb of Pailiiment Wi have nevei enjoyed in this Houfe, the luxury 
beholding that tninioa of the human laee, and contemplating that sifage» 
which has fn long lefiifted thehappineftt of nations 

For fevtial yeais Benficld appealed as the chief piopiietor, as well as the 
i^bicf agetit, dueclor, and conttollci of this f\fitin of ikbt The worthy Chair* 
mao of the Coinpanv has ftattd the chims of this fingle gentleman on the Nabob 

S t Arcot, at dinounting to i;oo,oool * Pollibl^ at the time of the Chairman’s 
;atc they might base been is high 8oo,oool. had been mentioaed fome time 
bfeforef, but my b&fi infutmatiun goes to fix hi*' fhite no highti than 400,oooI,i 
the feheme of the pr<.fent Mirifiiy, foi addin' to the piincipal iz pci cent. 
ftOta the ttar 1777 to the year 1781, 40o,foj’ , that fintlicft of the Aims 
(Sfyet'mentioned for Mr Binhcld, willfoimac picilof 92,000! at 6 per cent. 
'i'huS, bfcfides the •aricais of thice year , imoinimg to io6,sool (which, as 
fait as receised, may be legally lent out it 12 pci cent ) Benfield has reoeived 
by the miniilerial grant beiuie you, an annuity el 35,520! a year chargett on 
tlk public revenues 

' Our minor of Minifiei s of fiamre, did not ihink this enough for the ftrvices of 
fuch a fiiend Is Benfield—He found thit 1 oid Macaitney, in order to fiighten 
tbfc Cfiutt of Dire£tors from the jiojtct of obliging the Nabob to give loucar 
iecurky for his debt, alTuted the in, that if tlitv fbould take that ficp, Benfield j: 
s/yould infalltblv be the ioucir, and would thertbv become the entire mailer of 
the Carnatic What Lord Micutncy thought iufiiciciu to detei the scry agents 
and partakers with Bcahcld m his inujuitie., wi. the inducement to the two 
right honourable gentlemen to «tder thu\eiy foueai iecuiuy ro be t,ivcn, and 
tor*cal Benfield to the efty of Madras, fiom the Icit oi dCeenf exile into which 
he had been 1 titgated by Loid Matamev. You rauft theicfoit confider Ben* 
field as foueai fecunty for 480,000! a jeir, whieh at 24 pei cent (fuppofing 
him contented with that pioiit) w 11, with the mt'reil of his old debt> produce 
an annual income of i4§,52ol. a yeai ^ 

Hcie is a fptcimen of the new und pure aiiftocraey ci cited by the right ho* 
tfoniable gentleman §, as the fuppotr of the Ctown and Conftitution, againft 
Hie old, corrupt, refraflotv, natural inteieils of this kingdom, and this is the 
ifratldcounteipoife againil ill odioas roi'ition^ of thefe intereilb A Tingle Ben* 
meW outweighs them all —A criminal who long fince ought to have fattened 
t&b region kites with his olfal, is, by His Msicfi’s Minifins, enthroned in the 
llfSvflrAthcnt ofea kingdom, and enfeofied with an citatc, which, ui the 
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catapaiilbn eflkoe* tha fplintdor of all th« nal^lty t>f 4,0 urmg a litttBk 

more into ri«w Uie tvm fecret of this dark traiiikaton, t you 

ticularly to advert to tbo circntnftaaceis xvhifili 1 am going tl^ j^aea Itnolir 
you. 

* The general corps of credirora^'as well as Mr. Benfield himfelf, *n<tf lo<^Ui|; 
well into futaricy, tior pafagmg the Minifter of this day, thought it not estm 
pedient for their common intereft, that fuch a name as his ihould Itand at iStn 
head of their lift. It was therefore agreed among them, that Mr. Benfield IQkIuM 
difappear, by making over his debt to Mefiis. Ta}ior, Majcndie, and Call, aH^ 
fliould in return be fecuied by then bond. 

Such, foi a confidcrahle fpace of time, was the outward form of the loan <it 
1777, in which Mr. Benfield had no fort of concern. At length intelligence ar» 
nved at Madi as, that this debt which had always been renounced by the Cotut 
of Duefbors, was latlier like to become the iUbjedt of fomething more liken 
ctiminal inquiry, than of any patronage or fan^ion from Parliament. Etreury 
fhip brought accounts, one llronger than the other, of the prevalence of thede* 
tcrmihcd caemiLs of the Indian iyftcm The public revenues became an object 
d(.rpeiate to the hopes of Mi BcnBeld, he therefore icfblved to fall upon hi| 
allociatcs, and, in \iolation of that faith vihich fublifts among thofe who have 
abandoned all other, commences a fuit in the Mayor's Court agamft Taj lor, 
Maji^ndic, and Call, foi the bond given to him when he agreed Co difappear foe 
his own beneht as well as that of the common concein. The airignees of hit 
debt, who little expewlcd the ipiingmg of this iiime, even fiom fuch an engmeer 
as Mr. BenBeld, after rccoveiing their firfl alarm, thought it heft to take giound. 
on the real ftate of the ti anfaftion—They divulged the whdle myftery, and wem 
prepaicd to plead, that they had never received from Mi. BenBeld any other 
conhderatiou foi tlie bond than a transfer, in truft for hirafelf of his demand 
on the ^abob of Aicot An univerfal indignation arofe agamft the perfidy of 
Mr Benheld'b piocecding the event of the fuit was looked upon as fo certain, 
thatBenficld was compelled to letreat as precipitately as he had advanced boldly | 
he gave up his bond, and was leinftatcd in his oiiginal demand to wait the for* 
sune of other claimants At that time, and at Madias, this hope was dull in* 
deed, but at home arlocliet icene was prcpaiing 

It w<t long before any public account of this difeovery at Madras had arrived 
m England, that the prefent Minifter, and h»s Board of Control, choi||[ht 
fit to determine on the debt of 1777* The rccoided proceedings at thn timo 
knew nothing of any debt to Benficld — There was his oiH teftittiony, flvero 
was the tefiimonV of the hit, there was the teftimony of the Nabob of Anmt 
agamft it yetfueh was the Minifters’ feeling of the true fecret of this tranfil^)* 
tion, that they thought piupei, in the teeth of all thefe teftimonies, to give him 
liceiitc to icturn to Madras Heic the Mmifters were under fome eiqbarrafl*- 
inent, enofounded between their refolutmn of rewarding the good ferVices of 
Benfipld’s fiiendb and alloctates m England, and the Ibame of fending cbet 
notorious incendiaiy to the court of the Nabob of Arcot, to reflUw Ms inmgnee 
agamft the Bnuili goternmenc, at the time they authonfe his return, they far- 
bid him, under the levercft penalties, from any converfation with the I^afiobof 
Ills mmifters, that is, thev forbid hts communication with the very paribn m 
account of hts dealings with whom they permit hu return to that city. To 
VoL XVlil 4 L bVtrn^ 
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overtop this caistradi£)»oit» there ts not a woVd rejOtriuning btm from the freeft 
intereOurfe with the Kdbob*s fecotid Am, the real author of all that is done m 
theKaboVs name, who, tn conjnnftion with this very BenAeld, has acquired an 
Bbrdhite dominion over that unhappy man , is able to perfuade him to put his 
filature to whatevct paper they pleafe, and often without an) commun^atiort 
of the contents This management was detailed to them at full length b) Herd 
Macartney, and they cannot pretend ignoiance of it 

If the Iccnc on the other hde of the globe which tempts, in\itcs, almod 
compels to tyranny and rapine, be not in/pc£lcd with the eye of a fcierr ird un¬ 
remitting vigiUnce, lhamc aid deftru^ion mull enfue. For one, the word 
(event of this day, though it may dc c 6 if fliall not break or fubdue me — The 
call upon us is authoritative — Let who will ihrink bick 1 fliall be foiind at my 
poft-—Baflied, difcountenmccd, fubdied, diicredited, *]s the cauA. of juflice 
jind humanity is, it will bt only the dtartr to me —Whocier therefore, Ihill 
at any time bring befoie you any thing towards the relief of our diftre(n.d 
fellow-citizens in India, and tow ads a fubiLriion of the preftnt moft corrupt 
and oppreflive fyftem for its government, m me fiall find, a weik 1 am afiiid, 
^ut a &eady, earnefl, and faithful afliftant. 


• Appendix, F. 


As the dt bates on the piocccdmgs of the Iloufc of Commons on the qucftion of 
the Wcftminfler iciutiny greatly depended on the evidence of Franrfis Har¬ 
grave, Efq wc think it ciTcntial to the full undcrflanding of that impoitant 
bufinefs, that oar readers fliould bt m pofldfion of the evidence at laige — 
The following coireft copy of the fame, txtraflcd fioin iht Journals ot 
Parlikment. 

Vide Parliamentary Regifter, Vol. xvn p 89, 

FRANCI5 HARGRAVE, Flq. called in, 

Whethernyou,jvas afltlToi to the High Bail ill * 
t have a£t;ed as aiTclTor 
yor how long ? 

the commencement of the ferutiny the a8th of May, to tlu lith Ja- 
ittary laA. 


A . ^785: 



Difd you attend cdnft^ntly > 

with the exception of feme fcwmftances. 

Before you difcontintied the ofHce, did you or did you notdeclatv pubik'ly in 
« the court youi intention of fo doing > ^ « 

I«declared my intention firft to the High BailifiT; and he b]r my defire an¬ 
nounced It to thofe who attended the fcrutiny. 

On the intention’! being made known, were there, notwithftanding, wilhes 
rxprefied that you (hould continue in an office you had executed in fo very ho> 
nouisblc a mannci ? 

j\t fiift I thought It was the wilh of all parties that 1 fhould continue, and tn' 
ronfcqucncc of that underftai'dmg 1 thought it due to the proceeding that X 
Ihould re-confidcr jihc pra£licability of my continuing to aft as aflefior , but I 
afterwards had rcafon to believe, that my continuance v\as nut wifiicd for by 
inoie than one of the parties, and I thought it would be unbecoming in me to 
wave my bill icfuliitiun unlefs at the dcfiic of both parties 

\Vas not the want of any cxprelfions of fatisfaftion in your conduft on the 
part of one of the candidates and his agents, the principal rcafon that induced yon 
CO rifiife lilt caincft requefi of the other candidate and his agent! to continue m 
the offict at Icafl till the bufincfs of bt Martin’s patiih ihould be completed ? 

Mr Roufe ^nd Mr Mojgan, counfcl for Sir Cecil Wiay, uniformly cxprciTed 
then fatthfaftion in handlomc tetms of iny conduft, bnft a paper was dcliveted 
by the Elcftion Committee foi S r Cecil Wiay, to the High Bailiff, exprefied 
in fuch terms as iutnitd to point at me, and thence I inferred, that it Wat 
the wifii of thofe on whufe pait the paper was deliscicd, that there iliould be a 
nvw afleffor 

Did not Mr 'Roufe, when be cxpiciRd his own*pcifonal confidence and fatls- 
faftion in you, itfulc, when I ting pitlled to it by Mt I'ox’s counftl and agents^ 
to niakt the fame declaration on the behalf of his client and his agents? 

1 undufiood Mr Rouic, tliat he had no inl^iuftions fiom theft for whom 
lie was concerned as counlti, to join in the rcqutft made for my <'oatiDuance on 
the part of Mr ho\ 

Was It exprifftd by Mr Rouft, or any one on the behalf of Sir Cecil Wray, 
that their filcncc on that occafion was owing to then difapproluiion of apian, 
iuppultd to have been propoftd of your attending only one iioui or one hour 
and a half each day » 

] iccollcft that the propofal fpr accommodating me, by listening my attch** 
dincc, wax not approiod of by thepait\ for whom Mi Roufe afted or even 
Mr Roufe himftlf Lut 1 do not rtcolkft at this iiioinon% wlut'in that difap- 
piohation was aifigned as the rcafon for nut juiniug m the rcqucil for niy conci- 
n>iing <ts aiftffor the propofal 1 conjeftaicd, oiigiiinted fiom iny accidmtally 
ufin^ fume words by which I ilatcd, tha’’ at the urmoft for five or fix y^eeks 
iliould not be able to attend above one liour and a lulf or two hours each 4ayf 
but I lemcmbcr adding, that 1 could not think of offLiing my ftryicci in a man* 
nei fo inadequate and impctfeft. 

Jt the two parties joined in the rtqucflr for your continuance, and yd{b h;(4>, 
complied with*ir, was it underftood that the bufincis of the fcrutiny during,youi^ 
continuance was to go on foi no moie than on*- hour and a half or two hoii^ 
e.ifh day— I mean whether this was fo undtrilood on the fpccific day thatyqjj|^wii|J 
^Kiltd to continue by one party, and the u I .r party refuied joining in the rcqoqft J 

4 ^ 1 always 



* t tHi^ |<Mj^*l meiwifi Hl^ ftroueeeduigt dumU ^ 

*»eft dtjtriDf tbc } X To qmiMr&opd it wh«n«,v«r ilie fuhjcit wumettcm* 

•d, the profnfkh it erei, thatih*IBUilif ftoold ikroceed m 

n^atdence, 4*0 M te eetttp'tete the ttfha) time of actendaiice f 
"'^Wai the sfopo&L wrtttHQ; > > 

1 hebeve not originally—but I will not be poUtite. 

Was the High^Batiiff prefetNl at the conTeriatuin to whioh thefc queduona have 
fttludedl 

Certainly—1 remember chat when I nfed the words from whibh, as I fuppofe, 
thf propofal ongtnaud, it was at the clolh of the bufinefs of the day, the High 
Spili$ wat prefent, and To were Mr Foa’s Conafel, or one of them, but at nearly 
aa X <isan TeeoUe£t the CotQifel on the other fide had Uft the room Houcver, 
fonts *be parties wore prefent, particularly Mr Collick ^ 1 remembar ad-> 
dn^ng myfelf to Mr. CoUick particularly | repeated m bis ptefencc more than 
once, that I could not think of offering my fervices m fo imperfdSl and loade- 
^ate a Itianner, as by the attendance of an hour and a half or two hours In> 
deed if was my own private opinion, that Cuch. an attendance would not anfwcr 
the pnrpofes of the fcrutiny m an effefkaal way. 

* l£ you had been prevailed on by the joint re<]ueft of the candidates, to conti- 
mie, whether it was underfiood to he your intention to give only that particular 
attendance 

When Mr. Roufe had given it both as his opinion and a$ the infiru&ion of 
Ilia etienta, that fuch a propofal could not properly be ufiented to on then pans, 
1 jCOttfidered the propofal as wholly at an end, and if I had confcntcd to conti¬ 
nue my attendance, it would have been in the ufual manner and foi the ufual 
timet 

Did ncK you exprefs that to he your intention m the vefiry room on the day 
which has ^en alluded to ? 

J do not rocoIle6l the form of the expreffion I might ufe, but 1 have not an 
idea, that any perfon who heard roe on the day alluded to, could fuppofc, that 
1 meant to give a lefs attendance than 1 had done before, if I had confented t» 
continue affelTor. , 

Who made the propofal of your ftaying but an hour and a half or two hours 
a day infiead of five hours > 

It wa4 made on the part of Mr. Fox, and as I rccolle£l: by one or both of hi& 

Coonfel. • 

Do you recoUeSiVhether Mr. Fox’s Counfel ftated as the reafon for this pro¬ 
pofal that the fcrutiny had gone on fb cxtraordinat) faft when you had attended 
for five hours, that it would be fufiicient that you {hould afterwards attend for 
one hour and a half or two hours» 

^ * 1 really cannot charge my memory with the particular expreffions ufed by the 
' liEhtunfel of Mr. Fox when they addreffedthe propo&l to the High Bailiff, but 1 
, ediM(lot4hFP^f^i making the propofal, they could exprefs themfelves ui the 

XMUiliU' fopipofed by the queftion. 

* Vtiku were the fenttraents contained in the paper you have mentioned, and 
' ihdneed you to think they wiihed you to continue no longer pffeffor to tho 

f Hitt a ci?py ofthe paper, it will heft fpeak for itfelf. 

The 


Th^ fyAl ptptt* j 

Whether Mr. Fox's Counfel tntirelf to then9oei«4jBi$ol<l»^jpra|^ 

, i ilu, or whetlicr thc> did aoc endes'roiir to obvwt^ fomo oh|efihoi|iX db||fn(|d 'tf |||^ 
’ m ncder to make u more Ukely to aniVer the purpofes of aceolaiifl^ 


ncfs > 


The friid papers were then read as follow ^ 

*• At a meetrng of the Committee for condudui^ the fcnitmy on tohaiM^ of 
** Lord Hood and Sir Cecil Wray, affembled at the Cannon Coffee-houle^ ClMk 
'< nog-CroCs. onFnda} the 3iii: of Dec. 1784, 

“ Refolded, f 

** Thar this Committee would deem themfeWes tnexcufs^ble, were they saiji 
*• longer to endure the ijrftem of procrailmenon which haa tg^n, pUice m. €b» 

** preifent Lrutioy for this city. 

** 1 bat Mr Atkinfoo he ordered to inftruft the Counfcl for Lord Hood and 
Sit Ctcil Wiav, to renew on Monday next for the third tiraei the fair and canut ^ 
** did propofil onginaily fuggefted to the High Bathdy on the 4th of Hovemhfr 
laft Namtly, 

*• That two ptrfons be appointed to endeavour to find out the voters tharntro* 
** ob)c£l'e<l to on cuhci fide as not to be found, and to make theur report 
thereof, which propofal has not been acceded to by agents of Mjr. Fox i 
** and alf), to oppofe adjouinments of the feruttny, and glfo to exprefs tn the 
** High Baihfi. the ftrong difapprobation this Committee have to the aftoniihtng^ 

*' propofal made on the a4th infi. viz. 

** 1 hat rhe High Bailiff’s Counfel ihould attend only one, or one hmir 
and d half on each day, and inftead of confcnting to Ihorteaing theft* 

« tendance of each day, to recommend the increafe of the number of hoiH^ of 
daily attendance, in oider to haften the prefent icruuny (and unlefi tllelil|^ 

** Bailiff fhall be willing, to proceed henceforth without Counfel) to infill df 
** Monday next, That the Counfel for the High Bailiff may not be pemHtted tf 
abfent himfelf fipm the Couit during the evidence being examined on any VOnCy 
** during the trial of any qucftion, and alfo to infifl, that ^whenever any vote ^ 

** rcfciscd for judgement that the decifion of fuch vote be not delayed longet’lAiAt, 
the fuceeiding dav on which the Court fiiall meet, and this Commictco Kj^ 
" eoufidcr all ntcerapts which may be made or have been made to proer^iMMCy^ 
the prcf''nt inquiry, as an infult both to tba honouiabie Houfe of Comtnmii,' 
who ordered the fcrutiiiy to be proceeded on with all l|ta£ttcab)o 
'* tnd to the independent Electors of Weftmmfter, wbofe juft rights Have 
** invaded at the late eleflton t 

*' Rcfolved, 

" That a copy of the above rcfolution be Tent to the High (a* 

** morrow. * » , ^ 


** Januaty aS, 17I5. 


« J. P. 


it 

it 

it 
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The Committee for eondnfltng the ele£bon of Lord Hood and $lr 
Wray, tl^ink it their duty in the moft earneff manner to rondw their awfatei 
vours to prevent the procraftination of the ferutmy, and to effe^ thee p«r6^ 
they have agreed no (he following refiduMons, that the Counfel for Lord 


tnd 



Wray propofitions to* 

^drniag io tireW'lff: " 

' ^ 'tliat’ihc nigti BailtlT dd ittfift that the dounfel T>e punftual to the hpur 
** of attendance, and if they do not attend, that the buhnefs of the fcrutiny 
^ fliould propecd Without them* 

' •* Secondly,. 

** That the Counfel do reprefetit to the High Baihff, that confitlenng the long 
connnui^nce of the fcrutiny, little ptogrefi has been made,* ov^mg m a great 
tneafure/a^ this Committee conctivc, to the mode of proceeding hithtito 
^^'Odopted in this inquiry by'tht Counftl foe Mr Fox, therefore this Com- 
*• ii0tte^ libmit to the CDdfideration of the High Bailiff that the following would 
he thre'theft eapeditious mode of proceeding, and would greatly tend to lender 
Cdmplhte juftice foboth parlies viz 

**” '^httt'every point of law and queftion of evidence which may cceur, Ihould 
befubmitted m writing to ihc High Bailiff, or be taken down m writing by 
*f thc^'llisgh Bailiff’s Counful, and that foch points being thus clearly llattd they 
**>fhotild be decided withotit being argued by Counltl on cithci fide, unlcfs the 
♦*, affeffor’to the High Bailiff Ihould particularly tlcfirc the fame fliould bu 
f* agreed to, 

Thirdly, 

M To fubmitto the High Bail.ff, th-’t nuch time might be fared rn the exa- 
>** mipation of witncfTcs, by tht Coui fi.1 being rtfliamcd fiom going into matitis 
** kilUtMnu 

J r ATKINSON. » 

’ f* A Cop\ - 

Wjhat^rarts of that paper made jou think that it w'as not the wi/h of one 
party that yOn Ihould continue the ifltlior to the High Bailiff* 

OnC,p^yhtch Item'* calculated to tlifticfs iTn, was, the leKrcnce to the pro- 
jiofal ior^, my aftommoduion m terms expreffng lo haifuly a dilapprobaiion of 
It. Apt^htr pate, which ieemed pointed at me is, that wh'ch luppofes, that 
the proce^dltties Ihould tnu-ircly flop as often as ilu Counlel at the High Bailiff' 
wa$ trhj^a,|«}'iTJhiad occafioa^lly been indulged w'lili a f loi t abftncc, more efpe- 
lUit^t^l^riireipally, when 1 vias under the neri 'fit) of attending at Guildhall 
aftistCiP^nbiiffidncr of Ba ikrupts. A thud pare of the paper, which fietms mate- 
iKirll) (to'me wa% the claim to have the Hours uf nttendance enlarged, at 
l^e vc>y moment almoft ihat 1 had ntimated that they weie alitady too many to 
epuCiftcut With rny other avocations. One futher pavt qf the paper which 
Iwcrk me A cry much was, the claim upon the ilKilor of the High Bailiff at all 
t» to giwi his opwiioq on every cate, however diffituit o, ho'vevex doubtful, 

g ntng foBowmgtbst on which the cafe and i\ idence were beaul 'i hefe a,e 
rpi.>.piutts of^^c paper, which, aotwitliftanding its being fo long ago fince I 
^jght about It, affe£l(.(l my mind, fo is to convince me, that vvbittcver 
baud feme' expreffions of the Counfel fof bir Cecil Wray and Lpid 
for whom they weieconoerned did wifh fo have a nevv affefforl 
uotwtthftanding that paper, you did not declare, that you would 
iu Ihe dhec to the end of St Martinis partih, iC both parties ihould ]om 
itt fxitieffing liieii ponfidcccc, defirmg that loq would do lu 


I ratficf 





r rartier think I ^ w^ujato ^ i*»e|t 4 onttf' tff «' 

fomc time longer, ifWth pames ilwhjillrc»pri?,f!L an e^fti 
but had they continued in fuchwiJh, it would haw diArcff^ meiN|lwwi^lf«, Mil'll- 
What would have been your motives for contmuuig w yj^ttC 

wilh and inclination * ^ -- v^*- »■?« 

* As t had undertaken the buflnefs, I thought it became me^^to uo„«l^ 
towards the completion of it, though I felt at the fame time, t ban 
conftitution of body nor of mind to coniinuc til> the end of a sroeeedmi^ 
promifed fuch an extreme length When I undertook the bufinefs, frotti UNRnt 
of experience, I hsd entertained an, improper idea concerning the pcobahtft 
of the fcrutiny. . 

Did not you fay in the vtftry that you could not contmue to attt;;^ 
than one houi and a half or t«o hours tt, day for fome time ’ ^ M 

I have already explained the occafion on whith 1 aicidcntilly jn tbctunft 
inftancc made ufe of words to that elFeft. 

Did you aftci wards exprefs the contrary ^ ‘ f ^ 

I cannot lecolleft what particular txpicihons I nvght nfterwjird* ma^ii stfo oj^- 
but t am confident, that upon the vhnle, I fo cxpiK/Ud myfclf, m tomlik,e,ii 
*nttlligiblc to all prefent who heard me, that if J did coofent to Any ott 
ijucft made foi that purpofe, if any fuch fliould be made, it thould be in 
tnannci, and forthcufual hours, as I faid before , 

WhLthcr the rcalons had cealtd which made you think ic would be Imprffe-* 
t'cable for you to attend more than one houi and a half oi two hours b 
fome time? 4 

The leafons continued — but being fo urged to continue, I probably 
at laft have been influenced to try the experiment of continuing for ifo|)pirt*Wci 


longer. 

Can you rccollcfl giving any ground to the parties to believe that ydfu Ikiinl 4 
have been fo induced > ," 

I rccollcft, that when the ChriAmas adjournment took place, I oonfbnted 
take into confide! ation the retjueft for mv continuing as allcflbr, which I tl*S^ 
confidcred as in lubftance coming fiom both parties, thoygh J afterwardsnlt^!^ 
cd my opinion m that refpeft Between the day on which we adjourned SiSl^'^f 
day on which we met again 1 did taxe the requeft into my fenous confidewyl^^' 
and was upon the point of determining to try the experiment of my cobtbtlbB^ 
for a fliort t^mc longer, when I received the paper already alluded to m my 
amination, from the High Bailifi t believe alfo, that ulicn wc did meet 
in the vefliy, I uftd fome exp>-eflions, from which it might be inferred, tfiatl^iBi^ 
then, if I Ihould be convinced that both parties equally wifhed to have me'etm- 
tinue as aflelTor, 1 Ihould be inclined to make great facriflccs fbr |i^ 
pofe ' '' " 

Whether in the bufmefs of this fcrutiny, you have obferved any 
and artiflcial delays for the puipofe of protraAmg, m the condnli pf Mtt 
Coubfcl 01 his agents * ’ ^ 

The qucftion 1$ a delicate one, but /peaking to the heft mv 
obfejrved no other o<mdu& oil the part of the Counfel for Mr. Fox, m 
to delay, than v»hat might be expedied from a proceeding carried o& 
advcoric and hoAilaa fpmt on each Tides 'wnr do I rccolle£l; any thing at 
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isi jtli^jfe ^reift rxam>itaf^»«oiltiibtlte to btitig truth to Sigti; m 
^«iy^ iaBIft '^eftimoiii^ might iwpo&4 uj>un the 

tto4e4 16 oniilSetite, •* kBcfihr to the HsgK Bailrff, to diftin- 

-ofte® 4*^Hnf6 your tmpnxencet ivtih Mr Fo**t Counfel m 
V tfc® plan of the High Baihff» delivered by him m writing, v as of 
weihd to Aidl^ aheher then to aeeelerate the pioeeciKog * 

the j^ighlhutilF Very oomitienddble for his efforts to fpeed the pio* 
ttelpop (AtiiSdctitig freqoehtty the propofal madt by him, 1 doubted 


|invite dotibts about the propofal —" at the fame tiifte I encouraged 
mSOBieoii to atm thing chat mi^ht be offered foi preventing a protraftion of 
,rai^yi|, OmlJk wimviys!^^ that fome other propofal fhould be thought 
and btOtt^Qt ttndtr Oopfideiatipn. * I uas fbrry that none fuch occurred to 
nwj^d* 

WW ^ !four opinian may be the probable duration of the fciutiny if gone 

attempted to make any calcnlation on the fubjefit, nor do I well 
to make one* but fpeaking m a general way, and fuppofing that the 
fhotild continue as flow m its progrefs as it has done, I cannot co i- 
it would be finiihed in lefs than a year* When I mention a year 1 
%etk moderately. 

^j^rou nware that the partlheB of St. Annes and St. Martins make very lit- 
tiiatt one quarter of ^e whole? 

I^imt anfwci the queflion without refoiting to the number of votes in all the 
AWpl^iflbeiB} and! do nut fa£acnciy remember the numbers given, to anlwer 
Wth any piccrfion: but I have a paper in my hand which, i£ the 
,p|ffi^l^lkatlc* Will enable <my gentleman to mftfce the calculation, it was made 
'iDopucy High Baihff about a month ago « 

bSK^hinlttrihitthL difcuflion of the next 300 votes to be difcuffed, may 
take up nearly the fame time as tho^ 300 ahich base been already ex- 
l yniited * ^aad lb on to the end of the ferutiny ’ 

^1, realfon Ipylelf for making a difference betn cen the votes already feru- 
and ‘which remain to ^feruamzed 
^W lyilBr y<w n>tU take upon yourfelf to give it as your decided opinion, that 

adi^tcd, which may confide- 

MBif^ ^ prciiimptootts i» me to affnme fo much— 1 can only 

i iWH p j ff f*moment, it haanot oequcrcd to my iniqd. what effeiotuai mode of 
jPlBiW lil? can Ite long at the pa#t«es litigating ate de* 

IfOf^s each othw contmual and unremimttg tmftihcy. 

thty fliall he fbtij|)ijiwl ii^ tired of the proceedings, 1 apprehend 
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Di 4 you or did you nor ever fuffor ^ueftione of eyidbtn^^ lie f%ti»d 
Counfei, upon 'which^ previous to fueh queftions beiug argued^ yd^ni^d p^ej 
and completely made up your mind * f < 

. 1 eoniidercd myfelf as reprefenttng,the High Ba>]i£y and therd^Oir ae> i| 
degree filling a judicial fituation, and m fuch a (ituation, 1 |||Sti!d I 
ainbecoming for nae to m^ke up my mind till the Counfel on ebcl^ 
h|ard. ^ ^ 

Did you often for many days delay giving your )>udgement on any vefe# f 
1 frequently fufpended giving my opinion for many days} but 1 ddn*l!4roeo|« 
left, that during the whole of ray attendance on the feruuny, there ever waa an 
rear of judgements exceeding eighteen or twenty, and in gcnifral, the ttlYM 
was nsucli fmaller. Nor am £ aware, that any matei lal injury to the peppe^i^ 
arofe fiom the airear of my opinions, the proceeding was not Sopped byit^ 
Had the bufinefs been before an Eledtion Committee, 1 undefftand that accord^ 
to the ufual pra£lice of fuch Committees, votes objeffed to are not ilecided 
till both parties have gone thiough the whole of their cafes But I foTeftw tlp^ 
my underftanding was too feeble to enable me to decide upon many hundred taBNl 
together, andthcrefoie I always m the proceedings made it a rule with mySilE 
CO decide upon the objedtions as w e went on. as nearly as the doubts and 
ties which from the intricacies and length of the evidences and the difHculty of the 
points neetflarily arifing on the evidence I had to contend with would almw« j 
How many cafes nearly did you delay deciding till the laft day of yoUr fU* 
tendance» 

If I had my note book I could fay arcuratelv, but upon memory I tutheui 
think, that on the laft day of my attendance,Vl gave my opinion upon fiveqr mK 
vote*"—I cannot fpeak pofitivcly. 

Whethci eithct party wiihing to delay the fci utiny would not in your o^njliaiii 
certainly have recouric to the expedient of impeaching votes on trivial and 
founded objc£i;|ons > < • v 

I ihould think fuch a conduff veiy natural in thofe who widied Cd eniMIlaw 
rage delay. « ^ 

Whether mflances of votes fo attacked were more numerous on the partof^iljk 
Cecil Wray or Mr. Fox > 

I really never thought of making any calculation of the kmd, mid I hsn^^uK 
w^ys fatd *1 beheve, 1 do not think myfelf juftified in making'any oopjSdi^ndldit 
difference between the aondu£f of the Counfel on either fide with 
lav—1 would add, if 1 did recolleft enough to make anv diffcience, X 
this Houfe would not fix upon me fo perional and invid.ous an office aa luuyil;j[|lti|p 
fuch a difcrimtnation i ^ 

Do you recolleff the number of votes objeffed to an St. Ann’s by Sir Ca^il 
Wray> 

Sir Cecil Wray obje£fed to feventy-one in St Ann’s^ 

How many were badK* 

Twenty-five or twenty-fix* 

How many objpded to on the part of Mr. Fet ’ 

Thirty-two. 

How many of thoft difqualified i 
Twenty-five or twenty-fix. 

Whether on Mr. Fox's having fhora rote thw Sir€«c|l)l^tiSiy. 
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itt St. Anti'fi, the objections to four mote voteo Tvere not vnth^awA without v 
hc-ArlOg by Mr Fox’s Couafcl ? 

When we left St. Ann’s, it was underftood, that Mr. Fonhaddilquahfied one 
tnofe vote than Sir Cecil Wray, but two or three votes depending on the quif* 
flon, ** Wbethih aliens madt denizens by letters patent were difquahhed to 
** vote/* being undetermined, it was uncertain what would be the final refult; 
and X don’t recolltCtwhat effeft the determination had upon thofc votes. 

Whether Mr Fox’s Coanfel did not wave prefiing for attaining any dccifion 
upon thole cafes > 

As nrarly as I can recoiled, it was by mutual agreement of the parties, that 
1 poftponed coming to a detifion on the quellion which aifeded thofe sotcs~— 
l^ttt whethei at laft they weie decided upon at the inftincc of Mr. Fox’s Counlc^ 
«r Sir Cecil Wiay’s, I don t remember. In truth, the queflion appealed tome 
to bco great conftitutional one, and I wtlhcd to have had the point fully argued. 
Atlall the votes depending on that queftiou were difpofcd of by mutual conient. 
Without any opinion from me. 

Whether you lecoikd, that the laft forty votes m St Mnrtm’s objedtd to and 
tried on the part of Sir Cecil Wiay, nine only weic difquplihcd ’ 

1 cannot leroembec enough to anlwtr the queliion ftithcr than by faying, that 
latterly vciy ftw of the objcdions made on the p«it of bir Cecil Wray Aiccetded 
but 1 ha^e a paper m mv hind w inch contains a lifi of all tne votes objeded to and 
heardwhilit I was allcllor, with the determinations. Irom that paper an anfwet 
to the qucftion will appear by counting the numbers 

Whether homthe obltivition on tht equality of the votes (truck ofiThithctto 
by the parties it is not rcafonable to piclume, that if Sir Cecil 'U lay difqualihed 
thiee hundred of Mr Fox's votes in the enluin?» pinlhcs, Mr. Fox may difqui- 
lify an equal number of S« Cecil \Vi ly s Notes > 

I dw npt fee how 1 ean anlwci the quthiun, bccaufe I hare no information on 
the (objtd of the Iciutiny at all idative to the number of votes liable to objec¬ 
tions beyond whw teached me in tUe chat idei of ailedoi 

Whether while vou fufpendtd yout judgement, you confulted with the High 
Bailiff on the fubjed o( the dcciiions you intended to msPe > 

brom the beginning, it was my rule to exonerate the High Bailiff from ill 
rcfponiibijiiry for dccifions on the votes, and tUeiefort I gave my opinion without 
an^ parncipation wuK him beyond that which nccefifaiiiy arofe from our joint 
attendance on the fcutinv. I had befides other reafbns for fb admg, one of 
Which was prifonal to the High Bailiff himfelf, as his impaitiality had been 
called in queflion, and 1 know that ou that account he had no wifh to be 
Vcdnfultcd. 

Whether you thought the High Buhff’s judgement on the poll could be fatif- 
H ^cd by repeating decifions in the forming which he bad nor exeicifed his own 
Bltdei (landing, or you had cominui teued to him the rcafoning on the Aibjedt’ 
|«|huuld have thought, that I hiJ ill difcharged my duty as anfeffor, if 1 had 
'^HOt cxplaiued the trafons of niy opinion, as well to the parties concerned in in- 
tefeefi, as to the Ht/h I.a<liif himfelf and X do not tee how my decifions would 
MYcbeen any guide either to the High BaiUd or to the Counfel, if the leafons 
of any opinions bad been uthhvld 

^td Uia High Bailid ever exprefs to you anjT difference of opuuoii on thefe 
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I do sot recoiled any loftance of bis lb exprt^^ag 
T Did you ever give }udgem«»t or debver it to the Cotiii&l in ^ tbfenee of 
High Bailiff? 

The High Bailiff was very feldoiu abfeiit, and fpeaking to the beff of itvf 
feoolleAion 1 cannot refer lo, nor do I believe ihere was any miiaace of a fortnM 
opinion or rather any opinion given upon any vote m his tbftnce 

Whether you conceive the Coutt ot iciutiny as at prefent cosftituted, comp^ 
tent to produce truth from the witneffes, and to do juftice to the parties’ 

There certainly arc fome dehciencies of power in the High Bailiff, which renw 
der an inquiry befou him verv diiadvantageous. 1 mein to lefer particularly tO 
his want oi powei to adminiftei an oath, and his v.ant of poi\ei to compel ibft 
attendance of witneffes 

Whether Aippofing it to be true that the ferutmy ha^. tailed eight months, that 
the two panihe whcie it In been going on, one of i Iiun is not vet hniilied, do 
not contain moic than one quaiter ot the whole numtiei t f \ jtts gm n, and if it 
be true whit the High Bailift has giien in ctfideiice, that Sir C Wiay intenda 
to ittiek a much j^rtitei n unbtt ot lo'-ts in propoition to the whole numbe** ict 
the panilies oi St M irga ut ind St Jphn’s Wliethet in this Cdfc, you eingive 
the Houfe rcafon to Ik p«, thet tlic friutiny will no; laff at Icail: two }cars and 
probably longer’ 

I really am utiableco form my probable conie£l:ure, tb durrintnt the dutatioa 
of this buhnefs—‘when I mentioned a }eii, 1 intended to (peak., lo as 
that I was incapable to hx iny paiticular time ki its duiaiion 

Whethei, while you was aQe 0 ui, they were unable to compel the attendance 
of pet Tons whufe evidence thev thought to be neccilar) ’ 

1 think, thatvanous cates oecuiitd, in which witneflVs were ffited to hate 
refuted attending to trive evidenec befoie the High B^il d, nd (utainly he had 
no means of compelling then attendance, at leaft none to iriy kiusvledge. 

Whether any deed* oi writings wtic wanting, wlaeh they eould not conUj^el 
the piodu£lion of ’ 

Somcfiiftances of a lefufal to pioduce deeds, I think, occuirtd 
Had you any certain method to force the pioduel on ot^thole deeds’ 

1 was not appriied of iny betides petiuahon 

Whether quetlions had been put to the witncffes which they icfufcd to anrwer P 
Some times witnefles did dtehne anfwcnng quetluns But in general, 
being told by me, that 1 thought the queftion lejcsant, and fucb as eaghc to bff 
anfvvered, they arquiefccd 

Whether it they had not attended to )Qur perfuiiion, }ou had any mean* pf 
^ compelling them to anfwtr ’ 

No other, but that of confidering their evidence as not belonging to the caie, 
and as if it had not been given. 

Do you mean then, when the wirnefs refufed an anfwer you ex^nged what 
tie had before laid i 

I frequently told the witncffes, that i^ they would not anfwer proper queffioaty 
the panics for whom they attended would lole the benetic of the teftiiaony they 
had already given 

Whether while you was affeffor, there occuired any ftrong fulpicion of ]^eyjiNs 
ricationor falfe teftunony given by any witneffcv ’ 
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witluflei wm examtned whtfft I was uffeffart and in Jereral 
i^iftancet there ^vitieetly waa much prevarication amongft them. 

>&re yoif acquainted with any method by which the witneiTe^ may be puniihcdf^ 
Ittf f^Ue teltimony before the Court of fcrutmy > 

What this Houfl may think, fit to do on fuch an occafion, it is not formCTo 
Ihhc’h as to conjeflure But it has not occurred to my mmd, that the lau of the 
l^ntry futnilhcs any other mode of piolecution. 

V Whcthei you olifirved that rht fcrutmy of thepariih of St Martin went on 
KVtth'B&y greatei dilpitch than the fctutiny m bt Anne’s > 

X did not obftrve an> parutular difference 

!Po you hot bditve that owin> to the inadequacy of the Court, inftanccs ha\c 
occured, »n which the pU*-poli.s ot ji fl-ice have been defeated > 

I can eafily believe, and do behest, that man) of the witncfles, being awate 
of the imbecility of the Hi^h Buhflf’s jmildiAion, took libcitus m giving then 
atftimony, which tac) would aot haic dated to have done in a Court, having % 
pohei to aihninifiei m oath 

Whothci tie lame difeft of power n the Returning Offic i, nnd the fane 
di^Bcuh) of rniiiin at the ttuth wtuld not oocur at a poll as at a ferutiuy > 

The deficicnc) »n thr matter ft ms to me to apply equill) in both caks, to 
the poll as well as the fetunnv 

\Vhethtr thu High B..ilili dots not polTtfs the lame power m *785, tint he 
pofiefied in lyeo > 

^ J know no law winch has made any difluencc. 

Whether aruunnym 17S5 is ror is legal, as neceFary, and as juft as in i7i'o> 

' I am pcrftfllv umwarcof the circumftiocc , under which the fcrutiny m i"no 
yi^as g anUd, i do I pitlumc to hum my opinion ot the Itgihtv of that whuh 
has been laulv gunod , hccaule it i. nor a mt.uci, which I confidcr myhlt to be 
p^ader the nrccii t> by duij 01 othtiwilc, to fnmi my opinion upon 

Is tliero not a pofiibiluy m ) out opinion, that the High Baihft may complete his 
fciutitiy and make his ittuin, without lending the member who aiks thi. oucllion, 
01 any of hl» rtlatu ns to Newgate > 

Quaftion withdrawn ' 

'VI hether )ou think, tl at the High Baihflf’s Couit is msefted with power fuf** 
ficient to anftter the purpefes ot its mftitution, viz to vuify the poll' 

1 it?lJv wifli to fubmit to the Houfe, whethci it is ncctffary, I thould give 
my opinion on that queftion. 


.the motion of Lord Beauchamp, for the production of the papers transmitted 
ilffay the 1 rtafurv to the CommiHioncrs of Public Accounts, on the fubjeft of 
Ltjve eatraordinaiies of the Aimy in America, (vide page 544) the nohlt £ ord 
to Ml Robmfon, late Secretary to the Trcalury. And Mr. Robinfon 


* TjptAT he well rtcollefted the circumftanccs alluded to by the noble Lord, 
at the Treafury Board, that the fevtial papers icfeiitd to f>y the 
kdhle Lptd| i^id tranfipitud by Sir Hepry Cimton tq the Treafuty, he was 
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pretty certain were not t>efore the Comraiffiotter* of Ac^ottfttf Wlien they 
their Seventh Report, fqr it they (i hI, they muft have fvcfl tb^C Sli ^eaty <l!^ttttt 
, ton had afted htnilai m tome itlpcfts to whit they lecomracnded to that Re|>orT. 

' That after the Legiilituic thoui^lu pcopcr to diicft the Coinentflioficr# of piibUer' 
Account >, to inquire into tlie rxpendituit of puohc money for i.xt»eofd»lniriU| 
m Noith Amenca, he had convtrlations wi'h Mi. Aiiouiih on that ehijlj 

upon tilt objtft> in thofe cxptndituru which iumtd moft to tall for thfe»r AtteHn’ 
tum, that m luth touvtiiaiion^ the whole of thofc jttountb feemed to bf fc» 
i tatld, It was much doubted, wncthtr the pcifons wtie hcie oi not, who 
ot neccllai) to bt txamintd, oi tint tbt Commiihontii could with tfFeft prooooit 
on them, ind that he tiidt ivourtd to diiw the attention of tlifc Commiil oner* 
tc th< ft of tht Coramiilitut, a* a matter in which the public wtrt gicatly tqtt- 
reltcd, mc^ m winch ihti hid peartd dthritncits 1 ii,hl} ncttffai) to bt t-Iqar^4 
*-~Th It iht C iraniifHoners of Accounts lent by tntu btticUi^ Mr Maiieion^ 
to him, at the Jrtifuiv, .i dnfe for hi’i infpedion of thtir ptcrept, foi p^pcr* 
to gtovnd then pr cttdings, uj on, but that futh picttpt not in his opinion b«ng 
cxttnfiic tiougli, to compiilt ill tht pijcts he thouirht ntcefiiiy to bt btfoio 
tilt Cominilhontis, ht took ’•ht Iibu»-> to ilt^i ir, and nndc the draft of it for 
piptismoit ptncril and coinpitbnifm, whicli would have ciiiird btfoic the 
Coiimiifhutitts the papcis ftittd by tht nobIt Loid Ilosstvei fonit d«i\s» aftee 
the picctpt was biou ht bitk to ha i (conhutd), Ej h« r^tol'tfltd rioftly t9 
pipeii rilitnt to the lUms and txptndituic of inotity, and conlujutotly the pa* 
peis nlirivt to the Lummifhaiiat of pio\iiion.s, and tl c bond inhituted by 
Heniy Clinten, as bated by tht noble loid did not to, and ht tindtrPood af« 
ttiwaids tint the C<i iimffioncis t f Accounts on cot (i ki uir n, th night thcyooul^ 
not piocetd on e> iminilinn into the txptndi‘uit in tl e Cotnmifbai iii, thb iCot£i’< 
aDiTaiics beinp' abroid , and, ilieitfoic, lit fiippoftd what tiny htd flittd in tlteit 
Rtpoi*, irole not from any th jcu^h t\am na'iou but whit iu»d iliuck them cd>* 
iiquely intonlidtiiig the othei In untf . 


# 

*J'hc fo>lo\ irg I an authentic Cop} of Mt Pitts liifii Commcrtnl Bill# 
grounded on tfe Piopobtions rhitn have been fo loafr in diirwliton, and ic 
was lead,a firft Tune m the Houfe of Cominon', on lutfdoy# AugaR 
* 7^5 , 

J Btll for finally re^nluUnp the latercovrfc tfnd C onTe'>fe > efujern G*eai Brit^m. 
and Ireland^ on and tquuahic Pi n<pin^ fot $ht nitnai ienrfit ^ 

both Kingdoms, 

WHEREAS It is hiolily importiit to the g''Kral in*-erilfs nf the Brittik 
empre, that tbt intcrtouiie and cornu tice bctwicn Gitat Uritain and Helandi 
fhould be finally it/alatcd unpermanent and cquitcbl'- piinel|it , fur ..he mtituhj 
benefic of both counttics 

And whereas, fir that purpofe u is expedient, that the trade between th»' Ibw 
countries, as cveli in aitiele, of the growth, produce, or mannfafture of athei 
pf th^m, as m tho'e af foi< i^n cuu' uitc, Ihould bt ei cooragud and exundtd A 
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tit poi!ibf«) attd that r full pRitjcipation of the commercial adv3Qtage« 
which this kingdom nuty derive from any of us foreign fettlementSj colonies, or 
plaotMions, and from excjuiive privileges enjoy^ by the (hips and leamcn 
ehereofy Ihould be flcuied to lieland on. the fame terms as the faid advantages 
arOf Of iltall be, from time to time, cn)oycd by the inhabitints of thiu kingdom 
Be if fuuher declaied by the King’s raoft Excellent Majcft\, b> and with the 
’Odvree and confent of the I^ids Spiritual ind Tempotal, and Commons, in this 
l^efent parliament alTcmblcd, and by the authoiicy of the fame, Fhu it ihall be 
held and adjud^^d to be a fundimintil md dftntial condition of the pielcnt 
ftttlenient, that no prohibition ihall cxill, ui cither ot the kin(>doms of Gieat Bii* 
tarn or Ireland, againft the impoitarton, ufL, or fale of any '■rtide of the ,iowth, 
|>rodlice, 01 manufa£lure of the other of the laid kingdoms, except inch as are 
Iidiretn>aftcr excepted. 

And be it fuithci cnafltd by the authority aforefud, Thu no prohibition Ihill 
cxiil m this kingdom, after the on the impoitation, ufe, ot fale 

'^f any ai tide, the gtowth, produce, or manufaffare of lielind, except fuch as 
BOW txid, agunit the importation of corn, meal, malt, floui, and hilcuit, and 
alfo except fuch qtiahiitd prohib tions uhich are now, or may heieafter be m 
force, as do^ot abfoluteiy prevent the importation of goods or manu£a£furLS, or 
the materials of manufaffuies, Luc only legulate or prcfcribe the tonnage, or 
dimenfions, oi built, or country of the fhips oi vclTels in which the fame may 
be ittipoiteJ, orrpgulitc or prtfenbe the weight, fiue, ot quantity of the article 
to be therein impuited, or the packages in which the lame uiav be contained, or 
ycgolate, or prrfeiibc other cireumftances leiative thereto, and alfo except pro* 
ft btliotis icftiaining the impo'tat on fot file of ammunition, arms, gunpowder, 
and other utenhU of war, unlefs by virtue of his Majelly’s licence , and alfo ex* 
cept fuch p'^oliibitions as may be nectflary for protetiing the copy lights of au¬ 
thors and hookfetkrs, the engr ved property of engravers, rnd of the venders of 
pt.ats and mans, nd dl othet eaclufite lights and privileges, which ate or 
may be formed in thi liogdom, for the encouragement ot new inventions, to 
bodies, corporate or individuals, by afls of Parliament, grants from the ciown, 
orotherwiit. « 

And be u further declared by the authority afoirfaid, that it ihall be held and 
adjudged to be a fundamtrital and rilential condition of .he prefent iettlement, that 
n all cafes in which thete is a djfftrenct between the du^es on articles of the 
gtourh, product, or manufafluie of Great Britain, when impoiteU into Great 
Britain, the dutus on fuch articles fliould be reduced, in the kingdom, whcie 
<1 ey ere higheil, to an amount nor exceeding the duties which were payable in 
the other on the lytb of Ma/ 1782, io that in every cafe in which any article 
was charged with a duty on importation into Ireland of 10 1 . los. per cent, or 
« upwards, on the 17th day of May, 178a, the amount of the laid duties fo reduced 
Jball not be lefs than the faid duty of 101. tos. percent, and that all article t 
i(ffaictiMire now importable duty iiee into either kingdom fiom the othi.r, ihall 
J bemaftac be impoited, duty fiec, into each I ingdom fiom the other refpe^lively: 

; be it dierefore ena^cd bv the authority afortfaid, that u Ihall be lawful to import 
into ^hie kingdom, all goods of the growth, produce, or raanufa£l:uie of Ireland 
Except as herein excepted) ful^.ff to iuch rates md duties as afaieiaid, to be fixed 
Knd afeertsmed in the manner 10 be hcrein>afier dirc£led 

And be it declared by the authority aforelaid, that it ihall be held and adjudged 
to be'a fundamental ami cfiemiai condiuofi of the piefent fettlement, that in all 
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cafes in which the articles of theconfumption of either lcit)g<)oin ihall be cbargeil 
with an intcrnai#dut> bn the manufafture, fuch manufacture, when importedl 
from the other, may be charged witli a fan her duty on the importatiOB, ade^nati^ 
to ccwntcrvail the duty on the manufacture, and that in nil cafes in which tliew^ 
lhall be a duty m either kingdom on the raw material of any manufaCturc^ 
manufacture may, on its importation fiom the other kingdom, be charged with 
a countcrvariiBg duty as may be fnfficient to fubjtCl, the fame to burdens adcq;Uatft 
to thofc to which fuch manufactuic is lubjeCt, in conicquencc of fuch duties oa 
fuch raw materials, in the kingdom into which fuch manufacture may be fo »m* 
ported, and that in all cafes m which a bounty lhall b< givcii, in either kingdom, Oflr 
any articles manufactured tbeicia, which fliall remain on tuch articles wlicnC 
exported to the other, fueli nriick, may be charged with a farther duty, m the 
kingdom into which they lhall be impoitcd, fuHtcienr to countervail fuch bounty 
remaining thereon piuMilcd alwivs, that the duty to b' impofcd upon maoufac*. 
tured fait, imported into my put of Great Bittam in order to countervail tho 
internal duty thereon, Hiall bi rompaud jccording to the rate of the intemat 
duty payable thereon in Fngland 

And be it declared by thi. authoiity aforcfaid, that it lhall be held and adjiudged 
to he a fundamental and eileniial condition of the prefent fettlcment, ihat no nevr 
«r additional duty oi duties diall be hereafter tmpoled, in either kingdom, on the 
importation of any aitiele of the growth, produce, or manutaCluie of the other,, 
except fuch rountirvailing dunes as mav fiom time to time be impofed, at 
herem>bcfore ptovidtd, in cimiequi.nce nf any internal duty on the manufaClurc, 
or of any duty on the law material of which fueh manufoClurc is compoled, or 
of any bounty given on anv goods manafiClured in the other kingdom, and it'* 
maimng on fuch goods when expoited theicfiom, and that fuch countervailing 
duties to be impofed as afoiefaid, lhall couinut lu lung only as the internal con>r 
fumption (hall be charged with the duty or duties on the manufacture or raw 
material which luch duty fo iinpufed iliall base been intended to countervatli) 
or as fuch article fliail retain, on expoitation from the other kingdom, the bounty 
which fuch duty fo impofed Ihdll have been intended to couiftervaii 

And be it declared by the authority afoicfaidjthat it lhall be held and adjudged 
to be a fundamental cifcntiai condition of the preltnt fettlcment, that no new 
prohibition, ornew aOBonal duties, lhall heieaftcr be impoled, in either kingdom^ 
on the exportation of nny article of native growth, pioduci, or manufaClurc, fftnin 
one kingdom to the other, except fuch as either kingdom may deem expedtanit, 
from time to time, upon com, meal, malt, dour, and bilcuit ^ 

Provided always, and it is hereby declaicd by the authority aforefatd, to be 
e fundamental and elTentul condition of the prefent fettlcment, that when any 
'article of the grbwth, produce, or manufaClurc of either kingdom lhall be pro* 
hibited by the laws of the fatd kingdom to be exported to fore»gn countries, the 
fame articles, when exported to the othci kingdom, lhall be prohibited to be re* 
exported from thence to any foreign country. 

And be it declared by the authoiity aforefaul, that it fliall be held and adjudged 
to be a fundamentiil and effential condition of the prefent fettlcment, that no 
bounties whatever Ihouid be paid or payable, in either kingdom, on the exportU'* 
tion of any article to the other, except fuch as relate to corn, malt, meal, flour, 
and bifcuit, and except alfj the bounties at prefent given on heer, and fpiriti 
difiillcd from corn, and fuch as are in the nature of drawbacks or compenfk* 

uow 
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ftn* duties paid be it theicfore unQ^cd by the authorit' aforcfiid, thatAll 
bouiicie’» now pAjablt in Guat IJritam, b\ virtue of anv aft or^ifts ol Paihanient, 
en th» tvoortation of an} nndes to lidand, ihtll cmh. ami detciniinc, and Lh./ 
|iO lant'ei pa’d or pavabk, fiotn and after txttjit the bounties now 

}i 4 }ablL on bect« and diihlltd fiom com, and tACv-iit in\ bounties which 
tclatc to coia, n>L tl, unit, tioui, m d oiicuil, and tx^^pt fucit as ait in the 
nature of dtawbatks, or tompenf tio i tot duties f «d. 

And b( itdtthitd b\ tlic tutho-itj i^oida'd, that it lliall b& held and adjudged 
to he a fundamtntu I and elk 'tn' condition oi thtpriltil kr^ltmuit, that all 
articles oi ilit j^iowth, pioducc, oi m nufafturc of G tut Brit mi oi Iichii 
'fhould bt txpoitibit, from tl t line;dmn into which they lhall bi* imported from 
the otltei, as fite iiom dutie as limil ii cominoditjts of the fame kinT^doni, 
and that ill itnnuiafturcs of cither 1 inr^dom, imported into the other, Ihill Ic 
tntttUd to lucli diawbad s oj 'cente , on c'poitation fiom the kingdom into 
which thivdiall have been lo inijOir cl, as miy Icivc the lime fubjeft to no 
heavier buidcus than tlu hui le made mirufiffuics of fucli 1 in^^dom, and tint 
•when any fuch articles lhall be liabli, m eitiiet l< inc'dom, to -ois I'ut) on bnn^ ex- 
poited fiom tlunec to any fortnm ei untie, tlu lune itielci, i''the} find ln\t hetn 
ilcnparicd from fuch kin^dc m into i't t I ti, f! il'. on cepoitiuon fi m lueli ot’i,^ 
kingdom to any hireijrn countiies, p > tl t Ismt duties is iheyesould haec bcti 
J able to on exportation fioni the i in^d m or then growth, ptoducc, ot rnauu« 
tafta'‘ef to lucli fuieign countiy ui ct t ntucs 

Aivt bt It thcieioie tna6ltd bj tlu iiuhoiity afoiefaid, that ill at ticks of the 
growth, prit'uit, OI iinnufiftoie oi JiLlaiil, in^cited into (ricit rmtun, Hull 
bt enttcltsd to fuch fitctlom or exempu-'n fiom dutv, and to fucli diawlncls, or 
bounties in tin iiatuie of 0 awbick , on cxportiiion lioin Gieit Biuain to luy 
plau or eouutiy wluiLVtr, i miy itnki them fubt^*, oi men expntation, ti 
no hcivici burden th m the lilo iitick , ot the fMowth, piodiut, ni mxn ifi6ture 
oi Great Biitrin, aie oi n ly be fnl url to on expoitatn cl iheiLtioin to the fame 
ioiiiiiius or ]'i ices lefpcftivelv , and th t 11 iiticlcsnt tlu lowtli, produce, oi 
nianufictaiv oi li<^and fb. 11, on Ininp- txpoiti.d n m this kt i^dom to any 
fouipn countis, be fubteft to tlu 1 inic tlu*^ ot dutic o which the) would hate 
been lubjs'•b on beinj txpoited t'lieftlv fiom JiLltnd t> fuch foreii»n couiitiy 
And where is, in oidci to alser nn the duties, bouncie||||Atid chaubick'', which 
mav take pfice isaftnef ml, on the impoi t itiou of the arrielflRf the m«w th,pioduce, 

Ol nianu^afiun ointhti kingdom intithe othci,o onthc expoitmonol theaitieka 
«l the gross th, )itoiluce, oi in">nuiiftutc of eithti kingdom troin tlicncc to the other, 
OJ on the txportition of the aiticUs of the giowih, produce oi ir nutiftuie of 
o«lhti kingdom from the other lo any foreign countries, it ib expedient tnat proper 
|iciltms bt appointed, in cich kingdom, to picput i kheduiooi fchcdules therc- 
^ of, to be laid bctoic the Pirli mt'ts of b >th k uipdom', 'or then coriidciation 
and appiobmon, be ii tnafted by the authorit) ifjrtfiid, that 
fball, and the) are hereby authonful and impoweJ to tncti, confer, and confalt, 
fcoUthiOf xht ioimation of fuch fchedult oi lihcdules as aforclud, oi anv parti¬ 
culars relatise thueto, with any perlou oi ]»eil ms who may bt appointed for the 
likt purpoic bv s iitue of any ?ft of tlu Park mient of Iteia id 

And bo it enafted by the authotitv aioieftid, thit the fud fhall, and they are 
lufobv reeiui’td to lay, witli «11 convenient (peed, iuch lehedult or fehedulcs, 
and tt Ttjsoit e>f thetr pioccedingb relative to the fuinuuuu tiUrteef| before the 
Houfe ui Communx of Great Briiam. 


And 
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And be jt enafted by the anthorwy afprefaid, th(tt the falA 
mid they are hereby attthonfed and impowered to examine upon ftith liny 
^vhacever, who ih'ili be willing to be fb examined, touching any ihattcr 
to the foimation of the (aid fchciules 

And be It furthei cnaflicJ, that the f«d fliall, on or befote tfwi 

taVe ma fubfcribe the following oath before the Chancellor of Hft* Majefty** i®«a' 
cliequci, ot befoie any one of the Biror s of the Comt of Exchequer • ■* 

I do (wear, that, as a Coramiirionci appointed by virtue of Ott 

“ dfi, intitlcd 1 will, to thebeft of my )UdgsmtAtat(A 

** ability, faithfully and impartn’ly ditcluip-c the truft ihoreby rf*» 
** poled in me, without (uoui or aSt^ioti to any pcrlon oi perfftft4 
“ whitciu, 



reJlttiBti 


“ So help me GOD 

And be itdccliicdby the luthouiv -if nifiicl, thit t (lull b held andadjudgcif. 
to be 1 fun laincntal ind Ulenti I condition uf thc}u(tnt IcttlcUtcnt, tliat Alt 1 
niticics, nor th ^lowth, piudm , ui n'nufifluic ut Lii<at ^(iitain oi IroUnd,^ 
icxccptth L of the nowth, pi lu t ii niinufi I iic of any couoiiics beypim 
me Cipt of G H)d IIojc to tin. Sit i^ht of M Indian, dunn ' fuch tune fbp 
tiadc to the fii I tcuiiriii.'T Ihi'l continue > ht ^iriitd on by in cxclulive Com* 
pin\, hl^In^llllltJ i> impoif uita I'lt p )it of Lmdon ouIn ) (hall hr unpoitedl 
imo ticli kin I 11 fi nn the otbet, icci, i cally, uiidti tiu lime icjul tionin, and 
at the fnne iliri ( f lnSjc£t D duti i) to wliicli th'’v w n Id b< liibli when 
I in I oi ted diie il\ 1 cm tlit c ntnti c pi ct fi jin wneiicc the i itiic may tuiyo 
Ijccn impoucd i itc ( t it Hiitain oi Iji 1 rel| 1 ul\, i« tl e c tie may het 
be it therefoK cnui l 1>) tne m*^Iij it u nciiid, th i it ih til and uiiv be law^4i 
to inpoitfiom liclinl into Gieit lli nn in Ihn s m\i lud icou'mg tp l»U'» 
nil goods not the giowtn, pi nluei, oi m niul i£ ui ct ( ell l»r ni ffi Iitlaud# 
^t\tepf thole of rile giiMl, pijduci, or m iiiul ^iiic of the eountiit*) bcyptid 
the Cnpc of Good II >, c to the Suci lit. ot M i i ii, duiui^ 1 leh tiino at 
ci uk (lull continue t) be eitiied >n 1 \ in cveluli Compini !i ving bbiity 
inquitinto tlicpnt of londui o iK ) und i lie lame ic^uluion , md tfe*t 
fill! dutit', to wliuh lueh i >jds would oe lul le when lUii oited dirCvlly 
the riunltxoi place f. on wheiiee the 1 line in iv h ive bee n tnipoi ted into IrclaA^* 
And be It declaied the autlioiity afoiefii I, tint ir iball be bcldand 
to be a fnn lament ih and ellentnl condition of th |i<leiit (cttlcineiit, «hftt ^ 
duties crit,tnillv paid on the iinpurtitiun of faeh good mto either 
(| e hvelv, f dl 1 e fully dm ii b tel , WI hi l tl le t > I e ll iilte I, on the i> 

t c 1 ri lulu 1 fi n GiCurBiimn of nad 1 tc n hi i id , ind foreign 

ill dll Its nl It j 1 w iteis not i ipr>rte 1 iioi tl ( in liu eo o in thUi 
Jndie , 111 eve ir | e duties *:> Dr letlined, h lein illet a diretud, On 4rtirli^ 

* vp irted till linl, h 1 the ji viih, | oduc , oi manuf tt tutc of, CqUHtrlftt 
bevoiid the t i, ( f (j j d Jloj t* to tic jt .i ts e 1 ?J igeil l he It c 

tMfftd b> th J tl urv , lelt f, tinr 11 d j ic i c i i,^iniali/a aid or IccOltd^^ 

the impojti n 11 ' J »i 1 k I jdciui oi mv £ i ds i eu mmilTri not 
j.iowth, pie lut joiinmufa t ic ol fie'in 1, txcep an lel , f .’■ri jn biandy* 
lum, and aU iorts of lltoir vuei not inipntel '-tom th Btiudi calmiui^^TOe 
Well* lud e , and t veept the j le to be r^t n d, <i heiiiii'lfter 
aiticlc ev n d to ir 'a It r- tie lo ♦h. j rodttc , nr minufafkuftfh^ 

*r «• I \ • 1 1 C.i^c of Good Il(»j m ti h ^hts of M«g (b^^ fully 
\Oi.Xvin. 4 iS 
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baeic, ot the ftcurtiiy for the ftthe difdiargCd, on exportMfon tliercof tb 
l[rc.taA^tWirhin years after the itAporcacum thereof into this kingdom. 

Ffoirided always, ahd be it tnaAed by tho authoiity nforelhid, that no furh 
drawback ihall be paid, or fbcurity dilcharged. Until a ccitificatb from the pi opt r 
<bSceT of the revenue lb Ireland, fitting the due entry and hnding of fui*i 
Articles, fhall be fomrnccl and delivered to the proper officci of the poit tioiu 
whence the fame fiiall have been exported, and unikl the kvcitl other piiticuiau 
)$y law reqtrutd m the cafe of drawbacks fhail have been dul) obfened 

Ahd bhertas it is highly and equally import'iiu to the intcicls both of 
Oreat Britain and Fi eland, and cncntial to the db}C£ls of the prefent fcttlcincnt, 
dbiltthe laws for rcguhting tiadc ind na/'ig'ttion, fb fit as ielate, to the kciinn , 
excUihve piiVilegcs to the fbtps pnd mauniri, ®f Great Biitifn and Jithno, 
and the Biitilh colonie-. and phrtations, and fo tir as relates ru the iceuluiii 
and tt^flraining the tiadc ot the Bittifh colonies and pi ntitions, fliould I c tli 
l"AtbC in Gu It Britain and Fiehnd, and that all lueh liw'’ in both k iirj^nia 
foouM impolc the lame reftr unis, ind confer the fune otneht,, on the lubjtct 
df both, svliieh tan only be clTtcrfd by I iws to be ptded in the Pirlnment of boi i 
llingdortis (the Paibamdit oi GieA Biitam being done conijKtcnc to bind th,. 
Iieopie ot Great Britain m iny cafe whatever, and the Pai Ii uneut of Iieland bein^ 
siloiie competent to bind the people of Ticliiid in any cafe whatesci) , thcutori^ 
he It dcblarrd by the authority afoief ik , that it ihall be held and adjudged to be a 
fundamental and cflential condition of the prefent fettlcnienr, tint the liw ti 
regulating tiadc and navipation, fo far as the faid In/s relate ♦o the feci un ex« 
iClufive privileges to the fliips ind maiinets of Great Biitun, liehnd, and tbc 
Britiih colonics ind plantations, nd to the regulating iiid ledi uning the tt ulr 
bfthe BiUifb eolunits ind pimtations, fhill be the fime in Gieat Bi tarn ni 
frehtbd, and thall impoft the lane leftiamts, and confoi the laHit benefits, on the 
fob^efls of both kingdoms 

Add he It therefore dtrhred ind cnafted, by the auU>oti''\ aforef id t. it 1 

S iuvileges, it’\ intu»(«, and in'inuaitus, which aie now gnnt^d, oi Oiul, Iv ii » 
nw to be piled bv Pailiamt t of Great BiitAiu, be hereilt " g inttd, to 
h |»s budt in Gitit Biitin, n lo ihips btloiigitlg to .my of IJis M ijefts s luh- 
j ts tchdin.; in Guit Biitiin, • rto fhips manned by Biitiih leamcn, oi to fkip 
Jtunnt^ b’t ccttam piopoitions of Biitifli feamtn, fhall, to ill intents and puipoh 
whatcvei, be enjoyed in the iane manner, and under the fame icguluion* and 
r< fluxions lefpcftutly, by fhips hu It m Ireland, or by flops belonging to any ot 
Ht 3 Majeftyk fu’ je^'s icf bn, m Ireland, or by flops manned by Iiifli feamci, 
1)1 by flups manned by cei am piopoitions of Iiifh fcamen 

Piosided alwa\s, and be it ncclaicd Uv the authotity aforefaid, that it fhall be 
^*ilbld and adjudged to lei fundamental ind efflntial condition of the piefcnt ler- 
^ l^rtbent, that fiich icpiil nous aic now, or heieaftci fliall be, m force, by 
iMyil pafled, or to be pafTed in tlx Piilinnent of Gieat Britain, for fecuting ex- 
pmilegea,adsaiit3gts, aud immunities as aforefaid, to the fhips and man- 
Cteat Biitam, Iieland, and the Btitifh colonics and plantations, fhait 
b^l^hBihcd in Iieland, for the fame time, and in the fame manner as ifi 
lirkaio, by lu's to be pafled in the Parliament of Irelind, withm 
VuoAtUs, if the Pailiamcnt of Iieland fliall be then fitiinF, or ihall continue to fl*' 
u months next enfuing, without being prorogued or diflolved,, 

ta cafe the Farluinentof Ireland fhall not be then fitting, «ud Biall not con> 

t.auo 
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tinue to fit for months without being jprofogu^ or difiblved, 

within months after the «oniimencie(nent ot the next enfamg 

ParJument * piovidid nevenheUfs, that the law^ lb to be pifiba ift the 
ment of Gjcdt Btitain, tor the purpofc aforelaid, ihallitspole tiivfame'«cftraiaiS|J‘ 
cunfbi thb fame bun-fits, on the fub]ei£);s of Great Britain and freland. 

And be it dcclaicd b) tht aurhsiity afocc&iti, that it ih4l behUd ntui adjudge^ 
to bb a fund utibiital and bilbntial condition of the prcAnt leitlcmenty that Iiiib i#4 
doth fliall bb dcbiubd Britiih }a)l cloth, within die meaning of an aA ol the nine* 
tbcnth jtar of flis Jate MajtAy King Geoige the hecoud, or any other a^ oc 
a£ls of Parliament of this kingdom rclpcfling the fuimflung of ihips with BtidA 
fail cloth, ^all be entitled to c^ual prefertf cc and advantage as Bntiih for 
ulb of the BlItlDt OaV V 

And bb It faithti <kcU'cd 1 / the autboritv aforefud, That it fliall behelii 
and adjudged to be afundimcntil and efictitul condition of the pieftnt iet^e* 
lucnt, that the people of Ireland now, and at all times to come, lhall have the 
lencht of tiadtn 'to and fiom the Bntifh colonics and plantations in the Weil* 
Indies and Amcuci, and to and iiom the Bntiih icttlemcnts on the coaft of 
Atiici, and m the articles of then ginvvth, piuducc, 01 manufa£lure, in aa 
full and ample manne* as the people of this kinudotn, and (hall likewifc have the 
beneht of tiading in the like ample inannei to and fiom ail fuch colonies, fettle* 
incurs, and plartatious which this kiiiigdom miy heiijaftti acqiuic or tftabiifhi 
aid to and from luch Britilii ietrleincnts as niav esiil in the countries be)on 4 
the Cape of Good Hope t> the Streight^ of Magellan, wheiie/er the trade ttith 
chofe countiies lhall ceafe to be cirncd on by an cxoiufivc company having 
libcit) to impoiK mro the port of London onlv 

And be it emfled by the authuntv ifortlaid, That all goods and comitioditi^ 
wlutevci, which may at iny titne be ItgaUv impoitcd from Great Britain tntei 
anv liutifh Colonies or plntitions in the Weft Indies or America, or into airy 
Biitilh fettlcmeiits on tl.e cciit of Africa, ot into any lu(,h colonics, Tettft,* 

II cuts, 01 plantations, which this kingdom may hereafter acquire cm eltablifh, 
or into anj Btiiitli lettJiments which mav txift 111 thi « untMCi beyond tlso 
/„ape of Good Hope to the Sticights ot Magellan, wh ytver the commcicc to 
tlu liid coimtnes ihdl cenle to be earned on by an e, clufivc company, having 
(Iibett^ •■o impoit into the pint of London onl\, may, in like niannti, he ir^* 
^torted into the laid colonies, iettlcmcnts, or piintations, fiom iiei.intk fubjc^ 
only to tlte fame duties juid regulitions as the like goods ihnil be iul>]c£l Co Oil 
iiTipoiution m'^o any of th>. laid icttlepcnts, (x plantations itfpeflillrely 

from Great Pilta » 

Providid always, and be it declaicd by the authoiuy aforefud, that it ^aU, 
be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and clTcntial condition of tlie ^n.ien£ 
fiulcment, that all (uch regulatiops or itftnfitons as ielate to the trade wftlt 
the Britilh colonies or plantations, which iro now, 01 fliall hcrcaitei, be in foifid 
by laws palled by the Parliament of tlvs kingdom, lhall he frpm time tp titn^ 
clUbliflicd in Ireland, by laws to be palled m the Parliament of Irthnd wii(tiua 

months, if the Parliament of it eland ihill be then fitting* 
and (hall continue to fit for months next enfuitlg, Without 

being prorogued or dijlulvrd, or, in cafe the Parliament of Ireland (hall not hof 
then fitting, or (kail not continue to fit for months, without beltl|(; 

^rorpgueil or difloUed, then within months aftet tlie commence* 

4 N a ttaifft 
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^ fluent of the next enfuing fti^ion bf Parliament' provided, neverthele{«, that the 
t laws fit to be part'd m the Farlutncnt of this kingdom, for the purpofes afore« 
faid, jEhall impofe the fame reftraints, and confei the fame benefits, on the fuh* 
M&n of Great Britain and Ireland. 

t Pibvidcd alfo, and be it declared by the authority aforefaid, that it lhall be 
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eflcntial rondition of the prelent fcN 
tiemciit, that all goods uf the growth, produce, or manufa^ure of aiiv Britiib, 
or any foreign colony, in America or in the Weft Indies, or of any of the 
Biltilh or foreign fettlcmcnts on the coall of Afiica, and all peltry, rum, tram 
01), and whale fins, being the growth, product,, nr manufa^urc of tht cnunines 
belonging to the United States of America, or being the produce ofchc filhents 
carried on by the fubjc^s of the fatd United States, lhall, on impoitation into lie 
land, be made fubjeft to the fame duties and rigulatiojis as rhi, like good* Jic, 
or from tune to time ihall be iubjeft to, on importation into Gicat Biitim, or 
if prohibited from being imported into Great Bur tin, lhall in like manner be 
|lrohiiMtcd fiom be'ing impoitcd into Ireland 

Provided dK'a\ 5 , and be it declared, that ram, beint^ of the piodiicc or ma- 
XtUfaflure of the Biitiih plantations in the Wift Indie , n'i> lu iinp(»itibli into 
3 r''land at no higher duties than arc now pivablc thticon , and alio, that ill 
goods exported from Ireland to thi Ijnn'h rolonies mi plintarnnis in tl e Weft 
Indies, or 111 Amenta, or to the Bntifli Attlimcnts on the roaft of AtiiCi, 01 to 
any of the countucs bt)ond the Cipcof Good Hope to tlit Sti tight, or IM.ij^tllan, 
fo long the commcict to the faid rounrrits lhall cuiituiue to 1 e cirritd on by 
au exrlulivc company, hating liberty to impoit into tht port of London only, or 
to ail) ot the BnuJh letrUmcnis in the £aft Judies, whenever fuch commerce ih.ill 
cCc^ft to be ran ltd on by fach exelufive company, lhall, fioin time to tune, be 
made liable to fueh dutic', and be entitled to futh diawbaiks onl\, ind be put 
under fuch regulations as may be netcllai), m older that the lame ina> not be 
•••xported with Itfs dituo 01 inipnntions, than rhe lile gtiods lliall be buidencJ 
With when txporttd fiom Giear Biitain pioiided aluass, tint liutn and jno- 
aihous may continue to bi exported fioni Iieland to aii) Biitilh colon), plaiita- 
tiy» 01 fettUnient, dur^fiec. 

PloVided a'fo, and be 11 farther declared by the authoiity afoiefaid, tint it 
ITiall be lit Id and ad)udged to be a fundamental and eflential condition of the pir> 
fiiir fittlf mini, that no bounties lliall be payable in litland, on the ex|jpiniion of 
an) aiticlr to my Britilh colonics or plantations m Amenca, 01 in the Weft Indies, 
«r to the Bntifli fittlemtnts on the coaft of Afiica, or m the Ball Indies, or on 
tht ex|>orrarK>n of anv 'uticle inipoitcd from the Biirilh colonies or plautjiions 
m Anicfic , 01 in the Welt indie., or from the Biitilh feitlemcms on the coaft 
Sif Afiiia, or m the baft Indies, nr of anv manufa^lure made of fueh aitirlc, 
fliUcls m cafes where a liniilar bountv is payable in Gieat Biitain on exporta- 
I'tipii from thence, or vvhert fuch bounty is merely m thcr* nature of a drawback 
‘Ojf^'COtnpetvfation of and for duties paid, over and above any duties paid m Great 

Abd be It declared bv the authorirv aforefaid, tliat it (halt be held and adjudged 
to be a fundamental and elTeiUiat condition of the prefent fettlemenr, that when 
, any goods of the growth, produce, or manufa£luru of the Bntifti Weft-Jndia 
iftands, or any ocher of the Bntifli eolonics or plantations, ihall be fliippcd fium 
Ire^nd for Great Bpitaii), they ihall be accompanied with fuch original ctrti- 

ficateii 
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ficates of the revcoue officers of the faid colonies^ as IhaH fie required by 
on importation into Great Britain , and that, whan the whole quantity includ* 
efi in one certificate fliall not be IKtpped at any one time, the tfriginal ceftificatCt 
propel ly indorftd as to quantity, lhall be fent witk the firft parcel, and to 
identify the remainder, if Ihipptd within new certificateli 

ftall be granted by the proper officers of the poits in Ireland, extia£led fiom « 
regifter of the orignal documents, Ipccifying the quantities before Ihippcd from 
thence, by v\hat vcfftls, and to what ports be it therefore ena£l:cd by the au¬ 
thority aforcfaid, that when any Ihip or veflel Aall arrive from any port or place 
in I'tland, at any port in this kingdom, laden with any goods the growth, pro¬ 
duce, 01 manufafturc of the Biuilh Wcft-India iflands, pr any other of ttfe 
Britilh colorics or plantations, no Inch goods ffaall be admitted to be imported 
lino thn kingdom, unlefs accompanied with luch ongmal certificates of the 
rtvenue offictrs in the faid colonies, as ffiall be required by law on importatioa 
into G|cat Biitaii) from the laid colonies or plantations rcfpeftiVLly, -under Jiicb 
regulations, ieftrJ‘-^»ons, penalties, and forfeitures, as the like goods aic rub)e£l to ^ 
on iiupoitation intoGicat Britain from the faid colonics and plantations rcfpfic- 
fntlv, oi unltfs, when the hole quantity included m one certificate lhall not 
bt Ihippcd at any one time, the original ccttificatt, properly indoiicd as to quantity, 
fiiall have been lent with the firft parcel, and the remainder ffialfhavt been Ihipptd 
within and lhall be accompanied uithhcw ctrtificatts granted 

by tht piopcr officer^ of the ports m Ireland, ixtra£led from a legifttr of the 
original documents, fpccifyuig lUc quantities before Ihipptd from thence, by what 
sclTtl, and to what port. 

And be It declared by the authority aforcfaid, to be a fundaipcntil and clibnttal 
condition of the preftnt Icttlemcnt, that lo lung as the commerce to the countries 
ht vond the Cape of Good Hope to the Strcights of Magellan, lhall continufe 
to bt canted on by an exclufivc company having libcity to import into the 
port ol London only, all lliips freighted by tht faid company, and which IbiU 
havt cleirtd out from the poit of London for any of the laid countiic-., ffiall be 
at liberty to touch at any of the ports of lr(-Ian(i| and to take on board then any 
goods which they might take on board m Great Britain, any aft or aft^ to the ^ 
contiaiy notwithftanding, and that any goods of the growth, pioduce, or ma- ^ 
nufafturt of Ireland, exported by tht Eaft-lndia Company to any of the^ faid 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, lhall be corifideud as Britifli goods, 
within the meaning of any obligation which may at any time cxift upon the 
faid Company, to lend out to thole countries certain quriiitiiiLS of the goods of 
the growth, pioduce, or manufafture of Gicat Britain, and that no Ihips ffiall 
bt allow'cd to clear out from any port in Ireland, lor any of the faid coimufc*’, 
except fuch as lhall be freighted by rhe faid Company, and fliall have faded fram. 
the port of London, and except luch foreign Ihips as might, by any law now, 
or liercaftcr to bt in force, clcai out for foreign Ictclemcuts in the (aid couptiics, 
from Great Britain, which Ihips lhall be allowed to dear out from Iiclaiid in tbh' f 
Itunc manner as fioip Great Britain, and that whenever the commerce to the' 
find countries lhall ccafe to be carried on by an exclufivc Company havtngf'' ’ 
liberty to import into tht poit of London only, the growth, produce, or maim* ^ 
fadfurc of the faitl countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, to the Streighta , ’ 
of Magellan, fiiall he importable into Ireland fiom the Buti-Ti or foreign fet-* * 
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tlemcnts H) the Eaft I«die«* fubj^fit to th« fame dutien and rcgulaflops as th# 
hkt goods ihall from tim« to bp fubjeft to on )mport,itioii mto Qreap 
Btritau)) and if prohibited to be imported into Great Britain, fliall m likcjnann^T 
be prohibKed from being imported into Ireland. 

And be it declared by the authority aforefaid, that it fiia*! bp held and adjudged 
TO be a fundamental end cflential condition of the prefent fettlcrapm, that to long 
a» the the pommerce lo countno beyond the Cape of Good Hope to-the $treigh<s of 
Magellan, ihail be carried on folely by an exclufiyc company having liberty 
jmport into the port of Londor only, no goods of the growth, produce, or ma- 
’iwifafturc of tlit faid countries, fhall be allowed toW imported ijito Ireland, but 
through Gieat Briu.n, except d,c Ilufls, diugs, cotton, or other wool, and 
ipiccries, and fuch other aitit.-k as are, or heicafter may be imponable into 
(Great Britain fioin foieigu Fuioptan ccuntr.es, which articles may b» imported 
into Ireland from Europca.i countnes, lo long as the fame arc importab’e fiom 
fo.eign huropean cotmtuts n.to Gieat Bntam, and that it fliall be lawful to 
"^export any goods of the growth, produce, or mauufafture of any of the faid 
countries Irom Great Bnrai'i to Iithnd, and that fuch duties as may now by 
daw be lUaiued thereon on <uch exportation (hall continue to be lb retained, but 
»that an accounr Ihall be kept thereof, and that the amount thereof lUall be re¬ 
mitted by Abe Receiver General of His Majcftj’s Culloms in Great Britain, to 
•the proper ojEcer of His Majelly’s revenue in Ireland, to be placed to the accouivt 
of His Majdly’s lereuue there, lubjed to the diipqfil of the Failument of that 
Jungdom. 

And he Jt declared by the authoiity afoicfaid, diat rt Unll oc held and adjudged 
to lie a fundatnental aiid edential condition ot the preient fettlcmcnt, that lU 
^ouds and commodities whatcvci, which ftiall hereafter be impoited into thu 
kingdom fiom Ireland, or into Ireland from Great Britain, Hiould be put, by 
Jaws to be paiTcd in the Parliaments of the two kingdoms, under the iamc legu- 
iatioAS, with rclpcd to bonds, cockets, and other mltruincnts, to \/hich the like 
goods arc fubjed m palling fiom one port of this kingdom to another be it 
therefore enaded by the authority aforelatd, that all goods which Ihall he ilnp- 
xpedorputon boaidSn any port, creak, or member of any port, in this king¬ 
dom, tt> be carried to any port or place m the kingdom of Ireland, Ihall be ac¬ 
companied with the like fuffcrance and cucket, and fubjed to the like bond 
and lecunty, as arc resj^giied by ^tiy law m Great Bntam for the like gout’s 
,paling from one poit iii Great Bntam to another, and that no gdods biought 
iAoin any poit or place in the kingdom of Ireland EaU be permitted to be iin- 
poittd into any port, creek, oi member of any port in this kingdom without a 
iulTcrancc and eocket figned by the proper officer or officeis of tt'e revenue m 
Ireland, nor lliall be lauded m this kingdom until the fuffcrance and cocket ihall 
tiavc been produced to the proper oEcer of the Culloms here, and a fufferance 
granted for landing the fame, until the like lehriflions, regulations, penalties^ 
{»ftd foifeiturev, to which goods earned fiom one port of Great BiMin to another 
atre liable. 

And be It declared by the authority aforcEid, that it Eall be held and adjudged 
^ be a fundamental md effential condition of the picient fcttlement, that the 
inliabitants of both kingdoms Eall have an equal right to cairy on fiEents on 
j^virv pdrt ut the coaftii of the Uritifii dominions be it thcicforc enafled by the 
authont} uforefatd, mat the fubici^ls of HisMajeit), refiding m Ireland, EaK 

have 
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}ia\e equal piivilcgcs and advanttkges with Ht$ Tubieuls reiiding ita? 

I cat Britain, in fiihing on the coait^ of Gicat Britain, and the territories be* 
longing thertto 

And be it declared by the authoiity aforcfaid, that itlhall be held and adiudged 
to be a fundatntnial a'ici eflcntial condition ot the prcicut fcnkmcnt, tliat the Jin- 
por*anon nf -iitic'c!* fiom foici‘;n coutitiits. Ih ill bt legulutd f oi^imc to time, la 
each kingdom, on fuch teims as niai ctkfludlh f ivoui the impoWarion of fimiilai: 
ariirlt* of the gjowth, ptodiuc, m inanuf.i£l;uic of the other, except in the 
cafe of mntcriab ot manufifluic wlnth «ic, or hcieattei nuiy be, allowed to bw 
imported fiom foicign countnt dutvlicc 

And be It dtchred and cn iftcd b\ the authoiitv afuicfud, that this aft, and 
c’(.r\ p rtrlRicof, fhall comiiiiULC and be in toict on the piovidedi 

tl It btfoic tin latil an aft Ihill bait been p flld in tlu Pailianitnft 

ot Irfldiul, '»uich fiall app'opiiate uli itcicr fum the j ufs picducc of the heir- 
dn IS rcituic fti 11 amount to, deduftinj all di tub mis, n-pa)mcnts, ai dja 
bountub 111 'he ii me of di iwl iiks, » voi md abo\c tl >, lum ol 6 ;(>,ooo I m 
cith sell, t< udb tlu luppoit of tile n. V il foitc «if tlu. cmpiu, ti\ be applictt 
in (util nun jet a. ihc Puhaincnt o< t'lit hn don flull diitft in tin. faid aft, 
and M hull Ihillallt pi'^sidc, that it lliill be liftd in I iJjiid^cd lo be afunda- 
nuiital.nd t^kmi u coat’non of the pu lent ktilcnucnt, tL l the d ic collcftioii. 
id the dutic toirpohn.. rj c laid Iicudituj icvenuc, lhalt be at all nines etfec- 
*1 all) fecuicd, *ind punided that btfori, the laid an aft or 

fhall hi*e bitn pill 0 m rht P iliaMtnt of Iidind, fni cpining into i flTet'f, ore 
rV paic cf tl t tlu jielent lettlemen’, and . II mit’ui , pioMl«>nt, and 

le^ulaticns hciein dieiued te oe tine imental and ifleii'ial coodirions theteof^ 
inJ provided fllu», that befote the lai 1 an aft (lull hive bcem 

pifled 111 the lai'irtnitri tf Cjiiat Bi tain, dcchnng 1 eh ’ft ot ails of tho 
Pailurunt of lie id to ec’'’i n latisfaftory prosiln as for cm mig into efieft 
'h pit 1 'ru fat’emcat, ' 

And l-e It 1 o ekclatcd, th t tl c continuance of tl k. prefent fert’ement, aiidr 
t’ V d t non of this aft, md of tstiy thing htiei i contiiued, ftiall depend on ih« 
d' e obleis’-awt, in the kingdom of Irelmd, of the fevcial initici* herein declared* 
to be fuidaTi 'ml nnd dTential condittoirs of the fad ftnlemem, accordingtO' 
thv tri s 1 rent ncini ig, an 1 fp nt thereof. 

Provided ne\ertl dels, that oil the f.id fundaraen»^al and cfTcntial condition* 
Piall, u« dl times, be held a~d deejned to be, and to h vc been duly obferved im 
the kingdom of Iicland, unlef, it fhili hive been expiefslv dccluecl, by an aftr 
cf the P*’‘.-aintr/ ot thz* k rgdern, il it the famv h i - not been djl) ob&rved. 
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oti tlietn; A»d V»s to hear't^a*^!- 

Lord hy, that th^>0r^gil^ that had heeir fedt 

over fmHi the of Irt^aind, bad been Teje(5^ed. 

Tlie faiii was diretSlIf the reverfe. The original propoiitions 
had not been reje^ed, but had been y4)ted in tbh ihape of 
refolutions, that bad been modiHedatid amended, as the wif- 
donv of the two Houfes ot the Parliament of Great Entain, 
had thought the fafety of tbetr revenue, and tire prefervation 
of their tnanufaiSlures required; and the Houfe was as that 
moment m the adt of preparing to lend thofe refolutions to 
Ireland, in order to fubinit them, fo amended, to the Parlia¬ 
ment of that kingdom. The noble Lord alfo had denied, 


that any proof had been given of there being any neceffity 
of coming to a fyitein ot commercial arrangement with 
Ireland, and had contented, that no fuch neceflity exifled. 
In anfwei to this, he ihould think it fufficient to lefer the 
noble Lord to the flate of the two countries, as an ample 
proof of tlie n^eflity, had he no better authority to adveit 
to, but he was furnifhed wnh the befl authority, the au¬ 
thority of that HouCe, and here, he faid, he mull again reft*i 
to the reloluation of May ly, 1782, wherein it was declared, 
“ That It was indifpenlable to the intereli; and happinefs of 
both kingdoms, that the conne£lion between them fhouUl 
“ he eftablilhed by mutual coiifent, upon a folud and per- 
“ manent looting ” He was aware that the light honoui able 
gentleman Oppoiite to him had allerted, that the refolution 
had no reference to a commercial arrangement, and that it 
related merely to a political one. He never, he declared, 
attended to hear what was laid in another place, but he had 
read in a nfews-paper, that a great authority, who had fat 
in tl c Cabinet when that refolution had been moved, had 
declared it did mean a commercial arrangement. For his 
pait, he could not think it polTible for thofe who framed 
the refolution, to ha\e had any arrangement in tbeir com- 
le'nplation, hut a commercial one,, and if it did not meaji 
that, he wifhed the authors of it would l»ave been fo good as 
TO have declared what it did mean. Exclufive of that reloln- 


tion, how ever, the Parliament ot Ireland had called for fuch 
an arrangement more than once, and had impofed protefling 
duties as ftated in the diiSerent inflances of wire, beer, and 
refined lugars^ mentioiied m the Report of the Committee of 
Privy Council, m regard to every one of which the nobl« Lord’s 
argument had been totally ill founded, and his dedu^lions 
ha^ confoquently been erroneot|p and falfe. Mr Jenkinfon 
here Aatud what the real cafe was m r^ard to beer, to wire,^ 
• - 9nd 
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Fridt^y January 25 , 1785 , 

T his being the day appointed for opening the fecond 
feffion of the ParJiament, their Lordfhips met, and 
His Majefty came down in ftate to the Houfe, and opened 
the feffion-with a moft gracious fpeech from the throne, 
which our readers will find in voh 17. p, i. 

When His Majefty and the Commons had withdrawn, the 
new Marqiffes of Buckingham and Landldown took their 
feats 

About half paft four the Lord Chancellor read the King’s . 
fpeech • upon which 

The Duke of Hamilton and Brandon rofe to move an ad- Duke of 
drefs of thanks. His Grace faid, that he rofe in the fenfe of HamUtoa 
the duty which he owed to His Majefty, to exprefs his feel- 
ing and gratitude on a fpeech fo gracioufly conceived, and 
fo indicative of His MajefW’s zeal and love for his people. 

He was forry that a duty fo honourable was not to be dif- 
charged by an abler perfon, but he trufted m the g^direfs of 
their Lordlhips, that they would indulge him for a minute, 
while he declared how inu^ be approved of the fpeedi which 
VoL. XVIII. J they 
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tht y ha'l heiird. The fettlement of the comnatercial conec- 
tion between this country an<i Ireland, was an obje<£t of fuch 
Jci lous concern, that he knew their Lordflitps wotrld agree 
with hun 10 thinking, that it could not be mote zealoully re¬ 
commended from the Crown, than it would be chearfully 
t I'^eii up by the Houfe. It mull be highly pleafing to their 
f^'nllhips, IS well as creditable to His Majefty*s Miniflers, 
tint at a lime when alarms were given of conteAs on the 
t DiiMiient, we had fo borne ourfelves as to receive pacific 
^Ouunces from all the neighbouring pow ers The fuppref- 
lion ot fmuggling wai in ohjedf tlic moft defirahle, and the 
u for ms fuggelled by the Commiflioners of Public Accounts, 
v\hoie labours did them fo much honour, were produiSlive of 

I irfi obvious benefit, that he was fenfiblc their Lordlhips 
would be happy to give His Majefty aflurances of their readi- 

II Is to fecond Ins gracious ideas m that relpedf. On the 
w hole of the Ipeech he was convinced there needed no argu- 
in''nt to uiduce their Loidfhips to agree with him in the 
piopiu-ty of an addreis of thinks. He, therefoie, Aiould 
content Imnfelf with moving that an acldrefs be piefented to 
11,s Majefty, m the ufual teims of acknowledgment and af- 
lui nice of their rcadinefs to fulfil His Majefty’s vvifties as de- 
cluod in the Ipeech 

Lord Waifin^htim faid, that in feconding the motion of the 
noble Duke, he fhoulJ prefume only to trouble their Lord- 
ftup'. VMih a few lentences, m addition to what his Grace had 
ill torcibl) and fully recommended to their notice. The to¬ 
pics lield out to the attention ol Parliament, in His Majefty’s 
moll gracious fpecch, weie fo worthy of their moft iertous 
ugTui, and were in themfcKea fo important, that he was 
conlcious there needed not the weighty influence of His Ma- 
ji fty’s recommendation, to mduce their Lord/hips to take 
them into their view. The full and final aqipomplifhment of 
a liberal fyftem of commercial conneiSlion between the two 
kingdoms of I,ngland and Ireland, wms a thing which every 
good man of both countries muft be anxious to behold. Then 
J.o’'dChips would, no doubt, he moft ready to give His Ma- 
lefty afliirances that they would co-operate WMth His Majefty 
in his patiiotic vievss on this fuhjcft , and that, from their 
tarnoft efibits on this Ik ad, they might hope to fee a fyftem 
lor,net! ft) broad and hheial, fo hetoming the enlarged fen- 
litncnts of an intelligent people, and tnmed on fuch princi¬ 
ples of juftice and wifdoin, as might at once he heneflcial to 
the two countries lefpedlively, and conducive to the general 
iuterefts q|^ the united empiie. 

The condufl of His Majefty’s Mmifters, m fo wifely and 
advantageoufly prefervitig us from all (hare m the differences 
whleh >|>peared on the Continent, was highly deferving the 

# thanks 
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thanks of that Houie. Relieved fo lately from a war which 
had coll us fo much, and panting for rcpofe, their determinetl 
neutrality had been dictated by the bell policy , for, by thele 
means we Ihould have leifure and opportunity to review our 
circumfiances, which, he thanked heaven, were yet piofpe- 
rous, and to improve them by thofe means of internal regu¬ 
lation, that he aveired we had m our power, and by winch 
we Ihould be enabled to alFcrt our Hation among the king¬ 
doms of Europe. Xhe reforms of office, and the various le- 
gulations fuggelled by the Commiffioners of Public Account:*, 
were certainly inoU deferving of their EortUhips’ regnrd, and 
they would therefore, he was perfuaded, inoA cheartully con¬ 
cur with His Majefty in that objeiSt. 

In regard to the fuppieffion of fniugghng, he believed 
theie was but one fentiment. It was an evil of fo ruinous a 
nature, that their Lordfliips muft be happy to hear that the 
mealures of lall ieffioii had been prodinSiivL of good It 
would be their objedl to perffivere in their endeavouis to fullil 
the work they had begun, and totally to lupj^irefs the evil. 
It would be unneceflary for him to enlarge on ilie injune*. 
which the unrehrained pra6lice of fmuggling brought on a 
commercial country ; m the deflrudlion of the morals, in the 
alienation of the minds of the citizen*;, in the dehauchei les 
which It occafioned, as well as in the lofs of revenue, and the 
confequent increafe of burdens which it brought on the fair 
trader and indnftrious artizan Xhe number of people en¬ 
gaged m contraband trade, before the fateadls, would aftoniih 
luch Lords as might not have tuined their eyes to the fub- 
je6l- It would furpnfe them to hear that it coft the nation 
ixo lefs than 200,oool a year for the efforts which they made 
to watch and prevent the commiffion of their frauds ; and 
they woujd be liappy to hear that the meafuies taken lately 
by Parliament, had been fo fiiccefsful, that in the Inft year 
tliere had been an increafe in the Culloms of 400,000! and 
m the Excife of a million. This was not ^11 ; thefe advan¬ 
tages had not been accompanied by the ^cvils which weie 
forefeen. Apprehenfions had been entertained, tint when 
the adventurous body of men, engaged m the fmuggling 
trade, were prevented from the farthei pradlxce of then fraiuK, 
they would emigrate, that they would carry with them tluir 
capital, and enterpnfe to foreign pountnes. *^1 his, however, 
had noteiilued , for he was happy to'lind, that by the libeiat 
and prudent a£l of oblivion which had been paffed, thefe men 
had not been induced to abandon their country, but wer^ 
daily linking out new and legal paths, and that numbers of 
them were at this time folicitous of being engaged in a traiie 
highly beneficial to the country—the Newfoundland fifliery. 
The noble Lord find there was much to be clone yet for the 
* ^2 entir* 
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entixe fuppreiEon of contraband dealing; and he was per^ 
faaded that the farther wifdom and abthty of Parliament em¬ 
ployed on this point, would give an acceffion of vigour to the 
flate, beyond the warmeil imaginations of men* He con¬ 
cluded with faying, that the Speech, having thus, in all Its 
points, his entire concurrence, he with plealure had rifen to 
iecond the noble Duke in his motion for an addrefs* 

The Lord Chaticellor then put the^ueftioti, and the Addiefs 
was agreed to nemtne dijpntiente. 

It was afterwards prepared, and approved of by the Houle. 

Jf^ednefday^ January 26. 

The Houle went up to St James’s, and prefented the follow¬ 
ing humble Addrefs of the Right Honourable the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament allembled. 

JOte Afarfis^ 25° Januarit^ *785- 

** Moft Oracious Sovereign, 

W^e, your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
** Lords Spiritual and 7 'einporal, in Parliament aftembled, 
beg leave to return your Alajefty our humble thanks for 
** yourMajefly’s moft gracious fpeech from the throne 

“ Permit us to exprefs to your Majefty our moft grateful 
“ fenfe of your Majefty’s regard for our private convenience, 
** In not commanding from us an earlier attendance in Par- 
“ liament 

Your Majefty may rely on our faithful and diligent exer- 
** tions in every part of our duty , and truly fenfible of the 
** importhnce of the ohje£l, we beg leave to alTurt your Ma- 
“ lefty, that it is our determination to give our immediate 
attention to the adjuftment of fuch points in the commer- 
cial intercourle between Oreat Britain and Irelaud, as are 
“ not yet finally arranged; trufting that fuch a fyftem may 
** be formed as may beft enfure the profperity of both kiiig- 
doms, by clofely uniting them upon principles of reciprocal 
advantage 

** We defire to return to your Majefty our warmeft thanks 
for your gracious communication of the afiTurances which 
your Majefty continues to receive of the good difpofition 
“ of foreign powers towards this country, noiwithftanding 
the difterences which appear to prevail upon the Conti- 
nent 

** The information your Majefty is pleafed to give us of 
f* the fuccefs which has attended the meafures taken in the 
Jaft feifion for the fupprefBoo of ftnuggling, and for the 
improvement of the revenue, aftbrds us the greateft fatis- 
fadlion ; and your Majefty may be aftured, that we will 

apply 
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“ apply ourfelves, with unremttted utiention, to points of 
“ Inch great concern to the profpenty of the country, and 
“ that we Will take into our early conhderation the matters 
“ fuggefted in the feveral Reports of the Commiflioners of 
“ Public Accounts, as well as fuch faither regulations as 
** may appear to be nectilaiy in the public offices of the 
“ kingdom. 

“ from the experience we have had of your Majefty’i 
** paternal legarJ for the inteiefts of all your fubje^s, we beg 
** leave humbly to expiels to your M.ijelly, our fulleft confi- 
“ dence in the gracious ailurance of your Majcfty’s htartjr 
“ concurrence in every mealure which may tend to alleviate 
“ the national burdens, to fc,cure the tiue principles ef the 
** conflitution, and to promote the general happiiiefs and 
** welfare of your people.” 

His Majefty^s Mofl Gracious Anfwer. 

* My Lords, 

I return you thanks for this dutiful and a^dfionate Ad* 

“ dieis 

Nothing can give me more fatisfj<£lion, than your aflur- 
** ance that you will immediately enter into the confidera- ' 

“ tioii of the muters which lhave laid befoie you 

“ You imv depend upon the utmo^l care and attention on 
“ my part, to fettle every thing which concerns the intercll 
of my kingdoms, upon a lolid and duiable louiidatioii.” 

Friday^ February 18 . • 

TheEirl of Carltfle df fired that the 371!! and 38th fe£lions F ’ ’f 
of llie A6l of the laft feffion, for the belter regulation and 
mamgement of the affiirs of the Eaft-Indn Company, $cc# 
might he read. I Ik clerk accordingly re id as follows 

“ And where s veiy laige funis of money app to be 
** due to Biit'fli lubjedls bv the Nabob of Arcot, m the rc- 
“ covery \\htieot it is expedient that fuch iffiftance fliould 
“ be given them as fliall be confiflent with the rights, of the 
“ faid United Company, the feciirity of the creditors, and 
“ the honour and dignity of the faid Nabob Be it einfled, 
that the Court of Directors of the faid Compiny find, as 
“ foon as may be, take into confideiation the origin and juf* 

“ tice of the fa'd demands, aS far as the mateiials they are 
“ m pofltfBon of Ibrll enable them to do, and that they 
“ fhall give fuch orders to their prefidencies alld f**rvanis 
<< abroad for completing the invelligation thereof, as the 
** nature of the cafe fliall require, and for eftahlifhmg^, m 
** conccfC with the iatd Nabob, fuch fund for the difcbarge 
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^ of tl^ofe <icbt§ which fball appoat to he juftly due, accord- 
itig to their refp^live Hghts of priority, as fhall be con- 
** iiitent with the rights the faid United Company, the 
“ fecunty of the creditors, and the honour and dignity of the 
*• faid Nabob. 

*• And, for fettling upon a permanent foundation the 
♦* prefent intermediate rights and pietenfions of the Nabob 
*• of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore, with rcfpe£b to each 
« other, l>e tt further enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
** that the Oouit of Diredors of the faid United Company 
ihall take into their immediate cortfi derat ion the faid inde- 
** terminate rights and pretenfions, and take and purfue fuch 
« meafures as in their judgment and difcretion fhall be beft 
** calculated tq afcertain and fettle the fame, according to 
“ the principles and the terms and ilipulations contained in 
the treaty of one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-two, 
** hetwetn the faid Nabob and the faid Rajah.” 

His Lordlliip then obfervcd. he had a matter of great im- 
pqrtanpe tq bring before their Lordfhips It was, he faid, a 
motion for p.ipers, which would give material information to 
their Lordfhips T he debts of the Nabob of Arcot, his 
Lord/hip f.iid. were divided into clailes ; there was what was 
called the Old Loan, which was of pretty ancient flanding , 
the Cavalry Loan, of more recent date, and the Debt to the 
Company, which he fhould term the Public Debt; and when 
he did fo, meant to call their Lordfliips* attention to a Bill 
that had flmfed the lalt feffion, which was termed the Relief 
Bill Their Lordfhips would recolledt, that at the lime that 
Bill pafled, the Eaft-India Company were ftated to be in indi¬ 
gent circumftances, and Parliament had been called on to 
remit the payment of large furas then due to the Public for 
duties, and which fums flill remained unpaid. Xhe Public, 
therefore, having been additionally burdened for the fupport 
of the Eaft-India Company, and being at prefent its creditor 
to a confiderable amount, it was fair to contend that the 
debts due to the Company were in fa< 51 : due to the Public. 
Beftdes the debts of the Nabob which he had mentioned, and 
of which there was no fufpicion, the Nabob flood indebted a 
very confiderable fum to the native princes and landholders 
in the Carnatic, to whom that Houfe would doubtlefs con- 
iider themfelves, as much the guardians pnd protedfors, as 
they were the guardians and prote£Vors of the fubjedfs at 
home HL'Iiere was alfo one other debt, and that was, a debt 
to Bntifh flibjefts for fums lent and advanced in India, By 
the 37th and ^th fe£fions of the a<9:, which had been jull 
read, it appe^Pbd that the Court of Direiffors had been 
ordered to inflitute a complete mvefVigation of thefe de- 
rgands, and to give direiStions to tbcir Icrvants in India to 
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eftabiiih a fund £br the difcharge of the Nabob’s debts ; ithe 
langtiage of the atSt was fo plain, that tt could rtot be intfufi* 
derfto^; rumour, however, had been exceedingly holy, and 
had given rife to fome fufpicions which he conceived it to be 
the indifpenfable duty of their Lordlhips to inquire into, that 
the Public might he fatished. It was with this view that hd 
ihould move for fome papers that would give their Lordihips 
a full opportunity of aicertainmg whether thofe rumours 
in circulation without doors were well founded or not. 

Orders had been recently fent out to India by the Court of 
Diredlors, dirc 61 tly contrary to the exprefs directions of the 
aft of Parliament, m thefe three great important particulars 
the treaty of 1762, between the Nabob of Arcot and the Ra¬ 
jah of Tanjore, which the aft had direfted to be adhered to ' >' 

in the fettlement of their rights, was ordered to be violated, I 

and Its principles, terms, and fpeculations to be departed 
from , the territories of Arnee and Atticatti<^ootee were 
ordered to be wrefted from the Rajah, and the debt due to 
individual Britifh fubjefts, which was the moll l.able to im¬ 
peachment and fufpicion of all the Nabob’s debPs, was ordered 
to be difcharged, previous to any inveftigation being infti- 
tuted into the origin and juRice of the demand, and previous 
to the difcharge of the debt to the public. His Lordfliip en¬ 
larged on the magnitude of thefa violations of the ftatute, if 
rumour fpoke the truth. It was not with any view to eli¬ 
mination, but to know whether fuch rumour -was well 
founded, that he meant to move for certain papers, and 
therefbie he begged leave to move, 

That the proper officer be direfted to lay before the 
Houfe, copies or extrafts of all letters and ordeis of the 
“ Court of Direftors of the United Eall-lndia Comp.iny, 

** in purfuance of the injunftion contained in the 37th and 
“ 38th cla'ufes of an Aft, entitled, ‘ An Aft for the better 
“ regulation and management of the affairs of the EaR-lncJia 
“ Company, and of the-Britifh pofleffions in India , and for 
effiabliAiing a Court of Judicature for the more fpeedy and 
cffeftual trial of perfons accufed of offences comm.tted m 
** the Eaft-Indies.” 

Lord Sidney faid, he was extremely forty to feel himfelf Lord s«l- 
incapable of giving his confent to a motion, the complying 
with which did not appear to him likely to anfwer any ufeful 
purpofe. Parliament had for feveral feffions been employed 
in debating upon the affairs of India, and it had appeared 
that thofe affairs had not been more profperous on that ac¬ 
count. He could not therefore conceive, that going into 
their confederation again, jufl after they had adjufled a plan 
©f proceeding for the better management of the Company’s 
affairs, would be either wife or neceflary, and tlierefore the 
1 noble 
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noble Earl muft excufe him if he did not give his confent to 
the motion. 

Lord Stormont faid, the noble Earl who made the motion 
had ftated that rumours were abroad of a very extraordinary 
nature; thole rumours had created a deal of alarm, and 
ought to be inquired into that was the aim propofed by the 
prefent motion. 

Lord Raweion faid, that refufing to inquire into reports 
that created much ftifpicion, was more likely to increafe than 
remove the rufpictons. On the prefent occahon Mmifters 
h.id a delicate talk to perform. It was their duty to prevent 
flate fecrets fiom being divulged The papers called for 
might convey information to the enemies of Great Britain, 
ana by fliewing thofe whofe intereft it was to counteraft the 
policy of this country in India, what we weie about, and 
what meafures we were taking in the Carnatic, teach them 
how they might be the beft defeated. 

Lord Loughborough (poke for the motion, and Lord 
Tburlow againll it. After which it was negatived without a 
divifion. 


*Iiicfdayy Februetry 22 

The Bill for permitting the importation of cattle, flour, 
&c flora the United States of America into Newfoundland, 
under certain reflrnSlions, b;emg read a feconcl time, and the 
queftion being put for its commitment, 

Lord Loughborough faid, he thought the introdu£tion of the 
Bill at this time very impioper, the only plea that he under¬ 
flood w?:s urged in its favour, was, there might be a fcarcity 
of provifions at Newfoundland this feafon, by which the 
fifhermen would certainly be diflrefled ; but that no fuch 
fcarcity would happen, or was probable, he would take upon 
himfelt to afleit, yet even admitting that to be the cafe, the 
neceffity for a Bill of this tendency did not exift, becaufe an 
had already,pafled empowering His Majefly m Council 
to ifTue a proclamation, making any regulations that fhould 
appear requifite for a limited time Some people, he under- 
flood, had been at infinite pains to condemn the framers 
of the Navigation A 61 , and to ridicule thofe who were weak 
enough to look up to it as beneficial to the country ; not- 
witliflanding which, be would confefs himfelf one of thofe 
weak beings who admired its conftru6lion, and would gladly 
wifh to fee it preferved inviolate Why Miniflers had adopt¬ 
ed this meafure of a bill, which he conceived to be an in¬ 
fringement of the a6l of navigation, m preference to the 
ifluing a proefamanon, he hoped the noble Lord, in whofe 
department thefe kind of regulations particularly belonged, 
would inform the Houfe. 
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Lord Sidtuy knew not what kind of ipformation the nobjfe Lora Swi- 
Lord required, unlefs it was tbehifiory of the bill, which, acy» 
if that was thought neceflary, he would moll readily gi^e 
him —There we»-e very few people, he believed, who tvene 
not convinced of the utility of fupportihg our Newfoundland 
filhery, and of couife, when thofe who weie thus employed 
were in diflrels,, it was h ghly neceffiry to render them alEf' 
lance if poflible 7 hat trade, ferviccable as it was tO this 
country, would inevitaldy loon fall to decay, unlefs fome 
method was taken to keep the price of provihons vMthin the 
leach of the fifliermnn. This was unfortunately not the 
cafe laft fealon , foi by an unlucky Icarcity, tltey rofe to fuch 
a height, that had not two American veflels gone into port, 
veiy few would have been able to liave made their voyages. 

When thefe vefiels came in, Governor Campbell was for 
lome tune nt a lofs how to a£t, but foon, however, and 
wifely he thought, under the then circumflances, decided la 
favour of the landing and lale ot their cargoes , this being 
flatecl to His Majt flv’s Minillers, they thought it neceffary 
to make provilion agunft luch a fcarcity in tutdre, conful* 
tations liad been held n-uh the different merchants, who, his 
Loidfliip admitted, had rather oppoled the prefent meafure of 
admitting fupplies fiom the American ftates. but iherr, on 
the other hand, when the late Govenior, and the different 
officers v\ere confuittd, they declared very much m its favour, 
and upon thtir determination, it was tliought expedient to 
make the experiment for ont=: feafon, which was tlie whole 
time the a6l was to be m force—this was the dire£^ hiftory 
of the bill, and which had been formed in the manner thought 
the moft likely to anfwer the intended purpofe. It would 
be in vain for him to enter into a legal conteft with the 
learned LoBd,.as veiy few even of the profeffion were able to 
make a (land againft his abilities, but he would go fo far as 
to fay, that he firmly believed, had the learned Lord known 
any at^ ot Parliament which expreflly forbid the importation 
of the produce ot a foreign ftatc into our colonies, provided 
they were conveyed in Bntifli-built lliips, navigated by Britiffi 
fubjeffs, be would have ffated it, for his pait he knew of 
none, nor did be think this bill would a£l in the leaft contrary 
to the ftritSl fenfe of the navigation a6l; for ihefe reafons he 
hoped their Lordfhips would join with him in giving it their 
fupport. After a ffiort debate the bill was ordered to be « 
committed. 

7 uefday^ A arch i. 

The Eail of CarlxJU faid, he had on a former occafion fob- The Fart of 
mitred to their Lordfhips a motion for papers refpeiSlinff tfie Canfle, 
debts of the Nabob of Arcot. The motion had bdto rej^ed. 
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But as a copy of thofe papers had been printed by Mr 
Debrett, it was probable they were m the pofleflxon of many 
of their Lordlhips, and therefore, the purpofe of making Par¬ 
liament acquainted with the fltuatioii of affairs, in confe- 
quence of the condudl of the new Commiflloneis, was an- 
fwered But as the principal point rcfpcfling the debts due 
to the real ci editors of the Nabob of Arcot was yet to be 
;ittainLd, he meiiit to lubnnt to then Lord/liips a iiiCtioii 
which he conceivtd might bung tl'.at iinttcr to an iflue. 
The noble Earl then entered into an invcfl':i'tiion of the ca- 
valry debt, the loan or 1777, and the iviin due to the Com¬ 
pany, which he wint through with gi' it kcui »oy, folio A’lng 
the lentimcnts of Mr. Fox, is dclivtud on Monelly m the 
Houfe of Commons, and making fimil u concluhons liom 
flnnlai prcmiles The^ie was <)"i; fub{ee^ wIikIi he thought 
fomewh it new it was what the ft 1 v mts in liuln, t id tut 
Board of Control, called a floating dri'C On this h- iliould 
fay a few words He compared the litualion to tint of 
executors, who had an t flite m tiull foi a mmor, on whuh 
eftate there weie Itvtiil claims, which he divided into two 
cHfles, )ufl and unjufl. I hole whuh wtre reallv due, the 
executois no doubt would j)Ut into the mofl fpiely and 
cffLdVuii modf" of pivnient thofe winch were fic tiiious, or 
fuppofed to be fo tiicy would mtui rllv inquire inio before 
they dilcharged tljeiii. But, fa'ys the li£liiious claimmr, if 
you do Wot mftmtiy Itcurc to me mv di mmd, I will liairafs 
and perplex you by contmuil Iiwluits, md thtn foic it is 
your mtereft, and the mtereft of the pertou whoC uftate you 
have Ilf truft, to comply with my requ' Jl. \V« uld my lion« if 
man, in fuch cafe, agiee to the dennnd of tlu \mi ill ciedi- 
tor? Surely not. And yet fliange to tell, a ilcht of this kind, 
the loan of 1777, is defired to be kept afloat, although the 
Commiflloneis have a doubt of its juflice ; and tin feivaots 
of the Company determine to pay it in prefeience to thofe 
juft and fair claims to which the red and acknOwledgHl cre¬ 
ditors are entitled. Such is the equity which Parliament is 
to expert from the new reguhtions As to the idea of the 
mode propofed, being vei y likely to circulate cafli in India, 
that was idle; unlefs we were to conceive thtt Afla was like 
the human body; which, by taking away a certain quantity 
of blood, gives to the remainder, a more free circulation. 
For certain it was that the money flowecl from that country 
into this, whenever it got into the hands of piivate individuals. 
The noble Eail liid he fhould not trouble their Lordftiips 
any farther, bat fubmit to their confideration a refolution, 
which he read It was to this effert, to lefolve that the debts 
due by the Nabob of Arcot .to individuals, fhould not be paid 
' beftin: thofe due to the Company were difcharged. 


The 



ti 


A. 1785. DEBATES. 

The Lord ChanccHor moved, tiiat the fotmer motion madd The lord 
by the noble Earl, and which motion was negatived, Biould Chameilor, 
be read It was accordingly read. 

Lord JI'^uif.n^ham rofe, he faid to give tne motion of the lordWal- 
noble Loid di’^edl^ negative The fubjeifl ImvI aflltmed a new fmghair. 
Ih ipe luice tlic 11 Lord/hips Ind formally dilculEd it, but 
the noidc 1 oid% motion, in Ins opinion, was not calculated 
to fucceed in any lortn. About the ai^ ot Paihainent, to 
w'hich reteiencc had been m ide, nndonvhich much Itrels 
bal been I iid, he, lor one, was under no lort difficulty. 

His Loidffiip explained what was called the caia'rv debt, hy 
lilting the faiit whieli occ ifioned it, and the circumftances to 
wli'ch th'* In ibob had hem reduced. He faw no doubt what¬ 
ever cor»ntdb?d with tins tranladtion it had all the charac- 
teriftics ol fiirnefs and upiight condiidl, and whatever might 
have hem infinuattd, he was ready to pronounce it, in evety 
rtlpetl, fuc +rom blame; but it win the debt ot the year 
1777 which lo many hold imputations hid been laid. 

He, lor on*., w is leidy to admit, that lo early as the ycai 
1769, the CompiiiY had prohibited their lervants ibroad from 
negutiatins any loans with my of the n itive l^nnces what¬ 
ever 'i Ins be owned was in oppofition to the legality, per¬ 
haps ptottdfion, ot thole debts, and there was no doubt 
but thele dtbis had received no credit from tbit circumflance. 
Biit’apiit horn this, he ws'* at loinc lofs to know what degree 
of tuipitnde tliey really polldfed He would noji^pictend to 
anlwci or account foi what the Court of Diredois hatl done. 

They conceived that they enjoyed the priviUge of judging 
for thfcinlclves But lie was peife6lly aware wJiiUtlie Boaid 
ot Control had thought it their duty to do. They owned 
fomethnig like lulpieion hung on the validity of the debts 
in quellion Tin y complained that matters w'ere not more 
peilpicuous’ Tlu y blamed whoever had any fliare in clouding 
that, about w/bich intelligence was now become of fo much 
importance But what more could they do? By giving a 
flat negation to the cl urns of tlicfe creditors, who tan lay 
wliat might not h ive been tlie tonfequence ? A fourcc of al¬ 
tercation and hollility would flill have been kept open. Thp 
Carnatic might igain have been embroiled. The eiiculation 
of fpecie would have been dmoft annihilated, and what in 
his mind was the vvoill calauity of all, the feelings ot the 
Nabob would have been wounded He knew theh. debts to 
be due to rnanv a worthy individual, and for lervic^-s of ma¬ 
terial importance tie was lenlible, therefore, how much the 
reputation ot Ins jultice, his veracity, his honour might luffer 
by giving countenance to the Itaft demur And he thought 
It not m any degree unbecoming their Lordfhips’ attention. 

But, however much agamft our feelings, becaufe not in uni- 
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fon with our habits, fuch a conduf^ in the fervants of the 
Company, the.r condud}: was perfedily confonant to the man¬ 
ners of the country. It was perhaps impoffible, all circuin- 
Aances confldered, for people who went out of this kingdom 
to a territory fo nmote, and alTociating with a deicnption of 
men m every refpedk of manners and habits diflunilar to ours, 
to adopt the fame maxims, and preferve the fime uniformity 
of adlion in every cafe that we did -—He truftcd their Loid- 
fhips would make all pofllble allowances for indviduals under 
this predicament T he noble J ord who ftated the reiolution, 
which he had propofed to the Houle, had not, for very 
obvious reafons, adverted to this part of the argument in any 
thing he had faid But he had condemned the debts in the 
grois, without even admitting that (ome might be unex¬ 
ceptionable, luppoling others to be lalfe or fraudulent. '1 hefe, 
and fuch as thefe, weie the principles on which the prelent 
Board of Control had ailed, in the oiiler they had made, and 
the proteilion they had given They deemed it highly inex¬ 
pedient to keep thofe d<^>ts longer afloat, as that was a cir- 
cumAance which equally affeiled the Company, the Nabob, 
and the BntiAi Government T hey were anxious for pre- 
ferving a peace, fo lately and honourably, and widely eAab- 
liHied Ihey wiAied the country to have, at leaA, lome 
refpite from the cruel lavages of war, by which it bad been lo 
long and fatally ravaged, laid waAe, and Aript at once of its in¬ 
habitants and wealth. "1 he minds of men were alienated, and 
eAranged by thofe moA horrid and Aiocking feenes which 
attended inteAine commotions. And the new Commiffioners 


confultcd, their own feelings, by faciiflcing in this mannei 
to humanity, what otheis might probably imagine, due in 
the ArA inAance to juAice On thefe motives, they had ailed 
jn extending their proteilion to the debts in qucAion '1 hey 
were, in his apprehenfion, hound to fuch a con luil, as the 
matter had been fo long delayed, and the parties not a little 
irritated He was of opinion, they could not have been other- 
wife prepared to anfwer for the part they had ailed, or pol- 
ieAed of a reafon, by which to havejuAificd themfclves m 
the event of confequences anting from this circumAance— 
the kind which they chiefly apprehended. It was, on Amilar 
principles, that he Aiould now diAent from the refolution pro¬ 
pofed by the noble Loi J It wras fo far from correfpondmg 
with his idea^, that he would not only give it his negative, but 
propofe the motion of an adjournment. 

Kom* Lord Stormont faid, it was agreed on all hands, that jealoufies 
of a very Arange kind had, by all parties, been entertained, 
at leaA to a certain degree, on the debts of the Nabob of 
Arcot to feveral BritiAi individuals He defired the attention 


of their LordAiips to what had been done by the Court of 

Direilors. 
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Directors. TlT^fe gentlemen, as much flrangers to all pro* 
feihonal acquaintance with lavtras his Lordlliip, were however 
apprehenfive that fomething was wrong m relation to thof« 
debts They therefore fct an inquiry on toot J hey inter¬ 
rogated their ieivants concerning them In this kind ot cor- 
refpondence they had petfifltd for yens. Ytt after ill the 
pains they lud taken, they \v«,ie to tins mrrunt is inyde- 

rious and unaccoant ihlt is evci-Not \ .tlil> uuiing "this, 

they iflue then oidtis, tint all dot inqnifit'o.i ut rnt n origin 
might be nude, but then utnioll folicitud' \\ 1 jdud, and 

as plain, Iioneft, well-irenning men, adl » '>.,rtKltts to 
their duty, mark llien ojniuon oi this in iti.r isfuJlo iuipicion 
and doubt His Loidlhip d^chned taking up inv put ot their 
Lordlliips’time with the Inif di-kiipiion of th tn^Lt of the 
Nabob ot Arcot, as he conct >vi,d thr ino^t juib'k agicemcit 
among all, th it it wis wholly uiiobiL^'-Mji'abi- fii- c.ivihy, 
or lecoud iptcies ot i!t bt, had "Ho bitn d.unlf d it leng^li, 
how tir fhe aigumenis which \v»"nt to ,LMldv an i cluttd iti. if 
were (iiceetstul, lu would not lay, luit ii w is the debt .n 
which individuils wiie pnncipillv concerned to wP'■It he 
wifhed to draw the itteiition ot their 1 .01 dll and they 
would, he tiuHed toigive linn, it hecilkd im* v debts v Inch 
belong to this chi'-, friuJuLiit in(i I'lddit'ous he would frive 
this name to ill Inch hills oi. bond's the N ihoh of Artot, 

IS extended the turns wIiilIi he h id oiioimlly h ccived What 
vilue had he'n given h>r pioeurit to ‘i. j) n ohliga- 
tiono? the MoI>le Loi.l, Ik kiKW, wMiboui my .m;>''0|)er in¬ 
tention, lud notwithllanding dioptin txprclhon Vvhich ftruclc 
his Lonl/hip m a molt toicilile light 1 IilI., Ci hts* he laid, 
w'ere agieeable to the cutlom of India He thought this e\- 
prtlTion might let their Hordlhips into the te'’rct hillory ot 
thefe manceuvres much better thin any thing he could lay. 

It ought to'Typ conlideicd about what time tin le debts were 
contraiSfced, and undei wh it circuinftances. When the Court 
of the Nabob Iw'arincd with Europe in lycophants, and lus 
ideas of ambition and aggrandilement were excited and in¬ 
flamed, thele dt hts took place The plain meaning of the 
matter, therefore, is, that the Board ot Control hath actually * 
guaiaimed all the money, by which this Prince, by means 
ot bribery and corruption, obtained ttie concurrence ind co¬ 
operation of the Companv, and their irmy to invade, delolate 
and conquer certain dillricts in the Carnitic for the benehc 
of the Nabob What was this but a reward which appeared 
to him highly detrimental m the flift inftance to the Eaft- 
India Company, hut ultimately and p.utiiularly injurious 
to the Hate in general, as not only dillurbing her tranquillitv, 
but alienating her refources, atjd by that meins expofing her 
to all thofe dangers which are iniepaiable from an impotent 
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nnil defencelefs fituation. Here, therefore, was the beginning 
of the new Government of Control, which was to make India 
fo diff rent from what it had been in the earlier periods of 
our connection with it lie congratulated his countiy on 
the return of the golden age, and the infinite advantage we 
were likely to derive from this pure infiitution One benefit, 
however, he laid, did undouhttdly arile fioin this new infii¬ 
tution 1 here w^s now an end put to prefents— I liefe were 
no longer ndmifliMe by tbe fervants of tht Company How¬ 
ever, they were fiill at liberty to fay to then Iiulnii fiicnds, 
the Biitifli Parliament Ins undoubtedly put all the bufineIs 
of prehnts out the qvieftion. It is no long-^r honourable 
or lafe, for us to receive any gratutitics ot tint iorr, but 
your Fxcrlbncy ”ny gratify us with 1 bond Tins w'as one 
fpecies of coirnjition lucccfifiilly put for another His I ord- 
fhip then went into the n tture of ihv conkqutnrt , and the 
motives of the oidcr winch had been given bv tbe n.\v 
Poaid The fit ft, on which this extraouiin n V ir'' ifin ’ wms 
founeVed, was the in- xpeduncy of keeping the N vbob’s debts 
any longer »doat this he did not undetfiam!, as it vv is ne- 
cdiaiy in fonie dfguf, ih it thf y Ihould be k( n'‘ 0[ en till 
they vvc! Itttl-d '1 hf noble Vihount thantrtend pietty 
largely into th> dc' u! 

bouiuoh^^* Lord L'' *ic-{i\cd .t*io be undei fine k tint he did 

not mean to trivd the vdiole debate ovei ip i.n, which had 
been, her {>pn hr nckd, *00 long dietdy befoii tli( ir Lordfinps 
** Ho ihould net \(\ th 'dull eir of adioxviy man,” to which 
fituihOM L ipprt' Lndfd the preh nt fubjeCt hui reduced their 
i.oidllnps 'ri t h umd 1 oul tla icfoie tool- up the du-bts in 
inch a point ot vi-'w i-, wm-jd appeal to a juivof unpre¬ 
judiced luen m a conn of cquitv He demanded to know, 
it a chnn v .s made, whiMicr thv firfi inquiry^wjpuld not he 
into the ]uftice ot that claim and whether the C'ourt would 
Kot think It proper to liave that jufiice fubfiaiitiatcd, before 
there ^^a^ m oidci mad.e for the diicharge of the debt? He 
llated the rale ot i bond debt, to winch there were exceptions 
taken , and thuefrom argvud, that the claims of private in¬ 
dividuals, to whom the Nabob of Arcot flood indebted, and 
of the legality oi whith chnns there were the ftrongeft rea- 
fons to entertain doubts, Ihould not be difcharged m pre¬ 
ference to thole debts vviuch were really and bmajit^e due to 
fhe public 'The Inb? Cl was now m every man's mouth; 

P and intricate as India afl nrs were, yet the book publifhcd by 

Dcbiett bad fo far informed men’s minds, by a printed copy 
ot thepaptis which the Houfe m their wifdom thought it 
proper to refufe, th it ft vv now were unacquainted with that 
very intelligence the Commiflioners wifhed to hide from the 
eyes of the public. As to the debts due by the Nabob of 

Arcot 
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Arcot to individuals, he believed them to be all fiiflitious. 

Nabob making had been a trade or lonie long flanding, and 
^thofe unfoitunatc Afiatic lacnfices wtre cieittd and un¬ 
created juft as the intcrcft of iii'iividu ils piomi tCvl i)im to 
itt up or tumble down ilic.i ?old' ii calves. 1 ht N ihob of 
Arcot, who had got fome inliglit I'Uo tluj> tialtic ot his bre- 
ihicn, thought Ins lieft Ictutity would bu to make h.s life, 
and his continu itioii in power, of Juch \ ku, that the de¬ 
privation of eilh i woiilu bt 1 k/k niftL .d ot i gun. llcnce 
he got in debt, htnee In, (ccuied himfeli from the i !u il modi 
of being depoled , ind hence lie has beeon.e i pei Ion ol luch 
tonieipienri, as not only to deniiml the attention, ! aainlly 
tlv < ne f f nhatiif lit i b^ lejiiicd I^cnd then v int .n o % 
long invtiluMtion of t't fijbje<I:t of Ind'i iH’iir'., ri.. ipitulaLing 
■wliit ht 1'ul 1ml on ifo’ineroci lOini, and d 'hiring nrgu- 
mt titj Ilf in ’be- Kibh met of Dtbn ri •, jniblicunin of the India 
papers, wbuh went to piuve ibe ul <l.i / tl cenu'uSl of the 
C'ou iiuiliou. is Ol iJ laid of Contud, nul liie b md lot's pi iC- 
tRestniliL hrsanis in Indii. Until tb It p ipcis, te> colu<5fed 
and'0 p'lbliihe 1 ! y Mi lUbu tt, wt le eiJiitiadnCled lie thought 
in 1 gicat ill .ifuie, he w IS entitled to look iinoli them is no 
fidfu'ii 'J hey here the lignaiuie of aiithf nticity, and as jet 
rein lined m pioot with the authoiitv tl - ninirs of the 
lioiid ot Contiol iffiAid to them if t>uv At^e fil e, ,t was 
the bufiuelo of CroveiniiK It to piovL tlmm fo, iiid it they 
riiil'i’rd, the ciif'rs fhould he pointfd out, lor^t pn Icnr, 
ttiv y were m every min’s polieihon , and it 111 itfajc hecuue 
the duty ot Alinilteis to givt to the Pnl he th.„n ft ntTinents on 
rlu eharg-s 1 or thefe, ind other rta^or.s, wd. Ji the leu.ivd 
Loid euti r< d into, he Ind, he Ihou'd his * ffti nntive to 
till O'jt.on nuide* liy ttie noble Fail * 

Fhc L'.rii C ‘KDniUur laid, tlu- iloufe bid lu rd \(i\ bltle [T.-.rS 
that lelicul^to the qncition, though agieit d il id vomeila- <. ii im<.ilor. 
tion had t-d^m pine upon vshit had not any imni(diau le- 
latl ■■n to It. Theijueftion meiely vvas, w he’iiei t’p ir Leu'lliips 
would come into rtloluiions about tli del*!s of tht N hfdi 
of Arcot, of which debts tliey had no knoviiltd^e wlia’t-\tr, 
and had but the otliei day dec id d, ti it th'- pij"rs vvhiclr 
had been Hated to cont nn an account of the dclils of the 
faid Nabob, were unfit to be brought unc'ei their dilcuftion. 

That was the folc qta ft on hefor.- them, and tli it lav in a very 
iiairovv compals , lot the leiolutions of Friday le’niiig;.t, that 
had been read to their Loullhips, precluded them fiom the 
poflibility of going into the conliderat.on of luch aqueftion , he 
could not thertfoie, he faid, help expreffing his aftomllnnent, 
that noble Lords, who had but within a r’ay or two moved 
for papers, which the Houfe had refohed were improper to 
be laic) upon the table, ftiould come down again, and offer to 
the Iloufe refolutions grounded upon certain fa£ls relative to 
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tTie fimt* fubjeft, of the exifteifce and foundation of which fidls 
the Houfe bad not the flighteft veftige of tjroof before them. 
The noble and learned Loid took fame notice of what he 
termed irregular and difordcrly manoeuvres, which had been 
pradlilcd that day by noble JLoids, who had lo lately fup- 
ported their mcrtions foi papers, with arguments calculated 
to perfuade the Houfe, tiiat unlefs the papers were produced, 
Jt was ntipofliblc to proceed a ftep farther upon the fubjeiSlof 
them, and therefoie who might have cohfldered the determi¬ 
nation of the Houfe upon thofe motions as their declaration, 
that they thought the fubjedt unht to be agitated, ftanding 
up in their platts with loofe dnd unauthenticated pamphlets 
in their hands, and faying repeatedly, that they afTumed the 
fafis Hated in fuch publications as authentic truths, and 
therefore called upon their Lord/Tiips in therr colledlive capa¬ 
city as a Houle of Lords to igree to refolutions turning alto¬ 
gether upon the faiSls fo afliimed. He alkcd with what rcfer- 
vation of refpciirf for that Honfi did any noble Lord prefume 
to adopt a mode of proceeding fo contrary to order ? Having 
put this queftion, he 1 probated the pityfulnefs of the triumph 
of getting the papcis into print, which that Houfe had refufed 
to have put upon their table, and in fevere terms reprehended 
their publication ; declanng, that whoever of the Eaft-India 
Directors had hrnded thorn to Mr Debrett, had been guilty 
of a fhameful and fcandaloustreachery to that body of men with 
whom hqrt’ 6 led, to bii conflituents wliole affairs he had been 
called ufpn to diici.'T', and to the Public at large He dwelt 
on this jvith fonie degree of energy and emphafls, and at 
length pioccedent,ta animadvert on what had palled in the 
converfation, as hV/ Lord/hip termed it, of the day, which 
he faid, had been lo 11 relative to the real queftion before the 
Houle, that excepting a word or two that had fallen by acci¬ 
dent fiom the noble Lo'rd in the green ribband, of theneceffiiy 
of fending out a countermand of the orders that w'ere gone to 
India, not a fyllable had been faid of the purpofe that the 
prefent motion was to anfwer. He alked w hat was the aim 
of bringing forward fuch queflions as thofe that had been 
* moved that day ? why would not the noble Lprds proceed to 
crimination immediately, it would be much more manly to 
come forward with a charge, if any they meant to ftiggeft, 
Jthan thus by infinuation and fide-wind motions throw out 
oblique and diftant hints, that tended to aftedi meu*s cliarac- 
ters, and from which it was impoflible for any men, how¬ 
ever unimpeachable their condudf, to defend thcmfelves. 
But even were fuch a motion as that of the day ac¬ 
ceded to, what could be done upon it ? Was it wirh a 
view to ground a motion for an addrefs to His Majeily to 
remove the prefent Board of Contrtd? Did not the noble 
Lord^knoW, that they as a Houfe of Lords, could do nothing 
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ih fuch z bufinefs, and if they were to vote ain addrefs to tbe*^ 
Crown, the Crown had not the power to comply witH it. 
The only poffible Parliamentary proceeding, it any noble 
Lords thought the prefent Board ot Control, unworthy of 
their trulls, was to move, to bring in a bill for their removal, 
and if fo, that Houfe would fcarcely be thought the fit place 
for fuoh a motion, but nothing ihort of an aft of Parliament 
could remove Comimflioners from a Board, inflituted by the 
fpecial authority of an aft of Parliament In any other view, 
they were as impolfible to be come at as the Comniiirtoners 
of a turnpike, or any other Commifiioners appointed by a 
fpecial aft of the legiflature. His Lordlhip argued the con- 
Uruftion of the clauie in the aft of Parliament, and went 
pretty much at large into the confideration of the nature of the 
leveral debts, ftating the difference between each, and decla¬ 
ring that they had been as minutely and carefully inveftiguted 
by the Board of Control previous to their having fentout the 
orders, as the records of the Ea(l-Indu Company, which were 
replete with every degree ot intormation that the fubjeft ftood 
in need of, would admit Pie Ipoke of the bonds that had been 
aflfigned, and faid they were a fpecies of funds afe negociable 
as the French aftions, or our flocks He difcuffed the matter 
of Mr, Hallings having propoled to pay off the whole of the 
debt of 1777, m folido, upon the creditors confentiiig to aban¬ 
don 25 per cent of all thtir demands, and accounted for that 
propofition not having been accepted, by declaimift that the 
reafon was merely becaufe Mr Haftings had made lA for the 
faft was, Mr. Haftings had not propofed it compulimily, but 
as a matter that was h alible, piovided tlie crjimois confcnteu, 
which care was taken they Ihould not uif; Lord Macartney 
having written back fioin Madns to Benftil his r< ilons why 
the plan c^ffd not be earned into execution, wid theveiv 
firft of thofe^realons was a declarafton that tlie creditors 
would nor coimnt He oblerved upon one or tv\o things 
that hid fallen from Lord Loughborough, mil laid, tlie 
noble and learned lord had complained ot the mode pre- 
fcribed by the Board of Contiol for objeftion» to be made 
to the debts of 1777, and had appealed to men of his pro- • 
feffion, whether the ordirnrv coaife of proceeding in Courts 
of Juftice, was nor direftly rl e revetfe^ To which quellion, 
he for ofie muff: anfwer, he nevei knew that the ordinary 
courfe ot proceeding was the reverfe. The ufual mode of 
detefting a fraud, or a collufion," being for the party ao- 
cufing to make a charge and eflihlith it by proof; not for a. 
main to prove himfelf innocent, before he was accufed. The 
noble and learned Lord forgot, that the bond was a prefurtp- 
tive proof of the validity of a debt. His Lordthip faid far¬ 
ther, that was the firft time he Had ever heard, that the debf 
of 1777, was contrafted by the Nabob upon motives of policy, 
Vox« XVHI. C atjd 
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^and with a view to fccuro himfelf in pofleflSon of his throne 
and dominions, bv making it the inteieils of Ins creditors that 
he fhould hold both the one and the other He had evei un*' 
dcrftood the fd 61 : to be, that the Nabob was extremely dd- 
treiled at the time the loan was made, and that he paid 
the produce of it into tlie treafury of the Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany at Madras, by way of le-iinburfing the Company in part 
of the heavy expences tliey had been it to conquer back from 
the French his dominions and re inllatc him on his throne. 
H IS LordAiip faid faither, that with regard to the 700,000!. 
which the noble and Itarned Lord had faid the Nabob of Atcot 
offered to fend over here in the year 1767, when a noble 
Duke was at the head of the Treafury, that was fcarcely cre¬ 
dible, as the Nabob, from the circuniftince he had juft men¬ 
tioned, was 400,000! in debt to the Company at the time 
His Lord/hip alio combated Lord Loughhrrcugh’s arithmetical 
ftatements, rekitive to the quantum of the fums likely to the 
paid in a given lime towaids the diminution of the intereft 
and principal of the different heads of debt, iclpe£ting winch 
orders were gone out to India, and ojipoftd other computations 
to them He entered into the aigument relative to Lord Ma¬ 
cartney’s letter, and defended the Boaid of Contiol tor their 
aiJotmint of twelve lacks of pagodas towaids the dilcharge of 
the Nabob debts, on the ground of Lord Macaitney’s having 
wiitteii home word that the revenue of the Carnatic amounted 
to thirty lacks of paged is. 

The q^ltion for adjournment having been withdiawn, the 
main qu^ioH was put, when their Lordffiips divided, 

Concents - - - - - 24 

Non-Conte^^Y “ “ “ " " 73 

^iiefJay^ /kfarJj 22. 

On the commitment of the Ihll for appointing O!ommiflioners 
to examine the Fees of Offices, &c. * 

Ld IfrtiMi- Lord Loughborough bad fo many objeflions to this bill, 
borout,h that he was free to declare himfelf averfe to it tn toto, and 
therefore hoped it would not go any faithei, but be reje 61 ed 
Ill Its prefent ftage, at any rate ibeic weie leveral claufes 
that It w'ould be highly improiier to pafs without lome ma¬ 
terial alterations, and as he fufpe6fed that any amendments 
propofed in the Committee would be rejefted, as made at an 
ihiproper time, he would now prefs upon then Lordffiips his 
opinion of Its feparate parts, and enter into a general difcufllon 
of Its claufes, as well as its princip'e He then, in a iummary 
manner, went through the contents of the bill, wh'ch be laid 
It was almoft impolHble to conje£lure upon what ground the 
framer$had introduced. Three gentlemen weic to be ap¬ 
pointed 



A. tyss- Debates, 

pointed to a fpecial commiilion for examining into the frauds 
and abufes of the different public offices, from the treafury- 
office to that of the cuftoms or the excife —Did the framers 
mean to fay that there did exift ihofe enormous abufes in 
any of the public offices? Sucli an allcrtion in print as that 
contained in the bill, unlcis printed undci the faiiiSlion of 
Parliament, would be deemed a libel, and the Attorney Ge¬ 
neral be ordered to piohcuie ihe publifhci ex officio for the 
fame , if they did, what reafon had they to fiippole Sir John 
Dick, Mr, Moinfon, ami Mr Baring, would prove more im¬ 
maculate or a< 5 l witli gic.it lullice, than ihofc who at prefent 
prefided at the difkunt public boards? It was very far fiom 
his intention to hint any tiling in thi iejft difadv intageous 
to the charaQtrs of thofe gentlemen, but he did not think that 
any three gentlemen indifcriminatcly t.aktn liom the 13 oud of 
Cuftonib oi kxcile, would be found infeiior in integrity, and 
lie was certain would be found vtiv lupt_rior in cip.icitv, to 
judge from their acquaintance with the bufincfs of the offices, 
whether there were any abufes, or in what manner they might 
be prevented in futuie—But according to this bill, thelethite 
gentlemen, by what magic they wtie made lo, he'kntw not, 
were luppoled to be competent to judge of eveiy aliule that 
could poffibly exifl,—evtry Board w is to be fuhjeft to their 
lummons, and undergo their exaniin ition —In what imn- 
ner would th*' noble Loid (bidntv) he!, if called before this 
triumvimte, this Lphori, who nugh aflunie all thofrinfolenre 
of office, and with the ariogance iomttipus a*t( ndai\ on au¬ 
thority, afk him, “ VV^hat aie theL ihufcs vvl^h ha\e 
fufrered to go unchecked in your office, Ijy 4 hecl<iks di- 
redlly under your contiol?” it ceita.m^ would imniidi- 
ately recur to that noble Loid that hi onglt to liavc icmcdied 
that abufe, if it did exift i and winch iiid. edhc w, s o! opinion 
did not exilfT'Sfctishi.d that the nobk Ijeia w is i'< L Kis com¬ 
petent to the dl^iesof Ills fitiiation, than he w is ambitious of 
difchargmg them with hdehty to the puldic, oi how wouid 
another noble Lord, who now prefided at the Adm’r I't)', like 
to undergo, as it were, an Old Baily tximmiiion, .about 
parcel of old (lores. This, in his opinion, was a kind of le- 
verflng the order of things, by lubje£ling tholf to (xamina- 
tion, whoft appointments and lituanons in the flite made 
them examiners, befides it was very impohtic to give the 
leaft reafon for the people to leflen their confidence in thofe 
who are appointed to places of public trull, and how w'as it 
poffihle to preferve that confidence if thofe in power them- 
felves, by mfinuation, cliaigcd every public oflic’ with fuf- 
fering abufes tliiougli indolence and inattention, it neing well 
known that thelupenor at every Board was fully empowered 
to prevent them if he cbofe to exeit hunfelf —Another objec- 

C 2 tion 
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tion was to the claufe for obliging every perfbn in office to 
come aqid give evidence upon oath, becaufe there were laws 
already, which not only enadled that if they took fees above 
a certain Hated fum, they were not only to lofe the places they 
then held, but be incapacitated from ever holding any place 
whatever under government; this claufe, therefore, went to 
compel them to a felf-crimination, a thing whicb'common law 
could not enforce—His Lord/hip then condemned the two 
claufes which were apparently taken from the aft for grant¬ 
ing a fpecial commiflion to the CommiHloners for Accounts, 
entering very largely, and expatiating very fully on the dif¬ 
ference of the two commiffions, and concluded a very mafterly 
fpeech hy declaring himfelf averfe to the bill. 

Sid- Lord Sidney faid the learned Lord was much miflaken 
in fuppofing any objeftion would be made to any amend¬ 
ments which might be offered in the Committee, if n then 
fliould be found that any of the claufes lequired it, every 
noble Lord would certainly be at hheity to ptopole what¬ 
ever alterations he fliould think pioper, and indeed there was 
one claufe that the noble Lord had ohjefted to, whn.h, 'f it 
was as he Hated, undoubtedly ought to he ninenaed, he ineint 
that which it was laid would oblige a man to »_*'iminarc hiinfelf, 
as fuch a thing never could he intended, nor in h.s mind ever 
ought to pals into a law He was much indebted 10 the noble 
Loid fot that anxiety which he had exprefled for his under¬ 
going wlmt he confidered as derogatoiy to him , hut he did 
not teel/5 himlelt as anything diiagreeable, noi fhoulcl he, 
to undergo ?ny examimtion whatever. As to the infinua- 
tioMs whichVhe bill was faid to contain againH the public 
oflicos, theie perhaps be dilcovered one, on an in- 

veHigation, perhaps two or three, where thofe fufpefted abufts 
did aftually exiH[ It would have been invidious to have 
pointed thofe out, aijd therefore it was thoueJxfcbeH to fub- 
)eft the whole to an inquiry. He was fully convinced the 
public would receive great benefit from thi® '/ill, fo|r although 
It might be ve. y true, there was fuffii lent power already to 
correft any abufes, yet this would be found to aft as a Ipur, 
and invigorate thofe who have been, and might have Hill oon- 
tmued indolent without it. Such being the cafe, he hoped it 
would be permitted to go into the Committee, when their 
Lord/hips would beahle to judgeof the propriety, or impro¬ 
priety of any amendment which might be offered. 

Some farther debate took place on which feveral noble 
Lords fpoke, after which the Bill was committed. 

^hurfdayy April 7. 

The order of the day was read for the Houfe to refblve itfelf 
into a Comiiiittee of the whole Hou&, on the Bdl for ap¬ 
pointing 
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pointing Cotmmif&oners to inquire loto the §eett perquiiites, 
gratuttiesj^ 6cc. of clerks in office. 

Lord Stdn^ ftated the purport of the bill, which was, that Lari 
of making fuch regulations in the departments of the different 
offices under the Crown, as ihould pi event thqie illegal fees, 
or rather extorted gratuities which were exa 61 ed by clerks m 
office, on the trantai^ion of public bufinefs Some noble Lords, 
when this matter hril came into debate, obje< 51 ed agaiall the 
extent ot power which the bill gave to the Commiffioners and 
thought It militated againft the principles of thit freedom on 
which the conditution was founded The claules, it was tiue, 
by the ingenuity of logical inferences, might be coniliued into 
that con^uence, but m the plain common underhand mg of 
their feiife, they certainly had not any fuch intent oi mean¬ 
ing, However, that thofe claufes might be cleared of every 
circumftance which could give offence^r cauie iufpicion, he 
bad leveral amendments to propofe, which he trufted would 
icmove ixll objections of the nature of thofe already made 
Much had been laid, either for mere objection, or perhaps, 
through fear of the difagreeable circumftances attending the 
power which was given to the Commiffioners to call people 
from Brighthelmftone, or any other place of omulement, or 
falutary ruftication, which, he hoped would be done away by 
the amendment he had to propofe 1 he amendment was to 
confine the powers of the new Commiffioners to the cities 
of London and Wefiminfter. In refpeCt to other objections, 
he trufied they would, by what he had to jfr^oofe, be alio 
dune away; and that the bill would be To Ino&elled as to 
anfwer its intent according to the willies of cwrylloble Lord, 
who thought a relorra requifi^e. ^ ^ 

Lord Loughbotvugb thought it woulil. be requifite to make Lough- 
an alteration in the preamble, or that flic noble Lord ffiould • 

full moxe to ha\e the preamble poflp^ied, before he ofiered 
hib aniencln^nts. • 

Lord Hid, that fuch was the regular mode, and be J-<ird.Sid- 

moved accordingly ”*^5 

1 he clerk then negan to read the bill cHufe by claufe, and 
amentlments were moved to thofe intended to be altered, by 
Lord Sidney. In the couile of this bufinefs, the Cluncellor, 

Loid Loughborough, the DulTe of Riclimond, and Lord Stor¬ 
mont, were up feveral tinfes, and the converfation became fo 
often the pro and con lepty, rejoinder, and alfertion, that it is 
impoffible, with any degieeot accuracy, to follow their Lord- 
fhips, or to attempt giving fiom memory the various amend¬ 
ments, and the many remarks that were made upon them. 

*1 he fpeakers, as the Chancellor mentioned, were often irie- 
gular, and argued on the whole bill, when only a particular 
claufe was parliameritai il) before them. It was a kind of argj. 
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ment winch »t is impoflible to give in the rfegular form of de¬ 
bate, and therefore we (hall only attempt the outlines. 

Lord Loughborough thought that the amendment of ‘‘ thofe 
“ who had any dealings with government,” was too extenfivc. 
It comprehended every body, and every thing, and went to 
all defcnptions of men. 

The Chancellor amended the amendment, by adding, “ or 
** tranfi£lions.” 

Lord Stormont was not fatished with this. He faid it in¬ 
cluded all ambaffadors, the two noble Dukes who fat together 
(Richmond ai^d Mancheflcr) as well as the prefent and the 
late, and the formei, and every Secretary of State, and that 
it went to the moll dangerous purpofes, by giving power to 
three men to call upon perions who were ambafTadors, to 
know what thefe or their clerks had done. Tranfaclions 
meant any thing that was done. 

'I lic Duke of Richmond Hated the purport of the hill, and 
the neceflltv that there was lor a reform in office. This was 
a matter which every nnhle Loid knew, and he was lurprized 
to fee obje 61 :ions, mile «l of amendments, on fuch a fubjefl. 
It was hitherto tlie pt ofoppohtion to take up the caufe 
of the people, to anaign the condudt of adminiHration, for 
ll e hf ivy ts.penccs ot government, and for the venality and 
coniiption ot otlice. Kut the feene was now changed, and 
cppohtion found thcmlelves hurt that there was to be a re- 
foim ot office, and an endeavour to deftroy that which lo 
mech luiuif*; yhc pockets of tlie people If the amendment 
piopoted \yong, the tiue way was to offer thofe which 
would antvficr tr^s pin pole of the bill in a more ample manner. 
'1 o obje6l to a clatS^ ithout odenng a better one, had all the 
appeannee of oppotltjon, merely for the lake of dideiing lu 
opinicn. ^ 

Loid Loun^bhorcugh'KwA, that he had in vain ^r!ved for a 
clauic, which fliould make it in its amended ff^'9 effectual. 
He cenfeffed th it the amendments had now k, totally altered 
the bill, that It appealed quite harmlets ‘hut Hill it wanted 
lome claufe to give power to the Commiffioners to enforce 
obedience to their 01 Jers At prefent vvhen they iffued their 
fummons, the perfon to whorr it was cUiedled, had only to 
leply that he did not chute to obe’^ the call, and that as the 
aft had not enforced any penalty, he pofftfled a legal freedom 
to refufe his attendance 

The Duke of Richmond thought, that refufing to obey an 
aft ot Parinment, wis a mitdemeanour againH the legiflature, 
although there was no compulfory claufe 

Loul Louglborough Imiled, and fliook his head, 

Siormontf in the courfe ot what he had faid, always 
cilled the Commiffioners by the appellation of Inquifitors. 

Lord 
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Lord Sidney faw no more reafon for calling the Comtmf> Lora SW- 
Honers Inquificors, than he conceived there was caufe for 
appreheniion or fear in any of the late Secretaries to dread the 
power of thole Inquifitors. 

If 

Tuefda)\ May 31. 

A conference with the Commons, to receive a printed copy 
of the evidence given at the bar of the Houle of Commons, 
on the Infh piopofitions, 

Fiiday^ ‘J'ine 3, 

It being now moved, that the bill toi imposing a duty upon 

fliops Ihould now be coniiniittd. 

Lord Vilcount Stormont lolc., "i id truPtd to tbe indulgence T oul Vif 
of their Lordlliips, whiL he oHeieJ luJi obltr\atu)ns to 
their attention as liad occurred to him on the tax propofed. It 
appeared to him, in every lelpeiSt, dciogatorj to th it great ind 
leading principle of juflice, and cqualu), wfnch ought to diL 
criminate the entire man igunent ot our finances. He ac¬ 
knowledged the exigencies to which we were reduced, Jt 
was necelTary to accumulate as much to the ticjfuiy as 
poffible,--T. he profpenty of tfie hate was intimately connedltd' 
with Its credit, its credit depended, to a corrain digrre. On 
the probability of leflening the national debt, I|k 1 in piopoi- 
tion as that profpe<£f was real or falie, tins counlu^ vas hi eJv 
tofupport, or lofe its rank and conlequenceapn^g nations 
of Europe He did not wiflt, however, to ^^irv Ibis piin- 
ciple to fuch an unwairantable length'a«»fhar the buidpii^ 
muff be laid on one clafs of individuiK ejclufivcly of othtis. 

He conceived the prelent tax to be alto ktliei a houfe fix 
Their Lordships could not but recolleft tlif't tin t tx on hoiifts 
extorted fromithis body of men much moie thin their flrtre. 

The ihop tax V^^ n addition to that very heavy huidi-ji. 

And he would appeSh^ then Lordfliips, wlicthei it Iitcaine 
them to turn alide from the broad and beaten [>ath of I'lfiice, 
to aggravite the paflions'ot men, who, in then iiumblc litu- 
ation, could hardly earn a cfecentj^yelihood, or at le ifi:, vvbofe 
profits were, of ull others, kifi ahfe to afford any additional 
duties. It had lately becn'fafliiolable to talk of perfoiial 
taxation, in oppofition to that in the language of old 

theorifis, was denominated circuitous taxation. This was a 
mode of raifing money on the fubjedt, by which it was obvious 
who ihould pay, and what was expefted from tbe perfons 
thus burdened. He would not enter into any critical invefti- 
gation on the technical language of fpeculatjve Financiers, 
but It ilruck him, that wheie equality was to be obtained as 
nearly as poflibl^ the more eafiiy any tax could be colJeffed. 

Tins 
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'f his ctrdumftvice ougftt to oporatO m Its AtOof Rat the 
dangfer was* of being iftiiled by this objbdl fronA general to par- 
tictilar fources of taxation. This* at iflVft fight* Was fo fiif 
from being genera!, that no very ettfclnfive body of indiVi^ 
duals would be afiedted by it. 1 his was a very fertile fource 
of objedtion and complaint agamfl: the tax in quefiion. He 
knew not from what motive, but it had lately become a fruit* 
ful topic of oilentatious remark, that the refources of this 
country feemed fo exceedingly inexhauflible, that they only 
who knew them from an acquaintance with all our interells in 
detail* could have any idea or conception of what they were 
capable of producing He was happy, that fuch was the fituatioii 
of our finances. He trufted the projfedl: was not a fallacious 
one* but he could not reconcile a convidtion of it with the 
impofition at prefent m the contemplation of their Lordfliips 
It betrayed* in his opinion* a fufpicion* which he hoped was 
not founded, but which was not by any means favourable to 
the prefent fituation of our finances —He adverted to the 
impolicy of this mode of taxation, which was held forth to 
thole who thought themlclves aggrieved , the hopes of a repeal 
againfl next feflion What was this but an acknowledgement 
of extreme neceflily on the one hand, and the weaknels of 
Government on the other He was none of thofe who re¬ 
joiced m the ♦’ehility of fuch as held the reins of Govern¬ 
ment—He was at liberty to alTume a lincere defire of the 
prolperitj'oA^the Empire, which could not take place, but 
under arT ad^^niftration of energy and weight. This alone 
would eiwble w^em to impofe the huidens of the public with 
equality and imp'S^-ti.^lity — The tax under conlulerntion was, 
in his opinion, flagrantly and obvioufly unjuft 1 hat it would 
fall on the conlumiw, in hib apprenhenfion, only aggravated 
the abfurditv with whjfh the general meafure wjp.rt,hargeable. 
The nature of retail bufinefs run fo much \^o detail* the 
various articles fold, were fold in fuch varjjrr *<qaantities, that 
this way of alleviating the muter wi/ purely ideal Moll 
jieople, at leail miny, would over-r.’ie their goods out of all 
propoition, and tlien the public would pay a hundred fold 
more than the levenue wouhl receiVe —There were, however, 
he would prefume, not a /few w/ lo might not demand more 
than barely would be Ui^ on tax; fo that, in this view 
of the cafe, it would operate, as an impofition on honefly, an 
excitement to extortion. He thought the tax a ve^'y improper 
one, and one altogether inconfiftent with that 1 berality and 
attention to the general fituation of the community, which 
ought to be the great and only rule of raifing money on the 
fuh|e€l.—“He had thus delivered his fentiments with Canfdour, 
and not without reluctance* as he was aware of the exigences 
of the country; and not willing, without indifpcnfable ne- 

ceflity 
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ceflity, of giving any oppoCtion to tneafures which are the 
confetjuence of that exigence He was, at tlie fuire time, ^ 
leady to do his duty,and Reeling himfclf calledi upon to iignify 
Ins diilike of this tax, he hoped he had done it with decency* 

He was not difpofed to make any motion, but would leave 
what he had laid to the confideration of their Lordlhips, 
who, he was fenfible, would give it all the confideration* to 
which It was entitled 

Loid Sirin y believed all their Lord/liips, as well as hinifelf, Loid SiJ- 
W(-re lenfible of tlie very liberal manner in wlm.h the noble 
Loid had fiated his ohje« 5 lions to this tax His Lorddiip 
was not inclined to raife any clamour or popular difturbance, 
by exciting the general diiguft againft the tax on (hops. 

"1 his, he was for one, very willing to give his Lorclfhip full 
credit for, hut it ought not to be foigotten that the noble 
Lord was one in thole councils in which thele exceflive bur¬ 
dens ongiiiated. He would not give the wai any name; 
but evciy man might be fenfible by whom all this cxjience 
hath been created It W'as farther an aukward circumllance 
for his Lo.dlhip, that any oppofition to a mealure which was 
occafiontd only by his J^oidfliip and thofe wlio adted with 
*inm, who was to blame tor exciting an old anu fall friend to 
(fhis country, to become one of us mod inveterate enemies* 

All objedlions, therefore, againd this tax, fri^ fuch a quar¬ 
ter, he hoped would fall light. He infifled, ilbtw.thflaruling 
wlnt had been urged by the noble Loid, tliat Vjp ta\ would 
ultimitcly fill on theconlumer. He wiflied n^^ble Lord, 
and thol(‘ on the fame fide, would take an cx^npl^fiom the 
Mimller, or propoler of this tax. His tnaidy condui^l when 
the receipt tax was brought forvvaid, was a.irximple which 
ought to be followed. He would not enter faither into the 
objedlions^if the noble Lord , they appea/sd to him altogether 
inconclufive, {and he wouid hope they could base but little 
weight with tiW•••JJ^rdfiiips. 

Lord rilbhed, he was utterly unable to fay what rord*;tor« 

connedlion the mod^^ argumentation ufed by the noble 
Lord had with the poi^ in debate. He had fubinitted to 
their Lordfliips his opini^^of which he confidered as* 

iinjufl, partial, and oppreilive, aim thefe are anfwered with. 

What was the origin of tl|g A.m»ican war^ Ihis anfwer, 
ill his opinion, would equallydJfcaf every fuggeftion that 
could be urged on this, or anv other fubjedb which might 
come under the confideration of their Xa^rd^ips* He replied 
to what had been hinted about the matiLiaefs of the Mmifler*s 
condu6l. He hod only juO; hinted diilike, and then voted 
for the tax, but had the meannefs to leave the relponfibility 
of it on ihoutders of thofe not m office* 

Vox. XVllI. T> 
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Lord Loughborotigb referred to a rumour wlucfi he had 
heard, that the tax jn queAion was fupported with the certaiil 
prcjfpedt held forth in public, that it fhould, next feffion, be 
repealed. He was m hopes fuch a rumour was void of all 
foundation, but it feemed not improbable, from what had 
happened in the taxes of laft \ear.—He inftanced in that pait 
of the fuftian mnnufafture, and that relating to the dillilleries 
in Scotland The gentlemen concerned in this valuable and 
flourifhmg manufafture were, fortunately, men of great re- 
lpe» 51 abil!ty, both from the extent of their fortune, their well 
known ability, their univerfd credit, and their private worth 
and integrity, Thcfe gentlemen exerted themielvLS 111 fuch 
a manner as to procure a repeal of this obnoxious tax, but 
had they been in a lower fitintion, and m lefs afiliient cir- 
cumftances, what had been the conftquence? Would not 
this nnnufaflure have been totally and for ever loll to the 
country , the owmers, in all prob ibilitv, ruined , and the mul¬ 
titude of individuals thus employed, driven to emigiare? 
T his dreadful effeft would, he doulited not, be at lealt par¬ 
tially felt fi om the prefent impofition. In tire a£f relating 
to the diflillety of Scolliiul, a claufe had laft year been in- 
feited, by which the Hnclholdcrs of that country were to be 
made refponfible foi then teinnts, and loaded with the pe¬ 
nalty annexed to an illicit ufeof ftills, by any one who renSt 
ed an acre ol iKaeir land. This abfurd law excited the ma- 
giftrates ever|^ where to oppofe it, and it accordingly was 
never exocii^ Nor could any thing have quieted the minds 
©f the ped^-lcjVa confequence of fuch an arbitrary impofttion, 
Jefs thaiin pbiVtive promile of its icpeal He trufted, then 
Lordfliips would'not*forget thefe particulars, when the wif- 
dom which diftinguilhecl the piefent management of our 
finances was ftated or eftimated 

The Lord Chancem>‘^L.o\iS. Thisrlow), faid tl^atoall he had 
heard foi t^^e moll part might be laid or not,JWithout per¬ 
ceiving whether the tax bcftire their Lor(l^!j!f was light or 
wrong Rumours of a very extraordir'^ry nature had been 
faid to be in circulation. It was the/^Arft time he had heard 
of them, and he was not difpofed, 4 o give them any credit 
now they were broiched '*he^'^lmfte^ had been charged 
without any foundation, ip his c/»mion, with a moft impio- 
vident mode of taxalJOif buf'^he would ventuie to fay 
that fuch an idea never enf^re-f his head. He was willing to 
allow that it detradled a little from that honourable Gentle- 
itian’s univerfal knowledge, that he was not perfonally ac¬ 
quainted with every private flill in Scotland, or that his 
acquaintance with the compofition of fuftian was not equal 
to that of the manufti6lurers. To all fuch abatements of re¬ 
futation he w^as willing to fabferibe, and he did not fee 
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tliat the arguments which had been fug^elled by either of th* 
noble Lords, amounted to moie. The duty under their 
Lordfhtps confideration, in his mind, had no poflible con- 
nedlion with thele fort of deduiHiions. How it might operate 
on the emulation ol traders ui an inferior arnl fupenor fitua- 
tion, he thought was not very enhly eflimated. He would 
not avow any luch acquaintance with the detail of that fort 
of bulinefs, as would authorife him to fpeak decidedly on the 
fubjed , but he would Hill lie of opinion, that fhopkeepcrs 
were only the medium of this ta^ ; that it would infenfibly 
iall oil tlie buyers , and that the public would feel it, tom- 
piratively (peaking, no mchgiblt buiden —This wai his opi¬ 
nion of the tax. As to the extending the tax to waiehoules, 
he could not help fufpeding tint part of a noble Lord’s ar¬ 
gument in which It w is tin own out, wns not weighed with 
Ins Lordlhip’s ufual attention and political accuracv. Were 
thefe repofitoiies of comm^tce to be taxed, what would be¬ 
come of our fcxpoits'' 1 hele .ilFordcd great refouices to the 
revenue of this country , and whatever tended to lelTeii or 
diminilh that, it became the wifdom and policy'of govern- 
iiient to avoid 

The Ihll w'as committed 

Petition of the Chunbu of ManufuSlurers of Great Bri¬ 
tain, and of the Giafs IVIanufadureis were leSjd, praying to 
be heaid by themfelves, or couiiftl, againfl tlul Rofolutions 
for adjulliiig the inteicourle between Gieat Bn^a-and lie- 
land. ^ 'S 

The Earl of Carlijle moved, Tliat the petitjohers De heard FarJ «f 
agreeable to the prayer of their petitions, by tliemfelves or 
counfel. 


The Lord Chancellor (Lord Thuilow) ohjeifled to the hear- The LorJ 
ing of counfe’ as it w’as intended lor-tinay , and therefore, ChantclUir, 
moved as an auendment, I lut the Petitioners be heard by 
tliemfelves only. 

The Earl of Gj^'/^^li^vondered at the noble and learned Firl of 
Lord’s objeiSling to the i^nng of the petitioneis in the wav v»rliilc 
they defired, and w’as lik^ile furprifed dwt he fhould ima- . 
gine the healing b\ conulew'oiil!}>fc'iuf^elay\vvhcn it cei- 
tainly was meant tor the lal^of dillatm, as intelligent and 
learned counfel cou'd put tlrS^oi® ^ evidence in fuch a 
train as to ficilitate the bufinefs •SNiCr^ver, he w iflied to know 
of His Majefty’s Mmifteis, what fteps they meant to take 
in the bufineis, and whether it was fettled to hurry it 


through the Houfe without any other evidence than what 
they had from the Commons, or whether they would enter 
into the fubjedt with that cool deliberation, and wiftied-tor 
information, that a bufinefs of fuch magnitude required ? 

D 2 Lord 
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tord Cam- Lprd Camden confe 0 ^, that he did not think the reqneft 
den. altogether decent m the noble Earl, to call on His Majefly’s 
Miniilers m fo pointed a manner to know what they in« 
tended to do; furely he did not imng^ine that any delibera¬ 
tion of theirs weie to di£late to the Houfe, nor did he be¬ 
lieve they had fixed upon any plan, otherwife than to expe¬ 
dite the bufinefs with all ptadiicable difpatch As to the 
hearing of coufel, to him it appeared totally unneceflary , 
and as the learned Lord on the Woolfack Ind faid, merely 
for theufe of pu/vling thecaufe, and occafionng delay , the 
bufinefs had already been four months under confiden- 
tion, and the M.inuf'i 61 urers had teized and tormented the 
Houfe of Commons with a large body of fvidence, which 
was then before their Lordftiips, and ordered to be printed 
to that evidence, thtir Lordlliips could refer md fatisfy the.r 
minds, hut if not, they could hear the ManuFacSluicrs them- 
felves without counfel, and fee whether the evidence upon 
oath agreed with that taken on the^’ word But in fpeaking 
what he had done, he dchred to have it confidered, that he 
did not fpeak as Prefident of the Council, noi as dehveiing 
the fentiments of His Alaiefiy’s Miniftera on the fnbjfcl, for 
he had not converfed with them, but fpokc merely his own 
pn\ ate thoughts* . 

LJTownf- Loid T'oiV/ifye/id find, he was of a fimilar opinion with 
the learned LJrd, that Counfel was unnecelTai ^r 
tirlof The EaAijlf Cathfle laid, he by no means thought he had 
Carliile been gujj^y^f any indecency, or had afked any iRiproper 
queftionfeit llis Majefty’s Minifters, of what was then plan , 
and he ftill thought Mt was their duty to anfvser, and Hate to 
the Houfe any precedent, wkerem petitioneis had been de¬ 
nied to be heard in the manner they dtfired, and m the man¬ 
ner they thought vXijuld be raoft beneficial to thtyr interefts. 
Kiflof The Earl of Sartdivuh uigcd the Houfe to^onfidei what 
SoiJwich. they were doing, and not railily and inc^Fj^rately to incui 
a charge of the grofieft and raoft unf recedented iniuftice 
His Lordfliip faid, he hid lit the lof^eft there of any nonle 
I.ord he faw in the Houfe, and \^s the oldeft Peer of Par¬ 
liament, thre^ ou'iwxce^d, iljpi in exiftence, and he de¬ 
clared he kyaTw not aVinae precident for refufing to hear pe¬ 
titioners by their couaftn wherjAhey prayed to be fo heard, 
and flated m the aUeg;i<.'4(kS^t their petition, that their dear- 
eft mterefts were, in their judgements, in danger of being 
materially affe^led and injured by any nieafutes agitating m 
Parliament. The noble Lord at the head of His Majefty s 
Councils had faid, he knew not that it was neceflary in pome 
of parliamentary nfage, for the petitioners to be heaid by 
their cQunfel, that was not enough, any noble Lord who 
controverted an eftabliihed ufage, was bound to produce a 

precedent 
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precedent for a departure from it, v?henever he took upon 
him to recommend iuch a variation, and he challenged the 
nohle and learned Lord to ftate any fuch precpdent. Upon 
that he was willing to icll the queftioii. His Lordfliip taid» 
the noble and learned Lord’s defire to be confidered as not 
'peaking the language of a Minifter, but that of an indivi- 
nual, wrhile he held the high office of Lord Prefident of His 
Majeify’s Councils, was abfurd and ridiculous Pie could 
not, holding fuch a rtfponfible fituation, fpeak as an mdivi- 
dual. He muft fpeak as a Minifter, unlefs he st the time 
ftited, that Ins advice h id been rejefled, and th it he bad 
bi-cn cithei over-powered or excluded from the Councils, to 
winch the Houfe were alluding His Loidfliip nftuied the 
Houfe, that he came down with not the leaft intention to 
tike any pirt in the debate, but with Ins head ftlltd with 
other matters with which he had been at that time amuftng 
bimlfclf, [a laugh] hut what he had heard had lit him on 
fire , he could not bear to fit filent, and hear fo giofs a \iola- 
Tion of all juftice propoled and lupported Would that 
Houfe ventuie to fay in the face of the woild, th 1^ they would 
not hear the manufa<Skui'“is by their counitl, wdien they pt ly- 
ed to be fo heard ^ With legard to the opinion, that when 
^counfcl were employed they procriftmated and tUla^ed hufi- 
nefs, he would maintain the dneiSt contnry^ l^et tounfel 
come forward with a digefted cafe, and difpitc^'i woald he the 
conlequence. he maiuifaffurers could rot lp<rk for tlicm- 
felves, it was inipofliblt , and would the Ilftufe'liv tin r 
would not hear them at ill? for to that cx^^nt Yould the 
amendment operate. 1 he manufadluress’ mouths weic fliut, 
thev muft come to the bar under the diiection of counfcl, or 
not It all. His I ordftnp allud-'d to the famous Convention 
Tieity, .^nd l.ed, the J'ln.iftcis of thatjilav, though equilly 
averle to tl.Oopi liiiion, wtie wiier llTtn to go the length e>t 
lefufing to lie ,^,rl^fe that petitioned againft the treaty. They 
heard the rr.eichai^. and the. merchants then happened to 
have among them anjWc and an eloquent man, (Mr. Glovci,) 
who managed the buu^fs entirely, and got greit lenowii 
fiom It, but the iTianu\^urei^lnd j^sr-iqch man. Mr# 
Wedgwood was an able a^i defeHin^artlftJSlmt he was no 
oiator he pretended not’lg^ lhejch|ia 61 er. Ilis Lordftitp 
concluded Wfith faying, he ha)|fid *'j»“the Houfef, for its own 
honour, would hear the tnanufaeWFers by their cou'nfel. 

The Lord (lanccllot replied, and direi^ed his arguments to ThtlmA 
a proof that it lay entirely in the difcretion of the Houfe to Chancdler, 
determine how they would hear petitioners, whether by them- 
feives and counfel, or either way. His Lord/hip drew a 
dift;in£tion between petitioners m defence of iheir private 
rights and intereds^ and petitioners on public queftions of 

policy* 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785, 

policy. In the former cafes, fucli as that alluded to jn de- 
Lare, where a canal and a coal-pit had been mentioned, un¬ 
doubtedly it would be the extreme of injuftice to refufe to 
liear petitioners in any way they thought would be moft ad¬ 
vantageous for themfelves and their calc, but, in his opinion, 
the matter was different where, as jn the prefent inflanc^ 
the pctitioneis grounded their petition on a lubjf*(5l of public 
concern, luch as the Ijftcm of airangement adjufting with 
Ireland There, it was an affair of great political magni¬ 
tude, and fiich is the dilcretion of the Houle ought to be 
rxercifed upon m the moft unicftrairied manner. His l.ord- 
ihip controvert d nnd laughed at Loid SandwMch s opinion, 
thairounfel rather tmded to accelerate the bufinels thev were 
concerned in, than piocrallinatc it. That, he laid, vv i:> not 
the vulgar opinion, moft; people thought bulinefs more lie- 
ir]uctitly dclavcd by pifling tliiough liuli learned hands, than 
(juickenrd He i« ul, he ccrtiinly was not fulllcieiitiv a 
iiiafter of the forms of tlie Houfe, to be able to cite auibo- 
iitics cithei one w IV or liic oth( r, but in what he had done, 
he Ind been wan iiitcd bv the liift authority, in lelpfdl to 
pailiimentaiy foirn, in the kingdom He hid inquired as 
To the ufage, md the authority he alluded to had -liTurod 
him, It w IS pulnmentaiy, ind he would add, he was perfinJ-^ 
« d It was ’caloyible, th it the Iloule Ihould, in fuch a calt as 
thf prefent, e^Tci^e its diicietion. With regaid to the pe- 
«.uliar vi\ ici^'W ith winch , noble Farl, in ilie commence- 
nirnt of h ui put the queftioii to Admiiiiftration, 

and afkttl^wb^ Hit line ot coiuludi: w\s, they meant to pur- 
fne in icfpeft to thi •juelcnt bulinefs ? be begged to hue it 
iindtrftood that Ik Ipoke rot .is a Mmifler, nor did he fee 
occaflon lot arn one Loid in that chari6lei to anlwer a 

a 

queftion put in lo ipj^htlv n d fo pleafint a manner, be- 
cinle i^ot an\ noble Lord had i light to confidei the prefent 
lefohitioiis as a mealuit of AumlnlftratlonJ|^«i■P^lev came up 
to that Houle as a proceeding of the I^jufe of Commons, 
and the Houfe of Commons, at the c^ference they had de¬ 
fied hft T ucfday, bad deliveitd a y^opy of the rtfolutions, 
with the Report^ JJH^Cour/’il, minutes of the pro¬ 
ceedings on wd^b Wie Imded |p e refolutions, and all the 
other necelTiiT documc |is |'■o iriJ^nTm their Lotdlliips fully, 
upon what thi relolutio ounded. 

The Earl of Sandwit-h role to defend his allertion, that m 
Ins opinion the employment of counfel rather tended to pro¬ 
mote difpatch thin delay, upon which he faid the noble and 
learned Lord had endeavoured to call a Ilur, He would, 
neverthelefs, repeat the aflertion, and he begged leave to re¬ 
mind them of the cafe of the Greenwich Hofpital inquiry, 
iqflitut^ by a noble Duke, and conducted without aid of 

coupfel. 
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counfel. The merits of that inquiry ti Lor«^iliips all 
knew, lay in a nutfhell, aii.l \ « ,v I'v i* * vim niel 

to digeft the plan and condi.s < ^ n,, 1 > • J i'i*ee 

and twenty days. His Lotvi/'i'p ifd In'. u^u- 

ments, and after llren no nil \ i i ;iiig t) -ilt* t nai . coti- 
fideration of what was due to then own oigni v in.) t,» the* 
juftice of their judicial ..nd legiflaiive proceedings not ro 
iully their fame, and dilgrace their char ifVer is a Houfe of 
Parliament, by doing what he cfiallenged any one I.ord in 
the Honfe to Ihevv a precedent lor, his Lonlftnp declaied, it 
the amendment was perfllul in, he would tike the lenfe ot 
the Houfe upon it 

. Lord Loug/jlof bcgvi his fpeech, with de<^hi.ng, that Ld Lough- 
it had gnen him CNtreme pun to have heard .1 m'^tion ot io ooraugh. 
cxtraoidinary a mture, made upon ano^'htr m non a inot'on, 
peifeiflly regulir and foiniil a moiioo iir the lame time, 
reipt6ltul in its Hngingi-, and buili < ” the il’oiyr tounn wion 
of u(age, fuppoited in th mauntr that a li d Iw the 

noble and lent nod Lord at the laul of Hi^ \l s Co incils. 

Wis It polfiblc tor tint noble ind 1( irned T/Onl... uouily to he 
of opinion, th it it was confiflont t IlJ^^ r w.ih ro nihon d. t' ncy, 

01 with that fan and equit ihio conf dt r ui >n, wlin,Ii tliat 
Houfe as a Chamber ot Paili mv -a nt ill invf, piofditd, and 
which It was the duty of that IIouls is i Cinm ni of Par¬ 
liament at all times ro hold for the viTn.tial ii\t<'tils of the 
iubje£t, to deny Petitioneis, alledging, tint cer^jun nn afuresi 
of government of the utmofl ackuo\\lcdg“vl inip;jrt,mcc then 
pnidi.ig oe^oj" the Ldgifl iture, would in t'lf ir ijfJcr^ion and 
effect, it made into law, prove extremely onr ^ n* il/to their 
interefis, and praying to be heard by tTv-riLi (S i.id their 
Counleh in fupportof theiralhgations, the opuoi unity of being 
heard by their Counfel, and to oblige them to rcll ilic.r cafe 
entire!), on what they wcie aMe to iLlJfe theuiff Ives? 'Ihe 
nolile and Iciriiel Lord on the wool fa ok. had la,d down a 
diflndtion, whiC kf* had for the fnft time heard, hut winch, 
in Ins opinion at leaffj<»as no argument agiinlf: tlic mo’^ion, 
it flood originally. i!|he noble and learned Lord hul fard, 
that in cafes of private rigV» undouhtcdlv, the fuhjcft pen- 
tiornng to he heard by hinfclf aaij^his/f^untW npifl he fo 
heird, ind that it would beAighljrLnj/ft for CT^icr Houfe 
of Pailiament to deny the pn^^ of|iicl a petitida, but that 
where the fubjtdf was of a pulm^jjjpwre, that in Aich cafe it 
liy in the (flfcretion of the Houfe to determine in wh .t mode 
the Houfe would hear the petitioner, whether by himfelf, or 
by his counfel. Even upon the ground of this difnndtioii, 
and admitting that the Houfe might, in fotne cafes, exercife 
Its power in contradiftinftion to its right, reafonably and 
equitably confidereJ, hisLordfhip faid, the prefciit petitioners 

ought 
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jbuglit to be heard, becaufe it was their private interefts that 
prompted tlsem to petition; it was in order to con/ince the 
Houfe, that the interefts of their manufaiSlures, of themfelves, 
and ot their iamihes, and the interefts of the numerous ma- 
nutatturers, who were employed by them, and of their fa¬ 
milies, would be materially and detrimentally afFeiSted, if the 
refolations of the Houle of Commons, grounded oil the Iiilli 
propolitions palled into a law. They came not there as 
petitioners to be heard upon any public topic, they profefled 
not either a wilh or an ability to give the Houfe information 
on the political part of the queftion befoie Parliament, they 
had not maiurefted the finalleft defire to be heard by them- 
felve^ oi thcr counlc,! on the Navigation a<£l:, on the trade 
laws refpcdlino il-c l-aft and Weft Indies, noi on the quan¬ 
tum, whaievci It might be, of the hoicditaiy levenuc ot Ire¬ 
land, which this country had bten tauglit to look for as a 
Compcnlation lor the fuircndei to Ireland of a ftiate of hei 
commercial advantages, which Ihe was about to make; they 
had not the moft dift mt incliiiatioii to enter into any dilcufiion 
of the gcnenl polity ot the cafe, all they wanted, and all 
they alked foi, was, to be permitted to ftite to flie 
in the beft inannei that the nature of the thing w^ould admi”, 
the prelent lituation of their own manufidluies, and the 
circumrtmce^’that induced them to feel alarm and difmay, 
left the refolbitions, when palled into a law, ihould injure, 
and even ffL’'i’'ger the rum of the raanufaiflvics thev at this 
time caj,iiccl on, . nd, toi God’s fake* would that Ilouh, 
under luch cirt i.iuii nice'', oblige tliMn to be filent? for, to 
deprive them of the benefit of being heard by counfel, was 
to all intents anrl puipofes ordenng them to be lilent, HiS 
Lordlhip dclLantcil in glowing ttrmson the injuftice and 
opprelfion of Inch c^mdudf. Ht fa*d it was adling m a raoie 
arbittary manner than e\en the Govirnment of 1 mice, the 
moft tyrannical country m hurope h-^^di^'Tentured ta adl in 
a notdnous inftance, where her wilj^-obvioufiy had been to 
carry bei point. He explained, d^at the inftance he alluded 
to was tint inftitu^^on o^(a Court of judicatuie, in 

•Which It tOj^abolifli counlel; the conle- 

qutnee vfa&,no bulinlls IroceLdpl, the attoinus, when called 
on to ftatoi^ orally tlw’^ cafes, refufed to utter a fyl- 

lable m compliance wntl^ne order, admitting th»t they had 
teen furniftied with pajieis com eying to them every neceflary 
InfiarmatJon, but that tliey dared not open their mouths re- 
« fpedltng their contents, that it would be adling contrary to 
tl\eir oaths, and that fpeaking was not their function and vo¬ 
cation. What was the conlequence^ armed w ith all the powers 
and oft the defpotifm of that Governoicnt^ the Court would 

not 
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not venture to go on, and the deOgn was obliged to be aban¬ 
doned; the grolinefs of enforcing a meafure io violent, and 
fo manifeftly repugnant to every principle of realon, common 
fenfe, and common juflice, ftiuck Fiance fo forcibly, that 
llie daicd not hazard the attempt, and it went no farther. 
And would that Houfe, as a Chamber ot the llritilli Parlia¬ 
ment, iifque doing whit the govcinmtnt of I ranee dared 
net hazard^ His Foidihip took notice, that a matter had, as it 
were, flipt from the noble and learned Lord, which, he was pei- 
fuaded, the noble and Icained Lord, from hu faniiiiarity with 
the practice of Paibament, and from his perte£l knowledge ot 
tlie niturc or evidence, could not have wilhed to hive heel it 
undeiilood, that he was reidy to Hand up and fuppoit. hat 
he alluded to was, loiutthing lik-* i (nggcftion thit the vo- 
hitrc called Mmutes ol cMdenec taken befo e i Committee 
“ of ilic Houfe ot Commons,” dchseiM into Ins l^oidlhip*!* 
hands It the confcience with the Commons, w is in any lenle 
oftliv. woid, cvidtnct, or ht ground foi that lloula to rely 
upon and rtlort to, as mafer of guidance tor its piotccJing. 
'lb’ noble and learned l^ord well knew, that, it wa, in a 
puliiniwiirmy lenle, nothing more thin a\olum ot memo- 
tindoms of the nimcsot luch niinotufluit 1 > is had been 
i il'cd btio’"- a Committee ot the Houle otConmons, and 
though the Commons it tli conftience liad di lutn «1 to his 
1 otdihip (omothing itioic than ftri6t firm t ^^u icd, )tt the 
noble and learned Lord well knew, th it no p ur ot the volume 
could be looked into by the Hou! -,01 it loited ty ,«?is «. \ iJt ace ; 

0 i the conti iry, that it was to be confiderc 1 ij*i meje index, 
a 111 if occa^on uole, to afceitain any ta^t ftitul in fhe pagf ■> 
ft nnttei joined to the names of the manufactuieis, ol which 
tb volume was to be conhdered as a incmoi uid”m, that the 
piiticuhi manuf idlurcr, undei whole name the ta<A was 
lilted, mull be called to the bar and exailiinwJ upon oath, ac- 
couling to the judicial form pccutiu to the llou'e, as to the 
p.iticular tac.1 111 <]?e^fl.iou. Knowing,as he did, and having 
the lincercll legard folSjLe noble and learned Loid, a itgiiil 
w Inch no circumftance politic il natuii. had evri diftu*'bed. 
In t which he bad umforrn^ preterved, t»* rss^a conlciouliiels • 
ot the relpc6l and venerati^ duello yh" nobi*yind Icained 
I ord’s chatatSlei, it had beel^with cl<tr|me auxitJify,*aMd with 
fvtiii.ic rcgiet, that he hac^l^iji fcom his rq^uth an ex- 
p.cflion thit he waspeiluadtd waHrliolly unwatuntab’e. If he 
had not milconceived the noble and learned Loid, he had fa d, 
that the manufadlurers had, tor thie^ months togethei, teizeil 
and toimented the other Houle of Parliament, and that he law 
no necelfitj for lullei ing them to tei/e and torment that Houle. 
He was perleilly allontihed that the noble and learned Lord 
" VoL. XVIIL A Ihould 
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bave fui^ed pcirnicious prfi^jtidice fo far to entwme 
idel^ Atid warp ht^ fair and oftididi mind, as to allow him- 
felf to argue a pnori, and to that the manufadbirers 

'VTilhed to teize and torment the noufe. His Lordflnp dwelt 
on the cruelty qf putting fuch a conftrudlion on the a< 5 i;ions 
of men rcfpcCTable in their charadlers, praife-worthy m their 
puriuitSy and jufl and honourable m the line of condudl they 
had held refpefting the Infli Pr^ofitions. Was it recollect¬ 
ed who the petitioners were ? That they confifted of a body 
of men, of all others the bell entitled to the refpeCt and pro¬ 
tection of that Houfe; a body of a men, who by their m- 
duftry, by then ingenuity and labour, had inllituted manu¬ 
factures of an extenfive nature and that contiibuted m the 
moll elicntial manner to the commeice, the prolpciity, the 
revenue and the wedth of their counti y ? Was it known 
that there w'as one man, Mr. Wedgwood, who was entitled 
in an eminent dcgiec to the kindcft attention on the part of 
Parliament, and the moft afleClionate regard on the part of 
his countrymen, a man whofe linglc meats would infinitely 
outweigh thole of thi^ ildmimlhation, of the laft, of the ad» 
miniftration' preceding it, and of many that went before 
that^ Polled againfl lurh merit, Minillcrs, and Anti-minif- 
ters would together k,ck the beam ; he was, he faid, an indi¬ 
vidual, who to tlic moft cNtraoidinary talents united the moil 
extraordinary alllduity and induftry, and by dint of uncom¬ 
mon Ikill, and pcrfevei ance, had ftruck out a new and original 
manufiiCluKV n manufaCkure unknown to this or any other 
country beforeJMr.Wcdc wood invented it, but which had now- 
extended*^ tlelf to the ipoll dillant corners of the globe. And was 
fuch a man as Mr. Wedgwood, when he came to Parliament 
and played to be allowed by himfelfand by lus counfel to Hate 
in what manner his manufaClurc would be alFeCled, if the refo- 
lutions relative to tk^: commercial arrangement with Ireland, 
ihould pafs into a lav.—was fuch a man to be told, ** no, we 
tvon’t hear you by your counfel; come tiii the bar yourfelf, 
and Hate your cafe Mr.Wedgwood cptild not Hate his cafe ; 
he knew all the information that Wj^^attached to it, and in 
a converfatlon m^pnvate room, IjO could moll intelligibly 
communicate vt^Duthis mint Ihut his mouth; in con- 
fequence of^his educa^iore of hiis*,habits of life, of his appli¬ 
cation to pafticular objeCl|, he sn^s difqualified from executing 
the office of a Barriller.- iX^ere was fomething fo arbitrary, 
fo tyrannical, fo enormoully unjufl, m fuch conduCl, that he 
would not believe the Houle could be guilty of it. He had 
before admitted, that there were cafes in which the Houfe 
had the power to deny Petitioners the privilege of being heard 
by their counlel, and that they would be jufiified in refullng 
to hear Petlclraiers by counfel; he be^ed leave to retra^ 
“ that 
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that admii&on. The Houie neither po 0 efled the power noib 
the right to refufe complying with fuch a prayer. The 
lloufe could not, the Houfe dared not refufe it. It was 
the natural coitflitutional claim of the ful>je<fl, and It was 
not m their dilcietion, a£liiig judicially, and with their 
hands on their breafts, to deny any petitioner who prayed 
to be heard by counfcl, fuch Ins prayer. In the pieient 
cafe, they muft hear the petitioners; they could i:\ot do €o 
harfh a thing as mur/Ie the counlel ot the manufacturers^ 
in order effectually to exclude the latter from the putpofe 
they aimed at, that of giving the Houle all the infoimation 
in their power on a matter immediately and deeply impli¬ 
cating their private, their perfonal, and then deareft intereils. 
This, the noble and learned L.oid at the Head of llis Majefty's 
Councils knew fo well, that, he w is peiiuadcd, he muft have 
felt inhnite pain, wh<-n he had brought himfeJf to avow, that, 
tl eie was neitliei any neceffity for the manufacturers being 
heard by then counlel, nor any propnety in then being fo 
heard on the prefent occaflon. His Loidfhip ^ook notice of 
what had been laid by Lord Townfliend relitive to delay, 
dcclaiing that he agiced With the noble "V ifcount, that the 
deciding on the relolutions ought not to be delayed, but than 
It fhould on every account be brought to an ifTue in that: 
Houfe with all leaionablc difpatch. 'lhat howevei, was not, 
he faid, any aigument againfV the manutaClureis being heard 
by then counlel, and lo far was he ftom thini irg th it Ireland 
would feel herlelf etatified, if this count! y w ere <»neinly, and 
fxom paltiw fear of creating pique on th" other^lide ot St» 
Oeorge’s Channel, by putting the iihpaiicnce of Ireland a 
little longer to the ten, to llur over the bulinels, and to come 
to a vote'without having fiift lillenrd to the manufaCluieis, 
that he was convinced fhe would h»ld us in a inoif con¬ 
temptible 1 ght, if we adopted any fuch temporizing mode of 
conduct on a great political quellion. The heft way to ccHfl- 
vince Ireland of our intentions to a<^ fairly and generoufly 
by her was to aCt lit* a manly, open, and upright way; td 
afTure her of oui wiiiies to take care of her interefts, bv 
fhewing her that we had tb&>,fenfe and the prudence fiilt 
to take care of our owu. This and this onjy could re¬ 
commend our conduct to^en df utiderltandiog and difcem- 
ment. With regard to delay, hone had yet been occafioned 
in that Houfe, and none,^e was perfuaded, would be fofiered, 
in confequence of the manufa^urers being permitted to be 
heard by counfeL His Lordfhip find, be was in the habit of 
t^arding the profeflion, from Which he had derived the 
bitential advantages he enjoyed, in no other point of vienr# 
than that of honour and oHYeputation. He could not brine 
himfelf to regard it otherwife; he therefore defired ths HouiS 

^ at 
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to underAand, that he was not of opmton, that the employ¬ 
ment ofcounfel generally tended to piocraAination. He had 
known one or two mllanccs only, m which it had produced 
that eJFedl, but it wa^ held by the profeffion to be fo dif- 
hononrable to engage to Ijieak againA time, that m thofe 
cafei. to which he alluded, it had required a long excrcife and 
difplay of the ArA talents and abilities, to recover chaiaiSler, 
and gtt the better of the ddgiuce and degradation incurred 
in the eyes of the Bai, by ha\ing condefccnded to adl m fo 
unwoitby a mann*i. To put it bov\e\er out of difpute on 
the prefcnt occafion, he was leady to pleilge himfelt to the 
Houle, tliat no gentleman of ibe bar, who fhould be en- 
tiuAed with the caufa ot the manufaiSlureis, would dcvi.itf 
from tir proper topic of les^al aigument and tiavel out of 
the calc ( f his client into diicuAions or obfer\ations upon the 
genelal policy of the intended fyAem ot anangrment; it 
theY attempted it, the HouU would have jt in tluir power 
to check the gentlemen and confine them to what was pr j- 
pcily then luhjevSl. He illaflriti.d his mtaning by lining, 
that the couufcl who might be empK>ved to fptak on behalf 
of the glafs mauufaftuie, Aiould be confined to Ipeak upon 
what concerned tint manula^Fluie only. Having liatcd this, 
he took notice ot the Loid Chancclloi^s decJaraticn that the 
jeloIiUions weie not to be confideitd cithei as the meafure 
of iVIiniAci , or of any one f.oid, but as coming up to that 
Hou^e fi iiU tfi’ Hotile at Commons, who h.id made them 
kitwwii to tlicir LorclAups at a confcicnce. This, he faid, 
\\ as no ir'iAm'^nt that they were not a meafuic of Admimf- 
r iti Jii. Ls vloubtodly.tbey were. He then went into a leries 
of icafoning, to fijtw tlic vai ctv e>f flaapc s they had aflumed, 
fiorn tlu' pci mil cf thi Kn jiiopolitions having been fiiA 
moaed by the ?tf ictaiy to the Loid [ icutenant of lieland, 
in the 1 loule ot Conhnons ot that kingilom, to their being 
^teJ in then picieat foim m the Biitifli,Houfe of Com¬ 
mons iaA Monday, lie laid, it was evident from the com¬ 
plexion of the ti-ii prcpofjt'ons mov^^by Mr, Oide, that, 
whoever tin y oiiginittd with, tlie aufiioi of them hid drawn 
them undc! i complct® ignoiancc of the nivigation a£l, of 
the nituic of 5/ai trade to tiBe Eathand WeA Indies, of the 
particular ciicumAances undei vvinjrl! a great part ot our com¬ 
merce was earned on, and of^aijiy iinpoitaiit topics, to which 
It was highly neceAary to advert m the formation ot a fyAcm 
meant to Iw the permanent arrangement of commerc al in- 
tercoufe bctw&cn the two countries for the futuie. In the 
courfe of p.airiiaj through the Houfe of Commons, a great 
variety of alreiations lud been introduced, all of them teiuhrg 
veiy tenfiibly to improve and amend the original propofitions. 
The firA appearance of tlje neceMty of great improvement and 

alteration 
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alteiation that cou ]<3 l>e ti«ced, Was to be foutld in the Report 
of the Comniitlee of Pitvy Council, and arofc from the d»f- 
cemment and lagacityof an honouialde fiiend of hi"?, ‘uhoi^ 
acquaintance and himiJiarit} v ilh the political and coiumer* 
ciil Loncerns ot the kingdom wcie well known, lii- faid he 
lud no kruplc to name the gtntl man to whom I\«. illudeJ: 
Ide raf uit ^.lr. J^nk nfon. i hat f*/ ntl< man hid fnft pointed 
out, tliat wi their loofe a.ul gt.n»,ial loim, the jiropoiitions 
t mdd not pals, wjihout pio' inj cxtienitly pie^udicial to the 
deaicft luttnh'' ot tlub I iiK^Jorn, confdercd v ith .1 Mew to 
tilt n i\ ’ lu'1 <t to 011 tiih'lixss, to oui minfuTluics, 
irid thf 1 V in «. both of <iuat hiiiun and licln h A va- 
liny ol alteriiions hadfioin true to tin.c be n lirgi/ltJ in 
the iloufe-'t Commons, but iiukrd the h ft and mod f( nfibV 
comment uocn whit Ind pafitd, w is <01 tuned in i paper 
whulihchtJd in his hind, tlic anti or of which ht kne.v 
not, but AN ho had v ly ,udicioiif1y miik tie' rii>,inal piopo- 
iitioW'*, ind the itlolutions m tli ir diil rent 11 ite* ot amend¬ 
ment and iltct ition, o[ rite i-. c( nucniin - upon each 
othi.r. Ill ] ip 1, his 1 o dftiip 11 d, w I i h v>jiJiidt ftate- 
ment in p ii ilj I ci luiniw of tl e f\\f n o leiii J piopobtiom, 
as movid by Mr. Oidei' i the ^ihot ] d lu ii\, md \( ted by 
the Iiifh Hoiiir of C'ominons on th« i >ih, ol the imcnded 
propolnions !«“ Hid bctoie the Untifti Honk of Commons by 
the JM'mltc on flu 12th ol \lav, in tie fix pt ol tigli^'ceu 
piopohtion , ot the ciehte‘'n ufnl uions ol tlie Commilti: , 
a uport I to tl t Ihafect C )*imon, hll V^oudiy; and 
liftl\,ol t’c itntiin of the ori’mil piopo'^itu ns, ^ Hcic at 
oils'* Mcw th-'whol w IS lr<-n, inthifiiftpciu dh oiiginal 
PhcEHM, 1' the next, tie Hi't t bird et the fanrMiius, but 
ot i difleunt Ij c us, th t aroli lr<'m r h e,, in th^ third, 
ot that binl ivith addition il f him ig , n^tht loiirtli, t''c fume 
bird wingid and dilcoloured Itoin th" t irci mftance c f having 
had fomc of its fca^heis pli»cl cci ovit ot its tail, and in the 
1 ift, a carefi 1 collciSlion ot lo nuu '1 >1 thi plumagr as ma'krd 
01 chai idtiin-d thi pgcft l^iaiiM' After Ipoitmg f-»r a 
minute or t \o Vith thi** iJt u he ni tdc lon»t pointed < hfor- 
\ation? on th«- oln.rm f i6t thar*in i icidf<1 j ropr hiions 
tlitic w»_ie no His thin fo’*i of them t • htiiy pew, ih 
ftated a*- then ] rc mile, th-ft^t w is fllcntial, that fo and lo, 
&,c. 11“ next lugi^efted lome rem uks upon ihe-w^aknefs of 

a Mmiftci who could betray his want of knov/ledge upon 
the moft important national topics in fo fh imclul a manner, 
m the progrefs an I conduiSl: of a mealnre ot luch immense 
nivignitude, and after pointing out the abfui di^^yot mftituting 
an iiiquny into the lubjeift before the Comiuittei of Privy 
Co ncil, fabfequtnt to the rao^ng of the eleseii ounnil 

pro- 
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propofittons in Ireland, his Lord 0 ^ hmted at his Intention 
whim the day of difcninon casne, to go into a full mvelli- 
gation of the diffisrent refolutiom^ to examine them mdivi^* 
dually, and colie^ively, to ftate his opinion upon the whole, 
and to point out what in hi > judgement remained to be done 
farther to meliorate and improve the refolutions. Having 
completed this part of his Ipeech, he reverted to the mam 
obje£l of it, and added farther aiguments to convince the 
Houle, that on every giound of good fenfe and reafon, of 
decency and candour, and raoft orall, of juftice, the manu- 
ia£tuters had a fair and undoubted claim to be heard in the 
manner which they thought moft advantageous to them- 
felves, and that to lefulc lo to hear them, would degrade the 
dignity, tainiih the honour, and impeach the equity of thtir 
Lordlhips* pxoceedings, whether confidtred as aiSting in a 
l^illative oi a judicial capacity. 

XarlOrntf. Earl Gowtt contended that there weie precedents for re- 
fuiing to hear petitioners by their counfel, to be found at 
leaft in the Jouimlsot the Houfe of Commons, if not m 
thofe of their Lordfliips; but as the manufaiStures earned on 
'by the petitioners were ot great importance to the country, 
ahd the mterelU of the Petitioners were material to them- 
felves, he faid, he ihould incline to vote for having it put to 
their option, to be heard in what manner they thought moft 
to then advantage. His Lordlhip added, that had his advice 
refpedting Ireland, which he had given in council fome yeais 
hnee, l^een follovced, theie would not have occurred the 
difficulty that now. prelented itfelf, nor would either Houfe 
of Pailiament have experienced the tiouble and expence of 
time, that the fubieift had coft them, and was likely to coft 
them, m the pieient feffion. It was to the negleift of thofe, 
who ought to have attended to his advice at the time it was 
given, that the whole was to be attribatfd. 

LordCbaa- The Lot d Chancellor contended that he was ft ill at ilTae 
celiou upon the queftion, that it lay in the difcrction of the Houfe 
to fay m what mannei they would hear petitioners. His 
Lordftiip took notice of what Lord Loughborough had faid 
refpefl:ing-t!l\e perfon with whom the firft eleven propofitions 
had originated, and faid, the Houfe ought to view the matter, 
as it now llpod, diftmft froirf^*any conftderation of the mover 
of it origitiatly; they ought to ieparate the peifon of the 
one ftom the particular points of the other. He ftated upon 
what motive is was that he con&nted to give way, and 
withdraw his motion, declaring he was not the leaft altered 
in hiS opinion by any argua»nt% however imperatively ftated, 
by the noble a^ul learned Lord wl»> had fpoken fo lately. 
Has defended hi» Ibrnter argument, by laymg, he 

t had 
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had im:(gioed thei^t^ufadtiiiers would haik coioi^to aj$(t WV 
with their cafe digelled, and committed to paper^ as was air¬ 
ways cufeomary; in which cafe the aid of cdufical would 
have been of little ufe. 

The original queftion was at length put and carried. The 
petitioners were to be heard by themfelves and their counfeh 

Tuf/day, June 7 . 

Lord Stey mant moved, “ That an humble addrefs be pro- 7 ^rd Stor- 
fented to His hlajefty, humbly to befeech Hn Majefiy that ®“*** 
he will be giacioufly pleiled to give direflionj* that theie 
be laid liefoie tins Houfe an account of all aiticlas ot Inlh 
confumption charged in Ireland with an intern d duty on 
** the maniita£lure, or a duty on the material. Hating and 
‘‘ diftinguidling the fevtral duties.” 

This occalioned a debate of near an hour, between the 
Lord Chancellor, the Lord Pielidcnt, Lord Loughboi oiigh, 
and Lord Effingham. 

The Lo) i Chofiullor objeflcd to the motion in point ofllieLorJ 
form, declaring he believed no fuch paper was in cxilhncc, t-h<iweUpr 
and that the index to the Irilh revenue laws would fully in- 
fwer the purpofe. 

Lord Loughbot Qttgh dated the probable utility of the paper, Lord 
as without It they could not fie w'hat at ticks the fridi intci- * 
ml duty would opeiatp upon as a piohibition, and what not. 

His Lorddijp put the inftances of beer, fugars, and ladies* 
ihoes. At length the motion was negatived. ' 

Lord StQttnont next moved, that Mr. Peele,iMc. Walker, Lord 
Mr. Richardlon, and twenty-fix more of the w^t^efles, ex- Stoimont. 
aminod before the Houfe of Commons,* attend the Houle. 

This wis oppofed by the Lord Prejidenty as a motion cal- Lord 
culatcd merely for procraftination and delay. His Lorddiip P*«fi**** 
alfo faid, that though he certainly diould not objeiSl to the 
hearing of any of the manufa^urers who dcfired to be heard, 
yet he did not coifceive the Houfe ought to make them at¬ 
tend compulforily. His Lordfhip faid, the manufadliurera 
had at firft been under a miftake, but the Houfe of f\>rn- 
mons had cleated it up to them, and they were now pcifeiSUy^ 
iatisfied. * ^ 

The Lo> d Chancellor fupported his Lordfhip'x obyedlioxi, tvrd 
ufing a fimilar argument, and ftating, that as the manufec*^ chai>«tor, 
tureis had not petitioned to be heard, it was £ur to conclude 
they did not wifh it. 

After feme converfation the queHxon was put, and nega«* 
tjved. 


T MK* 
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kord ‘Xord Stirthont then ihoved, that tlie Irt(h Aatutes for the 

Stormont. .Jafi thiity<'£ve yearsi to jjoake the Houfe fet complete, be 
ordered.^ 

This wa< alfo negatived. 

ThcDukf The Dnke of JPottland prefented a petition againil the re- 
oH^oftland. folutions, from the glafs manufadlurers. It was received, 
read, and referred to the Committee on the refolutions. 

At length the order of the day was read for going into a 
committee on the refolutions on the fubjedt ot an airange- 
ment of a commercial intercourfe with Ireland, when Lord 
Scarfdale took the chan, and th<=‘ clerk proceeded to read the 
refolutions, aftt r winch tlic Houfe v/aired, whiK* ^Ir. Cowper 
was in fearch of the copy ot the eleven propofitions voted 
by the Parhament of Irehiid, and laid before the Houfe ori¬ 
ginally, togethir with tho addieffes of the Indi Houle of 
Lords and the Inih Houfe of Commons. 

Lwd After an interval of loine ininatu«, f.orJ Stormont rofe, 

Stormont, conhdeied it as no ill omen that the paper con¬ 

taining a copy of the eleven liifli propjfitions was no wheie 
to be mund* Thinking a > he did of their tendency, it Ihould 
not be his office to diag them again into light; and indeed 
fo imwdcome a talk he hud no o^'cafton to undertake the cxe- 
cut'on of, as he fa\v a aohle I.ord neai him, who, no doubt, 
was ready with his ufual ability to Hand up and fupply the 
^ deficiency. His Lordihip fai.l, the noble Lord would pro¬ 
bably explain to the Committee the reafons which hail in¬ 
duced Admimflralion to abandon the eleven Iiifh piopofitions 
originally 6pefitd to the Houfe of Commons, md to piopofc 
refolutionc fo different in their form, and lo dillindl m their 
principle, as thofe then under confideration. 

Loid Sydmy laid, he was a little aftomflied that the nolile 
Sjdacy Vifcount fliould have called upon him to fupply a deficiency 
which he did not conceive the Committee expcifletl, or any 
individual Lord had a right to call for at his hands. He cei- 
t^inly fhould decline the talk the noble ’^ilcount had been 
fo good as to affigii him, not being by any means prepan d 
to go into detail upon the fub^eifl, not thinking it properly 
•the bufinefs before the Committee, and not being at all deli- 
rous of faying any thing, from a wiih that nothing he might 
accidentally lot fall fhould, through mifconflrudlion or ni.l- 
reprelentatioii, be made ufe of to the prejudire of the two 
countries. His Lordihip faid, that poffibly the noble Vif- 
count, and thole with whom he a6fed, might think them- 
felves entitled to call upon, him to explain a^y thing they 
piofefled to entertain doubts of, and upon his declining to 
comply with their requilltions, might deem him unworthy 
of the iltuatiOa which he had at that time the honour to 

* '■ 1 - _ 1, 
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hold. He'coaU only by, if fucli Ihould be Ihelb lalt!£>eiit<< 
that his fltuation was not of his feckingv ctmffnoiis as he 
was of the extreme detriment that might arife from a 
reprefentation of any thing that might drop from him, he 
certainly would not turniOi an opportunity for the inconve¬ 
nience and danger to which he alluded. [Jnil as Lotd Syd¬ 
ney approached the conclufion of his fpeech, the paper that 
had been iniilaid) was found at the bottom of the Ik>x. It 
was accordingly read, together with the Addrelfes of the 
j.ords and Commons of lieland, and the petitions and other 
papers that had been lefeired to the Committee appointed by 
tlieit Loidiliips. 

Loid Stotmont faid, he had only to lament to tlicir Loid- 
fliips the diladvantage to which they would be reduced by 
the lilence of thole iii ojEBce. lie held it to be a conduit at 
once unpiecedented and unjultiliahle, that a mealute of this 
extenfive and lafting confequence fliould he jitelented to then 
l.,oidlliips with no expl.'nation wh.itevei. He lliould a\Old 
detail in vilnt he w is now to Hate, but in cver,y paiticulai* 
their Loiillhijis would how this ftrange m inner of bring¬ 
ing foiwaid the buiinets einbaiiaded and clogged their con¬ 
ceptions of the fubjedt*. One gicit dctedl under winch this 
vaft an ingement would tonlequently <ng»ge tlien f.,oid- 
fhips’ attention, was, that nocaule was aliigned lor the adop¬ 
tion of this fyftem at pielent. He denied that it w.n tlie 
elfeit of a foimer Adminiftration. That nothn ^ had been ' 
thrown out, with many otheis, only loi th'^uurpole of de-' 
ftroying the weight of fuch ohjedtions. as wei*e Iiftely to be " 
biought againft it. But theliillihid themlelves long ago 
efledtually refuted the fuimile, by declaiing, m a \ery lo¬ 
ir mn mannei, their entire fatisfadlion with vihat had then 
bfen done foi them. The meafure was then complete, and 
the prelcnt iy{lem»had no dependence whatever upon it. 1 o 
reafon, therefore, on this pimcjple, was ablurd in the ex¬ 
treme, as It luppoied what svns not tiue, that a fyfliein had 
commenced and remained unhnillied till the prelent Miftilby 
took It «p» He was rather inclined to give tl;em the merit * 
of the whole. 1 he offspring, m his opinion, wa^helr own. 
But the birth was not a natural one. It had ftruggled into 
life under a complication of imperfe^ions. Jt came into 
the world curtailed of every fair proportion, "and flumped 
with every mark of original depravity. He had endeavoured, 
with as much candour and coolnefs as he could, to fee! h!s 
way. No reafbn which appealed fufiicient to him, had yet 
teen alledged to juftify thu> prodigious innovation in the in- 
tercourle of the two countries.———And lance Ireland feemed ^ 
fatisfied, it was fbmeWhat aflrniilhiUg that we weie not fo. 
—We hail, cert^iiiily made' great jind liberal etertions 
Vot. XVnU ^ Tender . 



^n<3er h^ l;»|l^ oif mcioivil f^&Xf fiilL But whyilh&uld tins 
country l>e e&lkdufted to make tt overflow ? He was awam 
that people of Ireland, like Tome x>f the popular leaders 
in this kingdom* were fblicttous for an ecmal reprefentaticm* 
'This had been well named the phrenzy of political reforma*^ 
tion- Rut he would venture to lay, that if this fyftem was 
intended to operate as a compenfation for that meafure; rf 
one theory was to be thus bartered for another, the pur- 
chaie of modeiation, in this inflance, had been rated much 
too high. He then called upon any of their Lordihips to 
account for the relinquiflung the former for the fake of the 
latter proportions as they contained nothing, m his opinion* 
tojuftify the concellion. He afked what the confequences to 
this country niull have been had not thefe refolutions been 
changed. He lepeared moll of the arguments which had 
before been Hated on this pait of the fub|e«5l; and recapitu¬ 
lated, in a few words, fon^e of the moll Unking objedlions 
which lay againll the refolutions in their oiiginal form. He 
knew none of the confequences which he Hated were in¬ 
tended* But he alked their LordHiips what comfort a dying 
man received from being told that the wound of which he 
was expiring was not meant to be mortal ? He inHanced in 
this part of the argument the cafe of the EaH-lndia Com¬ 
pany, and WeH-India monopoly. But what appeared to him 
the moH pernicious part of the plan was, the manner in 
V which it violated the property of individuals. The whole 
copy-rightof* this country, which had teen eHimated at 
above two* hundred thoqfand pounds, was by this fyHero, m 
its HrH Hiape, altogether annihilated. This was done by 
the reprefentative of one of the moH enlightened bodies of 
the univerle, at an sera in which Icience was in its full 
iuHre, and by a MiniHer whofe mind was formed to embrace 
all that was noble and graceful m polite literature.——But 
what was the general principle which run through thefe re¬ 
solutions ?—They were undoubtedly intended to equalize the 
commercial advantages of the two kingdoms. But he was 
^Ito^ther at a lofs to fee where this prev.'ulmg feature was to 
be found. Su|>paftng,this to be thp objedl of the meafure* 
lie could n9if conceive how it could be accompliHied, unlefs 
in the three following ways, viz. That all manuia^lures 
Blould he eqmtily free in both ; That m both countries ;^ual 
duties ihould take place an the fame articles; and. That 
whatever cxceptfom were adopted iii any of thefe refpe^s* 
Ihouid be adqpted by conJent of both* He adverted to every 
topibc of ar^ment which, had been, ufed in another Houfe* 
He quo<^ a letter from Sir WiHiam. Temple, in which that 
"gi^t Xd%j^tuot afliaSBad* that.the intereHsof Great Bri- 

any thing IBm or jarring oceuxed* 
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ought to have the prelferertce. T^ey Wi4 In hfs np!** 
nion, the ftiends of either, who did not heaitily ihhfinrifae to 
this fentiment. When the union of Scotland and J^g^nd 
was m agitation, the propoiition of a free commercial inter-* 
courfe was propoled to the Enghlh commiffioners. Among 
thefe were tJie names of Cooper, Halifax, Godolphin, and 
Somers, ^^hefe great men rejected ^ the propolal fo 
ally, that they would not give it a hearing. He was not, 
however, without hopes, that fmce their Lordlhips, much 
to their honour, !ud relohed to go into the evidence, they 
would not curtail the mattei, but go into it at lull length. 

For his own part, though he hud failed in thiec motions re¬ 
lative to that evidence, out of the only four he hid made 
before their Lordihips, and though he was hut little difpoftd 
to appear officioufly buly in any matters, this Aiuck him as 
-of too much impoitince to be in any degree flighted. He 
therefore deemed it his duty to do cveiy thing which be 
could either conceive became him to do, or whatever the 
better judgement of otheis might direiSl him in. And he 
fliould hope the notion which had gone forth, of teazing and 
tormenting another Houle, ihould have no cfle£); on him, m 
troubling their Loidlhips with whatever he iliould think ef> 
fential to a right underllanding of the matter before them. 

This he was alio not a little happy to trull w'^ould be the 
cafe ot the manufadlurers. Notwithllanding tlie Ilur which 
many had endeavoured to fix on then afliduity, be hoped 
they would double their diligence on the piefcnt occalion. 

1 hey might incur the indignant and dilielphdlful language 
of interefted individuals, but their in4uiliY and wgilance in 
defending the manufadturing intertft of their country, did 
them an honour whtch the violence of party fpint could not 
ultimately injure. He foiehoie going into the compenlatory 
part of the fyllem, as that might lead him into a detail which 
be had profciledly all along avoided. He would not conclude 
without ftill exprefling fome hopes, that one or other of thole 
connedled with His M^efty's Alinifters would, m cotnplS* 
cnce With the earnefl: denres of many noble Lords, give 
Loid/hips fome farthe/information on the refulutions wlnclf 
lay before them. 

The EaiI of Abingdon rofis next, and faid, My'Lords, hav- 
ing Upon former occafions, prefumed to lay my poor ideas Abiu^daia, 
before your Lordlhips on the fubjedl of Ireland; having ira- 
ted wha(, in my humble opinion, was the relative fltnatioit 
of that country to this^ and what too was the line of right 
that ought to be drawn between them: thofe of your Lord¬ 
ihips 'vmo may do roe the honour to recolleil what tho 
ideas were, will readily perceive, that I do not now rii* i. 
oj£»r'roy&lf to your Losiuhips, in oppe^tion to the meal i 
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13 ^ is now btdKsira tn^$ lnic»'' on ti|« etmtrarv* to give it my, 
^rm ^and hearty inpj^rt. The ideas, my Lords, which, 1 
ventured tp fubmit to the Houfe, refpe£l:ed the policy of the 
^wo kingdoms,‘ and not their commerce; they -vierc political, 
and not, commercial* Of the formei, my Loids, that is, of 
the policy of the twp counti les, the time is gone by ; jafia 
tjt aLai and what] have faid, is, perhaps, better buried m 
lUencr thap revived by repetition. Of the lattA*, that is, 
of the commeice of the two countries, the proportions now 
befoie you iorm the fubje<Sl-matte» only; and as fucb, it is 
to thpipj and them only, that I am called upon to exprefs 
the reilons of my fatistachon, as the ground of that aflent 
which J ih.aU moft cheaifully and readily give to your 
Lordllups. 

But, my Toids, before I do this, I cannot help (ayiiig a 
word or two in leference to what has pificd upon this lub- 
jeit, meiely a** it has relation to that luUknce of oppohtion 
(for fo I will call it) which has been gntn by fome, to the 
mealure of thefe proportions. 

My Lords, what has been done jtfpe£lmg tlu policy of 
licland and this countiy; 1 mean that pait ot it which, m 
my conicience, I could iiot approve, was not the a6l of IJis 
Majtfty’s prefent IVlinilcer. Of this, his hands, like thole 
ot Jus great father* before him, “ are clean;” and I ie]oice 
that hands fuch as his, upon fuch a fubjtiSV, aic clean. But 
to whom then fliall we impute this a£l: ^ To him, iny Lords, 
to that veiy man who now boldly Hands foith tlie enemy ot 
ameafuir, which, if m any degree wrong, his coiidudt, and 
his condutH^only, has made necelTiiv, and, compels iht pei- 
formance ot, 

Ckjntcfljons, cfpecially when neither alked foi nor ex- 
pcvfted, never fad to piove the parent of conceflions. Coii- 
ceflion begets conctHion, till W'-here to Hop is ott.en out of 
the leach of hum in wifdoin to know. This was the cafe 
with licland, and this countiy ; and yet th4 very author olt 
thofe concfclTions is now one of the unnatuial nngfndgrs of aii 
unnatuial fa<5.tt<>n in this country, in opjiortion to a meafuie 
which he bimielf, as I have laid, has rendered of neceflity to 
be done. / 

Who this^anis, your Lordtlups need not be told. Think 
of the man who has done aTl the mifchief that folly and 
wickednefs united could fuggeil; who has, upon ev^ry oc- 
cafidn, and m everjPinftancc, faenficed the intereA of his 
country to his own feirih and Inordinate luH of powfir; and 
he IS tlie man, m title the nioH dtttng that belongs to him, 
the MiniHer of the American war, aild iidomui^h the grand 
culprit of the nation* 
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This IS the maA^ tie who» at the rety 
ing the dagger m the breafts of our ieilovv iuhjedlrfi iq >Afiae- 
nca, and wailing the public treaiureof his country, Wtth a 
profligacy unknown to the annah ot any goveinmcnt upoft 
the face of the globe, tor the expieis puipoJe of roaintaiiung, 
as he declared, the jufl: and undoubted legiilative riglits of 
** Great Britain •” What did this Miniilei do, iny J-ords ? 

ithout demand, nay, without expeiftation on the part of 
1ieland (for the demands and expeflations of Ireland at that 
time went no farther than to the modification of Poyning’s 
l-.nw,) 1 lay, my J^ordo, What did this Minifter do ? 'I hat 
the discontents of Jic'and might not upexate, in coniumSfiuu 
with thofe of AmeiiC 4 , to the lols of his place, manu fua 
pt opt la ijttmua, with his own unhallowed hand, and in the 
houi of political dailardy and covvaidice, he not only opened, 
(without a piopolition ot ti]ui\alency, wJien alnioil 

any equivalent whatever might hive been obtained), the 
whole ot the ^Ve^l: India commerce to lieland ; but, m io do¬ 
ing, (inrendered up *^he legiilative lights ot this countiy over 
licland to iiel ind. [Set the 20 th Cieo 111. cap.t lO wheie 
the light of regulating tlu* commcice of Ireland is taken out 
ot the iiiitiili Paihamcnt, and transf^nod, for the fiiil time 
in the annals of Lnglaiid, to the i^arliament of iieland.J— 
A finiciuki, my Louis, which, it I did not feel mylclf m 
the capacity of a judge, and but foi the indecency of one 
under thofe circmn(lanccs calling out for, and piovoking 
impeachments, 1 iliould nev'er ceaie to be illent until that 
IVtiniftcr was biought to the bar of this I+oufe; for, my 
Lotds, il il be true, that the light of legulatiop and con- 
tjol over the commerce of licland has ever beeri in the Parll- 
imcnt of Cneai liiitain; and if it be tiue, as a fundamental 
maxim both ot reafon and common ienie, as well as of*th» 
conltitutioii of this country (and what noble Lord is pofllilc'd 
of iuificient temerity to venture to ailert the contrary ') th it 
“ the legiilative iTeing but a deleg ited power from the people, 

“ they who have it cannot pals it over toothers,” whit 
argument can elude impeachment, what plea prevent cou^ 
demnation ^ 

But, having faid that what was done, was vt^ithout demand* 
or expe£fation on the part of licland, and wiilimg to he a> 
well founded in fadf as I am m argument, I will, in c>tdt t 
to afeertam this, beg leave to read paragraph or two ti^n 
a pamphlet which was written and pubruhed in lieland ar 
the time,*and at the inilance, as 1 do verily believe, of the 
Miniller himfelf, for he is called therein, “ one of the mofi: 
** liberal and virtuous Miniilers Great Britain has ever bet n 
** bleiled with !” This pamphlet is entitied, Confiderati^i^s 
*f^/ubmitted to £he People of lieland.” It was wntr»n in* 
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snfirtr to on«T»i4 to be written by Mr. Ora'ttan, on the Mu¬ 
tiny JBiliy and the part 1 allude to is thisThe fudden 
** and unexpet^ed conceifion to usy of unlimited trade on 
<* the part of Great Britain, after a violent and unjuflifi- 
able deteiiBon of u for above a century , that trade! by 
“ means of which fhe became the miftiefs and the wonder 
** of the world; that trade ' for the excluiive enjoyment of 
** which her legillatuie has endeavoured, at every nfque, to 
** vindicate a lupremacy over the lubordinate pirts ot the 
empire; that trade' on account of the uiurpatiou of which 
Ihc Ins lived in icaloiily and enmity with us lor a century 
** paft; that Ihi Ihould fo fuddenly, fo generoufly, and io 
** equally admit u'^ into a participation ot that trade with 
“ hci, IS a mitter wc fo little cxpciSted, that we Icarcely be- 
** lievo her fincere in it; and the aitoniihed Inlhman receives 
** the boon, as Scrub does Archei’s generofity in the play— 
« Ah ’ it IS j gvnnei, by this light;—but I tuppole, brother 
Maitin, }ou expedt one-ind twenty Aiillings in change 
Such then is thii. Minifter, and Inch the man whom we 
now find liiAcd wi»^h the immiculite houle of Cavendilh, 
and to whom all the W lugs of this country aie called upon 
TO look up, and to how^down to, as to the god of their ido¬ 
latry. Sbamtful piolanation ' ptofanum vttigus^ et arieo. 
And why, my lords•* Is it btciule principles unite the 
band ^ ISo, for realons ten times worfe than any principle, 
be that principle evti lo bad. From motives ot private m- 
terefi, feparated from thofe of the public good, t rom mo- 
tives of coahticm, foi the avowed pnrpofe ot feiTing upon the 
governmenf of the cquiitiy, and of driving from the helm 
t Mmifter who, by a peace, hid laved the nition from cei- 
tain and nremediable peidjtion, md a peace too, my Lords, 
whi£h, to ule the eloquent and claflic language of our pre- 
fent Mmifler, was made as necelTiry by one pirt of this 
faiition^ as it was unconditionally declared, to be fo by the 
other 

And now, my Tjords, for a few words on thehufinefs more 
immediately before us “Ihe prefent piopolitions are, in 
theroldvcs, fimoly commeicid. Their obje<f!l is to open a 
free intercourfeW trade between the two kingdoms, and of 
that trade to give an equal participation to both. So far 
then no pofTible objection thereto can anlein iny mind. To 
the admilfion of frecdom^jn trade to Ireland, my wilhes have 
not only gone in an its latitude, but they have gc^e much 
farther. It was my with that Ireland Aiould pofiefs inter¬ 
nally a complete and independent legiilation over itielf; andl 
Upon that ground I voted moft cordiall} for the repeal of the 
duUratory law of the 6th of George I, Qpo other wilh I 

h»4 
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had, but It was of another comple<Sion. It was that tlie re¬ 
gulation of, and the control over, the external commetcc of 
the wholo ill mill empire might flill remain in the Parliament 
of Great Britain; anu in fo thinking, I conceived 1 was con- 
fulting no lek the intereft of Ireland, than the good of the 
whole; whether I was light, or whether 1 was wamg, time 
mull evince. Ihe grounds upon which my opinion was 
formed, 1 have already Haled m argument to this Houle. If 
they are fallacious, 1 fhail rejoice that they aielo; if not, 
let him look to it for the ill confequcnces that may eniue 
who has been the caufe of them. 

So much then, my Lords, for thelc* propofitions, is they 
appeir to me in i commercial light; but thtrc lo oih other 
view of them which T wilh to tike, a view, niy 1 oids, fo 
tranfcendent, and of luch magnitude in my mind’s ije, as 
to plice in total darkneis every other conficlmtion upon the 
fubjei^; for in this view whit aie thele piopoiiiions —Not 
propofitions of commerce onlv, but propositions^ ot cteipil 
amity between two jariing kingdoms. Such ire theIc pr»- 
pofltions; and this the light m which we mi ft lichold them ; 
propofitions, my Lords, with which, firtgle Inncli d iinl done, 

I would meet and combat with ill the minuf ufliiters of I ng- 
land. What' fliall the inteiefts of my let of nmi, howeit r 
numerous, be put in competition, and be made to counttiaol 
the joint interefls of two kingdoms ? And Mint min wlo 
calls himfelf a ftatefman, and is rjot afleeji, that would 
liften fora moment to an oppofition like rl is- Let us re¬ 
member America, my Lords, and let us not f nget the ifTuo 
of that unhappy conteft. Let usiecolledl the footing, that, 
contrary to all belief, France obtained in thitconntiy, and 
then turning our eyes upon Ireland, let us fee the hold that 
Prance has there: a hold, my Lords, that makes this a de¬ 
licate fubjefl to tonchupon ; and your lordfhips perceiving 
this, I fhall only fay—Oofe with lieland in the moment 
when you may do fo, and bind her to you by the prev ilency 
of her worldly intereft, though yon may not be able to do lo 
by any other.—»Having ihaken off the fetters of youi laws, 
let her be attached to you by the ties and bonds of affedtion* 

Be one people. Let your intereft be one; let your objeiSIs be 
the fame ; and let the means to the end be AiJikewife. 

My Lords, I have only to add my^bori^ratulations to His 
Majefty’s Minifters, for liaving made from fo bad a beginning 
fo'good an ending. Out of a chaos a fyftem has appeared ; 
the happy fruits of which, in the uninterrupted happinefs 
and prolpenty of both kingdoms, long \ long' may each 
continue to reap and enjoy ! 

The LordC^neellor began a reply to Lord Stormont, with The Lori 
AmMi^Bldervatioiis, partly irooiecal, w the faiutary delay that ciwnccUmr* 

the 
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th(? noble V ifcQmtt had recominended, declaring, that he be¬ 
lieved, for the moll part, the noble Vifcount would not oc¬ 
casion any delay but what was faliitary. His Lordlhip faid, 
hy the noble Lord's animated apoftrophe to the manufadlu- 
rers, and the particular adlion that accompanied it, it ieemed 
as if, iu order to create delay not quite fa lalutary, the noble 
Vdcount ftood in need of their aid and aflirtance, and that 
there were fome peifons of that defcription below the bar. 
His Lordlhip defended Loid Sydney foi not having fpoken, 
declaring that thcie was no oocahon, and that the noble I-rord 
had, Ts he concencd, afligned good rtafons for not going into 
the lubjedl, the qucflioii iininediately before the Committee 
beujg that the petitioners he called in, and heard by them-* 
jr I\es and counit 1. It was wife and expedient, his Loidfliip 
i lid, foi the jVIinifter and for Mr. Orde to go fully into the 
juhji^dl, vihea they feveially ftated the propofitions to Par- 
liaincnt here and in lie! mil, hccaufc the fubje^V was then 
new and not underftood, hut the rtverle of the fame 
reafon being the caie now, he thought it not right for the 
noble Lord to go into it, and he commended him for not 
having done fo ^V iVh regard to the noble Vifcount’s re- 
coitiinendation that the noble T.ord Iliould imitate theexam- 
]>Ie of the Miniller, he begged him to rtinemher it w'as not 
quite fo eafy a thing to imitate him ; peihaps the noble Vif- 
comit w 1 $ himlelf, tiom his iupenor eloquence, moft capable 
of attempting it with fuctefs. His Lordlhip paid Lord 
Stoiinont many compliments on tlie able fpeech he had made, 
but letmdd to conhder it as a fine fpefch, mide merely for 
the purpole of procraftination. His Lordfhip concluded 
with reiieating the motion, m^. “ That the petitioners be 
called in.” 

lajfJ Loid Lov^hlm Qiigh rofe to put it to their Lordfhips and to 

I-ou^hbor* noble and learned J^ord, whether the truly eloquent fpeech 

»iiR I. been deliveied by his noble friend really li id made no 

other imprelhon upon the Committee, than appealing to be 
a fpeech agamft time? His Lordfhip afked, if the roafterly 
eKplanation of the various ciicumftances attending thetranl- 
a£fion, if the valuable information iuinifhed to the Com¬ 
mittee by the ible inveftigation of the lubje6f, and the va¬ 
riety of new hgU^ tin own upon it by the noble Vifcount, 
delei veil to be fo c»«fi3ered as the noble and learned Lord 
had cholen to confider it. Having faid this, be exprefled his 
lurpiifc at the coiidudl of the noble Lord, who, tlmugh it 
appealed to be his pioper and peculiar duty to open the bufi- 
nels to the Houfe, had dei^med it for the extraordinary rea¬ 
fon he had flated, viz. for fear he ihould happen to drop any^ 
thing in the com le of his fpeech tjiat might, by a nufeon- 
llrudlion, be made an unprofiecor mifchieyous of whhe^c- 

. * ' ^ ipois. 
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doors* He reafoned on this for fome time, and urged its ex- 
tieme impropriety, declaiing that on every preceding occa- 
fion at all fimilar, the noble Lord’s predeceflbrs had not only 
thought It right, but their indilpeniablc duty, to explain the 
bufincfs to the Houle. Me cited the cafe or the titaty with 
France, in the reign of Queen Anne, immediately after the 
peace of Utrecht, and alio the famous convention tieaty, 
declaiing that Sir Robert Walpole and Loid (aodolplnn 
would have difdained to have wrapped themklves up in luch 
a cloke, where, on eveiy pica of man! inels, fannefs, and re- 
fpe6i: to the Committee, lome one Minilter ought to have 
liood loivvaid and have detailed tlic lylltm ol pol cy upon 
which the intended treity w is founded. Ills I oullhip allo 
took notice of I.oid Sidney’s Inviiig laid, he had not fought 
for the place li'“ Held. It w is, he d^'chied, an afl'iiiiption of 
greater mode fly th in .ippeired to h.ni to be m c i ifiry, not 
could he \( IV readilv cicdit it. He laid, the ilcdiKlion na¬ 
turally V iling fioni luch in aigunii nt as the noble Loid h »d 
ultd in oitlt 1 to i\oid l|*ciking, was lu'h as the ri IpeiSt 
which he boit to the noble l.oid would not luflci him to 
mention. 

Lord Syf/>rfo 1 ud, notwithftinding what the noble andI‘MJ'’yd- 
Icafncd Loicl h’d been jdealed to luggeft, he fliould leltrve "^5 
liimleU for the fit occafion to enter mto the particulais of * 

the fyflem; the tjudlion at pulent he took to be rneiely, 
that the petitioners be heud by themh Ives and tbeir counleL 
With regalJ to Mi. Oidc, whole cximplt hid been luld out 
to him, let the Committee reccdlgdt how Mi. Oide had 
been treated, and then alk thenilflves if th it was any en 
couiagemcnt for him to render Iiimltlf Jnhle th the fime 
mifiepiefmtatuMi and abufe. He complained of thi libellous 
ufc of what f id hern ftated to be Mr. Oidc’s Ipcech, that 
had been inane, declaring that as loon as new s an ived of 
his having opened the piopofitions, an inflammatory hand¬ 
bill, cont lining i^hat was flatcd to be Mr. Oide’s aigmncnts, 
with violent comments lubjorned to each, had been publilh* 
ed and circnlated throeghout the whole kingdom. From tliat 
libellous handbill had the noble Lords fpoken who had allud¬ 
ed to Mr. Oide’s Ipeech, foi they could have it on no othef 
authority. With regard to his having faid the fituation he 
held was not of his feeking, he adheied to that aflertion. 

He was confcious he was not worthy ofi#4jigt while he had 
the honour to fill it, he would with fpint, and he 

trufted with credit to himfelf. When he could quit it cre¬ 
ditably to himfelf, no man would be more ready to do fo 
than he fhould he. 

The Earl of Carhjle faid it was a very extraordinary cir- 
cumilance, that neither the noble Lord, nor any one of His 
VoL.^VIII. G 
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Majeily’s Minii^rs, would fland up and give the Commit¬ 
tee the information they ought to have upon the fubjedt. 
They had nothing before them but the naked refolutions, for 
the leport of the Privy Council was the greateft farce and 
mockery that could be conceived, flnce nothing could be a> 
gieater faice and mockeiy than an inquiiy fet on foot aftei 
the propohtions had been voted by the Infli Pailiament, an 
inquiry the foie objeiSl: of which leemed to be not to fand 
fault with the propofitions. His Lord/hq? faid, they had 
no lefs than feven of His Mqelly’s Cabinet Minilleis in 
that Houfe, and yet, Arange to tdl, no information could 
they obtain, but \\( ic I< ft to At down to the Aender food on 
til iir table. He lamented, that the iNliniAei himte.lt wait 
not among them, but the Kile, be obierved, Aowcd not 
fheie, and although they had the fifiUm ojha Nih, their wa- 
teis were diied up, and fo tar fiom ftitililing the country, 
not one drop of information was to be obtlined from them. 
Hjs LoruAiip Aill pieAed toi tome explanation. 

At length the queAion was agieed to, and Mr. Filkine 
W'as called to the bir. 


Zin/cuiVi yt 

I.orJ Slot- T ord S^otm'int prefenied a petition, Agnecl by the mariufac- 
tuieis of the Chamber of Commerce, piaying then LordAiij)*! 
would poAponc for the prefent, coming to a deciAon on the 
IriHi Piopofitions, and that they m'ght he p ainitted to conn 
to the hu of that Houfe, eitht i by themfehts ot counfel, to 
cxplaiii then Inotives fer making luch a lequeA to tht 11 
LordAiij's,,, 

A Ihoit debate arofe upon the propnety of the reqiieA, 
whicli, howetcr, wfes negatived without a duifioii. 


*Tucfdayy yutic 14 . 

A petition from the manufaiSlurers, memhersof the Chani- 
heii of Commerce, piaying to he heatd by themiehes «r 
eounftl agiuiA ilie liifli piopofitions was prefeuted, and a 
motion was made toi granting the prayer. 

» Lord Camden rofe and moved, “ that the words for hear¬ 
ing them by themfelves or counfel he omitted,” which 
caufed ibme’debate, but was agreed to upon a divillo(i of ad 
againll 12 . 

ywne 17 * 

T6eKarIof The Earl of Di'ihy informed their Lordfhtps, that he had 
®*^'^** a petiiion fiom ih^ m inuAidlurei s at Manchefter, which he 
wns lequcAed to pielent to the Houfe; hut it was of fuch 
magnitude, as to its A^e, that he could uot^ without aifif- 
, tapee. 
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tance, carry it into the Fjfoufe. And as the fubjeft rtiatter it 
contained, was of the higheft importance to the well of 
this kingdom, he trufted, that tntir Lordftiips would, il he 
was in order, move for the nlTiftance of tUe clerk in cairying 
the petition to the t ibic. He meant not, lie laid, to alk any 
favour from the Houfe; he confideied himlelf in the office 
of his duty, »s a Member of Parliament, making a motion 
which fhould be mleited in the Journals of the Houle, to 
prove to poftenty, that a petition figncd by one bundled ind 
twenty thouland manufaffureis, hivd'heen prelented to then 
Lordfliips; thit the greateft pirt of tbefiiiblcribeis were men 
of the firft eminence, and of the highefl repute in their 
country ; anvl that in the moft fenent >mamier, the prayer of 
that petition belcecfltd then l^oidlhips not to nun i trade on 
which the bread of lo many thouUnds depended. 

Lend 'ThmtTjj le^t the wooHack, and addreffing iumfelf to LordThur- 
J.oid Deiby, laid that the noble Eirl’s intention of handing 
the mattei down to pofterity would be fully aulwered, by 
the motion itfelf, which of coiirle would be entered on the 
^ lutnals, ftatipg that a petition fgned by one bundled aiul 
twenty thouland manufaiflureis, had h*tn prelented againft 
the Irifli rclolutions, and that thofe nianutafliners weie the 
inhabitants of manefaefter. 

Lord Dttby replied, that he thought the parpofe of the mo- ni. Triby 
tion, would be antwered by handing a circuinflance of !(> un- 
common a nature to pofterity, proving, by the Journals of the 
Houte, in what manner, and by vvh<4 nutubci'•oLthe people 
pnncipilly mterefted in the event, then Lordlhips^were lup- 
pheated to ule their authoiity, and pre^ent the fatal conle- 
qutnees that muft attend an Act of Parliament fi aught with 
luch a multiplicity of e\ils, as the one in agitation muft 
produce. 

T he petition was then brought up bj Ins Lordftiip and the 
Oerk, * 

^hurfday, June 30, 

The examination of witnefles relative'to the Irrfla propofi- 
t ons was concluded; and 

Lord Sidney without any prefatory fpccch, mp\ed, tli it 
the Houfe, ftiould, on P'nday the 8th of |uly, refolve itblf 
into a Committee, to confider of the faid propofitions. 

After a ftiort debate, the motion made by Lord Sidney 
was agreed to. 


iv iday^ y^h 

The order of the day having been read for the Houfe to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe on the 

G 2 commercial 
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commercial refolutieas relative to Ireland, the Lord 'Chan** 
cellor put the queftion, “ that the Houle do adjourn during 
“ plealure, in order to form itfelf into the faid Committee. 
The fame being agreed to by their Lordlhips, Lord Hawke 
took the chair. 

Lord Sidney then role, and began his fpeech with declar¬ 
ing, that It was not from any want of refpeft to their Lord¬ 
lhips, or from any derehcSlion of his duty, that he lincerely 
lamented that the arduous talk of opening to the Houfe the 
purport and tendency of the refolutions, had not been placed 
in any hands but his own. In the debates that had already 
taken place upon the fubjedl, a qucflion had been put to 
him, which, he owned he had not expelled to have heard 
alked, and that was. What was the neceflity that made his 
Majelly’s Miniflers think it incumbent upon them to bring 
forwiid any plan for the arrangement of a commercial iriter- 
coui le with Ireland ^ To that queflion he conceived it v ould 
have been a lufEcient anfwer to have moved, that the rtlolu- 
tion come to by their Loidlhips on the 17th of M iv, m 
the Year 1782, be read, he tliuefore moved, that it be then 
read. 

It was then read as'follows* 

“ That It IS the opinion of this Houfe, that it is indifpen- 
‘‘ fable to the mtereft and happinf*fs of both )• ingdoms tli .t 
the conne6lion between tliein jQiouid be ctlablilhcd by mu- 
tual confent upon a foiid *m(! permanent tooting, and that 
“ an humliletadditls ^ prtlented to ]ii> iVlojetiy, th»t 
his Malt fly will lie gracioutly pleated to lake tucli niea- 
** lures as his Majcfly m Ins Royal wildorn lhall think moll 
conducive to that important crd.” 

Lord Sydney rofe again, and reirinded the Houfe of the cla¬ 
mours, the difcontents, and the iiots that had taken place 
in liclind, fubfequent to the voting of this refolution. He 
mfntiontd alfo the piociedings by attachment, and all the 
vinous circumftances that manifetled the jealoufy and unea- 
hnets of that country, and made up the ncce/Hty that caufed 
MiniAers to think it their duty to lofe no time in coming 
forward with' fome plan for cementing the two kingdoms on 
principles of Tmion, harmony, and alFe6lion. With this 
view It was, he faid, that the eleven propofltions voted by 
the Parliament of Ireland, had been originally propofed, and 
the refolutions that had been fent up to their Lordlhips by 
the Houfe of Commons, notwithftanding what had been fold 
to the contrary, he Ihould contend were not by any means 
a departure from the principle of thofe propofitions. His 
Lordlhip took notice, that in the courfe of the various cur- 
fory debates that had taken place, iince the fuhjefl had been 
under conlideration in that Houle^ a word had been made 

uie 
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life of that called for feme anumadverlion. It had been 
that the ordinal propofitions had been negatived. This lie 
snuft deny for the realon he had flated, viv. becauie the rcr 
folutions were built on precifely the fame principle, as was 
made the groundwork of the propolitions that came from 
Ireland. He dilated on this, and declared it would have 
been wifcr to have negatived the piopolltions in a fair, an 
open and manly way, than thus, by mhnuation, to have at- 
tempted to convey to Ireland, that they had been negatived, 
when the faft was undeniably otherwile. Having leafoned 
generally, and preliminarily, hr. Lordfliip piocceded toJpeak 
to the feveral refolutions, and the tendency of each. He 
ftUed, that the hi ft of the eleven propofltions had been, la 
the other Hovfe, divided into two, tor the purpofe of voting 
that paitot it, which Hood as the firif lefolution, unani- 
moufly. That, he oblerved, contuned a principle in which 
all were agreed. It reminded then tor him to prove, tint 
the rem lining rtlolutions grew neceffarily out of the firfl, 
and we re* all of them pe ftdfly correfpondent to thepiinciple 
of It, iikI jllelli itivc of Its puipoit and mcamngi 'This he 
thouglu hefhould bt able to do, to the litisfidlion of their 
Lordihips. He tlun aiiimadv'erted o/i the levenl tubfei|uent 
rclolutions, and contended, that they communicated to Ire- 
iind a pai tic.pation of our tride and inauuladtiMe';, checked 
and guarded only hy luch exceptions as were obvioufly necef- 
fai V toi the fecunty ot our revenue. Speaking of the fourth 
lelolution, he took notice of the clamour tint jiad been raifed 
/ upon it, upon two diHerent giound^ \i7. that tt was either 
an inteifticnce with the iiulependence ef the Infti^cgifi itme, 
in icfpedt to tlie tnde and navigation laws to be in idt, heic- 
aftei, or that it was a refumption and revocation of the light 
I f Icgiflating for herlelf, grinted to Ireland feme years fuice 
l^y the tepeal of the adl: of the 6th oi the prefent King, and 
that It onginatedtin a defire to undo and recallavhat was tlv 11 
done —His Lordflup laid, he lefs foated the foimer reafoniug 
thin the lattei. What had been conceded ought on no ac¬ 
count to be refumed. Ireland was to all intents and puipofes 
an independent kingdom, and had an undoubmd right to le- 
giilite for herfelf. He wiflied therefore that luch mifchiev- 
mis inllnuations might not be thrown out, the only aim of 
thofe who dealt in them could be, to roufe the jealoufy of 
Ireland, and provoke ill humour bctw'cen the two countncs. 
Tlie refolution diil not legiPate for Ireland, it did rioihmg 
more than w'hat Ireland had confented to already. It im¬ 
plied a condition, that foi the good of the geneial interePs 
of the empire, the laws refpefling tiade and navigation Ihould 
be the fame in both kingdoms. When the refolution wai 
fnatqcely COMfidered, ht^ i,ordfh.p foid, he had not a doubt 
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thftre wmiM not be found a considerate man in Ireloxtd, 
who would not ackno'fc ledge that it was perfedWy unobjec¬ 
tionable. After taking fonae pains to juftify this refoiution, 
his Lordfliip proceeded to the confederation of the reft. He 
made flight obfervations on all of them, till he came to the 
twelfth, tliat which ftates that a farther duty (hall he charged 
on the inipoitation of articles of manufaifturc adequate to 
countervail the internal duty chargeable on the inanufadlure. 
Upon this, his Lordfliip reafoned for fome time. He faid, 
he had heard noble Lords declare, that it was impoffible to 
impofe any duty on the importation of an article of manufac¬ 
ture that mould be adequate to countervail the internal duty. 
That was m h"» opinion meie aflbrtion, and not argument. 
It v\as not ablolutcly iinpofliblc; that it was extremely diffi¬ 
cult he was ready to admit, but it was ncverthelels feafl- 
ble. It muft be* done by a book of rates, to be made out for 
the purpofe, and fubmitted to tlie fandVion of the Parlia¬ 
ments of the two kingdoms. He laid, it was bis intention, 
when the Committee, 111 their progrefs through tlie refolu- 
tions, came to the eighteenth, to move foi lome flight alter¬ 
ations, in order the better to fecuie the rights of the paten¬ 
tees at prefent in pofte^ion. He meint alio to propofe lorne 
amendments with regard to fait, and fome other amendments 
of lefs magnitude. He dwelt for fome time on the twentieth 
xelolution, that which related to the appiopriation of the fur- 
plus of the hereditary revenue of Ireland, in fupport of the 
naval force of the empire. He ftated the average amount of 
the hereditary revenue'* for given periods for a number of 
years paft,. (from the .year 16B7 to the year J784), Ihewing, 
that It bad gradually rifen confiderably. He hinted at the 
component parts of the hereditary revenue, and laid, it could 
not but grow m proportion to tlie growing wealth of the 
country. He mentioned the examination of the manufac¬ 
turers that had been gone through at the bat, and fpoke of 
then apprebenfions as, in a great meafuie, iH founded. He 
made a variety of loofe remaiks as he proceeded, and apo¬ 
logized for the unmethodical manner of his opening the fub- 
jeo:, declaring! that although he was an old Member of Par¬ 
liament, a buftnefs of fuch a large and complicated nature 
was new to him, and would, he doubted nor, have been a 
difficult matter to a much abler man than he pretended to 
be. After a few other obfervations his Lordfliip concluded 
with moving, « That the Committee agree to the firft refo¬ 
iution.'* 

The Earl of Carhjle obferved, that as the noble Lord, 
high in office, had begun with averting that thefe propoli- 
tions were not only neceflary, but would be very advantage¬ 
ous to thii country, lie lu^ paid the greateft attention tohrs 
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fpeech, and waited with no little degree of anscietj tot thoitf 
advantages to be pointed out; every noble Lord thereiore 
muft give him credit, when he allured them, thsit he felt an, 
jnhnite degree of furpriie at leeing the noble Lord lit down 
without even hinting at a hnglc iota tiom which any benelit 
could pollibly accrue. '1 he noble Loid Iwd likewiie afleited, 
theie was necelllty foi thole piopolitions, but he had luled 
m his prooL for Ireland hid never alked for luch a thing; 
nay it was cuiious enough to hear how diffcicntly they weie 
tieated as it were by the fame people. The Minirtt r it 
might he laid, had come foiward to thelnfli with the utmolf 
gootl nature, and told them,—“ You ate a \eiy good kind 
of people, but you don’t know what } ou want; now I am 
vour fiitnd, leave it to me, and I will take c uc of you )ou 
Uiall have the tiad* ot Lngland.” lloie alimilu kind ofJin- 
guige is held to the manulat^uie»s, you air i g jod loit of 
people too, but you cannot ttll any thing about what is likely 
to he for voui own intuell; why tlie Iiun will have no !)<•- 
r*( lit at all,” Such weie the .irgiMitnts made u<e of; but as 
one nmft certainly ht fdlfe, hLnillir^ hf appiclcndid Wv'uld 
be cif-ditid by neither, and uj)on which account it *was that 
both countries leemcd to be anxious foi tune that they might 
have an opportunity of judf^mg for thenifLlve*-, he would 
move til It theChurman do iji't the dun foi the pmpo^e, 
on the Houf* being lefumed, tint he might move that thur 
l,oidlhips’ final confideration ot the p’cpofition^ lie at leaft 
dcreiied t'll next Idlion. 

Ihe 1 arl of Coventry was dctermuicd to vote f.i favour of riuTirlo^ 
the propofitions, hccaulc they were pioJuced by an honour- Covtnnj 
able gentleman, who foi Ins abilities was not only the admi- 
I it on of his own country, bat the woudei ot the univdrle, 

*1 he propofition on ihe tible, he laid, it was tiue lie could 
not defend as a perfed nieafuic, but he had fo high an opi- 
1 mn of the honourable gentleman, that he had not the Icall 
doubt bat that at a future period then imperfcdlions would 
be amended. 

f^ord Dudley faw fo many evils aiiUng out of tlic piopo- Loii Du4- 
fitions m their pielent fliape, that he could not hefifate for 
a moment m agifting With the noble Earl who InJ moved 
for the chairman’s quitting the chan, that farther tin>e might 
be taken to foften their pernicious tendency; fo convinced 
was he of the injury they w ould be of to the mamifa£furers 
in this kingdom, that he fhould be afhamed to meet any 
perfon m his own neighbouihood, if lie did not give them c’ ery 
oppofition in his power; be perfe'^ly agieed as to the elfedts 
they would liave on the iron and glaU trade; the latter of 
which, he obferVed, was particularly burdened m this king¬ 
dom, and as largely encouraged in every other, in I ranee, 
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^ ranked as gen- 

rlemen> and^ lienniited in svW^'pk^d; he did not know 
tiiac fttch a diftin^ion would have any eiiedt in this count/yy 
but he thcHight they ought to be protcdVed from the rum* 
they were now threatened with. Here the duty was upon 
tlie raw material) and it very often happened lome defeat 
would appear m what they call, it was obliged to be thrown 
into the melting pot again; and as often as it went there, fo 
often did it pay duty. He had heaid it from a very refpec- 
tahle character, although it had not been given in evidence, 
that It frequently happened, an apprentice before he was pei- 
fe£l in hts buHneis coll his mailer 300!. m the articles he 
ij^ilt, bytheir being fo repeatedly fubjedled to the duty, 

CordWal- Lor<J fVaWngham declared it to be his opinion, that the 

fiagbaoi. prefent meamre was the moll advifable that could be thought 
ofi and tliat the puncipal objcdlions he had heard made to it, 
\r^re nugatory; it had been objefled to as injurious to the 
colonial ttade: how that could be maintained he was en¬ 
tirely at a Ids to corapiehend, beewfe the Irifti were at this 
moment at liberty to cairy thi ir goods wherever they pleifed; 
and although much llrels had been laid upon the advantages 
of the Ir'lh ports, on account of then contiguity with the 
Well-Indu lHands, he thought that of very little confe- 
quence, as he did not believe they would be able in Ireland, 
any more than m England, to make above one voyage in the 
year; the fugars were ready for exportation about Match, , 
and the hurricanes fet in as caily as heptember, therefore it 
was unlikely, unlefs cn a few mflances that more than one 
cargo would be atfempted in the leafon; he contended there 
were no grounds for the fuggeftions that had been made, that 
there would be an opening for fmuggling by their having 
ptimtfiion to bring foieign goods into England, after they 
had been landed m Ireland. He faid that for more than a 
century flic had laboured under particular hardfliips and re- 
Irruflions, and that flie ought to be lelieved fiom them ; 
thele regulations, in lus opinion, would cfFe6l that end, and 
be produCbve of a cordial triendfliip between the two coun- 
. tries; founded m that opinion, it fliould have his hearty 
, fupport. 

TIi^Esclof I'he Earl of Derb) was forry the Houfe had ftill to regret 
the want of information how thele propofitions were to be 
beneficial to England. The noble Secretaiv of State had 
aflTerted they would be fo; and for his part, he had no ob- 
jeiJlion to aflert the contiary would be the cafe; now their 
Eordfliipsconld decide only, according as they thought he or 
the noble Sccre^ai v of State poflefl^ the greatefl fliatc of 
\eiauty. 
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impre^l^ Wfth im^itaiice of the objea ^wli^db iSxim ^j 

.agitated their Itordihips Uian htmiiif* From 'the mooMi^t 
It liad been prefented to the Hoofe, he had devoted lus pim^ 
to the comtemplation of the fvibje^, and had daily and hourly 
employed himfelf in weighing uie feveral arguments for and 
againlt the pi opoled intercourfe with the lifter kingdom. The 
refult of lus inquiry was, that taking a comprehenlive view 
of the matter, and looking to all the conliderations eftential 
to the true underftanding of the lyftem, it was a meafure * 
falutary and political, and which would be produd^ive of 
many valuable benefits to the empire. 

The objetftiOns to the fyftem naturally divided themlelves 
into two claflfis.—The firft was, that there was no neceffity 
‘ for the fyftem;—and the fecond compreh^ded the various 
aigumeiits, evidence, and reafoning to prove, that if there 
was neceftity for a fyftem, tins was defedlive, improper and 
dangerous. In regard to the firft, he was aftomlhed to hear 
It aiferted, that there was no neceftity for any fyftem. No¬ 
thing but the ftrongeft neceftity could, to his knowledge, 
have induced the prefent Adminiftration to undertake a bull- 
nefs fo weighty as the preieiit, and which, however con¬ 
ducted, It was certain muft be productive of murmuis and 
difcontent. Thefe, however, they had ventured to difr^ard, 
when they confidered that the well-founded complaints o£ 

Ireland had convulfed that illand from north to fouth. He 


would call to their Lordlhips* recollection the fitvation of the 
two countries prior to the year 1782 . It was then admitted 
on all hands, that Ireland had been hithetto much o^preftfed^ 
and that it was high tune to lighten the buMen under which (he 
had fo patiently laboured and groaned. The fhare he took 111 
V that meafure, rendered it nece&ry far him to ftate his opinion 
^Kpbcitly on this. Who did not know that thetrade between the 
two countries was then, as it ftill was, very unequal ? This 
' was fo much the cafe, that the Infh had been, oftenei than once, 
almoft in a ftate of open rebellion. Was not Ireland ftill clamo¬ 


rous ^ It was the cry of ftarvmg manufacturers on every fide >' 
that they were utiderfold by the Englifh importer; tb^ com¬ 
plained that thetr woollens were excluded from the Englifti 
market, whilft a free ingiefs into theirs was allowed to thepro- 
du^s of Britain; they urged that the admiftlion anjd exclufion 
Ihould on every principle of juftnee be reciprocal $ and it muft 
he confefted, thdr complaints were not without fuftictent 
%undation. lliey had called aloud tO their own Parliament 
fc^l^ties to protoft their infant manufii/Chires; they bad 
pfcStUtd from conmUints to menaces, and from menaces to 
not. prudent and moderate Chamber of Commert^' 
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fof Belfafthad adtfpted iSigt^age, wBea Hhej faid, *» that 
*< hy pr(j)te£kmg dirties alone, Engbuid had tailed her inana' 

« fac^res tO their profent height, and that by fach nieans 
“ only Ireland could eifpeift to rife.’^ 

What was the Gracious Sovereign of both countries, his^ 
Lotdlhip alked, to do in a dilemma like this ^—As King and 
PlottvHor of the interefts of England, could he fuifti Iiehnvl 
to exclude Lnglilh manufadlures’•—As I ather of hi^ People, 
could he fee fo nutneious a body of his Infli fubjeifls in Jil- 
treis, without Oikmig to flep torwaid to their ielitf> The 
liilh importuned their Parliament in vain foi lechtls. The 
icfolutions betoic their Lordfliips were calculated to lemedv 
tins laconvenienct.. As that was their piofelled objuSl, it 
became their Lo dilliips to deliberate on then tendency and 
aj[tncl!> With calc, and regaid every inllnuation againll: then 
neceflity as, at Ictif, requiiing proof. Weie rwt His Majcft\’s 
JMimilers to guard againft a circuinftanec whicli wore u> 
threatening an aipedl to the tianquillity of thf einpiie- '^in>- 
pole the Irifh had laid then grn^ancc^ at thi, loot <>{ ihe 
Thionc, and importuned the Sovereign of both countu ■> iiv 
take part with one agunfl: the inteull, or at It ill ilv j>ie- 
jiulicc ot the othci.—^lleie was the foundation of a ciwl w a. 
And did it not become the providence of CTOvcaun''nt to 
guaid againft c\ery luoh d.mgei, as, by an envigeniy ot ihi> 
kind, might 1 asc embioiled the pe.iceof the wliole? All th- 
world knew how hiiceri.ly this puticulai luidfli p v is ttlt 
by theliifh* 'rhea dikontents wire ri propfituni to thur 
lufTeni’gs, Ireland hid been convullfd fiom om iid to the 
other. And aftei this’ fhould thea Loidlliips h-told, tint 
the meaiure was unncceflnry^ Whither it was mid quit* 
to the end piopot* d, was anothc i point, which ilio dtui indt d 
their Lordlhips’ ittehtion. '1 hat the iclolutioiiv m icot iiitinite 
confetjUence, he trufttd would not be dilputeil hv iny ot their « 
Lordfhips; and ioalfo weie the gntvaniys thtv wui meait 
to redrcls. This was a circumftaUi.e, he via-, iwu, >1 which 
tlitv were all equally fenflble. 

'i his Ifcttkment being final, bis Lordfhip lumitted, was a 
good teilon tint it ihould bt renewed w.th long dehbeii- 
tion, ^nd w itS lirufl; ittcution; but it was not th lefore to 
fic inferred, that it ^fhould l»e lo long delayed as to leave i 
' doubt ot Its ftiiure c,onclaiiont It fliould be tonfidereil that 
the interinedtate time was- an ujtls^val ot jealouly, of eiinntu 
and of 1 licence between the two Itrngdoms, which could 
not too kon be terminated. Fexr his p.irt, hov^ver, he law 
no necdflitY for a dtdiy longer than the pnltnt, nor for 
attention than hid now Iwen paid. Was it to be 
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now fufficifently informer! on the fuhj^, hope 
that deficiency by endlefe procrailir^tion? It had now been 
-before Parliament upwards of fivetnonths. 7 'bey had heard' 
every fpecies of evidence on the fubjc»St, and they were furcdy 
as fully prepared to difcufs and decide on tlie iyfiera now, 
as they could bs fix months hence. He couW alTure tliey: 
Lordlhips, he had weight d the evidence which hail been col- 
leiEletl with all the candoui anti .ittcntion of which he was 
mailer. He ownt'd it %\ a* of gieat .and geuei al im]>oi tance; but 
after all he liad heaid, and all th.it had occurred to his nuni^ 
on a very dole and laboured examination of the infinite mab 
of mitt rills life could fee m lubfiantial t xception to the 
trading Ip^rit and tendency of thofe refolutions. He waved 
eveiy lort of difiiuifition concertiing a variety of collateral 
poiiirs, which fame'of their Lordfhips had biought up m 
the coni (c ot the debate. It was the obvious ienfe and mean¬ 
ing of the fyftem in geneial which had more particularly 
attiatJitcd his obfervations; for he prefumed it was the 
common clFeiSt which all the paits of the lyfttm united was 
calculated to produce, that mote immediately challenged the 
opi lion of their Lordllups. l>ut whatever their eill.t m-ght 
be, lie could afliiic then J^ordflups in the moft fo'emn m.in- 
liisi, that li in his ippichenfion tljeie refolutions, in any dtgtet, 
intiingid the rights, or tended to hurt tlie jiiteieli of the 
manufadturers of this country, he would cut ofF his right 
hand tc'oner th.an he would countenance them. 

The pervading piinciple, his Lordfipp leimi^id, of tins 
lyltem, was, a tair equality between the articles ol the pio- 
ducc and manufadluie of both countriesi equally fi*e where 
no duties were laid at pielcnt, and equally unencumbered 
where it was found necelfary to continue tliole that now 
exified. '11m there weie exceptions to this mlc, he ad¬ 
mitted; but thfcfe exceptions, he contcndc'.l, afiorded no 
ground for the arguments that had been inamtained. The 
peculiar advantages alfo of each country, notwithllawding 
all that had been faid, were perfed:ly equal. On the one fide 
appeared the relative cheapnefs of labour; on the other were 
tlie circumftances of laige capital, fupenor iLill, and long 
eftabliflament m trade. 

I^ow withrefpcdl to the argument of cheapnefs of labour, 
which had given fuch terrors to the manut.ufluies, he ton- 
felled be faw It without alarm. In a country deftitute of money 
manuiadVurers, muft for a time work at a i>w rate. Ibis 
db^apnefs of labour however, muft only continue during the 
rudeig^b of art, and while it continued, the rich and nianu- 
country muft enjoy the benefits of fupenor fkill. 
capital liad advantages beyond the reach of 
Jf z poverty. 



poverty. It divt^ inanu6i6hireift intd fo many branches, that 
though the price to eadi attift diftin^ly might be high, 
the l&cihty and perf^^on which they attained by being Con¬ 
fined to a Angle branch, was produftive of great benefits ; 
and thofe benefits this country now had, and would preferve. 
That rude labour was cheap in Ireland, lie would not take 
upon him to deny; but that the finei qualities of work boie 
prices equal to the fame prices m this country, was equally 
certain, and had been pioved at their Lordfhips’ bii. Cap¬ 
tain Brookes had found it imprat 3 :icable to cftablilh the Man- 
chefter manufadlurc, without giving the Manchefler prices. 

The greateft difficulty, his I.oidlnipobfeivcd, that appealed 
to him, was, the laying a proper counters filing duty, now, 
undoubtedly, ir was a difficult point, as thr good'* wh“ i miiiu- 
fadluredconfided ol fuch a variety of difieient ai tide , ind the 
evidence vs hich h id been adduced at the b 'r had dv,uhr d 
that the fiaiSl;ions«would be fo numerous '>s to make it i^m >ft 
impofilible, they hid not laid quite, and h'* vas racial to 
allow there would be compound fradions; but when tlu 
book of rates cam® to be fettled, much might be done on th it 
fubicd, and he trufted to the fatisfadion and j^dvantage of both 
countnes. He had not been able todifcovei any medium line 
to be purfued between prohibitory or equili/ation du»^it ; 
the one was likely to fet the two kingdoms at variance, while 
the other, he trufted, might be fo regulated as to 'be p’ o- 
dudive of the greateft cordiality; for by the ftaple commo¬ 
dities beaimg an equal duty, the ten and 1 half pei cent, to¬ 
gether With freight, would dGt as a countervailing duty, 
and prevent either horn underfelling the other in it-' own 
market. As to the in|unes that many of our manufat^urcis 
would fiiffer, he by no means could view them in that 
dreadful light as had been ftited; neither the iron, tht, 
glafs, nor the cotton would be fo roatei lally affcdled; the dif 
ference of duty on iron in both countries, to be fure, was 
great, but a capital was wanting, and it muft be a great 
length of time before any danger was to be apprehended. 
Three raoft intelligent witnefles (Walker, Peele and Smith) 
had been examined on the cotton trade, and notwithftand- 
mg then threats or hints of removing their capitals, and 
emigrating with their woikmen to Ireland, his Lordfhip 
o^could not perceive any caufe to be alarmed; for thofe who 
"had already tried the cotton trade in that country, were 
convinced it was not eafily to be accomplifhed; indeed Cap¬ 
tain Brookes had made an experiment, and although he waa 
fupported by grants of Parliament, and every encotira®?s- 
ment poffible given to him, he could not make the htHSbefs 
anfwer. The witneftes had attributed one ^ hi:, 
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failure to the badnds of his fituattdn^ in that he 4i0er 
with theni) as it was on the edge of a canal, clofe to a bog, 
which was nece^i y for fuel, and other articles ufed in the 
manufidture. A great Aiels had alfo been laid on the cheap- 
nefs of labour. '1 he people of lieland, at prefcnl:, enjoyed 
each a little hut, and a piece of ground to grow flajc, it was not 
■» likely matter that they would give up what was a ceitain 
li\clihood, tor the chance of getting a tnfle more wage'*; nor 
was It likely that the Inlh would fuffci a cotton manufi<l!)luie 
ofgieit extent, as it would tend to decreale then linens and 
hull thv. ft iple commodity of the country; hut t%en if e.ther 
Ml. Walkci, Mr. Peele, oi Mr, Smith, did put then thtcals 
m ex'^cution, to what puit of Ireland would thty chufe to 
go-* U they went near the capital, wages and piovtfibns 
MO lid uici iff in price, as population iiicreafed; aid it they 
ven* tht South oflieland, they would have to iniv with a 
h ble, miff 1 ibk, beggaily, bigoud let of Roman Catkohee; 
oi hi ill i town tor the puipofe. "i htretore tlu i flaShfh- 
in nt of a coitr n luanuf cdtoi y in Irclind wa^ not fo eafy a 
ri ittei ns upi^inLd, trade, his I^oidftiip lemarkrtT, dfpo.ided 
on a vanety ot nrcuiinftinces, lituatjon, iniluftiy, wealth, 
ingenuity, 6cc. Now IreKnd undoubted!) Ind v number 
of paits Well calculitcd foi commerce; but then poveitV, 
which was the pircnt ot low wige , was «n inheutiit in 
the ifland, '’iid which natute leemed to nitf ntl jh >ulJ belong 
to t; and it was not fituation, or ricb< s, th it a* vays fut- 
< ceded, '1 he us of countries muft be conlultcd, and 
It was fiom then chiradlcr thjt Wf’niufl: thaw <*ui cone In- 
iions. Two counliies at this time prefented to fan \it w an 
unnortant leXlbn. Spain was bleft with tin* moll: hippy 
geographical fttuation, with numbeis of tine ports, with the 
richeft toil, and with e\ery lequihte for minutaSlure and 
commerce; but he pec pie wcie indolent and luxurious. 
They had no punciplc ot adlivity, oi of induftiy ni ih ir 
motives; and they conlequently, with all th * ad\ uitages, 
were funk in floth and poveiry. While Holland, on thf cen¬ 
tral y, without lands capable of maintaining with p)i>ir fiona 
its people; with ports fo thallow, that they wcie found to. 
build ihips unlike thofe of all other States; without the 
means of manufadlure; with everv difadvantigf' of foil a -d 
fttuation; yet, by the natural energy and induftry of thi r 
minds, their f6ber and perfevering (pints, they at one 
time poftefled the caiiying trade of all Euiope, and were 
ftil^ one of Its moft confiderable maritime poweis. So in 
<iir«g;ard of the two filler kingdoms. Had England any thing m 
sresdtjty to dread from the competition of Ireland > 1 he EngTilk 
were a^ye, fober,and mduftrious. The Irifb, he was fori y to 
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fay, were the contrary; and their tempers muft change before 
they could be formidable to this country in manufadlute or 
commerce. 

The manufa« 5 lurers, whfen fpeaking on the fubjec'f, had 
known their own mterefts, and bad argued wifely. They had 
forgot, however, tliat tbis was a fubje^it of political, not meicly 
ofcomracicial legulation; and that theietore no little circum- 
ilances affeiDing the littci could lx* fudered to diltutb the 
arrangements of the foiiner, but it was in fich cinum- 
Jlances only that their mterefts could be oveilool ed could 
I think, added hi5 Lordlhip, with gttat folemnitv, that by 
the pretent fyftem m any material degree I miuied tht. coun- 
liy that gave in hiith, 1 would foonci cut ofi tins li u.d, tliaii 
aft with the icnioteft iiiterfeu iice m Us aJjnftm' nt. 

'1 he manufifturo of lilk and nun liul cilled, lit- laid, for 
iTgulatioiis to luth an cxtuit, that il was lound inipotlihle 
to comply with then demands. '1 hey liul dcl'iied that luch 
.1 duiylhould be laid on tlv fe arnchs, woii'd txclnde 
Ireland from a compctitKin ni the Auieiican ni ulet. 1 lui, 
Ins Lordftiip fanl, wms iinpotiihle, as wtll might Adunintua- 
rton piotind to exclude t]i>m from the markets of I'uiopt. 

'IIlls, with \aiious Kquells of the hhe naiun, ftiould he 
traced to then Hue fovrcc, the itih of monopoly, wlnrh in 
this bulinefs had ihewn itli.lf in vaiiou. fliapes, and thouid 
in gciieial meet with a difappomtmeiit propoitiomd to its 
asidity. 'I he glafs mmuf iftuici s, be added, hid only coin- 
plaiatdof tht duties hfre lubfillmg on their material, hut 
had entertained no appr^htiifions ot any competition from the 
hilh in out own raiiket, and m ihort, all thp iigumcnt<: th U 
he had heard againft the iclolulions tonhfted totally in the 
dilBcolty of bxing the countervailing duties, and m the 
compai ative cheapnefs of labour. Not one minufaftuicr had 
f.ud, that the libeiality of this country to Ireland would be 
dingcious, if granted with proviftons to make both king¬ 
doms pcrieftly equal. 

Ireland, his I.otdlhip faid, was fo connefted with this coun¬ 
try in religion and laws, fo much concerned in its profpenty, 
tliat he thought, is a ftatefraan, and one bound to proteft the 
mterefts of both countiies, it was his duty to grant fuch re¬ 
gulations as might fend to lay the jealoufies ot one, and aft 
ior the mutual btnefit of both; and no way appeared fo likely 
to anlwtr ih** end, as by a wclI-regUhted fyftem of commer¬ 
cial laws, and not by leaving it to proteftmg duties on one 
fide tlie water; or laws on the otlmt, which would ertate . 
eternal divifions, and tend to diftraft both kingdoms, and 
give I'rance an opportunity of taking the advantage of the 
difpate, flis LordOup faid, he-could wifh to *ay a tew words 
• before 
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before 1j<- {at down on a fubje< 5 l which had been mnch talked 
of, and that was, the na\igation iawi. Some perfofis had 
endeavoured to raiie a jcaloiily on tliat head, and, in hisopi- 
iiion, on ill grounds , foi as legul itioiis tnuft be made, and 
dipcnd upon ciicumftances, they niiift originate in one king¬ 
dom , and It was natural tor tint kingdom which was the 
moft wcilthy to tike the It id, and thr otlui lliould act 
t ike uinbt igc, btwaulc ot the priterenc*^, as (he ought to 
i^colkdt that flic was irtVbtui to this country for the navy 
Xviiicli piotcCled htr tiad , and, in cafe of a war, mull bend 
hci 1 net to f nglaiul for tbit ]'iotc 5 lion. I hi power ol 
guuding our na\> \v u whit f rjrhind never would mtrull m 
any otlui bands, and d Ii» and would not accept of thu 
iylkm with tint nin<*-1 ly ht fliould Itiupk in 

coiwluding tilt b if^iii*. Ilut as the inteitfl-* oi tfic two 
kingdoms wi u (o up ttJ, ht could wdli to In tlif knot bt- 
tw t M ilitin ri( d tight, lit could wdli it w p i goidi «n knot; 
at ill ' V • i It fhtiuil In h s cUv to make it as hxtd as 
p dhbl 

J,oul \ ilcount S'rimcn' i .id, he mufl dtti iie himk If to be Lord VH t 
a'lndvcci^^t toi till motion cf tin nohl^ f il in the gieen 
iihbind, i) advocitt iar dtliy in 4 bulincfs wheu hurry 
iiiipht plunge them into (o many and fuch iiieparable din- 
} I . Ik wis ikoiulhcd to fiiul tlx ir L^rdliiij s tnemics to 
tl hh 1 itiin, tipecnlly alt' i tl ty Ind witntfkci the ben fit 
ihit J a 1 )W d thtrehom. 1 vtiv inonx nt ot time which 
1 d h n lilowtd, hul thrtiwn i m vV li ht upon the fubjtiM, 

V hull w \s c hih iiv dv( 1 in ptikilt ol Icmiiy—and cvciy 
iw VV diitidhon hid tei In! {till nioi-* and moi to dmiionllr i* * 
til abliiidity «nd cvtiav ^ .net of tiu With thi 

1 iiovvkdre hi Iciie then cyt'’, he coi klled Ix wi aflon fl^fd 
to Ite th m f i’l .idvoeitcs loi ptivvil i vp diL» in — No poll 
tive iKCcflity toi Ipi I wi- cv n ui^td. 'I lie liilh nation 
did no*" rail upon then Lc dlhip> K> t pcdiiion.— Ml mm 
ailnowkdgcd lliil I v tht iiijiiii-s the lyi’^cin Iiulind i- 
gone, It hid been moll mattiiillv liciichtid—md yit they 
wtie jftiJl to be humed to tli lin il ikcdion .f i time of the 
yeir when many ot then Loidfhipr» weia in the country, . 
and when it would he impolhhb t > piocar' a full attendiiici. 

Much had been laid ot the uik t. irs and untomlded cl ,ims 
ot the manutadturc.—Bet would it now oe faid tint then 
fears were vain, comp itc the amutd>.il with the origin d rt to 
lutions. See whit tlie tace ot truth and good luife Iia com¬ 
pelled Minifteis toacknow kdge aiul corredt.—See wh it tlicy 
hav« been taught by the nunutidturci. who'at firft they 
protefjbd to dcipiie, and how much tlu y have, githored from 
tl-.e tc-albnable alarm which wa^ Iprsid ov'‘: ih ‘ country. 

Atur 
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After this experience, can men be lb thonglulefs as to let 
clown the refolutions even m their piefent ftatfe as perfe6l^ 
Was It thi'. diaught, bitter to both countries, which was to 
Lanilh cvciy difticulty, to quiet every difcontent, and to 
conclude all (jucllions between the two ' — 1 his fj ftem, which 
afl* oting the c'mlhtulion of Ireland and the commeice of 
la.gland, w i unpopulai in both countnes, and y t it was 
held up by Minilleis as the h^^aling and friendly diaughf 
which was to reftore both to their proper tone and vigoin. 
It was, though it excited the clamour of all ranks of men in 
b 'th coanti k s, to be the bond of union and fource of har¬ 
mony, 'Ihey t liked of the geneiofity on one fide, anl 
warmth of gi .titude on the othei, although it wis grudg- 
nigly gianted, ind unwillingly lece.ved.— Ilius while eveiy 
quaitci of the hon/on indicated a lloim, thv. Hate pilots 
contented thernfthes with crowding fail, fiatlcls ot tatr, and 
regardlels of cvciy dinger, and though tlu breakers dafhed 
fiom the oppofitc fliorcs, they pneipitated the v^flel upon the 
rock^, which othtis, not Ids bold, but moie cautious, would 
xsilhngly ftruc toasoid. h\€ry ow knew the hippycoii- 
lequenc^** tint had iJuadv flovied tr. m the opportunities the 
othei lloufehid given the ininuf iifliuicis to ] I ate how rui¬ 
nous thij monfier of a lyflcm would lu\e been to them, Ind 
It been adopted m its originflite, even lince tlie piopo 
litions had been bioi ght !v (enc th ir I ordfliips, it Ind bi i 
ddco\( ltd that the j lopjK toi of \otks, he, fctiicdbypi- 
tvius would he ruined, il loine i eutiiy v\ is n<'t found for 
mjiiitnining to them tlieir crcluliv< lights i nobk Loid 
(S)clniy) Ind intim ifed an intention of moving an amend- 
nunt to tint efl-el, he was glul to h'ai it, ad toe more 
fo, as lurli n tint ndincnt would fi‘i to the patentees of 
(lie It Ihit un 1 property woith conhderahly more than one 
million lleilmg; which would hi'c nctn loft to them, had 
tluu 1 oidiliips been as prccipitau m pafling the propofi- 
t.ons as lorn noble Loids wiftied to ln\e been. *11 is was 
one hapj»v tn-tl of deliy; and he made no doubt but if the 
luiicciui" wn fullered ftill to opei ite, ftmilar lalutiry cf- 
fedi'.w’ould low fioin it. He intended at a propei time, 

4 id m i piop/*r place, to move an im>,ndincijt lelative to 
1-0.1, whicli he hoped would pi event the rum w’lh which 
thv. piopolitions in their pielmt ^orm thieatencd that gieat 
ai.d m mufacftuie —He was liappy to hear the noble 

and learroi^Loid wbo fpoke laft, acknowledge the faiSI, that 
by the fourth iilolution the nivigaiion laws were continued 
m the ruftody ot lliitain. It was his clear opinion that they 
CM oht to rennin in the hands of this country, and as the 
robk* anl learned Loid had truly f.ud, as laws for the pro 
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teuton of our ODiiunerce and navigation fyilem mttft Origin 
natt* fomewheie, it was wile and proper that they fliould 
originate here; but lurely when this was granted, it was 
idle and childifh to contend that this m as not in fa6t an nf- 
lumption of the power of legiilatmg for Iieland ] 3 id it 
reipiiie argument to prove that vheic we lent over an a6l 
which Ireland mull implicitly follow—in the acceptance of 
which fhe had no difcretion—and which flie neither \Aas to 
alter nor rejedl, that wc did not in lo far take from tliat king¬ 
dom the powei of legiflating tor herfelf It was a faff which 
he would not inlult the good knle of the kingdom of Iiel ind 
by an endeavour to palliate. It was i thing which he conh- 
dered as eilential to the welhheing, llrength, and unity of 
the empiie; and which, thciefore, he would ftipulate for 
without dilguile. In the confideraMoii of this Iclieiuc, it 
was for Irclind to confid'^r whethti in good lenie and found 
policy Die might noj concede to this provifion, but it wjs 
ridiculous andabfurd to confound what was plain, and prt- 
tend th it that was not done winch was thef vident letti r, and 
the ellditiil ipuit ot the j lopolitions, i 

"1 he nohlc and learned 1. ord had I i.d, is an ugnment for 
th*^ pielt nt lyJlem, that it w'ould concili ite the inindi of the 
tw'o people, and draw tliem into a Itgillntive union, wliii}« 
W'as the ohjtcl ulrnnatily to be difncd. It hul been faid !j> 
feme, that the peculiai meur of the lylh ni of coiniiK rce th( n 
iindir confidci itioii, was, that jt wouhl fin illy and ijeiiin- 
n* ntly kttle tlu inttrconile bet ween tin twoiuunlii s,—but 
what ip[i( ind to othcis an e\cc,llenc*> in the p*l tii, w is pr« 
cifely what would dtfiat tlie objtt^f ta which the, w ilhcs of 
noble Loids, and the lylfi in itlelf, v is diiec'^hd, nunely, to 
an union bctvsccu Cucat Kiir.iin ind Ii land foi it the kitlc- 
juent was to be final and pcim uiert, there wa*- of < on lie an 
end of aU hop^s that the two kin^^^u m > would cvci be under 
one legillatlire but thongii it li oi.ld not .v rnal, liill fe 
conctised it inuil neceil a ilv puvfnt to "nj'fd ht^t, oi^e ivit; 
poflibU advaiitigc licing held out by tpd to th' Irilh by 
the piefcnt jiri^politions, flie couM Live po’l ipg tlei ved by 
which /h< might aftcr'vards induce then to Cw/nlcnt to an ^ 
union after this Die could have burdens only to t tier to 
Ireland; a vtiy bad inducement to an union of leg ilituit'-. 
What was the tiue way of accompli fifing this objeit which 
the noble and learned Lord faid was lo much coveted ' Wi 
It not evidently by a relcrvition of the good things whuh 
wc polTefTed until the time that Ireland Ihould be dilpofed 
lo fiiare our circumftances ■* That a full legiilativc unicn 
would be ultimately as beneficial to Ireland as to this coun- 
tiv was wdiat he lincerelv believed; and ht objeided to this 
'Vox.. XVm. " / fcheme 
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fcheme of intercourre becauie u would retard^ and in aU: 
probability render linpradlicable that more happy conjundtion* 

By the prefent fyftein, his Lordfhip obferved, we aban¬ 
doned a fyliem which had been juAified by efle<£l. We gave 
up in our diftrefs what was claimed in the itiof): urgent man¬ 
ner by our nece£Kties. In our rifing profpenty, in the reign 
of Charles II. it was thought neceflary to reilrain Ireland by 
the navigation Jaws, which, in our prefent delicate ilate, we 
thought proper to refign. Such a condu^I, hts Lordiliip- 
oblervrd, would be folly in any iltuation r in the prefent it 
was madnefs in the extieiri^r" 

A mutual monopoly hid been formerly the bafis of our 
colonial fyflem; from this in the year 1780 we iiad thought 
propel, in fome degice, to depart, by pernHttmg Ireland to 
mimtain a direft intercourle with our colonies. The pre¬ 
fent adminiftration had gone infinitely faither, by granting 
them the fupply of our own markets, yet had prided them- 
felves on their fupeuor intelligence, and had laid that the 
grant of 1786 was the blow to thiscountiy, and that m 
giving them a double market was nothing, aribiding one m- 
flance, and he w Ihed to God it were the only inlHnce of 
Ignorance and picfumi^tion gomg hand in hand. A double 
market was tlic great objeci for Ireland,—^W'^ithout this, 
though the adl ot 1780 was a favour, it was a favour not 
injurious to Britain. What fiie profited jfhe drew fiom her 
own confumption. Iieland had made ample ufo ot the pr«- 
1 ilcge, by increafing her imports fiom the colonies in a gieat 
degree, that ©f tobacct>> foi inftancc, hui been augmented 
from one to four milliyuns of pounds. More w is not thought 
ot, until this voluntary oiler of the prefent Minifiry per¬ 
mitting them to fupply our markets with the produce ot 
thofe colonies, m the acquifition of which we had expended 
fo much blood and trealure. The plea that had been held 
forth on this occafion was, that Ireland would m fafV gam 
nothing. Why then, he would alk, would MmiJIers fpread 
a caufelefs alarm, when nothing was to be given ^ More 
truth, m his opinion, lay m the fpeech of Mr. Orde,- who 
had frankly avowed the confequences of the lytlem, and m 
the liiili Houfe of Commons had prided himfelf in the di(- 
tlofure; his avowal was plain and candid, whilfl the decla¬ 
rations of the Minifters were like the matks of antiquity,^ 
which prefented a face finilmg on one fide, and crying on 
the other. 

That this indulgence would enrich Ireland, by encoura¬ 
ging fpeculation when our markets would he open to her, 
wa-. 1 falfe idea ; the had not capital for fuch a purfuit. 1 he 
advantages tlie would derive were thofu which would gradu¬ 
ally 
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ally refult from h«r fituation- As Amfterdam had hitherto 
•crufhed the trade of Antwerp, England had hitherto, with a 
Arong arm, leprefled the efforts ot her fifter, which now, 
when freed from that reftraint, would produce their natural 
cffc 61 :s. She would lepay liej ielf for the oppreffion Ihe had 
fuftamed, by her giving way tp her local interefts, and en¬ 
couraging the progiefs of lm\igghn^. She would contend 
with us m foieign markets, but ahat'we might eahly tole¬ 
rate, as there fhe only took what grangers migtit otherwife 
itceive. She would alfo eater into a competition m our own 
niaikets, which every principle of policy have en¬ 

joined us to keep fecret. 

Xhe balaiKre of trade with Ireland had amounted Intherto 
to hall a million annuAlIy agamll; us at the loweft average. 
When our importations of colonial produce into that king¬ 
dom would dtnTinifii, as they una^oldabIy muff by the pre¬ 
lent fyflein, the, balance againft us would be gieatly 5iug 
xnent'^d. With what mlinite modefty then was the demaond 
uiged of protecting duties, which the noble and learned Loid 
had juft before mentioned, without anv lymptoms of con¬ 
demnation ’ But the fear of protecting duties was held up as 
an argument againft the prefent fyftem ; how idly, he would 
leave thoie who had confidered the Irifh market to determine^. 
It was by no means to be dreaded that 1 1 eland fhoukl lay 
protecting duties on our manufactures at the hazard of ex¬ 
cluding hei huen manufacture fiom Britain. As he had fla- 
t^'d the balance was greatly in their favour, and it was not 
to be imagined that the fenftble and manufacturing part of 
Ireland would fufiei a fcheme to take place fo lAjuiious to 
the real interefts ot the country. 

Xhe immediate refult of the new fyftem w'onld be the 
emigration ot our manufacturers—for independant of the 
local ndv mtages of Ireland—its many line and commodious 
ports—plenty and cheapnefs of provilions—freedom from 
taxes—and other peculiar ctrcumftances—the refolutions 
themlelves held forth temptations to the rodnufaCtuier. His 
Lordfhip enteied into a particular difculllon of the refolutions 
as they affeCted the ftveral branches of our manufaCtuie, and' 
Hated various faCts to fhew tlie inaccuracy, the omiffions, 
or the errors with which they ftill abounded. Xhe leather 
manufacture was fubjeCt to an excife of 15 per cent., the 
price of the article varyng at the fame time from 3d. to 5d. 
per lb. How, his Lordlnip incjuncd, was the countervail¬ 
ing duty to be laid , if at an average, which, prtma facte^ 
was the moft equitable way, the Irilh merchant would ex¬ 
port only the prime part of the commodity, which would 
thus enter our markets at an inferior duty - Of glafs, they 

I 2 would 
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would export that of the lowell: value, to which a difpropor- 
tionate duty attached itfelf m this kingdom. In this coun¬ 
tervailing duty were ihole on the fubordmate materials of 
manufai^ure, luch as foap, to be included; or would any al¬ 
lowance be made for the nurotious taxes ot every necelTary 
of hie which burdened the manufacluiers of England, and 
from which thole of Ireland were totally exempt? The men¬ 
tion, he obferved, of lupenor Hcill giving a permanent advan¬ 
tage under fuch circumlUnce-s, was merely an appeal to na¬ 
tional vanity, and boie not the appearance of rational argu¬ 
mentation. It would be iutile for an enlightened nation, he 
fiul, to rely on things fo tranficnt. The hiflory of the pro- 
giefs of arts and fciences would afford fucli abundant in- 
llances of thtir mutability, as would tend to demonftrate the 
frailty of fuch expedlation. Neither poverty nor the want 
of Ikill weie fixed and permanent mconveniencies.—He de- 
''.red their Lordlhips to look to the Hate of Paiflcy. 7 'hirty 
years ago there was not a loom in the place—now there were 
upward** offioooin that lemoteand obfcuie corner—and what 
wis ll'll more ext'-iordiniry, their produthons now formed i 
verv(confiderable put of the ornament, and contributed to 
the t legance of the court of France. 

'J hcie exiHed, his Lordfliip faid, under the prefent fettle- 
men t, many advantages on the fide of Ireland refpedtmg pro¬ 
hibitions in the articles of hides, tallow, and linen yarn. 
They were alfo to receive our coals under fuch a trifling 
dutv, as would en lole them to export them again to advan¬ 
tage. If the "prelent 'yllem fiiould be adespted, then this 
country would be borand to admit Inlh hnens dut> itee for 
cvc’’, and to keep up the Jutie*^ on foreign linens, this might 
b** found to bo ot ferious confequence in future negociations 
with foieign powers, who might mfifb, when Britain might 
be lugociatmg an adsant igvous illnncc, that the duties on 
the IpiLH', of that power ihould be taken off; or, i>erhaps, 
tint powtr might be tempted to force us to fuch a meafurc, 
bv Ii' lUit piohibitory duties on Biitifh manufaftures impoittd 
into Its dominions. Much had l>een faid of the n turn that was 
to madt by Ireland for the lacnfice to her of Bntifli intc- 
itfts, but he was not fanguine enough to hope that the iur- 
plus of the hercditaiy revenue would ever amount to any 
^ confiderable fum , for his pair, he was of opinion that this 
,v country would never gain fo much by it, as fhe would lofe, 
if Mr. Pecle was to cipry over his trade and manuta£lure to 
Iieland, upon which he paid at prefent 20,oool. a year to the 
Crown, many of the branches ©f the hereditary revenue 
were very precarious; the revenue arifing fiom ale hcenfes, 
tor inflance, had produced laft year loool. lefs than it pro¬ 
duced 
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ditced a century ago; and, on an average of years, the 
whole of the hereditary revenue exceeded 656,000 only in 
fix years. It was a precarious leturn foi a lubftantial good. 
But It was calculated to piomote ddufion by its obfcurity, 
and he had no doubt but cofFee-houle politicians had already 
ften m idea imaginary fleets aiile to fight our battles from 
this furplus of the hereditary revenue of Ireland. But if the 
money infing horn it was to be fettled, that the Parliament 
of Ireland was to have the light of pointing out the prccile 
ftrvice in which it wa» to be employed, and in what precile 
manner it was to be liid out, he had rathci renounce the 
fum, if It w a-H to lie twenty times as greit as lome laiiguitie 
people flattend ihcmlelvcs it would be, than accept it under 
inch i condition. 'L he dilpoi.\ble lurplus of the Jiereditary 
revenue would, he feaied, be a lei vice ofjealouly and difcon- 
tent anil pofldily It miglit happen ill conlequenec of it, that 
the Infill Pailiament would dilband the ^000 men annnaliv 
paid by lielind, and gi\tn to Liigland foi the defence of oui 
coloiiits this indted wouldhealols to us f ir gn itci than 
any benefit that could aiili fiom the luiplus of the heieditaiy 
u\eniic.—But this w is not all he hid to lay (mi the lulijei. i 
of this furplus It had been a queftion niariv jeiis ago, and 
never decided till thele propofitions weie biouglit in, tint 
whenr\er theie wis i lurplus of the heieditary revenue, it 
bilonged of light to the ciown the Parliament and JVLni- 
flei hid olren dilputed on that point, tlufe propofitions 
however h ul d«.ttimined it in 1 ivoui of the Parliament, hut 
a hi^himlclf w i-. of opinioxi tliat it«ught to Ik cunfideied 
as the pioperty of the ciovvn, he vvoukd not make, himlelf a 
piity to anv lelolution that Ihould divell the Ciown of its 
light. Much dicad was to he entertained from the declara¬ 
tion, tint a p'tfereme w is to be given m all times to Ire¬ 
land. It would loon >0 fell by the it iiinll have on 

the commcicial interefts of every country in i urope, who, 
no doubt would t ike umbrige at this predileiflion, Nj)„ 
he w IS ceitain, that if th^ relolutions palled into i lev, 
Miniflers would next ytir find thcmielvcs in loint difli- 
culry refpeiSfing a commercial law with a foreign coinitiv, 
which then expired ; and which, undoubtedly, would not, 
if thtf'lnfli refolutions pafled into a law, be renewed on 
the finie advantageous terms to Fngland. 'Ihere was one 
matter which it was very neceflary to confiderupon tht 
whole of the propofitions. They were the lefiilr of a pri¬ 
vate cabinet fyftem, neither fought for by the Pailmn'^nt of 
Ireland, nor prefled forward by the Pailnmtnt of J ngl md. 
They were the unwnfe refult of a luppoled iiB i th't In Imd 
would mfift upon proteiSling dutie- . Bat wb t were tin 1(- 
prote( 5 ting duties * They wcie, as lu h-a laid, a ip- culat’ori ; 

i'ji 
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for Ireland well Icnew that her very exiftence, as a commer¬ 
cial coimtry-j depe»ided upon the prote<Slion that the navy of 
ITngland gave to he^ fliippmg m time of war, and without 
which ihe could c^rry on no commeice at all. Much flrefs 
was laid upon thf lyftv p of courtervailing duties, but how 
were th J( count..! v^uling duties to be laid on > How was it 
po^hhlc to ^ .>iin the line, and by what plan of regulation 
were liny to orciatv. He wi/tied any Loid who honoured 
him V. nil A leply wot Id only ft ite any fingle poftible cafe in 
wrich by a enum'■\ n’mg duty, he could make out the 
fvfiem of If < 101 oc il tax il'on. The w itnefles at the bar had 

a • 

been alkod the fjicfaor, thev had admitted it was barely 
poflihle, that it d ri not amount to an a'^ual impoflibility ; 
hut th y un'fviimly dev-lared that thf,v did no*' know how it 
could be m iingc J and trulv afcei tamed. Hence it was evi- 
dent that oi'f pi mcip 'I balis of the propofitions w as on a 
foundation of air- and not of fubftancs fulKcient to fuppoit 
it. As to emigrations, there could be httlr doubt but they 
would mcrcale every day, and verify the v/ords oi the rc- 
fpe^alde manufacturers who were heard at the bar. They 
wrere fpeou'atifts for happineL on a plan of perm inent dur i- 
fion, and noble Lords ihould not meafure the fentimcnts of 
tbofe men by what their Lordlhips felt. The idc is of the 
T'eer and the manufadturer were totally different. The lai- 
had no fallacioui enjoyments to fill his mind, no vih- 
onary plrafures to gratify his fancy—no idle chimeras to 
employ his brain. He was not locally attached, only as 
bubnefs and his family endeaied him to the fpot where he 
lived, and when hc-femoved them to a country governed 
bv tiae fame laws, and pradtifing the fame religion, the place 
wheie he fixed would be as dear to him as the place which 
he had left, for all his pleafures wer^ his family and his ma- 
nanufnftuic. The advantages anfihg from the low price of 
labour, the cheapnefs of provifions m that country, and the 
circumftance of hiving two markets to refort to afterwards, 
thsFnghfti and the Triffi, would be found to be fo great, 
lint thole who could refill them, mull have a much greater 
leg ird for the country of their nativity than generally fell 
t'7 *^he lot of man, who was naturally inclined to make his 
own mteie’l th’^* primary objcul of his purfuit. He Hated 
a Ho the danger tint would arife to the revenue, from the 
circutnftance, that the perlbns whofe duty it would be to 
execute in Irel ind the laws that Ihould be made for prevent¬ 
ing the importation of foreign Colonial produce into that 
kingdom, and thence into England, would not be under the 
coiinol of the Britilh logiflature* Hence it might naturally 
be e\pe£l» d that a door would be opened to a ^udulent and 
-iij illitit trade.—This, in the beft regulated go\einmenf, was 

an 
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an ev»l to be apprebpnded; when the intereft of the govern-* 
ment a9 well ai th^ duty led themto vigilance and adjvity—- 
the Jaws againfl Imugghng were not earned into cHedl with 
the leaft lucccls; but it the mtereft of a Hate led them to 
■wink at contraband trade, he was aliaid there w.is little rea- 
fon to behe\e that the mere ftatute would incline them eiioer 
to folrcitude or adtivit/. Now, there was no evident intc- 
rell that could induce ricland to give a prcteieiice to the 
pioduce of the llritilli Ingar colonies. Tins intcieft would 
certainly lead them tne otliei viav, becaule tli* iaaiccapiiil 
emplovcd m the one tiaJe and the other, won! 1 incieiii, the 
amount of the impoits, md conlequently ot the duties, it 
the adventuier brought fonign fugars inftead ot Juitdh. 

\\ hat, then, mu ft he the late ot our colonies '—ami what 
the tue ot the nnny thoulands w'hole propeity was involvctl 
n ihciis > The noble Lord concluded with faying, thit on 
a view of all the circuuulances and proMlions, lie muJl de¬ 
clare It -^s his opinion, tbit if thefe lefolutions wtrc called 
tor by heiand, we ought not to concede them , and to giant 
them nnloiicitc d, rirtl oven agamll the wiihc* of'the peo^de 
of Ircl md, w as the height oi indifcietion and abluidity, 

Thf- hi uqms ot Lanjdoijun fud, he could not pothbly ague 
with the noble Lord wbo preceded, and thofe ^vho had toi - L niJuwu, 
merly fpoktn, in their cbpvSlions to the mealure. ll <\eii 
one tenth t'f the alleg.itions they had made, were ibimded 111 
fiuth, Britain ftiould not only fkiink from the airangi¬ 
ng nt, but even Indind flionld trctnbL at the aeci-ptanee* 

Vet were the benchts rreeved, hcY^could admit that the 
conlequcnces they had ftated would toUmv, as it had appeal¬ 
ed bv tlie ex]>ci»tmc of 1 ite vtais, evin to a matlieinatical 
ccrtnntv, that vvlutevei benflits Ireland nctiVidfrom thia* 
country, fo d^ep wasftie diawn into the voitex ot our good 
or evil, that the ftn*- fhe took in oar fubl^quc i t misf.M- 
tunes, was more thin (ufhciLnt to countcib \lancc tlic picct 
dent adv uitagv-s. "1 his, his Lordthip 1 nd, v/as evident fioin 
the circxiinftances ot the late war, witu t very profit ot the 
provitlon fade, &c. ftiehas not vet rccovt jcJ fiom the itiaie 
which, by a connedhon to intimate, the took m our call- ^ 
mities. 

With lefpedl; to the piefjnt arrangement, nis I ordflnp 
faiJ he ftiould not enter into any dilcullion ot the intercfts 
ot Ireland, as that care moie piopeily belonged to her own 
Parliament. He would give every indulgence to hlinifters, 
who, if they we^e not imatuated, would give that attention 
which a bufmeJs of fo much importance demanded. He 
lijd the utrtiolf reliance on the induftiy and abilities of the 
roble Duke who was at the head of affairs in Ireland, and 
his fecretarv, Thei.r property was one ground of confi¬ 
dence : 
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Asnfe; snd lio «r«t «ert3ia, tHtt at hoA tliey wovM not ^if* 
grace themlbtves m a tranfu^iniiy to Which, in every 
they wens perfis6ily e(|ual« With regard to our own Mi- ^ 
nifters, as he had Aid, they muft he loft m the moft criminal 
infatuation, if they had not prepared this great fyftem, with 
due and proper confideration; if they^, had not made them- 
fflves thorough mafters of all its bearings and tendencies, 
and confulted w^ith every individual capable of giving them 
light and afliftance. 

It had been ftated that this fyftem was a deviation from 
every thing that had preceded.—To this dodtrme he could 
not ftibfcribe * the deviation from the old fyftem had its cn- 
jjs in 1778; and llnce that time, various fteps had been 
taken, and this could only be considered as a continuance of 
the fame courle. In the year 1778, and ftill more fo m the 
^ear 1780, he confefled he had his ideas on the fubjedt of the 
relative (Ituation of this country and Ireland : at the latter 
period, m particular, he thought an advantageous and ho¬ 
nourable fettlement might have l>ecn made to anfwer a dou¬ 
ble piirpofe—to conclude all political and commercial quef- 
rions between this kingdom and Ireland; but by the liberal 
conduct of Britain m that treaty, to have held out to Ame¬ 
rica, an example worthy her imitation, and by which that 
continent might have eafier fecured her happinefs and pro- 
ffieiity, than by the means which fhe purfued. In the year 
1782, when tlie ftill farther ftep was taken, and in which he 
had the honour to have had a ftiare, he aflured their Lord- 
fhips that he was aifty ted by the fame feelings;—he wiftied 
to fee the connect lo^etween Ireland and this country efta- 
bliftied on piniLiplesof equality and reciprocity; and it was 
0OV/ his earneft folicttude that a fyftem ihould be formed, 
the fundamental prmciples of which ihould be permanent 
for evci. He always underftood that what was done in 
1782 was to be followed by a fnial adjuftment of all difte- 
rences, and that their commerce was to be relieved from its 
reftraints, as well as their legiilature. 

Much had been laid, and many references drawn from the 
^ evidence of the manufadliurers No man refpedled the manu- 
* fn£tureis rao^ than‘he did , they were lenfible, enlightened, 
clear headed, and provident. No men were better infarmed 
on all the lubjeifls with which their trade was conneded, 
than that body ; and Mtnifters muft always find it their in* 
tereft to confult with them, and to take their advice. They 
were liberal in their dutradkers, and ftedfaft and diftind m 
their Views. He faid that he had always been in habits of 
intercourfe and fnendftnp with them ; he boafted of the con¬ 
ned ton , and if at any time he had been uble to advance any 
ti.Mig in that Boufe on futl’yefts of trade, w^ch had recom- 
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mended itfelf to the attention of their Lordihips, he was in¬ 
debted to It for the information be had glined from tlie nia- 
Aufadfurers and merchants ot Great Britain. Hut when ne 
fpoke in thefe terms, he and tlieir Jbordlhips muff always re¬ 
member that tile manufadftirers were men , men like hiin- 
felf fallible, with prejudices, and lulijeiSl; to err, paiticularly 
where they were blinded by perfoiial uiteiell. Able as they 
were, he would not flatter them far is to (iv tint they 
were politicians, flatefmcn and financiers then was always 
the perfonal bias to be guarded againft, in coiiverlmg or in 
treating with manulaiffurers. He Inil obltrv'cd th it there 
■were two things to winch the ininutu^uier diiedled ill Ins 
ideas of policy ; the hr ft was, the monopoly ot tlie pmchafs 
of raw in xtcrials ; and the iecond, t!ic monopoly of the file 
of his manufadVure in the home in irl f r tlieic two hnmches 
of monopoly the manufidfurcr conlitK retl is indilpenfably 
due to him, and mall negociatioiib u «th ( jo\ eminent, ,n 
every advice winch thev gave, thelt wire ilvva'^s the fi li. ob- 
jeifls in theirwiew fo fuch a h-nf did ih "■v pnl"*! this, 
that if you wet" to afk a rr iniii i6ti.'vi for in- 

flance, and he imct'oncl Hdftixonl" i.f ' ni it v/is it i 
diftance, w iftniie to live in a 1 m ho iliooj 1 ih*.l not 
chufe to take a p!«ce nt ar* r h i , r’ hi. ' * pints 
111 his neighbourhood equally *pph ahl , I. *t a in i nlicMin-r 
of Halifax, what was tlie gre ftcic ci imt up'u ( ir^h, wis it 
iciony, was it murdei, w's itpaiiicuh ^ i \-o .Id aulwcr, 
no, none ©f tlielc ; it vvas the cxpo'»'i'5 t'r wct>l xmticr 
thefe ideas we hail pioceeded rather t-^ t r i mVi tin no¬ 
tion of giving to the manul uflin er of tiS ^ux i; i.Lt,..}, and 
of the home market, all taxes h id 1 wcltflT^Tl^u uru s, is 

things were iidiculoufly called, (iltl on a 1 jnol ft. d he 
knew not how the diftin6lion was lo he hr tween luxu¬ 

ries and nccfcflaries) , and the peoplr ot rusro'i.i j’ , Uh land¬ 
holder and man led man weie tn"« d Ik vt rd th* ii bcaiing, 
and in the moft difguiled way, tf.cy vx^ie tasi tl b\ being 
obliged to fell their law materi il at \tfharever price thoie wiio 
were interefted in its being fold, ihoulcl agiee to fiK on it; and> 
they were taxed by being obliged to buy inanufaiitured goods 
at whatever pnee the iamc men might chule to dilpoie of 
them. Xhe people had no alternative, they couni wot*fend 
their raw material to another market, nor go to another 
market for what they might want. He warned the nianu- 
faiSlurers bow they ftretched, this doftiine , it nnght be car¬ 
ried to a length that would open the eyes of men , they might 
defire to fee the advantages on both fides, and to know for 
what good reafon it was that they were thus to be fubiedled 
to b»r the burden of the manufacturers ; to tod for them ; 
andi why 3t was tliot they mafl: be driven by the multipli- 
XVIII. A' city 
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city of taxes, direct and circuitous, to foreign countries, 
while their manufa£lures wete chenflied and relieved m 
every poflihlo way 

The Chamber of Manufadturers he confidered as an inftt*' 
tut ion which might be produdlive of much good, and give a 
partial afliilance to Minifters though he confciled he was 
an enemy to people allembling, and giving to themfelves what 
names they pleafed , publifhing mpnifeftoes, edicts, and he 
knew not what to call their papers. He had no doubt but 
the Chamber of Manufa6lurets of Great Britain was very 
refpeflable, but he knew not with what pretenhons they 
adTumed tliatname, had all the manufadlurmg communities 
in Hittain fent deputies to the Chamber^ he had not heard of 
any having come to it from his part of the country. It was, 
however, an inllitution nearly like what he had long vvifhed 
10 fee eftahlifhed m the city of London How far it was, in 
Its prefent lhape, politic and legal, it was not for him to in¬ 
quire; the firll carnc within the pro\ince of Mmifters, and 
the fecond of the lawyers. He hoped, however, they would 
keep themfelves to then fimple objefk, and not harboui the 
idea of letting themfelves up as a bod), to over-awe Parlia¬ 
ment, or to inteilete with the political raeafures of the 
country. 

Noble Lords feeined very much to apprehend, that Ireland 
having an unlimited trade, would foon be able to beat Eng¬ 
land out of the foreign maikets, but he was convinced the 
apprehenlions weie groundlefs; tor a country without a ca¬ 
pital could not be a yval, in order to fupplant England fhe 
mull be 4blc to caiyuy^n two very dillin^l: kinds of trade, the 
canying trad?,*! 3 n*iftJ the depSt trade, for the former, fliips were 
I'eceflary ; novv the value of money requifte for fitting them 
out was higher in Ireland than ellewhere in Holland, the 
intereft of 1000I. (for which he would fuppofe a Ihip of a 
certain rate to be built) at two and an half per cent, was 
ash per annum, in England, at five per cent. 50I , and m 
Ireland, at fix per cent. 6ol —here was at the outfet, a dif¬ 
ference of 35]. between the value of the loool* m Holland 
and in Ireland : and of lol between the latter and England : 
in the carrying trade, therefore, Ireland could not pofiibly be 
a rivalp .'Ifie nature of ihe depot trade he explained this 
■way a merchant fpeculating upon a probable fcarcity, at a 
futum period m a market, lays up, en dep^^ a certain quan- 
tuy of goods until that period arrives, but in order to be 
able to do this, be muft be able to lie out of bis principal 
for a long time : and befides this, houfes were to be built; 
the necelTary engines, utenfils, and materials to be prbvided, 
a flock to be laid in , ail this, Ireland could iwt io by any 
means, for ihe had no capital; IC was wdl kiiowis mo-. 
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noy was fcarce there, that notwithftanding the ffertility of 
the foil, and numberlefs other advantages, ** money was not 
ro be had theie for love or money.” It would therefore take 
many centuries before {he could arrive at the Aage of opu¬ 
lence and pOTfedlion in which England was at this moment, 
and many more before fhe could furpafs her, unlefs it was 
fuppofed, what ought not to be fuppofed, that England would 
in the mean time negleiSt all her own advantages, and ftand 
ilill to wait for Irefand. The noble Vifcount had faid, that 
a ilipulation to receive IriHi linens duty free for ever, and 
continue the duties on foreign linens, might he attended 
with bad confequences in a future negotiation with lome fo¬ 
reign power, but he would never believe that any foreign 
power would a 61 fo improperly, or fo indecently, as to take 
offence at privileges bellowed upon fellow-fubjedls of one 
common Sovereign He was lure no Prince would load Bri- 
tith inanufa6lures with prohibitory duties for fuch a reafon. 
He had heard it faid by the manufa< 5 lurers and by noble 
Lords, that in cafe tliefe xefolutions were to pafs, the Einprefs 
of Rullia would be offended. There was no man breathing 
could entertain a higher veneration for that Sovereign than 
himfelf, he held her in a kind of worfliip, and confidered her 
as one of the greateft characters that hlftory could produce * 
but if the Emprefs fliould think proper to take offence at this 
country for what (he did with refpeit to her own dominions, 
if fhe fhould meditate any thing, in the moft dillant degree, 
unfriendly to this country, he dared to fay it vvasnotneceilary 
for him to recommend to the noble Mainuis who had the care 
of the foreign department, the courfe ought to purfuc. 
He knew how well the noble Marquis waS^iW«<o judge for 
himfelf, and how high his charadler was at the coiVts abroad ; 
but lurely the noble Marquis would, in fuch cafe, remind the 
Emprefs of the obligations fhe was under to this country , 
that without us fhe never would have been able to fend a 
flup into the Meditei ranean; to have raifed herfelf to power, 
or m truth to have been any thing. He had no doubt but 
the noble Marquis would always know liow to fpeak, and 
when to fpeak, on fuch occafions. Other powers m Europe 
had been nibbling at this country , powers whqwere, as he 
thought, fufficiently employed, and who ought nolj^efpecially 
m fuch a moment as the prefent, to provoke the power of this 
country. He laughed to fcorn all fuch impotent manaces; 
there was not a powei; m Europe whom a look from this 
country would not deter, or fuddenly bring back from any re- 
folution that they might haftilygive into from pique. This 
was the material diifiniStioii between this country and the 
powers on the Comment, that there was not one of them 
who muff not faenffee their commercial to their political m- 
^, K 7 , mterefts; 
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tcrefts, whereas fucli were the peculiar circumftances, anil 
fuch the good fortune of England, that Ihe could at all 
' times make her politic-il yield to ht.r commercial iiiteiefts. 
—^'Fhis was the advantage which flie at all times had, and 
which, 111 the management of a Mmiller of addrels and 
fpitit, a man who knew when totini® his rernonflrance, and 
how to maintain it, mull always protetl: us ngainft the little, 
miferable policv which ihould induce a rival ftate, on account 
of our p.iitiahtiCi to i f.ller kingdom, to lav duties of 40 
percent &.C on out luanulitflurfs He did not rnc m tint 
we were to enlei the liils wnh them by a uai of prohibiti¬ 
ons; luch hid too often tried —^but ftittlmen would 

Liu what he i,k uit Sik months would not pals w itliout 
pieiunting -in opportunity for this country to talk 10 the 
pioiuleft pov'er of Europe, and to talk to the ])urpoi». 

When the m i.iuf’^lurcrs expre^d their appicheiifions, 
therefore, thit by gumg a prefermcc to Irel ind, the foreign 
markets niigbr bo loll, they Ipoke Without know’ulgc of the 
ficuittes ot iSruain —lu liw no terms in this pictcence; 
and upon this «ccount the nnnuf nfunei s had nor'ccihon for 
alarm 'they had nub < d a true Inbjedl foi romp’tint m the 
tnxes that were hid uj on ibo pumitnie lltte, and on the 
l^igcs of imn'jfi(Mm( —J hat vi.lnch cnmprd their ipge- 
iiuitv, vlii""!! (1 llinheci till ir cfKui'', vtliich i > pofed cheir Ic- 
crets, which tool- fiom their ind.ultry its freedom, and 
fiom th'-*ii lit ns I tUiit\ , all ihele wen, incon\enient 
an I iiwis illo iiupohtic to hy tixc's upon luch manufic- 
tnus as wtu \tt 'll till 11 infuicy, «>r v>.frt in i pi ogre h of 
t nn; erition w ih 1’u-» Whit, l(«i iilliKc, could 

b'^ uioie nnpoliti’ <^iid fh mieful tl’in ro di .v the tom of 
hyj6nti*^c'i-, film tlu iiw mncridof thitbeau- 
i ti’1 miMUK'iftii • -is, uliich we had brought to fucli pet- 
Uolim ^ !’> ih s 1 nud’ciot'S duty in the full: uilhince, the 

II iiuif ufh r r WT* pi vfnted from making experiments, the 
onW r<*i id to in^p He was ccuivmctd tint if the 

jl'fs iiiinaticluicr. had tlie mt ins of making experiments, 
we Ihon'd canv tint beautiful article to a heiglit beyond the 
iitntation of Europe; and fliould confeijuently enjoy the 
whole of the marker he mentioned this particnlai article, 
1 ut tne piiyfcciple 's note or lefs applicable to all tha 
branches o^'oui manu hi5 1 * re 

The olne< 5 lions to the refolutions naturally divided them- 
fclvcs into different claifes. In the firfl: were thole which 
w’ere totally* wnthout foundation, and thefe weie not the fewtft 
in number, in the fecond clafs were thofe which could be 
remed'ed in fuiuic, in which were nil matters ot mere regu¬ 
lation. In the third were thofe which could not be reme¬ 
died, and which, in our confideration of the whole lubjedl. 
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we muft weigh, to know whether, fdr the fake of the aHvan<.» 
ipges, we ought not to fuhmit to them« Among the firft he 
reckonerl tlie ohje£tion that was made to the fyllem on ac¬ 
count of Its hnalty.—That it was final, was with him its 
praife the fundamental principles he hoped would be efia- 
bliflied on the moll permanent footing, but thele did not 
comprehend the detail of the fyfteni. Let the two nations 
underlland one another, in the fiifi phue, let them fairly 
meet on lundaniental princ]ple:>, and having actjuired mutual 
confuki’ci- in each other by the futlitul IcUbment ot the 
foundation, all the fuhtequciit eonfidcrations mi^ht he ealJy 
and gndually dileufled and deteimined: then thele coun¬ 
tervailing duties, which all fidis acknowledge*!] to be of dif¬ 
ficult adjullmenr, hnt which nohody would afleit to be ifn- 
pra6lic ihl{, might he regulai ly Icttled at the dilcrttion of the 
tvvo Fai I laments , and they might always headjufted to the 
Circi’in*' 1 ices ot the tinui., and be changed as occafions and 
r.tftFui 3 niipht icquirt. He had ideas on the lui>je(Jt; be 
could lu.i oivc them the nanu of a plan, hut he thought it 
■woidd not h:; jni|)olliI)Ie to luggell: a method, by yvluch, after 
Icitling the it'jKiaintnCa'pnnciples, all the body of the fjflein 
might bcanangid 

noble Lords ohjeifltd to the fyftcm’s being final he- 
caule It Mugiit present an i iiion between the two kingdoms, 
did they foi a rnonu nt tonlukr the pi.i6licabihty of au 
union f 1 l.tn weu levcial ciicumftances that diliinguifhed 
the c.uis t)f union with Irt-l.mtl, from thit ot Scotland. Hf 
hid alwass ithniied tlif wililoin ot thole great men who had 
ri gii' ted that momentous bufinefs ^^jiih Scotland In Scot¬ 
land thf* two crov^iu wire not at rfie tyjg^nqted^ but in Ik- 
liind the two cro sns were alitady lo. ^ibtl^r thing which 
was of the utmoli impoitanct, an union ot laws, had not 
exilted in Scotland, whcie to this moment both the judica¬ 
tures and pnncipks v’f 1 iw weie diftiiuSt fromouis, but m 
li eland the laws were alre<idy the lame, and more depended 
upon this cncumftanct* than could eafily be named. In 
Ireland the r«celfitv of Parlinnent feemed evinced from the 
conlecjuciices attending the want of it throughout this illaud , 
form the rebellion in 1745 he had been, Ire believed, molt 
truly informed, that the extent of that evil wws not known to 
the reprefentatives of that pait of the country then fituaied 
at a difiance; and that the lame thing was lately inilanccd 
refpeiSling the Roman Catno'ic? of Scotlmd, when the re- 
pre^ntatives of that country were found equally ill informed 
of the true fituation of things, and knew not that .1 law 
tolerating the pr clice of then religion, would have given 
offence, until they heard of the outrages that were cem- 
mitted m Edinburgh and Glafgow* Tire conneiSlion of 

lalt 
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faft 6bfet¥»tkm miglit fafiljr b» fce»i with refo^ to the Ro¬ 
man Catholidts ih Ireland, in cafe of the IriAi legiilatotO 
being withdrawn from that country. And that a A ill farther 
obje^ion feemed to remain from there hemg fcarceJy confi¬ 
dence in cither country in its rcfpedlive Parliament. And 
though the caufe of fuch want of confidence in the two Par¬ 
liaments was eaftly known, it was not fo eafy to apply a re¬ 
medy to the difficulty. Thefe were a few, and but a teir, of 
the obftades which lay in the way of an union. Bc'fore an 
union w-** talked of, Minifters muft knour the temper of 
the people of Ireland —High minded and jealous of their 
Jiheitics, Minifters muft firll learn whether the Infh nation 
would confent to give up their diftindt empire, their parlia¬ 
ment, and all the honours which belonged to their own roy¬ 
alty and ftate. 

The noble Vifeount Teemed to think the hereditary reve¬ 
nue would not produce a great furplus, becaufe the ale Ji- 
cenfes had produced lefs of late than they did a hundred yeais 
ago , but he did not think this was a convinciug argument, 
many taxes in England had produced lefs of late years than a 
■century ago. In Ireland, the falling off in the ale-licenfe du¬ 
ty arole fiom this, that the people there, as well as here, had 
■of late given into the pernicious habit of drinking fpirits: 
the other duties, however, could not decreafe, and moft of 
them would certainly increafe. But the noble Vifcount 
might turn his thoughts with pleafure to this circumftance, 
that the Iiifti Parliament, with a generous refolution to re¬ 
lieve the hereditary revenue, had adlually laid on new taxes 
to the amount of "140,00^1 a year ; and by a wife and a li¬ 
beral regulation-JbT^'fhcreafed the hereditary revenue full 
30,000!. per an^um. The noble Vifcount was apprehenfive 
that the three thoufand men that Ireland lent .innually to 
England, and paid out of her own Exchequer, might be re¬ 
called and difbanded; he fhould rather rene£t with fatisfac- 
tton, that inftead of three thoufand, Ireland might now, 
whenever the exigencies of England might require it, lend 
fifteen thoufand men to the aid of England, that was to fay, 
her whole military eftabliftiment, being herfelf fecure from 
hoftile invafion, through the numbers, difcipline, and fpirit 
of her volunt^f'army —Ireland was in little danger of be¬ 
coming an ohjeiSt of a defcient in any future war; for Ihe 
had convinced all Europe that ihe was able, with her volun¬ 
teer forces only; to repel dio attack of the moll powerful 
nation in Europe. 

And here he joined iffuc with the noble Vifcount, who had 
ohjedted, that the plan included a furrender of a balance of 
the hereditary revenue of Ireland, which balance appertained 
tn right perhaps to the Crown; but fo fiur from this bein^ an . 

objeQiOn, 
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ohjsAiony e thong htfnch a Afplay of ganeroltty cm the jparf 
of tite crown political, and merited full acknowledgcmem; and 
attention With re^£): to the equivalent tn time of war^ 
the proportions were rient, and properW left every thing 
in fuch cafe to the generolity of the inlk nation* When 
noble Lords had been talking of three thoufand men lent by 
Ireland to the fervice of Engljnc^ there was a far more am- 
gle field for return , namely, the hearts of two millions and 
a half of people to have at command ; Queen Elizabeth, who- 
well underilood thefe fubjefls, ufed to lay, that (he never 
was richer than when (he left the money m her hu£bancl*8 
pockets, namely, her people, only to be called for when 
rendered neceHary by the emeigency of the times. No peo¬ 
ple in the world had a more animated generoiity^ or elfufjon 
of heart than Ireland , this had ever been their national cha- 
laiSler and their pride ^ nothing would be lo/l by trufling to> 
It, and if Ireland had ever done wiong, it had been for the 
■want of a good leading, and by the niifleading of England. 
Here alone had been the grievance, and not with (the gene¬ 
rous Irijfll. When the iuhje6f of the return of Ireland was 
talked of, it was forgot what might be the negative advan* 
tages of the plan before the Houfe^ ^^imall country only had 
It in Its power to avoid a war, Tuch a country might he 
inug in the general contention, but a large country like 
England, mull at all times \ye more or lefs liable to mix in .1 
llruggle. In the prefent ftate of Europe, no one could an- 
fwer witli certainty for a peace conmnuing at any time m it 
for fix months, 01 for the part wiy^ it might be necefikry 
for us to take in a war we had had toOJ!pucl\ warning from 
the cafe-oi America of what nuglrt happen'irA that moment 
from Ireland* but he did not that F'rance would be the 
power precifely that was to interfere, but that there would 
always be found a France, fooner orlatei, to aid the con- 
fufion. He could not take uf 4 >n himfelf to fay what was the 
prefent temper and difpofition of Ireland with refpeff to thefe 
refblutions: he was juft from the woods; be had nocor- 
refpondeoces, and be had not thought it proper, from the 
path which he had prefertbed to himfelf in this bufinefs, to 
he very inquifitive, but from the common iitformation of a 
private man^ he could take upon bimfelf to fajP', that delay 
would be moft dangerous, that if the piefcnt ie^on was to 
pafs without this or fosnething dccilive being done^ who could 
aniwer for the confequences? If this was not the proper 
meafurr, what was to be fobftituted ? bow were the jarring 
opmiQcis of their Lordfhipt to be reconciled 1 He had Jatdy 
read in the Leyden pvpcr^ of a not having bappeoed in the 
theatre al the Hague, on account of a yOUsig adtefs^ fireni 
the embavt^Soient of a bad reception, having tit(fafdd to con- 
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into parties; and the conteft raged jsritbout ceafing» antil 
the manager, to ^tte}l the riot| intreated the audience to ia3r 
what oc^r piece he* fliould fabfticute in the room of that 
which they^could not purfue.—Here a frefti conteft began; 
oni^ciiiled for one play, another for another ; one called for 
Figaro; a fccond ior Mithndate, a third perhaps for Tho- 
rce , and as men can make long fpeeches on very flight fub- 
Je< 9 :s, a number of long fpeeches were made on the occafion, 
until It was difcovered at laft, that if they meant to have 
any play, they muft (upport the manager* In the prefent in- 
flance it was the fame, they might And fault with the lyUem, 
iay It wds badly planned, and not likely to have the dehrecl 
efltsfl; thev might fay the author was too young, and igno¬ 
rant of what fhouJd, conftitute a Miniller, and it they were m 
they could dobetter, or if another had flood in a little longer 
every thing would have been fettled , or others again would 
fay, How in the name of God did he twifl hiinfelf m to be a 
Minifler I but though this might be faid—but of what avail • 
they fbould confider he was manager $ and the tjueflton now 
was, not how became to be manager, but to^lupport him, 
or there would l>e no p^ay*^ ®od it was a matter of* more 
importance iUan the play in Holland —We weie not aiSting 
a coincidy , one of the j-noft lerious inrerefts of the country 
was at flake, and bloodihed might attend the poflponement 
©f the piece. , 

To let things remain is they were would, of all other ex¬ 
pedients, he the moft ddngerods. We had raifed the hopes 
of the IrilH n ation thgytwere on the rack of expeflation, 
and l?hey had/mmds tooVanguine to remain long on the 
flretclij and relax ungratifle^into patience and fubmifliom 
Sontething mufl he done ref^fling the general <]ueflion of* 
an adjuilment, and the corneirfilone of conneflion be laid in 
the prefent moment. That in/the interval of a fummer va- 
caflaon many events and ftorms might happen to wafh it away, 
if #^was not IbJ idly and deeply laid; and that if there was 
kiet now a beginning, it might be doubtful when we might 
, ever again bavt a engnee to iee the beginning take place* 
WhUd peace kiffled we Ihould avail' outielvCs of the oppor- 
afKd Torro a plitn while in a flat© dP quiet, which 
idfilgfetigrow halHtu^ befliie we came agam* into a ftate of 
trotl^le and dirflmTs* . ' ' 

• ^ £,4t^J^rM^ktof:k'txp the argument of the noble Mar- ’ 
^s« Hk bind 4 dd that^lb^fundamimtal pnnciplesof the fyf.* 

' tem'wdm |>eri!|Kae^ and unalteiable, and yttibe duties 
dsj^eny’iisticdif yi^ht bd^iitered ottnodijSed by the Parlia* 
nferidk-tyf l iid i'tw* kingdomc^at their difcretion. jfie wilbed 
the ooble Mtrqnis, m faymg this, bad had tlus goodne^ to 

point 





pomC mt wkit «««re ftw lfot^«lM«btiil 
As hft ooncei«dl the fttodameitti^ lirtodplhs ^irtns 
ties oA aiticlei in both kingdoms ihoutd he ‘•|iial» endddiiic 
the reciprocity of the intercouif^Jjhoold depend on the mry > 
circumSance of this perfed and ccmpleat equality. Hpw then 
could the duties be altered at thedifcretioti of the PatiiahienCi 
m the two kit^doms, and the Aindamental principles of ^ 
fyiUm at the f^e time remain diced and unMterable? TnaC 
tne equalization of duties was the fundamental pnnciple and 
corner iloqe of the refolution^, he referred to the orij^nal 
copy as introduced by Me. Secretary Orde to the Irilh Par¬ 
liament. He read the two refolutions, which date that tho 
duties ftiould be the fame in both kingdoms, and that where 
any article was burthened with an internal duty in either kin|^- 
doro, a countervailing duty (hould be laid 6 n the fame aiti<» 
cle in the other—and he accompanied the reading of tbele ro* 
folutions with the commentary which Mr. Orde had made on 
the occadon, as dated m the Inih newfpaper, and which hp 
nnderftood conveyed faithfully the fubdance of what Mr. 
Orde faid in the Houfe. His expreffions were, that thus an 
end was put to all conted, for by this equalization of duties. 
Great Britain had it no longer in her power to crufli the maip 
nufaftures of Ireland. This certamlv was conddered by Mf* 
Orde, as the principle and founda^n of the compafl { and 
be had too good an opinion of him to believe, that he did noo 
deliver himfelf to the full amoun^of his indruflions, and 
that he did not fay what he conddei 
Mmiders, and the foope of their 
be the feeling and ientimeilt of th 
they are told that that which the 
was the corner done of the buil' 
pleafure, that the duties were 
of the two countries, as circ 
they not judly comi^in of 
It was not m this tndai|< 
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to be the intention of 
eme. * What then muft 
'Iridi Parliacfiimc, whms 
re given to .underdand 
was to be removable sc 
alterable at tlie difeiPtion 
ces might arile; would 
n? 

that they had been de» 

. _•_it «_« ^ . * 


cetved. The refolutions, as dated to them orinnally by Mr. 
Orde, were mod edmt|plly diderent from thole which diclr 
Lordditps had now before them. They had been commil^' 
on ptemifes which did not now pxld; and in the or^rinal ttic» 
tbod and plan of the whole bufinefs, bocb*>c<mntrtei'W«iw^'‘ 
equally derived; for by the refolutioos at they now ^ 

the intercourCe was now to take pbwe on any one given acife’' 
cle, where a duty coidd not be devifed and dxtled to countei^ 
vail the internal duties which might lie on it in the 
no countervailmg duty could be found, the intetcoaifi^ Id 1 ^ 
forth as that article, was not to take plaM.^afidiheiiiMri 
li^kiU agreed with the evidence at the her, that 4 j|em 
articute w 6 ni oosmtervailing dnfiet Watfe iMudty 
Voii. XVHI. I if 
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imift be c»^» Why mat; the iahNrcoorfe wm imprafttee* 
, fc^-*and yet i^ wa« tM fyfteni which both CQantrtet had 
received with good humoe^affid which was for ever to ietUt 
ait dif^rences between theiw. He defiled to know if the fet- 
ttement and managesnent of thofe couotervjiling duties ought 
ixit to Iidve been attwnpted previous* to the expoiure of the 
rei^uttoiis ? Were there no arithmeticians in the two king- 
iloms—no Board of Cuftoms—no Comrniflioners—no Reve¬ 
nue ol&cera who might have fat down and inquired whether^ 
onaoy given an tide, countervaitir^ duties were pradicablo 
or not? 

'The isoUe Marquis had gone pretty much into the qoef- 
tion of monopoly^ and bad manifefied Hts ftncere deilre that 
all monoply ^ouldi be deflroyed, the monopoly of raw ma¬ 
terials m the infant Rate of the manufadure, and the mono¬ 
poly of the home market to tts coafumplion. The arguments 
of the noble Lord in defence of ihcfe modern dodrines, or ra¬ 
ther old and exploded dOKSIrines icvived, were adclrefl^ to the 
landed and molited mterefi of tl^e kingdom with extreme art, 
hut he trofted, that m the prefent day oi light and mtellt- 
gence» that his do^rineS would never be embraced. He faid, 
there was a time tn the rei^n of Clnrles II. when tliefe mo¬ 
nopolies w«i» abohfhed, Vid when tlie raw matenais were in 
the firfi infiance freely transferred to trance, and her manu- 
&£lcites as ftecly received/again. Whot was the confeqveoce? 
France tuatiufamured foi lilngland, aiul fupphed us with every 
thing hut heavy broad clZ/th. Did tlie farmers and laml-ow- 
yefs find this to their ac^ntage? Did they find chat the fo- 
ttka market ix the raw Liatcnals pf England was fuperioc 
liome market ? ^ No^.Ligbt broke through tlie prejudi- 
dA of the Court. They la^that it was valuable to give to 
%liA manof|£Iujrer the raw o^erial aqd the hmiie confuinp- 
fdpili as by that means he opeM foreign channels of tiaue, 
bi^ drew the uioney 'of ail nmions into the pociteta of his 
Ql^mmen. If therefmie there were at this momeot any 
fiUy cioi&<;^ts engendetiiig la the tpiod&of men of 
b trade with France, and of taking her maoufadurea 
<Nsr paatenals, he had no doubt hut the good fenfe and en- 
*il|dlftnjK4 pdltcyof the natiooi wouldr ovettum any fuch fpe- 
llpauvb oh^niera. By the iangui^ of the iK>ble Marquis, be 
not feem to wifit that any 'emffinl pre£ei«nco fhonid ho 
! wjujL^^^ ^ iitanufiiffiiQes or the manufaifliires 

b»jC that his lyfientof commercial freedom* like 
Deaci Glotstefter’s, Bkould throw open all the 
of to tke maottfiiSujE^sof all the world, 

M the o«icisigsc<^ theKevw De^ he vuifi fity, jdiat he ne- 
eead ihflBS informiwi<Aa on, tilii fMuttieulae iuh- 

■fiat 
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fed ; htt TM thutt the 

•dvantageouB to thji tontry t hecauih tliey 

jtlroy the ahotnitiii^Jb tnonepoly of thw Whft**Indl« Cel oni« « * 

ftcondly, beOaele they Broold deflroy 

tiOf>oly of ttie Eaft-ladta trsuie*-*and thirdly, becaufe 

would aboliih the molt abominable of all monopoTiee^ bbefhON 

nopc^ of our navigation laws. Now thefe i^vantages^ ta^h, 

the iJean had taken the pains to ftate to the world III« 

pamphlet^ were all done away as the reibltitiont now 

tot the Wefi«lndia motK^oiy was to be from hence fe it h 

bound round the necks of l&ngland and Ireland^ from which 

it was never to be loofened :-...The Eaft-India monopoly Was 

provided for by a fpeciat refolution added for the pufindi^ ftnd 

acknowledged to have been intended, though not puMtfbttd^ 

at the beginning, and with refpe£t to the monopoly of'‘our 

navigation laws, fo juilly ^lous wete we of it, tfuKt HO 

fewer than feven new refolutions were introduced to fbcuft it« 


The noble Lotd went into a diftmdl; hiftorical detail of fhp 
proceedings with regard to the emancipation of Ireland. Ho 
dated the year 17;^8 as the birth of the cera of her dehveraniae 
from davim reftndltons; and he praifed the broad and* an- 
lightened policy of Jjord North m the fyfbem which he pur*, 
fued, and which completely feithfd yhe commercial ctmms of 
Ireland to the prefent day ; for thraadls of 178a were mereij|r 
the deliverance of that kingdom political reftri^ionth 

The noble Lord adverted to what toe noble Marquis had faid 
of the manufacturers. Thofe gentfemen had proved thena-* 
felves, in hii mind, mod defervingW the confidence of Ban* 
liament, from the liberality of tbeir ^mds as well as from thetr 
inteliigence. They had all along iuid that they did not wifk 
to deprive Ireland of the peculiv^d local advanti^s of heir 
fituation and foil. They only wtlhed to Hart fair oU the 

E round, and they at the fame time dated, that they did not 
elieve that the eonfuquoTnees m thefe refolutions would he in*« 
dantaneoudy felt by this country. They had fetrly 
that they h^ pwfonal reafons for notltransferring their pro* 
petty and arts to Ireland; but they fatd at the fame time, th«C 
the advantages fbr mannfa^rers and merchants fettling kt 
Ireland, would invite them to do fb in preference to fettliiigr. 
here. They knew little of the g^ius or dualities of men^ 
who hefiutra in faying, that where intered was ^ end, 
men would not malm their ele6;ion of place where iutereft 
pointed out. 

The nobfe Lord went into a feries of chjedlons to feveral 
of the resolutions. In regard to the finirth, he tnuft fmdiy 
declare hit mind, that UiereUy there waf a mantfed and Hear 
reafllimption of Che fhperintendtilg le^datife power. What 
could booMwi igcpliott than this ^ Tiar wefent wm oietain 

w i L % aCIs, 



__ '<ilie<lfc^l<we tfeink necefiary 

^_|;«Oilof empiii% and w« can upoft ftm implicitly 

to 9^t The noble Ibmrd^fraiit at coniiderable length 

into tHOitetuI of die refblations, as be might not have an op- 
portnnity of ddtyering bimfelf on them when they came to 
it ^bvenUjly difcnfSid* He concluded with declaring, that the 
toptloQ 'for leaving the chair, m order to give them an oppor- 
^tinuty to diicnft the matter more deliberately, to weigh ah 
''Im ’pillts^ and to lee whether an union might not be formed 
<011 terms of true and per£e£t reciprocity, was both a wife and 
a^prndi^ meafnte, and that for which he Ihould give his 
^ voSoe. 

»^Vlie Mw* The Marqms of Liinfdmmt tn reply to Lord Loughborough, 
Cald» diat the noMe and learned Lord leenaed not awar^ that 
'0 iMUtfceiar advantage arofe, with refpedt td the alteration of 
the ie& h^ntial parts of the treaty, from there being two 
{’arlibrneots^ as alterations could then be made without breach 
hf comfka^ by mutual conient, negotiated through the Mi* 
"niftty And Sovereign of both countries , and each Parliament 
Ih turn pafs an Adt to have force upon any given fub* 
Vrhen the other palled a fimtlar adl. He had alfo totally 
Atfifa^ceived him as to the defcription of the Irilh propou* 
doAt, the balls of which Im thought refpedled an alteration 
df commerce ahilradlea^rom thevconlideratten of duties. 
.Wit}! regard to foreig^i jaiticles he had particularly ftated^ 
that each country was ttf pmferve a preference to the articles 
of the other, as it woul^be lingular indeed for England, to 
lie prevented from conl^ing the linens of Ireland, in pre¬ 
ference to thofe of any'Vher country. Where he fpoke of 
^ ill policy of prohibitions, he did not mean to exclude the 
Idea ofourdMliiigthe (xmlM^tion of foreign articles with pru¬ 
dent duties; on which fubje^ he took occaiion to hitrodace 
thewntion of the late reppti of the Commilfioners of the 
Culioma, which he faid was a board that were a perfedt mo¬ 
del fer their ioduft^, integi^y, ability, and execution of 
^etr duty, and had ^nalifed thmfelves on particular occa- 
luofls, in a way that Ihewed they wen not only equal to tho 
rbullriefs of a noard of Cnlloms, hut of a Boara of Trea- 
< fut^.. The ptfSage hfs Juoldlhip alluded to being eorious, we 
give a« fellowx'; < 

Fliifeihhions fetdoul antwer any purpofe but that of mo- 
nopdy I no receipt can asife from t^m, unlefs by their vio¬ 
lation Wthe forfeiture of the’felzed goods; and jdieir princt- 
'pal dlfedf te^Kinder'ihe levenne from profitii^ by the iro- 
pc^thni oftha^rolubicAd articles without giving much im- 
provWot nrfennsl^^tofhdaiftive prododlions^ amoi^ ma¬ 
ny othM^ cafiihl^ks Ibntierly produced a duty of 

abOlMtge^neip|;> pnr'innikn^' which it no# loft to the public 

treaforv. 
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treaforyi y^itis 

mantifaAure it not dkninilhft^ Wd: Mi ihnb lAvd^g^twt 1^% 
foa CO believe, that large tjoanticies of ftockinga^'^^MlW 

f loves, and t»oplins, are clandeftinely introduced iieio from 
reland. Nor is the injury confined only to the giving op 
the receipt on the import; of the prohibited commodities, hut 
the evil confequenccs extend themielvess. farther, by driving 
perfons (not otherwife ill difpofed^f^mto obtaining the pro* 
hibited good by fuch iintfler means, as, when once invented 
with fuccefs, are too often earned into pradtice for the in« 
trodudlion of other fpectes, that ftili continue fubjeSt to 
cniloms. 

It is alfo nfually thought necefiary to mforce prohihi* 
tions by fevere penalties ; which cannot fail to deter many 
perfons of wealth and probity fiom engaging In trader in* 
cumbered with laws, thatexpofe them to the rifejue of rum 
upon the {lighted nnilake m point of form or pia£lice. , 

**'The tnfpedlion of the before-mentioned voluminous Kft 
of prohibited goods, enforced by enoimous penaltle^ cannot 
but caufe matter of much furpnze and fenous reflvdlion, to 
mark how few articles are left as fair objedls of revene tutid 
commerce, ui a country that boads of the title of a trading 
nation. ’n. . 

** All high duties, which roake\c fcarce poffible to trade 
fairly in the goods upon which they are impofed, are equally 
hurtful to the revenue, and equalmfavoamble to finugghog^ 
as abfolute prohibitions are. | 

<< Ther^ore, according aa the ^folutions contribute to 
abolifh prohibitions, or to edablifli Suitably modcrata duties, 
th^ will improve the revenue.” * • 

The Lord Chancellor fpoke of jthe indecency of the motion THeloAl 
for the Chairman’s leaving the chair, with a Hiew to get rid tha^odWi, 
of a imfined which had ctecupied fo much of tWetr Lordflups* 
time, and after they had fpent upwards of three wfeks sn the 
hearing of evidence. He then touched on tlie objea aH the 
refolurions, the general policy of which went to unite mwm 
clofdy the intered of the two countries, and to eftahhihmi 
a firm hafis their commercial mtercourfo. He then recaps* 
tulat^ the various refoluttons and adU which had pafled for. 
accomplidiing that purpofe from the year 17)8, when tlw res. 
laxation qf our authoiity over Ireland began, to the prefoHt 
t^ne. From the refolution of he fa^, it was clear that 
government intended to j^erfefl: that commerckil fydem wbidti 
was then begun. In countries fo dofoly conne^d, (l^anslite 
intereds ou^t not to ejxid; he was thexeforu forry toobforoa 
with how mueh induftry the ill*fouttded damour of the ma* 
nufaidurers had been eketted* He find our domefttc and'fo* 
reign enemies had taimn no finalt pains to promote jeaknfies; 

hut 
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notwithikii^ini; j|ll tbts ehmour, he was not willing 
allow that the meaitfhs was unpopular, even though 120,000 
hames had lippeared orf a hugr tnafs of parchment, declanng ^ 
their diiSent to the proportion. It was well known that thele' 
names were procured with much indullry; even fchbol-boys 
were admitted to Agn their names. Nor could he allow all 
the weight to Mr, Wedgwood that had been afcribed to 
him He conlidered ht'^k as a refpediable manufacturer, but 
though he Was a good potter, he was but an hidifierent po* 
litician. 

With regard to thfe infringement of the legiflative autho¬ 
rity of Ireland, which had been fo long dwelt upon by fome 
hohle Lords, and by the ingenious and learned Counfei at the 
bar; he denied that fuch would be the confequence of the 
t^olutions. If the Parliament of Ireland did not make laws 
for the protection of her trade, then it was at an end. Was 
not the colonial trade granted to them on that condition ? 
Such laws did-then exiTl in Ireland, but thjy were annual, . 
and they were not obliged to renew them, Tne very mean¬ 
ing of tne woild participation implibs, that it may be of mu¬ 
tual advantage to both countries, and Without that, the bafis 
of the treaty is broken, and it mufl fall to the ground. He 
would beg leave to afk i^itjwas of ahy confequence in a treaty 
of that kind, which was^ounded on reciprocity, on which 
fide It originated ^ As tojcountervailing duties, he had no dif- 
Sculty in declaring it tofbe his opinion, that they would be 
fully adequate to the aid propofed. Upon the whole, he 
hoped he had laid enou/li to imprefs their Lordfhips of the 
neceffity there was of coming to a concluAon with the ar¬ 
rangement *propofed, and confequently that the motion ought 
to be oppoled. « 

The Comwittee then divided on the queflion, that thb 
Chairman do leave the chair; 

Contents - - - - ay 

Non Contents - / - - - 58 

Majority - - - - - 31 

The original motion was then put and carried, and'the 
. Houfe rofe at Lour o clock. 

Afonday^ *Jtily 11. 

The Houfe being refolved into a Committee^ Lord ll.iwke 
in the chair, the clerk proceeded to read the fecond propoA- 
tion, when. 

Lord Loughbatougb rofe and obje^ed to it in its prefent 
prefent form, upon a variety of grounds, he contended that 
U contained a potion in dtreCI; cckitradtCttoa to tha evidence 

which 


LdUghbo' 
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which had been given at the bar of that liouib, and 
every man m the kingdom, he believed, *would condemn as 
falfe , to avoid therefore an imptitarion of that kind being cail 
>on any of their LordHit-ps’ proceedings, he would trou*ble then^ 
with a motion for leaving out the words ** it is for the eilen- 
tial benefit of the nianufafiurers.*’ That the paffing thel(| 
propofitions, and admitting tlie Inili to ** a full participa¬ 
tion of their trade,” (another part of the fame refolution, on 
which he wopld fay a few words hereaftei), would be advan¬ 
tageous to the manufatStiirers ncre, was too abturd, it did not 
come within the line of probability, and conlequcntly ought 
to be rejcjCted from their relolutions. He was the more ready 
to propolc tins alteration, beciufc it was not part of the pro¬ 
positions which bad been fent over from Iieland, ihef flrfl of 
them, out of which the firft and fecond of the prefent had 
been formed, but fo ditTerent from the original, that them 
was fcatce a fingle feature to know them bv, had not a fen- 
tence of the kind, nor indeed was he able to conceive bow 
any perfon could ever have thought of lolemnly afleiiiiig, 
that giving away part of the manufa£lurers piofits would be 
of peculiar advant tge to him , he thought hefides, it woulld 
aUo be of as much credit to that Houfe if, btfo^e they agree 
to this reiolution, they made it grammar, a circumdance 
which he fappoled the fiamei of it had confideipd as uniic- 
ceffaiy. Kis Lordfhip then conclucfeJ by repeating his mo¬ 



tion ^ 

Lord Sydney faid he would have likt'd the refolution as well Loid Syi- 
if It had not contained the part objeebd to by the nohle and 
learned Lord ; but as it was inlerti 4 , ‘be was againft leaving 
It out He luppolcd every noble Lord, who did jiot think 
thefe refolutions would he for the advantage of both coun¬ 
tries, would vote for the amenddient, but, for his part, he 
was firmly of opinion, when he confidered thci^elative fitu- * 
ation, that they would experience reciprocal .vlvantages by 
them, and therefore he could not find any didicuUy m allent- 
ing to the aflertion. • 

Lord Stormont went largely into the ajifurdity pf the pofi- 
tion, and condemned it in grnerai terms: a pofition which most, 
the noble Loid bimfelf would have In-tn as well plcafed it bad 
been without, he gave him ciedit for tile af&riion,' and 
doubled not but futh w'ould be found the general opinion: 

It put him m mmd, be faid, of a circumftance recorded by 
Lord Clarendon, reQiediing the decifion of ih? judges on the 
quellion of fhip money , for they declared that to be the law 
which every man in the kingdom knew was not. Tbit open 
violation of truth funk deep into the hearts of the whole 
kingdom, and was not afterwards to be eradicated ; he there¬ 
fore cautioned their Lordfliips againft coming to a deciiaon. 




1 $ 


f|ie ViHracffy 'of W^ich yrould be fo generally difputed, and 
€ouhl be fo datly ^ntradidfed. He wterved, that notwith- 
ilandtng mticb had been laid to prove that no manufafture 
could thrive m a poor kingdom, or hold a competition with * 
9 rich one, he was very far from acquiefcing in that opinion* 
knowing we or two inilances that went dire^ly to the con* 
frary t the tnanu&i^ure of gauze in Scotland, for mflanjce, 
in a vety few years, had got coniiderably forward, and it 
was a well-known fa£%, that poor as Irelatid was conjeiSlared 
to be, and rich as England was held out, that the tatter could 
not by any means enter into a competition with the former 
in the article of linens, therefore, it was plain that tt was 
not fo much to riches as to the attention paid to a manufac¬ 
ture which lendcred it floarifhtng. The amendment pro- 
pofed by his learned friend, he tiiought a very judicious one, 
and doubted whether any noble Lord could lay Ins hand upon 
his lieart and fay, he did not confider the refolution as it 
now Hood, as containing a direct falfehood, he was latisfied 
in his own mind ir was fo, and confecpientiy iliould fupport 
1 ^1^ motion foi the ominion. 
sn»«l,i»rd Lord Chantellor (Lord Thurlow) faid it was no mat- 

ObmceUoi ter to ihijfo what was the hiftory of the reiolutions, or how 
they had come into the prefent Ihape, he knew nothing of 
them originally, it wasHdfficient for him to conAder them as 
they now appealed, atull m that form he thought they me- 
riud luppoit. '1 he cafe that the noble Vifcount had alluded 
to, m his opinion, boreynot the Icaft analogy to them, be- 
cjufe they were founded on reciprocal advantages, and would 
he of benefit to both countries; each manufacturer was to have 
the privilege of fending his goods into the markets of either 
kingdom, under fimiiar reftri£tions, and fuppofing there to 
be an equal exportation from the two countries, would it be 
contended that the manufadturers of both would not be bene¬ 
fited by the gening there would be made for the confump- 
tion of their trade. Their Lordihips had already voted that 
the commeice l>etw'cen Great Britain and Ireland, ihould be 
regulated on equitable principles, and yet is was now pro- 
poled to deny that the principles meant to lie adopted were 
for t 4 )e mutual advantage of both ; it was true, as far as he 
knew, of the hiftory ofthefe propofitions, from the minutes 
of the Boufe of Commons, that what now conftituted the 
fird and fecond had originally been in one, and that on being 
divided in that Houle, the firft paiiad unanimoufly and the 
♦econd had been carried by a verV coniiderable majoiity 
bur he could not lee the leaft reaion for making the propofed 
alteration, becanfe he was fatisfied that a hill participation of 

beiieht of 

The 


commercial adv«itage| would be ultimately for th: 
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The quefljon was then pqt for leaving out the words “ it 
is for the effential benefit of tlie manufadurers,” which was 
, negatived without a divifion. 

A converfation then took phce, in which Lord ThurJow’ 
obferved, that ** full participxtion*’ meant only “fair parti* 
cipation,” and tint as there was no nntenal diffeience in th« 
words, to make an alteration might occilion jeaJoufies 111 the 
fiftei kingdom, while it was coiuendctl on the otlitr hand, 
tint by continuing the woid * lull” ii would be giving them 
an oppoitunity on the other fide of the water loi civilling. 

Loids Loiigliboiougli, 7 hurlow, Stormont, and I il/wil- 
Iiam, were up leveral times, when at length the tpieRion was 
put and rejefltd 

Jij 12. 

I^oid Htwke hiving tak^n the cli ni, in amendment was 
propolwlon the thud piopolition foi ippointing a limited 
timt- toi allowing the dnwbicks on foreign articles exported 
fiom tins kingdom to liclmd this dri \v on a coineifation, 
icipe£ling the half lubiuly ind the incieaie of the hereditafy 
revenue. ‘ 

The quf (non wis pnt on the amendment, and earned with¬ 
out a divilion, md the thud piopo^tion t en pafltd.—The 
fourth was next re id by tlit cleik of the Houk, and palled 
, without a fin^k woid being i ud on it. 

hori\ Lc It hb^} 07 /oi\ the lixth relulution, thought it ne-LJ Lough* 
celTir) to obltrve to their Lordfliips, thit an amendment was, bwo»gb. 
in his opinion, aeluilly lequiiitv- in .order to fccure to this 
country ilie point of ]ufticf m relpeiff to colonial produce, 
winch the whole of the nlolutions meinr, and whLh, though 
evidently foigot in tins one, yet, lio doubt, was meant by the 
Ipirit, though not mekuhfl ni the Icttej ^he objedlion 
which lus Lord/liip hid vvis to the niteidiifYiop of foreign 
lums into Irelind, whilil an opening was left for the impor¬ 
tation of fouign hr mdies, wliiah were a Ipirit tqually perni¬ 
cious to the (.olonul trade, ml equally dediuolne to the 
niirket in this country. He ihould, therefore, wuh tluii: 
Lordihip^’pf'diilfion, propole ai^aiiiendment for the purpofe 
of including alt foreign lirong wa^tr , in ^ich of courgb * 
brandy would be included . ** 

Laid r a/td n wis well aware that the introdutSlion of fo-Ioid Cam-* 
reign fpirits into Lnglind, as well as into Irtl-^nd, was per-“^“* 
nicious , but as the brandy came not within tlie defcription 
of the propoAtion now before the Houfe, he fliould wim the 
learned Lord td deter that luhjefl to another opportunity, to 
withdraw his amendment, and to bring in a bill for the pur- 
pofe, not on the conlined and Angle article of brandy^ bat on 
foreign fpirits in general. 

VoL. XVm. M Lo.d 





9 ° 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17*^. 


i 


4 


Lough* 

horough. 


Lori Cum- 
ien. 


Lord Loughborough (aid he (hould be moft willing to with¬ 
draw his amendment, if he did not think that the interdiction 
of foreign brandy into Ireland was a matter adually requiilte 
to the ipint of the prefent refolutions, nor could he perceive 
why, or on what account, the noble Loid fiiculd objeCt to 
the projpofition Why were foreign rums interdiCled ? Was 
it not for the purpofe of giving a preference to the colonial 
produce in the home market ? and if Ireland was to become 
a participator m the colonial produce, Ireland Oiould equally 
inteidiCl Fiench biandies. 

Lord antd n fnd the learned Lord did not feem to know 
that the duties on biencli Ipirits in Iteland aheady amounted 
to a prohibition, v d that of courfe the BnliOi Colonial pro¬ 
duce could not fulFer by their mtroduulion into that king^ 
dom. 


LoriChan- The Lord Chanccll.r ohferved that he confidered the fuh- 
« or. ^ 11^ quite a different point of Mew the refolution declaied 

that they were aggregately for a mutual participation of com¬ 
mercial advantages, and that fuch being tlieir true intent and 
meaning, it became the duty ot Ireland, and Ireland was vir- 
tvraily bound to continue tbofe high duties on the importa¬ 
tion of foreign brandies, wIiilIi at prtlent exifled in that coun¬ 
ty. 1 here was no doubt but they would It was a part 
or their promife m the leXoiution, that the duties on the im¬ 
portation of foreign goods were to be fo equalized, that the 
advantages of the colonial produce were to be reciprocal. 
Now It was an evident tafV, if the Info Pailiament took off 
the duties on French brandies, and thereby injured the home 
' confumptioti of Britifo-lfland lpiri»'s, then they broke the 
compact into which they had entered Befules if the noble 
Lord looked to the confcquepces of admitting his amendment, 
he would find that his argument on brandy held good in re- 
fpe£t to ever)^ther foreign produce; and that there would 
be a neceffity, it the exception of brandy was admitted, to 
agree to an amendment enumerating all the different articles 
imported fiom the foreign market, diffmguifoing each. It 
was better, therefore, to take the piopofftion as it flood, and 
to abide by it in the general terms of the agreement, than to 
. enter fpecificaHy into what foould be the duttes on «i«h arti¬ 
cle of foreign import For thefe reafons he foould give the 
amendment his motive 

£arl Fitxwilltam perceived the moll extenfive field would 
be opened for everj^r ipecies of fmogglmg. And he prefumed, 
the ruin of the firitifo colonies would not be much regarded 
by Ireland, or even in Great Britain, while the French bran¬ 
dies and wines could be fo eafily obtained. 

Lord Sydney was of opinion, that the reflations now exift- 
ing, as well as tliofe vrhtch, it might well be fuppofed, the 
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wtfdom of both nations would afterwards, and from time to 
tune, adopt, would operate in fuch a manner, as to prevent 
*all clandeftine piadiices ot that kind 

Earl Fitawilliam adhered to what he had Hated, as moil 
likely to happen. 

The Duke of Richmond entered into the policy and expe- Duke of 
diency of the meafure, and alledged thit the amendment 
propofed by the noble and learned Lord was precluded by the 
fpint of the whole fettlement 

Lord Stormont adverted to what had fallen from the noble Lord Star* 
and learned Lord. His reafoning, in his opinion, went to 
what was more elpecially the iubftance and tendency of the 
fouith propofition 

The quellion was put on Lord Loughborough’s amend¬ 
ment, when their appeared. 

Contents - - - - - 12 
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The refolution of courfe pafled in its original form 
The lixth refolution was next read, and alfo palled with¬ 
out any amendment. * 

On the ieventh refolution. Lord Loughbotough hA'Loxkfjx* 

to the phrafe ,—a time to be limited, yhich occaiioned a con- borougb- 
verfation on the nature of import and exjiort trade, which 
refted entirely with Lord Loughborough and LordThurlow. 

’The amendment, however, propofed by the former, was at 
laft, after much explanation, agieed to by the latter; and the 
refolution, thus amended, palled the Committee. 

The eighth refolution being read. Lord Stormont and Ld Stor* 
pointed out the ncceflity of making an amendment, with a 
view to an equalization of duties between the two countries, 
in regard to goods exported. He faid, as the reflation Hood 
at prelent, Ireland had a peculiar and materral advantage 
over England, m refpt£t to the export of fevcral of her ipa- 
nufaflures, but more particularly in regard to one of the 
moH important manufaiSlures we had, the manufa6lure of 
iron. He reminded the Committee, that the duty on foreign 
iron imported into England was 2 1 . 16 s. the ton> whereas the 
duty on foreign iron imported into Ireland was only 9s. 7 d» » 
per ton. Add to this, the extreme low price of labour m Ire¬ 
land, and the cheapnefs of the price of provillons compared 
with their price in this country, thefe together gave Ireland 
an advantage to the amouht of twenty ^er cent, over us in 
the manufacture of iron, A great deal, his Lordlhip faid, had 
been urged in a former debate, m refpeCt to the low price of 
labour in Ireland, as if that had been the whole of the ground 
of the argument adduced in proof, that m point of manu- 
faiflure, Ireland had a great and a feiiHble fuperionty over 
this cocintrv. In truth, the low price of labour had only 

0 * ' been 
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been urged as one among others of the various circumflances 
in fav'our of Ireland, and againft this country. If their 
Lordfliips would take the tiouble to refer to the evidence of 
Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Raby, two as refpeftable, as fenfible, 
and as intelligent v/itnefles as ever weie examined at any 
bar, they viould fee, that thc-ir teftimony contained many 
obfervations that weie entitled to gieat attention on the 
part ot then l^ordfhip^, and tliat were of a nature that could 
not but liavc nnde a detp inipnffion on the ilnnds of all 
who heard them. His LoidHiip read from i manufenpt 
feveral e^lrat^H fiom tl.e evidence of Mr. Ciibbons, which 
wen e> trcmclv foicible aid pointed, m proof that the ma¬ 
nual (Slur* rs ot iron felt gieit ilarm, that they law then 
danger, and that then f.ais wcre wt 11 founded, lie enu¬ 
merated the pncr of iron pti ton in Sweden, the amount of 
the duty payable on impoitation, the value ot it per ton 
whan iftade into hoops, and the vahie of it when made into 
nails. He compaied tliele with the price-, of each in Ire- 
laud; and in order to Jflicw, thit tho aigmiKiit of thofe w'ho 
corjtended that much depended on the ingenuitv of the work¬ 
man, and that the want of fkill out-balanced the advantages 
deducible from the low puce of labour in licland, was lU 
founded, he Riled fiomHhe notes of the evidence, tint one 
of the manufafturcis had declared tint he could teacli thr 
moft uninformed liifhman that cvci was found takinsr his’ 

k./ 

reft under a hedge, the ait of making a hoop in a w'eck, pro¬ 
vided that his forem"'n ind overltei w is a fkjlful, acSfive, and 
afliduous man- Ht dilated a good deil on the difFcient blan¬ 
ches of thu iron manufa( 51 :uie, and particulaily on the maim- 
fiflure of hoops. He aHo, Hated, that m point of levcnue, 
the inanufaifluie of non was a very important confidei ition 
to the countHr, as no IpIt tlian 150,000!. a yeai was deiived 
iVom It. Having dwelt foi fonie time on its magnitude, he 
reminded the Committee, tlyit in 1778, wlren the fiifl con- 
ceffions were made to Ireland, all Noilh Anieiica was left 
open to het as a niaiKei to wh'ch flic might export her ma- 
nufaiSburcs. In tlir )cn 1780, thuK coiiccflions were made 
• general. He contended therefore, tint Ii el and ought to be 
ptit on a footing with England m regnid to tli-t. incumbrances 
of duties undei which five fliould expoit hci manutadtuies, 
to the States of North America. He teafoned upon the 
fairnefs of fuch a regulation, and upon its nectflily as a 
protedlion ioi the E^nglilh iron manufaiSIure. He cited the 
evidence of Mi. Gibbons, to fhew that he had fuggoHcd thiec 
modes of putting the two countries on a footing in regard to 
the iron manufadlure. He ftated tliwafe three modes, and 
teafoned upon each. The one was by moderate dutif's lieing 
•equally impofcd on the importation of the raw materials into 
both couiitiics; another by obliging Ticland to pay an equal ^ 
4 ' duty \ 



duty ou importing foreign non; and the third was by granting 
bounties in favour of the BiitiHi i-nanufa 6 lure of iron on its 
, export ition. He declared, he tliought the firft impriitSticable, 
as It would materially affetfl the revenue; and the lafl he did 
not approve, as Ireland might counteract its effect by granting 
iimilar bounties on the esport oi its own non manufac* 
tiire. The middle piopofiiion was ll’’t he moll approved, 
and theiefore the ifiiendintiit fhould pioo'^l^ wouhl be to 
infert after the vvoicls, ‘-or ii /imciici, ‘ ihc vvonis, “ oi 
“ the States of Anic-iici,” Tiii> rnieiiihncnt, lip {vul, would 
not-only piov'c an cllentiil piotection to il'j Ihit'lli iron 
manufacture, hut would aKo opeiate i ly to another 

very impoitant manufui^uu of tins countiv. rianuticUne 
of leitlitr, in vvhi'']i in the nlicle ot /hoes it h al hci n proved 
tint Iidindciuld gicitlv, untie !^11 us, ilis Loidlliip re¬ 
ft* lul to tlv eViduiC^ of jMi vTorh lulce in u'j^iTti lo the ftite 
of the kathtr mun»t..An , ind I'u^v t'om it \ai lous argu¬ 
ments to prove how inut'i il ^‘md ui n.ed ol prota..'tion. 
Having lud enough to lh * t'l t t'^ Lathri nanuficture 
wistntjtkd to tilt c 1 ol the Co nm.rtf a. Ins Lord/Jiip le- 
vertt 1 lo the firt'^t: cMiCd^ ition {*f the ffatc'of the in)a 
manuh’Ctorv, ai.d dter ting0^011 it veiv 1 lahoiately, and 
repeatedly ingiuT tint a^ the coantiy !-'’d in het conceflions 
of lyyli grmtul lir’.nflthe itphtoi ♦ spoi ting to Ament 1; 
in point of/unit s, lit' ’a outfni now lo ht luhicCl to the 
lame incnmoiantes on ’ tx^ioil tiatnas Liigland was liable 
to, in orJ^'i ill if t ri. *■ n idtr/c 11 us in tlic Aintrican 
in 11 het, he co it’udtd v dn Mg *tli it tli^ vvoids ** of the 
“ Starts oi Ami-ica” ho iiki..td littr the words “or m 

Amt lira,” 

Loid It cn/i'^ihmnxo^^ to ctp 1 overt Lord Stormont’s aigu- 
mentielitivu to the t'/o n ui.il iClurts ot non and leather. 
Hi> Lo'dfliip fuff ont.„rcd into a dttail ot particulars re- 
IpeClmg the iron maniil iCluu^ md took not k e t)f wiiat had 
been laid bv the nth!* Viieoint rthtiv^e to hoops. They 
were, he laid, a veiy tnllii. ■; article of export to Araeiici, as 
It appeued tram the Cultom-houlc entries, that not above 
forty or fifty pounds worth were tvei mmnlly expot ted 
to America, I he hoops thit came lound th^ hogffieads, 
tint contained the i"in of our Weff-India ulanda, not only 
fully fupplyipg America, but at time, thi,^ hid been luclj 
a glut, til It great quantities of the hoops weie fent over 
here as old iron. Hiving flateil this and vanous other parti¬ 
culars, his LorJ/hip adverted to the leather maaiiLCIoTy, and 
faid, it w'as not tiom any one branch of the leather manu¬ 
factory that a judgement was to be lormed of the e/FeCt of 
the whole. Ireland might poflibly make fftoes cheaper thati 
WB could, hut even 111 that article he w'as well infoimed, they 
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had not boen fuecersful. He reminded the Houie that upon 
America's obtaining her independency, therd had been a 
race rui# by the difterent powers which {hould firft poflefs 
itfelf of the American market; hence it had been greatly 
overilocked, and thofe powers, who had at hrft encouraged 
the ardour of their merchants, now found it their mtereft to 
check It. Iieland had fent out a great quantity of Hioes, 
but, on their arrival, it was found that the market was pre¬ 
occupied. The confequence was, the Irilh merchant, not 
being in a capacity to wait for the return of his capital, was 
obliged to write out to his agent in America to fell the Ihoes 
at all events, and tliey were difpofed of 25 per tent, under 
the prime coft. His Lordlhip reafoned on this faft, and went 
into a comparifon of the number of hides produced in Ireland 
and in England, fl»ewing that there were not above 70,000 
head of cattle killed in Ireland, whereas there was a much 
greater number killed here. He urged this m order to fliew 
that the tanners' tiade was earned on to a greater extent in 
England than in Ireland. He faid his aim in rifing had been 
to refeue the refolutic n from the point of view in which it 
had been placed by his noble friend. With regard to the 
amendment, he wtiuld give no opinion on it, one way or the 
other, bur was leidy to vbte either for receiving or reje6ting 
It, juft as thole with whom he had the honour to fhould * 
be of opinion it ought 10 he dealt with. 

luovA Stot moMt lofe again, and re-ftated his former argu¬ 
ment, appealing to the good lenfe of the Houfe, whether 
they thought it poflible for this country to cope with Ire¬ 
land in the Ameiican market, when Ireland could go to 
that or any other market wi-th her articles full 20 per cent, 
cheaper than we could ^ His Lordftiip in reply to what had 
been faid relative to the leather manufadlure, ftated fadl 
that had come within his own knowledge, of a gentleman 
who had at one time had a confiderable fall of timber, and 
the whole freight of his bark to Ireland had amounted only 
to feventeen/hillings. 

Lord Dudley faid, tf nothing better was propoled, he ftiould 
*be for voting t\ie amendment; for fomething ought to be 
done for the better protedlion of the iron trade. His Lord- 
Ihip obferved upon the decent and refpe^able condudi of 
the petitioners, declaimg that they were his neighbours, and 
had not come to that houfe for the purpofes of fadlion, but 
peaceably to ftate the real grievances that they felt. He ad- 
\erted to fomething that had been feid m a former debate, 
declaring, that he held it to be bis mdifputable right to con- 
ftder the debate as the continuation of a debate that had been 
adjourned. 

The 
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The Lord Chancellor went into argument upon the pro- The Lwd 
pofed amendment, and declared he faw no reafon for Great ^**"*“^' 
Britain to claim or expedl from Ireland a particular line of 
conduifl with regard to a country over which flie had no 
claim, farther than over any other independent flate. With 
regard to the conceflions of 1778, he reminded the noble 
Vifcount, that there had been a claufe put into the Bill, for¬ 
bidding Ireland to trade with America duiing the exigence 
of the war. 

When the queAion was put, and the Houfe divided, 

% 
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The Houfe went into a Committee on the nuitli refolution. 

The Earl of Derby role, and Bated the danger that this Th^F^lof 
country might iuflain in her manufaflure of lail-cloth, as 
well as the other inconveniences fhe might fulFer, if an ex¬ 
ception \%ere not mferted in the propofition reftraining the 
Eaft-India Company’s fhips from taking f.ul-cloth on board 
in Ireland. His Loidlhip faid, the Company’s Ihips con- 
fumed large quantities of fail-cloth fn their own fails, and 
they always took out additional fets of fails to provide againft 
a cafe of neceility’s anfing in the courle of lo long a voyage, 
as a voyage to and from the Eaft Indies. Add to this, they 
earned with them a quantity of fail^ by way of merchan- 
di7e to India, it became therefore highly neceflary to guard 
againft their making Ireland then market foi fail-cloth. 

His Loidftiip therefore moved to infeit, as an exception 
in the refolution, after the words, “ manufafluie of that 
“ kingdom.” the words “ except the article of feil-cloth.” 

The Earl of Hopetoun hid, he believed he could throw feme TheFarluf 
light upon the fubjedt; having, brought in the petition ofHopitpwo. 
the fail-cloth manufa<5luieis of Warrington, he had inquired 
a good deal into the mattei, in order to make himfclf matter 
of the fubjedl. He found the fail-cloth manufau<5Iory m 
Ireland was not at all to be dreaded. Though they exported " 
fail-cloth under bounties and drawbacks, neithec bounties 
nor drawbacks were payable oa exporting fail-cloth from 
Ireland, with a view to import it into England, and the fadl 
was, not a Angle yard had been imported for many years. 

His Lordftiip remarked, that the£aft*lndia ftiips failed from 
the port of London always; it was not then to be expeiSIed 
that they would fail down the Channel with bare poles, 
fl^ey muft have fails, and they would foarcely have old 
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canvas fpftad. He fow therefore no reafon to fear their 
buying of any but the Britifh faibcloth manufadturers. 

^ At length the rjueliion* was put and the .lAnendment ne¬ 
gatived* 

Loid Stormont then moved by way of amendment, to 
annex cert.’m words (copied vtihatun from the fifth relo- 
iution,) to the onJ of tin nmtli, by way of providing for the 
pofttbivi caie of the l!*afl;-lnJia company’s chartei cxpiimg. 

1 he Lord ChxncLUot (Lord'riiurlowj thought it unne- 
cefiaiy as the two caks, viz. th^ cirrv’ng on the commerce 
to tho countries beyond the Cipe 01 Good Hope, to th<- 
btiaits of MagelJan, by an exclulivc company, and the man¬ 
ner of carrying it on, wiu n our t xclufive rotnpaiiy fliould no 
longer exifl wa- rdriaJy piovided tor. Ills Loullhip 1 nd, it 
the noble VlJcount’^ 'imcndmtnt were necefTuy, moie mull 
be luperaddccl upon that aintmhnent, in order to provide 
for the exception of China, and placcj not belonging in any 
fenfe toCireat Bntam, hut lit thought the whole unnect Ifaiy 

the pollible cafe the irnLiiduKiit aiiiicd it not likely 
to happen. 

Lord lepli '!> th tt m auiulhng a final and nre¬ 

vocable p’an, like that to he tu.il'hih^d by tht lefolutioiis, 
evfciy poflibility ought tto l^c pioSiUtd foi. Jij.1i lu wa^at alols 
undtT what delcrmtion the countties in qucflion fill. Could 
the Province ofOude be call* d a Ciitilli Province [the Loicl - 
C’hancelloi f nd fiom his u it, moil certainly not.] His (..oul- 
Ihip then went on to a»guo iht. point, which he did lor fome 
time. 

The haul Ghana!or explained in what manner the end of 
the rcfolution already presided foi tlu pollahle cafe in view. 
HiS Lordlhip faid, the Piovinceof Oud^ was that of all others 
in Hindofian which the noble Viftount mud know could not 
come Within the dcfcnption of a Britifli Piovince, but theia 
weie didncSls near it which wtie ccit.unly a part of the 
Britiili polle/nons. 

Some couverfation enfued on this, till there came to be 
fort of ambiguity in the aigument, and a feeming contfa- 
di6lion between the Loid Chancellor and the Lord Prelidcnt, 
as to the true conftruction of the end of the ninth refolution, 
and as degree of application that the fourth refolutioiv, 
bore to aid of the conftru^lion. 

Lord Stormont complained of the utter and impenetrable 
darknefs in which he and the noble Lords who a£fed with 
him were placed, while the noble Lords in Adminidratioa 
were fcKited in the land of Gofhen, clofc to the fountain head 
of light. He eanieftly implored, that the noble Lord, there- 
fpie, who wns at the head of His Majefty councils, would 

con- 
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condeicend t;o compailtonate their K(indtiitf8» jcnd to 
them with a Angle lUaminatin^ rajr. * ' 

Lord Vifcoant fVeymouth rofe upon this* dnd entreated the toti via 
noble Lord appealed to, to perfeverfc in his iUenbe. He oh- <»w»i'W«y- 
ferved, that the fourth refolution had the preceding 

day without one fyilable having been faid upon it. If the 
noble Lords, who were now fo urgent to demand an ex¬ 
planation as to the import of the fi>orth ‘rdolntion, had 
thought proper to difcuis it, and to put an^ ^ueftions, or 
moved any explanatory amendments in relati^ to it, the^ 
might have done it the preceding day. Having fuffered it 
to pafs fii& filenUQ^ the phin and obvious inference vlras, tliey 
perfei^ly underAood and perfectly approved it; or, not; un- 
derftanding it, they did not chooie to meddle with it. 

'rhe queftion was put, and the amendment negatived. 

The tenth refolution was then read. Lord Stsrmont itated tor^ 
the neceility of adding fome regulation relative to fait; after Stermvst. 
going through a variety of calculations as to the probable 
annual conluniption of each individual, (which he ftated at 
25 pounds each, and gave the number of individuals at 
6,000,000, which ought to produce a levenoe^of 630,000!.) 
he faid, the revenue, according to the accounts made up from 
Michaelmas 1783, to Michaelinas 1784, received 310,000 1 . 
ihort of that fuips it was therefore plain that the Jofs wae 
created by frauds upon the revenue, a great part of which he 
had no doubt arofe from fniuggling (alt, and clearly came , 
from Ireland. As one means of affording a check and a ^ 
preventive in future, lus Lordlhip moved to annex ad amend* 
ment to prohibit the importation of fait from Ireland except 
under certain regulations. 

Lord Sydney faid, he had an amendment to move iit the Lor4 Syl; 
twelfth refolution, which he thought would fully anfwer. **«?• ^ 
Lord Stormont’s amendment was therefore h^atived. * 

The Earl of CarUJU, in this part of the debate, begged Earl eT 
to put a queftion to Miniffers; the noble Earl (aid, he wiined 
to know whether, in cafe a duty was laid in one country on 
the importation of an article the growth, produce, and manu- 
fa^ure of the other, and no duty Ihould be laid in the other . 
country on the importation of the fame article the duty was 
to be levied on each, or taken off* from each ? * « ^ 

The Lord Prejident faid, undoubtedly the duty was to be liora 
levied equally upon both. Prafileiiji 

Lord CariiJU rofe imin, and remarked, that the noble tors 
Earfs anfwer was diremy the reverfc of that of the Mmiffer, 
given m the other Houfe of Parliament; forthere it had been ^ 
declared, from the higheft authority, that the duty wa^ in 
fuch ca^ to be taken tffs and abandoned altogether* 

VojL, XVIH. The 
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tr>ri Syi< Thak cljcv^jth r^ipIuUoil ^a^tbe^VJsad. Lord ^dniy moved 
*®y* fevcral verbal amendments in this refolution, which were 
agreed tP* LoreJ^p alio moved an amendment, to 
againA thefr^dspr^ii^ by the Inih.ejQporting coalsuom 
I^ngTaod to Irdaod, and th^ without landing* taking them 
to^a ibreigjn port, tj^ftijchy evading the duty pa} able oa coala 
exported to foreign ports, and an^rellmg us with our own 
commodity* This amendment was alfo agreed to, and heartilj 
cpmmendfid by Lord, Stormont. 

The Earl cf Cart\/le begwd to know, whether the ten and 
a half per <fcntnm was to be paid accoiding to the rates or 
t^e real V8|lue of the articles imported into either country? 
The Lnrd The tiOY^ Chancellor in reply, faid, rn fome cafes according 
ChineeUor. the rates, in others upon tbte real value, 
farl of The Earl of Clor/i/Zr then faid^ he bad a,moft fenous matter 

iiftslifle. attention, and t^at was no other, than the 

inanurajSlurera had been under a millake all along. If they 
were to be charged with a duty of ten and a lialf per centum 
on the rates, all therr alarms and all t^eir apprelienilons 
would leinam in as full force as ever. 

^*1* I'ljg Xoff/ Chancrlfor faid, it was imppljlble that a iinglo 

Chance r. could have imagined othervviie from what had 

paded at every eKaminatipn, and from the Reports of the 
Commiilioners of Excife and Cuftoms. 


Eari of 
Deity. 


The Earl of DetJ/y fud, he was authonfed to fay from 
feveral moft refpeftable manufadlurers, that they nevier had 
It m their idea, that the ten and one-half per ceniunt was to 
be charged but ad valorem. His Lordfhip laid, he had that 
inftant had it from one of them, who wasieady to come to 
the bar and* m ike oath of the circumftancr. 


Earl of 
fai-liilc. 


lord Sor- 
mont. 


Th^ Earl of Carliju aiked„ what ui common fenfe was a 
ten ap4 ^ half per centum, m the ordinaly acceptation of 
the woids, but ten and a half per centum ad valorem, 

Lord Stormonf faid the fame, and added, that theCommit-* 
tee of Privy Council deadly undeiftood it in tirat light. 

At length th“ twelfth iSolution was lead. Lor/1 Sydney 
moved various amendments, which vveie agreed to, after a 
few arguments about the njiKtnre of Smyrna wuh Enghlh 
* cotton fiom Lord Lictby, aptd iome hmilat obiecvaliops 
Lord Stormont. 


^urfdayt yvly 14 , 


lord Lord ifywh* hailing tidtem the chair of the Committee, 

^ttwt**** 4 |Hk^ proceeded on the fburteonth propofltion, to which Lord 
^Bfiormont piopoied an amendment, to^ prevent the free ex- 
poctatiem of Oak bark, ae it would oooftderably aiEib the 
manufa^uceR ojLIealJieiii»Irelft»dy to the detrunenjt; of our 
I •wn • 
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own ; he thought this would not be oOnArned into anjr thing 
more than an equalization, as they already had an export 
duty on raw hides and calve ikms ; he aUb thought the lame 
leftridlions ought to be made on rock falt*- 

Lord iTjuriow oppoled the amendment, and after fotpe j 
converfation it was negatived. Thurlow*. 

The Earl of Carhjpe piopofed an omilfion in the fifteenth; 
as likely to produce a mote general prohibition to bounties 
on the exportation of articles than by retaining the names''of 
paiticolar places. This occafioned a converfation between 
his Lordfhip ami Loi<L Thuriow and Stormont. 7 he amend 
ment was reje<fted. 

Lord Stormont then faid, he would trouble their*Lordi 1 )lp 5 Lord Star- 
with a motion to introduce m this place a new leiolutioo, 
which was, that as long as England continued to pay a 
bounty on the importation of Inih linens, lieland (hould. 
pay a fimilar bounty on the importation of Englifli linens,’* 

The Lord Chancellor (Lord Thurlow) objedted to the ad- lord Chan- 
million of the refolution, becaufe it w^s putting it entirely 
into the power of Gieat Britain to put a flop to'it'when flie 
pleafed. 

On the fixteenth being read. Lord Ftt%wiUlam wilhed to F»**- 
know how this refolution was to^‘* efieiftually favour,” a *****‘***>* 
variety of aitides, but particularly inftanced bar iron which 
he obferved was not only the growth and manufii^ure of 
this kingdom, but in that ftate might be confidered as a raw 
material; now Swedifli bar non could be imported much 
cheaper into Ireland than Britifli, and therefore it was that he 
j-ofe to folicit information how the regulation wasito be made 
to “ elTedtually favoui” that feat from this country* 

The Duke of Ruhmond faw no difficulty in the wotid la i>„ke of 
the matter, as the lefolutioit particularly prov.idc*d for it by Richmond, 
the exception on aiiicles now imported duty fiee; befide$ 
he thought that would come, vyith a number of other trifiing 
articles, for future regulation. 

The feventeenth was then read and pnfted. 

Lord Sydney moved to lejedt the elghteenth^ and fubftitute L*srd<;yil- 
another in its place; to include the property of engra%>ers with 
that of copy right; this was agreed to. 

Lord Sydney tnen propofed an amendment m the nineteenth, 
which was alfo agreed to. 

On the twentieth refolution, the Earl of Carlifle find, it Rwl Car* ^ 
would be worth, their Lordfhips while to inquire of what 
the fo much boafted of cdmpenfation confilled* The here¬ 
ditary revenile by no means produced the fum of 6560061, 

The noble Earl ilated that It had progreffively fallen; and that. 

Within the part of five years, when Ireland was certainly in 
a more fiounfhing OOhditlon than formetiy, as m that period 
|he had received many commercial advantagas, it had been 
, iST 2, gradaiiUj 
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falling odK The hereditary revenues of Ireland 
Vcre, ho (aid, inherent m the Crown; by what authority 
therefore were .they thus coarfely and unhatidfomely wreftmg 
away its rights^ and putting them tip to bargain and fale ^ 
The manner of the proceeding had been extremely difitfpe£t- 
ful to the firft Magiftiate m the kingdom. His LordAiip 
gave It as his opinion, that to far from Ireland’s feeling it to 
be either her intereffc, or a point of honour, to make the hard 
baigam of the Mmifter profitable, (he would aCl ad\ci<cly. 
She might, jf (lie chofe it, refufe to vote an army. She 
might (uffer her Cuftom-houfe officers to wink at frauds in 
■the revenue, and there were means within her rpich of ren¬ 
dering the furplns of tlie hereditary revenue of liitle woith, 

Ierd Sjd- Lord Sydnev faid, the furplus of the heredil.’'-y ie\enue had 
^ been talked of dliferently, as it fuited the diiflient TJ^nment 
of the times, J\t one time, it was magnified beyond all mra- 
(ure; at another, it was treated with contempt^ ind detm^d 
a matter of no confideration. It had been callf^d a fallacy by 
Jbme, and .1 eompenfation and an equivalent by others. He 
faid, he called it not a compenlation for the lac nhees of nui na¬ 
vigation, ourcommeice, our inanuf idt'iics, our u venue, iii'l 
of 4II that was dcii to an Engliihman, tlut had been fo loudlv 
and fo often complained of m the eomfe of the leveral de¬ 
bates that had taken place upon tlic luhjeifl ot the refolu- 
tions. He was forry from motives of itlpedl to the noble 
£ail, who had fpoken lad, to difier with him in opinion; 
and yet, if he had not thought vety diiK i 'itly fiorn bun on 
the prelent fubjedf, he (hould have felt himl^lf to be a mofl: 
unhappy He faw the whole ot the plan in a diftiiufl: 

and very oppofite point of view. Inftead of confideiing it 
as a funender of the eflentlal lights and advantages of Lng- 
land, m point of navigation, trade, and revenue, hercgiided 
it as an admiffion of lieland to a participation o( oui com- 
lurice, the rtfult of wffiich would, he had no doubt, prove 
advantageous in the highed degree, to the trade and rev'enue 
of the tvvo countiits, to their hapiunels, and their piofpe- 
ritv» With regard to the noble Kail’s argument, in ielation 
to the attempt of liel^d to keep back the furplus, or to ren¬ 
der the boon ufelefs; iB^had lived all hi. life* among the Infh, 
jtul he had’many dear conne^lions in that country, but he 
could not thmk of paying Ireland fo drange a compliment 
as to fav to hnr, “ You’ll clieat us of the portion of the lie- 
1 editary i3iv;emie th^t is our due, and you’ll encourage your 
revenue officers to break the laws, and to connive at fmug- 
gUng, and all the various frauds practicable on the levenuc.” 
He entertaihed no fuch opinion of Ireland. He knew her 
to be aCluated by more humanity, more generofity. With 
regard to not voting an army, if Ireland thought proper fo 
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to a£i, ihe was not compelled ro vote ** W wbi|t 

the noble Earl had laid ot the tmpiQ^abillty of the furplus 
of the hereditary revenvie’si ever incre^fing, there he 

tliought very differently. He was of opmton th^t it would 
incieafe; becauic he knew that eitports and 
plied in propoition to the extenfipn of commerce, pud he was 
lattsfied hearth money would mexeafe with the mereafe of 
popuijLlon, 

At length the queftion wfs put op the tweplieth refolu- 
tion, and earned. 

Friday, July » 

T.ord Hawke reported from the Committee the twepty 
Irifli lefolutionh, with the ainendments| and, upon motion, ' 
they were oidered to be printed. 

I^fonday, July i8. 

The order of the day for going into the report of the 
Committee on the Iiilh reiolutions, was read upon which 
^he cltik proceeded to read the hrft refulution, when 

bail Fitzu^i/lum rofe, and laid, that he had heard it ar- 
gu(c', that the ad)iilhnent now going lorwaid was neceffity “ 
pn The authoiity ot a reiolntion that had p^tlTed that Houle * 

in the year i78i, which laid it down that a permanent 
gioiind of connexion ought to be eftabliflied between Oreat 
ilutain and Ireland. 'J his. refolutioii, he laid, did not extend 
to, or toniprthend any idea whatfoever of a commercial na¬ 
ture, but was folely confined to political objeifls: and this 
opinion he would by no means rdinquifli, unlels the Mini- ‘ 

Her, who had biought it forwftid, was ready to Hand up and 
dechre, that his objed in propofing it, was one that related 
to commerce, and Hiould alio bring with him luch proofs as 
were m his power, of the truth of his declaration. "I his ue- 
c^flity had alfo been attempted to be proved ttom the nots 
and diicontents among the manufadlurcrs of ibublm; but 
th It he by no means admitted as a iufficient reafon for the* 
tonctflions granted by the pielcnt arrangenumt, looking unr¬ 
oll It, as he did, to proceed fiom th.tt iicentjoufners witK 
which Captain lirookc had deltiibtd thofe perfons to be »u- 
feiElcd. *1 he demands which that mob had made wete for 
protedbng duties, which their Parliament had very wifely, 
and he was forry to fay, with more fortitude than had l>eett ** 

ftewn by the ^Iiniller of England, refuied to gratify them , 

w ith, knowing that fuch a mcafure was by no means necef- 
^ fary. hince then thele clamours of a mob had been received 
4 is cluSfates by a BritiHi Minifter, why did he exceed them in 
his acquiefcence, and why did be, in cotapUance with a de- 
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fttarki 6f ft^tfe^inj^'dilties, introduce a fyftem that overturned 
" the whole policy of the navigation and trade of C 3 teat Bri¬ 
tain; for he would again* repeat what he had laid before^ 
that the univerfality oT the plan now propofed was a proof 
•f the indifcnminating Weakneli of thofe from whofh it'ori¬ 
ginated ; who in difpair of difcovermg the proper obje< 5 ls 
which the arrangement -ought to embrace, had wildly and 
wantonly extended it to all. But anotlier reafon beiides the 
want of protetSImg duties might be alTigMed for the prevalent 
diicontents in Ireland, reafons by no means connexSled with 
commerce, but wholly relating to conftitutional confidera- 
tioii$« Thofe were the violent ^nd oppreflive mcafures pur- 
fued^n that country, the proceeding by the aibitrary mode 
of attachment to reftram public meetings of the people fui tlie 
purpofs of deliberating on gieat national queAions, a thing 
which they were indifputably intitled to do, and which no 
other judicial procefs could prevent but one which pitch ded 
trial by jury, and the right of appeal, two advantages from 
Vhich the people were effe« 5 lually barred by the dodhme and 
PfaiSlice of attachment. If any thing could add to the in- 
juBiCe and inconfijftcncy of Inch jiniceedings, it was that dt 
that very time a circular letter was fent about the kingdom, 
under the fan 61 ion of the Minifter, and figned by a gentle¬ 
man of fome conhderation (the Rev, Mr, Wyvill) inviting 
the people to conventions and aUbciatiopsof a fimilai nature, 
*nd for the lame purpofes as thofe which were the objedts ot 
luch intemperate perfecution m Ireland, He begged not to 
be underftood as inten hng to expreis any lentiments in fa¬ 
vour of thaf meafure, which was to be the objedl of thofe 
meetings, namely, a reform in the reprelentation of the peo¬ 
ple ; for though, on the firft Aiggeftion, it had appeared tp 
him plaufible and fpecious, yet upon confidenng it farther, 
and particuhuly on examining the diAerent plans that had 
been produced by the friends of the general idea, and feeing 
the impradiiicabihty of each, dhd alio that, though a fpeci- 
lic, and, as it was faid, a well-digcfted and reguhr plan hqd 
been brought forward, of which, however, fcarcely two per- 
fons could be found to appiove, he had given up all farther 
thoughts Upon the fuhjbdi, and lejedled it as vifion.iry and 
impra£l;icahlei After this digreffion, his Lordflnp leturned 
to the fubjedt, declaring, that if he did not conAder a com¬ 
mercial arrangement with England as a thing demanded by 
Ireland, much lefs did he conAder that fpeciAc plan now be¬ 
fore them in that light; for, in the ArA place, evfcn the origi¬ 
nal propofttiohs he had never looked upon as propoAtions 
from the ParliArodnt of Ireland to that of England, but as 
* propofal of the Miniller of England to the Inih Parliament. 
Tho!^ prbpofitions had been morfeovcr fo altered, fo muti¬ 
lated. 
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lated> aodfoampliiied, that let the original lyAeni h 3 ^^beoci~ 
never To proper, tho prefent maft have been in an eqtifal 4e'' 
gxee improper, becaule they both difiered m the mcdi; e^fen* 
tial manner, that was poffible; what had appeared to h^tu- 
llers fublequent to tlie drawing up the original propohtic^ 
for Ireland^ to point out to Miniilers the neceiltty of tnakr 
ingfuch material ijilterations m them, was acircuinftanoeor 
yrhioji the Houfe yet remained to be Lnfoi:ii|ed> and which lit. 
was to be expe<^ed AdmmiAration would fudicieatly explain* 

It happened that an this arrangement each party to the bar* 
gam would have an equal light to bomploin, for it was cal-' 
culatcd to injure both Gr<»t Britain and Ireland* It hadi 
been argued in pppofition to the fadb of labour being dteapev 
111 Ireland than m England, a fa<£l on which much argt^enft 
had 1>een railed agaiufl; the fyftem, that that cheapned was 
nothing but a confequence of the poverty of the countryij, 
and therefore could not operate as an inducemenl to. emtgrse- 
tion trom Great Britain. 'Hus argunnent he contended was 
by no means well founded, becaufe it was not the poverty 
alone of Ireland that made tlie wages low, but the exepip* 
tion that country enjoyed from taj^es; while, on^the contrar 
ry, the heavy burdens of Great Britain were the cauJes of 
that high, price of labour which fome^perfons pretended to at¬ 
tribute to her wealth. This exemption from taxes would 
therefore promote the emigration of manufadlurera to frelaud^ 
if not in a few years, at leaft in procefs of time, for it was 
pretty certain that every manufaifturer (that is, every father* 
of tlie family, becaule^ m fome branches^ as in the cotton, 
the women and children are raanufadurets) paid iji taxes wk 
his confumption and otherwiie, fifty Shillings annually* He 
complained, beiides, he faid, as &n Englilhman, of the relbn 
lutiOHS, as fiiaring with another country that which every nar. 
tion had a right, and oughr, in common fenfe *and commoo. 
policy, to retain to herfielf, not only the trade with our co* 
loaies, but even our home market; nay, as making that' 
country an emporium for our own trade wnh thole very co¬ 
lonies, by allowing a circuitous intercourfe between them 
and us, through Ireland. He alfo piotefled againll them in . 
another chara^r, (as an Irilhman) looking Upon them, as 
he did, in a light highly unfavourable to that country, a«' 
well as to this ; Ireland was to be laid under new, and heavy, 
and unnecdlary burdens, which he was fure ihe never would 
fubmit to. He inllanc^ the article of fait, which, if ufed * 
in Iceland for the purpofe of curing provifions, would not be 
entitled to a drawback on exportation to out Weft-India 
Iflands. This he faid was highly impolitic, as it difcou- 
raged a trade which. Ireland from every reafon mufi diways 
enjoy, and m whi^h* this-countiy would never think of m- 
1 terfermg* 
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teri%rirtg. The article of rum alfo was to be fubjcfted to ati 
additional duty m Ireland, by which every perfon who chofe 
to quaft a glals of that liquor was to pay double what he now 
paid, tor the duty hitheito was but as. 6d. per gallon, wdiere- 
as It was henceforward to be 5s. which he faid would bring 
m the lum ot 150,000!. annually, which by thfc bye was not 
to go to the hereditary revenue, and therefore would l>e no 
advantage to this country, exclutive of its being a burden to 
which Ireland would not be ready to fubmit. There was ano¬ 
ther objeiSlion which he Ihould mike on the part of Ireland, 
that the being to be boun/i at all times to lay fuch duties on 
her eTC|jorts to our colonies as we Ihould think proper to do, 
we might, if any tabric hereafter be made of the produc 
tions or this iHatid, that would anf’ier the purpofes of Weft 
India consumption as conveniently as linen, (and that fuch 
a difeovery might be made or introduced among us was evi¬ 
dent from the difcovenes of every navigator that had vifited 
foreign and diftant parts of the world) we fliould then have 
nothing more to do in order to Jecure the whole trade of 
clothing in the Weft Indies, but to lay a heavy duty on the 
export ot our linen to the colonies, in which the Infli being 
obliged to tollow us, their linens would be effedlually ex¬ 
cluded. Betides thefe objeftions which, both as an Englith- 
mali and an Inthman, he had to the fyftem, there was ano¬ 
ther in the moi e comprehenfive chara<^er of a fubjedi of the 
Britifti Empire, whofe general interefts he confidered as highly 
endangered by the arrangement, as it gave up many of the 
prdvtlions of the navigation adl, and as tending to impede an 
intercourte with foreign ftates. 
htttA Sack* Lord Sackvtlle began with laying, that the falutary effefls 
villc. which were to be the refult of finally eflablifliing the refo- 
lutions into a law, w'ere wh.at all their Lordfhips, and every 
individual whd panted for the welfare of their country, un¬ 
doubtedly wifhed. Who would not be happy 111 that which 
was to biing about fo many and defirable advantages > How 
anxiouAy had he attended, to fee whether the data on which 
thefe flattering conclufions were formed, correfponded with 
thofe views ot the (ubjedi v\hich had more efpeciplly prefled 
upon his mind’ He was not deficient in his affiduittes to 
vinderftand the fyftem, and to comprehend thofe great and 
leading principles on which its principal operations would de- 
pei \ d # But, he woulthhoneftly confefs, the whole had ftruck 
li^t very diflerent from that entertained of it by 
thHlbbie Duke. The mode of its introduiftion to the con<* 
taxation of the public, and of the legiflature of both conn- 
tres, did not promife thofe material advantages which its ad¬ 
vocates have all along prolefled to be its predominating ob- 
It originated in the Iriih Houfe of Conuaons. Even 
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there it was nominated as a complete, iriev^eablls nMoiurft. 

This obtained the fan^ion of tne IriBi Parhandent, arid was 
offere 4 to the Britifll under an idea that it was to be €nal. 

When It came over, objeiSlions were brought forward; the 
inanuta£lurers, a large, opulent, ufefttl, and intelitgent body 
of men, united in the ^neral iiitereA of the country. The 
moiwes on which their operations began, and were continued^ 
appeared to him peculiarly honourable. They were fiaitled 
at what was going forward—^they hefitated —Every part of 
the fyilem in proportion, as they comprehended it^ apart or 
conne£ked, feemed to them pregnant with mifchief.—What 
then did they do?—They were alarmed; but they attended to 
the \eiy great flake they had at hazaid —There were two re¬ 
mat ks which they made .it flrfl, and which the more the plan 
liad been known, were the more confirmed. One was, that 
in thofe reloiutions there was no trace of that mutual benefit, 
or that reciprocity, which was faidtO conflitute the bafisof 
the whole. He wiihed this aflertioii had been fattsfa^lorily 
contiadiftcd by the fubfequent evolutions of the fyftem, Tho 
other Was, that inconveniencies not to be furmounted would 
attend and mark every flep of luch a final adjuftraent. What¬ 
ever had been laid of thefe worthy, well-infoi^ned indivi¬ 
duals, their gener.al reafoning, even op the completion of the 
whole fyflera, involved and complicated as it was, had ap¬ 
peared hitherto unanfwerable Notwithftanding the perfoc* 
tion of thefe r^folutions in their original form and flia|», when 
firft they were brought into the Houfe of Commons, that 
wh.ch hid been mentioned elfewliere with trium|A as a final 
treaty, was, in l.-it, no more than a few fcattered ideas on 
which one might be formed There the mutter was difcufled 
with much ability, and a multiplicity of new articles admit- 
t'^d, wliich 1b changed the comple< 5 lion of the whole, that it 
w'as no longer to be known for what it was H? was ready to 
conflls, that m his opinion, all the alterations it then under¬ 
went, were for the better. The defeflts which were lupplied 
by thefe, muft in the opinion, Re would venture to fay, of 
every thinkuug perfon, ha\e iieen followed with the mofl ra^ 
pid and genenl rum. The refolutions, in this improved flat^ 
were now before their Lornflnps. Were thar Lordfhips rea- • 
dv to pronounce them peifcdl ? Were both nations then fo 
blind to their own ipterefl, as in flat oppofition to that opi¬ 
nion, m a great meafure, to think difforentfy ? Would their 
Lordihips adopt a mealure winch fliould be binding on botb 
countries, to which both countries were obVioufly averfef 
Was It advilabJe policy tn unite a great majority tn tlic two 
nations, agamfl the dilcuifion which their Lordfhips were now 
to give He had heard much about the full participation of 
commercial adv:mtages. But he had not obferved any of 
theirLordfhips \cry forward to point out thefe advantages, 
vnr vvirr n 
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He thought it required no great forelSght to predict the con- 
fequence$ Which th»y moil Koduce. The matter was trivial 
to him, in coropanion witlPtnany of their Lordihips He 
copld only be latereilcdfer pollerity. His own perfonal con¬ 
cern in the iffue could not be great, however it might turn 
out. He was come to that time of life, when it did not be¬ 
come him to be very deeply ail^£led by any opinion their 
JLordihips could give. But be faw many noble Lords whofe 
aee entitled ihcm to look forward to futurity with more fan- 
guine cxpechittons. To them the fyftem he conceived to 
be iingulafly important. And ihould this fyilem be finally 
adopted, many of their Lordihips, he made no doubt, would 
live to curfe the day that gave it birth. He faw in its aipedl, 
incurable jealouiies and endlcfs difcord. Thefe might arife 
from the imperfection of his intellects; but he could not help 
lamenting the only confequences which preiled on his mind, 
as originating in the resolutions under the coniideration of 
their Lordihips. And flioutd a rupture happen between the 
two nations, though he eafily could forefee which would pre¬ 
vail, the end would prove fatal to both. All thele, and a 
variety of conGderations which he ihould not now Specify, 
ought to operate in what their Lordihips weie now doing 
The meafure, be doubted not, would, in more infiances than 
one, be iopnd a very depifive one. He implored their Lord- 
Ibips to with caution ; to paufe before it was too late, to 
thrnk fenouGy before they came to fuch a vote as could not 
be recalled. He had a woid or two to fay to the compenia- 
tory refolution. He never had entertained a doubt that Ire¬ 
land would exert herfelf to the utmoil, in fuppor of our na¬ 
val eilabliihment in the event of a war. And what would we 
have more> But here it was affeCled to bind her, as if a ful- 
ptcion of her exertion had already taken place. He owned 
he had not conceived fo highly of the revenue which was to 
he obtained ffom that country. He thought it connefled 
with many awkward circumilances. And he did very much 
fufpe£l we iliould never fee ihat ihip of war riding among 
our navy which ihould be th^ immediate and legitimate 
of this proviGon. If their Lordihips would take his advice, 
rt would be that every thing of the kind Giould be eraled 
from the fettlement. He urgw them to trutt to the generofily 
©f Ireland, it was the nobleft, heft, and moft permanent 
hold which could he taken of a brave and liberal people It 
was a piinciple which would long and forcibly operate, when 
tflie principles of commerce were feeble, and forgotten 7 his 
eoutftrjr would then appear deferving of conhdcnce, and a 
reciprocal truft would prove more laihng and efficient to all 
the ohjeiSs, mutual intereilirand harmony, than any formil 
tre ity whatever. It was by indulging ideas of this kind, that 
any thing like an union could ever cen^t the two countries 

into 



A. tjSs- DEBATES, • ' «oJ 

into one. It had been alked Mjflt inch a meafure could be 
e£re6);ecl. He wiihed he had enjUVcomprehenflon or fagacity 
enough to anfwer that query. Was an equal reprefentation 
in the Houfe of Commons the only obflacle which Ireland 
would hive to an union with Great Biitain ? He trullej few 
of iheir Lordihips were of that opinion It was ob\ious, 
fiom what had happened, that what would adetSttobe called 
a fyftcm of reform, (for he would not dignify it with the 
name) had not the concurrence of any very large body of men 
in either country. Though the Mtnifler was profeflfedly for 
the meafure, but a very moderate number in the Houfe of 
Commons of both countries, had concurred with him on that 
quefticn This objection he therefore deemed the lead for- 
inui„ble, which a meafure of loch a magnitude and temperance^ 
as the union of the two nations could have to encounter. In¬ 
deed he faw nothing extremely imprai^icable m the propofi- 
tion Was It not ror the intereft of both to draw the line of 
conntiSlion as clofeas poffible ? Was not Ireland fenfible of the 
benefits fhe detived from the pattonage and aflifiance of Great 
Britain > Had fhe not improved to a very extraordinary 
heigiit of piofperity under her foftenng care f Would France 
or Spam do for her what we had done ? Could (he expect 
independence, a free trade, cimI liberty, or religious tolera¬ 
tion from them ? But all thele (he enjoyed from us We 
proteiSled her in the enjoyment of them. She knew it, and 
was not averfe to acknowledge it. Nor would (lie readily 
throw heifelf into the arms of the Roman Catholics. The 
Proreftant interefts were powerful, and would foon abforh 
thole of the Popilh. Thefe were circumftances which, lu 
his opinion, might be improved into the Inppieft and com- 
pleateil union How much, he -faid, were it to be wilhed that 
baneful refolutions were fuperfeded for fomnlung of this del- 
cription. It had been faid, that thefe would reduce both 
countries to the fame amity which prevailed between Eng¬ 
land and Scotland That, in his opinion, was impollihle^ 

In the mftance mentioned, th^egiflature of the inferior, was 
melted down into that of the fuperior kingdom But where 
two nations were one, only on commercial principles, he 
knew not by what means they could agree or harmonize m* 
any other. But where all their dependence was placed in one 
and the fame legiflature, every lource of jealoufy, rufpiciOH, 
or diilrufi, was for ever at an end He looked forward to 
this great, interefting, and defperateevent with anxiety, and 
fhould be happy to fee Commiffioners appointed by His Ma- 
jefiy to negociate, and adjuA this important objedl, to the 
(.itisfadlion, and for the infinite good of all parties concerned. 

It was not probable it would fake place in his time , but hoped 
the time when it would, was not very far difiant. And hap¬ 
pen when it might, ii would enfure t* the one country and 
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the other the moft ineRii^ye and permanent advantages. 
One word more, and he He implored their Lord* 

(hips not to provoke or alamrthe Iriftv. 'I hey were a fen- 
ilbfe and a thinking people, and would not either be provoked 
or alarmed, unlefs thefe refolutions appeared to them of an 
inlidious natufe. Whatever was lor the general good of both ^ 
nations, they would not oppofe But they were too fli irp- 
fighted, and whatever they might do from generofitv, they 
were too wife to be impoftd upon He, therefore, hoped the 
prefent bufinefs might vet be lufpendtd. It wouUl We attended 
with this one good ejfFedl, that their Lordlhtps might tlien 
turn their minds to that union whii.h W'as the great objefl of 
delire to the wife m both countries. And were tliert no 
Other noble Lord i.i the Iloule who v'ould undertike ihi, bu- 
finefs, if thefe relolutions could now he wiilulrawn, cld 
as be was, be would Inmlelf move for .in to His Ma- 

jefty, that ileps might be taken foi iccomplifning that union, 
on which the piolperity, bolli of f ngland .mil Inland, and 
the whole erapiie, fo muih dupended. 

LordVif- Lord Vifcount TowM/ZifWi/ laid, their LoiilHiips rrighr he 
aiTuied that after a luliieiSf had been lo long before boJi Hoults 
Town p;irliampnt, and under lo much invdligition, he did not 

rife with the vain hopes that any thing lie could oiler would 
make much impre/tion on their Loidlliips His motive was 
to perform the duty he owed to his counirv, upon a fubjedb 
of luch infinite impottance, and indeed lo regilltr to his pol- 
terity the part he fliould take in a queflon fo replete, accord¬ 
ing to Its event, with either the mod faluiary confequentrs 
to this fhatteied empire, or othcrwife, he much fea*-.'d, con- 
clufive to Its futuie exillence. It ever theie was a iuhjtcSl: 
which Ihould luperfeile eveiy party connexion or prediltdlion 
of perfons, he conceived it to be the prefent, which b id al¬ 
ready, he feared, from its duration and confiidt of mterefis, 
involved that degree of jealoufy and fermentation, which 
might make it to be wifhed it had never been agitated , and 
he was confidenr, that nothing but temper, modelation, and 
the moft liheril condu£f, could produce that ilfue lo falutary 
and honourable for both kingdoms. A noble Lord on a fofw 
mer day, in his opinion, very properly told tliem this meafur® 
was grounded upon two queflions, one of policy, the other 
of commerce, but thofe two appeared to him now lo inter¬ 
woven, fo ingrafted in each other by fubfequent events, tliat 
< one could not pdfs, nay, exift, without the other. Without 
entering into the various calculations and detail of commerce, 
duties, and finance, which, he believed, had, in many points, 
been exa^eraied by our fears and jeaioufies, it appeared to 
him, that the only foundation for our eflabltfhing a more 
cofdial and conefufive correfpondence and union with our 
filer kingdom j was by a patticipauon of that trade ihe had 
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been hitherto precluded from bv our partial refiridlions and 
prohibitions; long had Ireland f^i herfelf fubfervienr, jiifvcry 
point of v»ew, to the purpofes ot this country ; hei imports 
conhned, her exports devoted tooiir lervice , her feimen and 
foldiers to our caule; and even tlic produiS of hci loil iuii- 
fervient to our commerce and grtiideur Ihe had no opinion 
in onr wars or treaties, the gam was curs, her lots Was cer¬ 
tain , nay infomuch th«t during the laft war, when vve had 
nearly exhauhed her toice as well as our own, by oui ill-con- 
dudted war with Americn, and the heieilitary eiuimc; of this 
emj^ie memced our lafetv. eternal injuflir-e and dilgiaco, 
thtii, (though not ihe inftance) the dtfruLtleli ll uc ol 
Ireland was deemed theiecunty ot this Iiclindlavv it, hit 
It, and provided for hei own protection The inhabit nils 
arrat^d at their own expence Unnatural armamt nt toilooth^ 
tor lo m»'ural an objeCt ' Thib country wis al.iiiULd, anti 
conceflions were made, the Wcll-hidia tiade wa^, opf-ned , the 
arm-.ment continued i^tcr the peici , proteCling dutus fol-- 
lowed We were moie alarin«d, and gianted nioie, m m- 
deptudent legifl ition T hey could not call them boons, the v 
were concelhons, or nther conftlhons of th it want of juftice 
and reciprccihry, wh’ch mu^t prevail whtre liarniony and 
co-operation was expedtetl Whtn he returnel fmin His M i- 
jefty’s goveinmenc m that kingdom in 1772, he had the ho- 
tiourto tell their Lordfhips in that Iloufe, that il rh=*v drdnot 
hung that unfortunste contcfl wi'h Ameiica to a flimt ifluc, 
there was another part of the empire which hid long laboured 
undei our burdens and wars, wimh would exppcl from our 
jullice at ball as much indulgence, as others mi'dit icquira 
hy their revolt. He icmembertd he was dienud what wis 
c illtd a, croaker, nay worlc, a. croikerof tic ifon , but the 
views, interells and pafTions ot mankind were generally tht 
lame} and when neither fenators nor mini Hei a would make 
them a part ot tlieir calculations, but endeavour to quadrate 
what they wanted by what they wilhed, thi y would ever 6rtJ 
themfelves the dupes of their 0^1 calculation > J h it this has 
been one fource ot our misfortunes, and the npid degiacb- 
tions of this empire, he was confident he fpol e not from 
conjefture, but with the general voice of in inkind I ct 
Let us beware, then, of funilir errors, the uit of our pre- 
iumption. It had been fi'd, that Ireland had twice txpiefied 
Its tullefi fatisfadto^ at the boons fhe hi<l received from this 
country, and yetwould now trv experiments with her 
which might lead to future broils, and the deftrnflion of oiir 
own manufaiSlures Alas * he wifhcd that many of their 
LordfhipSf inftead of fporting m the mafical regions of Italy, 
or the high-polifiied circles of France, had deigned t6 havfc 
Vifited the remote provinces of our fitter kingdom, there 
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they would have feen a hardy, innocent, oppreflW race of 
men m a rich foil, lurroundedby numberlefs flocks and herds, 
yet uncloathed, unfed, and moftly unhoufed, owing to our 
reftriflions upon their imports and exports, yet contributing 
their perfons and their labour to the fupport of the empire 
would their Lordftiips ivifh to continue fo large a part of 
their fellow-fubjeils in tins ftate of fubordination and mife- 
ry ? He tiufted they would not, and at an aera when the moft: 
anfolute monarchs gloried in the moft liberal and impartial 
difpenfation of their commerce and juftice, to the moft dif- 
tant part of their dominions, the proicriptiou was too repug¬ 
nant to the principles of found policy, and to the order of 
nature, to fuceced ; to attempt then to fix it upon a nation 
equally enlightened, manly, and enterpriGng with ouifelves, 
would be as impracticable as unjuft The faCt was, that our 
minufaClurers had informed Ireland of more than fhe knew 
before; that if we did not grant them a fair participation of 
our commerce, they would have it without it; for, what 
withholds her now to trade to the ports we have excepted ? 
what prevents her from laying what duties fhe pleales on our 
imports, or from receiving foreign manufactures? It was 
furcly wife in us then to efter them fuch a proportion of our 
trade as might reduce thfin to confent to the future regula¬ 
tions we propoled. If any one was wild enough to thmk we 
could coerce them, he neither knew the geometrical fituatioii 
of Ireland, nor the character of its inhabitants.—His Lord- 
fhip wiflied to fay no more on this fulijeCt than that an opu¬ 
lent and luxurious country, like an individual of the lame 
character, might lofe much by fuch a confliCt, a poor coun¬ 
try, like a-poer individual, efpecnlly if robuft and delperate, 
would fuffer lefs, perhaps could fearedy be worfe than they 
were It had been urged by many. What neceflity was there 
for this ineafure at this time ? The Parliament of Ireland 
faid, they had exprefted twice the warmeft fatisfaCtion and 
perfect contentment at His Majefty’s gracious indulgences to 
that kingdom , that the Voltfhteers were dwindling, and that 
the force of Government was never flronger there, or had 
ever been more exerted to the fupprefllon of rebels and tu¬ 
mults than at this period. He muft, he declared, ever ho¬ 
nour the national fpirit of the Volunteers of that kingdom, 
^ fpite of all the difcountenance, difeouragements, and ex¬ 
pedients with which government attempted to deprefs them. 
They gave an illuftrious example of what a brave and ani¬ 
mated people could efleCl in their own defence. Yet he did 
not carry his admiration fo far as to approve their aflembhng 
under the nofe of Parliament, to prefcribe, reform, and dic¬ 
tate to their reprefentatives; and yet he might plead the 

lame 
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fame quotation in behalf of Ireland as the illuOiious father of 
the prefent Minider did upon another fenous occafion. 

Be to her faults a little blind, 

And to her virtues very kind. 

Might he not plead the fame for our impaHioned neighbours* 
cfpecially when they recolIe£led, what a quantity of political 
combuflihles were exported into that kingdom from this, and 
even the moft chimerical propofitions recommended, how'ever 
unfitting her peculiar fituation ; on the contrary, had the 
fame conflitutional regulations been impatted to her at that 
period which we had adopted and enjO)ed in this kingdom* 
ihofe formidable volunteers had perhaps never exifled ; but ic 
Teemed we were as jealous ot our conilitutional fuperiority 
as our commercial, and confequenMy had lurrendcred wuh 
relu6lance what we might hue granted with cordiality* 

That we might not now revue wliat we had been (o eirneft: 
to allay, was his lincire wifti He would not fay that anv 
immediate obje^ calkd for the lottleinent propoleJ at the 
inftanc, it was certain that nniiv of tl e firft men of proper¬ 
ty, abilities, and charadler, Jefr tint force wbicli alaiined us 
from the moment they extendrd tbe.r v.ews fion) the def'-nce 
of their country to the luperfedoic of tbtir own legiflatme, 
and publicly condemned it, and tha acknowledgements ot the 
Parliament to the Crown wtie moft ampla ind e'prtfb.',. 

Yet the fevere reftridlions on then commerce, he was p t- 
fuaded, always fat heavy on the itnie of the nat, , the wa.it 
of capital to undertake any tbing, owin'; to tlu im.nenle 
drain of fpecie by ablmtecs, fe tiici''ntly < Apliiiicd the un- 
profitablencfs of their foil 'ind cbm ite, lo ton<.iliav 
therefoie, and to attach oui kingdom h)-*a la'r, lab, 

and effedlual participation of ®iii cornn;jLe, md 

thereby to improve the umjoii and Ifier.gtli ft both t. >un 
tries, was* he had no doubt, the objcifl oi Uic pr< font Mi 
niflei; that he began it m the moA jMopti mod - !k ’vould 
not pretend to fay, perhaps it might hue b( t i tfc' to 
have adopted the plan of negdtiatam at .t foiin^ Ci^Lbi itrd 
and happy period for this country, inAead of holding fy’^th 
propofitions to one parliament before the other w u con 
fulted; perhaps the very able and coritcA, nitornution he 
received from the other fide might be fnptuor to that he 
might have been flattered with on this, and hence i hJd of 
political argumentation and jealoufy might havo aiifen, 
which might have obfeured the very ohjedt they all piofelTed 
to fleer to. The altciations which had been made in the 
firft propofitions to Ireland, were cert iinly very confid.,r ible, 
and plainly proved the defeffs of the onginal plm , imper- 
feil and perilous it certainly was, and had it pafT.-d, might 

have 
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liave produced greater eviU than, he was perfuaded, it was 
calculated to prevent. Much reproach, however, had Heen 
laid at the Minifter*s door for the alterations he had made 
or admitted; but in this, his Lordfliip could not concur 
either m opinion, nor ought he m candor; he rather thought 
him commendable m reforming his own errors, or of thofe 
wiio might Iiave milled him, and for adopting better mate¬ 
rials from his adverlaries. What would not have been 
urged, and with juft ice, had he atfled otherwife -Had he 
ptrlifted m errors, and perfevered in meafures repugnant to 
his profelled views and the intereft of both countries, be- 
cauie they were his own—Had he maintained his own in¬ 
fallibility in fpite of his convidlion, and facrificed the peace 
and welfare of both kingdoms to liis own perfonal impor¬ 
tance—On the contiarv, his Lordfliip would pronounce, 
for one, his conceffions, or his inconliftencies, as they were 
called, laudable; it they were iacnfices on his part, and 
were made to the public, it was a tribute due to the publ'c, 
ot which he was^ the fervant, and with whofe welfaic no 
Minifter ought ever to fuflei his own confequence to ftand 
in competition, when his opinion did not fuppoit him.—1 he 
Minifter, his Lordfliip oblerved, had altered his taxes upon 
better being propofed, and when no better had been fug- 
gefted, he had maintained them. He had held the fame 
condudt with refpedl to the commeicial treaty with our 
filler kingdom; having done this, and made it as faluiary 
and palatable as he could, he had done his duty. It re¬ 
mained with their Lordfhips and the public, to weigh well 
and difpaftionatt ly this great fubiedl, to adopt or rejeft it; 
to concur m feme folid bond of reciprocahty and aiUity 
with Ireland, or to remain the objtcSls of mutual jealoufy, 
and the fpoit of the natural enemies of both. Great te. ors 
had been evpteflr-d of the fatal confequences which would 
attend our inanufadlurcs and commerce, if thefe regula¬ 
tions took place. His I^rdflup declaied, he muft fay, that 
after all thi rhjeflions he ha's heard m that vaft abyfs of 
evidence lud befoie both Houles, he did not conceive that 
any tonfulcrable emigration, either of manufadburers or 
artificeis was likely to take place for many years; much 
hid, h e behaved, been miftatcd to prevent any participation 
whatevoi; w hilft, on the other hand, the advantages of 
fuperior capital, (uperior fkill, eftabliflied credit and cor- 
relponden'ce, had not been included m the calculation, which 
muft, in n gicat degree, counterpoife the cheapnefs of the 
rw materials, and inftrior price of labour and provifions ; 
the latter, he alfo obferved, had been exaggerated to impofe 
an idea of immediate defoUtion, fo that the objedt Teemed 

to 
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to have been to J>rove, thit if Ireland obtained any thing, 
England mull lole every thing; how far this dodlrine M'^ould 
recommend the propofitions to our lillei kingdom, he left to 
every difpalhonate mmd. Ireland was to reiigii what many 
deemed the independence of her legiilatioti,—for what 
for nothing—^becaule, if Ihe participated of our commerce 
by the removal of hei prefent reftruSlions, we were un¬ 
done ; if then this tieaty broke off, and her independent 
legiflatuie lejedled it, and having no debt, flie Ihould give 
everv encouragement to her own maiiufa6lure« and com¬ 
merce, then unfettered, would file not have all we denied her, 
without our concurrence ^ 1 hat as we had loft, by an illi¬ 
beral jL iloufy, ind an adheience to monopoly, what we could 
not miintaih, we IhouM alfo lofe her aftedlion and iupport; 
the lols of which, he deemed a calamity to both kingdoms^ 
He faid, ht Icarcdy knew how to avoid mentioning, nor how 
to cleltiibeto its full extent, h<n fttuation for tiade, the 
advantigis i>t her fouthein poits, htr command of St, 
Cieorge's Chiiinul, the iupplies of her iailoisand provifions 
in time ot w u, her confumption of our manufadvres and 
imports 111 time of peace, the manhood, mtre|)idity, and 
perfeverance of hei inhabitants, aids which a voluptuous 
empire always requned, and could not exift without. I et 
them recoiled, for a moment, whit Rome was w'bcMi ftie 
loft her provuices and hauly allies 1 heie were thole, le 
knew, who counted much upon her proximity and her di\i- 
iioiis. She was too near, not to be iiioii deal to us, and 
their Lordlhips might believe, not fo mutable upon n itional 
points as ouiidves. He Ipoke not to mtimidaie, but to 
infoim. He lepeated what he Jiad laid many years ago, 
when lie icturned fioin Ireland, when we weie trifling with 
oui ailines in America, that if we did not ad decifivel), 
we ftiould not only lofe tliat country, but that theiewis 
another impoveiifhed and oppiefted by our reftudions, 
whofe attachiui-iit hul a better claim to our induigMre. 
After having d< tamed their Lordftiips fo long upon the pt n- 
ciple of the prtleiit piopobtions, and the ncccflity ot fuini^ 
joil and perm inent commercial h ttlement, after the expec- . 
tations held forth, he would not entei into them fnititfn. 

hey were too complicated, and had been fo tobhlrd by 
Vinous hands, that he much feared they would porplca the 
refpedive Hoards and Revenue Ofheers tp execute them. 
He owned he fhould ftart at a family fejtlement or leafe fo 
drawn; he fhould, therefore, confine his obfervations to the 
fourth and twentieth propofitions.—-As to the fourth, *t 
depended, furely, on this Parliament to weigh well whethef 
V e would purch ife the concurrence of Ireland to fuch regtt- 
VoL. XVllf. P lations 
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lations as we ihould propofej by a fan and generous pirtici- 
pation of our commeice, and might bind her in one com¬ 
mon intereft. With Ireland it would remain to weigh fuch 
advantage with a point of precedency. 'I he regulation of 
commercial duties muft originate lomcwhere, lie did not 
conceive that ten and a half per cent, was too high, and it 
wa» furely the mtereft of both kingdoms tO' ohlcive m tu- 
tme the lame proportion. With regard to the twentieth pio* 
pofition, he owned, ht wiflicd it had been made more explicit. 
All the furpliiS above 650,000!. of the heredit.ny revenue 
(pur lifter kingdom agreed to conlign to the naval foice of the 
empire, to the romiiiou cault, and ourmutuil piotedlion. 
Upon expccftarion that fuch benefits Ihould anfe as ftiould 
pioducethe means, he could not but think ?t had Vicen better 
drawrv at the dilpofttion of tho Ciown for this purpofe. 
The hercditiiy revenue was iIa i\s in the difpofitiou of the 
Crown, and the application ot this, furplus, whethei by m • 
tc mIs or by grofs fum, ftiouM, in his oj'i'iion, be multr the 
dirt<ftion ot thcSo\£icign c.f both countries is the exigency 
fhould require. He was inly foggeftmg his opinion, not 
attempting to embarrafs a lyftem, of the failure oi w hieh he 
owned he dreaded the j.onIec|uences. W.is it poffible that 
our mamifadfurcrs could grudge luel* a pai t’cipation of ct m- 
nierce as would fseuie our own, uid ixcovci the I’ntilh 
empire; or tllif Ireland Ihould utufe Inch a pnticrpation 
troiii a point of precedency, wburh muft oiigmate lomcwhcic. 
All that h- hoped, and moft aidently, was, that wt might 
give enough toerig'ge the afte(£tu.ns and cord’ality of 01 r 
hfler king bun ; not to attempt a bargain pirfnnonious 
equivjcah He 1 new' 1 he generous and m^nl^ jeniiments ed 
that eoiintiy were fueh ro> would engage them to make a 
coinmorr cauft, and idinit of no future cliftindtions. U ho 
had e> pielled any d( gtee of preference for Ireland he begged 
their I.OidJlnps t»ould impute it to the venerition he bore it, 
ind tlw' d)h^ ition ho owed dor thci r paiti ility to his failing'^; 
he w’as naturdly, lie hoped, the advocate of the oppieft and 
inefitorious; he kn'“w the Irifti to he generous and uiilem- 
poiihng fiitnds, and who dildiined to be behindhand *n re- 
ciproeality. He could not fay more to induce their Lord- 
(hipb not ?o lole the prefent occafion, or at leaftjuftify his 
own opinion. 

lout Sack- Loid Stukville rofe 
to many Lordi tint h 
idea that had been thrown our m his former Ipeech, he 
moved, “ tint the farther confideration ot the report he 
“ put off till that day four months;*’ afterwards meaning to 
move, m cafe he earned it, that an humble addrefs be pre- 

lented 


again, and finding it to he 'tgfeeab’e 
B ihould make i motion rtlitive to the 
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fented to Hi<; Majefty, befeedung him to appoint commil*'* 
lionets to adjuft the grounds ot a commercial treaty with 
Ireland, or to fettle the terms of an union hetween thAt 
countiy and Greit ilnrain. 

'I he Eatl of Scarborough fud, he rofe with pleafure to lb* Farl ^<.ar- 
cond the motion of the noble Vilcount. berouj^h 

The Lot i^-Chanceilot faid, he (l-ould not enter into the mi* The Lord 
nutise or derail of all tliat had been advanced, but confine thanccllor. 
hirnfelf meiely to the quellion, whether it was proper, alter 
^tlie many long and tedious invelhgations of the lubjeifl, to 
polffione It by a motion for lour months, lli? J.oidfhip 
faid, he was convinced that the people of Ireland, (if they 
were not blind to their mtcrefls) would accept of the propo¬ 
rtions ; foi, as they wcie a nation that muft depend lor pro- 
te6hon on feme other kingdom, he could wi'li to afk their 
Eo'dfliips what nation under the canopy of Hea\en, they 
could look to where the proteftant uitcreft was fo cloftly con- 
nciSlcd orhkflyto he fupported, as in this, but endeavours 
had not been wanting to fet the Inlh agamft them, hy afk- 
mg the witneffes at the bar leveral quell 10ns relative to the 
propofitions, with a vrew to create jealoufies, and fow dif- 
contents, and it had likewife been flated, that the manufac¬ 
turers of this country weie ignorant at the time they gave 
their evidence before the Privy Council, ol what wms the in¬ 
tuition of this country, or they never wouhl have flated that 
ten and a half pci cent, was a lufficient duty to piottd!: every 
manufaiSlure in this kingdom ; at le.ift they did not know at 
tlie tune, whether it was ten and a half per cent tp be Z’a~ 
loretrif 01 ten and a half per cent, on the fuppjlcd v iluc by tin 
hook of rates, now if their LonTfliips W’^ould take the troub'e 
of reading tlie evidence on their table, they w'ould oblervf: 
that the glafs maiiufj«£luiers particulirly fpccified the articb s 
of cut glafs, &c. The people of Manchcflei likewife kne.v 
It, and lurely Mr. Wedgwood could not be ignorant of fuch 
a fub]edl. 

The queftion was put on Lord Sackville’s motion, “ That 

the Propofitions be taken into confideration on that day , 

“ four months,” and the Iloufe divided: 


Non-contents 

~ 

49 

Proxies 

- 

35 



-S4 

Contents 

• 

20 

Proxies 

- 

10 

0^* 


—30 


Majority agnmfl the motion - 54 

The report was then received, and the refolutions lepa- 
ately read and agreed to. 

P 2 ^uefday. 
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Tuefdny^ July 19 . 

The following proteft was entered on the Journals. 

The order of the day being read in the Houfe of Peers, for 
taking into conllderation the report of the amendments made 
to the refolutions, communicated by the Commons at a con¬ 
ference, on the 31ft day of May laft, relative to the adjuft- 
inent of the commercial intercourf© between Great Britain 
and Ireland; 

1 he firft refolution l>eing read by the Clerk, 

1 he queAioa was put to agree with the Committee in this 
refolution, 

Which bemg obje£ted to, 

It was moved to poftpone.the farther confideration of the 
faid refolutions, for four months. 

And after a long debate, the queftion was put theieupon. 
Contents - 20 Non Contents - 49 

Proxies - 10 Pioxics - 35 

« Diflentient,” 

« Becaufc we conceive the' plan contained in the report, 
“ as well from the manner m which it has been intioduced 
“ and coqdufled, as frobi the matter which it contains, to 

be likely to create and promote jealoufy and diflatisfadlion 
<* thiouch the kingdom.” 

^ DhRBY, 

WENTWORTH IITZWILLIAM, 
PLYMOU re, 

NORTHINGION, 

SCARBOROUGH, 

KEPPEL.” 

A conference was held m the Painted Ch miber between 
the two Houles, when tl« Duke of Chandos, as manager 
for the Lords, acquaintcd^i^ Commons that the Lords had 
Lilly confideied the refolutions, and had made lev eral altera¬ 
tions, to which they dellred the concurronce ot the Commons, 

Wednefdayy July 20. 

It vras moved, that the bill impoling a duty on hawkers 
and pedlars be read a fecond time; which after a Ihort de¬ 
bate was earned. 


Thurfday, July 21, 

The Earl of Derby moved, “ That the bill for the relief 
“ of infolvent debtors be read a, fecond time.” 

The Lord Chancellor oppofed it, and moved, “ That the 
** biU be rejei^ed,” which was agreed to. 


Friday 
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Fmday^ July 22. 

The Hoiife went into a committee on the bill for layings 
tax on hawkers and pedlars. 

Lord Stoimont moved to put off the bill for three months. 
The Lord Chancellor oppoled it, and tlie Houle divided upon 
the motion, 

Contents , . „ _ ^ 

Non Contents - 4, 14 

Mondayy July 2 5. 

A conference was held, ulien the Lords fent back tlic 
^mmcrcial relolutions to the Commons. 

Furjdoy, July 26. 

A confetence was held, when the Commons delivered 10 
the Lord , rlie cop/of an humble addicts to the Ling, on 
the (ubjecl: of tlie Irifli reft^lulions, and dehieJ their Lord- 
flops* concuuence. > 


JVedmfday, July 27* 

Lord Sydney moved for the addrefs to the King, which 
was agreed to mmint dtjfinlunle, —1 or the addicts, vide Com¬ 
mons JDchates. 

TL he ordei of the day being read for the Houle to be put 
n*^o a committee on the hill to prevent bribery, and for the 
I' icr lecunng the lights of eledlors, the fame was read ic- 
> ”.lingly ; which aftei a Ihoit debate, was put off for thice ' 
months. 

Friday^ July 29. 

The Earl of Hopetoun moved, “ That the Inwkers and 
pedlars bill fliould not take^effeijf fo fooii as the firft of 
Auguft. 

The Committee divided on the queflion, that the words 
the firft of Auguft,” ftand part of the bill; 

Contents - - - 8 

Non-Contents - - 4 

The bill paffed w ithout any amendments. 

The Lords, accompanied by the Commons, went up with 
their joint Addiefs to the Throne, and the fame lx mg pn- 
fented. His Majefty was plealed to make the following niof 
gracious anfvver. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ I receive with the greateft litisfa^ion, thefe relolutions, 
which, after lo long and diligent an invi Itigation, you 

“ confdci 
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“ confider as affording the bafii. of an advantageous and per- 
“ manent commercial fettlement between my kingdoms of 
“ (areat Britain and Ireland. Nothing can more clearly ma- 
nifeff; your regard for the interefts of both my kingdoms, 
“ and your zeal for the general profperityof my dominions, 
“ thanr the attention you have given to this important ob- 
‘‘ jedl. A full and equal participation of commercial ad- 
vantages, and a ffmilanty of laws in thofe points which 
** arc neceffTary for their prefervation and fecurity, muff he 
“ the fureft hond of union between the two ki igdoms, and 
“ the fource of icciprocal and increafmg benefits to both. 
“ The fame fpirit in which this great work has begun and 
*• j roceeded, will, I doubt not, appear throughoi t the whole 
“ <^f Its progrefs, and 1 concm with you in thinking that 
“ the final completion of it is of effential importance to the 
“ future happinefo of both countries, and to the falety, glo- 
i)^and piofpcnty of the Empiie.” 

^Tuefday^ Au^uji a. 

Adjourned to the 27th of Oflobcr.—B#fore which time, 
a proclamation was ifrued;y proroguing the Parliament to the 
a4tli of January 1786. 
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